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LETTERS 


READERS’ FORUM 


The best hvu letters of the month, npfiearinjf in the box, have 
been axvarded a prize of Rs 50.00 each. ReoHers are invited to send 
us their views on topics mvered in this issue. The decision of the 
Editors will be final. 


TRAVELLING THE 
INFOBAHN... 

From Dak Harkara to 
E-mail, no doubt nv have 
progressed a lot. lint a lot still 
remains to bridge the gap 
between hearts of people. In a 
country where half of the 
population is illiterate and 
poverty stricken, J don't think 
these technologies are going to 
be of much use. The gap 
between the rich and the piuir, 
hmvever, will continue to 
widen. 

Khalid Husain 
Aligaih 

Secularism and socialism 
are the very essence of our 
Constitution. Secularism is the 
only hope fin our country. Lets 
walk shoulder to shoulder, 
hand in hand to tread on the 
haugftty heads of hounds of 
htwUgamsm and rid our 
natiini of those with evil ideas. 

Md Anwarul Haqur 
laiiL'.lu'dpur 

PARTIES AND POLITICIANS 

During the colonial rule 
India produced many dynamic 
leaders who brought India 
respect from mtemational 
community. Today we have 
just short-sighted and selfish 
leaders who are eating awiry 
oinr coimtry fhm inside, just 
like termites. Pitiful indeed is 
our plight. 

Manish Ranj.an 

Mii.'.'simie 

Gone are the days when 
Ministers used to resign on 
moral gnmnds. Today they do 
not quit even when indicted. 
Comnunalism and casteism 
have made deep nwts into the 
political envinmtnent. 
Politicians of today do not 
work for the masses; rather 
they exploit them for their nnw 
gains. It is high time that the 
politicians are made tt} realise 


who is the boss, lutellechials, 
professionals and thinkers 
should come forward to rid 
India of the corrupt 
politicians, as they had (lone 
to rid India of llritishers. 
Another independence 
moveniatl is required; 
independence ftmn corruption 
and nepotism. 

Durg.t Nfadhab Das 
liludwhsu’iir 

POVERTY AND POPULATION 

It is just not possible to 
solve any of our major 
problems like povertij, 
illiteracy, corruption, etc., 
unless we check our 
populatiim ggowth. Hut, our 
leaders find themselves 
politically constrained, the 
masses are completely 
complacent and the c.xperts are 
still fiddling wilh myths. 

Surely we are going to become 
Number One! 

Shahid Hasan 
Siwan, Uiliar 

/Ml the schemes for 
poverty alleviation weir 
conceived and given final 
shape in the cloistered 
atmospheres ofYojna and 
Krishi Rhawans. The rigid 
framework gives little room to 
change the schemes according 
to the local conditions. The 
common man has had a 
negligible nde to play m the 
iinplemeiilation of the 
schemes. The extent to which 
poverty can be eradicated 
depends on the efficacy with 
which we plan and the 
sincerity with which we 
execute. Unfortmiately, we 
lack Imth. 

Dharmapada Biswas 
Blmbanesmir 

TADA AND TERRORISM 

TADA has indeed proved 
to be a national shame fiir onr 
deimicracy. The use of TADA 


PARTIES AND POUnaANS 

Be it 'Party' or 'PoliHeiatt', it begins witii 'P*. If we go 
deeper we will find more 'Pd' that ate re^msible^India's 
pnibletns. 'Population', 'Pottutton', 'Ptnerty'and'Pakistan'are 
our major pnddems. Infaet 'Problem' itself ^gins with 'P'. 
Apparently T' covers a very large area of saqte in iftp Indian 
scenario. 'P'points towards our 'l*itiablr Pli^iP. 

It is high time onr politicians left the lust for 'Power' and 
tried their best In replace the above 'Ps' by 'Principles', 'Purity', 
'Progress', 'Pragmatism', 'Profitability', 'Pleasure'an^astbnt 
not the least 'Par excellence'. 

Mukssh Btftta 
New Tehri Ttnon (U.P.) 

SECULARISM 

Secularism is the soul of onr society, 010 ancestors have 
given us the heritage ofbderance and acceptance. The lessons 
ore needed to be remembered once again. Mandir and Masjid are 
holy places where nv go to perform Puja and Ibadat. Mfc have no 
rijfit to make these places slaughter houses of immeeatpeople. 

Alok Bharadwaj 
Bareilly 


by Slates like Gujarat, which 
is not affected by any terrorist 
activity, is all the more 
surprising. TADA has come to 
mean "Terrorising and 
Apalliiig Detenus Adamantly" 
rather titan Ternnist and 
Disruptive Activities 
Prevention Act'. 

Rajih Chalterjpt! 

AhiwkiI 

TADA is aimed at 
protecting the most basic of nil 
hiiinan rights—right to life. 
Scrapping the act due to its 
misuse will not lead us 
anywhere. What is the 
guarantee that any other less 
stringent law in its place will 
not be misused? 

The need is to check the 
misuse of the net. There is 
nothing wrong in applying 
TADA against poacher 
Veerappan or against the 
killers ofCopalganj (Bihar) 
District Magistrate or the 
policemen fiiund guilty of 
molesting women during the 
Uttarakhand rally in 
Mnzaffamagar. 

Sanjaya Katiha 
Mehsaiw, CiijamI 
TADA's jiulicims use is 
justifiable but certainly not its 
blatant misuse. 

Raiesh M. Ambedkar 
Amlnida, Mahamshim 
CM FEATURES 

The poster-cnm-ealendar 


in the January '95 issue was 
very good. Such posters help to 
boost our energies. My 
suggestion is that such posters 
should be given at regular 
intervals. 

Neera} Bali 

Cliniidigaili 

CM is an inspiration to d' 
succeed in life. It realty 
imparts a lot of confidence \ 

into us. 

Firoz S. Khan - 

Najipiir 

lam glad to inform that I 
have been selected as a Bank i 
P.O. in Indian Bank and 
Oriental Bank of Commerce. 

The credit for my success goes 
to CM. The magazine 
contributed a lot in the 
preparation for the exam and 
the interview, 

Satyanarayan Yadav, 
_ Pafhankot ' 
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IMPROVEMENT COURSES & 
BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS. 


1. Intelligmc* and Raasoning bnprovwTMnt Coursa Rs.100 

Comprehensive coverage of Reasoning Tests (Logical, Verbal, Non- 
Verbal, Data Interpretation atKl Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach & detailed explanatory notes for thorough understanding. 

2. English Improvsmsnt Course Rs. 75 

The course material contains Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors and Pitfalls, Comprehension, Vocabulary, Phrases, etc. It also 
includas fundamental rules, tips and usage, explanations. Illustrations, 
charts, tables & specimen papers. 

3. Arlthmstic improvement Course Rs. 75 

A very comprehensive book. Designed to cover the entire Syllabus of 
Competitive Exams. Includes Number System, Logarithms, Linear 
Equations, Banking, Tabulation, Graphs, Mensuration, Statistics etc. 
Plenty of solved Examples, Practical Tips A Short Cuts given for easy 
grasp. Also contains Model Papers with Answera/Hints. Questions 
taken fronVbased on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS of Important 
Competitive Exams. 

14. Gerwrai Scianea improvamant Couraa Ra. 60 

I Comprehensive study material on Physics, Chemistry, Biology & Space 
Sciences. IncorporatssimportantConcepts, Formulas,Solved Examples, 
'Ot^ective Multiple Choice Questions and Science ckiiz. 
is. Maths Improvamant Couraa Rs. 50 

(ForN.DA,, C.D.S.. M.BA. efc. Exams) 

Covers Arithmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, Gromstry, Trigonometiy and 
statistics. Includes important Formulas, Cmcepts, Practical Tips, Solved 
Examples, Exercises and Ot^ectiva Questions. 

6. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 45 

7. LETTER WRITING Rs. 30 

8. PRECIS WRITING Rs. 25 

9. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 25 

10. OBJECTIVE ENGLISH—A New Approach Rs. 30 

11. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGLISH Rs. 45 

12. TEST OF REASONING/LOGICAL REASONING Rs. 30 


13. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS—A Capsule Rs. 25 

14. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY Rs. 35 

15. EVERYDAY SCIENCE Rs. 20 

6. NUMERICAL ABILITY—A Capsuls Rs. 25 

•7. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A Capauls Rs. 25 

18. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA-A Study Rs. 40 

16. HISTORY OF INDIA /7s. 35 

20. GEOGRAPHY—World A India—A Study Rs. 50 
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1. DHILLON GROUP GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 325 

In one volume—1600 pages (Site 17 x 24 cms.) 

* Authantle 8 Exhausliva Study Material 
* Over500 Short-AnawarQuasHona 
* Over 5000 ONacttreMuMpla Choice QueaUona 
(A) PrevlouaYoara'PMMra—1904,1993,1992&1991 (^ GanaralSclance 
— Basic Concepts, Definitiorw, Systems, Formulae, Laws and Science 
Quiz ^) Hlatoiy of India ([» National Mowament (E) GaogrMhy — 
World and Inda; (^ Indtan PollN (G) Indian Economy (H) Gmaral 
Ability (I) G.K.IlNacallanoous (,^ LatMtCurrentAffMra 

2. Foundation Course In GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 150 


2nd Rav^ad A Etdargad Edition, OvartOO Pagas. 
Stu^Matartal and war3000 Cwlactiva Qtiaamtna. 
ProvKlesBaeleStudyMaterfalaeBanllalforlhorouahgraundlng. 
ContainePreviouayaere'—1994,1893,1992, Aim OS. Papere 
with aiMwere. Covera General Science, Hiatoiy. Geography, 
Indian Polity, Indian Economy, G.K, MIecellaneoua. Oaiierol 
Mental Abllm A Current Affaire. 

3. General Studies>Solved Papers (1979—94) Rs. 75 

4. Scheme & Syllabus for Civil Services Rs. 25 
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EDITORIAL 


Hypocrisy in Poiitics 


P olitics has for centuries been known as-the science 
of exigencies; there are no well-defined principles, 
no set policies, nor is there any firm or 
unambiguous stand. In fact, principles, policies and 
promises, as well as personal and party loyalties, are 
thrown to the winds in the frantic bid to seize pouvr. 
Most politicians have turned out to be hypocrites to the 
core, unreliable, deceivers and liars, like diplomats. 
Considerate people might ngard this as a needlessly 
strong denunciation of politicians. 

Rank opportunism, expediency and personal rh<alry, 
coupled with endless ambition, have not only brought 
national shame to the country and eroded the image of 
what was regarded as a democratic and principled nation 
in the eyes of the vvrhi but have also made nonsense of 
parliamentary democracy and the traditions which hod 
been built up since Independence through the labours of 
the country's great leaders. The Founding Fathers of the 
Indian Constitution never imagined that politicians in 
the country would sloop so low and inflict irreparable 
damage to the country's democratic structure in so 
callous a fashion. 

With what face can Indian leaders now plead for 
democracy and seek to uphold high principles of public 
conduct and high character at international forums? The 
general retort of the listeners to such advice xoould be; 
"Physician, heal thyself. The total breach of faith, 
strange and baffling alliances and alignment of people 
who were, until the other day, bitter enemies, merely to 
pull doxon the leaders whom they had themselves chosen 
in order to hold power and secure the plums of ministerial 
office, hazK also eroded the people's faith tn their elected 
representatives. 

The fact that, despite all the acts of treachery in 
which Indian politicians have indulged in the past, there 
is still much loud talk of seeking the people's confidence 


and restoring the public trust in the "capacity and 
resilience of our democratic polity to solve our 
multifarious problems" indicates the sheer cussedness 
and duplicity of politicians. The nation is fast losing faith 
in its oum future and there is utter confusion and chaos. 

In a wholly repulsive situation Ministers denounce the 
very Government of which they have been, or continue to 
be a part. Normally, the Ministers are expected to defend 
the administration in running which they have a hand. 

Hut the temptation to jump on the bandu^gon of the 
winning side has been so irresistible and the desire to 
ensure their own political future so strong that these 
people Imve set new precedents in unbecoming political 
conduct. Thus they have exposed the moral bankruptcy of 
the entire political system. 

While many people say that the country is unfit for 
Parliamentary democracy and that the costly apparatus 
set up with such effort should be scrapped and a more 
workable system established, countless others will 
contend that the failure of a set of utterly selfish political 
lenders should not be interpreted to mean that the system 
as a whole has failed. 

The recent reversals in Karnataka and Andhra 
Pradesh, and even in Sikkim, are proof cf the fact that the 
electorate shuns hypocrisy. The fall of the governments in 
these States was more because of inefficiency, constant 
horse-trading and pulling aich other’s legs, than any 
other reason. The vested interests, who blame the 
economic liberalisation for the debacle, are again those 
who work for their own mferes/s and not tf the nation. 

The statements of Prime Minister Rao that eamomie 
liberalisation programme will not beshunnedund that he 
will not encourage populism at the cost ofihenkim are j 
tvelcome. The leaders who have recently come to power ' , 
should also take the cue and workfor the intensts of the 
nation. Or else they wilt be rejected as hypocrates; once 
again. . • 
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1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 250 

(Far Asf oeMi Santo otSBI, SBI and oVnr Nadonallaad Banka £xam.) 
ComprahwwtvaCovaraga of TaatotRaaaonbio (Logical, VaibaL Non-Vaibal, 
Oala Inlerprol^ion and Management ApMude Tests etc); Engllah Language 
(Practical English Grammar, Common Enrots, Word'Power, Spallings ale); 
Ganaral Awaranasa (AH aspects of G.K. wz General Sciance, Hislory, 
Geo^aphy, inefian Polify, Indian Economy etc. including Latest Currant Affairs); 
Ouantltativa Aptituda (Number S^em, H.C.P. A L.C.M., Simplification. 
Simpla A Comfwund Interest, Profit A Lose, Graphs, Tabulalion of Data, 
Mensuration etc.. Solved Examples, Hints A Exercises etc); Dascriptivs 
EngUsh (Short Essays, Propositions etc); Fhra sata of Modal Papers, with 
detailed Solutions/Answers, based on Pravloua Years’ Papars. 

2. M.B.A. KIT Rs. 250 

(For Common Admiaalon Taata ofUM'a, XIM A othar Loading 
InadkitoaAJnlvaraniaaf 

Kit covers English Language (Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors, Prepositions, Spellings, Idioms A Phrases, Comprehension, 
Vocabiiaiy, SynonymsA Antonyms); IntaMIga nc a A Reasoning (Logical, 
Veibal,Non-Verbal,Datalnterprslationetc);Arlthnfietic(NumbwSyslBm, 
Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration, etc.); Basic Maths (Algebra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, Coordinate Geoms^, Matrices, CeU^us); 
General Knowlsdga (General Science, History, Geography, Indian 
Polihr, Indian Economy etc.) inducting Latest Currant Affairs; Fhra 
Seta of Modal Papars, with detailed Solutons/Answsrs, based on 
Previous Years’Papars. 

3. Ni).A.KiT Rs. 200 4. C.D.S.KiT Rs. 200 

RacommatH/ailaiHlPneundby: 

(i) PrlncipalafLIbrarlansofSAINIKSCHOOLSAolharlnstltuttons 
tor studanta and Ubrarlas. 

(il) Senior Armed Forces Offlcats for their unita and wards. 




conautt, ChacK wnh youngAnwad Forcaa o m c ar s-our Kits 
havshaUpad thaw gat c o wiml aa lonft loin tmitefmadsatvioas. 
FoMow Miair foojiatspa. 

Probabv 8 m mbstoomprahanahro hooks •yaiiabio>*-<Hiiidia 
' " iMotKlhgrounditMAprovlttoa)(baua8va«tudymatarfal, 


oxampiaa.ft 


Kits for N.D.A., C.D.8. ExamirMtlon conhdn: 

I. SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS on 
English, G.K., Cunsnt Affairs A Mathematics. 

il. MATHEMATICS —Anthmetic, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigonometiy and Statistics. 

III. ENGLISH LANGUAGE— Practical English Grammar, Errors, 
Prepositions, Comprehension A Vocabidary. 

IV. GENERALKNOWLEOGE—SCIENCES (Physics,Chemistry,Life 
Sciencas, Space Sciance), HUMANITIES (History, National 
Movement, Constitution, Geography, Economy etc.) 

5. N.D.A. MODEL PAPERS Rs.50 

6. C.D.S.MODEL PAPERS Rs.50 

(bteorporaUngOuarnttonaBamPravtouaYaara^Papan) ■ 
Five sets of Model Papers in English, Q.K. and Matfumatics. 

7. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. KIT.R8200 

(ForCompulaoryStd^taLa.EnglMiBQanaralknewlatlga) 


pgtofto ViallwiH<9brCMhMla niar 
ilWllklpaOaiifSr Manday^^-Sahadgy, 


DIRECTOR: Pref.RAJINDERS.DHIUON 

M.A. P.Q. Dip. in Joumaligip (Bombay) 
Rsoipisntof *H.R. Gokh al e M e d a l In JaxrmaHem A 

The HbKitistMi Tima* MsdM Ml JotmtaHam.’ 


8. S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS, 
AUDITORS & U.D.C. EXAM. KIT Rs 250 

Comprehensive Coverage of GarMiel bitslliganca—CompraharMlon 
A Wrfdng AbHity of EngHah—Arfthmalle: Solvod Exam^es, Hints A 
Exerdses for Practice. Ganaral AwarsiMSS A Modal Papers on all 
sutqects—based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS. 

9. HOTEL MANAGEMENT J.E. EXAM. KIT R8 200 

(JtOntEntrmKa Exam.lor ArbntaalontoThraa-yaar 
DIplonm Couraain Hotal UanagamanB 
Study Material A ObjectivB QuesHotw on All Subjects—ReasonitHi A 
Logical Deduction, Numerical Ability, Sdenlific Aptituda and EngUsh. 

10. RESERVE BANK OF INDIA OFFICERS GR ‘B’ 

(Professional & General) Exam. Kit Rs 325 

ComprehenelvaCoverageofaiHhePa p e r a Ob J e cM veADeacrlpMve 
of First A Second Phaso (except of Protossional Knowladge) i.e. Teat 
of General A war e f wa s. Teat of EngHah Language; Teat of QuairWaMva 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


Rights and Duties 


in 1976, by 42nd Amendment to the 
Constitution o/int/w, ii ncvi chapter zms 
added in the Indian Constitution to 
define ten Fundamental Duties of 
citizens. The argument was that without 
duties and responsibilities, there can be 
no rights. This feature proxndcs the back- 
jfround and examples from other Con¬ 
stitutions. 

ICHTS and responsibilities are 
the two sides of the s.inie coin; 
there can be no rights without obliga¬ 
tions and duties, just as there can be 
no responsibilities and duties 
without rights. Responsible conduct 
in society earns the right to enjoy cer¬ 
tain privileges, while irresponsible 
conduct and disregard of the cor¬ 
responding rights of other citizens in¬ 
evitably leads to loss of one's own 
rights. Absolute or "natural" rights, 
said jeremy Benthain, is simple non¬ 
sense; 'natural and imprescriptible 
rights' is rhetorical nonsense—non¬ 
sense upon stilts. 

Part III of the Constitution of 
India enumerates the Fundamental 
Rights of the citizen, including the 
right to equality, the guarantee 
against discrimination on any 
ground whether of sex or religion, the 
right to freedom which includes the 
freedom of speech and expression, 
and to buy and sell property, protec¬ 
tion of life and personal liberty, right 
against exploitation, right to Con¬ 
stitutional remedies, etc. Under Ar¬ 
ticle 13 of the Constitution, the State 
is debarred from taking away i>r 
abridging the rights conferred by 
Part ni. 

Suspension of Rights 

UT the Fundamental Rights can 
be suspended or severely cur¬ 
tailed during an Emergency declared 
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under Article 352 of the Constitution. 
Article 359 provides that when a 
proclamation of Emergency is in 
operation, the President may by 
order declare that the right to move 
any court for the enforcement of such 
of the rights conferred by Part III tif 
the Constitution as may be men¬ 
tioned in the order, and all court 
proceedings for enforcement of such 
rights, shall remain suspended for a 
specified period. 

However, without the exercise of 
corresponding obligations and 
responsibilities, rights bect>me mean¬ 
ingless. Even the most comprehen¬ 
sive and impressive enumeration of 
rights in the Constitution becomes 
pointless unless the citizen is fully 
aware of his obligations and dis¬ 
charges them in accordance with 
the law. 

The framers of Indian Constitu¬ 
tion did not include a chapter on 
duties and obligations of citizens. A 
significant point to note is that none 
of the Constitutions of Western 


countries specifically define duties 
and obligations. Japan and Switzer¬ 
land provide the only instances 
where the citizen's duties are specifi¬ 
cally mentioned along with the fun¬ 
damental rights. 

The concept of a chapter in the 
Constitution on Fundamental Duties 
was favoured by Mahatama Gandhi, 
as far back as November 1947. Mr 
S.N. Agarwal's book "Candhian 
Constitution" contained a suggestion 
for enumerating the citizen's duties. 
Such enumeration, it was argued, 
would in no way abridge the Fun¬ 
damental Rights, but would help 
remind the people that no rights are 
absolute or unconditional. 

Examples from Constitu¬ 
tions 

study of the world's leading 
Constitutions in respect of the 
provisions for the citizen's rights and 
duties will prove quite instructive. In 
Britain, Canada and Australia, the 
rights and duties of citizens are 


Ten Fundamental Duties of citizens of India 

1. Respect the Constitution, the national flag and the national anthem; 

2. Cherish the noble ideals of the freedom struggle; 

3. Uphold and project the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; 

4. Defend the country and render national service when called; 

5. Promote the common brotherhood of all the people of India and 
renounce any practice derogatory of the dignity of women; 

6. Preserve the rich heritage of the national composite culture; 

7. Protect the natural environment and have compassion for living 
creatures; 

8. Develop scientific temper, humanism and spirit of inquiry and 
reform; 

9. Safeguard public property and abjure violence; 

10. Strive for excellence in all individual and collective activity. 
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governed largely by common law 
and judicial decisions. The Constitu¬ 
tion of France makes only a passing 
reference to duties and obligations of 
citizens. The Constitution of the 
U.S.A. provides only for fundamen¬ 
tal rights and does not refer to the 
corresponding obligations, evidently 
because in that free and fully 
democratic country much emphasis 
is laid on the various freedoms of the 
individual. But this dtws n«)t imply 
that the people of these and otlier 
countries wluwe Constitutiiins do not 
specifically mention the citizen's 
obligations behave in an irrespon¬ 
sible manner. It is common 
knowledge that in all developed and 
advanced countries the people, men, 
women and even children are im¬ 
bued with a high sense of patriotism 
as a result of education and training 
in the elementary duties and obliga¬ 
tions of citizenship. Right from their 
early years the people are taught 
what they are supposed to do and 
what the country expects of them. By 
and large, they conduct themselves 
as fully responsible citizens; they 
show hill regard to the rights and 
feelings of others and do not violate 
others' freedom because they great¬ 
ly cherish their own. "Do as you 
want to be done by" is the accepted 
rule. 

The Constitution of the People's 
Republic of China contains a separate 
chapter on Fundamental Rights and 
Duties of Citizens. The difference is 
that in China the civil and political 
rights of the Chinese citizens get a 
place of precedence. It is an 
honourable duty of the citizens of 
China to perform military service 
and a sacred duty to protect the 
homeland, to abide by the Constitu¬ 
tion, to respect and protect public 
property, uphold discipline at work, 
keep public order, respect social 
ethics and to pay taxes. 

The Japanese Constitution places 
comsiderable emphasis on the 
citizen's duties but they are not men¬ 
tioned in detail nor are they many in 
number. The Japanese tradition has 
been to emphasise duties virtually to 


♦ 

the exclusion of right. This was espe¬ 
cially the case under feudal regimes 
in the past. When democratic 
development started in the country, 
the stress naturally shifted to the 
citizen's rights to counteract the 
strong influence of the authoritarian 
forces in that country's peculiar set¬ 
up. That explains why only a few of 
the citizen's basic duties have been 
enumerated in the Japanese Con¬ 
stitution. 

These duties and responsibilities 
included: (1) Refraining from the 
abuse of any freedom or right; (2) the 
responsibility for utilising rights and 
freedoms for the public welfare; (3) 
the responsibility for preserving and 
maintaining, by constant endeavour, 
the freedoms and rights guaranteed 
by the Constitution (Article 12); (4) 
the obligation to work which is also 
recognised as a right (Article 27); (5) 
liability to taxation (Article 30); and 
(6) the obligation of ail people to 
have all boys and girls under their 
protection receive ordinary educa¬ 
tion as provided for by law (Article 
26). 

The Constitution of the small, 
traditionally peaceful and neutral 
Switzerland also provides that along 
with rights each citizen has obliga¬ 
tions and duties. Every citizen is re¬ 
quired to get successful education. 
Military service is regarded as a duty; 
if any adult declines to render 
military service, he must pay a spe¬ 
cial tax or fine. The Constitution lays 
down that every citizen must 
develop in himself all the qualities 
of a good citizen of Switzerland. Ac¬ 
tually Switzerland Is famous all 
over the world fur having ideal 
citizens. 

Conclusion 

N 1976 the chapter on Fundamen¬ 
tal Duties in the Indian Constitu¬ 
tion was included to restore the 
much-needed balance in the Indian 
political set-up. A large sections of 
the people in the country had become 
obsessed witli what they regarded as 
their legal constitutional rights^ 
without any thought to their duties 


and obligations towards society and 
the nation, which has enabled them 
toclaimand exercise these rights. 

Today, fourteen years after the in¬ 
clusion of Fundamental Duties in the 
Constitution, nothing much has 
changed. The people have become 
more careless as far as their Fun¬ 
damental duties are concerned. The 
main reason behind the failure to in¬ 
culcate a sense of responsibility in In¬ 
dian people has been the lack of 
knowledge and the failure of the 
authorities to strictly enforce the Fun¬ 
damental duties. 

Systematic, intensive and pur¬ 
poseful education of the people, right 
from the school stage, is very much 
necessary. Most people of this 
country lack acfequate training in 
true citizenship; they are hardly con¬ 
scious of what they owe to society 
and the country. Homes, universities, 
offices and other places of work 
should all be made centres for im¬ 
parting training in citizenship and 
discipline. These are qualities which 
would certainly lead to the building 
up of a strong nation, consisting of 
disciplined men and women, fully 
disciplined and having a developed 
character In the widest sense. Gixxl 
citizenship is built up on the perfor¬ 
mance of one's duties and obligations 
and it covers much more than tlie 
political sphere. 

Actually, the performance of 
one's duties, even in partial disregard 
of one's rights and privileges, has 
been traditional in this country. Since 
times immemorial, the emphasis in 
Indian society, in accordance with the 
dictates of the ancient scriptures, has 
been on the individual's 
"kartaviya"—^that is, fulfilment of 
one's duty towards society, the 
country and especially towards one's 
parents. All along it was believed that 
rights flowed only ffbm the perfor¬ 
mance of duties. 

The message needs to be re-im- 
bibed into the Indian psyche if India 
is to progress and become a leading 
force in the world. 
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ARTICLE 


SDR and Madrid Imbroglio 


The golden jubilee celebrations of 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
and the International Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development 
(IBRD), popularly knovm as the World 
Bank, in SeptemberlOctober 1994 in 
Madrid (Spain) could not conclude with 
the same amount cf euphoria with which 
these commenced. In an unprecedented 
move, the developing countries led by 
India, blocked an ignominiousstep of the 
deiteloped West, particularly Germany, 
to limit the allocation of Special Draw- 
ing Rights (SDR) to the Third World. 
The Group of Nine (G-9), ns the develof)- 
ing countries in the Interim Committee 
of the IMF are popularly known, 
decimal to reduce the amount of SDR 
allocation to any figure less than SDRs 
36 billion. As a result the meeting failed 
to arrive at a consensus on the issue of 
combined package for allocation of SDR 
and extending the Systematic Transition 
Facility (SJF) to the neudy admitted 
member countries belonging to former 
Sojfiet Union and Eastern Bloc. 

SDR Allocations 

A S a result of the crisis of interna¬ 
tional reserves towards the late 
sixties, SDR were created by the IMF 
to extend fadiity of kwn to tins needy 
countries. Also known as "paper 
gold" SDR were created after ootain- 
tng prescribed contribution from all 
the member countries as per their 
capacity to pay. The voting right in 
the IMr are determined on the basis 
of the contribution of the fund by a 
particular country. The extent of SDR 
determines the availability of finaitce 
to the members, but this Allocation 
was not based on the contributions 
matde, but on the requirement of in¬ 
ternational tinance by the IMF mem¬ 
bers. 

• . With the growing need for 
finance and high Inflation, it was 
ratjiRsed that further allocations were 
peoifMiy after every decade. H^tce, 
jttea'^daitionai allocations were 
. the]M|:inl97D-72and I97llr 


81 which accounted for SDRs 21.4 bil¬ 
lion. After 1981, the developed West 
has been averse to the idea of making 
further allocations on the grounds 
that it was not real solid money and 
hence is likely to fuel inflation. These 
countries further insisted that there 
was no global need for additional 
finance, notwithstanding the ram¬ 
pant poverty and underdevelopment 
in the Third World countries. These 
countries, mainly belonging to G-7, 
preferred to lend their own curren¬ 
cies tliemselves rather than enhanc¬ 
ing the SDR allocations. This liad 
resulted in serious imbalance as by 
the beginning of 1994, out of total 
member countries of IMF numbering 
179, 73 were without any SDR al- 
i(Kations. In other words, these 73 
countries had no right to withdraw 
unconditional finance from the Fund. 
These 73 countries included 37 new 
members, mainly from the erstwhile 
Eastern Bloc, and 36 other countries 
which did nut participate fully at the 
time of SDR aikKation in 1981. 

Most of the developing countrie.s 
were clamouring for additional sub¬ 
stantial allocation for the last several 
years. A new lending window, 
known as Systematic Transition 
Facility (STF), had already been 
created with a view to assist the 
countries of former Socialist Bloc for 
their restructuring and reconstruc¬ 
tion, but no alliKations were made. 
There was a further problem of main¬ 
taining the prevailing parity in SDR 
allocation even after providing the 
STF to the new member countries, 
including the "Economies in 
TVansition" (EIT) G-7 countries, right 
from the beginning were keen to as¬ 
sist the EIT countries but were least 
interested in the remaining develop¬ 
ing world. IMF Managing Director 
Michel Camdassus had proposed a 
hefty allocation of SDR 36 billion to 
look after the interests of new as wdl 
as existing members covering STF for 


EIT nations as well as ftesh and addi¬ 
tional allocation for the developing 
world. 

Rich'Poor Divide 

I NDIA was one of the pioneer na¬ 
tions among the Third World 
which strongly advocated fresh al¬ 
location as per the proposal of the 
IMF. The developing countries, how¬ 
ever, did not object to additional al¬ 
location under STF for "economies in 
transition" and the extention of this 
facility beyond the earlier deadline of 
December 1994. The stand taken by 
tlie developed countries in general 
and Germany in particular was that 
there was no need for additional al¬ 
location of SDR. It was indirectly as¬ 
serted by these countries that it was 
the right of the donor nations, mc»t of 
which belong to the G-7, to decide the 
extent and direction of international 
finance. This stance wascri^ally as¬ 
sailed by the impoverished develop¬ 
ing countries, who maintained that 
only needy country can correctly ask 
for the akf needed by it and the out¬ 
side world should not pass a judge- 
meat on this issue. Moreover, 
although less in voting rights, 
developing countries constitute 
numerical majority of nations in the 
IMF and hence they argued that their 
voice must not go unheard. 

Germany argued that additional 
SDR 16 billion were sufficient for STF 
fadiity to the EIT nations and figure 
beyond this was not acceptable to it 
Allocation of 20 to 24 billion SDR was 
acceptable to the UK and USA initial¬ 
ly but finally the G-7, which has 
about 70 per cent of the voting rights 
in the fund, came out with the Ger¬ 
man prc^Tosal of SDR 16 billion al¬ 
location as its final proposal. This 
entire amount of SDR was suggested 
exclusively for STF and no fresh al¬ 
locations were proposed for the exist¬ 
ing member countries. In other 
words, the entire exercise appeared 
to be otganised to benefit only the 
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erstwhile socialist bItK as spoils for 
crossing over from communism to 
capitalism. The considerations for 
this proposal, thus, were highly 
politicised. Group of twenty four (G- 
24), as the developing countries are 
called In IMF, were represented by 
G-9 countries in the Interim Commit¬ 
tee of the Fund, which were formally 
led by Indian representative, Dr 
Manmohan Singh, the Union Finance 
Minister. G-9 strongly objected to the 
proposal. 

The total voting strength of C-9 is 
30 per cent and for any proptwal to be 
through in IMF, a vote strength of at 
least 85-pcr cent is a must. For the 
first time in 5l)-year history of the 
Fund, a proposal jointly put forth by 
G-7 was objected to by G-9, which 
refused to settle for any figure less 
than SDR 36 billion, out of which 
SDR 16-billiun were to go for STF and 
remaining 20 billion were to be alltv 
cated to the existing countries. The 
result was a deadliKk and the Interim 
Committee could not achieve any¬ 
thing on the SDR-STF package issue. 

Mr Camdessus was the mtwt dis¬ 
appointed perstm on the outcome of 
. 49th annual meeting of the fund. 
While being hopeful of a settlement 
package within "coming weeks", Mr 
Camdessus said, "We should not ex¬ 
aggerate our differences. All gover¬ 
nors of the Fund recognise that there 
should be an SDR allocation and all 
governors recognise that STF .should 
be extended, and now all governors 
recognise that a beneficial solution 
must be found in full conformity with 
the articles of agreement of a rule- 
based institution, and that it must 
preserve the role of SDR for the fu¬ 
ture. The differences are on the size 
and the modalities of an allocation." 

Other Issues 

N addition to the SDR is.sue, the 
focus of the annual meeting was 
also on several other issues of im¬ 
mense importance to humanity at 
large. One such issue was significant 
enhancement in the level of Official 
Development Assistance (ODA) 
which had remained constant after 
1993. ODA is a voluntry contribution 
by the developed countries, as a 


meagre percentage of their GDP, to 
the developing poor countries. Of 
late the developed nations have not 
been very generous in enhancing the 
level of ODA and, moreover, in the 
recent past there has been a sharp fall 
of flow of ODA to the traditionally 
developing countries, while the 
economies in transition have pock¬ 
eted most of it. Another important 
issue was the finalisation of IDA-Xl 
(International Development Assis¬ 
tance). The modalities of amtribu- 
tion, drawing rights and voting 
authority are in the process of 
finalisation and the developing 
world was keen that Xlth contribu¬ 
tion to this soft lending window of 
the World Bank should to expedited. 

Another important i8.sue on the 
agenda of meeting was the problem 
of foreign debt being faced by the 
developing world in general. The 
problem of foreign debt has assumed 
serious dimensions in the recent past 
and unless some drastic and effective 
steps were taken urgently, it would 
be t(x) late to redeem the situation. 
The developing world voiced its 
concern on the issue through G-9. 
Moreover, the recent policies being 
followed by the developed world 
have resulted in wild fluctuations in 
the exchange rates and ballooning of 
the inflation rate, which has adverse¬ 
ly affected the interests of the 
developing world. Sociological and 
environmental problems were some 
of the other issues which were also 
discussed. Linking of loaning with 
the sociological and environmental 
issues was severely criticised by the 
Third World. 

In a nutshell, the developing 
countries pleaded for a forward look¬ 
ing and new policy of financing by 
the Fund and the World Bank. It 
sought a less demanding policy 
which should have in-built 
safeguards against any blocking of 
private capital flows and provision of 
greater volume and share of loans on 
low interest rates as IDA component. 
The poor courttries also demanded 
reduction in the conditions of kiar® 
which run into several pages, at 
present. Since most of the loans are 
sanctioned for the large scale 


presets, it benefits the hu^ and^i^ 
tinatlonal companies, replacing^ t|e 
human labour which, is otht^fWise 
available in plenty in most of t^e 
developing nations. Although 
revamping the functioning of Wond 
Bank and IMF was on the official 
agenda, yet the developing world 
voiced its concern pn lack of 
transparency in the working of two 
organisations. High levels of un¬ 
employment In the world, ex¬ 
asperated by the dangers of 
protectionism resulting in world 
trade imbalances and high deficits 
were also recognised as areas of acute 
peril. 

Conclusion 

9th annual meeting of World Bank 
and IMF exposed the hypocrisy of 
the developed*West and its hollow 
commitment to the cause of overall 
upliftment of the humanity. Madrid 
negotiations also reflected a strong 
need for the Bank and Fund to as¬ 
sume a more comprehensive role in 
the years to come. Rather than being 
just a silent spectator on the interna¬ 
tional policies, IMF should earnestly 
take over the role of policy regula¬ 
tion. Fund and the World Bank can¬ 
not wash their hands off the 
responsibility of guiding the world 
community to prtwperity and 
growth. 

The SDR-STF controversy haa.in- 
dicated that the developing wprid 
has started tt> assert itself in the inter¬ 
national economic affairs. The pack¬ 
age offered by the North, excluding 
the fresh SDR allocation, was out- 
rightly rejected by the South which 
Umk the developed countries by total 
surprise. The "have-nots" have at last 
shown to the world that neither USA 
nor the developed countries at Urge 
own IMF and the World Bank. Tljese 
institutions are the ventures of;the 
entire humanity for economic 
development in which the devdop- 
ing countries are also partners With 
equal rights. The*me.ssage tha^the 
Third VlAittld tUhnot be.| 9 ,l^'h^ji‘an' 
som haegOn^:<;;]^riy 
of G-7 and it is hoped that th%)wil) 
not ignore the interests qf huin^^ 
at large,, while giving a 
age ct.SDR and STF it\ near futt^ .; 
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COVER FEATURE 


ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

Congress Routed in 

South 


In the Awciiiblif dcci ions, held in the 
month of Nooeiiiber-December, 1994, in 
Knmatnka, AmUtrn Pradesh, Sikldm and 
Goa, Congress was mauled in all the 
States except Goa, 'which had a hung as- 
sembly. The defeat came as a big set-hack 
to Prime Minister Narasimha Rao and 
the process of liberalisation being under- 
taken by his government. This feature 
presents an analytical report on the elec¬ 
tions and their likely impact on the 
liberalisation programme. 

The Elections 

N Sikkim and Goa polling 
ended on November 1 b, 1994. A 
heavy turnout of 81 per cent of 
voters was reported in Sikkim. 
In Goa, 65 per cent of the electorate 
caste their votes. 

Sikkim recorded the highest- 
ever polling in its electoral history. 
The State had recorded 57.62 and 72 
per cent votes in the previous polls in 
W85and respectively. 

In G(M 311 candidate.s were in the 
fray for the 40-niember assembly 
while in Sikkim 186 candidates 
fought it out for the 32-member as¬ 
sembly. 

The polling in both the States was 
peaceful except for one major inci¬ 
dent in Goa where the sitting inde¬ 
pendent MLA from Lottlirn in South 
Goa, Mr Radherao Gracies, who was 
contesting on the United Goans 
DenuKratic Party (UGDP) ticket, was 
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assaulted by son\e miscreants and 
seriously injured. 

Andhra Pradesh went to polls on 
December 1 and 5 to elect 293-mem¬ 
ber assembly, while in Karnataka 
polling tix>k place on November 26 
and December 1, to elect 224-member 
assembly. 

65 to 70 per cent of the electorate 
exercised its franchise in the two 
States. While in Karnataka the poll¬ 
ing was by and large peaceful, in 
Andhra Pradesh sporadic incidents 
of violence were reported from many 
parts. A series of bomb attacks and 
police firing left about 2U injured and 
three dead. The Election Commission 
had to order repolling in several As¬ 
sembly segments. 

The Result 

Andhra Pradesh 

ONGRESS Party was com¬ 
pletely decimated in this 
home State of Prime Mini¬ 
ster Narasimha Rao. Telugu 
Desam Party (TDP) bagged 219 seats 
in the 294-member Assembly to 
secure a two-third majority. Its elec¬ 
toral partners—CPI and CPM— 
secured 17 and 14 seats, respectively. 
The ruling Congress could manage 
only 26 seats, making it the worst 
electoral performance in the party's 
history <n the State. Even during the 
NTR wave in 1983, the party secured 
6U seats. 


The grand plans of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) also went haywire. 
The party had Cbntested almost all 
the seats and projected itself as 
another alternative to the Congress 
and TDP. But, it could manage just 
three seats. 

The Majlis Ittehadul Muslimeen 
of Sultan Salauddin Owaisi, which 
considered the old city of Hyderabad 
as its pocket borough all these years, 
also received a big blow, ft could 
manage only one seat, against eleven 
in the previous Assembly. 

Mr N.T. Rama Rao has been 
sworn-in as the Chief Minister of 
Andhra Pradesh. This is the third 
time that he has been elected a.s the 
Chief Minister of the State. He had 
stormed into the Andhra political 
scene in 1982, with the slogan of 
Telugu self-respect. 

While addressing the party 
legislators Mr Rama Ran termed the 
victory of TDP as "a history of 
sorts" and "a silent political 
revolution" as it was achieved 
without bomb explosions, clashes 
and chaos. 

He further added that the people 
had taught the Congress d lesson, 
which had an illusion that it cenild 
ccmtrol everything with the help, pf 
money power and power df rulii^ ht 
the Centre. The election had proved 
that the people could not be taken ^ 

, ... - 




granted. 

Mr Rama Rao was sworn>in, as 
the Chief Minister of Andhra 
Pradesh, on December 12, 1994, 
amidst spectacular fire-works and 
cheers from thousands of people who 
had poured into the Lai Bahadur 
Stadium, the venue for the swearing- 
in ceremony. A nine-member, two- 
tier ministry was also sworn-in. 

Mr Rama Rao apparently chcx)se 
to have a nine-member Council of 
Ministers as number nine is con¬ 
sidered his lucky number. Even 
during his earlier tenure he had car¬ 
ried the obsession with number '9' 
everywhere. All vehicles in the Chief 
Minister's secretariat used to sport 
the number nine or its combinations. 

Mr Rama Rao declared that he 
would not like to have confrontation 
with the Centre and hoped that the 
Centre would do justice to the State. 
He said that the TDP will fulfil the 
aspirations of the people and provide 
social justice. 

The election analysis in Andhra 
Pradesh has shown that a strong 
index of opposition unity and more 
than 11 per cent swing against the 
Congress was responsible for the 
party's rout. 

Buoyed by a 67.58 per cent index 
of opposition unity, against only 
47.50 in Karnataka, the TDP captured 
44.02 per cent of the total votes 
polled. Congress came a poor second 
with 34.87 per cent The loss of the 
Congress was not only TDP's gain, 
but it was shared by the Left Front, 
BJP, BSP and independents. 

tn the last election the Congre^ 
had secured 46.31 per cent of the 
votes polled and the TDP had 
secured %.54 per cent 

Karnataka 

I N Karnataka the Janata Dal 
secured a simple majority by 
securing 116 of the 244 Asse^l^ 
ly seats. For Janata Dal it waa a 
phoenix-like feat The party had been 


almost written-off after the drubbing 
it received in 1989 elections. In the 
last Assembly it had only 24 seats. 

While the victory of the Janata 
Dai was predicted, what has con¬ 
founded analysts is the significant 
emergence of the BJP as the second 
biggest party. BJP has managed to 
bag 40 seats, up from just four seats in 
the 1989 elections. The BJP has 
managed to secure more seats than 
Congress, which could bag just 35 
seats, down from 176 in 1989. 

The chances of Congress-1 were 
severely marred by the Karnataka 
Congress Party (KCP) of Mr K. Ban- 
garappa. KCP was basically a rebel 
group of Congress-I. It cut heavily 
into the traditional vote bank of Con¬ 
gress-1. 

On December 11, Mr H.D. Deve 
Gowda was sworn-in as the new 
Chief Minister of Karnataka. Mr J.H. 
Patel was sworn-in as the Deputy 
Chief Minister. 

The victory of J.D. in Karnataka is 
attributed to the unity among the 
Deve Gowda, Hegde and Bommai 
factions. Another factor was the 
ability of the Southern leaders to 
orient themselves to issues concern¬ 
ing a broader section of stxdety, rather 
than harping on a single issue like 
reservations. 

Janata Dal has captured power in 
the State for the third time in eleven 
years. As Janata Party it had come to 
power in 1983, and again with an 
overwhelming majority in the mid¬ 
term elections in 1%5. 

The BJP has acquired the status of 
the main Opposition Party. It is being 
c(»isid«red as the first step to power 
in the South. The pwnt to be noted is 
that BJP did not use the Mandir Card 
in the elections. It mainly con¬ 
centrated on local issues, corruption 
and inefficiency of the Congress 
government. The Congress 
government's decisions to allow 
Urdu bulletins on Doordarshan and 
to hurriedly pass the bill providing 


73 per cent reservation, also gave BJP 
sufficient opportunity to attack the 
policy of appeasement of Congress-1. 

After taking over as the Chief 
Minister of Karnataka, Mr Gowda 
said that his first concern is to rcxit- 
out corruption in the State. "I assure 
the people of Karnataka that the tax¬ 
payers' money would be used only in 
developmental work. There would 
be aca)untability at every stage", he 
said. 

On the issue of reservations he 
said that "if the Supreme Court fixes 
a ceiling on the percentage in line 
with the Indian Constitution, no one 
has any right to disagree". 

The analysis of Karnataka elec¬ 
tion has shown that the split in the 
Congress and a positive swing in 
favour of BJP was responsible for the 
ouster of the ruling Congress. The 
presence of former Chief M inister Mr 
S. Bangarappa, who formed the KCP 
after he was expelled from the Con¬ 
gress, was responsible for Congress 
debacle in atleast 40 constituencies. 

While the swing against the Con¬ 
gress in the State was 15.46 per cent, 
the BJP had a 13 per cent .swing in its 
favour. The KCP had a positive 6.47 
per cent swing while J.D. had only 
6.80 per cent swing in its favour. 

While the J.D. polled around 34 
per cent of the total votes, the Con¬ 
gress was quite close at 31 per cent. 

The traditional vote bank of the 
Congress In the reserved constituen¬ 
cies deserted the party. Of the total 29 
seats in the reserved constituencies, 
the Congress won only 1 against the 
26 it held in the previous assembly. 
The JD improved its position from l 
to 20 and the BJP climbed up from 
zero to 3. 

Sikkim 

N Sikkim too the Congress-l 
received a drubbing. Only few 
months back it had managed to 
form the government by en¬ 
gineering defections from the Sikkim 
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Sangram Parishad (SSP) of the 
former Chief Minister, Mr Nar- 
bahadur Bhandari. 

However, the surprise winner 
was the Sikkim Democratic Front 
(SDF), led by Mr Pawan Kumar 
Chamling. SDF managed a comfort¬ 
able majority in the 32-member 
House by winning 19 seats. The 
ruling Congress could get just two 
seats. 

The elections were also a body 
blow to tlie upper-caste-dominated 
SSP which could manage just ten 
seats. 

On December 12, Mr Pawan 
Kumar Chamling was sworn-in 
as the Chief Minister of the tiny 
Himalayan State. A policeman- 
turned-politician, Mr Chamling 
is the first Chief Minister from 
the drought-prone South district. 
He formed the seventh govern¬ 
ment. 

After assuming his office Mr 
Chamling said that his first priority 
will be to root out poverty and cor¬ 
ruption from the State. "We have to 
take measures for economic revival 
of the State since the State exchequer 
is in shambles because of misrule of 
last 15 years", he said. 

Mr Chamling had been thrown 
out of the ruling Sikkim Sangram 
Parishad In 1992, for championing 
the cause of the OBCs. He was 
charged of communalising the 
politics of Sikkim. However, the real 
reason was that he had dared to raise 
the banner of revolt against Mr Bhan¬ 
dari. He was also implicated in false 
cases under NASA and TADA. Till 
August 1993 he had to live under¬ 
ground and outside the State to es¬ 
cape the wrath of Mr Bhandari. 

In August 1993 he procured a 
verdict fmm the Supreme Court for 
his security in Sikkim. Since then he 
had been moving from one corner of 
the State to the other to mobilise 
public support for his party. 

The emergence of SDF is at¬ 


tributed to the people's desire for a 
change from the prolonged and 
autocratic rule of SSP, headed by Mr 
Bhandari, as well as from the "non¬ 
performance" of the six-month old 
Congress government. 

Goa 

T he people of Goa returned 
a hung Assembly. The Con- 
gress-l managed to salvage 
some of its prestige by 
emerging as the single largest party 
in the 40-member As.sembly. Con- 
gress-I captured 18 seats, falling 
short of absolute majority by three 
seats. 

A six-member minority Con¬ 
gress government, headed by Mr 
Pratap Singh Rane, assumed office 
on December 16. The outgoing 
Chief Minister, Dr Wilfred D'Souza 
also joined the new government. 
This was the fourth time that Mr 
Rane took-over as the Chief Mini¬ 
ster of Goa. He had served as Chief 
Minister between 1980 and 1990 for 
three terms. The third term in early 
1990 was very brief. A political 
crisis had led to the collapse of his 
government. 

The Maharashtrawadi Goman- 
tak Party (MGP)-BJP-Shiv Sena com¬ 
bine managed to secure 16 seats. 
While MGP secured 12 seats, BJPgot 
4 .seats. 

While both the major political 
forces in Goa, the ruling Congress-I 
and the MGP, performed below their 
earlier strength, the BJP has made a 
forceful maiden entry into the State 
Assembly. 

The MGP, the traditional Hindu 
Party in Goa, had been experienc¬ 
ing decline for a long time, due to 
splits and defections. Thus, it had 
no choice this time, but to join the 
BJP, as BJP had become strong 
enough to cut into the Hindu vote 
bank of MGP. Many political 
analysts are anticipating a complete 
take-over of MGP, by BJP, and the 
BJP emerging as the main Opposi¬ 
tion Party in Goa. 


Party Positions 

Karnataka 

Total seats 224 
Results declared 224 


Congre.ss 

35 

Janata Dal 

116 

BJP 

40 

KCP 

10* 

CPM 

1 

BSP 

1 

KCVP 

1 

AIADMK 

1 

INL 

1 

RPI 

1 

KRRS 

1 

Independents 

16 

Andhra Pradesh, 


Total Seats 292 

Results declared 292 

TDP 

219 

CPI(M) 

14 

Congress-I 

26 

CPI 

17 

BJP 

3 

Ind and others 

13 

Goa 


Total seats 40 

Results declared 40 

Congress-1 

18 

MGP 

12 

BJP 

4 

UCDP 

3 

Independents 

3 

Sikkim 


Total Seats 32 

Results announced 32 

SDF 

19 

SSP 

10 

Congress-I 

2 

Independent 

1 


The Reactions <■ 

EFORE the holding of the 
Assembly elections Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao had 
been riding high. The rever¬ 
ses in Karnataka and Andhra 
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' Pradesh saw the disccmtent cume out 
in open. 

Former Human Resource 
Development Minister, Mr Arjun 
Singh was the most vtKal critic. He 
said that "the Congress had failed to 
retain the trust of the minorities, 
scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes". He further added that the 
verdict did not imply that the voters 
had totally rejected the liberalisation 
policy of the party. "The message is 
that the weaker sections have not 
been able to understand as to how 
they will benefit from this policy." 

Chief Minister of Maharashtra, 
Mr Sharad Pawar, was of the opinion 
that the Congress lost because of lack 
of unity. He, however ruled out any 
immediate move for change of 
leadership. 

West Bengal Chief Minister, Mr 
Jyoti Dasu, termed the defeat trf Con¬ 
gress as a verdict against the "anti¬ 
people" economic policies of the 
Narasimha Rao government. 

Janata Dal and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party demanded the resigna¬ 
tion of the 1^0 government and ftWh 
elections. While the JD and Left Par¬ 
ties saw the election re.sults as a vic¬ 
tory of secular forces, the BJP 
interpreted the results as merely a 
rejection of the Congress. 

BJP president, Mr L-K. Advani, 
stressed that the significance of these 
elections was not just local, but went 
beyond the boundaries of these 
States; fur it was Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka that contributed in install¬ 
ing the Congress government at the 
Centre. 

Janata Dal leaders, on the other 
hand, stressed that these elections 
proved that the NF-LF was emerging 
as an alternative and after the next 
elections either tf»e BJP or the Con¬ 
gress would be left in the fray. 

According to a section.of Muslim 
student leaders the results reflec^he 
growing alienation of the Mu^im 
electorate widt the Congress. Accord¬ 


ing to them wherever Muslims have 
a secular alternative to the Congress 
they opt for the former. 

The defeat of Sultan Salauddin 
Owaisi's Party, which is associated 
with Babri Masjid Action Committee, 
in Andhra Pradesh indicates that 
Muslims are disenchanted with this 
section of leadership. There is 
definitely a move towards getting in¬ 
volved in more constructive issues 
like social and economic reforms. 

The southern debacle is expected 
to weaken the Prime Minister, 
making new initiatives or controver¬ 
sial decisions that much more dif- 
fiailt in the coming months. But there 
does not seem to be any immediate 
threat to Mr Rao; atieast not until the 
Assembly elections In February 1995 
in Bihar, Gujarat, Maharashtra and 
Orissa. 

Effect on Reforms 

LTHOUGH a large section 
of people, specially those 
belonging to the Opposi¬ 
tion, are of the opinion that 
the defeat of Congress in Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka was due to 
the eamomic polides adopted by the 
Congress government. Prime Mini¬ 
ster Rao ruled out the possibility of 
abandoning liberalisation. He said 
that the reforms would instead be 
tailored to give pro-poor look. 

Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Singh, denied that the reforms hit 
hard the poor and alienated them 
from the Congress. He said that the 
amount being spent on anti-p(x>r 
measures was the highest ever. 
"Never before has so much money 
been spent on rural development", 
he asserted. 

He pointed out that there has 
been no reduction in subsidies on fer¬ 
tiliser and food. "There is a 36 per 
cent increase In the allocation for the 
two heads which is unprecedented", 
he said. 

Prime Minister Narasimha Rao 
said that he was against the Con¬ 


gress-I's going in for competitive 
populism for bolstering its sagging 
electoral fortunes, though he ad¬ 
mitted that the populist planks of the 
rivals were the main cause for the 
rout. 

Mr Rao made it clear that the 
ruling party could also afford to 
match the populist policies of its 
rivals but only at the expense of 
country's long-term economic inter¬ 
ests. In an attack on Mr N.T. Rama 
Rao's Rs 2 rice scheme, he said that 
the Opposition Parties make 
promises and within 24 hours of 
being elected descend to Delhi to ask 
for financial assistance. "When they 
promise the moon, they should know 
the State's financial capacity. Making 
promises and then saying that the 
Centre was not giving money and 
making it the scape goat was not fair. 
People are already realising this", he 
said. 

Dr Manmohan Singh was of the 
opinion that the Congress Party or¬ 
ganisation had failed to popularise 
the reforms. He said that the need 
was not to do away with liberalisa¬ 
tion but to project the various 
programmes to the public and ex¬ 
plain the rationale for the reforms 
and policies it had adopted. 

Maharashtra's Chief Minister, 
Mr Sharad Pawar, was of the opinion 
that the liberalised economic policy 
was alone not responsible for the 
party's debacle. He added that in the 
larger national interest it is not ad¬ 
visable to revert the process of 
liberalisation. At the most the centre 
can think of declaring additional con¬ 
cessions to the smaller and aggrieved 
sectors, he said. 

Mr Pawar asserted that there was 
enough room for improvement 
provided the party concentrates on 
strengthening the organisational net¬ 
work all over Jhe country. 

The holding of the crucial As¬ 
sembly elections in five States, in 
February 1995, has made the task of 
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the Finance Minister ail the more dif¬ 
ficult, as the elections coincide with 
the presentation of 19‘>5-96 budget. 
The ftxrus is expected to be on gai ning 
the lost ground by giving short-term 
dividends to the clector.ite. The 
economic policies will definitely be 
attached to the political agenda of the 
Congress. 

Thus, the Finance Minister is ex¬ 
pected to touch only those issues 
which have the potential of giving 
immediate benefits to the people at 
large. The reforms programme on tax 
structure and in financial sector, of 
course, can be expected to be taken 
up as it has the least possibility of 
adding to the tensions. However, fur¬ 
ther liberalisation to allow more 
foreign companies to enter Indian 
market, especially in insurance and 
banking sector, may be postponed for 
the time being. 

There are also apprehensions 
that the government may put a cap 
on foreign institutional investment, 
restrict foreign direct investment to 
core area, delay lowering of customs 
duties and go slow on allowing im¬ 
port of consumer goods. 

Political uncertainty has indeed 
cast its shadow on the pr«xx*ss of 
reforms in the Indian economy, 
which was showing an improvement 
during 1994. The year saw reserves 
increase by $ 4.42 billion. They stood 
at $ 19.5 billion at the end of Novemb¬ 
er. There was substantial increase in 
fiweign investment, both direct and 
in portfoliti flows and the industrial 
growth was eight to nine per cent. 
There was buoyancy as well as 
greater stability of stcxrk markets. Ex¬ 
ports registered a growth of about 15 
per cent despite a temporary setback 
on account of plague. 

Encouraging development was 
seen in the performance of the 
economy at the micro-level as well. 
Many Indian entrepreneurs had al¬ 
ready started to ptwitively respond to 
reforms. 


The grey areas most often 
pointed out are failure on the price 
front, with inflation touching double 
digit after 18 weeks on December 10, 
as well as failure to generate employ¬ 
ment. 

Continuation of ban on con¬ 
sumer goods and non-lowering of 
tariff barriers would delay the 
process of globalisation of the Indian 
economy and to some extent come in 
conflict with GATT norms, to which 
India is a signatory. The changes 
necessary as member of GATT, in In¬ 
tellectual Property Rights, may also 
become difficult in the changed 
political scenario. 

Many economists have sug¬ 
gested that the market economy 
should be made to be stxrially respon¬ 
sible. This is neces.sary tt> avoid both 
the "government excesses" and the 
"market exces.ses" and for ensuring 
more equitable distribution of the 
fruits of economic growth. 


Conclusion 

T he politicians argue that the 
defeat of Congress was be¬ 
cause of the anti-people 
economic policies of Con¬ 
gress and the secular front and prtv 
people populist policies pn^ected by 
the janata Dal and TDP. This is not 
true. A closer analysis reveals that the 
voter actually voted against corrup¬ 
tion and nepotism. 

If we kx)k back we will find that 
this has been done repeatedly since 
the 1970s. Mrs Indira Gandhi’s defeat 
in 1977, Mr Rajiv Gandhi's defeat in 
1989 and the Janata Dal's in 1991 at 
the Centre were due to same reasons; 
corruption, inefficiency and 
nepotism. In Andhra Pradesh TDP 
lost in 1989, again due to the same 
reasons. And so did Janata Dal in 
Karnataka in 1989. 

Populist cards like caste, religion, 
minority issues, reservations do have 
their effect, but very limited. Issues of 
corruption and economic upliftment 
are more dear to the Indian voter than 


secretarian issues. The biggest ex¬ 
ample is Mr V.P. Singh. He came to 
power on issue of corruption. But, 
became obsessed with the reserva¬ 
tion is.sue which ultimately led to his 
downfall. Similarly, BJP's Mandir 
card has not given it much success in 
the long run. Its success in Karnataka 
was more due to the raising^f issues 
like corruption and inefficiency. 

The lesson to be learned is that 
while the issues like caste, reserva¬ 
tions, religion, etc can give .some 
boost to the electoral prospects, over¬ 
exposure on the cost of issues like 
corruption and economic develop¬ 
ment can be disastrous. 

The voter certainly did not vote 
against the policy of lil^ralisation, al¬ 
though he is being made to suffer 
some hardships.’His apathy was 
against the infighting in Congress; 
against the ctwruption brooding in 
the corridors t>f power; and against 
cheap populism. 

It is agreed that economic 
policies and politics do not always go 
together. Still the need is to project the 
policy of econotnic reforms positive¬ 
ly to the people. This is where the 
Congre.ss failed. A hard-sell of the 
long-term economic benefits is re¬ 
quired at the gras.sr(X)ts level. 

It should also be kept in mind 
that the populist subsidies do not 
necessarily guarantee votes. They 
only create ^nkruptcy and corrup¬ 
tion which the voters despise. Mr 
N.T. Rama Rat> should not have lost 
in 1989 if one is to believe that 
populist measures guarantee success. 

The present results have, how¬ 
ever, revived the National Front as a 
political force. With the JD and TDP 
bouncing back to power in Karnataka 
and Andhra Pradesh, and the BJP no 
longer remaining just a north Indian 
entity, Congress-I has been virtually 
reduced to a regional party in terms 
of States it rules. Simultaneously 
Congress monopoly of power at the 
Centre and in mo^ of the States has 
come to an end. The fight will be 
tough in the February 1995 Assembly 
elections. 
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ESSAY 




iModem Technology and 
PaUems of Employment 


F rom the stone Age h> the Hi-Tech 
age the human race has travelled a 
long distance. If hxlay it finds itself 
on the threshold of new discoveries 
and explorations of unparalleled 
excitement, the reasons are not far 
to seek. Modern technology has 
opened new vistas of opp>ortunities 
for all those who are eager to grasp 
them. 

Today's feats of science and tech¬ 
nology are the result of a continuous 
and cdculated efforts. The impact in 
all walks of life is too apparent to be 
ignored. The dreams of yesterday 
have become the realities of tcxiay. 
Modem technology is fast becoming 
an indispensable part of all opera¬ 
tions in industry, agriculture, 
transport, communications, informa¬ 
tion, entertainment, space, water, 
under-ground exploitation of resour¬ 
ces, medicine, etc 

With old ideologies buried deep 
into the vaults of history and the new 
thrust of liberalisation and free- 
market economy becoming a 'fait 
accompli", the contours of employ¬ 
ment arenas are also becoming high¬ 
ly competitive, contractual and 
^obal on content and context. Under 
the towering tutelage of t^hnology, 
patterns of employment are getting 
more and more daunting and 
rewarding. If, in the years gone by, 
the expanding public sector was the 
biggest source of employment in 
countries like India, in the years to 
crane, it will be the private or cor¬ 
porate sector that ingoing to pla^the 

S lvotal role. Patterns of employmmt, 
I the last changing scenario at home 


and abroad, would not remain static 
but would be moulded by the 
demands of market forces under the 
over-all umbrella of technology. In 
the new emerging land-scape the 
need for those holding degrees or 
diplomas in liberal education or 
those claiming to be ‘the jack of all 
trades but masters of none' may not 
find the gi>iug as lucrative as the 
demand for those who are 
specialists. 

As things stand today, the 
employment opportunities may 
shrink for those who are 'rolling 
stones' but vastly expand for those 
who keep pace with the turns and 
twists of technolc^y in the day-to- 
day human quest, a.spirations and 
achievements. Even in the creative 
corridors, machines may move in to 
give a concrete shape to human intui¬ 
tion and imagination. The way tech¬ 
nology is entering into our lives, 
Hnding emplo 3 mient with the ordi¬ 
nary or general degrees would not be 
a child's play. Expertise in new areas 
of exploration and exploitation, 
where problems and possibilities are 
likely to co-exist, the chances of 
cornering a job or starting an inde¬ 
pendent enterprise would go up 
manifold. 

A change in attitude towards 
both work and life style and the in¬ 
creasing use of modem gadgets like 
the aimputer, fax, copier, and even 
mobile phones would enable 
enterprising professiratals to start an 
inde^ndent set-up in comfortable 
home surroundings also. Under the 
increasing influence of technology, 
the educated wife can also bea>me 


more compatible and cooperative to 
her husband whose business opera¬ 
tions are being done from residential 
premises. It goes without saying: 
"Today, everyone wants a com¬ 
puter. If the executive in the West is 
already a walking office, in India 
office gadgets are gearing up for 
going home. Obsoience, caused by 
technological advancements, means 
products are becoming sleeker, more 
sophisticated and compact by the 
day." 

Sky is the limit as far as the use of 
technology is concerned in the cdlec- 
tion and dispersal of informaticm; re¬ 
search and development in space 
exploration and remote sensing 
operations; spread of tele-com¬ 
munications network; innovations 
and fresh initiatives in management 
and advertisement; to name only few 
fields where revolutionary changes 
are taking place every moment. Till 
recently craze for government jobs 
was a compulsive obsession with 
most of the job seekers. The same 
mania drove the best brains to the 
higher echelons of administrative 
services. But now, the outlines on the 
horizons of employment have 
changed drastically and dramatical¬ 
ly. Now the steering is in the reverse 
gear and the most ambitious are look¬ 
ing towards the corporate sector or 
multinationals, where both the pay- 
packets and other perks are much 
higher than what the government 
sector is willing to offer. Thus, tlw 
patterns of employment under the 
magic touch of technology are going 
through a metamorphosis unheard of 
in the past. 
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IAS (MAINS) SPEQAL 


GENERAL STUDIES SCENE 


Q. 1. "The process of structural reforms has 
produced outstanding and tangible results during the 
past about three and a half years." Critically comment on 
the statement. 

Ans. After about three years of subdued economic 
growth rate and disastrous foreign exchange situation, the 
country decided logo in fora process of restructuring the 
economy by way of a process of structural refomisin 1991. 
The situation at that point of time was almost hopeless 
and many experts thought that tlie formula of reforms, 
prescribed by IMF-World Bank combine, may not be able 
to suit the requirements of this country. However, un¬ 
flinching determination on part of the Government U) go 
ahead with the refornts, despite initial setbacks, and con¬ 
tinuation of momentum of reforms during the past 
about three and a half years has proved these apprehen¬ 
sions wrong to a great extent. 

Macro-economic changes brought iibout by the 
Government during the past over three years have 
resulted in rapid economic growth. The growth of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP), which was at meagre 1.1 
per cent during 1*^91-92, recovered to about 4 per cent 
during the next two financial years and during the current 
financial year it is likely to be over 5 per cent. Prcxluction 
of food-grains, which is estimated to be 179.1 million 
tonnes during l‘J93-94, is likely to go further up to 182 
million tonnes this year. The ftxidgrain stocks have been 
very buoyant mainly due to good agricultural output 
during the past over five years. On ^pteinber 1, 1994, 
these stocks were all time high at 30 million tonnes, 
against the minimum buffer stock norm of 22.3 million 
tonnes. Pragmatic measures taken by the Government 
also resulted in a turnaround in the growth rate of in¬ 
dustries which is likely to be over 6 per cent this year. The 
foreign exchange reserves have been very healthy right 
after the initiation of the reforms and in October 1994 
these were as high as $ 19.28 billion. After going haywire 
during the past two years, fiscal deficit is likely to be 
contained to a level of less than 6 per cent of the GDP 
during the 1994-95. The Government has also taken cer¬ 
tain firm steps to effect reform in the financial sector 
including the Capital markets. Banks, monetary system 
and Insurance sector. Of late, the measures to contain 
inflation have also proved effective resulting in contain¬ 
ment of inflation within the desirable limits. The main 
emphasis of inflation containment policy has been on 
control of money supply, this has also resulted in steady 
upsurge in the foreign investment into the country. 

However, it will be wrong to presume that the process 
of economic reforms will prove to be panacea to all 
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economic evils prevailing in our system. There are several 
grey areas in which the effectiveness of the refBrms has 
been below average. The process has also created several 
imbalances in the economy resulting in various economic 
maladjustments. While discussing the achievements of 
the policy of reforms, it should not be forgotten that due 
to amsistently gixxl monsoons in the recent several years, 
the agricultural growth rale has been good which is a 
major factor responsible for go«>d performance of the 
economy during these years. A process of demolition of 
the public sector has already been initiated, which may 
culminate in privatisation of the entire economy and ex¬ 
ploitation of the consumers after the unchecked growth of 
big business houses and monopolies. The so-called 
"globalisation" of the economy pt>ses serious danger to 
the indigenous industry. One good example is in the cold 
drinks market where two multinational giant companies 
have virtually wiped Indian companies out of the market 
within a couple of years. Moreover, the basic philosophy 
of our Constitution as well as economic system namely 
siKialism and equality, has been completely ignored by 
the process of reforms, which firmly believes in the typical 
capitalist axiom that the fruits of development automat¬ 
ically trickle down to the poor in a given period of time. 
The package of reforms dtws not have anything for the 
ptx>r and down-trodden. If tlte revised reform package is 
drawn by the Government, which takes care of the most 
of the areas mentioned above, it may prove to be the ideal 
reform process. 

Q. 2. "Successful launch of PSLV-D2 has done India 
proud." Discuss. Also discuss its likely usefulness to 
India, and future plans of ISRO. 

Ans. October 15, 1994 was an eventful day in the 
history of Indian Space Research Organisation- (ISRO) 
when 44-metre long Polar Space Launch Vehicle (PSLV- 
D2) was successfully launched, putting into orbit 804 kg 
Indian Remote Sensing (IRS-P2). The experimental satel¬ 
lite was successfully ejected and placed in a polar sun- 
synchronous orbit at an altitude of 825 km with a desig¬ 
nated orbit inclination of 98.06*. The remarkable achieve¬ 
ment of the Indian Scientists at ISRO was a solid 
demonstration of rectification of errors and mistakes 
which had led to the failure of PSLV-Dl. It is now made 
known to the entire world that India possesses the 
capabilities to launch one-tonne satellites in a polar sun- 
synchronous orbit, a capability very few countries in the 
world possess. 

The development of this capability would tesult in 
enabling India to laundt its own remote sensing satellites 


•ijf 


after a couple of more developmental flights. Commer¬ 
cialisation of this activity may result in India launching 
the satellites for the other countries also. Notwithstanding 
the apprehensions of various countries of the world, 
which link India's Space Development Programme with 
im<^inary nuclear capabilities, this capability has many 
peaceful uses to which Indian Space Programme is firmly 
committed. India can now launch light weight reconnais¬ 
sance satellites. Moreover, after Rilly developing the 
capability to launch geo-synchronous satellities, India 
will not only have vasdy improved telecommunication 
capability, but also satellite monitoring capabilities which 
are of a great value for our security. The space 
programme is also capable of developing a varieties of 
technologies in agricultural sciences, metallurgy, 
nuclear energy and remote sensing. Indian can alsii 
have exclusive satellites for its armed forces to maintain 
complete security. 

Acquisition of this rare capability is likely to be con¬ 
solidated by the end of 1995. Next step of the space re¬ 
search programme will be the launch of Geostationary 
Launch Vehicle (GSLV) by 1996-97 after which India will 
acquire the ability to launch 2.5 tonne INSAT class of 
satellites. After having achieved that, India will be ready 
to tap Rs 13000 erore a>mmercialHvorld market of launch¬ 
ing of satellites 36000 km above the earth by using 
cryogenic engines. Through MCTR the western powers 
are eager to see Indian programme of developing 
cryogenic motor derailed. Concerted efforts and firm 
determination on part of the scientists of ISRO are essen¬ 
tial to ensure that the programme is not delayed beyond 
the scheduled date. Indian government in general, and 
ISRO in particular, are committed to peaceful application 
of space technology. However, the programme can also 
assist in augmenting the national security measures and if 
similar threat exists at any stage from across the borders, 
this technology will come handy in instantly developing 
even Inter-Continental Ballistic Missiles (ICBMs) for 
delivering conventional as well as nuclear war heads—^a 
rare capability which only a few countries in the world 
boast to possess. At present, however, India has no plans 
to use space research for war purposes. The next logical 
stage would undoubtedly be space exploration which can 
even go upto the level of Strategic Defence Initiative (SDl) 
of the USA, popularly known as "Star Wars", if the cir¬ 
cumstance at that time so desire. 

Q. 3. Write short notes on the following: 

(a) AryaSamaj 

(b) BrahmoSamaj 

(c) Prarthana Samaj 

Ans. (a) Aiya Samaj: During the 19th century, and 
even thereafter, India witnessed various sodo-religious 
moventents out of which Arya Samaj was one of the most 
important Arya Smnaj was founded by Swam! Dayarand i 
in year 18^. This organisation was set up by him after j 

wandering across the country, with the purpose of ' 


propagation of vedic religion and introducing refar)rps'in 
the degenerated Hindu Society. The Society was 1n*.-> 
strumental in introducing sweeping social reforms in the 
form of the propagation of quality educatidn and setting 
up of numerous educational institutions, eradication (rf 
untouchability, education of women, propagating widow 
remarriage and discouragement of early marriages. 
Through its policy of "Shudhi", the society brought many 
converts back to Hinduism. The preachings of Swami 
Dayanand played an important role in promoting the 
nationalism. He propagated smdeshi and self-govern¬ 
ment concepts. Within a short period of time, Arya Samaj 
became a mass movement with numerous followers 
across the country. 

The Britishers regarded DAV educational institutions 
as centres of sedition and revolution. These institutions, 
however, did Yeoman's service to the society by providing 
opportunities of quality education to the common masses. 
In 1892, Arya Samaj split into two parts—DAV College 
Section and Gurukul Section. 

(h) Brahmo Samaj: Raja Ram Mohan Roy, the great 
social and educational reformer established the Brahmo 
Samaj in 1828. Despite his immense contribution to the 
religious reforms the Raja also had deep love for the 
mother-land and was sympathetic towards the poor and 
ignorant He set up Amitya Sabha in 1814 which cul¬ 
minated in setting up of Brahmo Samaj. The society 
preached worship of one God and universal brotherhood, 
it also extended respect to all religions and even preached 
worship by all communities at common place of wor^ip. 
Later, after the death of Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Brahmo 
Samaj split into Adi-Brahmo-Samaj and Sadharan Br^- 
mo Samaj. Keshav Chandra Sen organised a new Church 
known as Navavidhan Samaj. This society modernised 
the traditional outl(X)k of traditional Hindus towards the 
modern and western ideas. Even now Brahmo Samaj has 
its followers and institutions in various parts of the 
country. 

(c) Prarthana Samaj: In 1849, a society known as 
Paramhans Sabha was established in Maharashtra. Al¬ 
though this organisation lost its influence soon, l> Atma 
Ram Pandurang initiated another organisation known as 
Prarthana Samaj, with a view to promote rational worship 
and social reforms. The society started educational 
facilities for the working people and girls. Wite a view to 
uplift the depressed clas.ses a Depressed Class Mission 
was also started. An orphanage and an asylum was also 
set up. Sir R.G. Bhandarkar and Justice Ranade were the 
renowned members of the society. Justice Ranade also 
established Deccan Education Society and contributed a 
lot towards the education of the people at large. The 
society did a tremendous job in Deccan in social reforms 
and upliftment of the women, poor and the down-trod¬ 
den and payed way for several other similar organisations 
to work for upliftment of the needy and to effect other 
religious and social reforms. 
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ARGUMEhUATIbN 


Argumentative Questions 
Social and Economic Problems 


Curfew; A Repressive 
Tool 

Q. Imposing cuxfcw smacks of 
dictatorship. Give arguments For 
and Against this view. 

Ans. Section 144 of the Criminal 
Procedure Code empoxocrs a District 
Magistrate, a Sub-Divisional or any 
other Executive Magistrate specially em¬ 
powered by the State Government to 
make a written order stating the material 
facts directing any person "to abstain 
from a certain act or to take certain order 
with certain property in his possession or 
under bis management''. This Section 
has been invoked time and again to con¬ 
trol many a socially or politically trig- 
gered-off situation. But does this 
constitutional tool merely control or does 
it quell? Is it used to protect the liberty of 
the citizens or to prevent them from exer¬ 
cising it? 

Arguments For the View 

1. Curfew is used as an instru¬ 
ment of naked repression by un¬ 
popular governments when lliey feel 
that any mass demonstration of 
public resentment would shake their 
precarious control. For instance, cur¬ 
few was imposed in Srinagar on July 
2, 1984, the day the Shah Ministry 
was installed, and continued for days 
thereafter. Gul Shah gave the game 
away when he said, "But, why 
should people take on bullets to 
make him (Farooq Abdullah) Chief 
Minister?" 

2. Imposition of curfew is a 
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blatant violation of the fundamental 
right of a citizen to freedom of speech 
and expression. To ban meetings and 
processions is to muzzle organised 
protest. To impose a curfew is to stifle 
and repress spontaneous, unor¬ 
ganised protest by the people at 
large. 

3. Controlling the populace 
through a repressive measure like a 
curfew smacks of a lack t)f confidence 
in the administrators to handle any 
situation that arises if allowed to 
evolve naturally. 

4. The Section assumes that the 
powers inherent in it would be exer¬ 
cised honestly and legitimately. What 
are the guarantees? 

5. Section 144 can be u.sed only 
when "immediate prevention- or 
speedy remedy is desirable". More 
often than not it is used only when 
situations take an ugly turn. Rather a 
ban should be imposed on the 
reprehensible measures adopted by 
political parties for their own vested 
interests that trigger off the protests 
in the first place. It is stKially 
dangerous to fan public resentment 
and tlien bkKk all the safety valves 
for its release. 

6. The fact that a citizen can rep¬ 
resent against a curfew order is an 
illusory safeguard because the repre¬ 
sentation has to be made to the very 
Magistrate who ordered the curfew 
in the first place. 

Arguments Against the \fiew 

1. Rather than a dictatorial 
measure, purfew is instead an impor¬ 


tant tool to protect democratic prin¬ 
ciples. It is not just the province of 
unpopular governments, but even 
upright governments use it to 
prevent anti-national elements from 
fanning the confusfed sentiments of a 
vulnerable populace. Kashmir, for in¬ 
stance is a state perpetually at 
crosspurposes with itself. By 
preventing public gatherings at cru¬ 
cial times, the government is able to 
buy time for soothing feelings that 
would have otherwise erupted in 
destructive mass hysteria. 

2. Rights cannot exist in isola- 
titm from duties. The State has the 
responsibility of maintaining law 
and order for all. In a situation like a 
communal flare up, where there is a 
threat to the life and liberty of a par¬ 
ticular section of the population, the 
State is totally within its rights to use 
curfew imposition to control the 
movements of a section of the 
populace from impinging on the civil 
liberties of another. 

3. If not stopped in time, certain 
situations can develop into very ugly 
incidents involving mass scale 
butchering and annihilation. This not 
only has an immediate impact but 
can create social divides for genera¬ 
tions to come, in its own way, cur¬ 
few is a safety valvB that allows 
people to calm down in the isola¬ 
tion of their homes rather than be 
incited to commit offences by a 
firebrand speaker on a street corner. 

4. There are hardly any chances 
of Section 144 being misused by the 


administration because any order 
passed under it has to withstand fur¬ 
ther judicial sautiny in the need for 
the exercise of the power, in its ef¬ 
ficiency and in the extent of the ap- 
pHcatidn. 

5. Rather than reflecting on the 
incompetency of the administration, 
curfew orders instead are evidence of 
a watchful administration who know 
exactly when a situation is getting 
out of hand. 

6. Representations are judged 
on their merit. If they were decided 
only on the basis of which litigating 
party lias the more clout, there would 
be no need to have judicial institu¬ 
tions in the country. If curfew is im¬ 
posed wrongly or Uk) infrequently 
or misu.sed by the State in any way, 
the courts in the land are always 
there for the redressal of genuine 
grievances. 

Villains or Heroes 

Q. The media does a social dis¬ 
service in glorifying criminals into 
celebrities. Give arguments For and 
Against this view. 

Ans. People, as a subject of netos 
stories, magazine features, screenplays, 
have always held an endless fascination. 
The wore colourful the life of the 
protagonist, and the more its contrast to 
the humdrum existence of the audience, 
the more eagerly it is lapped up. The box 
office appeal of almost all the commercial 
films lies in their masala of sex, crime 
and violence. Smutty magazines sell on 
the basis of the explicitness of titeir stories 
and pictures. Tabloids sell on the basis of 
their appeal to the baser instincts. Are the 
media justified in operating on 
Gresham's law of bad money driving 
good money out circulation? lust be¬ 
cause blood and gore sells and brings in 
the cash, is it ethical to feed impres¬ 
sionable minds such an mhealthy diet? 
With the recent advent of the anti-hero 
conceit in mainstream cinema, is it wise 
to gitfe social licence to atrocities gom- 
mitted in the name of love? Finally, ds it 
rigfit to hop public interest alive by turn¬ 
ing rml-Ufe villains into paper and cel¬ 


luloid heroes? 

Arguments For the View 

1. Phoolan Devi, unleashed a 
reign of terror in UP and MP in the 
early eighties. Today, 12 years after 
her surrender, she is feted as a legend, 
offered tickets by political parties, 
hounded by publication houses and 
film producers. Why? Because even 
during her long incarceration, she 
was kept alive by the media. A sensa¬ 
tional law-breaker, who defied the 
might of the State for a long time, she 
is projected as a woman who dared to 
play the upper castes at their own 
game. No amount of atnxnties jus¬ 
tifies taking the law into one's own 
hands, but this is what all the media 
hype is teaching us to believe. 

2. Haji Mastan, a notorious 
smuggler was the role model for 
many movie villains; Harshad Mehta 
and Dawood Ibrahim provided the 
inspiration for many film scripts 
based on stock scams and large-scale 
bombings. Auto Shankar's biog¬ 
raphy provides its own insight into 
the psyche of a serial killer. All this 
seems very inocuous but when these 
stories make chilling intrusions into 
our reality and everyday lives, that is 
when it becomes dangerous. Films on 
these people provide anti-stKial ele¬ 
ments with new ideas and strategies. 
The worst-thing is that these carry 
more weight because they did not 
emerge from the script writer's im¬ 
agination. Rather they were enacted 
by real people in real-life situations— 
be it scams, robberies, dacoities, kid¬ 
nap or assassination attempts. 

3. Research studies have con¬ 
clusively established that audience 
identification with what is projected 
on the screen is more amongst 
adolescents, the mentally weak and 
those belonging to the lower socio¬ 
economic scale. Already beleaguered 
with evils of poverty and discrimina¬ 
tion, it does not take much to push a 
law-abiding citizen into a life of 
crime. The media, by imbueing these 
real-life criminals with a Robin Hood 
mystique, are also to be blamed for 


encouraging mixed-up adolescents 
these criminals for role models—^all 
for peer acceptance or get-rich-quick 
dreams. 

4. Sometimes back, students 
belonging to the Student Federation 
of India held a mtxk convocation in 
Kottayam to award degrees to, 
among others, Veerappan, a 
notorious ivory poacher, sandal¬ 
wood smuggler and cc^-killer. This 
was a novel way of protesting against 
the penchant of some universities to 
confer honorary doctorates on in¬ 
eligible persons. A film on Veerappan 
has won the Karnataka government's 
1991-92 Film of the Year award. It is 
just as inappropriate. 

5. A part of the blame for the 
glorification of these criminals goes 
to society as well. The psuedo-intel- 
lectuals of today condemn moral 
judgements as simplistic and un¬ 
sophisticated. For them these 
criminals are not so much wrong¬ 
doers as wronged. But in our zeal to 
understand the Harshad Mehtas of 
this world, we do not quite realise 
when this quest for understanding 
turns into admiration for genius. 
Perhaps what John Major said in the 
context of rising child crime in 
Britain holds equally true for us. We 
must learn, he said, to condemn a 
little more and understand a little 
less. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Shekhar Kapoor, the director 
of Bandit Queen told a French jour¬ 
nalist during the Cannes Festival: 
"Gang rape, child marriage and such 
things have been there in India for a 
long time. I read about it in the papers 
and I was not outraged by it. But I 
have made this film to outrage men." 
Rather than the glorification of a 
criminal, this film, and others like it, 
portray the realities that led a law- 
abiding citizen to a life of crime. They 
are a powerful lesson to society of 
what the evils permeating our system 
can do and a responsible citizen 
would appreciate these films in that 
light. 
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2. No one is absolutely perfect. 
There are enough media stories on 
modern-day saints running sex dens. 
By the same parallel, even these so- 
called criminals can. have hearts 
gold or be hapless underdogs 
beneath their veneer of fearsome 
marauders. So they too should be 
given the opportunity to tell the 
world their story, rather than live on 
as distorted myths. 

3. It is true that there is a strong 
sense of identification with the star 
but it would be wrong to blame the 
media for this. The fault lies with the 
audience, or rather with society at 
large. The producers or publishers 
are in it for the money, they have no 
moral obligation. But as parents, we 
have the moral obligation tc bring up 
mature, balanced children; as 
government offlcials, politicians, so¬ 
cial workers and individuals we have 
the moral obligation to reduce the 
gap between the haves and have- 
nots. Life entails Its own pressures. 
There is no way that everything 
detrimental to a susceptible in¬ 
dividual should be banned, rather, 
the answer lies in building up his 
resistance to these pressures and his 
tendency to escape into the make- 
believe world of cinema and books. 

4. The awards given to these pic¬ 
tures are a tribute to the work of the 
artistes, the director etc and not be- 
cavise the subject is Phoolan, Veerap¬ 
pan or Srinivasan. If this was the case, 
why isn't it that every film or story 
based on dacoits and assassinations 
have not won similar awards? 

5. A cynical way of looking at it 
all is that today life is a commodity 
market. In a fast liberalising world, it 
is difficult to speak against some¬ 
thing or someone that sells. When 
our system is being governed by the 
norms/normlessness of the com¬ 
modity market, why pick on the 
media for doing the same thing? 

Part-time Privatisation 

Q. Establishment of pay clinics 
in government hospitals can cure 
many ills in one go. Give arguments 


For and Against this view. 

Ans. Progressively increasing cuts 
in the health services budget has done 
nothing to improve the sorry state of af¬ 
fairs already existing in government 
hospitals. The time has now come to em¬ 
bark on a self-sufficiency drive for seek¬ 
ing funds elsewhere. Merely increasing 
Oi’D hours is not the answer, as this will 
only result in overcrowding and overbur¬ 
dening without giving any monetary 
returns. Does the answer lie in increas¬ 
ing OPD hours along with charging a 
fee? 

Arguments For the View 

1. Medical science is advancing 
in leaps and bounds, both in research 
and technological development. It is 
no secret that government hospitals 
find it difficult to keep pace with 
these developments even with 
government aid or budgetary sup¬ 
port. Any propi>sal that brings in the 
cash to make this possible is justified 
on this count alone. 

2. The poor cannot afford 
private clinics so they travel from far 
and wide seeking medical care at 
government hospitals. The lesultant 
over<rowding the low population- 
hospital bed ratio, the over-worked 
doctors make it impossible to give 
adequate attention and care to every 
patient who comes to a government 
hospital. Hence again the desperate 
need to mobilise additional resources 
for hospital upgradation. 

3. Because the poor are in no 
position to pay the treatment costs, 
it is the affluent section which will 
have to be tapped by setting up 
paying OPDs. Government doctors 
are the best because of their vast 
experience and academic excellence 
and the rich wouldn't mind paying 
for their services as long as they 
don't have to stand in queues to do 
so. 

4. The money generated by pay 
clinics can be channelised for up¬ 
keep and revamping e.g. com¬ 
puterisation, appointing more staff; 
better nursing facilities, cleaner and 


more comfortable furnishing, 
even research. The development 
pace thus enhanced can be passed 
on to the poorer sections. 

5. Pay clinics wilt also put paid 
the temptation to start illegal private 
practices by government doctors. As 
also the mushrooming of private 
hospitals all over the cotintry that 
have turned doctors into virtual 
businessmen. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Having pay clinics will only 
legitimise lopsided services. 

2. Government doctors are al¬ 
ready an overburdened lot. Pay 
clinics will only increase their work 
as they would now have to divide 
their time between the free OPDs and 
inpatients and the paid OPDs and In¬ 
patients. 

3. Further, these pay clinics 
would have to offer facilities like neat 
and clean consultation 
rooms/wards—well staffed with 
adequate round-the-clock investiga¬ 
tive facilities, special emergency ser¬ 
vices and home visit facilities—In 
short all the services that private 
hospitals offer. Then only will the 
people pay. 

4. The concept of pay clinics is 
built on a wrong premise. The rich 
don't necessarily like to pay up for 
something that they are already get¬ 
ting for free by virtue of exercising 
their influence and contacts. It is no 
secret that senior doctors have to 
devote a lot of working time attend¬ 
ing to the VIPs. 

5. There are various other re¬ 
lated issues. Will a pay clinic 
patient also be entitled to a free bed 
or preferential appointment for 
laboratory investigations? What is 
the guarantee that on the weight of 
their money, the riph won't even¬ 
tually take over the government 
hospitals? In tlie final analysis, the 
concept of pay clinics seems to 
militate against the very 
'socialist' basis of Indian govern¬ 
ment hospitals. 
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CAREER 


How to Prepare for Civil Services 
(Preliminary) Examination 


In the modem day world when the 
jobs in the private sector have allured 
majority of bright young persons, Civil 
Services have managed to remain one of 
the most sought-after careers. Every year 
lakhs of bright youth try their luck and 
competence in the Civil Services 
Examination conducted by .the Union 
Public Service Commission (UPSC). 
Among the various competitive 
examinations for Government jobs Civil 
Services Examination is the most keenly 
contested one. 

Tough Competition 

The examination promises a 
tough competition in which 7()U to 
8U() candidates are finally selected 
after holding a three tier competition. 
To short list the genuine and 
hardworking candidates for the main 
examination, a preliminary 
examination is held which also acts 
as screening test to weed-out the vast 
majority of non-genuine candidates. 
After this exercise, limited number of 
candidates, who figure high in the 
order of merit in the preliminary 
examination in their category, are 
admitted to the main examination. 
While preliminary examination is 
multi-choice objective type in nature, 
the main examination is convention 
and descriptive type. 

For being eligible to take the 
examination, a candidate must be a 
graduate in any disdplipi! from any 
recognized university or hold an 
equivalent qualification, with a 
minimum of 21 years of age. The 
upper age limit has, however, keeps 
d^ging from 26 to 28 years ftom 
time to time. At present this limit is 28 
years. Every candidate is allowed to 
take the examination only^hree 
times, which includes attempts'^t the 
preKminary examination also. 
Frelitninary examination usually 


takes place in June every y^r and the 
main examination in 
Octdjer/November. Results of main 
examination are declared in 
February/March of the next year and 
interviews usually take place in April. 
Final merit list is released by June. 

Prelims: A Stiff Challenge 

As stated earlier, preliminary 
examination is a qualifying screening 
test and the marks obtained in the 
examination are not counted towards 
the final merit. However, it is wrong 
to presume that being qualifying in 
nature this examination is easy to 
overcome. The competition at this 
stage is the toughest as lakhs of 
candidates are admitted to prelims 
every year. The candidates desirous 
of qualifying this examination 
should be a cut above others as 
majority of the candidates (90 to 95 
per cent) are eliminated at this stage 
itself. To overcome this first and 
foremost hurd le to the glorious career 
of civil services, thorough 
preparations are required. 

Scheme of Examination 

Preliminary examination is 
usually held in the month of June. 
The advertisement for the 
examination appears in the leading 
newspapers usually during January. 
Detailed advertisement appears in 
the concerned "Employment News" 
in English and "Rozgar Samachar" in 
Hindi, which carry the details of 
syllabus and scheme of examination. 
The examination is held on a Sunday 
usually in June and both the papers 
are conducted in the morning and 
evening sessions. The examination 
has two papers as under: 

Paper 1 General Studies 

150 Marks 

Paper U Optional Subject 

aOOMarks. 


Both the papers are objective 
type with multiple choice answers. 
There is, however, no negative 
marking. The paper on General 
Studies is of 2-hour duration and 
contains questions oh current afhiirs, 
both national as well asirrternatitmal. 
Economy, Geography, day to day 
science. Economic Geography, 
Planning, Budgeting, Indian Polity & 
Constitution, Modern Indian History, 
Agriculture, Indian Culture, 
Statistics and Reasoning. A couple of 
brain teasers and interpretation of 
tables and figures etc can also be 
expected. Paper-II is optional and the 
candidates are required to select one 
optional subject out of a long list of 
subjects including Agriculture, 
Animal Husbandry k. Veterinary 
Science, Botany, Chemistry, Civil 
Engineering, Commerce, Economics, 
Electronic Engineering, Geography, 
Geology, Indian History, Law, 
Mathematics, Mechanical 

Engineering, Philosophy, Physics, 
Political Science, Psychology Public 
Administration, Sociology, Eristics 
and Z(x>logy etc. 

{a) General Studies: First paper 
is compulsory and contains 
questions on general avyareness. The 
syllabus for this paper is very vast 
and requires extensive study of all 
aspects of the syllabus. Good number 
of questions are asked on day to day 
science, economy and planning. 
National Movement and current 
affairs pertaining to national polity 
and other relevant and related 
matters. There are 15 to 20 qiwstions 
on data interpretation and reasoning. 
These questions need sufficient 
practice but ono cari be sure of good 
score in this'part of the paper widi a 
little bit of practice and self- 
confidence. 

(6) Optional Subject: Optional 
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subject is more important in the 
entire scheme of examination fur the 
preliminary examination. It contains 
300 marks and a candidate doing 
exceptionally well In this paper can ' 
hope to qualify the prelims. This 
usually should be the key subject of a 
candidate with an eye on the main 
examination. If optional is prepared 
well for the preliminary and the same 
subject is also planned to be opted as 
one of the optiunals in the main 
examination, it is very useful, as the 
syllabi of the two optiunals are not 
materially different from one 
another. Hence, a lot of time should 
be devoted on his paper so that one 
does very well In it to qualify the 
prelims and to ensure that a lot of 
labour is also saved for the main 
examination. To do so, the candidates 
must choose this subject very carefully. 
Normally it should not be an entirely 
new subject far the candidates and tlie 
candidates must have rich and 
adequate study material tm it. 

Preparations 

Considering the tough and 
challenging competition offered by 
the examination, proper, timely and 
well planned preparations are 
required to be made. If preparations 
are started rightaway on 
advertisement for prelims, a 
candidate gets clear 6-month time for 
the examination which must be 
utilised optimally. 

General Studies paper is 
important as it covers a wide 
spectrum of subjects from almost all 
academic disciplines. Good 
introductory btx)ks on Indian Polity, 
Economy & Planning, National 
Movement and a backgrounder on 
current affairs is very essential. To 
supplement it all, a good General 
Knowledge Refresher, a good 
competition-oriented magazine and 
standard national news-paper is also 
es.sential. If one could procure the old 
question papers, it would be ideal 
and give every candidate a glimpse 
of what he or she is likely to 
encounter. "The Competition 
Master" is a complete magazine 
which not only gives adequate 


coverage to various papers on 
General Studies, Tests of Reasoning, 
Current Affairs, Previous Solved 
Civil Services Examination 
questions, but also provides 
important and quality features of 
importance from the point of view of 
competition. Two books published 
by M/s Khanna Dn>thers (Publishers) 
Chandigarh namely "Current Affairs 
and Backgrounders" and "General 
Knowledge Refresher" are 
particularly useful specially for the 
candidates with little knowledge and 
exposure to the General Studies and 
Current Affairs. The above 
mentioned material can be 
sufficiently supplemented by the 
Year Book brought out by the 
Ministry of Information and 
Broadcasting, Govt, of India, latest 
plan document and at least two 
years' pre-budget Economic Surveys 
(Published by the Ministry referred 
to above). 

In addition to the rich study 
material, the candidates also require 
adequate practice in attempting the 
objective type question, particularly 
those who have less exposure in this 
type of technique. Occasionally, lack 
of practice results in the inability of 
the candidates to attempt the entire 
paper within stipulated time, even 
though they know answers to most of 
the remaining questions. Every issue 
of this magazine provides the readers 
with opportunity to master the art of 
attempting objective type questions 
in all disciplines. 

Attempt 

After the preparations are 
complete, next step is a good attempt. 
It may happen that even after good 
preparations and knowing most of 
the answers, the attempt turns out to 
be poor. Conversely, a less prepared 
candidate with a good attempt may 
be successful. As all the questions are 
to be attempted, the attempt does not 
have the conventional meaning and 
means the correct method of 
attempting the questions. Previous 
years' question papers and practice 
of solving model question papers 
with speed and accuracy is very 
critical in attempting the question 


papers correctly. In the General 
Studies paper, endeavour should be 
to attempt the qu^tions, answer to 
which are known beyond any doubt. 
Other known questions should be 
attempted as the second priority so 
that no time is wasted and the known 
answers are marked immediately. 
Next in priority should' be the 
questions wluch need a little bit of 
head scratching before finding out 
remaining questions about which the 
candidate is not very sure and has to 
depend on selective guess work. 

Similar approach can be useful 
while attempting the paper on 
optionals. Those questions should be 
attempted first, answers to which are 
known beyond any doubt to the 
candidate and the questions not 
known at all shoufd be accorded the 
lowest priority and should be 
attempted by following the process 
of elimination. 

Candidates often face a 
dilemma—^whether or not to join a 
coaching institute. While coaching is 
highly useful for success in the main 
examination as well as personal 
interview, ite usefulness is not of that 
degree for the preliminary 
examination. There are no two views 
that coaching in a gcx>d institute giws 
a long way in assisting a candidate to 
negotiate the examination 
successfully. It has an added 
advantage of continuous interaction 
with other candidates which gives a 
lot of seifconfidence to a candidate. 
But finally, it is the own effort of a 
candidate which makes the real 
difference in the end. But there is one 
big disadvantage. The candidates 
have to waste a lot of the time in a 
coaching institute and at times, have 
to learn whatever is already known 
to them. Optimum utilisation of time 
for studies can be made by self-study 
in which vital decisions like "what to 
study", "how much to study" and 
"when to study" can also be taken by 
the candidates themselves. The fin«(l 
decision about coaching would, 
however, depend on the peculiar 
circumstances but the ultimate aipa 
still remains tosuccessfully appear in 
the examinaticm. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Human beings without 
nails 

Q. Suppose human beings do 
not have nails. Explain three pos> 
sible consequences if such a thing 
happens. 

Ans. Human body, as conceived 
and created by God, is a perfect 
specimen of His workmanship. 
Everything is in its own place and 
every organ, whether visible or in¬ 
visible, has been assigned a definite 
role to play. God forbid, if human 
beings lose nails on their persims, the 
following consequences would ac¬ 
crue: 

1. Human beings without nails 
would be deprived of the natural 
protective cover provided to the 
fingers of hands and feet. Even their 
strength to kick, push or puli would 
be adversely affected. Without nails, 
finger tips would lose their shape and 
stiffness, sometimes badly needed to 
scratch or rub our own bodies to 
relieve them of pain or irritation. In 
matters of earning one's livelihood, 
as well as entertaining oneself with 
games and sports, the going would 
become tough with the grip and grit 
of nails gone for ever, ^ides, jobs 
where the presence of nails helps in 
exerting pressure without hurting 
the fingers, would be lost to one and 
all. 

2. The absence of nails would 
dilute the excellence of performance 
of creative artists, painters and 
musicians. Without nails, the 
musicians might find it fough and 
troublesome to stir the strings of their 
instruments. 

3. Women would be deprived of 
their favourite hobby or passion of 
embellishing their nails with dif¬ 
ferent varieties of nail polishes. All 
the indcffitrial units, pr^ucing'nail 
polish,.wouid have to close do^. In 

. ab^ce of nails on human body, 
future generations of teachers and- 


learners alike might fail to fully rom- 
prehend the use of idioms like 'tooth 
and nail', 'nail-biting finish' and the 
like. 

Taking the bull by the 
horns 

Q. Tliere is a saying, 'Take the 
bull by the horns." What are your 
views on this saying. Substantiate 
your views by giving instances and 
examples from your experience, 
reading and knowledge. 

Ans. Of all the species under the 
sun, only human beings are 
equipped with intelligence, in¬ 
genuity and intuition to face a dif¬ 
ficulty or danger boldly. Since 
disruptions and disasters can visit 
upon us suddenly, it is quite an uphill 
task to predict in advance the time 
and place of their occurrence and in¬ 
tensity. Despite all the gadgets and 
highly sophisticated tools at our com¬ 
mand, it is not a child's play to 
forecast the shape of things to come. 
But still, with all the limitations and 
uncertainties knocking at the door all 
the time, human beings have the 
capacity and capbility to take the 
bull by the horns and prove their su¬ 
periority over their rivals and 
enemies. 

No one can rule out the happen¬ 
ing of natural as well as man-made 
calamities and their cruel consequen¬ 
ces in the form of homelessness, 
death and destruction, disease and 
disabili^. On the individual, social or 
national levels, steps are t^en on a 
war footing to meet the eventualities 
and sinister situations, before they 
become unmanageable and unnerv¬ 
ing. For a tragedy like an earthquake, 
drought, flo^s, epidemics, the in¬ 
domitable courage and timely action 
are the best guarantees to meet the 
challei^e head-on and rise to the oc¬ 
casion unscathed and unscarred. 

At the individual level, when 
wme one, otherwise promising and 


precocious, is disabled by some acci¬ 
dent or childhood disease and a life 
of helplessness looms large, the vic¬ 
tim with courage and confidence 
takes the bull by the horns and chan¬ 
ges the course and complexion of his 
life. Gone are the days when the 
handicappd were left in the Ituch to 
curse their fate and indulge in self- 
pity. Now, if diere are mishaps here 
and there, the remedial measures are 
also available in abundance. 'Where 
there is a will, there is way' has been 
said of human beings caught in the 
mud and mire of circumstances but 
determined to come out victorious. 
There are innumerable examples of 
such men and women as have made 
a mockery of difficulties and dangers 
and achieved stupendous successes 
over their adversaries. 

In anticipation of some impend¬ 
ing dangers and difficulties that the 
course of life unfolds, human beings 
are always ready to confront them 
half-way. Without being complacent, 
everyone has to be both mentally and 
physically prepred to display his 
supremacy over all adverse situa¬ 
tions otherwise he will be left licking 
his wounds. In all ages, man's des¬ 
tiny has been linked with his fore¬ 
sight and farsight in taming and 
turning the enemy to his de«res and 
designs. He cannot afford to take 
things lying down but has to give a 
fitting rebuff to all difficulties and 
face the dangm with faith and firm¬ 
ness in his abilities and acumen. The 
old saying that 'success is the crown 
and glory of man' can become a 
reali^ only if human beings, ir¬ 
respective of their status or stature, 
"take the bull by the horns" and 
sweeten the cup ik life that has been 
served to them. 

Population axplosion and 
compulsoiy ateiiliaation 

Q. "The only way to control 
pppi^tion growth is compulsoiy 
steiilizatloii." Give two aiguments 
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in .favour and two arguments 
aga^tthe above statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. The writing on the wall is 
clear and candid. We are sitting on a 
tinder box which may not take very 
long to explode as far as the growing 
graph of i^pulation is concerned. No 
doubt, family planning or family 
welfare measures have yielded some 
positive results, but the failure on this 
front far exceeds the negligible suc¬ 
cess, In fact, persuasion has only 
worked among the educated or the 
upwardly mobile sections of society. 
As far as the most vulnerable or fer¬ 
tile segments are concerned, the 
measures or incentives have touched 
the tip of the ice-berg. Hence, there is 
no escape from resorting to a>mpul- 
sory sterilization, if the menacing 
monster of growing numbers is to be 
kept under check. 

2. The 'powers that be', 
whatever their composition or aim- 
plexion, should not be solely guided 
oy the politics of 'vote bank' while 
using compulsion with compas.sion 
to control the growing peculation. 
The cost of exerting pressure on the 
people, who have failed to respond to 
the growing challenge, may be a little 
har^ fur the politicians, but the risk 
has to be taken before it gets Uw late 
to turn the tide. Demtcfaphers have 
already warned us that by the tuni of 
the century India's population would 
cross one hundred crore mark for 
whom providing food, clothing, 
housing, schooling, sanitation, health 
care, ct al would pose a formidable 
dilemma. Without fear or favour, it is 
high time coercion is used to sterilize 
all those who have more than two 
children. Today's compulsion may 
become tomorrow's comfort for all. 

Aiguments against tihe statement 

1. The zealots of compulsory 
sterilization should not forget the ex¬ 
cesses of Emergency committed on 
people of all classes in the name of 
population control and family wel- 
mre programme. When a free hand is 
given to bureaucracy or official 
machinery, in sensitive matters like 
^is« the results are bound to be quite 
unsavoury. With no accountability as 


the guiding principle for acts of com¬ 
mission and omission, the 'targeted 
people' are likely to be treated as 
dumb driven cattle and subjected to 
all types of ill-treatments and 
humiliations. When such is the likely 
scenario emerging, the advocates of 
compulsory sterilization should 
pause and ponder over their exces¬ 
sive enthusiasm. 

2. In a country like India, where 
nearly a third of its population is 
living below the poverty line, every 
birth in a poor man's family is an 
additional hand of earning. This 
earning, though mean and meagre, 
goes to augment the family's cash 
and that is where the crux of the prob¬ 
lem lies. Before advocating the adop¬ 
tion of steps like compulsory 
sterilization, the policy planners 
should first devise such economic 
policies as can reduce the poverty of 
the most ptx>r. Otherwise the remedy 
suggested would prove more costly 
than the malady itself. 

Improving 

employer-employee 

relationships 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to improve employer- 
employee relationships in big or¬ 
ganisations. Explain how the 
measures suggested by you would 
be helpful. 

Ans. There is no denying, the 
fact that ours is primarily an agricul¬ 
tural country. But, we cannot refuse 
to see and believe the fast changing 
and expanding industrial horizons 
under the impact of liberalisation- 
cum-globalisation of our economy. In 
order to keep pace with the quality 
and culture of relations, that the es¬ 
tablishment and management of big 
organisations are bound to throw up, 
a new look at the employer-employee 
relationships is the crying need of the 
hour. The days of whims and fads 
and centralisation of all powers in a 
few hands are nearly gone. The key to 
the successful running of a big or¬ 
ganisation lies as much in areas of 
planning, development and market¬ 
ing, as in fostering cordial relations 
between the employer and the 
employee. In order to luive the most 
constructive and courteous relation¬ 


ships between the two, the following 
measures can prove quite efifMtive! 

The policy of hiring and firbig an 
employee on one pretext or the other 
should be thrown lock, stock and bar¬ 
rel into the nearest drain. Instead, 
selection, promotion and other 
benefits should go to those who show 
merit, skill and aptitude fd)* the job. 
One of the benefits of a well-trained 
and committed work force can be the 
projection of the right kind of image 
of the organisation. This would also 
result in the creation of a congenial 
atmosphere, where the usual tactics 
or tricks like spying or surveillance 
would become a thing of the past. 
Employer-employee relationships 
can improve a lot and the employees 
work better if they are 'empowers'— 
it makes the job mmre interesting and 
increases their motivation and sense of 
involvement 

It is a well established fact that 
both suspicion and distrust dis¬ 
courage creative thinking and 
productive initiative. Therefore, no 
management, tnore so no big or¬ 
ganisation, should ever resort to the 
policy of'd ivide and rule'. This short¬ 
sighted approach may give 
dividends in the short run but ul¬ 
timately it is bound to boomerang. In 
a 'hush-hush milieu', employers and 
employees are found on two irrecon¬ 
cilable sides of an organisation. No 
organisation can prosper if there is a 
war of nerves and a rupture of rela¬ 
tions between the employers and 
employees. Hence, in order to 
promote positive employer- 
employee relationships, every effort 
should be made to build or construct 
as many bridges of understanding as 
possible. 

Care, concern and consideration 
on the part of an employer and devo¬ 
tion and commitment towards the 
progress of the organisation from the 
employees, can go a long way in bet¬ 
tering emplc^er-«mpij|oyee relation- : 
ships. If possible, trw management 
should host parties or aitange get- - 
togethers on important days or fes¬ 
tivals where the.family members of 
employers and employees can nieet 
informally and. give a booet to th|lr 
relations. '.O'. 

. . . .I" - "" . . . . . ... 
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OBJECnVE-TYff QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGU/^ 


* Read the following passages care¬ 
fully and answer the questions 
basM on the texts of the passages. 

I 

The basic problem with criticism 
is that it hurts our ego. We prefer the 
illuaon of perfection to having to 
confront the difficult process of 
change. It is easy to pay lip-service to 
the notion that no one is perfect, but 
when it comes to application, it is a 
different story. Criticism, by defini¬ 
tion, is the process of confronting our 
imperfections. In order to learn from 
others' evaluation, we must keep in 
mind that life is a process of trial and 
error. We never really "make it". 
Criticism simply forces us to aime 
closer to the t)^e of person we wOUld 
like to be. It is imperative to cultivate 
the ability to listen to criticism. When 
somebody criticises us, we must 
work against the tendency to defend 
ourselves. Listening to criticism 
meansattending to what is being said 
about US. 

1. What is wrong with 
criticism? 

(a) It shakes our ccmfidence 
{b) It aims at insulting us 
(c) It offends t)ur pride 
(<0 It hurts our self-esteem 

2. One of the following state¬ 
ments is Tnte: 

(a) No one is perfect 

(b) life is not a process of trial 
and error 

(c) Criticism is always biased 
(<0 We are always pleased 

widi criticism 

3. Whatistheaimof&iticism? 

(a) to discourage us 

Qf) to irritate us 

(c) to show us our real face 

(<0 to indtdge in loose talk 

4. What does the expression 
"make ft" mean? 

(a) seldcMn take thing|,ln 
right perspec^ve ‘i 
0) ^ nevw beUeye in con* . 


structive criticism 

(c) no one can make improve 
himself with criticism 

(d) we are not serious to be¬ 
come better through effort 
and failure. 

Choose the meaning of the fol¬ 
lowing that is the nearest to the 
idiom or word underlined in the 
passage: 

5. to pay lip-«ervice: 

(a) toappreciate the opinion of 
others 

{b) to approve but fail to prac- 
, tise 

(c) to enter into an argument 

(d) to give priority to self-im¬ 
provement 

6. Confront: 

(a) challenge 
(f») oppose 

(c) resist 

(d) face 

Choose the meaning that is op¬ 
posite to the following words as 
used in the passage: 

7. illusion: 

(a) fact 
(h) reality 

(c) suggestion 
\d) narration 

8. defend: 

(a) criticise 

(b) annoy 

(c) offend 

(d) provoke 

II 

High technology, modernisation, 
liberalisation, globalisation—nice 
trendy concepts, out they cannot ease 
our lives if we refuse to adhere to any 
standards cf social behaviour so as to 
smooth the path of daily social inter¬ 
course. The social tone for the 
country is being increasingly set by 
the expanding, metropolitan upper- 
middle classes with their effortless 
influence over social trends through 
personal example and mass com- 
munkation. The anarchic, whimsical 


behaviour is apparent in the most 
sophisticated offices at the start of the 
workine day. Greeting office or busi¬ 
ness colleagues in the morning usual¬ 
ly depends on personal moods or 
fancy . At times, this might mean set¬ 
ting a sour note for the rest of the day 
and damaging the ability of col¬ 
leagues to work together. 

9. What is the one word for 
"standard of social behaviour"? 

(a) mannerism 

(b) courtesy 

(c) snobbery 

(d) etiquette 

10. Are the current trendy con¬ 
cepts enough to promote social com¬ 
munion? 

(a) no 

(b) perhaps 

(c) perhaps not 
((0 yes 

11. What are the factors respon¬ 
sible for 'social tone of a country'? 
(Choose one pair for answer) 

1. upper middle classes 

2. personal example 

3. mass communication 

4. effortless influences 

(a) 1 and 4 (b) 2 and 3 

(c) laitdS (d) 2and4 

12. On what does the mcn'ning 
greeting depend? 

(a) personal motxl 
iff) office atmosphere 

(c) self-asserticm 

(d) ability to impress 

Choose the word that is the 

nearest in meaning to the following: 

13. smoofli: 

(a) civilise 

(b) refine 

(e) decwate 
(d) shine 

14. sophisticated: 

(a) artificiai 

(b) man-made 

(c) uncommon 

(d) elabmate 
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15. fancy 

(a) imagination 

(b) knowledge 

(c) experience 

(<0 whim 

Choose the meaning that is op¬ 
posite On meaning) to the following 
words: 

16. whimsical: 

(d) playful 

(b) serious 

(c) thoughtful 

(d) exceptional 

17. SOUK 

(a) jovial 

(b) amgenial 

(c) plea.sant 

(d) rewarding 

18. ease: 

(a) destroy 

{b) disturb 

(c) distress 

(d) despair 

* In the following sentences there 
is an error in one part (1,2,9 and 4) 
of each sentence. Find out that error 
and mark the number as your 
answer. If there is no error, the 
answer is (5). 

19. In his heart of heart'(l) the 
author has a (2) hidden sympathy (3) 
for the lost and the downtrodden (4). 
No error (5). 

20. He set out (1) on this 
perilous journey (2) filled by hope 
and believing (3) that everything was 
possible (4). No error (5). 

21. The unfortunate develop¬ 
ments (1) in our country (2) during 
the recent past (3) has touched every 
sensitive heart (4). No error (5). 

22. Despite travelling (1) abroad 
very frequent (2) her house is (3) 
decidedly Indian (4). No error (5). 

23. The employees were (1) in 
no mood (2) to call off their agitation 

(3) until their demands were met (4). 
No error (5). 

24. I find (1) actual events (2) 
such funnier (3) than contrived 
humour (4). No error (5). 

25. Since then it (1) has been a 
long journey (2) for him towards his 
goal (3) for community development 

No error (5). 

26. As sooner as the train (1) 


{ 'rinds to a halt (2) he pushes his trol- 
ey near a compartment (3) inviting 
those with parched throats to quench 
their thirst (4). No error (5). 

27. Hardly had the helicopter (1) 
taken off (2) than it disintegrated (3) 
and crashed into the mountain side 

(4). No error (5). 

28. He not only supported (1) 
the current agitation (2) by the staff 
(3) but he also refused to condemn 
violence (4). No error (5). 

29. His being was (1) steeped in 
love (2) of the land where he (3) had 
wandered alone in a determined 
quest (4). No error (5). 

31). Despite everything (1) you 
will concede to the fact (2) that in my 
territory (3) I have almost been a 
trend-setter (4). No error (5). 

* In the following questions (31 to 
35) the sentences labelled PQRS are 
not in their proper sequence. Read 
the sentences carefully and re-ar¬ 
range them in their proper sequence 
so that each sentence becomes 
meaningful and natural in se¬ 
quence. 

31. (P) still lingered on his face 

(Q) while picking up the 
flowers 

(R) yet the sense of happi¬ 
ness 

(S) he had 

(a) RQPS (l>) RSQP 

(c) SQPR (d) PSRQ 

32. (P) the comrades 

(Q) his only consolation 
was 

(R) in conversation with 
him 

(S) who met him and in¬ 
dulged 

(«) QPSR m QRSP 

(c) RPQS (d) reRQ 

33. (P) Who had come 

(Q) his play was distracted 

(R) to take bath on the other 
side of the pond 

(S) by the gossiping 
women 

(a) QRSP (6) QSRP 

(c) SPQR (d) QSPR 

34. (P) the richest records 

(Q) and inherit one of 

(R) we are heirs to a great 
•past 


(S) in the achievement of 
human imagination 
(fl) RPQS (6) RPSQ 

(c) RQPS (d) QPSR 

35. (P) or culture area 

(Q) items travel within the 
country 

(R) they are also a part of an 
international network 

(5) not only do folklore 

(rt) QPSR (6) SRPQ 

(c) SQPR (d) PSRQ 

* In the following passage, at cer¬ 
tain points, you are given a choice of 
three words marked (a), (b) and (c). 
Choose the best word that can be put 
on the point. 

He was 

36. (fl) poor 

(b) ignorant 

(c) stupid 

like many others of his clan, though 
this clan is getting 

37. (fl) rare 

(b) extinct 

(c) innocent 

gradually. He always consoled him¬ 
self 

38. (fl) with 

(b) by 

(c) at 

thinking that his children would at 
least be able to keep their heads high 
and fee] 

39. (a) important 

(b) elated 

(c) proud 

of an honest father. It was immaterial 
whether his salary couldn't 

40. (a) see 

(6) pay 
(c) buy 

his family through the month, 
whether he couldn t buy himself a 
new suit for the 

41. (a) last 

(b) least 

(c) over 

twenty years, whether die sdes of hiS 
shoes were so worn 

42. (a) out • 

(b) off 

(c) up 

that he felt the boiling-hot coaltar of 
the road 

43. (a) biting ; 

(b) jiierdbg ^, . | 
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(c) tearing 

through his skin, he was bringing up 
his children in an atnK)Sphere 

44. (a) untouched 
‘ (jb) unheard 

(c) untarnished 

by the all-prevailing poisonous 
smoke of COTruption. He was proud 
and untiring, and worked according 
to an inner ethical 

45. (fl) set 
(&) core 
(c) code 

of values, though he knew that these 
values sold cheaper than even onions 
in the market 

* The idiom in each of the follow¬ 
ing sentences is underlined. Four 
choices or meanings are given for 
each idiom. Choose the one that 
best explains the meaning of the 
idiom. 

46. At the report of the guh, the 
poachers tot>k to their heels. 


(fl) shouted for help 

(b) ran away 

(c) hid themselves 

(d) surrendered 

47. When a man has to give 
evidence, he must make a clean 
breast of the whole matter. 

(a) pray for help and safety 

(b) use every trick 

(c) disclose fully and without 
reserve 

(d) try to deceive everyone. 

48. Stanley in crossing the 
African continent had many a brush 
with hostile tribes. 

(a) had a slight encounter 

(b) had a cordial meeting 

(c) had a rewarding time 

(d) enjoyed the adventure 

49. If cholera breaks out, it will 
go hard with our army. 

(a) test the stamina 

(b) prove one's strength 

(c) sacrifice one's life 
(d> press heavily upon 

so. 1 can give you copter and 


veiae for every' statement 1 am 
nuXIhg. 


(a) entertain with jokes 

(b) enlighten with scholarship 

(c) lose consciousness while 
speaking 

(d) produce the proof 


ANSWERS 


1. (d) 

2. (A) 

3. (c) 

4. (d) 

5. (b) 

6. (d) 

7. ib) 

8. (A) 

9. (d) 

10. (c) 

11. ib) 

12. (A) 

13. (b) 

14. (d) 

15. (d) 

16. (c) 

17. (c) 

18. (b) 


24. (3)'much funnier' 

25. (4) 'of commiutity development' 

26. (1)'As soon as....' 

27. (3)'when it.!..' 

28. (4) 'but also refused' 

29. (5) no error 

30. (2) 'you will concede the fact' 


19. (1) 'In his heart of hearts' 

20. (3)'filled with hope...' 

21. (4)'have touched,...' 

22. (2)'abroad very frequently' 

23. (S)no«Tor 


31. (b) 
33. (d) 
35. (c) 
37. (b) 
39. (c) 
41. (A) 
43. (b) 
45. (c) 
47. (c) 
49. (d) 


32. (A) 
34. (c) 
36. (c) 
38. (b) 
40. (A) 
42. (A) 
44. (c) 
46. (b) 
48. (A) 
50. (d) 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 

1. altercation: (a) confession (Ir) quarrel (c) refusal I qualify the entrance examinaticm. ^ 

((f) denial. I 5. expiation: (c) atonement, compensation! 


2. boodle: (a) garbage (b) money (c) invitation 
(d) prestige. 

3. cliche: (a) common place (idea) (b) exceptional 
(people) (c) legend (d) despot. 

4. doldrums: (a) expression (b) description (c) ex¬ 
planation (d) depression. 

5. expiation: (a) sensation (b) news (c) atonement 
(d) charity. 

6. farrago: (a) vanity (b) donation (c) mixture 
(d) perspiration. 

7. gist: (a) meeting (b) meaning (c) merger (d) migra¬ 
tion. 

8. hike (v): (a) raise (b) reduce (c) irritate 
(d) suspend. 

9. impervious; (a) royal (b) majestic (c) artificial 
(d) indifferent. 

10. jostle: (a) surrender (b) avoid (c) compete 
(d) describe. 

11. limbo: (a) rigorous (b) encouraged (c) nowhere 
(d) incomplete. 

12. maudlin: (a) self-pitying (b) boastful (c) aggrieved 
(d) plentiful. 

13. nefarious: (a) pious (b) wicked (c) helpful (d) silly. 

14. oodles: (a) power (b) handful (c) scarcity (d) lots. 

15. qualm: (a) peace (b) uneasiness (c) consolation 
(d) compensation. 

16. retribution: (a) payment (b) loan (c) punishment 
(d) forgiveness. 

17. tell-tale (adj); (a) superficial (b) narrow (c) reveal¬ 
ing (d) broad. 

18. utopia: (a) day-dreaming (b) fantastic-idea 

(c) dark conspiracy (d) perfect state. 

19. whittle: (a) swallow (b) curtail (c) digest (d) sug¬ 
gest. 

20. zippy: (a) lively (b) quarrelsome (c) jealous 

(d) contributory. 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1. altercation: (b) quarrel, disagreement. 

—Under the rules, no player is flowed to get into an 
altercation with the referee (about his decision). 

2. boodle: (b) money (by stealing or bribery). 

—^The press baron with his enormous boodle and 
political connections, is feared and favoured by all. 

3. cliche: (a) common place (idea or phrase). 

—Some journalists are in the habit of using too many 
•cliches in their write-up or features. 

4. doldrums: (d) depresidon, dejection. 

—^He has been in the doldrums ever since he foiled to 


—In the novel, the epidemic 'plague' is located in a 
melancholic, grey, mental landscape of sin, moral respon¬ 
sibility, repentance and expiation. 

6. fmago: (c) mixture, confused collection. 

—What the clever politician was trying to trot up on 
the controversy, is nothing but a farrago of ralsehood. 

7. gist: (b) meaning, essence. 

—^The learned speaker was asked to give the gist of the 
latest book on diplomacy. 

8. hike (v): (a) raise, boost, inflate. 

—Bus fares have been hiked to make good for the 
recurring losses year after year. ' 

9. impervious: (d) indifferent, unaffected. 

—In a democracy, no government can afford to remain 
impervious to public criticism of its policies for long. 

10. jostle: (c) compete. 

—With no holds-barred, advertisers are Jostling (with 
one another), for the public's attention. 

11. limbo: (c) nowhere, neglected. 

—^The senior officer was once in the lanbo of official¬ 
dom before he was rehabilitated. 

12. maudlin: (a) self-pitying, foolishly sentimental. 

—Indian writers living abroad often write about their 

nostalgia for India bordering on the maudlin, 

13. nefarious: (b) wicked, detestable. 

—Such persons as indulge in nrfarious activities 
deserve to be serially censured. 

14. oodles: (d) lots. 

—In today's political culture, anyone with oodles of 
money can spoil tne political career of his opponent. 

15. qualm: (b) uneasiness, misgiving, remorse. 

—He felt no serious qualms about concealing the infor¬ 
mation from the police. 

16. retribution: (c) punishment, amends, redress. 

—In India, the fear of plague connotes moral 
waywardness and divine retribution. 

17. tell-tale (adj): (c) revealing, indicating. 

—Before I could locate my friend in foe dark room, the 

tell-tale of cigarette smoke w^ enough to reveal that he 
had been smoking. 

18. utopia:(^perfectstate,idealism. 

—The 1917 revdution in Rusda was^an attempt to 
create a political utopia in the world. 

19. whittle: (b) curtail, redu<». 

—The number of enq^loyees is being whittled down in . 
alt organisation due to the introduefom of computers' 
there. 

20. zippy: ((t) lively, enagetic,vigcnous. i 

—Only zJppu profi^oitals can hope to cope wffo the 

fenrerish pitch of lire. 
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Mega Dams : Sluice Gates to 
Disaster or Development 


Bhakra, Tehtri, Ranjit Sagar, 
Narmada Valley projects—all are 
multipurvose dams and have had their 
share of laurds and brickbats. This has 
as much to do with the unarguable 
importance of water management, as 
with the sharp focus on the ecological 
and social consequences of these 
projects. Who is right?—the 
Government, for taking the country 
forward on the road of progressive 
development: the environmentalists, for 
saving the country from ecological 
suicide; the Project Affected People 
(PAPs),for wanting to retain the lif&hnd 
land of theirforefathers? The proposition 
for debate is: '‘Should the critics of big 
dams be dismissed as anti-development 
cranks and eco-fundamentalists?" 

MrA The likes of Med ha 

Patkar, Sunderlal Bahuguna and 
their gang of hysterical ostriches 
with their heads buried in the sand 
are doing nothing but using 
publicity-generating weapons like 
strikes, fasts and demonstrations, 
to hold the country to ransom. 

When the Bhakra dam first came 
into operation, propagandists 
warned villagers against using its 
canal water as the electricity had 
already been taken out of it and so 
its use would not produce a rich 
harvest. The resultant Green 
Revolution in Punjab spoke for 
itself. To inspire the puolic with a 
vision of the future, our first prime 
minister described these major 
projects as "temples of modern 


India", and thw have lived up to 
their promise, ^ored water in big 
dam reservoirs reduces the 
farmer's dependency <m seasonal 
rainftdl and inadequate ground 
water. Regular irrigation increaai»^ 
crop yield per acre. Formed lakiOi 
: proRtt>te Rsheries.and tourism, 
nuthir genwatlng emidoyment 


opportunities and per capita 
income. By harnessing the flow of 
water, these dams not only 
generate electricity, but also aid in 
flood control. It is about time we 
realised that environmentalism is a 
western bogey aimed at forcing the 
countries of the South to forgo the 
development options which have 
already been fully exploited by 
countries of the Nortn. Whenever a 
multi-purpose project is initiated, 
the various environmentalist 
groups oppose it on the ground 
that it would bring about serious 
ecological changes like 
submergence of a valley, 
inundation of flora and fauna, 
reserv'oir-induced seismicity and 
dislcKation of people from their 
traditional homes. They, however, 
do not realise that air pollution 
caused by thermal plants of 
equivalent capacity is much more 
serious than tne ecological changes 
caused by hydro-electric projects. 
For instance, what ea>logical 
disaster has tlie Bhakra dam 
brought about? In fact, it has 
improved the ecology by 
moderating the temperature 
changes in the adjoining areas 
because of evaporation from 
Gobind Sagar lake. The 
groundwater recharge has been 
enriched and tourism has been 
given a boost. As for the cost factor, 
large dams are always more 
economical than small ones 
because th6 cost of impounding 
each unit of water falls as the ciam 
size increase. Where the human 
factor is concerned, the logic of 
numbers has to be followed. Take 
the Narmada Valley project If we 
are tsroviding 1.73 crore people 
with drinking water, saving 4 lakh 
people from floods.every year and 
piToviding irrigation to over 55 


lakh, then the number of 
beneficiaries is much larger than 
those who are dislocated from their 
homes. In India, four per^le are 
affected few every 100 who benefit 
from major dams. In the case of 
Narmada, the ratio is 1:300. 
Therefore, it would be wrong to 
deny many for the sake of a few. 
Moreover, rehabilitation should not 
be confused with mere 
resettlement Despite the vicious 
anti-dam lobby, even the World 
Bank's Independent Review has 
gone on record to praise the long¬ 
term rehabilitation package offered 
by the Gujarat govenment Tribals 
who were earlier leading a hand to 
mouth existence, subsisting on 
roots for part of the year, are now 
living in relative comfort in pucca 
houses and have handpumps, 
biogas plants, street lights and 
bullock carts, not to mention the 
five acres allotted to each adult 
male dislocated from the catchment 
area. There is no doubt that the 
quality of life of these PAPs has 
improved. 

MrB Does Mr A realise that 
more than 40 years have gone by 
since Pandit Nehru advocated his 
classic model of development? Big 
dams and heavy engineering are no 
longer needed as foundations for 
the country's prosperity. The new 
words are free-market economy 
and the microchip. My colleague 
has highlighted tne advantages of 
mega dams but what about the 
darker side? Bhakra is no indicator 
of the feasibility of <Hher pre^ts as 
no two are parallel in feature and 
potential. Waterlogging and 
salinity are side-e&cts of all these 
dams, as also heavy silting due to 
the s^page of the river's natural 
flow. Ine area becomes Ideal for the 


P^RUARY-SS COMRErmONMASTEft m 



flourishing of malaria, 
elephantiasis and other 
water-borne diseases, for which the 
locals have no safeguards. The cost 
curve, as outlined by Mr A is also 
misleading. Beyond a certain size, 
assiKiated costs—such as canals for 
water distribution, drainage 
etc—increase disproportionately, 
cancelling out and eventually 
overtaking the savings on the dam 
structure itself. The Sardar Sarovar 
Prqect (SSP) capital cost of 
irrigating one hectare is .sc> high (Rs 
1 lakh plus) that interest and 
depreciation alone will make food 
crop production unviable. 
Moreover, the larger the dam, the 
more the area submerged and more 
the people displaced, which in turn 
raises compensation costs incurred 
on rehabilitation. Endless delays in 
execution and unrealistic initial 
assumptions regardi ng costs make 
I these mega-projects an exorbitant 
burden, the cost of the Ranjit Sagar 
dam has shot up from the initial 
KM) crore to 22(X) crore. The revised 
cost of the Tehri dam is 6000 crore, 
with its financial backer, the 
erstwhile Soviet Union, nowhere in 
sight. Namiada has already cost us 
KXM) crore and with the World 
Bank withdrawing its financial 
support, where is all the money 
going to come from? Not only do 
these dams hold the potential to 
kill slowly, but they are also virtual 
death traps. Tehri dam is located in 
one of the world's most 
earthquake-prone zones, yet, it is 
designed to withstand only a 
magnitude of 7 on the Richter scale. 
A breach will cause untold havoc to 
life and property, yet this project 
has again been given the Prime 
Ministerial go-ahead. Why have a 
mas.sive dam when multiple small 
dams would do just as well at a 
fraction of the cost and 
displacement problems? On the 
contrary, small dams provide 
empkwmentfor the locals, as the 
size of construction does not merit 
the importing of a large labour 
force, the maintenance of a small 
dam is manageable for the people 
in the neighbourhotxi, who are 
thereby instilled with a sense of 
responsibility in its maintenance. 
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M[r C Though both my 
colleagues have put forward strong 
arguments, it would be prudent to 
remember that life is neither black 
nor white—rather, we live in a 
world t>f greys which is no Utopia. 
It is true that giant projects 
neces.sitate dislocation and 
sacrifices and that change is a fact 
of life, but is it moral to reduce 
people to mere statistics? On what 
basis do we arrogate to ourselves 
the right to decide that our way of 
life is the yardstick of happiness 
and dignity for all? The tribals are 
already educated in their own 
techniques of living. By resettling 
them in our consumer culture, we 
will be robbing their traditional 
knowledge of its meaning and 
value. They will be treated as 
uneducated causing an erosion of 
their sense of self worth. Not to 
mention the antagonism they face 
from local inhabitants, for whom 
the PAPs are objects of envy. All 
this is eventually going to tear into 
our social fabric. Research has 
shown that penniless rural 
migrants seldom join the economic 
mainstream in cities. Instead', they 
are often drawn into the 
underworld of illicit liquor or drug 
peddling, prostitution and violent 
crime. Such disruptions also 
increase the likelihood that AIDS 
and other deadly infections wilt 
spread. These are among the real 
costs of resettlement which will 
have to be borne by society at large. 
Yet, there is no escaping the big 
dams—we need them to tame and 
harness the big rivers e.g. the 
Brahmaputra. What can be done is 
to minimise their negative aspects. 
For instance, lowering the SSP 
height from 455 to 436 ft would in 
no way affect its irrigation 
potential, but it would save huge 
tracts of fertile land from 
submerging and thousands of 
families from eviction. Rather than 
wasting time and effort on futile 
demonstrations, the anti-dam Idjby 
should instead concentrate on 
breaking the 

a>ntractor-engineer-rich farmer 
mafia nexus that does not allow 
these changes in design. It should 


see to it that rehabilitation 
packages do not just remain on 
paper or get eaten up by touts and 
petty officials. These mega-projects 
are problem areas, yes, but it would 
be compounding matters by 
agitating for their closure when 
they are only half-complete. What 
can be done is to agitate fof letting 
the benefits percolate to those who 
need them miwt. At present the rich 
central and south Gujarat is getting 
59 per cent of the SSP water, while 
arid Kutch only gets 2 per cent. 

And this is the area where, in the 
last scarcity, drinking water had to 
be carried by special trains at a cost 
of Rs 4.7 lakh per day for two 
months. Shouldn't parched throats 
be given precedence over parched 
lands? 

MrD The key to water 
conservation and therefore to better 
water management lies in better 
land management rather than in 
whether to have big or small dams. 
There are plenty of alternatives to 
surface storage. Only 1.6% of all the 
liquid water resources are to be 
found in rivers, lakes or swamps, 
the remainder is in soil moisture 
and ground water. The fwus 
should be tin conserving and 
replenishing this source through 
land contouring, drip irrigatitm 
schemes, etc. Where power 
generation is concerned, energy 
derived from sun, wind and 
biomass is economically, 
technologically and operationally 
more viable. As it is, India's long 
coastline and desert expanses are 
ideal for wind energy prefects. 
Rather than investing and wasting 
large sums in big .surface schemes, 
the emphasis should be on building 
up infrastructure, imparting 
education and training on now to 
make the maximum use of the 
resources that we already have on 
command. Also, keejping in view 
the fact that India is still a 
developing country, a scale of 
priorities should be established 
when it comes to spend ing our ■ 
financial resources—a scale that, 
has siKial upUfrment as its indepe 
rather than per^al gain. 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

SCANDALS 

Sugar Scam 

HE Cyan Prakash Committee Report on Sugar Siam, 
titled "Preliminary Administrative Enquiry into Sugar 
Storage, 1993-94', was tabled in the library of the ParUa- 
ment on Detember 16, 1994, following intense pressure 
from the Opptisition to make the report public 

The report indicted the State Trading Corporation, 
along with tlie Union Finid Minister, Mr Kaipnath Rai, 
for the bugar crisis A passing refeience was also made 
of Mr AK Antony, the Civil Supplies Minister 

Mr Cyan Piakash observed in his 127-page •■eport that 
by opposing imports in every torum and showing least 
concern when prices were rising rapidly and by justifying 
the rise m prices with a v lew to inake the sugar industry 
more pmfitable, it was the Twd Minister who was entire¬ 
ly responsible for the sugar crisis' 

The one-man Committee alst) failed to understand the 
"inexplicable reluctance on the part ot the STC (the 
canalising agency foi import ot sugar) to enter the market 
for importing sugar It also found it amazing that the 
Ministry of Commerce had not provided the requisite 
support to the then CMD of SIC, in taking a decisiop 
about importing sugar 

What the committee iound baffling was that the STC 
made no preparation or calculation for entering the sugar 
trade International sugar suppliers had started calling on 
the corporation from November, 1993, which got inten¬ 
sified in February 1994 when sugar imports be^me im¬ 
minent 

The report has also indicted the then Cabinet 
Secretary, Mr Zafar Saifullah, for being unable to control 
the situahon arising out of^nous dinmnces and even 
bickering at the level of Secretaries and Minister 

The report has recommended that the system of per¬ 
mitting imports under OGL duty free scheme should be 
made a permanent feature "so ^at as soon as domestic 
prices harden or tend to go beyond a point, importers 
can bring in sugar" It has also suggested that the Food 
and Civil Supplies Department be placed under one 
Cabinet Minister and a sugar buDfer stock of one nullion 
tonne be created. 

In an interview, Mr Cyan Prakastv a former Comp¬ 
troller and Auditor General, said that he had examined 


the whole issue from the administrative angle and it was 
not his intention to cast aspersions on the integnty of 
anyone "I had no brief to go into any corruphon charges", 
he said 

The Civil Supplies Minister, Mi A K Antony decided 
to resign on December 14, 1994, m view of the passing 
reference in the Cyan Prakash Committee Report Mr 
Antony is known for his honesty in public life and was not 
indicted directly However, he regretted that the report 
had made observation about his ministry, contrary to the 
actions taken by him and his ofhcials in forestalling a 
sugar crisis in the aiuntry 

Although the Prime Ministei Narasimha Rao ab¬ 
solved Mr I^lpnath Rai of the charge of "malafide" in the 
sugar muddle, he had to resign on December 22, 1994, 
following intensive pressure from the entire opposition as 
well as some members of the ruling party 

Bank Scam: Revised ATR ignores Major 
Opposition demands 

HE levised Action laken Report (ATR) on secunhes 
scam was submitted to the Parliament on December 
20,1994 The government refused to concede to any of the 
major demands raised by the Opposition earlier 

The revised ATR claims that the loss to the banking 
system will be only Rs 320 cn>re, most of which will be 
borne by the Standard Chartered Bank It also declined to 
accept the reaimmendation of JPC that Portfotio Manage¬ 
ment Schemes (PMS) transactions by Public Sector Units 
(PSUs) should be prohibited The ATR was of the view 
that the PSUs may have to deploy their resources tem¬ 
porarily in PMS and, therefore, a complete ban may not be 
workable 

The ATR also did not propose any action agamst the 
Urjion Ministers, Mr B Shankaranand and Mr Ramesh- 
war Thakur, both indicted by the JPC 

The demand fm cancelling the licences of foieign 
banks involved in the scam was also rejected According 
to the ATR, "In light of substantial penal action taken 
against foreign banks, the RBI has indicated that it is not 
in favour of taking extreme steps of either cancelling or 
suspending the licences of foreign banks involved in the 
securities scam. The government agrees with the views of 
RBI." ^ 

Any action against former RBI governor, Mr R. 
Venkitaramanan, and former deputy governor, Mr R. 
Jjanakiraman, has also been ruled out as mey have rettred. 
Also as per the service rules, no action can be tak«i 
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against thi^ni. 

The JPC recommondution of withdrawing RBI 
nominees from the board of the banks has also not been 
accepted. The report says: "In the present circumstances, 
when the banking industry is going through an important 
transition, there is a need for continuing with RBI 
nominees on the boards." 

The revised .ATR says that following discussions with 
the Opposition Parties, the government had revised its 
response in respect of 147 of the 273 items covered in the 
ATR. 

However, the revised ATR has admitted the ir¬ 
regularities were committed in advancing loan of Rs 2 
crore to Goldstar, a company on which Prime Minister's 
son, Mr Prabhakar Rao, was a director. 

The BJP, the Janata Dal and other Opposition Parties 
have rejected the revised ATR, terming it as a "revised 
cover-up report". According to the Bl P leader, Mr Jaswant 
Singh, the new ATR "was more a revision of words and 
less a tabulation of the action taken by the giwernment". 

The Opposition members charged that the govern¬ 
ment had ignored all the important recommendations 
made by the JPC. 

In a delayed but assertive mtxid, Prime Minister Rao 
finally made the two ministers, indicted by the JPC, to 
resign on December 22,1W4. Mr Rameshwar "I hakut and 
Mr B. Shankaranand submitleil their resignations, ending 
resistance to pressure for resignations. 

However, the Opposition Parties termed the action as 
very late and said that at this stage d ropping the ministers 
would not help the government. The BjP leader, Mr LK. 
Advani, said that if an immediate action had been taken 
against the Ministers the charges would have remained 
confined to them. "Now I hold the whole party tainted", 
he .said. 

INDIA-PAKISTAN 

RELATIONS 

Pakistan asks India to close Karachi 
consulate 

T he relations between the two neighbours suffered 
another blow when Pakistan asked India to close 
down its Ccmsulate-General Office in Karachi. The Pakis¬ 
tani government charged the Consulate-General as a 
"centre of sabotage, subversion and terrorism". 

The Indian High Commissioner, M. S.K. Lambha, 
outrightly rejected the charges as "vague and baseless". 
The External Affairs Ministry of India said that "it is a 
matter of greatest regret that the Pakistani government 
had decided to close down the Indian Consulate-General 
Office in Karachi on the basis of unfounded allegations". 
The step was termed as "yet another manifestation of 
Pakistan's consistently negative approach towards 
bilateral ties with India". 


India baiting is a favourite past-time of- Pakistani 
politicians whenever, any domestic situation goes out of 
control, India is made the scape goat. Karachi had been 
suffering for last so many years from acts of terrorism and 
violence. Inspite of the presence of tlie army, the situation 
has been going from bad to worse. Tilings had come to 
such a pass that the government of Ms Benazir Bhutto had 
to show that it had the capacity to control. When it failed 
it put the blame on India to divert the public attention. The 
point to be noted is that how could a staff of 20 people, 
which was under 24-hour surveillance of the Pakistani 
intelligence agencies, encourage terrorism and subver¬ 
sion.^ 

INDIA-RUSSiA RELATIONS 

Prime Minister Chernomyrdin's visit 

I NDIA and Russia signed eight accords in v'arious fields 
on December 23, PW4, during the visit of Russian Prime 
Minister Mr Viktor Chernomyrdin. The accords were 
designed to give impetus to InJid'd^ussia bilateral rela¬ 
tions. 

The two sides decided to intensify their "multi¬ 
faceted constructive" C(x>peration and regular political 
consultation to strengthen peace and stability in the 
world. 

Both the countries also agreed in principle on estab¬ 
lishing a hot line betvvc*en Moscow and Dellii. Other ac¬ 
cords Included, pacts on promotion and mutual 
protection of investments, long-term purchase by Russia 
of certain commodities from India, merchant shipping, 
implementation of the long-term programme of military 
and technical cixiperation, crniperation in the exploration 
and use of outer space for peaceful purposes, broadening 
the scope of Indo-Russian Joint Commission, and 
c<x>peration in the field of informatitm. 

The Russian Prime Minister assured Indian leaders 
that Russia had no intention of supplying any weapons to 
Pakistan. His remarks were considered significant in the 
context of Pakistan's reported efforts to buy SLI-27 aircraft 
from Russia. 

Mr Chernomyrdin also supported India's claim for 
getting a permanent seat in the U.N. Security Council. 

He also charged Pakistan as being one of the countries 
of origin of the foreign mercenaries helping the rebel 
leaders in breakaway Republic of Chechnya. 

INDIA-ISRAEL RELATIONS 

Agreement on Economic Cooperaticei 

A n agreement on trade and economic cooperation 
was signed between India and Israel on December 21, 
1994 in New Delhi. The agreement provides that both 
sides would accord to each other the status of Most- 
Favoured-N^tion (MFN) in respect of ImportrExporl Un¬ 
censes, custom duti^ and other procedures relating 
foreign trade. The agreement was Signed by Mr l^iuib 
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Mukherjee, the Commerce Minister and his fsraeli- 
counterpart Mr Michael Harish. 

POLITICS 

Arjiin Singh's resignation causes flutter in 
Congress 

HE resignation of Union Human Resource Develop¬ 
ment Minister Mr Arjun Singh from the Central 
Cabinet on December 24, 1994, caused a flutter in the 
ruling party at the centre. 

Addressing a Press Conference Mr Singh clarified that 
he was neither throwing any challenge to the leadership 
of Mr Narasimha Rao nor he was resigning in a huff or out 
of frustration. 

In liis 7-page resignation letter, he demanded a high 
powered enquiry commission under a sitting judge to 
i(X)k into the facts produced in the JPC report. He also 
demanded that follow up action on Verma-Commission- 
report in order to remove all doubts in the minds of the 
people about Rajiv Gandhi's assassination. 

His third demand was th^ Congress Party should 
apologise for the demolition of Babri Masjid. This was 
necessary for regaining faith of the minorities, he said. 

He also asserted that in order to bring economic 
liberalisation in line with the aspirations of the people it 
should bo clarified what steps are being taken to give a 
human face to this policy. 

Lastly he demanded restructuring of the party with a 
clear objective of restoring the democratic functioning of 
all forums mentioned in the party constitution. 

Regarding future plans Mr Singh said his immediate 
programme would be to go all o\'er the country to en¬ 
lighten the Congressmen at the grassroots level regarding 
methods to win over the sections of the siKiety which got 
alienated from the party. 

The Congressmen in general and CWC members, 
PCC presidents and the various Cabinet Ministers 
criticised Mr Arjun Singh for his resignation at a "critical 
juncture". Some termed it "a calculated attempt to des¬ 
tabilise the situation in the country". 

Union Welfare Minister Mr Sitaram Kesri said in a 
statement on Dec 24,1994 that "Mr Singh had run away 
from the battlefield". Maharashtra Chief Minister Mr 
Sharad Pawar said, he did not expect a crisis in the Con¬ 
gress or a change in the leadership. The Chief Ministers of 
Punjab and Haryana termed it as a "pre-planned con¬ 
spiracy to blackmail ,tlie Prime Minister". 

Mr N.D. Tewari, the UPQC stalwart, however, ex- 
pre^d concern over the resigtmtion and said that issues 
ral^ by Mr Singh be addreraed imm^iately, especially 
as eledlOAs were due in flve States. 


IHANNING & ECONOMY ^ 

Rural jobs programme ' 1 

CCORDING to a report the Ministry of Rural i 
Development has performed a stupendous work by fi 
creating more than 500 million man-days of work in rural « 
India, in tlie year 1994. ‘ 

To give a greater thrust to the development program¬ 
mes in rural areas, and to ensure better implementatirm, a 
joint machinery of government and NGOs was formed. 
CAPART, the nodal agency for support to NGOs in rural j 
development, decentralised its operations and set-up six 
regional committees at Ahmedabad, Jaipur, Hyderabad, 
Bhubaneswar, Guwahati and Lucknow. 

Apart from the wage-employment prc^ramme, the 
government gave a further impetus to the integrated 
Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and Its sub- 
schemes, the Development of Women and Children in 
Rural Areas (DWCRA) and Training of Rural Youth for 
Self-Employment (TRYSEM). 

The family credit scheme, intnxiuced on a pilot basis 
in 21U districts, also proved to be a success. It is a device 
to ensure higher and concentrated investment for a 
beneficiary family, to enable it to cross the poverty line. 

1994 also saw the implementation of the recommen¬ 
dations of the Hanumanlha Rao Committee on Drought 
Prone Areas Programme and Desert Development 
Programme. 

Steady journey of rupee in '94 

URING 1994 the Rupee had a steady journey against 
major world currenaes, despite various hurdles in 
the process of economic liberalisation. 

The Rupee remained mostly solid against the US dol¬ 
lar but slipped a bit against the Pound. It lost 5.3 per cent 
against the Pound, 11.5 per cent against the Yen and 10 per 
cent against the Deutsche Mark (DM). Against the Ddlar 
it held between Rs 31.36 and Rs 31.37. 

According to the foreign exchange managers, the 
rupee's decline against DM, Yen and Pound was due to 
the weakness of these currencies abniad. 

Tile Rupee remained virtually stagnant against Dol- • 
lar, for most of the 1994, due to the sustained support of 
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). The massive inflow of 
foreign exchange put tremendous pressure on the Rupee 
since the flow could not be absorbed by the import trade 
of the country. To provide an edge to the export trade and 
maintain a stable Rupee, RBI purchased currencies worth 
over $ 13 billion during 1994. 

Call to protect poor in economic reforms 

HE United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP) organised a seminar‘in Bombay in December 
1994, to discuss on the national approach to social 
developm^Tt The discussion was the first in a series to 
prdinote the objectives of the world summit for social • 
development, which is to be convened by UN at Copen- 
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hagen in March 1995. 

All ihe participants, that included NGOs, trade 
unions, academic institutions, etc, were of the view that 
the Indian gwernment is not doing enough to protect the 
poor frpni the negative effects of the economic liberalisa¬ 
tion programme. 

It was p«iinfed out that fora country, where 40 per cent 
of tlie population lived in abject poverty, the problem had 
to be tackled on a war footing. 

Economist and former member of the Maharashtra 
Planning Board, Mr H.M. Desadra, pointed out that the 
government should study the impact of the structural 
adjustment programme in countries like Mexico and 
Chile, where the gap between the rich and the poor has 
widened. 

The discussion concluded by suggesting that 
measures should be adopted to ft)rce the government to 
set time-bound targets for poverty alL^viation. 

Kurien suggests economic policies must 
focus on agriculture 

D elivering the first H.M. Patel memorial lecture on 
'The new economic policies and rural India", Mr V. 
Kurien, chairman of the National Dairy Development 
Board, said that economic policies must concentrate on 
agriculture and human resource development rather than 
keeping focus narrowed on business and industry. 

He identified three pre-conditions for economic 
growth. One, an educated citizenry, two, a stable govern¬ 
ment with integrity and three, a strong, vital and growing 
agriculture. 

"True development is the dev'elopment of our men 
and women. It occurs only when the instruments of 
development are placed in their hands", he said. 

Lambasting the concept of "let the market decide" he 
said that "markets are not noble. They do not allocate 
resources on the basis of justice, but simply on the basis of 
price." "Development does not mean ensuring plentiful 
supplies of luxury goods for our effluent elite", he said. 

Mr Kurien added that "no civilised society entrusts its 
destiny to the market; yet today we seem to be moving 
rapidly in that direction". 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Successful anti-militancy operations 

N otwithstanding a spurt in militancy, 1994 saw 

a discernible change in the mood of the people as also 
important positive developments on diplomatic, political 
and developmental fronts. 

The militants, who were frustrated by the mounting 
pressure by security forces, resorted to killings of 
civilians. As many as 85(1 civilians were killed in 1^. 

However, the year saw an increasing disenchantment 
of the people with the militants. The year was, marked by 
continuous success of anti-militancy operations. As a 
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result of effective coordination between all fbrcw, the 
highest number of 1635 militants were killed in various 
operations in the State in 1994. 

Several self-styled chiefs and other top militants were 
either killed or captured. To escalate violence, Pakistan 
tried to push through foreign mercenaries in Kashmir. 
But, the security forces successfully thwarted these at¬ 
tempts. • 

Another successful development was the creation of 
special task forces comprising of personnel from the local 
police. The special task force in Srinagar eliminated or 
captured more than 400 militants. 

During 1994, the Doda district was the worst affected 
by militancy. Escalated violence had resulted in migration 
of more than 1000 people to Chamba in Himachal 
Pradesh. However, the situation improved in the later half 
of the year following the deployment of fresh forces. 

Peaceful resolution of the Hazratbai shrine issue and 
the successful conduct of the Amarrfath Yatra, inspite of 
threat by the foreign mercenaries, were also significant 
achievements of the year. 

On the diplomatic front, it was a year of fiasco for 
Pakistan as it failed to enlist the support of even Islamic 
nations, to move anti-india resolutions on Kashmir—first 
at the 50th session of Human Rights Conference at Geneva 
and later in the first and third committee sessions of UN 
General Assembly. 

India's success at the diplomatic front was mainly due 
to the policy of transparency on Kashmir, under which 
Delhi-based foreign envoys and Si>nie foreign delegations 
were invited to visit Jammu and Kashmir and see the 
situation themselves. 


ELECTIONS 

Divisive campaigning to be checked 

T he CEC has warned of appropriate remedial action, 
including postponement or cancellation of election, in 
case of violation of fair and free electioneering norms. An 
order to this effect was issued by CEC on D^ember 27, 
1994. The Commission has decided to appoint special 
observers, in addition to election observers, and ele^on- 
expenditure observers who would observe the conduct of 
the contesting candidates and of their agents and political 
parties. The step has been taken to prevent candidates 
from exploiting "emotional and sentimental issues" and 
muster support on the basis of religion^race, caste, com¬ 
munity or language. 

The infringement could lead to prosecution of the 
particular candidate or office bearers of the political party.. 

According to the order, the ^7<Kial pbseiyers would 
keep the Election Comhils^on informed >vhi^ef the.il- 
legal tactics of a candidate or a party haVe pu^ titem in a; 
"distinct though und^erved advantaige over otherii''.' j 




NARMADA PROJECT 

Rehabilitation measures violate award: 

Study • 

T he* findings of the Tata Institute of Social Sciences 
(TISS) report have exposed the blatant violations into 
rehabilitation of oustees from Sardar Sarovar Project in 
Maharashtra. TISS had been engaged by the Maharashtra 
government and was functioning as a monitoring agency 
for resettlement and rehabilitation of the prc^ect>affected 
people in that State. The report was made public on 
December 21,1994 at Bhopal. 

It may be recalled that the Narmada Bachao Andolan 
leader Medha Patkar had been agitating for immediate 
stoppage of the construction wwk because of the viola¬ 
tions in the rehabilitation process. The Madhya Pradesh 
government had also taken Similar stand after the report 
of a Committee of MLAs had found serious violations in 
the rehabilitation of tribals from Madhya Pradesh. The 
Gujarat government, on the contrary has been maintain¬ 
ing that all was well on its front. These tivo reports are 
likely to embarrass the Gujarat government. 

The TISS report, while speaking about the plight of 
the tribals in Maharashtra, sayii that "in resettlement 
colonies the problem of non-payment of compensation, 
delay in provision of land and other assets, break-up of 
families and other problems are manifest In a reduced 
standard of living". 

SHUMAN RIGHTS 

NHRC to seek repeal of TADA 

T he National Human Rights Commission chairman. 
Justice Ranganath Mishra, has said that the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) would write to all 
MPs for their help to seek a repeal of TADA (Terrorist and 
Disruptive Activities (Prevention)) Act and impress upon 
them the need for doing away with this law. justice Mish¬ 
ra added that the Commission was reviewing all TADA 
cases and was in touch with Home Ministry on a regular 
basis. He expressed satisfaction that because of this prac¬ 
tice the number of TADA cases had gone down to 28000 
from 68000. He also urged the government to ratify the 
UN convention against torture. 

However, the Union Home Minister said in Rajya 
Sabha on December 9, 1994 that government will not 
repeal TADA so long as "extraordinary conditions prevail 
in the country". He admitted that TADA was being 
misused and that the Chief Ministers had been repeatedly 
asked to review the cases. 

According to the figures available with the Home 
Minifi^r, there were 6,304 detenus under TADA. J & K 
topped the list with 1720, Maharashtra 1/477, Assam 653, 
Andhra 267, Punjab 576, Delhi 1^77, Uttar Pradesh 329, 


BIHAR 

Worsening law and order situati(i^ , ^ 

B ihar became synonymous to 'functioi^ak^l^ 
during the year 1994. According U> official statistics 
available atState Police headquarters in Patna, atleost erne 
murder case was registered every two minutes cind one 
kidnapping every four hours. The Stale remained over¬ 
taken by incidents of murders, group clashes, kidnapping 
and other cognisable offences. The latest gory murder of 
Gopalganj District Magistrate Mr G. Krishnaiya, who was 
stoned to death by a violent mob at Muzaffarpur on 
December 5,1994, was one such example of the state of 
affairs. 

There was hardly any boast-worthy entry on the 
development front The plan-budget faced a steep cut It 
was brought down to 1010 crore from 24fXJ crore, follow¬ 
ing the State government's failure to mobilise internal 
resources. 

However, despite the deteriorating law and order 
situation and bankruptcy the government of Chief Mini¬ 
ster Laloo Prasad Yadav has managed to complete its term 
of five years. The ruling Janata Dal party remained intact 
despite a split at the National level. 

MANIPUR 

Political dramas continue 

T he eastern State Manipur was again in the news due 
to constitutional controversies. Manipur governiM’ Mr 
O.N. Srivastava, on December 24, 1994, quashed the 
proceedings of the State Assembly in which the Speaker 
Dr H. Bora Babu Singh had declared disqualification of 23 
MLAs after a resolution to this effect was passed by 22 
MLAs on December 21,1994. The Governor also directed 
the Speaker to make all arrangementj^/or the trial of 
strength of Rishang Keishing Ministry on Jim 9,19S6. 

The trouble started on December 9, 1994 when the 
Speaker served show cause notices to 31 MLAs as to why 
they should not be disqualified for deserting their original 
party. He had also summoned these legislators to his 
chamber. The legislators filed a ca^ in the Guwahati High 
Court against the Speaker. Justice D.N. Barua, who con¬ 
stituted the single bench of the High Court, passed an 
order on December 22, directing the Speaker that all 
MLAs, who had received notices of disqualification, be 
allowed to take part and vote in Assembly. 

But, prior to that Dr Singh on the same day iiesued a 
press note announcing the disqualification of 23 MLAs 
under the tenth schedule of the ConsHtution. The State 
Assembly had 58 members out of a total strength of 60, but 
with the disqualification of 23 MLAs, the effective 
strength was reduced to 35. . 

Meanwhile, Manipur Gpvernor Lt Genera) V.K. 
Nayar, had also resigned on the night of 22nd of Decem¬ 
ber 19M. General (Retd) Nayar had caused a major flutter 
among political circles by sending a report to the Presi- 
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dent of India, on February 1994, in wluch he had stnmgly 
indicted two ssenior leaders, former Chief Minister R.IC 
Dorvnder Singh and Mr Rishang Keishing, charging them 
of maintiining links with insurgent elements. 

Nagaland's governor Mr O.N. Srivaslva, who was 
meanwhile sworn in to l(H)k after Manipur as an addition¬ 
al charge I'od tt'qiir h tin* pnx'ivdii'gss^j'ing'these were 
not in accordance with the prtKedure of the assembly 
session'. 

Earlier Dr Bora Babu Singh began the session by ta¬ 
bling the inaugural address of Governor Nayar in his 
absense and took up two main issues- -disqualification of 
23 MLAs under the anti-defection law and the no-con¬ 
fidence motion against the Keishing Ministry. 

Chief Minister Rishang Keishing refused to accept the 
verdict of State Assembly which had passed unanimously 
the no-trust motion against hisold ministry and requested 
the new gubernatorial incunibant, Mr O.N. Srivastva, to 
prorc^gue the State Assembly. 

Mr Keishing's plea was that the session was uncon¬ 
stitutional as the Cabinet had urged the Governor to 
postpone the session. 

SAMBA SPY CASE 

Were innocent officers implicated? 

EVERAL former army officers, implicated in the 
famous Samba spy scandal, which rocked the country 
in.the 70s, addre.ssed a press conference in New Delhi on 
19th of December l‘)94, and atxused the Army's intel¬ 
ligence wing of falsely implicating and incarcerating the 
inncKent officers. 

These officers have petitioned to the President of 
India, seeking his intervention in undoing the wrongs 
meted out to them. Those present in the press briefing 
included ex-captain Mr R.S. Rathaur, Mr J.S. Rana and Mr 
Sarwan Dnss, an ex-.soIdier who was the main prosecution 
witness against these officers. 

It may be recalled that over 53 army officials and 
others from intelligence bureau and RAW were rounded 
up on the basis of statements given by Sarwan Dass and 
his associate Gunner Aya Singh; six officers were court- 
martialled and sentenced to varying terms of imprison¬ 
ment. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

WORLD ECONOMY 

WTO comes into effect 

HE new World Trade Organisation (WTO), which 
replaced the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT), came into effect from January 1,1995, witli the 
backing of 85 founding members, including India. 

WTO now comes as the third economic pillar of 
worldivide dimensions, along with the World Bank and 


the International Monetary Fund (IMF). 

The setting up of the WTO was agreed by 125 
countries in April 1994 at a conference in Mep^sh, 
which conclude the strenuous Uruguay Round of trade 
negotiations after more than seven years of hard bargain- 
ing. 

WTO, with power to settle trade disputes between 
nations and to widen the principle of free trade to sectors 
such as services and agriculture, awers more areas than 
GATT, whose rule had been in operation for the last 47 
years. WTO envisages the reduction of tariff by more 
than one-third and is concerned with the further opening 
of markets. 

Although 125 had signed the Uruguay Round trade 
accord and are willing to join WTO, all tJie countries have 
not been able to ratify the WTO agreement by December 
31,1994. Therefore, it has been decided that GATT and the 
WTO will omtinue side-by-side for a year. 

India joins WTO: In order to nieet its obligations 
under the WTO, India amended its Patent Act, 1970 and 
anti-dumping law through late night promulgations of 
two Presidential ordinances on December 31,1994. 

The ordinance amending the Patent Act provides 
filing applications for products patenting in the fields of 
agricultural chemicals and pharmaceuticals. It also 
provides for grant of exclusive marketing rights to the 
applicant after specified conditions are met. In order to be 
eligible, the applicant has to file an application in India for 
grant of a patent. 

The amendments made in the provisions of the Cus¬ 
toms Tariff Act, 1975, relating to the levy of anti-dumping 
duties and countervailing duties, are aimed at aligning 
the national law with the provisions of the final iict of the 
Uruguay Round. The new provisions are more precise 
and specific vis-a-vis the earlier provisions. 

RUSSIA 

Chechnya continues to be a trouble spot 

HECHNYA, an oil-rich, culturally Muslim 
'autonomous republic' of 1.2 million people in 
Russia's volatile northern Caucasus region, is facing 
bkxidiest days of the war. Numerous buildings in the 
breakaway republic's capital Grozny, including Parlia¬ 
ment headquarters, were set ablaze after Russian ground 
troops attacked the city on January 1,1995. Thousands of 
soldiers and civilians died in the fierce fighting. However, 
the Russian army could not take control of the city and 
had to withdraw. 

Chechnya was brought into Russian Empire in the 
19th Century after more than 40 years of bitter warfare. 
When the USSR collapsed in 1991, Chechnya unilaterally 
seceded from Russian federation. 

Moscow and Grozny were engaged in a war of words 
for the past thrra years over the republic's claim to 
pendence. Moscow continued to regard Chechnya as an 
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integral part of the Russian federation and subject to all i ts 
laws. 

As per pages of the history of this tiny "republic", the 
Chechans were also victimized in the Stalin-era. 
Thousands of people died during mass deportatirms to 
Central Asia. Even Mr Dzhokhar Dudayev, the present 
President spent his first 13 years in exile. Dudayev seized 
amtrol in Chechnya, ridijig popular opposition to the 
August 1991 Soviet Coup attempt. In October 1991 he was 
elected president. He declared Chechan's Independence 
same day. The country became a haven for gangsters and 
hijackers. Dudayev declared one-man rule in April l‘>93, 
in the wake of anti-Dudayev demonstrations. 

Russian government issued a tough statement on 
December 14, 1994 warning the separatists to lay down 
their arms and restore Russian power. President Boris 
Yeltsin decreed an amnesty for all who give up their 
weapoas by EX’cember 15, 1994. Moscow's message to 
Dudayev and his ft^rces followed the breakdt>v\’n of peace 
talks in Vladikavaz in neighbouring north Ossetia. 

Mr Dudayev retaliated in a television broadcast in 
Grozny on December 15 and asked Chechans to wage war 
on the Russians. 'The earth should burn under Russian 
(Kcupiers', he said. 

Mr Dudayev als<> threatened jehad or Islamic holy war 
against Russia to establish C hechnya as an independent 
country. 

The invasion of Chechnya, however, united almost all 
shades of Russia's fractions political spectrum in angry 
opposition to the invasion. Fornier Prime Minister Yegor 
Gaider predicted that a military assault on Chechan capi¬ 
tal of Grozny would lead to the wllapse of demiKratic 
institutions in Russia within a few months. 

When the Soviet Union broke up in 1991, many ob¬ 
servers predicted that the Russian federation—also a 
multi-ethnic patchw'ork straining under the historical 
legacies of imperial Russia and USSR—would not be far 
behind. But through slow diplomacy, Moscow has con¬ 
vinced most of its 21 wavering ethnic Republics to settle 
their differences within Russia's constitutional 
framework. Chechnya was the last remaining hold out. 

Rus.sian government also announced on December 
27, 1994 in Moscow that a new government of national 
renewal in Chechnya, headed by Mr Saiambek 
Khadzhiyev, a former ^viet Minister, has been set up. 

Meanwhile, the stalemate continues, and so does the 
fighting. More than 400,0(10 residents have fled the 
republic and have become refugees. No early solution 
seems to be in sight. 

USA-NORTH KOREA 

Tensions continue 

A US helicmtdr wth two pilots <m board, on a routine 
ti^nh^ flight near the N. Koteii-S. Koied border, 
strayed into the N; Korean territory, rti Dec'enfibei' 17,1994 


and was shot down. While the co-pilot, Mr David 
Hiiemon, was killed, the pilot, Mr Bobby Hall, was cap¬ 
tured by N. Korean authorities. 

The incident triggered a major crisis which lasted for 
13 days and threatened to jeopardise the recently signed 
peace accord between USA and N. Korea. N. Korea 
claimed that the US helicopter was spying and refused to 
handover the pilot to the US authorities. The body of the 
co-pilot was, howev'er, returned. 

The United States rejected North Korea's explanation 
and warned that the $4 billion nuclear pact could be in 
jeopardy. 

The crisis was finally blown-off on December 30,1994, 
with the US and North Korea officials agreeing to a writ¬ 
ten understanding. 

North Korea had initially termed the straying of the 
helicopter into its territory as a "deliberate act of 
espionage". North Korea claimed that the helicopter was 
flying at an altitude of 4(K) metres when it crossed the 
rugged demilitar^d zone that separates the two Koreas. 

Clinton administration expressed regrets for the inci¬ 
dent but did not admit to spying, as North Korea had 
charged. 

Accord on North Korea nuclear consortium 

T he United States, S<Hjth Korea and Japan signed an 
agreement on December 17,1994, to set up a amsor- 
tium to raise upto $ 4 billion to replace North Korea's 
nuclear reactors with new models that cannot produce 
fuel for atomic weapons. The multi-lateral consortium has 
been provisionally named Korean Energy Development 
Organisation (KEDO). 

The consortium is a key pari of an agreement, reached 
in Geneva tin October 21,1994, between USA and North 
Korea, to halt Pyongyang's miclear pr<>gramme, which 
USA claims may have already produced enough 
plutonium for one or two w«*apons. 

Under the accord, the gas graphite reactors of North 
Korean nuclear plants—one in operation and two under 
construction—^will be replaced with light water models 
from which, it is claimed, it will not be possible fo divert 
fuel. 

SUMMITS 

OIC Summit 

T he leaders of 52-member Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) began their seventh summit in 
Casablanca, Morocco, on December 13, 1994, with a call 
from Moroccan King Hassan to defend Islam's true ideals. 
More than twenty Kings, Emirs and Presidents were 
present at the royal palace in Casablanca, to discuss the 
184-point resolution. The agenda included civil wars in 
Somalia and Afghanistan, the Muslim uprimng in Kaslt- 
mir and the conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan. 

The foreign ministers, who met fear three, days before 
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the summit, prepared a communique that declared the 
ban on arms tor Bosnia, null and void and said that their 
governments would act on that basis. The Bosnian presi¬ 
dent Alija bebegiivic was also invited as a special guest. 

The summit declared its commitment to a peaceful 
political solution to the jammu & Kashmir issue on the 
oasis of the relevent UN resolutions. In Its .seven-point 
resolution the OIC called upon India, Pakistan and the 
people of j & K to resolve the conflict peacefully. "It is an 
outstanding international dispute which needs to be 
resolved to promote peace and security in Asia", said Ms 
Benazir Bhutto, during an interview on December 15, 
1994, at Casablanca. 

Meanwhile, a Kashmiri separatist leader, Mr Moivi 
Umar Farooq, the president of All Parties Hurriyat Con¬ 
ference (APHC), who was allowed by India to attend this 
Morocco-summit, said, that Kashmiri Muslims would not 
take part in Elections for which the call is being planned 
by New Delhi. "Kashmir is not an internal Indian 
problem", he added. 

Moivi Farotx) and another APHC leader, Moivi Abbas 
Ansart, urged the Organisers of OIC to arrange a meeting 
of "recognised Kashmiri leadership" from both sides of 
ceasefire line in a third country as a first step towards a 
peaceful solution to the issue. 

The world-Muslim leaders also called for an il¬ 
luminated Islam, exempt of terrorism or fanaticism. The 
resolution, co-sponsored by Iran and Morocco, con¬ 
demned international terrorism but failed to mention Is¬ 
lamic terrorism, though it was highlighted during 
discussions that Muslim terrorists were making inroads 
or fighting armed battles to topple their governments. 

In Algeria more than 11,00f) people have been killed 
in an Islamic insurgency trying to topple the government. 
The terrorists were also active in Egypt, Jordan, Oman and 
in tightly controlled Saudi Arabia, the seat of Islam's 
holiest site, Mecca. 

BOSNIA 

Mediation attempts by former US President 
Carter 

OSNIAN government and the rebel Serbs signed a 
ceasefire agreement on December 24,1994 in Pale near 
Sarajevo, which was to be followed by a four-month ces¬ 
sation of hostilities. TIte agreement was preceded by a 
private mediation by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, 
who was called in by the Serbs to break a deadlock in 
efforts to end the almost 33 months of civil war in Bosnia. 
The agreement was signed by Bosnian President Alija 
tzebegovic and Bosnian Seib leader, Radovan Karadzic. 
However, the fighting a)ntinued in some parts of the 
country, leading to warnings that this ceasefire too could 
collapse. 

A UN spokesman said in Zagreb, Croatia that "the 
Croatian Serbs and separatist Muslims could threaten the 
stability of the ceasfire". He urged Bosnian Seirb leaders 


"to use their great deal of influence" with the Croatian Setbs 
to get them to withdraw from Bihac pocket which was 
surrounded on three sides by Serb-held territory in Croatia. 

Bosnian shadow on CSCE: The Bosnian shadow 
loomed over the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (CSCE), which links United States, Russia, 
Canada and most European nations. The conference was 
held In Budapest on December 6,1994. It was convened to 
chalk out a strategy to avoid future European wars like the 
Bosnian conflict. 

Mr Boris Yeltsin, the Russian President, accused the 
US and its NATO allies of trying to exclude and isolate his 
country. Infact Russia had long sought to make CSCE the 
premier security organi.sation In Europe. The United 
States favours a more assertive CSCE, though not at the 
expense of the 16-nation NATO. 

/iuROPEAN UNION 

Membership door opened 

T he European Union has given the green signal to 
admit 10 East European countries belonging to the 
former Soviet bloc. The decision was announced in a 
communique issued on December 12,1994 at Essen (Ger¬ 
many) after a two-day summit-meeting of the then 12 
current members. No modalities have been fixed as yet 
but the new entry is likely to start after 3 years with 
Hungary, Poland, Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Slovakia and 
Romania being front-runners. The initial process is 
known as 'pre accession' strategy as the communique 
stipulates that the EU won't take any newcomers until it 
has reformed its institutions in an inter-governmental 
conference scheduled to start in 1996. The EU leaders also 
hoped to soon bring the three Baltic republics and 
Slovania into the 'pre-accession' strategy. The EU-leaders 
have also assured to back the strategy of preparing these 
countries with appropriate funds earmarked over several 
years. They have also pledged to create more jobs to meet 
the intolerable high level of unemployment. It may be 
recalled that during the recent recession, the EU-nations' 
jobless rate soared to nearly 11 per cent, forcing more than 
17 million people on to the unemployment lines. 

Approach to Asia: Tlie EU leaders have endorsed a 
paper, drafted by the European CtMnmission, in a move to 
generate a sense of urgency about the bloc's relations with 
Asia. There was a growing concern in the summit-meet¬ 
ing that Europe was lagging behind others in exploiting 
emerging Asia's potential. It cited competition from 
Japan, the United States and increasingly from companies 
within the region as the main threats. 

The Developing Asian countries sold about $ 155 bil¬ 
lion of exports to the EU in 1993,27 per cent of tiheir total 
and binjght about $ 113 billion worth of EU goods. 

The commission paper suggests promoting invest* 
ment by providing financing incenjii ves ftx jdnt ventures. 

. If also cabs fra- lobbying more forceFuUy for the removal 
Asian laws hampOTng trade and Investment. ' " . 
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PAKISTAN 

Karachi continue to burn 

K ARACHI'S daily gun battles and snifwr killings are 
undermining Pakistan's National ambition of becom¬ 
ing Asia's next boom economy. Karachi is the economic 
hub and the biggest dty of Pakistan. 

More than 650 people have been killed in political, 
ethnic and religious violence in 1994. The level of violence 
has been steadily increasing. 

Foreign investment has come to a knot and even the 
local investors are seeking to re-locate their units to the 
safer province of Punjab. 

The gang wars and killings mostly erupt between two 
ethnic groups—the mainstream Altaf-faction of Mohajir 
Quami Movement (MQM) and its rival, Haqiqi-faction. 

To eliminate dacoits, saboteurs and terrorists army 
was given command of the entire Sindh province on 
June 19,1992. But, not much success was achieved by 
the army. 

Mohajirs are Muslims that came from India after the 
partition and settled in Sindh. They were never accepted and 
were always discriminated agains^ Years of discrimination 
and torture by various regimes forced the Mohajirs to take to 
arms and counter tlireats to their lives and property. Tlie 
problem was further a>mjx)unded with the influx of drug 
money and presence of Afghan refugees. 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto has entrusted the job 
of holding negotiations with MQM to the Sindh Chief 
Minister Syed Abdullah. The MQM welcomed the offer of 
talks with a pinch of salt Its leader,MrAltaf Hussein, who 
is living in self-exile in London for past two years, said 
that if the ruling Pakistan People's Party wants to initiate 
a dialogue, it would have to first stop all actions against 
his workers and supporters. 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 

Paris Club signs pact on debt relief 

T he Paris Club of creditor countries, in a meeting held 
at Paris on December 17,1994, had decided to write off 
two-thirds of a country's debt, provided it could ^ow it 
Is making its best efforts to redress its economy. The Paris 
Club is an informal group of representatives from the 
world's main industrialised countries that meets regular¬ 
ly in the French capital to ekamine requests for debt-relief 
from cash-strapped countries. The agreement could affect 
$ 28 billion of outstanding debt owed by such severely 
indebted countries. The governments of the Paris Club erf 
creditor countries had i»en negotiating the accord since 
the G-7 economic summit in Naples in July 1994. Britain 
and France were important driving forces behind the 
latest initiative. 

The idea is that vviping tite slate clean will reice again 
allow severely Indebted fow-lncrene countries "to giaJn 
access to intemati^i caplted marj!;^'!. Practically all 
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siich countries, usually identified as having per-capita 
national incomes of less than $ 700, are in sub^aharan 
Africa. The few exceptions include Bolivia and Nicaragua. 

ARMS RACE 

US top arms supplier 

recent report of US office of Naval Intelligence, indi¬ 
cates that US has become the largest arms producer 
and exporter in the world, accounting for $ 34 billion in 
sales m 1994. 

Though sales are expected to fall to $ 13 billion in 
1995, yet the US share of the world market is expected to 
exceed 70 per cent. Russia and Germany vie for the second 
place, with each controlling around 10 per cent of the 
; market. 

The end of the cold war has resulted into search for 
new customers and for that, much fancier gadgets are 
now being put on sale, including satellite positioning 
systems, anti-tank and anti-aircraft mis.siles, night vision 
devices, cruise missiles and diesel submarines. 

There has also been an alarming surge in arms trans¬ 
fers to Turkey and Greece, two long time adversaries. Of 
the 48 regional or ethnic conflicts currently raging, 39 are 
being fought with weapons that were sold by the U.S. 
President Clinton has recently sanctioned arms sales to 
Albania, Bulgaria, Cambodia, Eritrea, the Baltic States and 
Romania in order to 'strengthen the security of the United 
States and promote peace'. 

CHiNA-MYANMAR 

Li Peng visits Myanmar 

HE Chinese Premier Mr Li Peng, was on a three-day 
g<x)dwill-visit ti> Myanmar on l^cember 26,1994. He 
held high-level talks with Myanmar leadership to give 
'new impetus to bilateral trade, which was $ 490 million 
in 1993 as compared to $ 100 million annually in mid 
1980s. 

China Is one of the few countries that has close ties 
with Myanmar's military junta, that brutally put down 
pro-democracy demonstrations in 1988. 

The two countries, which share more than 2(XX) km of 
border, have a long history of economic ties due to close 
geographical proximity and complimentary economies. 

Myanmar is strategically very important to China. 
The TOuntry can not only provide direct access to the 
strategic Indian Ocean but can also be used as a base to 
keep watch on both India and South East Asia. India has 
expressed concern over tlie growing military and strategic 
alliance between China and Myanmar. 

ITALY 

Political crisis as Prime Minister resigns 

HE ^itical crisis in Italy, caused by the resignation of 
die Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, remained un¬ 


solved despite of hectic exercises done by President Oscar 
Luigo Scalfaro to end the deadlock. The country's 53rd 
government since World War II, had to go as the Prime 
Minister, besieged by political opponents and fiscal in¬ 
stability, resigned on Elecember 23,1994, radier than see 
his government toppled by Parliament in case of voting 
on a ntxonfidence motion. 

Prime Minister Berlusconi recommended fresh elec¬ 
tions, whereas the former coalition partner, the federalist 
Northern League and the opposition parties were totally 
opposed to snap polls. 

Mr Berlusconi and his three party-alliance had won 
election on the promise that they would cleanse the 
country's political culture and begin, what the media 
there came to call, "the sea>nd Republic". But, he hinvself 
got engulfed in a corruption probe. 

WARFARE 

2 m Kids died in wars since 1984 

T he United Nations' Children Fund (UNICEF) in its 
just released "State of the World's Children, 1995" 
report, has revealed that in wars of the last ten years far 
more children have been killed or disabled than soldiers. 

During the last decade, approximately two million 
cliildren have died in wars, between four and five million 
have been physically disabled, more than five millicxi ftirced 
into refugee camps and over twelve million left homeless. 

Most of the children have been affected in conflicts in 
Mozambique, Angola, Somalia, Sudan, Afghanistan, 
Cambtxlia, Haiti and Bosnia. 

UNICEF has stressed that it was time to shift from 
providing security thnnigh arms, to ensuring security 
through development. It has called for political Commit¬ 
ment and competent management for improving the lot of 
the world's children. 

The report points out that armed cx»nflicts were not 
the only force affecting the normal development of mil¬ 
lions of children in the 1990s. Ectmomic forces are depriv¬ 
ing far larger numbers of the kind of childhood which will 
enable them to become part of tomorrow's solutions 
rather than tomorrow's problems. 

The report rejects as "absurd" the idea that the world 
cannot afford the financial cost of meeting its children's 
needs. "The principal technologies for meeting children's : 
needs at low cost are already available^^nd the financial 
cost is negligible in relation to what humanity has at 
stake", the report says. 

UNICEF argues that given a sustained effort and 
some more help from the industrialised nations, most 
developing countries can reach the goals for the y^iear 20^0. 
and abolism from the planet the worst aspeete orpoverty, t 
malnutrition, preventable illness and illiteracy. 
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Current General Knowledge 
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ABBREVIATIONS 

DPEP: District Primary Educa¬ 
tion Programme. 

ERNET: Educational and Re¬ 
search Netvvcirk. 

ISH: Information Super High¬ 
way. 

NASDAQ: National Associa¬ 
tion of Securities Dealers Automated 
Quotiition. 

AWARDS 

Jnanpith award, 1994 

MINENT litterateur and Kannada 
author Dr Anantha Murlhy li«s 
been chosen to receive the 1W4 Jnan¬ 
pith award. 

The award is given every year for 
creative w'riting and carries a citation 
plaque, a bronze replica of Vagdevi 
and a cheque of Rs 2.5 lakh. 

Dr Murlhy is the sixth Kannada 
writer to receive the award. 

B.C. Roy award, 1993 

HE Medical Council of India has 
conferred the Dr B.C. Roy award, 
1993 on Dr Devaki Kulty, who had 
been selflessly serving the Carhwal 
Himalayan region for the past 12 
years. 

Indira Candid award for social 
services 

HE first Indira Gandhi award for 
srxaal services has been given to 
the renowned social worker Mama 
Baleshwar Dayal, for his dedicated 
work for the welfare of the agfed, des¬ 
titutes, women and children in Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh. 

The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya Pradesh 
and carries an amount of Rs one lakh 
and a citation Jetter. 

Financial Express award for 
ecottomics, 1994 

MINEW economist. Dr KJsf. Raj, 
has been selected for the award 


for his contribution to economics as a 
teacher, researcher and policy-maker. 

BOOKS 

Decisive Battles of India 

HIS book has been written by 
H.N. Venna and co-autht>red by 
Amrit Verma. It says that Indians 
were liistorically losers at warfare 
and lost decisive battles to successive 
invaders because of lack of sophis¬ 
tication in weaponry and tactics. The 
book goes on to say that although in 
ancient times Indians devised supe¬ 
rior weaponry, and even exported it, 
an agreeable climate and secure 
geographical location provided little 
incentive to upgrade the weaponry. 

As for the present times the book 
«iy that India lags in such pre-requi¬ 
sites of war as secrecy, deception, 
security and intelligence. 

Samskara 

HIS IS the first novel of Dr Anan¬ 
tha Murthy, winner of the 1994 
Jnanpith award. It was written in 
1965.1 he novel played a big role in 
the success of Dr Murthy as a 
novelist It vvas later translated into 
many Indian and European lan¬ 
guages and Wiis even prescribed in 
.some American universities. 

CONFERENCES 

82nd Indian Sdence Congress 
HE 82nd Indian Science Congress 
was held in Calcutta from 
January 3, 1995. The Congress was 
attended by over 6,000 national and 
international scientists, including 
four Nobel laureates. 

The week-long ajiiference main¬ 
ly focused on science, technology and 
industrial development in India in 
the wake of economic liberalisation. 

8th World Tamil Conference 

EARLY five lakh people con¬ 
verged on t^ie temple town of 
Tltai^avun for the inaugural show of 


the World Tamil meet on January 1, 
1995. 

Tamil scholar from over 20 
countries participated. The theme of 
the conference was "contribution of 
Tamil culture to the 21st century". 

DAYS; YEARS 

Sports Day 

HE government has announced 
that henceforth August 29, birdi 
anniversary of hockey immortal 
Dhyan Chand, would be celebrated 
every year as Sports Day. 

1995 as the year of tolerance 

HE United Nations has 
proclaimed 1995 as the year trf 
tolerance, saying that the ability to be 
tolerant of the actions, beliefs and 
opinions of others is a major factor in 
promoting world peace. 

Amid the resurgence of ethnic 
conflicts, discrimination against 
minorities and xenopht^ia directed 
against refugees and asylum seekers, 
tolerance is the only way forward, 
said a UN statement. 

DEFENCE 

lAF's women pilots take wings 
N December 17, 1994, a new 
chapter was written in the his¬ 
tory of the Indian Air Force when the 
first batch of seven women pilots 
were inducted into the transport 
stream of lAF. The women pilots 
were awarded the coveted 'wings' 
and commissioned by Chief of Air 
Staff, Air Chief Marshal S.K. Kaul, at 
a passing out parade at the Air Force 
Academy in Dundigal near 
Hyderabad. 

All seven—Priya Nagundwar, 
Anusha Singh, Archana Kapoor, 
Harita Deol, Bind u Sebastian, Pamela 
Rodrigues and Priya Paul—said that 
they Imd dreamt of becoming pilote 
and that they do not cona'der Air 
Force as an exclusive preserve tor 
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men. Infact they said that they 
"should be allowed to be fighter 
pilots". 

In all 13 girls had been sc'lected 
out of hundreds of applications for 
the first short service commission 
pilots course for women, which com¬ 
menced in July, 1993. Of them, one 
cadet was "back phased" on health 
grounds and training of five other 
iris was "seized" for failing to learn 
ying to the exacting standards. 

PERSONS 

Murthy, Dr Anantha 

R Anantha Murthy is the 
eminent litterateur and Kannada 
author who has been honoured with 
the 1!:*94 jnanpilh award. 62-year-old 
Dr Murthy is llie sixth Kannada 
writer to receive the award. 

His first short-story collection 
Endendu Mupyada Knlha appeared in 
1955. However, he sh<it to fame with 
his first novel Samskam, which was 
published in 1965. 

Zail Singh, Giani 

lANl Zail Singh, the seventh 
President of India, died on 
December 25, 1994, following 

prolonged illness. His life was a saga 
of intense struggle, remarkable 
achievements and some unsavoury 
controversies. 

He was born on May 5,1916, in a 
family of artisans and lacked any for¬ 
mal education. From a nrudhouse in 
the remote village of Sandhwan in 
what was then the pnmwiy State of 
Faridkot, now m Punjab, he came to 
occupy the sprawling Rashtrapati 
Bhawan in 1962. 

He was the Chief Minister of 
Punjab from 1972 to 1977. His tenure 
as Chief Minister of Punjab was 
criticised for communalising Punjab 
politics which ultimately led to the 
growth of Sikh fundamentalism and 
militancy. 

His political career started as a 
Praja Mandal activist. LiUer on he be¬ 
came a minister in the PEPSU 
government and then a minister of 
State under Pratap Singh Kairon. He 
was a member of Ra)ya Sabha from 
1956 to 1962, In 1980 he was made the 
Home Minister by Mrs Indira 


Gandhi. 

He was a man of great personal 
charm and was perhaps tne most 
easily approachable Head of State 
India ever had. Till the end he 
remained a simple, warm and down 
to earth person. 

PLACES 

Patola Palace 

HE Patola Palace, the winter es¬ 
tate of the Dalai Lama since the 
7th century, symbolises Tibetan Bud¬ 
dhism and its central role in the tradi¬ 
tional administration in Tibet. It is 
built on the red mountain in the 
centre of the Lhasa Valley, at an al¬ 
titude of 3,700 metres. 

The World Heritage Committe 
has decided to include the Patola 
Palace to the UNESCO's world 
heritage list. 

The 21-member WHC selects cul¬ 
tural and natural wonders that define 
the world heritage, sites and monu¬ 
ments of such unparalleled impor¬ 
tance that their protection is the 
responsibility of entire mankind. 

PROJECTS 

Plan for safe drinking water 

HE Central government proposes 
to cover the entire country with at 
least one source of safe drinking 
water by the end of the Eighth Five 
Year Plan. 

The major objectives of the 
government on water supply front 
during the eighth plan are: 

■ To provide sustainable supply of 
safe drinking water to all no-source 
habitations. 

■ To complete eradication of guinea 
worm and to tackle major quality 
problems like excess fluoride, brack¬ 
ishness, iron and arsenic in drinking 
water. 

■ To enhance the quantum of supp¬ 
ly and its quality in ail the villages. 

■ To expand tlie efforts in securing 
scientific input in the rural water 
supply, particularly for source find¬ 
ing and recharge of aquifers. 

■ To improve the operation and 
maintenance of water supply sys¬ 
tems with active participation of the 
people.' 


■ To improve water quality 
throughout the country. 

SPACE RESEARCH 
Pact between ISRO, INTELSAT 
N a landmark agreement, the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has leased eleven 
transponders, on the ' yet-to-be 
launched INSAT-2E, to the 
Washington-based INTELSAT, The 
long-term agreement will fetch ISRO 
a mind-boggling $ 100 million over a 
period of ten years. It als<» marks a 
significant bcxrst to ISRO's attempts 
at commercialising its operations. 

INSAT-2E satellite is expected to 
be launched in the last quarter of 
1997. It will be the fifth of ISRO's 
second generation satellites and will 
employ several advanced tech¬ 
nologies that will make it one of the 
best 

Germany, Japan to test space 
capsule 

ERMANY and Japan have 
decided to ax)perate on a prefect 
to test the re-entry of a space capsule 
into the earth's atmosphere. Final 
preparations for the launch are un¬ 
derway at the Tanegashime Space 
Centre, which is ItKated on an island 
off Kagoshima in Kyushu, Japan. A 
second-hand Russian capsule has 
been purchased for the experiment 

The two countries decided to 
cooperate after the United States and 
Russia—the leaders in the field— 
refused to share their technology. 

The unmanned capsule, known 
as 'Express', for experimental space 
re-entry system, is expected to stay 
aloft for five-and-a-half da)re, orbit¬ 
ing the earth until landing in the 
desert of Southern Australia. , 

Two new satellites to be launched 
by 1996 

NDIA'S second-generation remote 
sensing satellites, IRS-IC and IRS- 
ID, would be lauijched in 1995 and 
during 1995-96, respectively. The two 
satellites would provide remote 
sensed data, improved spatial resolu¬ 
tion, enhanced spectral coverage and 
improved stereo viewing. > 

The highlight the two s&^tfes 
will be the use of the data by USA# 
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following the failure of the American 
satellite LANDSAT-6. 

UNITED NATIONS 

Palau ISSth member 

P ALAU, till recently a trust ter¬ 
ritory administered by the United 
States, has become the l^th member 
of the United Nations. 

Palau hasa population of slightly 
over 15,000 and comprises of 20() is¬ 
lands in the Caroline chain in the 
Padfic, of which only eight are per¬ 
manently inhabited. Most of the 
popnilation lives in the capital of Kor- 
nor. 

MISCELLANY 

Information super highway 
planned 

A major attempt to link all infor- 
Lmation networks in the country 
into a single Information Super High¬ 
way (ISH) is likely to be undertaten 
sootr and broadcasting is expected to 
play a major part in this operation. 

Information and Broadcasting 
Ministry sources said that introduc¬ 
tion of the ISH would increase 
productivity by 20 to 40 per cent and 
create massive job opportunities. 

The concept is being developed 
in countries like the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Canada and Japan. 
It can be successfully used for net¬ 
working data bank, telecommuting, 
education and health facilities. 

In India the concept could help 
provide free exchange of information 
among educational institutions, 
hospitals, health care institutions and 
other sectors. 

Essentially, an Information Super 
Highway is a network of optical fibre 
co<«xial, twinwire, microwave link 
with radio, television and satellite 
bringing together thousands of inter¬ 
connected and inter-operable net¬ 
works. 

In the United States, where the 
research into ISH is at an advanced 
stage, it has been estimated tliat up to 
3(X),0(X) jobs will be created in.'tlie 
n^ ten to IS wars and produc^ity 
wifl^ incmase by 20 to 40 per cent, 
apar^^fl;pln strengthening 'com-, 
munication and information -net^ 


works. 

However, ISH applications in 
India would not be omy for commer¬ 
cial puiposes as in the United States. 
The KH would have to be planned in 
■a way that provides free exchange of 
information. 

A large number of networks are 
already operating in India, and these 
could be linked to create ISH. Some of 
these include the Educational and 
Research Network (ERNET) of the 
department of electronics and the 
Remote Area Business Message Net¬ 
work (RABMN) of the department of 
telecommunications. 

Satellite money order 

P RIME Minister P.V, Narasimha 
Rao dedioited to the nation the 
satellite money order service on 
December 16, If^H. 

The objective of the new service 
is to use high technology in the vast 
postal network for speeding up 
transmis.sion of money order from 
one post office to another, besides 
cutting down operation costs. 

Die high-tech project is being im¬ 
plemented in two phases. Phase one 
envisages installation of micro earth 
stations, consisting of a PC, printer 
and Very Small Aperture Terminals 
(VSAT) with a dish antenna, at 75 
places in the country. In pliase two, 
200 more micro earth stations would 
be added, so as to cover the entire 
country. 

As a pilot scheme, the depart¬ 
ment of posts has selected six loca¬ 
tions—Delhi, Madras, Bangalore, 
Lucknow, Patna and Shimla—for the 
installation of micro earth stations. 
The pilot scheme will help In work¬ 
ing out detailed procedure for the 
scheme. 

A satellite money order Is booked 
like an ordinary money order and 
transmitted from the booking (VSAT) 
centre and printed at the destination 
by computer. At the receiving end, 
the money ordei; is authenticated by 
the post master and then sent for 
delivery. With the transmission of 
money order via satellite, it will be 
possible to send money order to the 
VSAT at the receiving end within 
minutes, thus saving considerable 


time. Once thelleyfr sytem is set up, 
it would also be j^i^bi^to use the 
communication ^channel for 
electronic data transfer, jl, c 

Indian Ocean has el nino*^ ^ 

T WO scientists have reported that 
the Indian Ocean, like the Pacific 
Ocean, has an el nino, the cyclical 
shifts in upper <Kean temperature 
that dramatically affect the world's 
weather. 

The research for the first time 
links the two vast oceans in a related 
pattern occurring over three to seven 
years wht>se effects on the world 
climate could be more far-reaching 
than previously thought. 

The discovery of a more global 
aspect of the cl nino southern oscilla¬ 
tion (ENSO) ct*uld advance 
scientists' understanding of the 
Pacific el nino, improving their ability 
to forecast el nmo-spawned droughts, 
floods and storms the world over. 

ENSO is an irregular cycle, 
repeating itself every three to seven 
years, during which global wind pat¬ 
terns and pools of very warm surface 
waters are displaced from one side of 
the equatorial oceans to the other 
side. The pool's displacement is as¬ 
sociated with corresponding dis¬ 
placements in rainfall and winds, 
both locally and globally. 

Historically, the warming of sur¬ 
face waters off ^uth America's coast 
was called el nino (the child) since the 
recurring phenomenon usually coin¬ 
cided with Christmas time. But el 
nino is now recognised as a local 
manifestation of the global ENSO 
cycle whose variation have direct 
climatic impacts and socio economic 
consequences, ranging from destruc¬ 
tive floods and droughts to disrup¬ 
tion of commercial fisheries and 
agriculture. Its effects are felt from 
eastern Australia to Brazil, from 
North America to Europe and from 
Africa to India. 

The recognition of a cyclical el 
nino pattern in the Indian Ocean, the 
researchers say, holds the potential 
for forecasting rainfall in the Austral- 
Asia region six to 12 months in 
advance. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

Pune Marathon 

Overcoming the heat and tl>e 
dust, Josepli Kipkembui of Kenya, 
in his maiden attempt, pipped 
Peter De Voucht of Belgium to win 
the men's gruelling 42.195 km race 
clocking two hours, 24 minutes, 34 
seconds. 

The women's half marathon 
(21 km) race was won by Medde 
Hamrim of Sweden clocking one 
hour, 17 minutes and 14 seconds. 

BASKETBALL 

National Championship 
Punjab defeated Bihar 65-55 to 
win the men's title. Indian Railways 
defeated Punjab 61-47 to win the 
women's title. 

Indian Railways retained the 
. women's title for the seventh suc¬ 
cessive time. 

The championships were held 
at Ludhiana. 

CHESS 

31st Olympiad 

Russia vanquished Germany 3.5- 
0.5 to retain the gold inedal at the 
31st Chess Olympiad, held at Mos¬ 
cow. 

CRICKET 

bidia-West Indies Test series 

Third Test: West Indies in¬ 
flicted a humiliating 243-runs 
defeat on India to win the Third 
Test at Mohali. West Indies thus 
levelled the three-match series 1-1. 
The Caribbeans also maintained 
their enviable record of not having 
lost a Test series in the past 14 
years. 

While India had won the first 
Test at Botnbay, the second Test at 
Nagpur had ended in a draw. 

The Ashes 

Second Test: Master spinner 
Shane Nome of Australia grabbed 


his first hat-trick to help Australia 
defeat England by 295 runs in the 
Serand Test match played at Mel¬ 
bourne. England had earlier lost 
the first Test match also. 

England were scuttled out for 
a miserable 92 runs in the second 
innings. It was the lowest England 
total in an Ashes Test since 1958-59, 
when they made 87 on the same 
ground. 

Third Test: Au.stralia just 
managed to dr.iw the third lest, 
played at Sydney. The result was 
sufficient to preserve 2-0 lead in 
the five-Test series and guarantee 
the Ashes will stay in Australia 
until atleasl l‘J97. 

South Africa-New Zealand Test 
Series 

Second Test: South Africa beat 
New Zealand by eight wickets to 
win the second Test, played at Dur¬ 
ban, and level the three-lest series 
1 - 1 . 

Third Test: South Africa beat 
New Zealand by seven wickets to 
win the third Ti'st, played at Cape 
Town. South Africa thus won the 
three-Test series 2-1. 

SAARC limited-over tournament 
India, inspired by brilliant batting 
from skipper Praveen Amre and 
fine bowling from medium pacer 
Venkatesh Prasad and leg spinner 
Sairaj Bahutule, won the second 
SAARC limited-over tournament 
with an emphatic 51-run victory 
over Bangladesh. 

Cooch Behar trophy 
Punjab lifted the trophy for the 
second time bv virtue of 147 runs 
first innings lead. The final was 
played at Pune. 

FOOTBALL 

DCM Trophy 

Iran's Bahman Club defeated 
Mdhun Bagan 2-0 to win the 


coveted trophy. Molfun Bagan, 
thus, failed to break the 11-year 
foreign domination in the E)CM 
tournament. 

lEA Shield 

An inspired East Bengal humbled 
arch-rivals Mohun Bagan 2-1 to 
regain the IFA Shield in its cen¬ 
tenary year. The tournament was 
held at Calcutta, 

H O C K 1g y 

Asian schools championsliip 
India won the inaugural Asian 
schools championship for boys with 
a comfortable 7-1) victory over 
Bangladesh. The championship was 
held at Chandigarh. 

TABLE TENNIS 

World cup title 

Frenchman jean-piniippe 
Gniien beat world number one 
jean-Mtchal Saive of Belgium to 
win the title. 

TENNIS 

National Hardcourt Cliampionship 
Asia number two Vikrant Chadha 
took the men's title while the 
women's title was won by Jahnavi 
Parekh. The championship was 
held at Lucknow. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

8th women's world championship 
INDIA'S Karnam Malleswari has 
been adjudged the winner of two 
gold medals and a bronze medal 
for her performance at the eighth 
women'.s world championship, iwld 
at Istanbtd. * 

Malleswari was originally the 
recipient of two silver medals and 
a fourth place in the 54-kg category. 
But, she was upgraded when 
China's Wang Sheng dis- 
qualified after she teMed pCMdtlVe 
in a drug test. 
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OBJECmVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

West Bengal Public Service Commission Clerkship Examination, 

held on the 20th Nov. 1994 

ARITHMETIC 


1. The H.C.F. and L.C.M. of two numbers are 
respectively 11 and 385. The numbers are: 

(a) 11,385 or 55,77 (b) 55,77 

(c) 11,385 (d) 22,770 

2. 555555 when expressed as a product of prime 

factors is: > 

(a) 3,5,7,11, 13,37 (b) 15,7,11,13,37 

(c) 5,21,11,37,13 (rf) 3,7,55,13,37 

2 1 *1 

3. The simplified value of 2 ^ + (3 ^ - 2 is: 

/ X 12 ... 7 , , 16 , > 3 

T T 4 

4. 32.561 X27.03 is: 

(a) 880.12383 (b) 88012.383 

(c) 8801238.3 (d) 88.012383 

5. The smallest number which must be subtracted 
from the number 8691 so as to make it a perfect square is: 

(a) 145 (b) 60 (c) 42 (d) 12 

6. If 10%ofa number is subtracted from it, the result 
is 1800. Then the number is: 

(a) 1900 (b) 1920 (c) 2000 (d) 2140 

7. A agrees to complete a piece of work in 6 days for 
Rs. 3(M), but, engaging an assistant the work is completed 
in 4 days. Then the share received by the assistant is: 

(a) Rs200 (b) Rs250 (c) Rs 100 (d) Rsl50 

8. The price of 10 horses and 12 cows is Rs 1,36,000 
and the price of 12 horses and 10 ct»ws is Rs 1,50,(XK). Then 
the price of a horse is: 

(a) Rs 1,000 (b) Rs 10,000 

(c) Rs 5,000 (d) RslOO 

9. Rs 3,400 is divided amrmg A, B, C, D in such a 
way that the shares of A and B, B and C, C and D may be 
as 2:3,4:3,2:3 respectively. The sum of the shares of B 
and D is: 

(a) R.S 2,040 (b) Ks 1,680 (c) Rs 2,000 (d) Rs 1,720 

10, A bag contains 400 coins ctmsisting of 50 P, 10 P 
and 5 P pieces. The total value t>f coins of each kind is the 
same. Tne number of 5 P coins is: 

(a) 200 (b) 125 (c) 250 (d) 300 

11. A man spends one quarter of his income on food, 
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-^th of it on rent and the remaining, which is Rs 2,310 (nt 
5 

other commodities. His total income is: 

(a) Rs 4,200 (b) Rs 3,400 (c) Rs 5,000 (d) Rs 6,500 

12. The fractions -jj, when arranged in des¬ 
cending order is: 

/ ^ 21 16 ^ Z MIL 

W 22'20'11 11'20'22 

/ ^ Z 21 16 /jv 16 Z 21 

W ir22'20 20'11'22 


w / 11 ' 22'20 20 ' 11'22 

13. In an examination 52% of the candidates fail in 
Science and 42% fail in Mathematics. If 17% fail in both the 
subjects, the percentage of candidates who failed tmly in 
Science is: 

(a) 35% (b) 23% (c) 20% (d) 10% 

14. A sum of money amounts to Rs 2,240 at 4% p.a. 
simple interest in 3 years. The interest on the same sum for 

6 months at 3|% p.a. is: 

(a) Rs50 (b) Rs35 (c) Rs150 (d) Rs30 

15. A passenger train starts frc»n Aat35 km per hour 
at the same time that a goods train starts from B at 25 km 
per hour. If the stations are 180 km apart, and there are no 
stoppages, the distance frcHn A where they will meet is: 

(it) 110 km (b) 90 km (c) 100 km (d) 105 km 

16. In a race of 200 metres B can give a start of 10 
metres to A, and C give a start of 20 metres to B. The start 
that C could give to A is: 

(a) 30 metres (b) 25 metres 

(c) 29 metres (d) 27 metres 

17. Thevalue 10:^-11^ + 22^-20^18: 

^110 ^‘*^'110 

18. A mixture of 40 litres contains nrtflk and water hi 
the ratio of 3 to 1. The amount of water which mu^t be 
added to it so'that the ratio of milk to water may W 5:2 
is: 

(A) 2 litres (b> 3 litres (c) 4 litres (<0 

19. A Ufoe of water iyelgh» a kiloigredlif a.uW..^ 




another liquid weighs 134U kilograms. A mixture of the 
two weigte 1.270 kilograms per litre. The ratio of their 
volumes in a litre of the mixture is: 

(«) 7:17 (b) 17:24 (c) 7.27 (rf) 24:27 

2(h 1 have to go to a certain place in a certain time, 
and I find that if 1 walk at the rate of 5 kilometres per hour, 
I ^all be 5 minutes too late and if at the rateof 6 kilometres 

r er hour, I shall be 10 minutes too soon. Then the distance 
have to go is: 

(n) 7.5 kilometres (b) 7 kilometres 

(c) 8.5 kilometres (d) 8 kilometres 

21. Mangoes are bought at Rs 10 per 100; the rate per 
1(K) at which they must be sold so that the gain on Rs 100 
may be equal to the selling price of 250 mangoes is: 

(a) Rsl2 (b) RslO (c) Rs13-| (rf) Rsll| 

22. A ntixture contains spirit and water in the ratio of 
3 : 2; if it contains 3 litres more spirit than water, the 
quantity of spirit in the mixture is: 

(a) 10 litres (b) 12 litres 

(c) 8 litres (rf) 9 litres 

23. The simplified value of 20^0 of 1 + 16% of 1 + 25% 
of 1 is: 


(«) f (l>) § (c) 5 (rf) 12 


24. The nun^er of digits in the number obtained by 
taking square root of 1166400 is: 

(rt) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (rf) 6 

25. Rahaman used to save each day of any month an 
amount of paise which is equal to the total number of days 
in that month. In this way he saved Rs 9.61 in that month. 
The number of days in that month is: 

(a) 28 (b) 29 (c) 30 (rf) 31 

26. The smallest integer which is a perfect square and 
also divisible by 6,16 and 24 completely is: 

(rt) 48 (b) 144 (c) 432 (rf) 576 

27. Out of numbers 101,431, 637 and 719, the com- 
po^te one is: 

(«) 101 (b) 431 (c) 637 (rf) 719 


28. The weight of a container when—of it is filled up 

with water is 9.5 kg, when of it is filled up with water, 

its weight is 7 kg. The amount of water that fills up the 
container completely is: 

(e) 15 kg (b) 16.5 kg (c) 17 kg (rf) 19 kg 

29, The sum of four sutxe^ive integers are 1290, the 
greatest of them is: 

(a) 321 (b) 322 (e) 323 (rf) 324 

30., The value ofl +10 +100 +1000Js: 

., (A) .000001 (b) .0001 (c) .001 (rf) 10000 

,, 31. Thf^umber which is to Be added to the greatest 
dij^t integer t6 get least five digit integer is: 



1 ^ 


(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (rf) 11 

32. The sum of numerator and denominator of a per¬ 
fect fraction is 4. The fraction is: 

(a) in (b) 3/1 (c) 1/3 (rf) 1/4 

33. The product of two positive integers is 1575 and 

9 

their ratio is The least of them is: 

(fl) 25 (b) 35 (c) 45 (rf) 70 

34. 380 mangoes have been distributed among 85 
buys and girls so that each boy gets four mangoes and 
each girl gets five. The number of boys are: 

(fl) 15 (b) 38 (c) 40 (rf) 45 

3.5, The value of: 

l^ + 2^+3^(-) Vl- ^4- V9is: 

(fl) 0 (b) 1 (c) 4 (rf) 8 

36. Rs 340.68 has been distributed among L, M and N 
such that L gets Rs 5.72 more than N and M gets Rs 2.24 
more than L, then N gets: 

(fl) R8 109 (b) Rs 110.90 (c) Rs 113.56 (rf) Rs 114.72 

37. A man purchased some pens for Rs 540. If the 
price of each pen were less by Rs 3.00; he would get 6 pens 
more. The number of pens he actually purchased were: 

(rt) 90 (b) 30 (c) 20 (rf) 6 

38. The sum of a proper fraction with its reciprocal is 

~; the fraction is: 
n 

w I m I MI w I 

39. The first and second terms of a sequence of num¬ 
bers in continued proportion are 2 and 6 respectively. The 
fifth number in the sequence is: 

(.0 ^ (b) 12 (c) 22 (rf) 162 

40. Raghubir, after travelling 84 km, found that if he 
travelled Skm an hour more, he would take S hours less, 
he actually travelled at a rate of; 

(a) 5 km/hour (b) 6 km/hour 

(c) 7ktn/hour (rf) 10 km/hour 

41. When positive square root of a number which is 
perfect square, is subtracted from that number, it gives 
110. The number is: 

(a) 100 (b) 121 (c) 144 (rf) 169 

42. A trader marked the price of a ccanmodity so as 
to include a profit of 25%, but allowed discount of 16% on 
the marked price. His actual profit was: 

(rt) 5% (b) 9% (c) 16% (rf) 25% 

43. Out of nine zinc baUs of equal size, eight balls are 
of equal weight and the w^ht erf (he remaining is less 
than that of each X3f others. Tne least number of trials by 
weigh-balance that can isolate dte odd bail is: 

(«) I m 2 (c) 8 (rf) 9 

44. The total number integers between 200 and 400 
each of which either begins with 3 or ends with 3 or bodi 
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are: 


(rt) 10 (b) 100 (c) no (d) 200 

45. A dishonest trader cheats both the buyer and the 
seller by His actual gain is; 

(rt) 10% {b) 117.. (c) 207i ((f) 217« 

46. In 1972, total population in a village was 201K). In 
1982 the number of men have been increased by 10”/o and 
that of women have been reduced by 6%; but the total 
populattoit remained unaltered. The number of men in 
1972 were: 

(<t) 6CX) (6) 725 (c) 750 (d) 1250 

47. A piece of cloth when measured by a defective 
scale was 12 metre in length while its actual length is 12.5 
metre. The per cent error is: 

(rt) 5 ((.) 2 (c) 4 ((f) 4.2 

48. The latio of incomes of P and Q is 3 : 4 and ratio 
of their respeci ive expenditure is 2: ?. If both of them save 
Rs. 120, the income of P is: 

(a) Rs120 (b) Rs240 (c) R.s360 (d) Rs480 

44. l(l"o disi'ount and then 207o disamnt in succes¬ 
sion is equivalent to U)tal discount of: 

(a) 15% (b) 20% (c) 287. (d) 307, 

50. Tlie av'erage tif all the integers lying between 1 
and 50 (including them) which are perfect square is: 

(rt) 20 (b) 25 (c) 25.5 (d) 50 

51. The difference of 5 VFand ^32 is: 

(a) 1 (b) VT" (c) (d) 4VT 

52. Volume of a liquid increases by 107, when it is 
frozen to solid. If that stilid be melted into liquid, then its 
volume decreases by: 

(a) 10*1. (fO 11^% (c) 9:^% (d) 20% 

53. If I t)f A = 75% of B = .6 of C, then A: B: C Is: 

(fl) 2 3:3 (h) 3:4:5 (c) 4:5:6 (d) 9:8:10 

54. .1% of 1 km is equal to: 

(n) I cm (/») 10 cm (cl 100 cm («/) 1000 cm 

55. Theproductofthreesuccessiveintegersisalways 
divisible by: 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 9 (d) 11 

56. The difference of greatest and least number 
fonned by taking the digits 2,4,6,9 all at a time but using 
each onc*e is: 

(a) 7 (b) Tm (c) 7173 (d) 9642 

57. Then umber just preced ing9909 which is a perfect 
square is: 

(rt) 9801 (b) 9899 (c) 9900 (d) 9908 

.58. The product of all the prime numbers between 80 
and 90 is: 

(a) 83 (b) 89 (c) 7387 (d) 598347 

59. The greatest ratio among the ratios 10:18,7: 21, 
12:16 and 8: 20 is: 


(a) 10:18 (b) 7:21 (c) 12:16 (d) 8:20 

60. Five times of a positive integer is equal to 3 less 
than twice the square of that number. The number is: 

(a) 3 (b) 13 (c) 23 (d) 33 

61. A and B took some amount of money from a bank 
on the same date at an interest of 10% per annum. After 
two years A paid completely his principal together with 
interest by an amount which was exactly equal to what B 
paid after three years as prindpal and interest. The ratio 
of principal amount of A to that of B is: 

(fl) 3:2 (b) 2:3 (c) 12:13 (d) 13:12 

62. A number when divided by 12 leaves a remainder 
10, when that number is divided by 6, it will leave a 
remainder: 

(a) 2 (b) 4 (c) 8 (d) 10 

63. The third proportional of 12 and 18 is: 

((t) 3 (b) 6 (c) 27 (d) 144 

64. A dishonest shop-keeper uses a defective weight 
showing I kilogram but actually weighing 975 gm. In this 
way his prtifit in per cent Is: 

(n) 39 (b) 25 (c) 5 (d) 2§ 

65. The least one among the following: 

12 of 100; 12.55, (y) \ VTw is: 

(rt) 12^7,01100 (b) 12.55 

(c) (y)^ (d) 

66. A mixture of two elements P and Q have been 
prepared by mixing them in the ratio 5 : 8 in respect of 
volumes or 4:5 in respect of weights. The ratio of weights 
of equal volumes of P and Q is: 

(fl)l:2 (b) 4:5 (c)5:8 (d) 32:25 

67. 700 coins consist of rupee, half rupee (50 paise) 
and quarter rupee (25 paise). The total values of rupee 
coins, half rupee coins and quarter rupee coins are in the 
ratio 2:3:5. The number of rupee coins are: 

(a) 50 (b) 100 (c) 150 (d) 200 

68. The sum of all the digits of any integer consisting 
of more than one digit be subtracted from that integer; the 
difference is always divisible by: 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 9 (d) 11 

69. If the prices of pins reduces Iw Rs .04 per dozen, 

12 more pins can be haa for 48 paise. The present price of 
pin per dozen is; « 

(a) Rs .08 (b) Rs .12 (e) Rs .16 (d) Rs .20 

70. The simplest value of-^ + ^ 

(a) 100 (b) no (c) 120 (d) ISO 

71. The bus fare ai\d train fare of a place,IrcMn Calcut¬ 
ta were Rs 2 and Rs 3 respectively. Train fare has been 
increased by 20% and bus fare by 10%. The ratio of new 
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train fare to bus fare is: 

(a) 18:11 (b)5:3 (c) 3:5 (d) 11:18 

72. A two^iigit number is five times the sum of the 
digits. If 9 is added to the number, the digits interchange 
their positions. The number is: 

(«) 34 (b) 45 (c) 54 (d) 72 

73. The ratio of greatest and smallest values of the 
ratios of 3:7; 5:6; 9:11; 4: 5 is: 

(a) 14:5 (b) 35 :18 (c) 55 : 36 (d) 3 :11 

74. On selling an almirah for Rs 2,576, a person got a 
profit of 12%. Had it been bought for Rs 100 less, the profit 
per cent would have been: 

(a) 16^ (b) 17 (c) 17-i (d) 17-^ 

75. A tent Rs 500 to B and a certain amount to C at 8% 
simple interest per annum. After four years, if A gets Rs 
210 as interest from them, the sum of money lent to C is: 

(«) Rsl50 (b) Rs 156.25 (c) Rs 156.50 (d) Rsl60 

76. In an election, 75% of the voters cast their votes 
out of which 2% votes were cancelled. A candidate got 
9261 votes which are 75% of the valid votes. Total number 
of voter enrolled in that election were: 

(a) 16000 (b) 16400 (c) 16800 (d) 18000 

77. The simplest value of .9 x .9 x .9 + .1 x .1 x .1 is: 

(a) .73 (b) .82 (c) .91 (d) 1 

78. In Class II, 90°/o students passed in Bengali, 85% 
in Arithmetic and 150 in both the subjects; if none failed in 
both the subjects, the number of students in that class are: 

(«) 100 (b) 150 (c) 175 (d) 200 

2 3 

79. The simplest value of-x-i— -ris 

O O » ^ 1 

6^3”/’4 

(«) 2 « 1 (c) f M I 

80. A driver was required to drive at a uniform speed 
to cover a distance of 160 km. He was 32 minutes late in 
starting. To make up this lost time, he had to increase the 
speed by 10 km per hour. His prescribed speed was: 

(a) 32 km/hour (b) 42kin/hour 

(c) 50 km/hour (d) 60 km/hour 

81. The greatest one of V 2 ,'?3, ^is: 

(a) V 2 (b) ^ . (c) ^ (d) fS 

82. The ratio of two numbers is 3:4 and their H.C.R 
is 4; their LC.M. is; 

(a) 4 (b) 12 (c) 16 (d) 48 

83. A Jeep takes 2 hours less time than a motor car to 
cover a distance of200 km. The speed of Jeep ts5 km/hour 
more than that of tfie motor car, the speed of motor car is: 

(a) 15 km/hour (h) ,.18 km/hour 

(e) 201m/hour (d) 22 km/hour 

• 84.4ofA*|ofBa|ofClhenA:B;Cis; 


(a) 4:5:6 (I>) 6:4:5 (cj-5'?4:6 (d) 4:6:5 j 

85. The calendar made for.ihe ye@r 1994 will also J 

serve the purpose for the year: ^ " 

(ft) 2000 (b) 2001 (c) 209^ ■ -nd) 2005 

86. In a multiplication of 683 by a cerlai^umber, a 

boy obtained 116659 as product. l/ both fh|p ^bces were 
wrong, the correct answer is: * * 

(n) 115559 (b) 118159 (c) 117159 (d) 111859 

87. When a certain number is divided by 223, tlie 
remainder is 79; when that number is divided by 179, the • 
quotient is 315 and the remainder is: 

(a) 0 (b) 74 (f) 79 (d) 113 

88. A man with a fixed yearly income and a fixed 

daily expenditure saves -^th of his income in a regular 

year. In a leap-year he saves Rs 1,017. His yearly income 
is: 

(rt) Rs 29565 (b) R.s 27000 (c) Rs 26385 (d) Rs 12225 

89. The least multiple of 13 which when divided by 
4,6,7,10 leaves the remainder 2 in each case is: 

(a) 422 (b) 842 (c) 1262 (d) 2522 

90. The least number consisting of six digits which is 
a perfect square is: 

(fl) 998560 (b) 100000 (c) 100489 (d) 999999 

91. The simplified value of: 

(3.5 - 2.3) X (3.5 + 2..1) + 3.5 of 2.3 x32.53 is: 

(a) 27.1 (b) 2.71 (c) 27.10 (d) 27.01 

92. 'A' starts from a place P toward a place Q, at the 
.same time 'B' starts from Q for P. After meeting on the way 
they reach their destination in 3 and 4 hours respectively. 
The ratio of speed of A to B is: 

(/!) 4:3 (6)3:4 (c)2.^3 (d) ^3:2 

93. A man walks from A to B at a rate of 4 ^ km/hour 

and returns from B to A at 5 ^ km/hour. His average rate 

of walking the whole distance is: 

(a) 4.95 km/hour (b) 5 km/hour 

(c) 4.75 km/hour (d) 5.25 km/hour 

24 

94. The nearest integer to the number 10 — is: 

(a) 10 (b) 11 (c) 12 (d) 13 

95. A sum of money doubles itself in 6 years at simple 
interest per annum. Daily interest of Re 1.00 will be 
received for deposit of money under this scheme by an 
amount equal to (1 year s 365 days): 

(«) Rsl200 (b) Rs2190 (c) Rs2400 (d) Rs3650 

96. Sum of squares of two consecutive positive even 
integers is 452. The greater one of them is: 

(a) 12 (b) 14 (c) 16 (d) 18 

97. A grocer mixed sugar at Rs 12 per kg with sugar 
at Rs 9 per kg in a certain ratio and sold the mixture at Rs 
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11 per kg to have the gain ^th of his outlay. The ratio of 

mixture for two types respectively is: 

(a) 7:20 (fr)9;12 (c)l:2 (d) 3:4 

3 

98. A liquid 'P' is 1 y time as heavy as water and 

2 

water is 1 ^ time as heavy as another liquid Q. The amount 

of liquid P must be added to 7 litre of the liquid Q so that 
the mixture may weigh as much as an equal volume of 
water is: 

2 1 
(a) 4^litres (b) 5litres (c) 5 7 litres (rf) 7litres 

99 . If the rate of interest rises from 11^% to 13%; a 

man's annual income from interest on investment of a 
principal amount increases by Rs 1^20. His principal 
amount in rupees is: 

(a) 100000 (b) 108000 (c) 118000 (rf) 180000 

100. In two mixtures, the ratio of milk to water were 
7:3 and 11: 4 respectively. The two mixtures were again 
mixed up respectively in the ratio 5 :3. The ratio of milk 
to water in the final mixture was: 

(a) 23:10 (b) 32:21 (c) 9:5 (d) 57:23 

_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (fl) 2. (a) 3. (c) 4. (a) 

5. (c) 6. (c) 

7. (c) A's one day's work = ^ 

A and his Assistant's one day's work = ^ 

His Assistant's one day's work = 7 - 7 = 

■' 4 6 12 

Ratio of their work "'^•■^ = 2:1 

Ratio of their work = Ratio of their shares 

¥i:_ A___ 1 nrwi r» - 


. His Assistant's share=-r —- x 3(X) = Rs 100 
2 + 1 


8 . (b) 


9. (a) A : 

B : 

C 

A : 

B : 

C : D 

2 : 

3 

4 : 

3 

8 : 

12 : 

9 

2 : 3 

8 : 

12 : 

9 

16 : 

24 : 

18: 27 

B's ^are 

= X 3400 = Rs 960 

16 + 24 + 18 + 27 


0*8 share = g x 3400 = Rs 1080 

Sum - 960 +1080 s Rs 2040 
10 . (c) 11 . (a) 12 . (a) 

13. (a) %age of students failed in science onlys52-17 

*35 


14. (b) 15, (d) 

16. (c) lime taken by B to cover 200 m = lime taken by 

A to cover 190 m 
Let A's speed be x m/sec, B's speed » y m/sec 
and C's speed = 2 m/sec 
J.2 200 19019 
~ S y ~ X y~ 20 

221 121 1 IM 1. * ■ 

2 ” y ”’’ 2 ^ 200^10 

X V 19 9 X 171 171 200 

-X-*- = 77 X 77 =*-=';r—or-=- 

y 2 20 10 2 200 X z 

.•. C can give a start to A = 200 -171 = 29 m 


17. (b) 

18. (a) 


Quantity of water in 40 / mixture 

= 7X40 = 10/ 
4 

Let the quantity of water added be x / 

7^(40 + x)-x=10.-. x=2/ 
o + z 


19. (c) 

20 . (a) 


Let the reqd. distano; be x km 
D jc 5 -r 10 


21 . (c) 


22. (d) 

24. (b) 

25. (rf) 
28. (a) 


_Djc5.rl0 
^ ■ S 5 60 ~ 6 60 

In Rs 10, mangoes bought = 100 S.P. = C.P. + P 

In Rs UX), mangtxn^ bought = 1000 

S.P. of 1000 mangoes = C.P. of l(XX) mangoes 

+ S.P. of 250 mangoes 

&P. of 750 mangoes = Rs 100 

100x100 40 „ .,.1 

S.P. of 1(X) mangtjes = —— = ~ = Rs 13 ^ 

23. (c) 

TT5M0D No. of digit in the square-root of 
1166400 = No. of bars 

26. (b) 27. (c) 

Let the mass of water when container filled be 
mi kg and vdl VI 

and Mass of water when ^ of it is filled be m 2 kg 
and vol. V 2 

Mass of container = m m + mi = 93 kg 

vi: V 2 m + m 2 = 7 kg 

11 _ 


•or3:2 


mt mz »»l _3 
n V 2 mz~ vz 2 


m + m 2 = 7 kg 
mi - m 2 = 2.5 
mi + m 2 = 23 


IW 2 + 2.5 3 », > 

-jj-,.-=,m2 = 5kg , 

Mass of water that fills up the container 

=3x5atl5kg 

Or Let the total vol be v J. 
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29. (d) 
33. (b) 
37. Q>) 


38. (b) 


Mass of (| -|) / = 9.5 - 7.0 * 2.5 

MassofvIsl5kg 

30. (a) 31. (b) 32. (c) 

34. (d) 35. (d) 36. (a) 

Let the no. of pens be x 
.-c 540 540 ifO-i 

X x+6 X x+6 

=»x2 + 6x-1080 = 0=» (x + 36) (x-30) = 0 
X * -36 as na erf pens can't be - ve 
.'. x-30 = 0=»x = 30 
Let the fraction be x, 

1 13 

.*. x+—= — 

X 6 


2 3 

On solving x = -,- 

2 

But proper fraction = ^ 


39- M = 


^(Ea.hcalto=i) 


40. (c) 

41. (b) 

42. (ft) 


84 84 

Let his actual speed be X km/hr ~ = 

.• x = 7km/hr 


43. (c) 
46. (c) 


47. (c) 

48. (c) 
3xj 
4x- 

49. (c) 


50. (a) 
55. (»} 

60. (ft) 


Let C P. be Rs 100 Profit = 25% 

• M.P = Rs 125, Disaiunt = 16% 

S.P = 125 X = Rs 105 

IIK) 

Gam =^105-100 = 5 
.-. Gain% = -jig X 100 = 5 
44. (c) 45. (a) 

Increase in no. of men = Decrease in no. of women 
Let the na of men be x 

* ^ IM 

Let P's income be Rs 3x and Q's income = 4x 
-120 2 

;j~ = |.-. x= 120 .*. 3x = Rs360 

Let the cost of an arti^e be Rs 100 

1st discount = 10% 2nd discount = 20% 

« ft . j -ftft ,100 —dK ,100-d2. 

S.P. after two diScounts= 100 (—rjrr—) (—rrr—) 

llAj iUU 

Total discount = 100 - 72 = Rs 28 on Rs 100 
Single equivalent discount = 28% 

51. (b) 52. (c) 53. (d) 54. (c) 

56. (e) 57. (a) 58. (e) 59. (c) 

61. (d) 62. (b) 


TAKE THE ADVANTAGE OF N01 AND 
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63. (c) 

64. (<0 

65. (a) 

66 . {d) 


IK y IK 

Third prop«irtional of 12 and 18 = —— = 27 
He gains 25 gms on every 975 gm 
.. Cain /o _ X 1(K) - -2 3 g 


67. {«) 

71. (a) 

72. (b) 


im_ 5 ^_4 i(l _7 

I’j ~ 8 in2 ~ 5 d2~ ' 

_m , »n ^ 

' “ Tn ~ VZ ' d2~ T'l VIZ 

f?l _ !U1 II? -1 8 32 

dz ' w »2 T’l ~ 5 ’ 5 25 

68 . (r) 69. (f) 70. (f) 

Let the digit at unit's place be x 
and the digit at ten's place be y 
.-. No. formed =■ lOv e x 
A.T.S.l()y-t-x = 5(x-f y)...(/) 

10 y + X + 9 = lOx + y ...(i/) 

Solving (i) and (/V), x = 5, y = 4 
.‘. No. is 45. 


73. (&) 

74. (c) 


75. (b) 
80. (c) 


81. (b) 
83. (c) 


84. (n) 

85. (d) The calendar made for a year will also serve the 

purpose for any other year if 

(/) Both years are leap years or both are regular 

years 

(it, Both years have the same day of week on 1st 
January 

86 . (b) 87. (ri) 

88 . (fl) Let his yearly income be Rs x 
Saving in a regular year = Rs 

X 26 

Expenditure =sx--^ = Rs^x 
Expenditure in a leap year = 2 ^ 


c • • I 26x366 

.-. Savmg in a leap year = x - 

.-. x = Rs 29565 

89. (d) L.C.M.of4,6,7,10 = 420 

420 X1 + 2 = 422 which is not a multiple of 13 
420 X 3 + 2 = 842 which is not a multiple of 13 
420 X 3 + 2 = 1262 which is nut a multiple of 13 
and so on 

420 X 6 + 2 = 2522 which is a multiple of 13 

90. (r) 91. {a) 


f . y^sssecd _ yU_2_.^ 
• fi'sspeed 


3 = ^' 


S.P. ^ Rs 2576, P = 12% .-. C.P. = 2576 x^ 

■r Rs 23f)0 

If C.P. = 23tM) -100 ^ Rs 2200 then P = 2576 - 2200 

= R.s376 

17-1- 

2200 11 11 

76. (t) 77. (ft) 78. (d) 79. (a) 

Let his prescribed speed be x km/hr 

. _e 160 160 32 ,. 

A.T.S.--- — = 77 : x = 50 km/hr 

.t x + 10 60 

82. (d) 

Let the speed of motor car be \ km/hr 

•• x*-25 

= 2 =» X = :a) (Speed can't be -ve) 


, Total distance travelled 

93. (,) Averag^raw^ ToMI,/».M to 

94. (r) 95. (5) 96. (f) 

97. (fl) Let the quantity of sugar at’Rs 12/kg be x kg 

and the quantity of sugar at Rs 9/kg be y kg 

Total CP. = Rs(12x + 9y) P^l( 12 x + 9 y) 

O 

S.P. = C.P. + P 

llx + lly = 12 x f9y +■! (12 x + 9y) 

or 11 x+ lly (12x +9y) 

88 x + 88 y = 108x + 81y 
7y = 20xor^ = |j 
Reqd. ratio = 7:20 

98. (a) Let the mass of 1 litre of liquid Q be x kg 

7 

.*. Mass of 1 litre of water = -g x kg 
10 7 

Mass of I litre liquid P = -^XgXkg = 2xkg 

Let the reqd vol. of liquid P added be v litre 
7 2 

A.T.S. 7x + v.2x = (7 + v) —X v = 4 - litre 
D 3 

99. ( 6 ) 

100. (d) By the method of alligation. 


15 


■-^-K 
10 ^ 


X-“ 

15 5 K 

in'3 "T 

10 " 

Milk 57 ^ 

Wlj/«'“80-57®23 


K 57 
1 *80 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 

West Bengal Public Service Commission Qerkship Examination, 1994 

held on 20th Nov 1994 


1. The Greek ambassador who visited the court of 
Chandragupta Maurya was: 

(fl) Seleucos Megasthenes 

(c) Tacitus (d) Heliodoros 

2. Fahien visited India during the time of the: 

Mauryas (b) Sungas 

(c) Kushanas Guptas 

3. The king of Kamarupa who was a contemporary 
of Sasanka was: 

(a) Rajyabardhana 

(b) Bhaskarbarman 

(c) Prabhakarbardhan 

(d) Devagupta 

4. The great Pala king who was involved in a con¬ 
test with the Pratiharas and the Rashtrakutas was: 

(a) Gopal Dhormapala 

(c) Devapala (d) None of them 

5. The Choias ruled in: 

(a) North India South India 

(c) West India (d) Central India 

6 . The name of the founder of the Slave dynasty of 

India is: y 

(a) Sultan Mahmud Qutubuddin 

(c) Raziya (d) Dalban 

7. The Qutub Minar was built (ejccept the basement) 
by: 

Qutubuddin (b) Raziya 

(c) fltutmish (d) Dalban 

8 . The Sultan who introduced price control for the 
market is: 

(a) Qutubuddin 

(b) Balban 

Muhammad bin Tuglak 
<0 Alauddin 

9. The system of horse-posts was introduced by: 

(a) Babur (b) Akbar 

^^SherShah (d) Sher Singh 

10. The Mughal £mperc»‘ known for his ruinous Dec- 
cmpoliqris: 

(a) Akbar (b) Jhehangir 

(c) Shahjahan Aurang^b 

. 11. The Aawab who was defrated ih dve batHe of 
Buxarwas; 


toUMurshid Kull (b) Siraj^ddaulah 

Mir Kasim (d) Mir Jafar 

12. The practice 6f Sati was abolished by: 

(a) Warren Hastings 

(b) Cornwallis 
M Bentinck 

{d) Hardinge 

13. The Indian Association was started by: 

Surendra Nath Banerjee 
ip) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) Ananda Mohan Basu 

(d) Gandhi 

14. The Muslim League was founded in: 

(a) 1904 (b) 1905 

1906 (d) 1907 

15. The last British Viceroy was: 

(AKUnlithgow (b) Wavell 

Mountbatten (d) Ripon 

16. The temple of Pasupatinath is situated in: 

Nepal (b) Rajasthan 

(c) Sikkim (d) Andhra Pradesh 

17. The temple of Mahabalipuram is to be found in; 

(a) North India (b) West India 

(c) East India ^ South India 

18. The Qutub Minar is to be found in: 

^ Delhi (b) Agra 

(c) Bhopal (d) Lucknow 

19. The Panchet dam is on the river: 

(a) Kaveri Damodar • 

(c) Mahanadi (d) Ganges 

20. West Bengal has a powe^Iant ip: 

(a) Tamluk Diirgapur 

(c) Asansol (d) Diamond Harbour 

21. The Steel factory of Bihar is situated in:' 

(a) Rourkela '(b) Villai 

Bokaro (d) Durgapur 

22. Itanagar is the capital oP. 

^toj^Arunachal Pradesh 
P) Manipur 

(c) Meghalaya 

(d) Na^and 

23. West Bengal hasa toy u-ain line in: 

(a) Cooch Bihar (b) Jalpalguri 
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Darjeeling (d) Bankura 

24. The capital of Himachal Pradesh is: 

(a) Lucknow ^ Shimla 

(c) DehraDun (d) Chandigarh 

25. The people of Kerala speak; 

(<i) Kanari (b) Tamil 

(c) Telegu Malayalam 

26. One of the sub-divisions of the district of Mur- 

shidabad is: . 

(a) Kalyani , XW Lalbag 

(c) Arambag (d) Tamiuk 

27. pie Nakhoda mosque is in the district of: 

Calcutta (6) Murshidabad 

(c) Hooghly (d) Malda 

2H. The earliest text of the Old Testament is in: 

(a) Latin (6) Greek 

\J(p) Hebrew (d) English 

29. Find the odd name in the series noted below: 

(fl) Virgil (b) Dante 

Copernicus (d) Milton 

30. The book in which there is a description of the 
island of Lilliput is: 

in) Allice's Adventures in Wonderland 
, (lb) Gulliver's Travels 
(c) Treasure Island 
(i) Robinson Crusoe 

31. Desdemona is a character of: 

(<i) Macbeth (b) Hamlet 

^ Othello (d) Julius Caesar 

32. Kubla Khan is a poem by: 

(a) Ghalib Coleridge 

(c) Southey (d) Sheikh ^di 

33. The Jatakas were written in: 

Pali ib) Prakrit 

(c) Magadhi (d) Bengali 

34. Munshi Premchand is the author of: 

(a) Jagari {b) Sipahi ka Sapna 

G^an (d) Matribhumi 

35. The famous hymn 'Vande Mataram' first ap¬ 
peared in the Bengali novel: 

(a) Father Dabi (b) GhareBairey 

(c) Rajsimha ^Anandamath 

36. TjM book written by M.A.K. Azad is: 

A Nation in Making 
India Wins Freedom 

(c) India Divided 
(i) My Experiments with Truth 

37. Which is not a part of Archimedes' principle? 
\^(a} Volume of a body immersed in water 

decreases 

(b) Weight of a body immersed in water 
decreases 

(c) A body immersed in whter displaces water 


16. The 


4 ! 


(d) An upward force acts on a body immersed in 
water 

38. The Goodwill Games were held recently in: 

i) St Petersburg (b) Ottawa 

[c) Auckland (d) Melbourne 

39. A piece of stone is thrown horizontally from a 
height. The path of the stone will be; 

(a) horizcMital • 

(b) vertical 

(c) circular 

curved but not circular 

40. If we place hand under an electric Iamp,hand will 
receive heat by the priKess of: 

(a) conduction and convection 

(b) convection 

(c) convection and radiation 
radiation 

41. X-ray was invented by: 

(a) Henri Bequerrel 
^ William Rontgen 
(r) William Cnxikes 

(d) J.j. Thompson 

42. Water in a beaker at room temperature is poured 
on a slice of ice at 0°C. If there is no chance of heat coming 
from outside, then the water will: 

(a) become ice at 0*C 

(b) cool to O^C and some ice will melt 
() cool to 4*C, but no ice will melt 

It will slightly axil 

43. The equivalence of mass and energy has been 

established by: / 

(fl) Rutherford ^ Planck 

(c) Neils Bohr v^) Einstein 

44. Which one is absent in air? 

(a) Oxygen (b) Nitrogen 

^ Hydrogen (d) Helium 

45. The possible method of separation of two liquid^ 
if they have appreciable difference in boiling point is: 

distillation 

^) fractional distillation 
(c) crystallisation 
(li) sublimation 

46. In whioh case of the following chemical reaction 
occurs by contact tmly? 

Sulphur and iron 

(b) Copper and nitrogoi 

(c) Phosphorus and iodine ^ 

(d) 23nc and oxygen 

47. In a compound the proportions of the con¬ 
stituents by weight: 

^ remain Bxed sometimes 
remain fixed always 
(c) never remain fixed 

(<0 change if the compound is heated or cooled 
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48. The following one is present in 'vinegar': 

acetic add 

(b) formic add 

(c) nitric add 

(d) hydrochloric add 

49. We get electric current from an electric ceil at the 
cost of: 

(a) chemical energy 

(b) heat energy 

(c) light energy 

(d) atomic energy 

50. Which one of the following is an amphotenc 
oxide? 

(fl) CO 2 (b) Na 20 

(c) AI 2 O 3 (d) P 2 Q 3 

51. Brass IS an alloy of: 

(a) Cu&Zn (b) Cu&Sn 

(c) Cu, Sn & Zn (d) Cu, Zn k Ni 

52. Bauxite is an ore of: 

(a) Zinc (b) Copper 

(c) Iron (10 Aluminium 

53. The relation between the pressure and volume of 
a gas at a^nstant temperature is given by: 

\/(«) Boyle's Law 

(b) Charles'Law 
(r) Dalton's Law 

(d) Graham's Law 

54. Rate of pulsation of an adult per minute is; 

(a) 70 to 80 (b) SOtofiO 

(c) 80 to 90 (d) 90 to 100 

55. The blood group which is a universal donor is: 

(a) A (b) B (d) AB 

56. Source of vitamin C is: 

(fl) milk (b) egg 

citrus fruit (d) carrot 

57. What IS the main function of the tail of a bird? 

(ff) To help the bird to float in air 

(b) To balance the body 

(c) To generate speed during flying 
To control diredton during flying 

58. Which one of the following vitamins is not 
soluble in fat? 

(a) A (b) D (c) C (d) K 

59. Which one of the following food chains is correct? 

(a) grass-grasshopper—^hawk—^toad 

(b) leaf—lion—deer—pig 

(c) fruit—monkey—tiger—cow 

(d) algae—jjrawn—man 

60. How IcHig haemoglobin in blood may remain 
alive? 

(a) 80 days (b) tOOdays 

J/c) 120 days ^ whole life 

61. Which one of the lowing types of food is 


produced directly by Photosynthesi^'''N<S 
v(«) Fat (b) Glucose 

(c) Protein (d) Vitamin 

62. With the help of which organ cockroach 
respiratcs? 

(a) Nasal aperture (b) Lung 

(r) Spiracles (d) Gills 

63. Which portion of the Indian Constitution reflects 
the mind and ideals of its framers? 

(a) Preamble 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Directive Principles 

(d) Emergency Provisions 

64. The Constitution of India provides fon 
br) single citizenship 

’’^b) multiple citizenship 

(c) dual atizenship 

(d) None of the above 

65. The fundamental rights under the Indian Con¬ 
stitution are: 

(n) nine (b) ten 

(c) seven (d) six 

66 . A Presidential proclamation can remain in force 
fon 

(rt) three months 

(b) two months 

(c) SIX months 

(d) till the President revokes it 

67. The President of India is elected fon 

(fl) ,4 years (b) 6 years 

5 years (d) life 

y 68 . The Chief Election Commissioner of India is: 

{a) elected by the Parliament 

(b) nominate by the Pnme Minister 
appointed by the President 

(d) None of the above 

69. In an election, electioneering has to cease in a 
constituency: 

(a) 2 days before the poll 

(b) 48 hours before the commencement of polling 

(c) 48 hours before the closing hour of pollmg 

(d) 24 hours before the poll 

70. The Constitution of India came into force on: 
^Jiiy'January 26,1950 

(b) November 26,1950 

(c) November 26,1949 

(d) January 26,1^9 

71. The Men's singles title in Wimbledon Tennis 
Champiomdiip, 1994 was won by: 

(a) Andre Agassi 

(b) Pete Sampras 

(c) Jim Courier 
(<0 Stefan Edbeig 
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72. Pick out the wrong combination: 

(a) Derby—Horse racing 

{b) CorbillonCup—^Tennis 

(c) Ryder Cup—Golf 

(d) Merdeka—Soccer 

73. 'Nelson' is a term associated with: 

(a) Yachting 

(b) Wrestling 

(c) Curling 

(d) Boxing 

74. Subroto Mukherjee Cup is associated with: 

(a) Cricket 

jlO Football 

(c) Tennis 

(d) Table Tennis 

75. The last World Cup Football has been won by: 

^ Brazil (b) Italy 

(c) Germany (d) Columbia 

76. Jackie Joyner Kersee created an Olympic record 
in: 

(a) Heptathlon 

(b) Long Jump 

(c) 100 m. sprint 

(d) High jump 

77. The Prime Minister of Sri Lanka is: 
yj/j Sirimavo Bandarnaike 

(b) Chandrika B. Kumaratunga 

(c) Gamini Dissanayeke 

(d) Dudley Senanayeke 

78. In 1993, the U.S.A. imposed economic sanctions 
on: 

(a) China (b) Russia 

(c) Iraq (d) North Korea 

79. UNICEF stands ftw: 

(a) United Nations International Commercial 
and Economic Fund 

(b) United Nations International Cultural and 
Educational Fund 

(c) United Nations International Children's 
Emergency Fund 

(d) United Nations Integrated Commercial and 
Economic Fund 


in: 


80. The recent U.N. Population Conference was held 

(a) Dhaka (b) Cairo 

(c) Teheran (d) Palestine 

81. 'C^ration Blackboard' aims at: 

promoting adult education 

(b) providing primary education in educational¬ 
ly backward areas 

(c) op^ng of new schools, especially for female 
children 

(d) providing education to urban slum dwellers 

82. India's intermediate range ballistic iMssile, Agni, 


was successfully test-fired on: 

(a) February 19,1994 

(b) March 24,1994 

(c) April 23,1994 

(d) May 1,1994 

83. The Prime Minister of Israel is: 

(a) MrsGoldaMeir 

(b) Yitzhak Rabin » 

(c) Shimon Peres 

(d) Moishe Dayan 

84. Safdar Hashmi was a: 

(aLcIassical singer 

street-play artiste 

(c) children's poet 

(d) film director 

85. The earthquake in Maharashtra took place on: 
^ September 30,1993 

(b) September 13,1993 

(c) September 23,1993 
{d) September 12,1993 

86 . European Community has: 

{a) 12 member countries 

(b) 8 member countries 

(c) 10 member countries 

(d) 11 member countries 

87. Kuchjpudi is a dance style of: 

Andhra Pradesh (b) Orissa 

(c) Rajasthan (d) Kerala 

88 . Film Institute of India is liKated at: 

(a) Ahmedabad Pune 

(c) Bombay (d) Calcutta 

89. Pannalal Ghosh was associated with: 

(ff) Flute (b) Tabla 

(c) Sarod (d) Veena 

90. The world record in pole vault is held by: 

(a) Mike Powell 

^ Sergei Bubka 

(c) Daley Thomson 

(d) Sergei Litvinov 

Tbc questions given beloiv loere set in the Bank P.O.s 
examination held recently: 

91. Which of the following awards was conferred <mi 
M sKiran Bedi? 

(a) Saraswati 

(b) Magsaysay 

(c) Golden Globe 

(d) RaniLakshmi * 

(e) President's Medal 

92. In 1994 World Cup Football semi-finals, Brazil 
defeated which of the following countries? 

(a) ^dgaria (b) Italy 

. (c) Sweden (<Q Germany 

(e) None of these 
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93. Which of the following is stipulated under 
GATT on technical barriers to trade? 

(a) Restricting the production of technical goods 
to a few selected countries 

(b) Preparation of detailed guidelines for preven¬ 
tion of deceptive practices 

(c) Applying stricter control over prod uction and 
export of electronic goods 

(d) The imparting countries have the right to en¬ 
force technical regulations at custom points. 

(e) None of these 

94. Which among the following five is rated as the 
poorest State on the basis of poverty line? 

(a) Uttar Pradesh 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 

(c) West Bengal 
(rf) Tamil Nadu 
(e) Orissa 

95. Which of the following is capital of Buglaria? 

(a) Sofia (h) Danube 

(c) Rio de Janeiro (d) Belgrade 

(e) None of these 

96. Which of the following is nearest Rupee Value of 
U.S. # Dollar at present? 

(a) 28 (b) 32 (c) 16 

(d) 25 (e) 43 

97. Which of the following editions of newspapers 
has the combined largest circulation in India? 

(a) Hmes of India 
(t>) Punjab Kesari 

(c) Ananda Bazar Patrika 

(d) Malayala Manorama 

(e) Indian Express 

98. Approximately how many million tonnes of 
wheat was stocked at the end of April 1994 in India? 

(a) IS (b) 10 (c) 20 

Jd) 25 (e) 18 

99. As per the available reports, the per capita in¬ 
come of whicn of the following States is maximum? 

(it) Haryana (b) Punjab 

(c) Maharashtra (d) Uttar Pradesh 

(e) Gujarat 

100. Who among the following is tite chairman of the 
Securities and Exchange Boarcf of India (5EBI)? 

(e) G.V. Ramafcrishna 

(b) T.S. Srinivasan 
^c) S.S. Nadkarni 

(d) SA. Dave 

(e) None of these 

101. Dr Baba Sahfeb Ambedkar Marathwada Univer¬ 
sity is at which of the following placid? 

(e) Nanded (b) Aurangabad 

(c) P^hani (d) Nagpur 

(e) Becd , 


102. After how many years Mr Yasser Arafat enteied 
into Gaza strip? 

(a) 20 (b) 30 . (c) 27 (d) 17 

103. Who was elected as the leader of the UK's 
Labour Party? 

(a) John Smith 

(b) Doglas Herod 

(c) Tony Blair 

(d) Jacques Sentor 

104. The Chakma refugees are taking shelter in 
which of the following countries? 

(a) Myanmar (b) Rwanda 

(c) Uganda (d) Bosnia 

(c) None of these 

105. Who won the 1994 Wimbledon men's singles 
championship? 

(a) Todd Martin 
{b) Michael Stich 

(c) Pete Sampras 

(d) Jim Courier 

(e) Goran Ivanisevak 

106. The Ozone layer protects us from: 

(a) Ultra-violet radiations 

(b) Visible radiations 

(c) Cosmic rays 

(d) Infra-red rays 

107. Who has directed the film 1942 a Love Story? 

(a) Mahesh Bhatt 

(i>) Yash Chopra 

(c) Vidhu Wnod Chopra 

(d) Shakti Samanta 

(e) Ketan Mehta 

108. The fragment of which of the following comet 
system collided with Jupiter in July 1994? 

(a) Shoutring-Levy 9 

(b) Levy-9 

(c) Galleleo-7 

(d) Shoemaker-Levy-7 
(tf) Shoemaker-Levy-9 

109. Which of the following was one of tiie main 
objectives of Bharatiya Jnanpith? 

(a) To encourage translation of works of Indian 
authors in foreign languages. 

(b) To depute Indian authors to foreign countries 

(c) To arrange programmes of visiting foreign 
authors 

To encourage creation of original contem¬ 
porary literature 

(e) Collecting and preserving documents of his¬ 
torical importance 

EXPECTED QUESTIONS 

110. Goswami Committee relates to the manner of 
appointment of'the: 

(a) Governor, Reserve Bank of India 
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(b) Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of India 

(c) Chief Election Commii.sioner 

{d) Comptroller and Auditor General of India 

111 The Charter of the UN was signed on June 26, 
1941 and came into force 

(a) immediately 

(b) on Oct 24,1945 

(c) on November 11,1945 

(d) on January 1,1946 

112 The State of Hyderabad ceased to exist on 

(a) November 1,1956 

(b) December 1,1956 

(c) Oct 1,1956 

(d) Sept 1,1956 

113 Who IS called the "beacon ot light of Asia' 

(a) Aurobindo Ghosh 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Jawahar Lai Nehru 

(d) Subhash Chander Bose (Netaji) 

114 The authoi of the btwik Lajja is 

(a) Yasir Munir 

(b) Taslima Nasreen 

(c) Nagma Parveen 
{d) Jahanara Tasreen 

115 The producer of the controversial tiim ' Bandit 
Queen", basea on Phoolan Devi, is 

{a) SS Bedi 

(b) Shekhar Kapixv 

(c) Mahesh Bhatt 
id) RameshSippy 

116 Hwang Young-Jo who won the Sang Beck Lee 
Cup for the best athlete of the 12 th Asian Games belong to 
which of the following countiies'^ 

(a) China (b) Japan 

(c) South KortM (d) Uzbekistai\ 

117 India's first medal in athletics at the 12th Asian 
Games was won by 

Shiny Wilson (b) Kunjarani Devi 

(c) PT Usha (d) K Saramma 

'118 Ind la's position in medals tally at the 12th Asian 
Games stood at 

(fl) sixth (b) seventh 

eighth (d) ninth 

119. Gold medal in Kabaddi in the 12th Asian Games 
was won by 

(a) Qatar (b) Saudi Arabia 

India (d) Pakistan 

120. How many gold medals did 15-year-old Mo 
Huilan of China called "Mighty Mouse", win in gymnas¬ 
tics in the 12th Asian games? 

(a) four (b) five 

(c) six (d) seven 

121 Who emerged as the fastest man in the 12th 
Asian Games? 


(a) 3iong Hnandi of China 

(b) Taial Mansoor Ai-Rahman of Qatar 

(c) Toshinari Takota of Japan 

id) Ibrahim bmail Muftah of Qatar 

122 Who gave India its first medal of the 12th Asian 
Games? 

(a) Kunjarani Devi (b) Shiny Wilspn 

(c) PT Usha id) K Saramma 

123 The Vice-President of India, Mr K R Narayanan, 
paid a week-long goodwill visit in October '94 to which 
country? 

(a) Singapore (b) China 

(c) Japan (d) Vietnam 

124 The proposal for a "triangular defence 
cooperation' between Russia, India and China was 
recently mcxited by 

(a) han P Rybkin of Russia 

(b) PV Narasimha R«io 

(c) Butros Butros Ghali 
id) Li Peng 

125 The ceiling for an Assembly elec tion in majority 
of the States has been raised from 

(a) Rs50,(X)0toRsl5lakh 

(b) Rs one lakh to Rs 2 lakh 

(c) Rsl5lakhtoRs2 5lakh 

(d) R.sl51akhloRs31akh 

126 On October 26, 1994, which of the two West 
Asian countries signed peac e pact ending 46 years ot war? 

(a) Iraq and Iran (b) Israel and Palestine 
, (c) Israel and Jordan (d) Iraq and Kuwait 

127 With which country, the USA signed a nuclear 
pact on October 22,1994, to put an end to war of nerves? 

(a) Russia (b) N Korea 

(c) Japan (d) China 

128 Which north-European country opted for join¬ 
ing the European Union in a referendum on Oct 16,1994? 

(a) Finland (b) Sweden 

(c) Netherlands (d) Norway 

129 Hong Kong is to become part of China in the 

year 

(a) 1995 (b) 1996 

(c) 1997 (d) 1998 

130 PmAfai IS the name given to 

(a) a guided missile with a range of 40 km 

(b) an indigenously develqsed multi-barrel rock¬ 
et system 

(c) a multipurpose gun s 
id) a hghter aircraft 

131. The biggest-ever power project jmnt venture of 
India IS to be set up by a comjsany based in: 

(a) ^ngapore (b) Hong Kong 

(c) South Korea (d) Germany 

132. Which Constitutional AmoidmentAct imparted a 
constitutional status to tiie fanchAyeti Riq system? 


S38 FEBRUARVeS TOIIff>ETmON btMrTER 


(a) 72nd 

(c) 74th (3) 75th 

133. In a landmark judgement, the Supreme Court 
recently gave a historic verdict and held that a person has 
a "right to die". Which Section under the Indian Pfenal 
Code makes attempt to suicide a penal offence? 

{«) Section 307 (t) Section 308 

Jfi) Section 309 (d) Section 306 

134. While settling the controversial issue of reserva¬ 
tions, the Supreme Court referred to "creamy layer". 
What does this signify? 

(a) Defence &rvices Personnel 

(b) Other Backward Classes 

(c) economically better-of people 

(d) persons having very large income 

135. Who among the following is head of the 5th Pay 
Commis.sion? 

(a) Ranganath Mishra 

(b) S.R. Pandian 

(c) M.K. Mukherjee 

(d) K.A. Swamy 

136. The Prakash Tandon report deals with: 

(a) restructuring of the railways 

(b) restructuring of the Indian Airlines 

(c) Bank Scam 

(d) Privatisation of General insurance business 

137. Trade Ministers of how many countries signed 
the Uruguay Round Final Act on April 15, 1994, which 
paves the way for the setting up of the World Trade 
Organisation with effect from January 1,1995? 

(fl) 60 (b) m 

(c) 100 (d) 120 

138. The name given to the first light aircraft 
developed by the National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL) 
with the help of private funding, is: 

(a) Parwaz (b) Hansa 

(c) Udan (d) Garuda 

139. Who is the author of the novel titled Beloved? 

((t) Girija Kumar Mathur 

(b) Toni Morrison 

(c) Rabindra Nath Tagore 

(d) Aurobindo Ghosh 

140. The author of the epic novel Neela Qumd is: 

».(«), Prof Shiv Prasad Singh 

(b) Bhagwan S. Gidwani 

(c) Munshi Prem Chand 
(<0 Vijay Tendulkar 

141. When water freezes, its vdume; 

(a) decreases (b) squeezes 

. (c) Increases (<0 remains the same 

142. The disease Beri-Beri is cau^d by the deficiency 
of which Vitamin in the body? 

(<0 ^^tamh 1 C (b) VibuninA 

, (c) VltaihiriB' (<0 Vitamin K 


143. The planet nearest to the sun is: 

(a) Venus (b) Mercury 

(c) Pluto (d) Mars 

144. Insulin is used for the treatment of: 


(a) Indigestion 
(c) Diabetes 

145. Bile is formed in: 
. (a) liver 
(c) panaeas 


(b) Gastric trouble 
(d) Rabies 

(b) kidneys 
(d) thyroid 


ANSWERS 

1. (b) 

2. (d) 

3. (b) 

4. 

(b) 

5. (b) 

6. (b) 

7. (a) 

8. 

(d) 

9. (c) 

10. id) 

11. (b) 

12. 

(c) 

13. (a) 

14. (c) 

15. (c) 

16. 

(«) 

17. (d) 

18. (a) 

19. (b) 

20. 

(b) 

21. (c) 

22. (a) 

23. (c) 

24. 

(b) 

25. (d) 

26. id) 

27. (a) 

28. 

(c) 

29. (c) 

30. (b) 

31. (c) 



32. (b) Britannica, 1991-92, Vol. 3, p. 447 



33. (a)Hindu World Vollp. 497 



34. (c) 

35. (d) 

36. (b) 

37. 

(«) 

38. (a) 





39. (d) 

40. id) 

41. (b) 

42. 

(d) 

43. (d) 

44. (c) 

45. (b) 

46. 

(A) 

47. (b) 

48. (a) 

49. (b) 

50. 

W 

51. (a) 

52. id) 

53. (a) 

54: 

W 

55. (c) 

56. (c) 

57. id) 

58. 

(c) 

59. (d) 

60. id) 

61. (a) 

62. 

(C) 

63. (a) 

64. (a) 

65. id) 

66. 

(C) 

67. (c) 

68. (c) 

69. id) 

70. 

(«) 

71. (b) 

72. (b) 

73. (b) 

74. 

(b) 

75. (a) 





76. (a) It is 

related to 

World Table Tennis (Women) 

77. (a) 

78. (c) 

79. (c) 

80. 

(b) 

81. (a) 

82. (a) 

83. (b) 

84. 

(b) 

85. (a) 

86. (a) 

87. (a) 

88. 

(b) 

89. (a) 

90. (b) 

91. (b) 

92. 

(c) 


93. (f) 

94. (a) Original members were Belgium, France, West Ger¬ 

many, Italy, Luxembourg and foe Netherlands. Den¬ 
mark Ireland and foe united Kingdom joined in 
1973, Greece in 1981, and Pwtugal and Spain in 1986. 


95. (a) 

96. (b) 

97. id) 

98. 

(d) 

99. (b) 

100. (c) 

101. (b) 

lOZ 

(c) 

103. (c) 

104. (e) 

105. (c) 

106. 

(«) 

107. (e) 

108. (d) 

109. id) 

110. 

(c) 

111. (b) 

112. (a) 

113. id) 

114. 

(b) 

115. (a) 

116. (e) 

117. (a) 

118. 

(c) 

119. (c) 

120. (a) 

121. (b) 




122. (a) a bronze medal in Women's Weighilifong 46 kg 
category 


123. (b) 

124. 

{«) 

125. (a) 

126: 

(c) 

127. (b) 

128. 

(«) 

129. (c) 

130. 

(b) 

131. (b) 

132. 

(b) 

133. (c) 

134. 

(c) 

135. (b) 

136. 

(«) 

137. (d) 

m 

(b) 

139. 1(b) 

140. 

(4) 

141. (e) 

142. 

(4) 

143. (b) 

144. 

(c) 

145. (a) 
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GENERAL IN1ELUGENCE 


TEST OF REASONING—I 

# 

Find out the missing numben: M. I 

1 4-7.12* ‘28. 5 6 

’ («) 17 (b) 21 (c) 23 , , , , , 1 , 


(rf) 20 

(e) 19 


2. 7; 6; 13; 19; 32; 



(a) 49 

(b) 51 

(c) 63 

(d) 53 

(<*) 54 


3. 15; 31; 63; 127; 



(rt) 189 

(b) 165 

(c) 239 

(d) 255 

(e) 261 


4. 11; 16; 13; 17;... 

,;18. 


(a) 23 

(b) 17 

(c) 19 

(d) 15 

(e) 21 


5. 6; 14; 8; 18;...; 20; 15; 32. 


(a) 9 

(b) 10 

(c) 11 

(d) 12 

(e) 14 


6. 1; 64; 4;...; 9; 8; 

16; 1. 


(a) 8 

(b) 16 

(c) 27 

(d) 24 

(e) 25 


7. 9; 13; 21;...; 69; 

133. 


(a) 26 

(b) 37 

(c) 31 

(d) 29 

(c) 33 


8. 35;...; 32; 29; 25. 


(fl) 33 

(b) 34 

(c) 37 

(d) 42 

(e) 31 



Match the right parts: 

9. 735; 864; 132; 555 


(a) All the numbers are divisible by 9. 

10. 224; 504; 441; 483 

(b) All the numbers are divisible by 3. 

11. 504; 324; 432; 882 

(c) They are squares of certain numbers. 

12. 916; 736; 500; 312 

(d) All the numbers are divisible by 7. 

13. 441; 361; 256; 529 


(e) All the numbers are divisible by 4. 
Find out the missing letters and numben: 



• . G ... H , k G 

(«) J (b) j («0 j 
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15. P C ? I S W 


3 16 

? 6 23 

19 


13 


(d)f 

w n . 


Find the odd-man out: 


16. (rt) CFI 

(b) HKN 

(c) TWZ 

(d) DGK 

(c) PSV 


17. (rt) KGH 

(b) WTS 

(c) PML 

(d) GDC 

(e) ZWV 


18. (a) GJL 

(b) NQS 

(c) DGI 

(d) RUW 

(c>) TWZ 


19. (a) FDCG 

(b) JHGK 

(c) ZXWA 

(d) WUTY 

(e) MKJN 


20. (a) EV 

(b) GT 

(c) HR 

(d) MN 

(e) kP 



If in the alphabetical order A and B interchanged 
places, B and C interchanged places, E and F‘inter* 
changed places and the process continued till Y and Z 
then; 

21. The letter T'would be between 

•(«) Q S (l>) R P (c) R S 

(d) Q R (OPS 

22. Which letter would be to the left of 15th letter 
from left? 

(a) N (6) P (c) O 

(d) R (e) M 

23. Which letter would be exactly in the middle 
of 20th letter from the left and 11th letter from 
right? 

(«) J (b) R (c) T 

(d) L (e) Q 

In questions 24 to 26, four of the words that follow 
the lead word are similar while one is differenL Your 
task is to spot this strangen 

24. PICTURESQUE 

(a) QUITE (b) SPICE (c) 

(d) STRIPE (e) RETIRE 




(c) AAD 


25. EFFICIENCY 

(a) FANCY (b) EFFECT 

(c) FINANCE (<f) SCIENCE 

W MINCE 

26. MAINTENANCE 

(a) ANIENNA (b) MENACE (c) MICE 

(rf) MAIN (f) TEN 

According to a certain code: 

U means 'is bigger than' 

A means 'is smaller than' 
i|> means 'is equal to' 

27. If BA A CD and BAD then: 

(a) Al^C (b) AUC (c) ADABC 

(<n A J C (f) None of these 

28. ABCACDEandBAEthen 

(rt) A«^D (b) AJD (c) AAD 

(d) EAB (f) None of these 

2y. If AD A CD and CUB then relationship between 
A & D IS. 

(a) AUD (b) A«^D (i) AAD 

(d) DU A (c) ean'tsay 

30. If ABC A CDE and D U A then the relationship 
between E and B is. 

(rt) E(^B (b) FAB (f) E'JB 

(d) B<1)E (f) «.an'ts.iy 

In questions 31 to 36 the word Decembei is coded in 
six different ways. Same codes are used for the word 
February but not in the same order. Match the same 
codes togethei: 

DECEMBER FEBRUARY 

31. EGFIRHLZ (a) ZSBVSCCF 

32. CFBFLCDS (b) GGEVZGYG 

33. EDFCBMRE (r) YFREABUR 

34. SFCNFDFD (</) YRAUFEBR 

35. RDEEBCME (e) FFRBAUYR 

36. REBMDECE (ft EFASTBQZ 

37. If CRANF IS coded as 12345 and FRANCE is 
coded as 623415 then FRACTION would be 

(a) 623578^1 (b) 6253844 (c) 62317894 

(d) 62347895 (e) 63247894 

Questions 38 to 40 are based on the figure given 
here: 


DECEMBER 

31. EGFIRHLZ 

32. CFBFLCDS 

33. EDFCBMRE 

34. SFCNFDFD 

35. RDEEBCME 

36. REBMDECE 



38. How many squares are there in the figure? 

(«) 6 (b) 7 (c) 8 

(d) ^ (e) 10 

39. How many triangles does the figure have? 

(. 1 ) 17 (l») 18 (c) 19 

(d) 20 (e) 21 

40 Hinv many straight lines are needed to draw the 
figure? You have to give the minimum number. 

(fl) 14 (b) 12 (c) 15 

id) 11 (e) 13 

Five women, Sheela, Kusum, Nirmala, Sharda and 
Sujata are married to Surendra, Bipin, Raj, Anand and 
Bhupendra but not in the same order. Read the informa¬ 
tion given below and match the right couples: 

Names of one couple start with the same letter. 
Kusum and Niimala are not married to Bipin or 
Bhupendra. 

Sheela and Sharda are not Anand's or Surendra's 
wife. 

Kusum IS not married to Anand and Bhupendra is not 
Sheela's husband. 

41 Sheela (u) Surendra 

42. Kusum (b) Bipin 

43 Ninnala (c) Bhupendra 

44. Sharda (d) Anand 

45 Su|ata (e) Raj 

Seven villages A, B, C, D, E F and G are situated as 
follows: 

A is 3 km to the east of D and 1 km to the north of E. 
C IS 1 km to the north of F. 

E IS 1 km to the east of B. 

G IS 2 km to the north of D and 2 km to the west of C 

46 Which of the three villages he in a straight line? 

(a) GCA (6) CFE (c) FAB 

(d) CFB (c) NoneofBiese 

47. Which two villages are the farthest among these 
seven? 

(rt) E&C (6) C&D (f)G&E 

(d) CkA (e) None of these 

48. A team of four players is to be selected from 
seven players. A, B, C, D, E F and G on the following 
basis: 

A and B should not be together. 

F and G must be together. 

C and E must be together. 

G and E should not be together. 

B must be with C. * 

D must be with F. 

The four players of the team would be: 

(ii) BCDE (6) BDFG (c) ADEF 
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(<0 ADFG (tf) None of these 

Five children A/B, Q D and E are running on a track 
C is ahead of A who is ahead of D. E is between C and A 
and B is behind D 

49 Who IS in the lasf^ 

W A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

50 Who IS exactly tn Hie middle^ 

(a) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

51 Keshav starts from his home towards south After 
2 km he turns left and walks 1 km He again turns left and 
walks 1 km more Then he turns right, goes 1 km and 
again turns right and giws another one km How far is he 
from his home’ 

(a) 1 km (b) 2 km (c) 3 km 

(d) 4 km (e) None of these 

IVro brothers, Ravi and Sharad earn Rs 4200 and Rs 
5250 respectively The DA is 60% of the salary, the 
H.R.A. 40% of the salary and the city allowance, 25% of 
the H^A. Now answer the following questions 

52 How much House Rent Allowance does Sharad 
get’ 

(a) RslOOO (b) Rst250 (c) Rsl200 

(d) Rs950 (e) NnneofHiese 

53 What would be the total of the D A of both the 
brothers’ 

(a) Rs25()0 (b) Rs25'50 (<.) Rs2600 

(d) Rs27IX) (c) None of these 

54 What IS the difference in the aty allowance of 
Sharad and Ravi’ 

(a) Rs150 (b) RblOO (c) Rs75 

(d) Rs50 (e) None of these 

55 In a circus, the joker's bicycle has a big and a small 
wheel The diameter of the big wheel is 84 cm while the 
radius of the small wheel is 28 cm If the big wheel goes 
round 5(1 times during a performance, how many times 
would the small wheel go round’ 

(fl) 100 (b) 75 (c) 60 

(d) 65 (c) Noneoftiiese 

Four youngmen, Shakll, Anil, Kartar and Tony hold 
the posts of Manager, Receptionist, Accountant and 
Waiter but not in the same order. Match the right job 
with the light person on the basis of information given 
below: 

1. Anil IS not Manager or Recepbonist 

2. Shakll IS neither Waiter nor Manager 

3 Kartarisnot Accountant or Waiter 

4. Tony and Shaktl are not Receptionists 

56 Manager (a) Kartar 

57 Recepticmist (b) Anil 

58 Accountant (c) Tony 

59 Waiter (d) Shakll 


60 Which statement is superfluous’ 

{«) 1 ib) 2 (c) 3 

(d) 4 (e) None 

The first set of figures are related to each other in a 
defuute way You have to find the figure from A, B, C 
and D which would have similar relationship with the 
figure in the other set 



A B r D 



O <I> O A 

-V^li : 1^ : • 

(D^ (0) o O 

A B. c D 

A \9/ ® © 

A B C O 
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NON-VERBAL SERIES 


Given below are two seta of figures, the Problem Figures and the Answer Figures marked A, B, Q D and E You 
have to find out which of the Answer Figures would fit in place of the question-mark in the Problem Figures: 
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ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (e) Thenumber8haveadifierenceof3,5,7,9...respec- 

Hvelyc 

2. {b) Ead\ number Is the total of its two preceding num¬ 

bers. 

3w (iQ Eadt number is'x2 + r of preceding number. 

4. (e) There are twoseiies, 11,13,15..,end 16,17,18... 

5. (a) Make sets of twa Each next ntunber is'k 2 + 2'of 

the previous number. 

6. (c) There are two series,!*, 2^3*.;. and 4®, 3^,2*... 

7. (h) Thenumber8are'k2-5'oftheprecedingnumber. 

8. Go on deducting 1,2,3,4....from numbers respec- 
tivdy. 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 

Find the odd-man out: I Choose the group of words with a similar relation- 


1. (c) trident 

(b) triangle 

(c) tributary 

(d) tripod 

(e) tricycle 


2. (a) wool 

(b) cotton 

(c) silk 

(d) butter 

(e) milk 


3. (a) Myanmar 

(b) Mongolia 

(c) Malaysia 

(d) Cambodia (c) Mexico 


4. (fl) topaz 

(b) diamond 

(c) heart 

(d) spade 

(c) club 


5. ( 0 ) nails 

(b) throat 

(c) kidney 

(d) thigh 

(e) knee 


6. (a) hockey 

(b) cricket 

(c) relay-race 

(d) badminton ( 1 :) chess 


7. ( 0 ) straight 

(b) crescent. 

(c) angular 

(d) huge 

(e) round 


8. (a) mechanic 

(b) gardener 

(c) farmer 


{d) shepherd (e) potter 
nck-mark the most appropriate choice: 

9. fan: heat as medicine: ? 

(a) cure (b) patient (c) illness 
(d) health 

10. Bharat Natyam: dance as Mathematics: ? 


(a) numbers 

{b) calculation 

(c) Algebra 

(d) subject 

11. stove: kitchen as ?: telephone 


(a) number 

[b) dial 

(c) message 

(d) talk 

IZ Shakespeare: drama as Nehru: 

;7 

( 0 ) history 

(b) politics 

(c) Prime Minister 

(d) India 

13. money: bank as ?: library 


( 0 ) reading 

(b) books 

(c) readers 

(d) knowledge 

14. Urdu: Hindi as Sitar: 7 


( 0 ) music 

(b) instrument 

(c) Ravi^ankar 

(d) Sarod 

15. m«n(Hy: brain as 7: tongue 


( 0 ) mouth 

(b) taste 

(c) ,, -. , 

(d) saliva 

16. cuckTO.‘S(»iT^as7:rainB 


(ay divqss 

(b) clouds 

(c) flcxxl. .... 

(d) fiog 


r. » n ,<l4. • • »•* - 


ship to that of the group given in question: 

17. Hon)wood : films: Bombay 

(o) Ganga: river: Yamuna 

(h) politician: historian: scientist 

(c) college: education: school 

(d) sea: river: ocean 

18. brick: cement: stone 

(a) hotel: restaurant: bar 

(b) pen: ink: writing 

(c) sugar: tea-leaves: milk 

(d) wheat :'rice: grain 

19. comet: star: moon 

(a) steamer: ship; raft 

(b) god: saint: hermit 

(c) bix^: atlas: newspaper 

(d) painting; photography: artist 

20. day: night: dusk 

(a) summer: winter: spring 

(b) desert: sand : oasis 

(c) rich: poor: tycoon 

(d) storm: cloud: rain 

21. literature: poehy: drama 

(a) light: bulb: candle 

(b) death: poison: murder 

(c) music: vocal: instrumental 

(d) travelling: bus: train 

The places of tourist interests in a city along 
with the roads connecting them are shown in the 
figure given below. A Tourist Bus starts from the 
hotel where the tourists are staying at 8.30 A.M. 
and goes round at a speed of 40 km per hour. The 
bus first takes the tourists to the old Fort where 
they spend 45 mts. From there they are taken to the 
Temple where they spend 30 mts. The bus then 
takes them to the Planetarium to see the show and 
waits there for 1 hr and 15 mts. From the 
Planetarium the tourists are taken to the Botanical 
Garden where they spend one hour. In the end, 
they are taken to the market where the bus waits 
for one full hour and then they are back at hotel. 
IMew answer questions 22 to 27 with the help of the 
information given and the road map. The dots on 
the road mark kilometres, i.e. the distance between 
two dots is 1 km. 
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22. How iiwny knis did the buj> travel’ 

(a) 13 (b) 15 (c) 18 (</) 19 

At what time did the bus return to liotel? 

(a) 1.27 PM. (b) 130 P.M (c) 1.35 P.M 
(d) 1.48 P.M. (e) None of these 

Some historians were not interested m temple and 
planetarium. They stayed at the old Fort and reached the 
planetarium half a minute before the bus was to leave by 
taking a taxi that tcxik them.straight to the planetarium at 
a speed of 40 km per hour. When did they leave the Fort 
in the taxi’ 

(fl) 11.20 A.M (b) 1110A.M 

(c) 11.2530 AM. (d) None of these 

25. When did the party arnve at market’ 

(a) 1236 P.M. (b) 12.24 P.M 
(c) 1155 A.M. (d) None of these 

At what time did the tourist bus leave the temple’ 

(fl) 9.47 A.M. (b) 9.52 AM. 

(c) 957 A.M. (c) None of these 

When did they arrive at the park’ 

(a) 11.23 A.M. (b) 1057 A.M. 

(c) 112130 A.M. (d) None of these 

The graph, given below shows rainfall round the 
year of two places, X and Y. Answer questions 28 to 34 on 


26. 


27 


the basis of statistics shown in graph: 


X 0-0-0 



28. Which month records equal rainfall for both X and 
Y? 


(fl) Apnl (b) October 
(c) November (d) None 

29. What IS the difference in the annual rainfall (rf X 
andY? 

(a) 95 cm (b) 85 cm 

(c) lIKlcm (d) None of these 

30 The lainfall of X and Y, if added, is 60 cm. during 
two months Which are these two months? 


(a) July and Dec. 

(c) July & Sept. 

31 X has no rainfall during, 
(fl) Mar & Nov 
(c) Oct & Nov 


(b) Mar. & Apr. 
(d) Nimeofthes* 

(b) Apr. & May 
(d) Noneofthesi 


3Z In which of the following parts of India could Y be 
situated’ 


(fl) Near Himalayan region 

(b) On the Western Ghats near sea coast 

(c) On the Eastern Ghats in South near sea coast 

(d) In extreme eastern parts 

33 Where could X be situated? 

(fl) West Ra|asthan (b) Andamans 

(f») Eastern Tamil Nadu (d) U.P. (east) 

34 What IS the average rainfall of Y per month’ 

(fl) +17 cm (b) 415 cm 

(c) +18 cm (d) None of these 

35. If 1st Jan 1996 is on Monday then 1st Apnl of the 
same year would be on: 

(fl) Monday (b) Sunday , 

(c) Wednesday (d) Thursday 


SYLLOGISMS 


In (fuesltorib 36 to 42, a situation has been explained tn a few 
statements followed by a conclusion You have to say whether the 
conclusion 

(fl) necessarily follows from the statements. 

(b) IS only a long-drawn one. 

(c) definitely does not follow from the statements. 

(d) is doubtful as the data provided is inadequate. 

Note: Your answers should only be tn the I^ht of the statements 
given. 

Statements' 

36. 1. When India enjoys summer, the Australians 
have winters. 

1 Seasons in Northern hemisphere and SouthteH 
hemisphere are opposite to each other. 
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Coltduskm: India and Australia are in different hetni* 
spheres. 

(a) □ (&) a (c) a (d) U 

Statements. 

37. 1. When Chief of our army went to the V\festern 

border for an official visit, the Pak army opened 
fire. 

2. The army Chief of Pakistan is soon going to 
inspect the area across our border line. 

Conclusion: When he comes for inspection our soldiers 
would open fire. 

(a) U (b) U (r) □ (d) U 

Statements 

38. 1 A temple is being designed by some of the 

religious leaderv 

2. Designing buildings is the |ob of architects. 

Conclusion. Prior to become religious leaders, these per¬ 
sons were architects. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ 

Statements' 

3M. 1 In a car accident, an owner of the factory and 
his driver were injured. 

2. The owner was attended by a team of senior 
doctors while the driver was kxiked after by 
junior staff. 

3. In spite of having almost the same type of 
injuries, the owner died while the driver be¬ 
came ainght. 

Conclusion The junior medical staff was more effiaent 
than the semor doctors. 

{a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) □ 

Statements: 

40, 1. Although Miss X is just 20, but with a little 

touching slie Uxiked on the stage as her role 
demanded. 

2. The role of a college student was successfully 
played by a 40-year old actress. 

Conclusion Make-up can jsei fcwm wonders. 

(a) □ (6) □ (c) □ (d) □ 

m 

Statements: 

41, 1. $ome people offer their hair to please gods. 

2. Hair is usually used for making wigs. 

Coneluskm: Most the gods are bald and thus need 
human luur for their wigs. 

(0) □ (&) □ (c) Q (d) □ 

Statements: 

42, 1. IWo of our girls won the prestigious Miss 

Universe and Miss Wbrld awards knr the year 


1994. 

2. In the final rotmd, some questions were a^ed 
which they answered beautifully and scored 
high marks. 

Conclusion: The Indian girls were not (Hily beautiful and 
charming but intelligent and dert as well. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) Q (d) □ 

TYPE II 

In questions gwen below, statements 1 and 2 are followed by 
conclusions I and if Takmg the statements to be true although 
they may appear at variance with commonly accepted truths, 
tick-mark your answers as under: 

(a) Only conclusion 1 follows from the statements. 

(b) Only conclusion n follows from the statements. 

(c) Both 1 and 11 follow from the statements. 

(d) Either I or il follows. 

(e) Neither 1 nor II follows. 

Statements: 

43. 1. Some comets are moons. 

2. All moons are planets. 

Conclusions' 

1. Some planets are comets. 

II. No aimet is a planet. 

(a) U (b) U (c) U (d) a (c) □ 

Statements. 

44. 1. All balls are poles. 

2. All poles are nets. 

Concluswns: 

1. Some balls are not neK 
II. Some nets are balls. 

(a) U (b) U (c) □ (d) □ ie) □ 

Statements: 

45. 1. Some judges are clerks. 

2. Some clerks are lawyers. 

Conclusions. 

1. Some lawyers are judges. 

11. No lawyer IS a judge. 

(a) U (b) U (c) U (d) a (e) □ 

Statements: 

46. 1. Ail spoons are glas.ses. 

2. Some glasses are plates. 

Conclusions: 

I. No plate is a spoon. 

U. Some plates are spoons. 

(a) U (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) U 
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Statement 

47 I The boys wi\o put on blue shirts wen* eitlier 

college students or members ot dnimatic club 
2 All the boys who were not members ot the 
dramatic club wore red jackets 

Conclustom 

1 Some college students put on red jackets 

n Some boys wore blue shirts but not red jac kets 
(/?) U (l>) J (0-1 (d) □ (c) □ 

Statements 

48 1 Poonam is younger than Riijesh but older than 

Manu who is older than Tami 

2 Ved IS older than Poonam but younger than 
Rajesh 

Conchi'-ions 

1 Rajc‘sh IS the oldc’st among the group 
11 Fanu IS the youngest 

(fl) □ (b) J (f) □ {d) U (e) J 

Statements 

49 1 All the beautitui looking houses are ill-venti- 

iated 

2 Someotthe well ventilated houses a re made ot 
marble 

C<mc!uston<t 

I No beautitui house is made ot marble 

II All the ordinal V or ugly IcNiking houses are 
well-ventilated 

(ii) u (b) u (0 J (d) j (0 u 

FYPE III 

In making decisitms about important questions, it n, ad 
visable to distinguish betwten strong aiguments and mak argu 
ments so far as they an, related to the qui stion A mink argiunent 
may not be directly related to the qiustwn maifbculaUd tospim 
trivial aspect of the question ot may be of maior mqioilame In 
questions given below, a question tsfollouvd by argutiu nts I and 
ll You have to deiide which of the arguments is strong and whteh 
IS weak Then tick mark your answers as dun cted 

(a) Only 1 is strong 

(b) Only II IS strong 

(c) Both I and II are strong 

(d) Either I or II is strong 

(e) Neither I nor II is strong 

50 Is live telecast of the Parliamentary prcKeedings a 
wise step'^ 

I Yes, the citizens must know what the members 
elected by them are doing in the Parliament 
Ii No, the citizens might lose their faith m their 
leaders when they see them as nothing but 
/ charging bulls 


(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

51 Shcvuld hunger-strike be treated as an attempt to 
suiade^ 

I Yes, it tme remains hungry for too long ixie 
can't survive 

II No, every type of a strike is just a demonstra¬ 
tion , 

(a) U (b) ul (c) Li (d) □ (c) □ 

52 Should stray dogs be killed'? 

I Yes, they bark tcxi much at night and disturb 
everyone's sleep 

II No, they are absolutely harmless creatures 

(a) □ (b) J (i) U (if) J (e) □ 

51 Is arrest ot anti-scxial elements just as a safety 
measure justified? 

I Yes, if there is some risk, they are the persons 

who start trouble v\ Inch ma) take toll of human 
lives ' 

II No, when they have not done anything wrong, 
why should they be arrested just on assumjv 
tions' 

(<») □ (b) lJ (() □ (tl) □ (e) U 

54 Hav e the Fi\ e-Year Plans helped India? 

I Yes, they were the first steps towai ds modern¬ 
ization 

II No, India had to take debts from foreign 
countries for their implementation 

(a) U (I;) J (e) J (d) U (e) U 

55 Has U N been successful in solving international 
problems? 

I Yes, It has intervened and stopped so many 
wars which might have continued for years 

II No, th-> solutions are v*ery temjjorary and the 
relations between the nations and thfeir 
prcdileins stand where they were 

(a) U (./) U (c) J (d) □ (e) □ 

56 Do believers in non-violence have more moral 
force than those .vho are piepared to risk then lives in 
violent actions? 

I Yes, It requires great strength to bear tortures 
and yet not be tevengefui or be broken 

II No, risking one's life is more dangerous 

(a) □ (b) U (c) U (d) U (c) U 

TYPE IV 

In questionsgwen below, a statement tsfolUnoed by Intphca 
turns I and ll An miplication means something iakM for 
granted, hmted at ir understood Tick-mark your answers as 
follows 

(a) Onlylisinplictt. 

(b) Only Qisimpliat. 

(c) Both I IS I areimpbcit 
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(<0 Either I is implicit or IL 
{e) Neither I nor II is implicit. 

Sltttemmf: 

57. Election result usually show the defeat of the 
ruling party. 

Implications: 

I. The ruling party becomes too sure of its suc¬ 
cess. 

II. People get so fed up with the party in power 
that they want a change. 

(a) □ (p) U (f) □ («/) □ (r) U 

Statement; 

58. In film-line when new faces come up, the older 
generation begins to fee! insecure. 

Impliaitions: 

1. New stars take less money and work more sin¬ 
cerely. 

n. It reminds the older generation that they are 
aging and soon the industry will have no use 
for them. 

(a) J (h) □ (c) U (d) U (e) 'J 

StatenwHt: 

5^. The dishes that were served to the guests were not 
ordered by the host. 

Implications; 

I. Tliey were ordered by the guests. 

II. The restaurant had very limited dishes hence 
there was no choice. 

(a) □ (b) U (f) U (rf) U (c) □ 

Statement: 

60. Whenever there is a snowfall in higher altitudes, 
the temperature of the whole of North India goes down. 

Implications: 

I. The north-east cold winds brings the whole 
part under the spell of a>ld wave. 

II. If there jj. no snowfall, we'll have summer 
round the year. 

(a) Q (b) □ (c) a (d) U (e) □ 

Statement: 

61. The idiot-box (TV) is amstantly warning people to 
save themselves from AIDS. 

ImpUeations: 

I. TV is a powerful media for readiing masses, 
n. AIDS is the only dangerous and fatal disease. 

(a) a ib) a (c) a - (d) a («) a 

Statement: 

61 Some of the temples are regularly visited by the 


foreign tourists. 

Implications: 

I. The tourists are interested in the architecture 
and (Moamentation of these temples. 

II. The foreigners are devotees itf Indian gods and 
goddesses. 

{a) □ (&) U (c) □ (d) U (e) a 

Statement: 

63. The number of earthquakes in India is on increase. 
Implications: 

I. The interior parts of India are getting hotter. 

II. Nuclear tests are responsible for these 
earthquakes. 

{a) U (fc) □ (f) U (d) □ (e) □ 

TYPEV 

Each question giom below has a problem and the proposed 
solutions I and II that might solve if. You have to judge which is 
the right solution. Tick-mark the right ansrocr as under: 

(a) Only I is the right aiurse of actiiin. 

(b) Only II is the right course of action. 

(c) Doth I and II are right. 

(d) Either 1 or 11 is the right course of action. 

(f) Both I and n lack force. 

64. The police has been secretly informed of the invol¬ 
vement of a very notable celebrity in some nefarious trade. 

I. The person concerned must be arrested imme¬ 
diately. 

II. Since the person is a celebrity, he should not be 
touched unless there is some proof, so his ac¬ 
tions must be shadowed. 

(a) J (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

65. The terrorists have kidnapped some school 
children and in return, are demanding release of two of 
their hard-boiled members. 

I. The criminals should not be released in any 
case. 

II. The criminals should be released so that in¬ 
nocent children do not suffer unnecessarily. 

(a) a (6) y (c) □ (d) U (e) U 

66. There has been a violent clash between the 
medicos and the university students. 

I. The Vice-Chanceller and tlie Principal of the 
Medical College should be asked to intervene, 
n. A meeting of the leaders of both the Union 
should be called to end the disputes in a peace¬ 
ful way. 

(ii) □ (6) □ (c) □ (if) □ (c) □ 

67. In spite of regular vigilance, drugs continue to 
flow into the city. 
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I. More staff should be put on the trail of sinug- 
glers. 

II. There should be a rapport between the Intel¬ 
ligence Branches of different States as well as 
countries. 

{«) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. The authorities are worried about the trams bemg 
always late. 

I. Some incentive should be provided to the staff 
that observes punctuality. 

II. Those who are responsible for delays should be 
penalised. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (c) □ 

69. Our athletes are not upto the mark. 

I. India does not lack talents hence a thorough 
search should be made fur persons who are 
gifted, have potentials and talent. 

II. India must search for the best coaches. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

70. The cases of bride burning for dowry are on in¬ 
crease. 

I. All these cases should be handled by women 
only. 

[I. All the new biides should be registered and 
constantly kept in touch to know if the in-laws 
are harassing them. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (<•) U 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (c) In all the others'tri'means 3. 

2. (b) All the others are obtained from living beings. 

3. (e) All the others are Asian countries. 

4. (<i) All the others are connected with playing cards. 

5. (c) All the others are visible parts. 

6. (c) Ail the others are games. 

7. (d) All the others are shapes while this one IS size. 

8. (a) All the others depend upon land. 

9. (c) One is used to get rid of the other. 

10. (d) One is a specific branch of the other. 

11. (b) One is a part of the other. 

12. {a) Tlie relationship is that of the write and the subject 

that interests him. 

13. (b) One is systematically stored in the (4her. 

14. (d) Both belong to the same category. 

15. (b) One is special organ for the other. 

16. (d) The creature is related to the season. 

17. (c) 18. (c) 19. (a) 20. (a) 

21. (c) 22. (c) 23. (fl) 24. (b) 

25. (b) 26. (c) 


27. (d) The answer should be 11.19 mts. 

28. (d) 29. (f) 30. (fl) 31. (fl) 

32. (c) In India, the South Eastern Coast has winter rain¬ 

fall. 

33. (d) 34. (b) 35. (a) 36. (a) 

37. (f) 38. (c) 39. (b) 40. (if) 

41. (c) 42. (fl) 

Questions of Type II arc best ansivered by dnmnng diagrams 
of all the possible situations and then reaching a fool-proof con¬ 
clusion: 

Let each diagram be represented by a circle irrespective of its 


43. (fl) 



44. (b) 


45. (d) 


46. (d) 


47. (1) 


48. (.) 



© 






ifiii 


49. (e) 

a V r M T 



50. (c) 

51. (e) 

52. (e) 

53. (c) 

54. (fl) 

55. (fl) 

56. (fl) 

57. (b) 

58. (b) 

59. id) 

60. (fl) 

61. (fl) 

62. (fl) 

63. («) 

64. (b) 

65. (b) 

66. (c) 
70. (e) 

67. (c) 

68. (d) 

69. (c) 
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before themselves. 

Develop stamina that is more 
than equal to the task in hand. 
Remain relaxed and cope with ten¬ 
sion as you work hard and harder. 
Motivate* yourself for higher effort 
Hit hard at your target 

An untrained soldier hies at a 
dummy. A trained one fires at some 
part of the dummy—say, the eye. 

William James, the celebrated 
psychologist says: "The human in¬ 
dividual lives far within his limits. 
He possesses powers which he 
habitually fails to use." 

The mind and body have vast 
powers of endurance and reserves of 
stamina. These reserves of endurance 
and stamina are usually tested in 
hard times. 

The exam is at hand and you are 
not fully prepared. You study far into 
the night, go to sl«:p for an hour or 
two and start studying again till late 
in the morning. 

You go straight to the examina¬ 
tion hall and answer every question. 
You take a few hour's rest and again 
start studying for the next exam. This 
ou carry on for weeks and still you 
eep fit. 

Potential 

SE your full potential. In the 
course of our ordinary, easy¬ 
going life we do not make full use of 
our potential but in an emergency we 
draw upon them. 

Your desire to get through an 
exam; your intense concern about the 
health and safety of your dear one 
makes you draw upon your reserves. 
You feel that you are equal to the ex¬ 
traordinary task and you find 
enough energy for it. It is your mental 
attitude that gets you through. 

Create the spirit of "drgency" 
while working for your goal. In that 
way alone you can work nard. 

The energy you use in your 'daily 
activities is made up from the food 
you eat, dte oxyten vou breathe, and 
the healing touen of sleep you get at 
night 

In order to get from each day die 
work of more than a day, you must 
leam how to conserve your eneigy 


and to make it go a long way. 

Late Jawaharlal Nehru was an 
awfully busy man. His days and 
nights were a continuous round of 
activity—conferences, talks, travels, 
decision-makings, appointments, 
public speeches, attending to the 
needs of the people. How did he do 
it? Simply by relaxing himself during 
every minute he could snatch from 
his overbusy schedule. 

You too can increase your ef¬ 
ficiency and capacity for work by 
breaking your day's efforts with 
short periods of relaxation. Relax and 
live longer. 

So, plan your day's activity in 
such a manner that you eliminate un- 
neces-sary chores. 6o the more dif¬ 
ficult or more creative part of your 
work at peak of your energy time. 

Do things when you leel fresh 
and vibrant. Thus a few minutes 
spent at such a time save you of 
wasted energy during the day. 

Importance of Planning 

P LAN you work. Finish work the 
same day. Leaving your un¬ 
finished work for tomorrow only in¬ 
creases your work-load. You feel 
unrelieved. It decreases energy. Plan 
your work and work your plan. 

Once you have gained con¬ 
fidence in your own self and have 
learned how to make the most of 
yourself, the only thing left out to 
make you successful is a motive. 

Motivation is an inner drive that 
Hres you to attain your goal. Motiva¬ 
tion is built on two things—an urge 
to tivrk and a goal to achieve. 

The drive, mt>st desirable and the 
most worthy of a man, is the desire 
for self-fulfiiment. You will never be 
able to put your heart and soul in the 
work nor you will be able to mobilise 
your zeal, your fervour, your inner¬ 
most powers if inner spark is miss¬ 
ing. You will never feel real 
satisfaction, the edifying moments of 
contentment that come when you 
achieve self-fulfilment. 

Your power, money, prestige do 
not give self-fulfilnient unless you 
work for the real urge in you. If you 
were to follow your real desire you 


would work with your whole being, 
with your full p^ers. Jawaharlal 
Nehru was a politician but became an 
outstanding writer simply because 
he had the urge to write. 

Motivate yourself 

Y our urge drives you to a goal. 

Those who succeed have a long- 
range and short-range goals. Each 
short-range goal works as a step car¬ 
rying one towards the final goal. How 
well you reach your long-range goal, 
depends upon how efflciently you 
complete your short-range goals. 

Set the target of your short-range 
goal higher than you think you can 
reach. 

Be specific about your goals. You 
must be clear in your mind how they 
are going to help you reach the final 
goal. 

By throwing a challenge to your¬ 
self in the form of a specific time and 
date you mobilise your dormant 
powers. 

Mulk Raj Anand, now 90, writes 
one article a day to meet his needs. 
How does he succeed? He generates 
his own "oxygen"—motivation. 

A detailed study of the lives of 
more than 300 men and women of 
outstanding ability enumerates the 
following traits. 

Their mettle for struggle was 
brought out in the face of dimculties. 
They persisted steadily in the pursuit 
of their goals. They completed im¬ 
portant tasks on their own initiative. 
Their wish to perform brilliantly was 
a passion with them. 

The force that distinguishes a 
man successful frenn a failure is hard 
work and perseverance. The need for 
persistence is the greatest when the 
going is tough and when circumstan¬ 
ces are against you. That is the time to 
show your character. Hold on for be¬ 
cause that might be just the moment 
when the tide is going to turn in your 
favour. 

Prepare yourself for success. Bet¬ 
ter be prepared and not go rather 
than go and not be prepared! 
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Facts about Science 


Laser 

The word Laser is an acronym 
derived from "light amplification by 
stimulated emission of radiation". 
Laser is any class of device that 
produces an intense beam of light of 
a very pure single colour. This light 
beam can be intense enough to 
vaporise the hardest and most heat- 
resistant materials. 

The existence of stimulated emis¬ 
sion was first recognised in 1917 by 
Einstein. But, ways to use it in devices 
were not found until the 1950s. The 
first laser was nmstructed in I960 by 
Theodore H. Maiman of USA. 

There are several different types 
of lasers, produced by different 
means, for different purposes. Some 
of the important ones are: 

(a) Optically pumped solid- 
stafc lasers: An optically pumped 
solid-state laser consists of a rod of 
the material chosen, with its ends 
polished flat and parallel and coated 
with mirrors to reflect the laser light. 
The sides are left clear to admit the 
light from the pumping lamp, which 
may be a pulsed gas discharge, flash¬ 
ing on and off like a photographer's 
electronic flash bulb. It may be 
wound around the laser rod, posi¬ 
tioned alongside, or focused on it by 
a mirror. The first operating laser 
employed a rod of pink ruby, an ar¬ 
tificial crystal of sapphire 
(aluminium oxide). Many other rare- 
earth elements have since been 
employed, the most widely used 
being neod 3 rmium. Power outputs in 
the form of brilliant flashes of light of 
thousands of watts can be dstained. 

(b) Liquid lasers: Solid-state 
lasers have the disadvantage of oc¬ 
casional breakdown and damage at 
higher power levels because of the 
intense heat generated within the 
material and by the pumping lamp. 
The liquid laser is not susceptible to 


such damage; the crystalline or glas¬ 
sy rod is replaced by a transparent 
cell containing a suitable liquid, such 
as a solution of neodymium oxide or 
chloride in selenium oxychloride. 
Such cells can be made as large as 
desired to increase power output. 
Only a small number of inorganic li¬ 
quids, however, will function as 
lasers. 

(c) Dye lasers: Certain organic 
dyes are capable of fluorescing— t.c., 
re-radiating light of a different 
colour. Though the excited state of 
their atoms lasts only a small fraction 
of a second and the light emitted is 
not concentrated in a narrow band, 
many such dyes have been made to 
exhibit laser action, with the ad¬ 
vantage that they can be tuned to a 
wide range of frequencies. 

(d) Gas-discharge lasers: Atoms 
in a gas discharge can be excited to 
radiate and produce light, as in a 
neon sign. Occasionally, a particular 
energy level will cause an exception¬ 
ally high number of atoms to ac¬ 
cumulate within it. If mirrors are 
positioned at the ends of the dis¬ 
charge tube, laser action results. 
Though the conditions are unusual 
and iKcur for only a few of the many 
wavelengths at which the discharge 
emits, most gases can be made to ex¬ 
hibit laser action at some wavelength 
under certain discharge conditions. 
Gas-discharge lasers commonly use a 
helium-neon mixture, though those 
designed to produce laser action at 
infrared wavelengths employ such 
gases as carbon monoxide and 
hydrogen cyanide. 

(e) Gas dynamic lasers: If a hot 
gas is allowed to cool rapidly, the 
number of molecules in a low-eneigy 
state may decrease more rapidly and 
fall below the number in a higher 
energy state, thus permitting laser ac¬ 
tion. This condition can be achieved 


by expanding burning * carbon 
monoxide mixed with nitrogen 
through jet nozzles. High power out¬ 
puts of more than 30,000 watts can be 
obtained. 

(/} Chemical lasers: Certain 
chemical reactions produce enough 
high-energy atoms to permit laser ac¬ 
tion to take place. Laser action can 
occur in carbon dioxide, for example, 
if It is present when the elements 
hydrogen and fluojine are reacting to 
produce hydrogen fluoride. Large 
amounts of energy can be released 
when only mcxlerate amounts of the 
appropriate materials react. 

(g) Semiconductor lasers: A 
semiconductor laser consists of a flat 
junction of two pieces of semiconduc¬ 
tor material, each of which has been 
treated with a different type of im¬ 
purity. Aluminium gallium arsenide 
and gallium arsenide typically are 
used in lasers of this type. When a 
large electrical current is pas.sed 
through such a device, laser light emer¬ 
ges from the junction region. Pi>wer 
output is limited, but the low cost, 
smdl size, and comparatively high ef-^ 
ficiency make these devices suitable for* 
use as light sources in optical fibre 
communications systems and in com¬ 
pact digital audio disc players. 

{h) Free-electron lasers: Lasers of 
this t)rpe are more efficient than any 
other variety in producing beams oi 
very high power radiation. Further¬ 
more, these devices are tunable, so 
that they can be made to operate at 
microwave to ultraviolet 
wavelengths. (Theoretically they 
have the potential of generating laser 
radiation of X-ray wavelength, 
thotffih present technology is still in¬ 
capable of such short wavelengths.) 
In a free-electron laMr, free electrons 
{i,e, those not bound to nude!) from a 
partide accelerator or some other 
source are passed through an un- 
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dulator (commonly called a 
"wlggler"), a device consisting of a 
linear array of electromagnets. An al¬ 
ternating magnetic field in the un- 
duiator bends the electrons into a 
spiral path around the lines of force, 
whereby they are accelerated to 
velocities approaching the speed of 
light and emit energy in the form of 
synchrotron radiation. The intensity 
and wavelength of this radiation can 
be adjusted by modifying certain 
parameters of the magnetic field. Be¬ 
cause of this ability to produce laser 
light tunable over a broad range of 
wavelengths and high efifidency, re¬ 
searchers believe that the free- 
electron laser, with further 
development, will prove especially 
suitable in such applications as 
isotope separation, semiconductor 
research, and ballistic missile defense 
(namely, as a laser beam weapon). 

Laser applications: The ligiit 
produced by lasers is in genera) fifr 
more monochromatic, directional, 
powerful, and coherent than that 
from any other light sources. Never¬ 
theless, the individual kinds of lasers 
differ greatly in these properties as 
well as in wavelength, size, and ef¬ 
ficiency. There is no single laser 
suitable for all purposes, but some of 
the combinations of properties can do 
things that were difficult or impos¬ 
sible before lasers were developed. 

A continuous visible beam from a 
laser using a gas, such as the helium- 
neon combination, provides a nearly 
idea) straight line for all kinds of 
alignment applications. The beam 
from such a laser typically diverges 
by less than one part in a thinisand, 
approaching the theoretical limit. The 
bram's diveigence can be reduced by 
passing it backward through a tele¬ 
scope, although fluctuations iir the at- 
mo^here then limit the sharpness of a 
beam over a long path. Lasers have 
come to be widely used for alignment 
in large constru^on—e^., to guide 
machines for drilling tunnds and for 
laying pipelines. 

A pulsed laser can be used injt 
light nidar/ sometimes called LIDAR, 
ahd die narrowness of its beam per- 
Jidts sharp definition of targets. As 


with radar, the distance to an object is 
measured by the time taken for the 
light to reach and return from it. 
LIDAR echoes have been returned 
from tine Moon, faciliated by a multi- 
prism reflector that was placed there 
by the first astronauts to land there. 
Distances can be measured from an 
observatory on Earth to the lunar 
mirror with an accuracy of several 
centimetres. Simultaneous measure¬ 
ments of the mirrcw's distance and 
direction from two observatories on 
di fferent parts of the Earth could give 
an accurate value for the distance be¬ 
tween the two observatories. A series 
of such measurements can tell the 
rate at which continents are drifting 
relative to each other. 

A vertically directed laser radar 
in an airplane can serve as a fast, 
high-resolution device for mapping 
fine details, such as the contours of 
steps in a stadium or the shape of the 
roof of a house. With a pulsed laser 
radar, returns can be obtained from 
dust particles and even from air 
molecules at higher altitudes. Thus 
air densities can be measured and air 
currents can sometimes be traced. 

The brightness and coherence of 
laser light make it espeaally suitable 
for visual effects and photography 
that simulate third dimensional 
depth—e.g., holography (q.v.). 

The light from many lasers is 
relatively powerful and can be 
focused by a conventional lens sys¬ 
tem to a small spot of great intensity. 
Thus even a moderately small pulsed 
laser can vaporize a small amount of 
any substance and drill narrow hdes 
in the hardest materials. Ruby lasers, 
for example, are used to drill holes in 
diamonds for wire drawing dies and 
in sapphires for watch bearings. For 
biolc^ical research, a finely focused 
laser can vaporize parts of a single 
cell, thus permitting micro-surgery of 
chromosomes. 

Strong heating can be produced 
by a laser at a place where no 
mechanical contact is possible. Thus 
one of the earliest applications of 
lasers was for surgery on the retina of 
the eye. 

Lasers are also used for small- 


scale cutting and welding. They can 
trim resistors to exact values by remov¬ 
ing material and can alter connectkms 
within integrated arrays of microcir¬ 
cuit elements. A pulse of light frcxn a 
laser can vaporize a sample of a sub¬ 
stance for analysis by suitable instru¬ 
ments. By this method an extremely 
small sample can be analyzed without 
introducing contaminants. 

Laser beams can be used for com¬ 
munications. Because the light fre¬ 
quency is so high (around 5x10” 
hertz for visible light), the intensity 
can be rapidly altered to encode very 
complex signals. In prindple, one 
laser beam could carry as much infor¬ 
mation as all existing radio channels. 
Laser light can, however, be blocked 
by rain, fog, or snow so that, for reli¬ 
able communications on E»th, the 
laser beam would need to be 
enclosed in a protective medium. Op¬ 
tical fibres made of glass and covered 
with a cladding mateiral are 
employed for this purpose 

Laser technology is integral to 
optical disc recording and storage 
systems. In such a system, digital 
data are recorded by burning a series 
of microscopic holes, commonly 
referred to as pits, with a laser beam 
into thin metallic film on the surface 
of a small-diameter disc. In this man¬ 
ner, information from magnetic tape 
is encoded on a master disc, which is 
replicated by a process known as 
stamping. In the read mode, laser 
light of low intensity is reflected off 
the disc surface and is "read" by 
light-sensitive diodes. The amount rtf 
light received by the diodes varies 
according to the presence or the ab¬ 
sence of the pits, and this input is 
digitized by the diode circuits. Tlte 
ditial signals are subsequently con¬ 
verted to analog information on a 
video screen. Compact audio disc 
players work in much the same way 
except that the digital signals are 
transformed into sound impulses. 

Lasers also are used in a major 
type of computer printer. Laser 
printers empl^ a laser beam and a 
system of optical devices to etch im¬ 
ages on a pnohxxmductor drum. The 
images are carried from the drum to 
paper by means of electrostatic 
photocopying. 


FEBRUARY *96 COMPETmON MASTER 8SS 



General Knowledge 
Crossword No. 19 



ACROSS 

1. An ar Ufidal word formed Arom the initial letters of the 
words ccHnprising the title of an organisation (7). 

5. Measure of the acidity of a soluticm is usually ex¬ 
pressed as_(2). 

6. Fifth largest planet of soiar system (5). 

7. A chemical substance used to produce a chemical 
reaction (7). 

9. That part of a plant which absorbs moisture and food 
(4). 


20. Rise and fall of surface of oceans caused by gravita¬ 
tional pull of rnocm (4). 

DOWN 

1. A substance used for rubbing or grinding down sur¬ 
faces (8). 

2. Abbreviated name Ribonucleic acid 

3. Japanese currency (3). 

4. A mould for shaping a cast (6). 

5. Fundamental quantum of electromagnetic energy (6). 


10. A consolidated laminated clay rock (5). 

11. A member of bull family (2). 

12. Abbreviated name of high explosive solid (1,l/1/)> 

14. Elongated depression in earth's surface between 
mountains (6). 

16. Any quantity that is sufficiently defined when the 
magnitude is given in appropriate units (6). 

17. Abbreviated name of UN organisation that works for 
labour interests (1,1,1). 


8. Surname of Italian astronomer. Constructed first tele¬ 
scope (7). 

11. Shell made of two unequal halves widi rough outer 
surface. Source of pearls (6). 

13. A force, moment of force or system of forces that tends 
to produce rotation (6). ^ 

15. A measure of weight of diamonds and other gems (5). 

17. An electrically charged atcxnP). 


18. Prefix denoting one million, million times; 10^* (4). 

19. A quantity or dimension adopted as a standard of 
measurement (4). 


(Answers to G.K. Crossword No. 19 will appear in 
March'95 issue) 
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For the last 35 years. The CmfFErmoN 
Master has bMn guiding the youdi of 
India in preparing for a brighter career. Hie 
popularity of the magazine is a proof of it’s 
credibility and continuous commitment. 

Cm is a store-house of General Knowledge 
and Current Affairs. Besides, it gives 
ample material, every month, to enhance 
the personality of the reader, to guide him 
in choosing a career for himself and to help 
him prepare for different competitive 
exams. 

Th e features carry indepth analysis 
of current events, both national & 
international 

The Tests of Reasoning topics help 
in preparing for the personality and 
aptitude tests, held for differ¬ 
ent competitive exams. 

T he Debate and Argumentation fea¬ 
tures help in developing debating 
skills, besides providing valuable 
information. 


Essays, on geii^^^tl^ ISiSftdHfi 
ferent competitive exams^j^dp^in deVlifi' 
opmg writing skills. 

Objective type questions on General 
Awareness help in mastering the art of 
solving these questions when appearing 
for competitive exams. Of course they 
provide valuable information too. 

English Language Objective type model 
papers and Vocabulary feature help in 
improving English Language. 

The Personality Development feature 
helps in identifying negative traits in 
one’s personality and in developing self- 
confidence, to be successful in every 
sphere of life. 

Cjeneral Knowledge Crossword is good 
entertainment, besides helping to improve 
General Knowledge. 
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READERS’ FORUM 

The best lwi> letters of the month, appearinx in the box, have been 
awrited a prise o/Rs 50.00 each. Readers are invited to send ns their views 
on topics awered in this issue. The decision vf the k'ditors will he final. 

PARTIES AND POLITICiANS 


LETIEK. .. , .— 

patrieilsi»--^mmteriaHe»tt>kiekdueprg*eut-rhy 
poUHdatu Miff need. When ^nuutte win he educated, 
nieir leiidm will Mao be educatie4.id/ttrnn leaden dot^t 
eomefn>maut9ide,Theyarepat*ofow$oeiety. , 

Neflti Shanna. 
Idewmki 

PARTKS Al«> POMT1CIAN8 
In ,the pursuit of pmver. Hie ludlm poliHeian takes. 
advantage of mUonalpnoMemt Hu wap an mstupwOidd, 
Foehim thewaes oftkeaatiou mean stntplp a new 
opportmitif tu gamer votes. And n^e he coufironts win. bis . 
oppauents he daesnot seem to careifhis movesangiwdfor 
the country or not The biggest pmblrmia Hmt politicians are 
refuHng to rise above Hieir dwatflsh selves. 

problems* 

Pawan Talwar 
Uttarkashi, U.P. 


TRAVELUNG THE 
INFOBAHN.... 

The hi-tech 

communicatimi systems have 
shrank the world like never 
before. The whole world is 
practically "on-line" and any 
Information is available at the 
touch of the butiiui, Hinvever, 
there are several anas, especially 
in India and other developing 
countries, where, what to talk if 
hfbrmation teelmoiogy, evai 
electricity is not available 24 
Homs a day. The gap betiveen the 
haves and have-nots is very big. 
It is necessary to eusiav that the 
hffimnation teclauilogy is 
provided in each and every 
comer if the country anti made 
accessiUe to cverytute. Only then 
will it be of help and use and 
assist In economic fpvwHi of the 
eouniry. 

M. Murahid Pasa 
QdaiUa 

EDUCATION AND 
DEMOCRACY 

As for a floweringplant, 
gimd quality seed with proper 
-uourishmeut Is uecessary, 
similarly fir the development 
of real democracy educated 
people are a must. 

Rajiv Roshan 
Muzaffaipur 

Today if there is so much 
confusion in, and exploitation 
of our democra tic system it is 
because majority ofiniliaus 
are illiterate or semi-literate. 
His the lack ofkninvledge 
that restricts people to vote on 
territorial or caste loyalties. 
Lack if awareness prevents 
them to see things an a broader 
canvas. The democratic set-up- 
, vf Hunatitmcattbekeptintacf 
' ht, its trie spirit only by ^forts 
to make all illiterates educated. 

Shuchika Sahay 
•' Patna 


In recent times there has 
been a legitimate 
question-mark against the 
concept of democracy in our 
comitry. This is not because we 
have lost faith in democracy, 
but because we have allowed 
hypocrates into the arena of 
politics. These people do not 
believe in the well-being of the 
masses. It is time fin-the 
people of India to rise and 
commit themselves to the goal 
of establishing a Just, humane, 
democratic order. 

C. Chandrasekhar 
Madras 

Political parties are a 
mast in a democratic systenu 
If some political parties 
vitiate the atmosphere, 
encourage partisan spirit, offer 
an opportunity to corrupt and 
self-seeking political 
adventurists, they do so 
because the Indian electorate 
allows them to do so by 
electing them every utav and 
then. Only an enlightened 
public upinUrn can checkmate 
evil influences and not a 
change in the system. 

Soumya Ranjan Biswal 
Rhnbanesbimr 

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

One thing has been 
proved in the Assembly 
elections held in 
November-Deceinber, 1994. 
Corrupt and leHiargic 
governments are not 
acceptable. I hope the message 
has gone home roith our 
poUHciaus too. 

Sudhakar Bhende 
Bombay 

The drubbing of CongrvM 
hi Andhra Pradesh and 
Karnataka has proved^ that 


Cimgress no hmgerhas the 
stronghold over the electorate, 
as It did a decade ago. The 
main cause if debacle is there 
for everyone to see corruptim, 
inefficiency and faetimialism 
have been the main causes of 
defeat. Lets not let the vested 
interests pnqfagate tlmt the 
policy of liberalisatian was 
respimsible fitr the defeat of 
Congress. This is not true. 

Sudhanshu Walia 
Ludhiann 

POPULATION PROBLEM 

The single biggest factor 
that cimtributed to slow 
economic growth has been ever 
graunngpiqmlatioH, What 
India today needs is not a 
revised family planning 
programme but rapid economic 
growth. An eminent economist 
once said, "Pevetopment is the 
best contraceptive." 

Debdas Adhikari 

Pundia, West Bengal 

In the February ’95 
Readers^ Forum a reader had 
presented some ‘Ps’ that have 
been responsible for India's 
sorry plight I feel that the 
biggest factor responsible has 
been "populatiou". All the 
other ‘Ps’ like pollution, 
poverty, etefiillaw fiouslhis. 
Control if overpoputaHou can 
solve 90 per cent if our 


CM FEATURES 

I find CM to be an 
excellent magazine for all 
competitive examinations. At 
present 1 am appearing for the 
$SC examinatim and am 
confident that with CM on my 
side success will not be far. 

O.P. Sinha 
Aiaria, Bihar 

I consider CM to be the 
nmnber ime magazine for 
preparing for any conqietitiim. 

Krishna^ 

Rangat, Andaman & Nicobar 

CM has helped impart a 
tremendous amount of 
confidmee in me. I thank you 
for providing valuable 
material every mouth, 

Manohar)ai Prakash 

Paina 
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1. DHILLON GROUP GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 325 

In om vokm—1600 {MOM (Sn 17 X 24 OHM) 

‘ /UrthwitteBExlwiwIivtBludyllMN 
* Ov«r500ShortAntiwrQiiMllon« 
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2. Foundation Cowsa bi GENERAL STUDIES Rs. 150 
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3. Generei Studles^oivtd Papers (1979—94) Rs. 75 
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1. IntoHiganeo and Reasoning Improvwiwnt Course Rs.100 
Comprahonaivs covamga of Reasoning Teats (Logical, Voitial, Non- 
Vartial, OaUi Intorpratadon and Management Aptitude)—Systematic 
approach & detailed explanatory notes for thorough understanding 

2. English Improvement Course Rs. 75 

The course matenal contains Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors and Pitfalls, Comprshenafon, Vocabulary. Phrases, etc It also 
includes ftindamental rules, tips and usage, explanatioiw, lllustratioirs, 
charts, tables & speaman papers 

3. ArRhmetic Improvement Course Rs. 76 

A veiy comprahsnsiva book Designed to cover the enure Syllabus of 
CompehUve Exams Includes Number Systsm, Loganttma, Linear 
EquaUons, Banking, Tabulation. Graphs, MensuraUon, StaUsbes etc 
Plenty of solved Examples, PracUcal Tips & Short Cuts given for easy 
grasp Also contains Model Papers with Answera/Hints Qussuons 
taken from/baasd on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS of important 
CompeUbva Exams 

4. General Science Improvement Course Rs. 60 
Comprehensive study matenal on Physics, ChamiaUy, Biology & Space 
Sciences lncoiporatesimportartfConcapts,Fomiulaa,Soived Examples, 
OfcyecUva MulUpIs Choice QuesUone and Science Quiz 

5. Maths Improvement Course Rs. 50 

(ForNDA.CDS.MBA etc Exams) 

Covers Anihmabc, MensuraUon, Algebra, Geometry, Tngonomatry and 
SlatsUcs lncludesimpoitantFormulas,Conoepte,PracUcalTips,Sdved 
Examples Exercisas and OtqecUva Quesbons 

6. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Ra. 45 

7. LETTER WRITING Ra. 30 

8. PRECIS WRITING RS. 25 

9. PARAGRAPH WRITING Ra. 25 

10. OBJECTIVE ENGUSH—A New Approach Rs. 30 

11. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGUSH Ra. 45 

12. TEST OF REASONING/LOGICAL REASONING Re. 30 
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14. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY 

15. EVERYDAY SCIENCE 

16. NUMERICAL ABIUTY—A Capsule 

17. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETib-A Capsule 

18. CONSTITUTION OF INDIA-^ Study 
10. HISTORY OF INDIA 
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Need for Intellectuals 
to take charge 


/ ’niellectuals are not snobs or conceited men who think 
they fuwc the right ansxifers to all the world's 
questions. A true intdlectual, in fad, is one who, 
despite all the intelligence he possesses and the knowMge 
he has mastered, displays a remarkable degree of humility. 
Pride and prejudice are as Jar away from his mind as the 
earth is from the sky. The degree of his intellect can be 
judged from the extent of the courtesy and consideration 
he extends to people less enlightened than he is. In almost 
every country it is the intellectuals who shape the style 
■ and pattern of things. A nation which does not trust its 
mtellcctiufls, it is said, docs not trust itself. The men of 
adion, after all, are the unconscious instruments of the 
men ofthougjtt. Doesn't thinking come first and action 
afterwards? Dry, isolated, ivory tower intellect is a mere 
rattling thing that helps no cause and no human being, 
not even the thinker himself. He must utilize his intellect 
for the common good, and just as God placed no limits on 
the degree of intelligence a human bang may acquire by 
dint cf labour and devotion, simHarly, the sky is the limit 
for the practical exercise and application of intellect. 

The role which intellectuals have played in the course 
of history is indeed so remarkable that it remains 
unsurpassed. The great thinkers Voltaire and Rousseau 
gave to humanity the unique and unforgdtable slogans of 
Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, which have been 
enshrined in many constitutions and which have formed 
the permanent foundation of many political institutions. 
Histpry batrs witness that whenever the leadership <fa 
country fitUs into the hands ofUUterate or uncultured 
people relying on brawn rather than t\w brain, there is 


deterioration into intrigue, violence with a blatant 
struggle between factions, all leading to total chaos, 
instability ora revolution. It is only whendeaders who are 
well-educated, sincere and firm believers in the decencies 
of life, in other words those who are intellectually uvll- 
equipped, assume power does good government ensue. 

India herself um awakened from slumber in the 19th 
century as a result of the sustained efforts of Intellectual 
giants who aroused the masses and made them conscious 
of their rights. Education spread the gospel cf liberal 
nationalism and to this gospel can be traced the 
beginnings of the Indian National Congress. 

Apart from playing other key roles in society, 
intellectuals help maintain high moral md ethical 
standards. A Society which lacks intellectuals will lack 
the agents who can bring about the crucial change in 
outlook that alone can ensure justice and morality. 

Besides, intellectuals discourage the trend towards 
materialism. 

They may feel disheartened at times and retreat into 
their ivory towers, but tins applies only to a handful of 
them, not to the vast majority. But for their conAruciioe 
role, the masses would remain steeped in ignoranee. 

In todays India we are finding more and more 
intellectuals taking the back seat. They are not coming 
forward to take charge of the country; and mjt^gpiy eases 
they have been forced mto oblivion by ve^ed-fedifiad 
interests. 

If India is to progress, f India is ^eemmktily 
become a giant,^iikaqte ensure tkdtheinMkdltuiki^ 

charge (fits affairs, ‘ ' 
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1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 250 

(for Aooooato Banka etSBI, SB/ ank othar NakonaHaad Banka Exam.) 
>Mnpr«lwn9iveCovsraga of TMtof Raasonlng (Logical, Verbal, Non-Verbal, 
Data Merpretalion and Management Aptitude Tests etc), Engileh Language 
Practicat English Grammar, Common Errors, Word-Powsr, Spellings etc), 
seneral Awareness (AH aspects of G K viz General Science, History, 
geography, tndianPolity,ln(ftanEconomyetc including Latest Current Aftess), 
3uanbtatlve Aptitude (Number System, H C F & L C M Simplificalion, 
Simple & Compound Interest, ProM & Loss, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, 
i4ansuration etc, Solved Examples, Hints & Exercisas etc). Descriptive 
English (Short Essays, Propositions etc). Five sets of Model Papers, with 
Mailed Solutions/Answera, based on Previous Ysars' Papers. 

2. M.B.A. KIT Rs. 250 

(For Common AOmlaalon Taata otU.U ‘a, XUU t othar Loaning 
InatHutaa/Unlvaraltlaa) 

(It covers English Language (Practical English Grammar, Common 
Errors, PrspositiorTS, Spellings, Idioms A Phrases, Comprehension, 
/ocabulaiy, SynonymsA Allonyms), InteHlgence & Reason!^ (Logical, 
/erbal, Non-Verbal, Data lnlaipretabonetc),Arilhinelic(Number System, 
aiaphs. Tabulation of Data, Mensurabon, etc); Basle Maths (Algebra, 
Seometry, Tngonometiy, Coordinate Geometry, Matnees, Calculus), 
asneral Knowlsdga (General Science, History, Geography, IndiEui 
>olity, Indian Economy etc.) including Latest Current Affaire; Five 
Sets of Model Papers, wi^ detailed Solubons/Answers, based on 
’revlous Years’ Papers. 

L N.D.A.KIT Rs. 200 4. C.D.S.KIT Rs. 200 

RoeommomlodandProcurodby: 

I) Prlncipals/UbrartansofSAINIKSCHOOLS & othar IrwStutions 
for students and libraries. 


8. HOTELMANAGEMENTJ.E. EXAM. KIT R8 200 

(Joint Entnmeo Exam. lorAtMaalon to Three-Year 
DliBonmCourmoInHotolUmagomont) 

Study Matenal & Ot^cbva Queabons on Alt Subjects—Reaaontrtg & 
Logical Daduebon, Numencal Abibty, Seienbfic Afriitude and En^lsh. 

9. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. KIT.R8 200 

(For ComptOmory Subioeto Lo. EngUah A Genera/ Knowlodgo) 
Comprehenaivs Coverage of Essay, Preas, Paragraph, LatterA Report 
Wnbng Pracbcal English Grammar, General Knmiedge (General 
Science, History, Geography, Polity, Economy, G.K. Miscellaneous) A 
Latest Current Affairs. 

Booka Suggmatmd For 

10. C.P.O. EXAM 

(Mlnlatry ofHJL —CentrM Pottoo OrgmlaaOtma tor RaenMmont 
of Amah. Commartdant, DSP, Company Comnmndarln B8F, 
CRPF,LT.B.PoUea)A 

11. ASSISTANT CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICERS 

GENERAL GRADE II EXAM. 

Tha auggaatad booka adaquataly eavar ffie anUra ayUabua oi 
Obj/actfve A DaaerlptIvapaparmandmaaBoontorbitanalvaStody, 

1. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE KIT Rs. 280 

2. INTELUGENCE A REASONING IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 100 

3. ENGUSH IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 78 

4. ARITHMETIC IMPROVEMENT COURSE Rs. 78 

8. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 48 

8. PREaS WRITING Rs. 26 7. LETTER WRITING Rs. 30 

8. PARAGR/tPH WRITING Rs. 28 


II) Senior Armed Fdrcee Officere for their unite ruid wards. 

Cits for N.O.A., C.D.S. Examiruition contadn: 

I SPECIMEN PAPERS based on PREVIOUS YEARS’ PAPERS on 
English, G.K, Current Affairs A Mathamabes 

II MATHEMATICS—Anthmebc, Mensurabon, Algebra, Geometry. 
Tngonometry and Stabsbes. 

11. ENGLISH LANGUAGE—Pracbcal English Grammar, Errors, 
Preposibons, Compiehensron A Vocabulary 
V GENERALKNOWLEDGE—SCIENCES(Phyaica.Chemistiy,Ufe 
Saences, Space Scienca), HUMANITIES (History, Nabonal 
MovemenL Consbtubon, Geography, Economy etc.) 

I. N.D.A. MODEL PAPERS Rs. 50 

i. C.D.S. MODEL PAPERS Rs. 50 

(tneorporattrtg QtiaattonaBomPratdoua Yama’Papara) 

Five sets of Model Papers in English. G.K. and Mathemabes. 

S.S.C. DIVISIONAL ACCOUNTANTS, 
AUDITORS & U.D.C..EXAM. KIT Rs 250 

lomprehenaive Coverage of Generailntelligence—Comprehension 
I Writing AbSKy of Enmah—Arithrnetie: ^ved Examples. Hints A 
ixeraaes for Piaebim. MnenI Awarensss A Model Papers on all 
ubiecte based on PIUI^US YEARS’ PAPERS. 

NMe lor VMtoTB! Our Office is near Oeshbandhu College. 
Wortehig Days; Monday—Saturday (OjOO A.M.—6.00 PJ4.) 


Note Books No 12, 3 S, 6 7ASara also vary hatpM for 
ItHhan Format Sannea Exrnn. 
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SPECIAL FEATURE—I 


India-USA; Changing 
Equations 


Till reant of f/S Lhftiui 
Secretary Mr William f I’tiii/ to India 
liac bioiii’hf to foiii^ tiu iliain’c in 
relationiliip bitiomi tin tivo biggist 
detiioiraitiof tin (mid Mi Pim/s 
visit laiiii sntii !/(/;; s aftii the visit of 
Pnsidtnt R(a\iiris Dijiiui Sicntaiy 
Ml Cailmii III flu ititinHiiiti}( fuiiod 
the lelatioiis hiluHiii India and USA 
swiin\{ like a ptiidiilutii swi,n(itii> hi 
Iwien aviiajfi to pool Mi Piiiysinsit 
was foUomd li/ tin visit of LIS Com 
merce Siiiitaiy Mr Ronald IIImon The 
insit lulpid ^’tvi a fill tin I boost to tin 
tradt relations 

Tin lin{li hid I isits indiiatt that the 
US jfovtiniinnl i non uco\{nisitn( tin 
iiiipoitanii of India— III its stiah^^ic as 
will as lionoiiiii plans 

INCE tlu md <)i tli« ( old WcJi 
USA has shown keenness, from 
time to tune to develop mihtaty as 
well as eLonomic cooperation Today 
economic component has become an 
important lomponent ot internation* 
al diplomacy Tlu i merging; 
economic potential ot India and as- 
scKiatiori with it can have umsider- 
able impac t on the w oi Id scene USA 
can not attord to ignore a potential 
market w hic h is larger that the whole 
ot Western [ urope put together This 
fact was dul) highlighted by Prime 
Minister PV Narasimha R.io when 
he \ isited USA in May, iyy4 

Prime Minister R.jo s visit, infact, 
paved the wa> toi normalisation of 
relations between the two countries 
The preceding twelve months had 
seen Iht relation stooping to the 
low'est levels liiespcmsible state¬ 
ments on Pun|ab and Kashmir by 
!>enu^r US officials, followed by cer¬ 
tain btatcmenls by President Clinton, 
resulted in relations going from bad 
to worst Fortunately for India, and 
also USA, USA lecognised soon that 


India must not be rubbed wrongly It 
realised that India is a major power ui 
South Asia, not |ust in terms of 
militarv might but also in terms ot 
population, size and strategic Icxa- 
tion No super-power tan ignore this 

Mr Perry s \ isit can be termed as 
a milestone in Indo-Ub relations It 
marks the beginning ot a new phase 
in a hitherto unexplored area ot com¬ 
mon seciiiitv interests The visit 
lesulttd in signing of an agreement 
envisaging incieastd interactmn be¬ 
tween Indian Ministiy ot Defence 
and its US counterpart, besides ex¬ 
panding the scofje and content of 
cooperative defence reseaich and 
production acbvities Titled Agreed 
Minute on Defence Cooperation ', the 
document has been described as the 
fust ot Its kind between the two 
Defence Ministries m the j>ost-a>ld 
war period 

Although Indo-US defence 
ccxrperation goes back to t‘Wl, when 
M.IV ice to service ccxrperation began, 
it could not go far because of lack of 
an institutionalised consultative 
priKess, which is very necessary 
when the Armed forces are under 
strong civilian control The recent 
agreements are expected to take care 
ot this shortcoming 

Prune Minister Rao expressed 
confidence that the visit of Mr Perry 
would strengthen the growing Indo- 
U*? contacts in various spheres Both 
MrRaoand Mr Perry favoured 'close 
consultations' on regional issues and 
those concerning global peace and 
sec urity 

Pnme Minister Rao agreed that 
the UN peace-keeping was an area in 
which the two countries could 
ccxvperate However, he emphasised 
that geound-rules for the same be 


clearly defined 

New Delhi and Washington dif¬ 
fer on certain aspecN of peace-keep¬ 
ing operations, like the command 
and control of forces, financing and 
duration ot such (Operations India 
favours the 'sunset clause' for bring¬ 
ing to a close operations that have 
outlived their ijtilitv At the same 
time there is c one ergence of views on 
the utility ot peace-keeping opera¬ 
tions and the necessity of a standby 
force for such tasks 

Mr Perry's v isit has given a new 
tw ist to the relations between the two 
ccountries The new parbiership en¬ 
sures that bilateral relations, especial¬ 
ly in the crucial area ot security, are 
not at the cost of their respective rela¬ 
tions with other countries Toda> 
USA is willing to listen carefully to 
India's core fundamental security 
concerns It agtees that the issues are 
far more complex than what appears 
on surface At the same time USA 
expects India to exeicise restraint and 
avoid escalation For India it is nOt 
difficult approach since restraint has 
been cornerstone i^f its security 
policies 

Increased economic ties: The 
visit of US Secretary ot Commerce, 
Mr Ronald Brown, as the head of a 
"presidential business development 
miuiun", resulted in setting up of the 
Indo-US Commercial Alliance, a 
super forum for bilateral consult¬ 
ations aimed at forging closer busi- 
ness-to-business links. The initial 
period of the alliai^ce will be two 
years 

Business collaborations—in 
power, telecommunications, m- 
iturance sector etc—envisaging US 
investment of $2.6 billion, were also 
signed during Mr Brown's visit 
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Soon after signing the memoran¬ 
dum of understanding. Union Com¬ 
merce Minister, Mr Pranab 
Mukherjee made the demand fur 
larger US-market access for its 
products. Mr Mukherjee said that an 
improved access to the markets of 
developed countries, especially the 
US, was critical for the "ronlinued 
success of our reforms prtKess". 

India also urged US to consider 
an extension of the Generalised Sys¬ 
tem of Preferences (GSP), for Indian 
exports to US, beyond July 31,1995. 
Indian exports to the US, under GSP, 
amount to more than $750 million 
and constitute about 17 per cent of 
India's total exports to USA. 

Mr Brown indicated that the 
growing commercial ties with India 
was the beginning of a new era of 
partnership between the two 
countriea He said that the business 
deals worth $2.6 billion were only the 
beginning. "We are encouraging bil¬ 
lions of dollars to come to India", he 
said. 

Mr Brown also delivered to 
Prime Minister Rao a letter from 
President Clinton in which he ex¬ 
pressed his keen desire to work with 
the' Indian Prime Minister, to con¬ 
solidate the US position as India's 
biggest partner and investor. 

During his discussions with the 
Indian leaders, Mr Brown em¬ 
phasised the need for steeper reduc¬ 
tion in tariff, greater Intellectual 
Property Rights (IPR) protection and 
opening up the banking and in¬ 
surance sector. 

The Indian response varied from 
issue to issue. Regarding the opening 
up of the insurance sector, the 
Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan 
Sin^, said that the government had 
undertaken the necessary consult¬ 
ations to build a consensus within the 
country and based on this a policy 
decision will be taken. On reduction 
in import tariffs, these will be 
progressively lowered in three to five 
years. As for IPR protecticm, India as¬ 
sured that it was ready to discus.s 
these within the World Trade Or¬ 
ganisation framework in a "construc¬ 
tive spirit". 
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Mr Jefferey E. Graten, US Under¬ 
secretary of Commerce for Interna¬ 
tional Trade, who accompanied Mr 
Brown, noted that within the next 
decade or so India would become one 
of the world's biggest and most im¬ 
portant emerging markets. The US 
would remain the world's most im¬ 
portant and mature market, he said. 

Mr Graten added, "we will both 
play a major role in the world, and 
are struggling to define that role. We 
both need each other in the new era 
ahead, where commercial ties and 
commercial enlargement will be at 
the core of our bilateral and global 
interests." 

Mr Graten made it clear that the 
new US approach to India was not 
based on commercial interests alone. 
"Economic growth in India is a 
powerful stabilising force in a region 
of the world where stability is of 
paramount importance", he pointed. 

Conclusion: There has never 
been a cause for direct confrontation 
between India and USA. Yet the rela¬ 
tions have mixjtly been cold. The cold 
war brought in artificial divisions be¬ 
cause of the distinct tilt of India 
towards the former Soviet Union. 
India never propagated as belonging 
to the Soviet camp but USA always 
considered India as unofficial mem¬ 
ber of the Soviet camp. The Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan made 
things worse. Pakistan suddenly be¬ 
came strategically very important for 
USA. And, Pakistan made the best 
use of the opportunity to become 
nuclear right under the US nose. 

Mistrusts are galore. These can¬ 
not be erased in one go. Although 
Afghanistan is no longer under 
Soviet occupation there has not been 
much change in US attitude towards 
Pakistan vis-a-vis Kashmir problem, 
terrorism and nuclear arms rare in 
South Asia. 

Pakistan is still considered a 
trusted ally and USA is not yet ready 
to openly condemn Pakistan for 
propagating terrorism across the bor¬ 
der and waging a proxy war in Kaz¬ 
min As long as USA does not openly 
condemn Pakistan on these counts, 
the mistrust between India and USA 
will remain. 


India also has points of disagree¬ 
ment with the US relating to stiffer 
protection for intellectual property 
rights, human rights in Kashmir and 
Punjab, and of course, the signing of 
nuclear non-proliferation treaty. 

On NPT India feels that it is un¬ 
fair to ask it to sign NPT while Pakis¬ 
tan has gone ahead and acquired full 
nuclear capability. Besides Pakistan, 
China too has an arsenal of weapons 
which too bothers India. Why should 
India be asked to control its defence 
programmes while the countries in 
the region have amassed weapons of 
mass destruction? 

India also feels that US can, but is 
not using Its clout with Pakistan to 
stop its proxy war against India. 
Pakistan's interference in Kashmir 
and Punjab is well known but the US 
Defence Secretary skirted such is¬ 
sues. 

Just as India needs US influence 
to solve its security problems and a 
greater access to US markets for 
economic development, USA needs 
India for its own economic and 
strategic gains. Major economic 
players are today competing to cap¬ 
ture the huge Indian market. USA can 
certainly not allow itself to be left be¬ 
hind in this race. Econmnic power is 
going to play a major role in coming 
years. Thus, a give and take relation¬ 
ship has to be developed. Of course, 
this has to be ensured that the conces- ^ 
sions are mutually beneficial and not ’ 
on the basis of unreasonable pres¬ 
sures and panicky responses. 

The United States and India have 
embarked on the road to security 
cooperation. This is a very positive 
sign, but will involve a great deal ctf 
serious working together.The first 
priority will be to establish mutual 
trust. 

Mr Perry was rightfully optimis¬ 
tic about the potential of Indo-US 
relations. Quoting ffhm Graham 
Greene he said, 'There always comes 
a moment in time when a door opens 
and lets dte future in." The end OT the 
cold war has <^)ened sudi a door. 

: "The future is out thers waiting to 
come in", Mr Peny added. 





_ SPECIAL FEATURE-II _ 

100 Years of Cinefriar 


T uesday, the seventh of July in 
the year 1896, the motion picture 
was born in India. It was described as 
'marvel of the century', 'the wonder 
of the world'. 

The first steps were taken by 
Harishchandra S. Bhatvadekar, better 
known as Save Oada. He got together 
two well-known wrestlers and 
phtrtographed a reel of their bout (en¬ 
titled Till’ Win-tlers). Another film he 
made was of some monkeys being 
trained by their master. Thus, within 
four years of its birth at Watson's 
Hotel Bombay, the cinema had made 
"spectacular" progress. 

Pimdalik, a religious drama, 
based on a story specially enacted for 
the camera by actors made up for 
their roles, was a feature film in every 
sense and has to he acknowledged as 
India's first picture, preceding D.G. 
Phalke's Raja Harishchaiuha, exactly 
by a year. 

It was finally with D.G. Phalke's 
Raja Harishchandra, released on May 
3, 1913, that the Indian feature film 
came into being and the foundation 
was laid for a film industry that was 
to become the biggest in the world. 
Raja Harishchandra was 3,700 feet 
long, four reels, and ran for fifty 
minutes. 

After 1920, Indian cinema 
shaped as an industry. This is most 
noticeable in pnxluction, which rose 
from a eight per year to eighteen 
(1920), forty (1921), eighty (1925) and 
a hundred and seventy-two at the 
turn of the decade. Boards of film 
censors were set up province-wise 
but they started functioning only 
from 1920. 

In the 1925-26, came a film by 
which Indian cinema came to be 
widely known on international level. 
It was The Light of Asia, The brain 
behind it wasHimansu Rai. 

The year 1928 saw some spec- 
tatular successes as well as some 


colossal failures. The first record of a 
silver jubilee run was in 1929, with 
Kapal Kundala running at for twenty- 
nine weeks. 

The most remarkable thing about 
the birtli of the sound film in India is 
that it did not come because of the 
silent films losing their hold and the 
box-office crumbling. 

The silent anema was at its peak 
when the talkie revolution came. The 
silent period scored the highest 
production features in its history, 
namely, 172 films in 1930 and 207 in 
1931. 

Films were completed quickly, 
some within ten davs. The average 
budget was around 20,000 rupees 
and only three prints were made. 
Stars were paid salaries. 

When Sulochana got five 
thousand for thirty-five days' work 
in Baburao Painter's Ltwe Immortal 
{Raaz Hahadur), she created a record 
for the highest ever paid amount. 

The censorship being mostly 
political, pas.sionate kisses and love 
scenes were qviite common. This is 
contrary to popular belief today that 
films those days were "pure". 

Another milestone was reached 
by Alain Am which was described as 
an 'all talking, singing, dancing' pic¬ 
ture and became an instant hit. 

Then came musical hits with 
Laila Majnu having twenty-two songs 
and Sliakuntala having forty nine! 

In 1935, It was Devdas which ex¬ 
erted an influence that lasted for 
years. Barua himself played Devdas, 
while in Hindi, Saigal gave it a kind 
of popular image, with his acting and 
singing. Two more big names who 
made their debut at this time were 
Mehboob and Sohrab Modi. 

With 1937 and its amazing string 
of achievements, the Indian cinema 
stepped into its golden age. The 
Quantity fell compared to 1^5 but 
tne quality improved. Topping the 


list was V. Shantaram's extraordinary 
work and easily among the best films 
made in India, Duniya na Mane 
(Hindi) and Kunku (Marathi). 

The last year of the nineteen thir¬ 
ties also marked the crossing of twen¬ 
ty-five years by the Indian film and so 
the .silver jubilee celebrations were 
held in May, 1V09. 

In its twenty-sixth year, the film 
industry held the eighth rank among 
Indian industries and fourth among 
the cinema industries of the world. Its 
total investment was Rs17crores and , 
it employed 4{),00() people. ' 

The year 1941, the last in the 
golden era, was marked with films of 
exceptional ment as well as box-of¬ 
fice pull. By 1943, the industry began 
to feel the stress of the war. Shortage 
of raw stock led feature films to be 
restricted in length and production. 
Censorship was made stricter. 
Nationalistic songs, photos of natiim- 
al leaders and all references to 
Gandhiji were forbidden. There was 
a tilt to musicals. Smuggling of na¬ 
tional sentiments into songs or . 
dialogue was pursued and of^ suc¬ 
ceeded because of the subtlety of lan¬ 
guage. 

In 1945, the total production fell 
into a new low of 99 films, of which 
74 were in Hindi. The trend of musi¬ 
cals, romantic melodramas, legen¬ 
dary and pseudo-historical tales 
continued, as they were profitable 
and steered clear of censor troubles. 

Dilip Kumar had made his debut 
in 1944. Raj Kapoor appeared in Neel * 
Kamal in 1947. Dev Anand started in 
1946. Meena Kumari, Kamini 
Kaushal, Suraiya, Nirupa Roy were 
also soon to attain fame. 

In 1948, the Hindi screen was in- ' 
vaded by the South, with Gemini's 
blockbuster Chandralekha. Gemini 
Studios, established in 1940 in ) 
Madras, had made nine films in ^ 
South Indian languages, including | 
the Tamil Chandralekha, when S.S. ; 
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Vaban hit upon the idea of making its 
Hindi version 

An artistic invasion of the Hindi 
screen was made by Ra| Kapoor with 
Afljy, the story of an artist and his sad 
romances with three girls, played by 
Nargis, Kamini Kaushal and Nigai 

In 1949, the Cmemakigraph Att 
was amended to make censoiship a 
central subject, as per recommenda¬ 
tions of the 1927 Enquiry Committee 
There were now two classes o( i ensor 
certificates. A' tor adults only and 
'U' for universal exhibition 

The films ot the last tew decades 
have beome escapist tare, higlilv fan¬ 
ciful In such a situation, a leaclion 
was natural The reaction came with 
the arrival of Satyajit Ray and his 
classic Pttllhi Panchali which opened 
up a new path Raj Kapoor made 
Rnho which won the (.rand Prix at 
Karlov v Vary 

Guru Dutt made Pyaa^a, a dw>ply 
moving and lealistic film of a poet s 
quest for love and struggle against a 
meiciless wot Id Otherwise the 
anema presented a dismal picture 
Gloss and glamour, masala and foi 
mula pushed lationale to the point ot 
exit 

The industry s Golden jubilee 
year gave nothing novel or creative 
Gtxxl films came from K A Abbas 
and Bimal Roy and Sunil Dutt An 
awaieness about simple low-budget, 
non-star film shot on Uvales was 
brought to the Hindi cinema by 
Mnnal Sen s IUiupuh ‘Hhvuc 

The next phase sivv absurdity, 
vulgarity, sex and violence mounting 
the screen in the garb of entertain¬ 
ment One exception was Hrishikesh 
Muketji who made quite a lovable 
little him Amtid Giilzar s films 
struck a mid-way path successfully 

Realistic unema did not die as 
Mani Kaul s Duvidha, Avatar Kaul's 
27 Dotmt and M S Sathyu's Gaiam 
Hava mounted the screen Shyam 
Benegal made Ankur and Govind 
Nihalani made his own off-beat 
films 

Basu Chatteqi's Rajntgandha and 
Mamilen Aur Bhi Hatn, Panmu, 
Tnsandhya, and in a way Virya Dm 
Nayee Rmt, Mnnal Sen's Oiorus and 
Ritwick Ghatak's swan-song luktt 


Takoo Ar Capfw were notable Satyajit 
Ray's creative entry in the Hindi field 
with Premchand's Shat rat ke Khiladt 
did not create even a ripple. 

The new-wave or parallel cinema 
reached its peak with Aakrosh, Albert 
Pinto ko Ou<iui Kyon Aata Hat, Chakra 
Chirutha Uia-^hme Buddoot, 16 
Chovrinj^liic lam (in English) and 
Umitto Jaan 

Today everything has become 
surface gloss, shiny and insincere as a 
whore s smile Films are trashy, 
cinematic graffiti, pale and meftec- 
tiial copies of Hollywood originals 
They hav« neither heart nor st>ul 

The cost ot production has 
reached mciedibly high levels Meh- 
boob Kh<m had signed Nargis, Dihp 
Kumar and Raj Kapcxir tor Andaz for 
a total ot seventy-five thousand 
rupees Today you sign one big hero 
and one big heroine and you have to 
set aside a crore of rupees for them 

Film died and action and rape 
came in 'Specialists who were con¬ 
sidered helping hands at one time, 
became gods Take Saroj Khan, the 
d.ime directoi Fhty have become so 
profit lint at their woik that the way 
was cleared for just any Tom, Dick 
and Harry to become directors 

The ' art cinema had nothing 
'artv about It It was born out ot the 
reaction to senseless, mindless mix¬ 
tures of muck-rakers who were out to 
lake in piles ot filthy lucre These 
tilm-makeisstuck toa realistic depic¬ 
tion of character and situation How- 
ever, their work was praised by 
critics but failed at the box-office 

TIh* arty ' film-makers are also 
guilty because they shun providing 
entertainment Hence masses find 
their work dull and boiing 

This messy state of affairs began 
to sprout complications of a strarting- 
ly different nature when that 
abonunatwn named video invaded the 
industry Overnight, video devalued 
this striking new invention of the 
twentieth-century—a basically 
larger-than-life phenomenon—to 
bonsai size, reduced it to an item 
which could be bought and sold 
across the counters or the grexery- 
stores like soap Or hired for mass- 
viewing on the TV sets in people's 


homes. The grandeur, the larger- 
than-life splendour of cinema was 
miniaturised 

The movie-mdustry was thrown 
into chaos because of video, and 
cable-TV and now foreign television 
channels beaming via satellite 

There are two sides to this media 
revolution The plus poinfs are that 
you see films made years ago and 
films made in other countries You 
see them free in your own homes 
Another plus point is that the 
producers at these films get paid for 
all kinds of rights now 

On the other side is the view¬ 
point that the motion-film must be 
seen in the auditonum w here on that 
larger-than-life screen in Iront ot you 
which you are watching with single- 
minded concentration all the visual 
and aural subtleties 

Those who found it cheaper to sit 
at home and vvati h movies on video, 
found that the entire bottom one- 
third of their TV screen was running 
Ads non-stop—^/Xds of all kinds of 
consumer products -which ruined 
the movie 

Video piracy was yet another 
aspect of the problem It caused 
heart-bum and financial loss to tilm- 
makets As a result the Copyright Act 
had to be amended twice in the last 
ten years 

Melody has come back into 
Hindi mcwies m a very big way in 
1990s 

With heaps of money coming to 
the producer over and above the 
standard distribution rights, it is no 
wonder that there are people, most of 
them with black money, who are 
rushing in, attracted by easy money 
To counter the impact of video, 
film-producers are now resorting to 
another ploy. They are makmg big- 
star, big-set, big-everything films so 
that they can be enjoyed only m a 
theatre hall Others do not make 
videos till the film has come off the 
theatres This is the n^nner in which 
film IS now being fashioned as we 
close to the twenty-first century 
Star-sj«tem, video and cinema 
have gut mixed up m conflicting cur¬ 
rents Eventually, ail the elements 
will, like water, find thetr own levd. 
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Role of Bureaucracy in 
Economic Development 


Economic development is one of the 
most important objectives in most of the 
developing world. While the developed 
countries lay emphasis on maintenance 
and service administration, the etnphasis 
of national policy in the Third World are 
on comprehensive and all round balanced 
economic dei>elopment. Economic 
development carries a more comprehen¬ 
sive meaning as compared to the tradi¬ 
tional narrow meaning covering only the 
economic aspects of life. Bureaucracy in 
every country has a special role to play in 
preparing developmental plans and their 
effective administration. In most of the 
developing countries execution ef the 
developmental plans is the direct respon¬ 
sibility of Bureaucracy. Development ad¬ 
ministration has, thus, emerged as a 
special field in Bureaucracy xvhich is part 
and parcel of its overall administrative 
responsibilities. 

Comprehensive 

Development 

ONVENTIONALLY, economic 
development refers to increase in 
Cross Domestic Product (GDP) as 
well as per capita CDP over a longer 
period of time. Of late, the term 
development has been sub-divided 
in rural development and urban 
development. In a country like India 
where over 70 per cent of the total 
population lives in the rural areas, 
rural development has been iden¬ 
tified with economic development It 
is only during the more recent past 
that need for uroan development was 
also realised and a comprehens^e 
programme for urban development 
was undertaken. 

Traditionally, rural development 
has been the essence of economic 
development in India. As majority of 
rural mpulation is dependent on 
agriculture, directly or indirectly, 
economic development foundits ex¬ 
pression through land refortps and 
agricultural development through 


green revolution. However, it has 
now been realised that development 
of agriculture is only a part of rural 
development. There are several other 
areas in economic development 
which cannot be ignored to achieve 
self-sustaining ectmomic growth. 

A modern and broader concept 
of development essentially includes 
development of primary sector, 
balanced industrial growth, human 
resource development and upgrada- 
tion of human skills, development of 
tertiary sector, including improve¬ 
ment in services, trade and transport, 
and building up of social and 
economic infrastructure to achieve 
fuller utilisation of available physical 
and human resources. While agricul¬ 
ture and industry supplement each 
other, tertiary sector and develop¬ 
ment of social and economic in¬ 
frastructure creates conducive 
climate for rapid economic 
development. Such a concept of 
economic development ensures in¬ 
creased ability of a country to cope 
with changes towards pre-deter- 
mined political, social and 
economic objectives. 

This new concept has 
predominant social and political 
overtones. It is essential that a society 
forges ahead with increased levels of 
development. Traditions must give 
way to modern and scientific 
thoughts. Social equality, higher 
levels of literacy, demographic 
balance and secular temperament are 
some of the attributes of developed 
social attitudes. Similarly, increased 
political education and'awarenes.s, 
increased rationality, equality and 
politicai participation must be wit¬ 
nessed in a developing society. Any 
development without these socio¬ 
political aspects cannot be con¬ 
sidered complete. And to achieve this 
difficult tasK, bureaucracy plays a 


vital role as an executing agency. 

Core Agency 

N most of the developing world 
bureaucracy is the core agency to 
execute the development administra¬ 
tion plans. Here the word, 
"bureaucracy" does not confine itself. 
to the top administrators at State, dis- ‘ 
trict or block level but includes the 
entire bureaucratic machinery right 
from the top to the bottom of ad« 
ministrative set-up. In effect, lower ; 
echelons of bureaucracy are more in- ■ 
volved in developmental process, as i 
this level of administration comes in ; 
closer contact with the general 
public. 

In most of the developing 
countries administrative set-up is the 
result of colonial legacy and the sys¬ 
tem evolved by the erstwhile colonial 
powers which is still continuing with 
minor modifications. Unlike in the 
developed West, where normally the 
policy of Laissez Faire is adopted by 
the government and the market for¬ 
ces of demand and supply are al¬ 
lowed to operate freely, the executive 
in the developing countries has a 
more comprehensive, participative 
and direct role. Invariably, the main 
instrument of the executive is 
bureaucracy. Rationality and efficien¬ 
cy have been identified as two most 
important attributes of any 
bureaucratic system. It is a broader ' 
system which follows a given hierar¬ 
chy of personnel, a given set of rules, 
merit based selection, prq:>er main¬ 
tenance of records and clearly 
defined spheres of authority and 
responsibility. In addition to the 
traditional tasks of revenue collection 
and law and order maintenance, a 
variety of otlier tasks are also assigned 
to this System. In developing . 
economies, where the State has as¬ 
sumed die rde of prcmiater, producer 
and nwketeer, the respoasibUity of the 
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administration increases enormous¬ 
ly 

In India, the traditional ' steel 
frame', as the bureaucracy is known, 
provides the basic structure tor ad¬ 
ministration and economic develop¬ 
ment Ill addition to the traditional 
functions, developmental roles like 
promotion ot industries execution 
and administration of land reforms, 
execution of rural divelopment 
programmes, regulation ot services, 
development of socio-economic in¬ 
frastructure, management of public 
sector enterprises and exc^cution of 
the programmes of national impor¬ 
tance are performed by the 
bureaucracy 

It would, howe\ er, be wrong to 
presume that all these ptogmiiimes 
and policies are being executed flaw¬ 
lessly Several inherent bottlenecks 
make it virtually impossible to ex¬ 
ecute these plans and programmes w 
tola Despite several defiiiencies in 
execution, developmental plans are 
executed in a fairly etficient manner 
in India, given the inbuilt constiaints 
of a less developed country like 
ours The weaknesses of this sys¬ 
tem have been debated upon 
numerous times but due to lack of 
any feasible alternative at present, 
the Indian government has con¬ 
tinued to repose its faith in gixid old 
bureaucratic system 

Prevailing Practices 

Y far, most ot the de\eloping 
countries have similar system of 
development administration How¬ 
ever, in the developed count!les, the 
practice differs significantly I or ex¬ 
ample, USA has a far more informal 
and flexible bureaucratic organisa¬ 
tion Germany is yet another extreme 
where rigid social structure is aptly 
reflected in its strict and ngid ad¬ 
ministration, which has assumed 
some degree of flexibility after Ger¬ 
man re-unitication However, 
decentralisation of the entire ad¬ 
ministration is an essential and com¬ 
mon feature m most ot the developed 
countires 

The experience of most of the 
developing nations has bien to the 
contrary Even in economies hke 
China and japan, which have shown 


rapid economic development during 
the last two decades, the administra¬ 
tive system had been centralised to a 
great extent These economies faced 
problems of development which 
were similar to the problems faced by 
India—unproductive agriculture, 
less developed industry and 
higher levels of unemployment 
The bureaucratic system in China 
was different and agraiian 
development was achieved 
through collective farming But 
the bureauciatic organisation of 
the communist party was akin to 
the bureaucratic set-up in any 
other developing country 

There are several factors respon¬ 
sible for difference in approach to 
development in the developed West 
and the developing countries The 
most important one is that the 
developed countries grew by way of 
natural process while the developing 
countries were, all of a sudden left to 
find for themselves, by the colonial 
powers, after cenlunes of economic 
and social exploitation These 
countries started the process of 
development without any resources 
and technical know-how and the 
only alternative was to seek financial 
and technological aid from the world 
community As tiuse resources were 
extremely scarce, it was considered 
necessary to keep their control stiict- 
ly with the public authorities These 
compulsions resulted in widening 
the role of bureaucracy from that of 
proinotor to entrepreneur and 
regulator, making it the most important 
tool in development administration 
Ihe existing bureaucratic system 
has several inherent drawbacks 
which need to be addiessed immedi¬ 
ately In a weltare Mate like ours, ac¬ 
tive involvement of the masses is 
essential for successful implementa¬ 
tion of any programme aimed at 
socio-economic development Bar¬ 
ring the initial stages of develop¬ 
ment, when community 
development programme was 
launched, Indian administrative set¬ 
up has failed to ensure active par¬ 
ticipation of masses in the process of 
economic development, particularly 
rural development Another draw¬ 
back hair been that the higher-level 


bureaucracy has confined itself to the 
so-called ivory towers It has been ex¬ 
perienced that higher an officer 
moves m administrative hierarchy, 
farther he or she moves from the mas¬ 
ses Inaccessibility of senior 
bureaucrats has acted as a constraint 
in the development of a country hke 
ours Yet another drawbacic is the in¬ 
creasing level of corruption Al¬ 
though corruption in public offices 
has been auepted to be a common 
phenomenon in the developing 
countries, it has retfuded the process of 
development considerably 

Interference in administration by 
the politicians has been vet another 
important factor which has 
weakened the administration Con¬ 
stitutionally the legislators are 
responsible for nlaking legislations, 
thereby giving the bioad policy 
guidelines for day-to-day ad¬ 
ministration But, the interference of 
the legislators as well as other 
politicians in the day to day ad¬ 
ministration has resulted in 
politicisation of administration The 
generalist character of civil service 
has also acted as a dampener Every 
civil servant is considered to be a 
generalist who can handle top-most 
positions in highly technical depart¬ 
ments with considerable ease 
Without professional management 
quaiificaitons, a civil service officer is 
expected to be a successful executive 
in a public sector enterprise This has 
resulted in lacklustre performance by' 
the civil servants and calls for cul¬ 
tivating expertise among the 
generalists so that the civil servents 
also develop some specialisation 
during their career 

Conclusion 

HE coming years are bkely to wit¬ 
ness increasing association of 
Panchayati Ra] Institutions and volun¬ 
tary organisations m the field of 
development administration How¬ 
ever, despite that bureaucracy is likely 
to be the key player in the arena of 
administration of economic develop¬ 
ment It's close association with 
Panchayati organisations and non¬ 
government oiganisations will certain¬ 
ly improve the deliveiy system as well 
as output 
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Political Ideology and 
Economic Policy 


PoUtutd enimonmmt tn any <>yitem 
plays a vital role in dctuwumni the pact 
of economic deoelopmtnt History of 
humanity i<s replete with tin txiiinplis oj 
countries whith madt outstanding 
strides in icononiic dtvtlopnunt in a 
stable poUtual environnunt Examplts 
also exist whin lountius with tmimiist 
potential Jor divihpnunt and i^imions 
endowmtnf ofresourcisJmU d to achieiv 
the desirt d levels of giowth diu to poliii 
cal mstabdity Rilatioily shmr grotvth 
rate m most of tin Afiuan lountrus is 
among other things also attributed to 
military and dictatoruil ngtniis when 
instability and unceitainty about tin 
government advirsily affntui Hu 
economic dtvelopnunt dnutly How 
ever the countrus with autoiratn 
Governments foi nlatnuly longii 
stictilusoflinu haw doiu inuchbitUrso 
far as economic di vclopnu nt is ion 
cemed astlu longer ruh piovididpolitt 
cal certainty and stability to msun 
sustaindbU long term devtlopnunt 

Theoretical Framework 

I N the theory of political 
thought, econoniit framework 
conducive to tin proposed 
political philosophy has always 
been integral part of the philosophy 
The earliest political thought of Plato, 
which formed the basis ot political 
philosophy of Greek, also envisaged 
an economic system which is also 
referred to as Plato's communism A 
communism of propert) and fanuly 
wasadvcxatedbvPiato It was feared 
that a desite to have personal proper¬ 
ty would result in raising personal 
ambitions Plato feared that such a 
situation would result in a clash be¬ 
tween the interests ot tht state as well 
as the individuals The philosophy 
thus advocated destruction ot the 


talse notion of self to promote the 
integrated society as a wWe The in¬ 
stitution of common messing out of 
private lands available in ancient 
Sparta also reflects a touch of com 
munism Not that the projxised com¬ 
munism w as good, but this economic 
polic v was perieiv ed as part and par¬ 
cel ot political system 

bven the second Greek jxilitical 
philosopher, Aristotle, found 
economic sjstem as pait and parcel 
ot politiuil ideology As against the 
communism of Plato, Aristotle recog¬ 
nised till personal wealth of in¬ 
dividuals To him, property was a 
natuial and normal instrument and 
extension ot personality In other 
winds while Plato appeared to be an 
ancient communist, Aristotle 
believed in capitalism and individual 
ownership Aniicnt Roman political 
philosophy also recognised the right 
to personal property 

The changing tunes continued to 
influenie the economic basis and 
them Its in tht political systems 
Larlv medieval political thought 
again adv mated a sixialistic six itty 
wheie communism was not advo- 
cattd as compulsory and essential 
ttaturi but was reflected as optional 
and originating out of chanty Con¬ 
cept ot scxrial equality was promoted 
but only as a natural feeling among 
the rich for the pixirer sections and 
not as an explicit manifestation of the 
State During the middle and later 
middle ages most of the political 
theorists advocated socialistic 
economy with a very mild type of 
communism, with emphasis on dis¬ 
tributive justice 

Hence, till the arrival of Karl 
Marx on the scene of political 


philosophy, most of the political 
thinkers advocated a definite 
economic policy for their political 
systems It IS, however, admitted that 
before Karl Marx and Frederick En¬ 
gels, no political thinker suggested a 
comprehensive economic system by 
doing detailed economic analysis 

Analysis of Karl Marx 

T he w orks of Karl Marx were 
essentially part of political 
ideology which was based 
on strong economic con¬ 
cepts He held a firm belief that man 
was more eiononiic rather than 
political animal His three main 
works, including the Communist 
Manifesto, the Critique ol Political 
Economy and Das Capital, reflect the 
essence of his political and economic 
philosophy Tnis is one glaring ex¬ 
ample where a distinct economic 
philosophy also created an entirely 
new political system where the 
Government was to be based on 
siKio-economic equality, ownership 
ot resources by the society jointly and 
demolition of capitalism 

Marx emphasised on the theory 
of surplus value In a capitalist 
society labour adds value to the 
goods produced but the labour is not 
paid the equal value for its hard 
work The surplus value is ap¬ 
propriated by the capitalists as profit 
This process of accumulation of 
surplus results in concentration of 
capital in the hands of capitalists The 
basic assumption of Marx was dialec¬ 
tic materialism ft means that the 
world, by its very nature is material 
and evolution of the world Is not on 
the idea of Universal Spirit but on the 
material forces. Human brain, as per 
Marx, IS material and generator df 
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thought. Marx conceives of history as 
a struggle between economic classes 
which results in dialectic evolutlcm. 

After outlining the economic 
basis, Marx evolved his political 
Ideology. Envisaged in the com> 
munist manifesto, Marx propounds 
"true" democracy by laying down 
that the first step in revolution is to 
raise the proletariat to the position of 
ruling class. The programme of ac¬ 
tion to achieve this would include 
abolition of personal property and in¬ 
heritance, nationalisation of produc¬ 
tion, credit, communication, 
transport and other means of nation¬ 
al importance. This thought furthei 
believed that the working class, after 
the class struggle would take over the 
political and economic control of the 
State, which would result in abolition 
of capitalism. After a brief transition¬ 
al period of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat, a new political associa¬ 
tion would emerge in which free 
development of every individutal is to 
take place. The final stage of com¬ 
munism was envisaged to be the 
Stateless scKiety in which, due to 
man's rational conduct, there would 
be no need for a regulatory authority 
in the form of a State and every in¬ 
dividual will conform to a code 
which IS necessary in the overall in¬ 
terest of the society. Political theories, 
during the evolution of various 
political philosophies, thus specifi¬ 
cally dealt with the economic policies 
to be pursued with a view to achieve 
the political ends. Some of these 
theories have been practically fol¬ 
lowed during the past several cen¬ 
turies in various countries. 

Indian ^cperience 

I NDIAN experience in this 
respect has been chequered. 
Before independence, the 
Britishers followed a policy of 
economic exploitation of India. The 
political system was so designed as to 
ensure that the Indians could not 
have any say in political and 
economic matters. Systematic and 
well organised economic exploitation 
ensured export of raw material from 
India to Britain and import of 
flni^ed products from dieie. Tlds, i 


on the one hand resulted in export of 
valuable raw material from India, 
and on the other, resulted in destruc¬ 
tion of traditional artists and artisansjOr 
and aggravated poverty and misery 
among the Indian masses. 

After independence, first three 
decades witnessed uninterrupted 
rule by one political party. Pt Jawahar 
Lal Nehru laid the foundation of 
economic philosophy for develop¬ 
ment and provided political leader¬ 
ship upto 1964. influenced by 
socialistic ideology, Nehru decided to 
adopt the Soviet Model of five-year 
plans for rapid economic develop¬ 
ment. Devastated by the tragedy of 
partition, private capital was not 
coming forth to set up basic and 
heavy industries which needed huge 
capital investment, long gestation 
period and gave low returns. Nehru, 
therefore, adopted the mixed 
economy model, a model still form¬ 
ing the basis of our economic policy. 
It was decided to encourage the 
public sector in a big way. High 
priority was assigned to in¬ 
dustrialisation to provide conducive 
climate for development. First Five- 
Year Plan was basically a rehabilita¬ 
tion plan for the population uprooted 
in the partition of the country. 

Second Five-Year Plan, which 
was based on Mahalanobts Model, 
gave true expression to politico- 
economic philosophy in Indian con¬ 
text, which also came to be known as 
Nehruvian Model. Taking a cue from 
the erstwhile Soviet Union, Nehru 
propagated the concept of a socialis¬ 
tic State with a mixecl economic sys¬ 
tem. Second Plan also laid a strong 
foundation for heavy industrialisa¬ 
tion as well as State owned public 
sector enterprises. Nehru had a scien¬ 
tific temper and also initiated the 
process of devel<^ment in the field of 
science and technology. Special em¬ 
phasis was placed on space research, 
nuclear research for peaceful pur¬ 
poses, defence research and develop¬ 
ment, and research and development 
in exploration of oceans. Outstand¬ 
ing a^ievements recorded by Indian 
scientists today are the direct result of 
political fore»ght during the Second 
Five-Year Plan. Even in the field of 


industry, India is ahead of many 
develi^ing countries and almost all 
industrial g(x>ds are manufactured in 
i«l|ulj^j^tpday. For the systematic 
*. 4 levelc^m 0 m<»f indigenous industry, 
the government impo^^eavy im¬ 
port d Rated the im¬ 

ports and exercised complete control 
over the growth of industries by 
licencing and other regulatory con¬ 
trols. This resulted in protecticm to 
the infant industries and their growth 
over a longer period of time. 

Political stability and consistency 
during the frrst three plans ensured 
good s(x:io-economic achievements. 
Public sector played an impressive 
role in development of infra-struc¬ 
ture, employment generation and 
providing basic and key industries. 
At the same time, distributive justice 
was also high on the political agenda 
of the government and well-being of 
the pcxirer and backward sections of 
the society was accorded high 
priority. Departure of Nehru did not 
prompt any material change in scKio- 
economic ^licies of the government, 
with the exception of renewed focus 
on agriculture without undermining 
the importance of industries. Arrival 
of the Green Revolution was in¬ 
evitable after carrying out agrarian 
and land reforms. Introduction of 
high-yield varieties of seeds, chemi¬ 
cal fertilizers, irrigation facilities and 
mechanisation of agriculture resulted 
i in a quantum jump in agricultural 
production, making the country self- 
dependent on agriculture for the first 
time after independence. The regime 
of Mrs Indira Gandhi further con¬ 
solidated the economic gains of the 
yester-years. Nehru's basic 
philosophy was upheld and with the 
rising levels of development, focus 
gradually ^fted to rural develop¬ 
ment. The concept of scKialism was 
further extended and consolidated 
by some bold decisions like bank 
nationalisation and abolition of privy 
purses. These decisions were essen¬ 
tially aimed at distributive justice 
and prevention of concentration of 
economic power in a few hands. 

Two-year period of internal 
emergency, from 1975 to 1977, 
provided complete political stability 
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and external environment for rapid 
economic development. However, 
unduly heavy curbs on liberty of 
masses were not appreciated by 
anyone, which resulted in change of 
government at the Centre in 1977. 
This brief political change witnessed 
slight deviation in pi>litical ideology 
and economic policies. Lesser con¬ 
fidence was now reposed in the 
public sector and the private sector 
was assigned a more important role. 
However, Janata Party Government 
was too complex a blend of 
ideologies to result in any material 
change in the direction of economy. 
Soon, political differences among the 
top leaders of the ruling party sur¬ 
faced and the economic policy also 
became rudderless. Re-emergence of 
Mrs Gandhi on the political scene vir¬ 
tually wiped out the impact of 
change in economic policies during 
this period and almost all the old 
policies were restored with renewed 
vigour. 

The era of Rajiv Gandhi signalled 
the advent of a new blend of political 
and economic ideology. An extension 
of existing Congress ideology, Rajiv 
Gandhi's political policies were in¬ 
itiated with stress on cleanliness in 
political life. The economic policies 
also witnessed a marked variation. 
From the existing system of controls, 
licences, regulations and high tariffs, 
a gradual but steady transformation 
to the policies of opennes.s, de-regula¬ 
tions, selective de-controls and 
cautious de-licencing commenced. 
Changed internal and external 
scenario also underlined the urgent 
need to re-define the roles of public 
and private sectors. There was a 
general realisation that the private 
sector mtist be given more important 
role in economic development and 
existing controls and regulations 
should be slowly pulled down. 
Public sector enterprises had also 
failed to generate desired levels of 
surpluses and barring a few, most of 
the Public Sector Enterprises, both 
Central as well as State-owned, had 
degenerated into the monoliths of in¬ 
efficiency and corruption. The novel 
concept of public sector was still 
relevant but must of these enterprises 

•7a MARCH'9S COMPETITION MASTER 


needed revamping and complete 
overhauling. Amidst strong resis¬ 
tance from the bureaucracy, the new 
economic policies were introduced in 
a phased manner. But for a brief 
period of political uncertainty and 
upheaval, it was expected that the 
country would have slowly switched 
over to more liberalised system in a 
smooth manner. 

The brief period of National 
Front and Janata Dal governments 
could not provide the desired direc¬ 
tion to the economic policies. The 
reasons are not difBcuit to seek. First¬ 
ly the tenure of these governments 
was too short to leave any significant 
mark and secondly, the government 
was so badly bogged down in politi¬ 
cal problem that it could not pay any 
attention to the economic policy. To 
make the things worse, the threat of 
Gulf-war and suspension of oil sup¬ 
plies from the Middle East put heavy 
strain on the economy. 

Watershed Year 

T he year 1991 has a special 
significance in economic his¬ 
tory of our country. The 
economic scenario was very 
bleak when Narasimha Rao Govern¬ 
ment took over the reigns of the 
country. It was an year of great divide 
when, for the first time after inde¬ 
pendence, economic compulsions 
directed the political ideology. Al¬ 
though a Congress government was 
ruling, the policies followed by this 
new government were obviously 
non-Congress. Several factors were 
responsible for the new set of ideol¬ 
ogy. Foreign exchange reserves were 
at a precariously low level. Exports 
and imports were stagnant and over¬ 
all economic activity was at a low 
ebb. Industrial growth rate, in par¬ 
ticular, was negative. Level (^invest¬ 
ment, both domestic as well as 
foreign, was very low. The danger of 
mounting fcneign debt was looming 
large over the country. 

To overcome this difficult situa¬ 
tion radical economic policy was re¬ 
quired to be followed. The World 
Bank and International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) laid down several condi¬ 
tions for lending beyond a particular 


limit These conditions were: control 
of inflation rate to 8 per cent level, 
restricting the fiscal (leficit, making 
the rupee convertible in a phased 
manner, dismantling the tariff bar¬ 
riers and reducing the existing 
restrictions on foreign exchange. 
Despite strong opposition from 
several quarters tne government 
decided to go in for the new 
economic policy of structural 
reforms, liberalisation and globalisa¬ 
tion. A political party which always 
professed socialism and mixed 
economy, suddenly became an advo¬ 
cate of "market driven economy". 

More than three years of new 
economic policy are marked by 
several economic achievements. 
Foreign exchange reserves position 
improved so dra'matically that the 
government now faces a prcAilem of 
plenty. Export and import growth 
rates have shown remarkable ap¬ 
preciation during the current and 
previous financial year. Inflation rate 
has been kept under control and fis¬ 
cal deficit is also within reasonable 
limits. After remaining subdued 
during the past two years, industrial 
growth rate during the current finan¬ 
cial year is likely to bounce back to 
about 7 per cent. 

Just when everything appeared 
to be going well on political and 
economic fronts, the ruling party was 
confronted with baffling defeat in 
two important southern States of 
Andhra Pradesh and Karnataka. Al¬ 
though the elections Were not a 
referendum on the ongoing reforms, 
yet the result did have some political 
backlash. Resignations by certain 
political heavy weights put pressure 
on the advixxites of reforms. It is 
being said that the package of 
reforms did not have anything fw the 
poorer sections which have ^n left 
to fend for themselves. Political 
developments in the following 
mondis would reveaLwhether politi¬ 
cal considerations again take the 
driving seat and guide the economic 
wlicy. If the statements made by the 
Prime Minister are any indication, it 
is unlikely that the irreversible 
process of reforms would be affected. 
However, political considerations 
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may onc« again influence the 
economic policy and result in a 
populist package for the weaker sec¬ 
tions of the society. Also considering 
the feet that next general elections are 
less than two years apart, the pace of 
reforms may be slowed and populist 
measures are adopted. Considering 
the unending process where politico 
ideology and economic policy in¬ 
fluence each other continuously, this 
development is more likely to take 
place. 

Global Scenario 

N ot only in India, but 
globally too it has been es¬ 
tablished that political 
ideology and economic 
policy have inter-dependent relation¬ 
ship. Economic philosophy of 
western democracies has traditional¬ 
ly been capitalism, where minimum 
interference by the State in the mat¬ 
ters of economic policy is advocated. 
Capitalism also means free interac¬ 
tion of market forces of demand and 
supply. Western capitalism was the 
direct result of industrial revolution 
which further resulted in concentra¬ 
tion of economic resources in a few 
hands. The imperial powers, which 
set up their colonies in most parts of 
Africa and Asia, tried to establish the 
same system in these impoverished 
economies also, but it resulted in in¬ 
creased economic disparities. This 
exploitation of the poor in capitalistic 
systems paved way for communism. 
After the second World War, the com¬ 
munist ideology caught the imagina¬ 
tion of almost half the world and in 
addition to them existing communist 
heav)nveights like USSR and China, 
almost half the Europe and several 
other countries embraced com¬ 
munism with the hope of doing jus¬ 
tice to the poorer sections of the 
society. Primarily a political ideology, 
conununism resulted in controlling 
market forces and collective owner¬ 
ship of national resources. Initial 
results were very encouraging and by 
the end of seventies, it appeared to be 
a very good political ideology. 

Towards the mid-eightie>, the 
monolith of communism started 
developing cracks. The economic 
philosc^hy of Karl Marx failed to 


reach the final stage where autocracy 
of the ruling class of workers and 
farmers was to result in the end of the 
State and the sy^em was to take care 
of itselt with minimum need for 
governance. To the contrary, the com¬ 
munist party continued to strengthen 
its grip over the day to day ad¬ 
ministration and the system gradual¬ 
ly started degenerating into the 
aristocracy by ^e rubng class in the 
Communist Party. Continued sup¬ 
pression of market forces resulted in 
distortion of the system and resultant 
economic chaos in most of the com¬ 
munist countries. 

Sensing the inherent inconsisten¬ 
cies in the system early, China intro¬ 
duced some timely measures to 
modify the system accordingly. 
Within the communist system China 
allowed partial interaction of market 
forces and also allowed the entry of 
multinational companies in crucial 
areasof their economy. The process of 
reforms was also introduced in the 
erstwhile USSR but it was already too 
late and it failed to stem the rot a the 
system. The disenchantment with the 
system resulted in declining public 
support to the political system as 
such and early nineties witnessed the 
collapse of communist system in 
former Soviet Union and the entire 
East Europe. The economic compul¬ 
sions resulted in overthrow of age- 
old communist system. With the 
exception of China and Cuba, com¬ 
munism as a politico-economic ideol¬ 
ogy has been wiped out completely 
from the face of the earth. 

The so-called "economies in 
transition", after switching over to 
the democratic ideology have 
embraced the market driven system 
in which the market forces of 
demand and supply play a 
prominent rede. It is expected that the 
new prescription of economic policy 
would uplift these economies from 
dire straits. Easy availability of credit 
for these countries, of course, would 
be an added advantage. Direct 
linkage and mutual inter-depend¬ 
ence of political system and 
economic pursuit is also amply 
demonstrated by die present policies 
adopted by China where economic 


compulsions have forced the com¬ 
munist Government to open up its 
economy for technological collabora¬ 
tions with multinational western 
companies and allow partial opera¬ 
tion of market forces of demand and 
supply within their communist sys¬ 
tem—a strange combination by any 
standards. Hence, in the modem day 
context one can say that it is wrong to 
link any political system or ideology 
to any particular economic policy 
and the Chinese example is very 
relevant in this context 

Changing Equations 

T he theory of national inter¬ 
ests, which has been govern¬ 
ing the foreign pmicy of 
most of the countries of the 
world, since times immemorial, has 
now become relevant in the matters 
of economic policies also. Tradition¬ 
ally, trade between any two countries 
and foreign aid were mainly guided 
by political considerations. Political 
and military associations and allian¬ 
ces also determined the trading 
partners in bilateral and multilateral 
context. Political groupings like 
NAM, NATO, Warsaw Pact and G-7 
are no more important determinants 
of the world trade. The conventional 
concept has now given way to trade 
groupings based primarily on 
economic and geographical con¬ 
siderations. To this extent the equa¬ 
tion between political ideology and 
economic policies is undergoing sig- 
ni hcant change. Most of the countries 
have now realised the importance of 
bilateral and multilateral trade 
grouping based purely on economic 
considerations. This has resulted in 
trade groups like North American 
Free Trade Area (NAFTA), European 
Union (EU), Association of South 
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and 
South Asian Preferential Trade Area 
(SAPTA). Some of the countries join¬ 
ing hands for trade purposes have 
glaring differences amon^t themsel¬ 
ves on several political issues. The 
example of India and Pakista^oin- 
ing hands as members of SAPTA is 
quite relevant in this regard. Another 
such example is that of India and 
China trying to patch up political dif¬ 
ferences to strengthen economic rela- 
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tions for mutual economic gams 

For centuries politics and 
economy have been very closely as- 
soaated with the former dominating 
the latter The recent trend indicates 
that the world community has be¬ 
come more realistic and materialistn 
and the nations are quite often truss¬ 
ing the ideology lines for anticipated 
economic gains The hitherto 
dominance of political ideoltigy over 
the economic policy has been diluted 
considerably and economic con¬ 
siderations have of late emerged 
stronger and dominant 

Signing of GATT (General Agree¬ 
ment on Tariffs and Trade) during 
1994, and setting up of World Trade 
Organisation (WTO) with effect from 
January 1,1995, is another indicator 
of this trend Forgetting their political 
and military differences, almost the 
entire humanity has got together to 
bemme member of WTO to gain from 
expected increase in multilateral 
trade among the member nations 

Under the changing scenario, 
economic polity option is likely to 
determine the political alliances, and 
at times, even the political system 
This IS demonstrated by the fatt that 
people in some of the East European 
countnes, where the performance of 
free market economy has been below 
the desired level, are again voting for 
the former communists in the hope ot 
getting a better economic deal 

Indian Dilemma 

NFORTUNATELY, per¬ 
sonal materialism is more 
important m India, push¬ 
ing the collective well 
being to the background Political 
power is> of paramount importance 
and national interests are secondary 
There are no ethics in politics and the 
political parties do not mind using 
cheap gimmicks to capture the 
power People, religions and com¬ 
munities are )ust the "vote-banks" 
and every important decision by the 
Union as well as State governments is 
taken keeping this consideration in 
mind Unabashedly, while one politi¬ 
cal party grabs the power by promis¬ 
ing to waive off agricultural loans 
upto a particular limit, another one 


promises supply of subsidised ra¬ 
tions to masses to get votes, without 
objectively realising the harm they 
are doing to the economic system 
Breeding and promoting hatred 
against one community has also been 
a popular policy, be it recent "Halla 
Dole' or Ram Janam Ohumi-Babri 
Masjid dispute 

It IS a tragedy that Indian politi¬ 
cal parties have not appreciated the 
importance of on-going process of 
economisation of political ideology 
The fact that politics for economic 
gains IS more imjTortant has failed to 
registei in the minds ot Indian politi¬ 
cal heavyweights For them, ultimate 
goal still IS to grab political power 
without any attention towards im¬ 
proving the economic well-being of 
the general public 

It IS high time that the political 
parties in India realised the growing 
importance of economic considera¬ 
tions in political ideology It is a pity 
that very less percentage of 
politicians have the very basic 
knowledge of common economic 
terms A proper re-orientation of 
politics in India is, therefore, essen¬ 
tial The present government has 
realised the importance of economic 
policy, but the realisation has not 
oeen at the party level It has been at 
the level of the Finance Minister, who 
himself is a prominent economist It 
IS difficult to say that even in the 
years to come this realisation would 
continue in Congress Party when Dr 
Manmohan Singh will not be the 
Finance Minister and Mr Narasimha 
Rao will no longer be the Pnme Min¬ 
ister 

Conclusion 

F or centuries political ideol¬ 
ogy had been determining the 
economic policies The recent 
events in the world, however, 
hint towards a different trend where 
economic considerations appear to 
be dominating and determining the 

f iolitical policies The example of col¬ 
apse ana disintegration of erstwhile 
USSR and adopting of market 
ectmomy by Communist China are 
relevant to ate 

Even in India the trend appears 


to be encouraging. A political party 
known to follow left of the centre 
political ideology, all of a sudden 
chose to go all out for a liberalised 
and open economy despite internal 
dissent and opposition. But, whether 
It is just a part of passing phase or a 
permanent shift i n politico- economic 
ideology remains to be seen It is also 
difficult to say that in future propaga¬ 
tion of economic policy to be fol¬ 
lowed by a particular political party, 
in its election manifesto, would be¬ 
come a regular feature The recent 
political set-backb suffered by the 
ruling party may dissuade the politi¬ 
cal parties from following a bold and 
pragmatic economic policy. But, it 
would be wrong to hold economic 
policy responsible for the recent 
political reversals It is agreed that the 
government should re-orient its 
economic policy to include in it some 
bpeafic new schemes and program¬ 
mes aimed at upliftment of the 
poorer sections But, these schemes 
and programmes should not be 
cheap and populist measures merely 
aimed at pleasing a particular group 
or community with an eye on the 
next elections The measures should 
be effective programmes to enhance 
productivity m the agricultural sec¬ 
tor, import of labour intensive tech¬ 
nologies to provide more 
employment to people, particularly 
in the rural areas, a well planned 
programme aimed at providing self- 
employment opportunities, 
measures to increase productivity in 
small-scale sector and diversification 
of activities in agricultural sector 
towards horticulture, pisciculture, 
bee-keeping, vegetable and oilseed 
production. If proper programmes 
and governmental assistance are 
made available in these Fields and 
several other such thrust areas, the 
general level of income generation is 
bound to increase. 

However, it wotlld be wrong to 
presume that the TOlitical ideology 
would no longer a^t the economic 
policies. Ratner than competing 
among themselves, economic policy 
and political Ideology supplement 
each other to make the system work 
properly. This is the moot point to be 
remembered. 
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ESSAY 


Liberalisation 
Problems and Prospects 


P OLITICAL developments during 
the past few years have taken 
such teasing turns and twists that the 
ideologues of yesteryears are either 
on the run or they have become com¬ 
pulsive converts of the 'new 
economic order'. The term 'liberalisa¬ 
tion, privatisation or globalisation' is 
the current coin sweeping across the 
world and like the hurricane, it has 
demolished many a myth and raised 
an aura of new hopes. For some ar¬ 
dent adviKates of the new cult, 
liberalisation is the magical 'mantra', 
the adoptiim of which would mean 
the end of so many man-made 
problems like scarcity, monopoly, 
quota, permit, corruption and what 
not. But for the sceptics, the shift from 
'command economy' to 'market 
economy' is not without its pitfalls 
and troubles. It is an admitted fact of 
history that no new course of action, 
much less the changed national em¬ 
phasis from 'nationalisation' h> 
'privatisation', is free from teething 
troubles. 

IMo country, however big or 
powerful it may be, can live in isola¬ 
tion today. In one ftirm or the other, 
the economic interests of all are inter¬ 
dependent. Integration of national 
economies, on regional as well as 
global basis, has become an ines¬ 
capable and irreversible reality of 
today. If India, like most of the Latin 
American, African and Asian 
countries, has gone in for structural 
changes in its economy and has also 
undertaken economic reforms, it 
should not be construed that we h^e 
exhausted all our options and be¬ 
come the apron strings of some 
economic power. On the contrary, if 
India has oecome a"member of the 



World Trade Organisation, the chan¬ 
ces are that we may txcupy our right¬ 
ful place among the comity of nahons 
in the not very distant future. 

No doubt the policy of liberalisa¬ 
tion or privatisation may create some 
problems like the rise in prices, infla¬ 
tion, aggravation of unemphiyment, 
withdrawal of subsidies on social ser¬ 
vices and thelikein the short run, But 
once the economic reforms, that aim 
at growth and diversification of in¬ 
dustries without the usual hurdles I'f 
'red-tapism', get into full steam and 
swing, the opportufiities of employ¬ 
ment would increase manifold and 
the prices, the quality and quantity of 
goods would stabilise. The problem 
of economic hardships to those who 
are going to lose their jobs or 
means of livelihood, without 
reasonable or alternate sources of 
earning immediately available, is 
real and daunting. 

With vast man power, cheap 
labour and raw materials in plenty, 
both for industrial and agricultural 
based products, India has the poten¬ 
tial to become one of the most vibrant 
economies of the world. There are 
also promising prospects of it beam¬ 
ing a 'super economic power'. But to 
jump to the conclusion that 
'liberalisation' is nothing but roses all 
the way can prove many an advocate 
wrong. With the unre.stricted entry 
of MNCs and an indiscriminate im¬ 
port of consumer goods, the worst 
fears of the critics of 'liberalisation' 
can come true. Such a course can 
prove disastrous for our cottage and 
small scale industries. Moreover, the 
uncontrolled or 'free for all' march of 
industrialisation may result in the 
dislocation of tribals and other ethnic 




group from their native or forest 
lands. The new industrial towns or 
estates may become the breeding 
grounds of slums. The widening dis¬ 
parities between the pay packets and 
other perks of private sector person¬ 
nel in higher echelons and those 
manning the State and Central ser¬ 
vices, would become another grey 
area of irritation and tension. 

The policy of 'liberalisation' re¬ 
quires care and caution at every step 
lest Its face becomes more 'market 
oriented' and less 'human'. Each new 
step towards its promotion needs to 
be supported by concern and con¬ 
sideration for the poorest of the poor, 
whose numbers still run into mil¬ 
lions. While tarrying out its obliga¬ 
tions and responsibilities under the 
new dispensation, India must wel¬ 
come trade and investment links 
with the world, but on mutually 
beneficial terms. She must be a mem¬ 
ber of global organisations and fol¬ 
low the "roles of the game" as 
defined by such voluntary assoda- 
tions of sovereign nations. The 
process of integration with regional 
or global economies and societies 
must be honourable, transparent and 
equitable. The writing on the wail is 
clear and crystal. The crisis in Mexico 
has made the bubble of'liberalisation 
or privatisation' burst and all the fan¬ 
fare and fanciful flights into the 
utopian state of peace, plenty and 
prosperiw have vanished into the 
thin air. The world In which we are 
living is very demanding. In "free 
market politics", there is no place for 
"compassion or sympathy" for the 
poor. None should forget the old 
saying "problems are real whereas the 
prospects are illusory". 
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IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


General Studies Scene 


Q 1. "Steps taken by the Government for the 
upliftment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
need much to be desired " Discuss Also discuss the 
strategy envisaged m the Eighth Five Year Flan for 
upliftment of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes 

Ans As per 1Wl census, the total population of 
Scheduled Caste (SC) in India was 135 million This 
population was 105 million in 1081 Similarlv, the popula- 
tMMi of Scheduled Tribes (STs), which was 53 8 million, 
went up to 67 4 million m 1001 For upliftment ot SC and 
ST population, the Government has taken several 
measures under the existing constitutional prov isions For 
protecting and promoting the interests of these categories 
various provisions exist and in pursuance of these 
provisions a variety ot programmes were launched with a 
view to improve the socio-economic condition of SCs and 
STs. But a broad Icxik at the soao-economic condition of 
these categories reveals a wide gap between the policies 
and their actual implementation 

To ensure proper implementation of the constitution¬ 
al provisions, several programmes have been introduced 
The concept ot Tribal Sub-Plans and Special Componenf 
Plans for SCs were introduced for close monitoring ot 
expenditure on the welfare ot these categories During the 
Seventh Five-Year Plan, special emphasis were laid on 
educational development ot SCs and STs About I'M) lakh 
students from these categories were given the stipends 
and scholarship for pursuing pre-matric studies In 1991- 
92 post-matric scholarship were given to 15 lakh such 
students During the seventh plan itself, two new or¬ 
ganisations were set up for rapid economic development 
of these categories These are Tribal Cooperative Market¬ 
ing Development Federation and National Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Iribes Finance and Development 
Corporation These bodies are aimed at employment 
generation and financing pilot projects m pursuance ot 
Government policy of upliftment ot SCs and STs Even 
under the IRDP, 30 per cent of the total number of 
beneficiaries were required to be SC/ST In addition, with 
a view to enhance the competitive ability of scheduled 
caste and scheduled tribes candidates, about 8000 seats 
were created in 101 pre-examination oKiching centres 
where coaching is provided to SC/ST candidates to com¬ 
pete in the examination for recruitment in various public 
services For eradicabng scavenging, efforN have been 
made to convert the traditional laterines requiring 
scavenging into pour flush laterines and out of the 
scavengers released by such conversion, \4J529 were 
rehabilitated during the Seventh Plan and the practice of 
scavenging was eliminated from 40 towns during the 
same period On top of all these measures suitable reser¬ 
vation in public services and educational institutions has 
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been introduced tor SCs and STs • 

But despite tail claims by the Government, the EightlT 
Plan dcKument reveals serious gaps in execution of most 
of these programmes The total percentage of SCs in 
Central Government Services in 1971 in Class-1 posts was 
just 2 58 per cent It rt>se to 9 09 per cent in 1991 The 
percentage for STs» rose from 0 41 per cent to 2 53 per cent 
during the same period In class iV category the posihon 
was better Even m Public Sector Enterpiises, the percent¬ 
age of SCs on all posts was 8 17 per cent which rose to 
20 36 per cent in 1989 The percentage of ST employees 
also rose from 2 24 per cent to 9 68 per cent during the 
same pencxi As against all India poverty percentage of 
33 4 per cent at the end ot ‘niventh Plan, the percentage tor 
SCs was 44 7 and for STs it was 52 6 

• Strategy for the Eighth Plan Eighth Plan aims at 
bringing the SCs, STs and Other Backw ard Classes at par 
with the rest of the population by the end of this century 
The Plan also aims at reviewing the strategv of special 
component Plans tor SCs and Tribal Sub-Plans to ensure 
real and tangible flow of benefiN to the target group 
among these categories The plan further aims at reorien¬ 
tation of administrative structures at all levels tor func¬ 
tional co-ordination National Poverty Alleviation 
Programmes are to ensure that SCs and STs drive maxi¬ 
mum benefit from the Government assistance in this 
regard To eradicate the unclean practice ot scavenging, 
education and training is an important component to 
prepare the families engaged in this occupation to take up 
new set of cKcupations like leather work, tanning, hanci- 
icrafts etc Voluntary organisations are assigned a veVy 
important role in the entire strategy tor SCs and STs in the 
Eighth Plan The righN of tribal population m the forests 
are also to be protected The displacement of SC/ST 
population bv various developmental projecN is being 
given special attention Special attention is being paid to 
the women in this segment of population All the above 
ettevts made in an integrated manner would assist in 
achieving the well being of SCs and STs 

Q 2 Critically examine the important provisions of 
the Indian Councils Act of 1909 

Ans Indian Councils Act of 1909, also known as 
Minto-Morley Reforms, for the first time made an attempt 
at introducing a representative and popular element in 
Indian polity After the agitaticm over the paitition of 
Bengal the British Government wanted to win over the 
moderates and introduced the Act of 1909 Main 
provisions of the Act were as under. 

(a) The Act enhanced the size of Legislative Councils. 
It was raised upto a maximum of 60 for Governor 
Generals Council, to a maximum of 50 for Counals erf 
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Madras, Bengal, UP, Bombay and Bihar and to a maxi¬ 
mum of 30 fm Punjab, Assam and Burma. 

(b) The Act provided for the majority of non-official 
memters. But some of the non-offidal members were 
nominated and not elected. In totality, the Act ensured 
that the nominated members constituted majority over 
the elected members. 

(c) Indian Councils Act of 1909 recognised the repre¬ 
sentation based on communities, classes and interests and 
did not accept the geographical representation. 

(d) Sphere of work for Legislative Councils wa.s in¬ 
creased. Elaborate rules were framed for discussion on 
budget in which individual members could propose al¬ 
terations. 

(«) The members of Legislative Councils were given 
the nght of asking questions and supplementary ques¬ 
tions for the purpose of clarifying any point. Even the 
matters of urgent public interest could be discussed. 

(/) The Act imposed disqualirications over the politi¬ 
cal i^fenders. 

(^) The number of the members of Executive Council 
was raised in Bengal, Madras and Bombay to 4. The Act 
also empowered the Government to constitute an Execu¬ 
tive Council for a Lieutenant Governors' Council. 

Critique: Indian Councils Act of 1909 resulted in 
raising the size of Councils as well as increasing the 
deliberative functions. The members, for the first time 
were given an opportunity of influencing the policy of 
government by lemsiative procedures. Htnvever, at the 
same time, the Act had certain weaknesses too. It failed to 
come up the expectations of Indians in as much as it failed 
to establish a responsible Government. Separate repre¬ 
sentations provided for the Muslim electorate sowed the 
seeds of separatism. This paved the way for separate 
electorate for Sikhs, in 1919, and again to Indian Chris¬ 
tians, Anglo Indians, Europeans and Harijans. Moreover, 
the system of elections was indirect. There were atleast 
three intermediate elections before the members were 
finally elected to the Legislative Councils. Although a 
system of elections was introduced, the number of voters 
eligible to vote was very less. In .some cases the number of 
voters in a constituency did not exceed 10. Hence, the 
Legislative Councils were not true representatives of mas¬ 
ses and did not set up rei^nsible legislature, the most 
essential feature of any parliamentary sj^tem. Itodian Na¬ 
tional Congress rejected the reforms as inadequate and 
insufficient. 

^Q.3. Explain the jurisdiction of High Coiuts. Also 
discuss the independence of High Court Judges vis-a- 
vis controi of the Union Government over them. 

Ans. The High Courts are the apex court within a 
State and have territorial jurisdiction over the entire State, 
except in case of High Cour^ where the Parliament estab¬ 
lishes a common High Coutt for two m* more States, or 
extends the jurisdic&n of a High Court over a Union 
Territofy. Fm* example, the territorial jurtediction of Cal¬ 
cutta High Court extends to Andaman and Nicobar Is¬ 


lands and diat of Kerala High Court extends to the Unicm 
Territory of Lakshadweep. 

(a) Original Jurisdiction: In several civil matters, 
the High Courts have Original jurisdiction which was 
ab<4ished fur criminal cases altogether by the Criminal 
Pr(x»dure Code, 1973. 

(b) Appellate Jurisdiction: High courts enjoy appel¬ 
late jurisdiction in case of both civil and criminal matters. 
Any appeal which lies to the High Court would either be 
the first appeal or a second appeal depending upon the 
level of courts deciding the matter. There is ^so a 
provision of appeal to the appellate side of High Court on 
the decision or a single judge of the High Court itsdif, 
whether such a decision is made by such a judge in its 
appellate or Onginal jurisdiction. Criminal appeals lie 
against the order of a Session Judge or Additional Sessicm 
judge where the imprisonment exceeding 7 years is 
granted. High Court also has appellate jurisdiction in 
criminal matters on orders passed by any judicial 
magistrate on speafied matters. 

(c) High Court's Power of Superintendence: Every 
High Court has a power of Superintendence over all the 
courts and tribunals within itsjurisdiction,whether or not 
such court or tribunal is sut^ect to the appellate jurisdic¬ 
tion of the High Court. 

(d) Extraordinary Jurisdiction: Under Articles 32 
and 226 of the Constitution, all the High Courts as well as 
the Supreme Court have extraordinary jurisdiction. This 
jurisdiction is to issue writs under these articles, when the 
High Court is convinced that legal or fundamental rights 
of some citizens have been infringed upon. 

(e) Control over Subordinate Courts: High Court 
exercise administrative control over the subordinate 
judiciary of the State being head of the State judiciary. 

Control and Independence: The Union Government 
exercises control over the High Courts with its following 
functions: 

(a) Appointment and transfer of Judges. 

(b) Constitution and Organisation of High Court by 
the Union Parliament 

(r) In case of detennining the age of a judge of a Hi^ 
Court the decision of the Union Government is final. 

(d) Power of the Government to apprxnt Additimial 
Judge to clear the arrears of pending cases. 

Despite above controls, the Constitution provides for 
several measures to ensure the independents of judges of 
the High Court A judge of a High Court cannot be 
removed unless imprached by the Parliament Expendi¬ 
ture on salaries ana allowances of judges is paid out of 
Consolidated Funds of the State. Pay and allowances txr 
pension of judges cannot be altered by the Parliament to 
their disadvantage. After redrement, no judge of High 
Court is allowed to practice in any court of law. These 
provisions are aimed at ensuring that the judges of High 
Court do not come under undue influence of executive or 
legislature during the course of discharge of their duties. 
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AIKvUMbNIAIIUN 


Argumentative Question 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 

Solved Papen Reserve Bank of India Grade 'B' Officers' Examination, held in August, 1994 


Q. 1. Account for the failure of 
India's population policy and offer 
appropriate suggestions to stem the 
rapid population growth 

Ans. India's oflicial population 
control pri^rainme launched in 1^51 
and all its subsequent schemes has 
had little or no impact in stopping the 
country reaching the one billion 
mark by 2001 A D 

The failure can be attributed to 
the over-centralisation of the 
programme, a top-down approach 
that did not take the Indian psyche 
into consideration The unfoitunate 
rationality of having large families is 
linked to the underdevelopment 
poverty—ill-health syndrome and a 
pro-male bias in family structure For 
the 70 p c Indians living in rural 
areas, the cost of rearing an addition¬ 
al child IS not a tinanciai burden, 
rather he/she is regarded as help 
during work, sickness and old age 
This IS especially relevant in the ab¬ 
sence of any old-age scKial security 
Further, with the Inlant Mortality 
Rate (IMR) being so high, it makes 
sense to have more children 

The failure of the policy is also 
due to an obsession with contiacep- 
ttve distnbution targets, rather than 
any research into their long-term ac¬ 
ceptance Moreover, the lack ot in¬ 
frastructure ensures that safe, 
effective and easily accessible con¬ 
traceptive choices are not available to 
most Indians Many subcentres and 
PHCs are functioning as of March, 
1990, without ANMs and diKtors 
Those that are there are a 


demorali«*d lot in the absence of any 
awards or recognition 

I he programme so far has been 
dominated by a sterilisation drive for 
women, which does not take into ac¬ 
count that Indian women ha\e little 
control over their reproductiv ity 

Population control drives ot 
other countries have been bhndlv 
adopted as models, though they have 
little relevance to the Indian situa¬ 
tion The slogan development is the 
best contraceptive , has been ac¬ 
cepted though there is very little cor¬ 
relation between fertility dec line and 
economic growth For instance, 
Bangladesh has achieved a dramatic 
reduction in its Total Fertility' Rate 
(TFR) from 7 in 1975 to 4 2 today, 
despite being one of the world's 20 
poorest countiies 

Even though sex education was 
introduced in academic cunicula in 
1966, no effort was made to see 
whether the relevant chapters were 
dc tudlly taught 

Declining death rate coupled 
with the programme's inability to 
control the birth rate, resulted in the 
constantly increasing population 
figures 

In India, we must adopt a ration¬ 
al, women-centred, welfare-onented 
humane approach to family planning 
if we are really to achieve substantial 
reductions in population growth 
rates. 

Most important should be 
women's empowerment Family 
Planning succeeds most when 


women arc placed at the centre ot 
development strategy and allowed to 
make decisions about themselves, be¬ 
sides being given access to education 
and health The Kerala model with a 
TFR of 1 8 still remains among the 
world's best It is no coincidence that 
women's literacy stands at a high 86 
p c there as compared to the national 
average ot 39 p c 

lotal health care, tor both mother 
and child should be the tcKus, rather 
than mere family planning or con- 
tiaceptive distribution targets 
Reduction in IMR will make couples 
readier to accept small family norm 

There is the need to draw up 
atea-specified integrated plans of ac¬ 
tion, with active participation of local 
bodies and voluntary organisations, 
especially in the BIMARU States, 
which constitute 42 p c of India's 
population Supply of regular ser¬ 
vices should be ensured to increase 
the credibility of the programme 

Rather than offering token mcen- 
tives for having a small family, there 
IS need for a tough, disincentive ap¬ 
proach towards defaulters More 
than this it is important to bring 
about a change in the attitudinal and 
behavioural pattern of parents—that 
It IS their duty to ensure a qualitative¬ 
ly better life for their duldren, rather 
than merely increaiang their number 
for their own ends. 

Rather than stenhsation, child 
spaang should be promoted. This 
will not only help in averting birth, 
but will also push the mean length of 
generation to slow Ae growth rate of 
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population later on. 

Q. 2. Discuss the problem of 
educated unemployment in India. 
Evaluate the various measures un¬ 
dertaken for the solution of this 
problem. 

Ans. Between 1992-97, 58 mil¬ 
lion people will need employment. 
Out of this, the educated un¬ 
employed constitute 4U p.c. and this 
figure 18 expected to swell by 3.45 
million during the current plan 
period. The blame lies with our 
defective education system, which 
has, till recently, been tilted towards 
general rather than technical and 
vocational education. This, coupled 
with rapid population growth, 
produces a mass of white collar 
workers which the capital intensive 
organised sector just cannot absorb. 
Manpower imbalances are generally 
caused on account of the gap be¬ 
tween the requirements of the 
economy in terms of jobs on the one 
hand and the structure, composition 
and skills of the labour force avail¬ 
able, on the other. From among the 
educated work seekers, those having 
no training, right qualifications or 
work experience are generally found 
to be suiplus. In India, the pr^lem is 
not so much of unemployment as of 
unemployables. The result of all this 
is a youth force, the majority of 
whom are missing the frustration of 
being jobless or under-employed. 
This canker, if allowed to fester would 
only lead to brain-drain, entry into a 
world of crime or psychiatric clinica 

Progressive reduction of un¬ 
employment has been one of the 
principal objectives of economic 
planning in India. A high rate of over¬ 
all economic growth would not only 
increase production but also provide 
the capacity for absorbing the back¬ 
log of unemployed and under¬ 
employed and a substantial 
proportion of the additions to the 
labour force. Urban employment is 
sought to be reduced by U.G.C en¬ 
couragement to vocational educa¬ 
tion, creation of labour intensive 
industries and SSI by dispersing 
them to new growth centres. If the 
role of the ^Us, reeling under 


closures, exit policies and privatisa¬ 
tion, has been reduced by half, it has 
also thrown the doors open to the 
private sector which will act as a 
catalyst for employment generation. 

Efforts are being made to combine 
the provisions of wage employment 
with the creation of conditions few ad¬ 
ditional self-employment and 
development of entrepreneurial skills. 
Government financial support is being 
provided through schemes like SEEU Y 
(Self-employment Scheme for Edu¬ 
cated Unemployed Youth). 

Efforts are ongoing to streamline 
the previously inadequate im¬ 
plementation of the various 
programmes that were to provide 
work and other sources of income. 
The unorganised sector too is being 
revamped to create more employ¬ 
ment opportunities and security 
cover. For instance in the areas of 
transport, construction, animal hus¬ 
bandry, fisheries etc. The overall em¬ 
phasis is now on gainful employment 
rather than a rigid fixation of the babu 
mentality. 

Q. 3. Describe the salient fea¬ 
tures of the 1991 Industrial Policy of 
India. What, in your opinion, will be 
the impact of this policy on the in¬ 
dustrial development in the 
country? 

Ans. The New Industrial Policy 
(NIP), announced on July 24, 1991, 
abolished industrial licensing for all 
projects except for a short list of in¬ 
dustries related to security and 
strategic concerns, social reasons, 
hazardous chemicals and overnding 
environmental reasons and items 
elitist consumption. Industries 
reserved for the small scale sector 
would continue to be so reserved. 
The list specified above, for licensing, 
would not be applicable to SSls. Ex¬ 
isting registration schemes were 
abolished. Entrepreneurs would now 
only be required to file an informa¬ 
tion memiwandum on new projects 
and substantial expansions. 

Under the NIP, the role of PSUs in 
the future industrial develc^ment of 
the country has been slashed by half 
by reserving only eight core in¬ 


dustries for this sector, namely in the >' 
areas of essential infrastructural 
goods and services, exploration and 
exploitation of oil and mineral 
resources; technology development 
and building up of manufacturing 
capabilities in crucial areas; and 
manufacturing of products basied on 
strategic considerations, such as 
defence equipment etc. As a owol- 
lary, three-fourth of the industrial ac¬ 
tivity IS being opened up to the 
private sector, the NIP has adopted a 
tough approach to the PSUs by call¬ 
ing for their professional manage¬ 
ment and the referral of sick units to 
the DIFR (Board for Industrial and 
Financial Reconstruction). Further, 
PSUs share holding will be offered to 
mutual funds, financial institutions, 
general public and workers. 

Under the NIP, foreign investors 
are being tempted by relaxation in 
royalty payments. Direct foreign in- 
vestmentupto51 percent foreign equi¬ 
ty in specified high priority industries 
has been approved. NRI investors have 
been allowed upto 100 per cent equity 
inmcwethanSOindustrieslistedinAn- 
nexure 3 of the NIP. 

The MRTP Act will be amended 
to remove the threshold limits of as¬ 
sets in respect of MRTP companies 
and dominant undertakings. Restric¬ 
tions on acquisition/transfer of 
shares will go. A newly empowered 
MRTP commission will be set up to 
initiate investigations suo moto or on 
complaints received from individual 
consumers in regard to monopolistic, 
restrictive and unfair trade practices. 

The NIP will rejuvenate the dor¬ 
mant industrial sector as its radical 
reforms offer a great deal of freedom 
to busmen houses and entrepreneurs 
to make their investment decisions. 
The PSUs too will benefit from the 
competition. They have already 
shown a marginal improvement wim 
increase in sales, gross profit, net 
profit and gross margin, as indicated 
by the latest survey of public i 
enterprises carried out by the in- ' 
dustry ministry. With the level of > 
government protection and ; 
budgetary support stated to go down ! 
drastically, totninally sick I%Us will 
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face ine\ itable closure The emphasis 
now will be on perfonnance, or some 
other contender will be given the 
chance 

In the years following the NIP, 
exports, especially to developed 
countries, have picked up Ihis is 
beneficial as most of our imports are 
also from these countries and since 
most of the trade is done in hard cur 
rency, this will help sulistantially in 
easing the pressuit on our import re¬ 
quirements 

The entry of foreign companies 
and private enterprise will improve 
Indian standards, making them on 
par with those of the international 
maiket This will be especially 
beneficial once trade isith the 
erstwhile USSR, formerly India s 
major market, fructifies, as it no 
longer will be on a preferential basis 

For the NIP to have its maximum 
impact, the gaps m the budgetary 
strategy would have to be bndged 
There is also the need to create a 
demand stimulus to absorb any ex¬ 
cessive capacities induced through 
an over-jealous entrepreneurial 
response to the liberation policy 

Q 4 What are the defects of the 
present day trade unionism in 
India^ In wludi direction should the 
Iiuiian trade unions proceed in the 
future? 

Ans. Almost all unions have af¬ 
filiations with political parties They 
are traditionally led from the top 
down by powerful leaders who 
dende on policy matters without 
consulting the worker groups At the 
most decisions are taken by a show of 
hands at the meetings where activists 
dominate These two factors combine 
to lend an ever strongei militant 
image to trade unionism in India 
where labour leaders and politicians 
exploit the number value of worker 
groujTs for their own purposes The 
power of the leaders is such that even 
unwilling workers are forced to par¬ 
ticipate in strikes and lockouts, 
though this hurts the latter more than 
the management 

Trade unions are also ruled by a 
mass-picketing and slogan-shouting 


mentality They rarely seek legal 
redressal of their gnevances 

Though all trade unions are at¬ 
tached to the 10 all-India Union 
Centres, they are marred by indis¬ 
cipline and inter-union and intra- 
umoii iivalries 

Union recognition is governed 
by antiquated rules and laws For a 
recognised union to be replaced, it 
has to be shown that its support has 
dipped below 25 p c Even that inv ol- 
ves an antiquated procedure In the 
future, trade unions will have to con¬ 
tend with the retrenchment axe and 
the exit policies of new companies 
I he worker will have to contend w ith 
growing inflation and chances of 
wage freezes Section 25(o) of the In¬ 
dustrial Disputes Act, which 
pi events closure of units, may be 
deleted If all this happens, trade 
unions should be amenable to the 
golden handshake beneficial to both 
company and worker, rather than 
resorting to violence or becoming 
pawns in the hands of the Opposi¬ 
tion 

On a regular level, unions should 
go in for ballot campaigns tor a tar 
more active and participatory style of 
trade unionism which genuinely ad¬ 
dresses the concerns of ordinary 
members 

With more women joining the 
work toice, efforts should be made to 
increase their participation 

Outdated concepts of strikes and 
picketing should be avoided Rather 
the stiategy should be to get public 
support of then demands through in¬ 
telligent use of the media and the 
judicial system Political parties and 
their funds should be kept out of the 
trade unions 

Q 5 Communaksmisthemain 
enemy of national unity and 
progress Do you agree with this 
statement? Give reasons 

Ans Growing communaltsm 
led to the eventual partition of India, 
with the British policy of divide and 
rule, fanning the flames of 
separatism The partition spewed up 
Its own problems, namely the Kash¬ 


mir issue, the Dabn Masjid-Ramjan- 
mabhoomi dispute, Ahmedabad and 
Meerut riots, j3ost-lndira Gandhi as¬ 
sassination riots m Delhi—all a 
legacy of communal intolerance and 
hatred 

Communalism creates breaches 
in the unified wall that<a country 
presents to the world These weak 
spots are taken advantage of by hos¬ 
tile neighbours to create further un¬ 
rest and bloodshed A country i acked 
by communal conflict is shunned by 
world trade and investment 

Communal rioN take their own 
toll on life and projriertv Curfews dis¬ 
rupt normal patterns of living Death 
and destruction destroy the mental 
equilibrium of the survivors, who be¬ 
come psychiatric wrecks in alien 
lands when forced to flee their 
homes 

Violence is addictive For those 
who are boin and brought up in such 
a sub<ulture, a brutish mentality be¬ 
comes the noim 

Communalism also segregates 
the people into isolated social seg¬ 
ments, which each segment only 
working for and promoting itself 
rather than watching out for the in¬ 
terests of the nation 

Unscrupulous politicians use 
communalism to garnet vote banks 
A country led by such jMople has lit¬ 
tle hope 

Communalism itself smacks of a 
basically exploitative system History 
leveals that most riots erupt in the 
ghettos or the poorer seefaons, where 
illiteracy, poverty and unemployment 
are nte People with no roots, join m 
noting either to release their own anger 
or to be identified widi a group 

Communalism makes the 
religion of a person the determining 
element of his identity and activity 
His intellect and enjgrpnse is of no 
consequence 

By turning religion into the 
opiate of the masses, communalism 
not only menaces India as it is, but 
prevents the emergence of India as 
we want it to be—^integrated, 
prosperous and socialist 
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- CAREER - 

Police Service 


Police service offers excellent career 
opportunities to the aspiring candidates. 
The job is full of challenge, growth and 
respect in the society. Being a uniformed 
service, it protnises a disciplined life with 
adequate emphasis on physical fitness. 

Law and order and police service are 
basically under the provincial 
governments but for the Indian Police 
Servile (IPS) recruitiiient is controlled 
by the Union Government. In addition to 
the IPS, which is the apex service in a 
career in police, all the States have State 
Police Services. These sennees arc 
supplemented by subordinate police 
services through which recruitment is 
made to the posts like Inspector, 
Sub-Inspectors and Asstt 
Sub-Inspectors. In addition to the regular 
police force, there are para-military forces 
like the Border Security Force (BSF), 
Central Resen>e Police Force (CRPF), 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP), 
Central Industrial Security Force 
(CISF), Raihoay Protection Force (RPF), 
etc. 

Indian Police Service 

IPS is the premier and apex 
police service of the country. The 
recruitment for this service is made 
by the Union Government. Every 
year around lOU vacancies are filled 
up by the Government through a 
combined competitive examination 
known as Civil Service Examination. 
This examination is aimed at 
recommending the selection of 
candidates for uie IPS, in addition to 
other all India and Central Civil 
Services. Depending oq the choice 
exercised by a candidate and ranking 
in the order of merit, candidates are 
selected for the IPS. 

A candidate recruited in the IPS 
has to undergo a tough schedule of 
training at the Police Academy and 
within 4 to 5 years one can expect to 
be the Superintendent of Police or 
Deputy Commissioner of Polfee. IPS 
Officers, in due course of swvice may 
eiqTect to rise to the levels of Director 


General of Police in a State or DC of 
any other Central para-military force. 

The Civil Services Examination is 
a common examination for 
recruitment to this service. It consists 
of a preliminary examination, a main 
examination and personal interview. 
The minimum age is 21 years and 
upper age limit, which keeps on 
changing, is 28 years at present. A 
graduate in any discipline is eligible 
to take the examination. The 
preliminary examination consists of 
one paper on General Studies and 
one optional paper. (For details please 
refer to February 1995 issue of the 
Competition Master.) All the 
candidates who are successful at the 
prelims are then required to take the 
main examination consisting of 
Language paper (Qualifying), two 
papers on General Studies and two 
papers each on two optional subjects, 
in addition to an E.ssay paper, 
intrixiuced recently. The candidates 
who qualify the main examination 
also are then required to appear for a 
personal interview. Meritorious 
candidates are then recommended by 
the UPSC for appointment in IPS 
depending upon their choice for 
service and position in the order of 
merit. 

State Police Service 

After the IPS comes the State 
Police Service (SPS). This service is 
subordinate to the IAS and 
recruitment to this service is done by 
the respective State Governments, 
usually through State Public Service 
Commissions. The candidates 
selected for the SPS are usually 
osted as Deputy Superintendents of 
olice (Deputy SP) or Asstt 
Commissioner of Police (ACP). On 
prescribed satisfactory service in the 
SPS, the offiesrs are nominated to the 
IPS. The duration required for 
promotion/nomination varies from 
State to State and usually varies from 
8 to 15 years. The service has time 


bound promotion and higher scales 
available to its officers and after 
nomination to the IPS the service 
condition of the IPS govern the 
matters of promotion and scales. A 
candidate joining the SPS at a 
favourable age can hope to rise to the 
level of IG police in a State. 

The recruitment to SPS is also on 
the same lines as that for IPS. The 
only difference is that the recruitment 
is made by the State Public Service 
Commission concerned through 
usually a combined competitive 
examination for State Civil ^rvices. 
However, In case of Union Territory, 
recruitment to this service is made by 
UPSC through the Civil Services 
Examination as one of the Group-B 
Service. 

To take the combined 
competitive examination for SPS, a 
candidate must be a graduate in any 
discipline and with a minimum age 
of 21 years. Upper age limit, however, 
differs from State to State. The 
combined competitive examination 
usually is conducted on the lines of 
the UPSC examination for Civil 
Services. The syllabi and pattern of 
the competitive examination has 
been <idopted by most of the State 
Governments which is similar to the 
UPSC Civil Services examination. 
The number of vacancies vary every 
year depending upon the 
requirement of the concerned State. 
Requirement in large States like UP, 
MP, Bihar, Rajasthan, Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh is greater as 
compared to the smaller States like 
Himachal Pradesh, Punjab, Haryana, 
Kerala, Sikkim and north-eastern 
States. After selection, which again is 
based upon the choice of service and 
merit of a candidate, selected 
candidates are required to undeigo 
vigorous,training before getting 
posted as Dy SP/ACP. 

Subordinate Police Services 

Almost all the States have 
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Subordinate Police Services under 
which recruitment is made to the 
posts of Asstt Sub-Inspector (ASI), 
Sub-Inspector (SI) and Inspectors of 
Police after conducting a competitive 
examination usually through the 
State Public Service Commission 
concerned. In some States these posts 
are filled up through State 
Subordinate Service examination 
while in some States a separate 
examination is conducted. The 
minimum qualification for all these 
examinations is graduation in any 
discipline. In addition to the 
educational qualifications, some 
standards are also prescribed about 
the physique and medical fitness of 
candidates. This is done to ensure 
that the selected candidates do not 
face any difficulty while undergo 
rigorous training in police 
academies. 

The scheme of examination 
differs from State to State, but 
essentially involves a competitive 
examination involving papers on 
language. General Studies and 
optionals. In other words the 
exaipination is similar to any other 
competitive examination. 

Central Govt Police/Para 
Military Services 

For police/paramilitary 
organisations like BSF, RPF, CISF, 
CRPF, ITBP etc the recruitment is 
dcme by the Government of India. At 
the Officer level, the recruitment is 
usually done at the level of Asstt 
Commandants for most of these 
services and in case of a few, 
recruitment is made through Civil 
Services Examination as a Group-B 
service. Higher level posts are either 
filled up by promotion or by the IPS 
Officers. In dSF even Officers from 
Armed Forces are taken on 
deputation. At the lower rungs of 
Iderarchial ladder the posts are filled 
up by competitive examinations for 
ASI, SI and Inspectors. 

Preparations 

Before choosing Police Services 
as a career, a few things must be kept 
in mind. In addition to a reasonably 
good physique, the candidates must 
also nave strong mind. In fact a 


robust mind is more important than 
good physique as the nature of job 
involves tough handling in rough 
situations. Deficiencies in the 
physical constitution of candidates 
can be overcome in the training but 
good frame of mind for police duties 
is an inherent requirement and hence 
a pre-requisite. In addition the 
candidates must ensure before hand 
that they fulfil the physical standards 
prescribed for the service concerned 
and should also get medical 
examination done to avoid any 
disappointment at a later stage, after 
qualifying the examination. 

After taking the above 
precautions, the candidates must 
start preparations for the competition 
in a planned and coordinated 
manner. The first essential 
pre-requisite for any examination is a 
strong base in Genera] Knowledge. 
Acquiring knowledge is an unending 
and continuous process. Having 
keen interest in the current 
happenings all over the world in 
almost all spheres of life is the key to 
good base in G.K. The candidates 
lacking strong background in current 
affairs must go through a standard 
backgrounder in current affairs and 
once the background of particular 
event is known, it is not difficult to 
keep track of the latest happenings. 
This can be achieved by reading a 
good national newspaper, supported 
by a standard regional newspaper. 
Moreover, a good refresher on G.K. 
provides the treasure of G.K. in small 
capsule covering almost all aspects. 
To top it all, regular reading of an 
awareness magazine covering 
current affairs, articles and features 
of contemporary importance, solved 
papers of previous examination, tests 
of reasoning, intelligence tests, etc 
would be of immense importance. 
The Competition Master is the best 
choice for this purpose as it offers rich 
and abundant material every month 
rather than giving superficial and 
irrelevant material, a practice 
followed by several other such 
magazines. 

Langxiage paper and optionals 


come next in the priority. Language 
paper varies from State to State and 
from service to service. The syllabus 
may be gone through carefully, and if 
possible previous years' papers may 
also be seen. Efforts should be made 
to consult only standard bo^ks after 
discussing with the teachers of the 
language concerned or the successful 
candidates in that particular 
examination. The optional paper(s) 
should be chosen carefully. It should 
usually be the paper in which the 
candidate considers himself/herself 
to be the best. After selecting the 
optional the choice of books must 
also be done carefully. Once all this is 
decided the candidates must get on 
with the preparations by planning 
the available time carefully. Well 
planned and careful study plan is 
also very important in the entire 
effort for qualifying the examination 
concerned so that no time is wasted 
and there is optimum utilisation of 
available time. 

Special preparations need to be 
made for the multiple choice 
objective type questions as per the 
existing pattern of examination in the 
given State. In such case, in addition 
to acquisition of knowledge, it is 
desirable to have enough practice of 
solving ol^ective type questions to be 
able to attempt the entire paper with 
high level of accuracy. 

After succeeding in the written 
examination, next hurdle is the 
interview followed by the medical 
examination. Pattern and percentage 
of marks in the interview varies from 
State to State and considering the fact 
that only those candidates who are 
higher in the order of merit are called 
for the interview, the marks obtained 
in the personal interview as.sume 
enormous importance. While 
preparing for the inteiaview, cursory 
revision of the sul^ects offered in the 
examination and awareness about 
current matters of importance are 
very essential. Mock interview 
technique has been found to be wry 
effective in preparing for any 
interview and should practiced 
while preparing fcv the interview. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Earth without mountains 

Q. If there were no mountains 
on earth. Write down three conse¬ 
quences, if such a situation were to 
exist. 

Ans. There is no gainsaying the 
fact that till now mountains have 
been the hallowed homes of gods and 
goddesses, saints, seers and sages, as 
also the perennial peaks of snow, the 
eternal stiurce of water—^in fact the 
infinite inspiration of life in all its 
hues and harmony. Rich in flora and 
fauna, forests and minerals, moun¬ 
tains have sustained life in varied 
forms and formats since time im- 
morial. Tlie glory and grandeur of 
land-scape, and the natural habitat of 
innumerable species and herbs, they 
have stood like majestic guardians 
and custodians of both visible as wel 1 
as invisible treasure troves of wealth 
In countless colours and contours. 
God forbid, if mountains ceased to 
exist on earth, the following conse¬ 
quences would be tcK) cruel to cope 
with. 

1. In the first instance when 
there are no mountains, snow 
covered peaks around the globe 
would become a thing of the past. 
With no snow staying on the highest 
hilts, the question of its melting 
during warm or summer days would 
no longer exist. As a result of this 
dubious development, rivulets, 
streams and rivers would almost dry 
and dams would become vast areas 
of silt and slush. Production of 
electricity and the entire Spectrum of 
activities, both industrial as well as 
agriculture, would be adversely af¬ 
fected. 

2. Without sufficient water for 
itrigation and other purposes avail¬ 
able due to drying up of rivers and 
dams and non-availability of power, 
the adverse impact of su^ aniwen- 
tuality would Become too palpable 

: and poignant' to be wished away now 
or in future. Fields and factories 


would become deserted and desolate 
and national economies of all 
countries would face serious set¬ 
backs. Such industries as almost sub¬ 
sist on mountain produce, would 
have no other option but to down 
their shutters. Unemployment or job¬ 
lessness would set in leading to a vi¬ 
cious cycle of unrest and mass 
uprising. 

3. Human race would be 
deprived of the flora and fauna of 
mountains as also of its forest wealth. 
Beauty and wholesome climate of 
hill-stations would vanish into thin 
air. Winter sports, like skiing, would 
go out of everybody's life. Trekking 
and mountaineering, so popular 
among the youth, would also go out 
of reckoning, once the mountains 
cease to exist. Creative artists like 
poets and painters, and others, who 
liave lived on melody and magic of 
mountains, would find the springs of 
their inspiration dried up. 

l\vo>year Union budget 

Q. The Union budget should 
be prepared for two years instead of 
one. Write down two statements for 
and against. 

Statements for the suggestion 

1. When perceptions and plans 
of the Central government are drawn 
on long-term basis, there is no point 
in sticking to the practice of prepar¬ 
ing and presenting the Union oueget 
annually. Everybody knows that the 
budget is not only an account of the 
Union government's receipts and ex¬ 
penditure for the next year, it also 
unfolds a few secrets and keeps a few 
proposals under the wraps. Instead 
of going to the Parliament every year, 
with a bag full of proposals and 
jwrspectives for the future, it is high 
time that the 'powers that be' (the 
Finance Ministry) make a decisive 
departure from the hackneyed prac¬ 
tice. There is no harm in preparing 
the Unitm budget for two years. 


2 . [f the suggestion to have a 
two-year Union oudget is carried 
through, the government can go 
ahead with its taxation policies, plan 
and non-plan priorities and the like 
unhindered and uninterrupted for 
full two years. There seems no 

E lausible or convincing reason to 
eep the entire community, especial¬ 
ly the trade and industry, tax-payers 
and professionals, consumers and 
others on tenter hooks by treating or 
undertaking the budget-making ex¬ 
ercise as something secretive and 
sacrosanct year after year. By resort¬ 
ing to a two-year Union budget, both 
the government and the people can 
heave a sigh of relief and devote their 
energies to maximise production in 
various fields instead of keeping the 
entire polity in a state of suspense 
and surprises every year. 

Statements against the 
suggestion 

1. Since the functioning of our 
parliamentary democracy is largely.-, 
based on the Westminster system 
(British model) of government and ite, 
conventions, it is but natural that we 
have been following the practice of 
annual budgets, with all the 
paraphernalia attached to it. To 
everybody's knowledge and under¬ 
standing, the practice has worked 
quite well all these years and if our 
goals or achievements have fallen 
short of our expectations, the fault 
does not lie in the annual preparation 
or presentation of the Union budget. 
The gap in our projections and ac- ' 
complishments is due to some other 
reasons and certainly not in the am- 
vention of annual budget Those who 
suggest that we should switch over to 
two-year Union budget have nothing 
concrete or cogent to back up .their 
suggestion., ' 

2. Secondly, the practice to 
prepare an annual budget to be 
presented to the Parliament, keepa- 
the policy makers, financial experts. 
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economists and the Finance Minister 
on their toes. During the course of the 
financial year, a review or revision of 
our priorities and preferences, adjust¬ 
ments and allocations in view of the 
socicveconomic targets can be under¬ 
taken and the aberrations or draw¬ 
backs, if any, can be corrected. If we 
were to change the practice from the 
annual budget to the two-year exer¬ 
cise there is the danger of complacen¬ 
cy and non-accountability 
overtaking the 'powers-tliat-be'. 
Therefore as the matters stand today 
and especially in view of the struc¬ 
tural changes taking place in the na¬ 
tional economy under the aegis of 
'liberalisation', it is in the fitness of 
things that we keep our options 
flexible. Moreover, the preparation 
and presentation of Union budget 
after two years would deprive the 
members of Parliament to take the 
government to task for its failures 
and keep a watchful eye on the 
economic policies of the government. 

Open Book Examinations 

Q. Some people feel that there 
should be open book examinations. 

Ans. Needless to reiterate that 
since India's Independence, the num¬ 
ber of schools, alleges and univer¬ 
sities has taken a quantum jump and 
! so have the problems of growing 
! numbers in the class rooms, the 
credibility of teaching metluxis, fair- 
I ness of examinations and finally the 
I reliability of evaluation. In a polity 
where quantity overtakes quality a 
number of issues relating to the sub¬ 
jects of education, examination and 
evaluation keep inviting the atten¬ 
tion of all those who feel concerned 
with the distortions that the triangle, 
f.e. teaching, examination and 
evaluation, tends to develop over the 
ears. Wittingly or otherwise, we 
ave come to a pass where the entire 
gamut of education has become a 
subject (rf serious scrutiny. Mass dis¬ 
satisfaction among the major par¬ 
ticipants of the vast exercise of 
educating or learning, examining 
and evaluating, have left many 
wondering if some major surgery or 
departure frcxn the existing practices 
can still restore the health and 
sanctity of the triangle. One of the 
nuijor areas where a drastic change of 


approach is needed is "the prevalent 
system of examination". 

Rightly or wrongly, from the day 
one, when a child is admitted to a 
school, and onwards, the fear of ex¬ 
amination keeps lurking in his or her 
mind. For him or her, the basic pur¬ 
pose and priority of ail education, 
formal or informal remains the pass¬ 
ing of examinations at different levels 
and for different degrees or 
diplomas. The entire focus of teach¬ 
ing and learning comes to a halt with 
the obsession to get through the ex¬ 
amination, by all means, fair or foul. 
The ideal of gaining knowledge or 
mastering the subfect comes under a 
cloud. If we really mean to encourage 
scholarship and objective enquiry 
into the relevance of subjects under 
study the only course left open for us 
is 'open book examinations' in 
stages. 

In order to adopt the innovative 
method of 'examination with bixiks', 
the style of teaching, setting of ques¬ 
tion papers and last but not least, the 
methoa of evaluation would have to 
be changed thoroughly and 
meticulously. Under the new pattern 
of 'examination with open books' in 
the examination hall, the need to 
have tension-ridden invigilators or 
police force, would not arise. There 
would be no need to pass Anti-copy¬ 
ing Act. Much of tne violence or 

a sterism indulged in the name of 
ing question papers, using un¬ 
fair means in the examinations and 
the evils like these, would go down 
considerably, if we take immediate 
steps to introduce 'open-book 
examinations' in our much maligned 
systems of education. 

Dutiful and responsible 
youth of India 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures to promote a sense of duW 
and responsibility among the youth 
in India. 

Ans. There are no two 
opinions to afiirm the fact that youth 
is the most blessed and blissful 
period of life. But when we come 
across instances of ‘youth in revolt or 
turmoil', 'youth unrest', 'youth on 
suicidal course' and descriptions Uke 
'angry young man', the misdeamour 


of their personality becomes 
prominent lixe an ugly scar. The fol¬ 
lowing steps, if taken in the right 
earnest and with unstinted sincerity 
can go a long way in bringing round 
the misguided youth to the path of 
constructive and creative purposes 
and pursuits. 

First of all, the elders of this 
country should set an example of 
uprightness in their precepts and 
practices. Despite the generation gap 
between the old and the young, the 
latter still look upto the seniors for 
inspiration and instructions. Mere 
preaching or sermons are not going 
to cut much ice as far as the current 
mood of the youth are concerned. 
They require recognition, trust and a 
due share in decision making and in 
running the various political, 
economic and administrative ac¬ 
tivities of this country. Once we make 
them equal partners in domestic as 
well as national affairs, they would 
slowly but surely become dutiful and 
responsible. 

The tendency to treat them kids 
to be led by the nose, should be given 
a go-bye. Under the now emerging 
world order of competition and ex¬ 
cellent performance, the youth are 
more than aware of their duties and 
responsibilities. It Is high time we 
put the youth in key positions of our 
national life, gave them ample oppor¬ 
tunities to show their initiative and 
innovative instincts and leave the rest 
to their innate sense of duty and 
responsibility. 

Since every group or segment of 
society that becomes despondent or 
depressed, needs an occasional coax¬ 
ing, the same could be said about the 
Indian youth. If they have 
developed some distortions, they 
should be exposed to such visuals, 
features and documentaries as 
depict the heroic deeds of the 
young, at home and abroad. The 
visual media can bryig about a sea 
change in their attitudes and assess¬ 
ments. All said, no measure can 
work as effectively to promote a 
sense of duty and responsibility as 
our willingness to treat the youth as 
the most potent agents of our na¬ 
tional reconstruction. 
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Facts about Science 


Earthquakes 

An earthquake is> a sudden dis¬ 
turbance within the Earth 
manifested at the surface by a shak¬ 
ing of the ground. This shaking, 
which accounts for the destructive¬ 
ness of an earthquake, is caused by 
the passage of elastic waves through 
the Earth's rocks. These seismic 
waves are produced when .some 
form of stored energy, such as elastic 
strain, chemical energy, or gravita¬ 
tional energy is released suddenly. 
Few natural phenomena can wreak 
as much havtx: as earthquakes. Over 
the centuries they have been respon¬ 
sible for millions of deaths and an 
incalculable amount of damage to 
property. 

Earthquake.s generate seismic 
waves 

These can be commonly clas¬ 
sified into three main types. The first 
two, the P and S waves, are 
propagated within the Earth, while 
the third, consisting of Love and 
Rayleigh waves, is propagated along 
its surface. 

The P (or primary) waves travel 
through the body of the Earth at the 
highest speeds. They are lon¬ 
gitudinal waves that can be trans¬ 
mitted by both solid and liquid 
materials in the Earth's interior. With 
P waves, the particles of the medium 
vibrate in a manner similar to sound 
waves, and the transmitting rocks 
are alternately compressed and ex¬ 
panded. The S (or secondary) wave, 
travels only through solid material 
within the Earth. With S waves, the 
particle motion is transverse to the 
direction of travel and involves the 
sheanng of the transmitting rock. 

Because of their greater speed, 
the P waves are the first to reacrt any 
olnt on the Earth's surface. The first 
•wave onset starts from the spot 
where an earthquake originates, uiis 
point, usually at some depth within 


the Earth, ts called the focus, or 
hypocentre. The point immediately 
above the focus at the surface is 
known as the epicentre. Love and 
Rayleigh waves are guided by the 
free surface of the Earth. They follow 
along after the P and S waves have 
passed through the body of the 
planet. Both Love and Rayleigh 
waves involve horizontal particle 
motion, but only the latter type has 
vertical ground displacements. As 
Love and Rayleigh waves travel, 
they disperse into long wave trams, 
and at substantial distances fnim the 
source they cause much of the shak¬ 
ing felt during earthquakes. 

Effects of EHrthquake.s 

Earthquakes have varied effects, 
including changes in geologic fea¬ 
tures, damage to man-made struc¬ 
tures, and impact on human and 
animal life. 

Geomorphological changes are 
often caused by an earthquake; e.g., 
movements—either vertical or 
horizontal—^along geological fault 
traces; the raising, lowering, and tilt¬ 
ing of the ground surface with re¬ 
lated effects on the flow of 
groundwater; liquefaction of sandy 
ground; landslides; and mudflows. 

Earthquakes can do significant 
damage to buildings, bridges, 
pipelines, railways, embankments, 
and other man-made structures. The 
type and extent of damage inflicted 
are related to the strength of the 
ground motions and to the be¬ 
haviour of the foundation soils. 

In the most intensely damaged 
region, called the meizoseismal area, 
the effects of a severe earthquake are 
usually complicated and depend on 
the topography and the nature of the 
surface materials; they are often 
severer on soft alluvium and uncon¬ 
solidated sediments than on hard 
rock. At distances of more than 100 
kilometres from the source, the main 
damage is caused by surface waves. 


Further effects of interest are the 
occurrence of earthquake sounds 
and lights. The sounds are generally 
low-pitched and have been likened 
to the noise of an undeiground train 
passing through a station. The occur¬ 
rence of such sounds implies the ex¬ 
istence of significant short periods in 
the P waves in the ground (a wave 
period is the length of time between 
the arrival of successive crests in a 
wave train). Occasionally luminous 
flashes, streamers, and balls are seen 
in the night sky during earthquakes. 
These lights have been attributed to 
electric induction in the air along the 
earthquake source. 

Causes of Earthquakes 

Earthquakes are caused by the 
sudden release of energy within 
some limited region of the rocks of 
the Earth. The form of energy in¬ 
volved is produced by elastic strain, 
gravitational potential, chemical 
reactions, or motion of bodies. Of 
these, the release of elastic strain 
energy is the most important, since 
this form of energy is the only kind 
that is stored in sufficient quantity in 
the Earth to produce major 
earthquakes. Earthquakes associated 
with this type of energy release are 
called tectonic earthquakes. 

Measurements of triangulation 
lines across the San Andreas Fault 
before and after its rupture in the 
1906 San Franciso earthquake led to 
the so-called elastic rebound theory 
for tectonic earthquakes. As formu¬ 
lated by the American geologist 
Harry Fielding Reid, the theory ex¬ 
plains that a tectonic earthquake oc¬ 
curs when stresses in rock masses 
have accumulated to a point where 
they exceed the strength of the rocks, 
leading to rapid fracture. These rock 
fractures usually tend in the same 
direction and may extend over many 
kilometres along the zone of weak¬ 
ness. In the 1906 earthquake the San , 
Andreas Fault slipped for 430 
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kilometres, with a maximum 
horizontal fault offset of about six 
metres. 

Another type of earthquake, that 
associated with volcanic activity, is 
called a volcanic earthquake. Yet, it is 
likely that even here the energy 
released may be the result of a rela¬ 
tively sudden slip of rock masses 
and the consequent release of elastic 
strain energy. The energy, however, 
may in part be of Jiydrodynamic 
origin due to the motion of magma in 
reservoirs beneath the volcano or to 
the release of gas under pressure. 

Earthquakes have different 
properties depending on the type of 
fault slip that causes them. The 
geological interpretation of a fault is 
given in terms of standard 
geometries. The usual fault model 
has a strike (direction from north of 
the horizontal line in the fault plane) 
and a dip (angle between directioi\ of 
steepest slope and horizontal). The 
hanging wall lies over the footwall, 
the lower wall of an inclined fault. 

Relative offsets parallel to the 
strike produce strike-slip faulting 
while those parallel to the dip 

J 'enerate dip-slip faulting. Strike-slip 
aults are right or left lateral, 
depending on whether the block on 
the opposite side of the fault from the 
observer moves to his right t)r left. 
Dip-slip faults are normal if the 
hanging-wall block moves 
downward relative to the footwall 
block; the opposite motion produces 
reverse or thrust faulting. A mixed 
offset results in oblique-slip faulting, 
which is measured either by the 
plunge or by the slip angle. 

Observed faults are assumed to 
be the seat of one or more past 
earthquakes, though movements 
along faults are often slow, and most 
geologically ancient faults are now 
aseismic (i.e., cause no earthquakes). 
The actual faulting in an earthquake 
may be complex, and it is often not 
clear whether in a particular 
earthquake the total energy issues 
from a single fault plane. 

Observed geological faults 
sometimes show overall relative dis¬ 
placements on the order of hundreds 


of kilometres, whereas the 
amplitudes of seismic waves reach 
only several centimetres. In the 1976 
T'ang-shan earthquake, for example, 
a surface strike-slip of about one 
metre was observed along the causa¬ 
tive fault. 

Earthquakes are sometimes 
caused by human activities. Such ac¬ 
tivities include the injection of fluids 
into deep wells, the detonation of 
large underground nuclear ex¬ 
pulsions, the excavation of mines, 
and the filling of large reservoirs. In 
the case of deep mining, the removal 
of rock produces changes in the 
strain around the tunnels. Slip on 
preexisting faults or outward shat¬ 
tering of rix;k into the cavities may 
occur. In all other situations, the in¬ 
duction mechanism is thought to in¬ 
volve elastic strain release, as in the 
case of tectonic earthquakes. Here, 
earthquakes are triggered by small 
changes in the IcKal strain field that 
prixiuce rock fracture or fault slip. 
Ltval changes in strain around large 
underground expUwions have been 
known to produce slip on already 
strained faults in the vicinity. 

Geographic concentratiom of 
earthquakes 

The Earth's major earthquakes 
occur mainly in belts coinciding with 
the margins of tectonic plates. This 
has long been apparent from early 
catalogs of felt earthquakes and is 
even more readily discernible in 
modern seismicity maps. 

One major earthquake belt pas¬ 
ses around the Pacific Ocean and af¬ 
fects coastlines bordering on it, as, 
for example, those of New Zealand, 
New Guinea, Japan, the Aleutian is¬ 
lands, Alaska, and the western 
regions of Ntirth and South America. 
It is estimated that 80 per cent of the 
energy presently released in 
earthquakes comes from those 
whose epicentres are in this belt. The 
seismic activity is by no means 
uniform throughout the belt, and 
there are a number of branches at 
various points. 

A second belt passes through the 
Mediterranean region eastward 
through Asia and joins the first belt 


in the East Indies. The energy 
released in earthquakes from this 
belt is about 15 per cent of the world 
total. There also are striking con¬ 
nected belts of seismic activity, 
mainly along midHxeanic ridges— 
including those in the Arctic Ocean, 
the Atlantic Ocean, and the western 
Indian Ocean—and along the rift 
valleys of East Africa. • 

Most other parts of the world ex¬ 
perience at least ixcasional shallow 
earthquakes—those that originate 
within 60 kilometres of the Earth's 
outer surface. The great majority of 
earthquakes are shallow. It should be 
noted that the geographic distribu¬ 
tion of smaller e.trthquakes is le.ss 
precisely determined, partly because 
the availability of relevant data is de¬ 
pendent on the geographical dis¬ 
tribution of observatories. 

There is a clear correspondence 
between the geographical distribu¬ 
tion of volcanoes and major 
earthquakes, particularly in the cir- 
cum-Pacific earthquake belts and 
along mid-oceanic ridges. Volcanic 
vents, however, are generally at a 
distance of some hundreds of 
kilometres from the majority of the 
epicentres of major shallow 
earthquakes, and many earthquake 
sources occur nowhere near active 
volcanoes. Earthquakes of inter¬ 
mediate fcKal depth frequently cx:cur 
directly below structures marked by 
volcanic vents, but there is probably 
no immediate causal connection be¬ 
tween these earthquakes and the vol¬ 
canic activity, both most likely 
resulting from the same tectonic 
processes. 

Seismicity patterns had no 
strong global theoretical explanation 
until a dynamical model called plate 
tectonics was developed during the 
late 1960s. This theory holds that the 
Earth's upper shell, or lithosphere, 
consists of nearly a dozen large, 
quasi-stable slabs called plates. The 
thickness of each of these plates ex¬ 
tends to a depth of roughly 80 
kilometres. The plates move 
horizontally, relative to neighbour¬ 
ing plates, on a layer of softer rock. 
The rate of movement ranges from 
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one to 10 centimetres per year over a 
shell of lesser strength called the as- 
thenosphere. At the plate edges, 
where mere is contact with adjoining 
plates, boundary tectonic forces 
operate on the rocks, causing physi¬ 
cal and chemical changes in them. 
New lithosphere is created at mid- 
oceanic ridges by the upwelling and 
cooling of magma from the Earth's 
mantle. The horizontally moving 
plates are believed to be absorbed at 
the (Kean trenches, where a subduc- 
tion process carries the lithosphere 
downward along the Denioff zones 
into the Earth's interior. The total 
amount of lithospheric material 
destroyed at these subduction zones 
equals that generated at the ridges. 

Some earthquakes associated 
with mid-oceanic ridges are con¬ 
fined to strike-.slip faults that offset 
the ridge crests. The majority of the 
earthquakes occurring along such 
horizontal shear faults are charac¬ 
terized by slip motions. Also ccwt.sis- 
tent with the plate tectonics theory is 
the high seismicity encountered 
along the edges of plates that slide 
past each other. Examples of plate 
boundaries of this kind, which are 
sometimes called fracture zone.s, in¬ 
clude the San Andreas Fault in 
California and the North Anatolian 
fault system in Turkey. Such plate 
boundaries are the site of interptate 
earthquakes of shallow focus. 

One other point that correlates 
with the plate theory is the low seis¬ 
micity within plates. Small to large 
earthquakes do occur in limited 
regions well within the boundaries 
of plates; however, such interplate 
seismic events must be explained by 
mechanisms other than plate mo¬ 
tions and their associated 
phenomena. 

Aftershocks, foreshocks, and 
swarms 

Usually a major or even 
moderate earthquake of shallow 
focus is followed by many lesser 
earthquakes close to the original 
source region. This is to be^expected 
because the fault rupture ^oducing 
a major earthquakes does not relieve 
all of the accumulated strain eneigy 


at once. Furthermore, this disloca¬ 
tion is liable to cause an increase in 
the stress and strain at a number of 
places in the vicinity of the focal 
region, bringing crustd rocks at cer¬ 
tain points close to the stress at 
which fracture occurs. In some cases 
the frequency of aftershocks may be 
for a time as high as 1,000 or more a 
day. 

Sometimes a large earthquake is 
followed by another at approximate¬ 
ly the same focus within an hour or 
perhaps a day. An extreme case of 
this is multiple earthquakes. In most 
instances, however, the first prin¬ 
cipal earthquake of a series is much 
more energetic than the aftershocks. 
In general, the number of after¬ 
shocks per day decreases with in¬ 
creasing time. The aftershock 
frequency is roughly inversely 
proportional to the time since the oc¬ 
currence of the largest earthquake of 
the series. 


Most major earthquakes occuif ‘ 
without detectable warning from' 
less energetic precursor earthquake^*, 
but some prindpal earthquai^ am'! 
preceded by foreshocks, in anotiier 
pattern of occurrence, latge numbers, 
of small earthquakes occur in a 
region over an interval of time that' 
may extend to some months without 
a major earthquake occurring. In the 
Matsushiro region of Japan, for in*^ 
stance, there occurred between 
August 1965 and 1967 a series of 
hundreds of thousands of 
earthquakes, some sufficiently 
strong to cause property damage but 
no casualties. The maximum fre¬ 
quency was 6,780 small earthquakes 
on April 17, 1966. Such series of 
earthquakes are called earthquake 
swarms. Earthquakes associated 
with volcanic activity often occur in 
swarms, but swarms also have been' 
observed in many non-volcanic 
regions. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESHONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Solved Papen Engineering Services Examination, held in August 14,1994 

PART A 

3. He is working(d) in a bank in 


USAGE 

Spotting Errors (Itan$ 1 fo 10) 
Directions: 

(i) In this Section a number of 
sentences are given. The sentences 
are in three separate parts and each 
one is called a, b, c. Read each sen¬ 
tence to find out whether there is an 
error in any part. No sentence has 
more than one error. When you find 
an error in any one of the parts («, b or 
c), indicate your response on the 
separate Answer Sheet at the ap¬ 
propriate space. You may feel that 
there is no error in a sentence. In that 
case letter 'd' will signify a 'No error' 
response. 

(ft) You are to indicate only one 
response for each item in your 
Answer Sheet. (If you indicate more 
than one response, your answer will 
be considered wrong.) Errors may be 
in grammar, word usage or idioms. 
Th«e may be a word missing or there 
.may be a word which should be 
removed. 

(iVi) Ymi are not required to cor¬ 
rect the error. You are required only to 
indicate your response on the 
Answer Sheet. Examples P and Q 
have been solved for yt)u. 

P. The young child (a) singed (I)) a 
very sweet song.fc) No error, (rf) 

Q. We worked(rt) very hard(f») 
throughout the season.(c) No error. 

w 

Exvlanalion: In item P, the word 
'singea' is wrong. The letter under 
this part is so 'b' is the correct 
answer. Similarly, for item Q, 'd' is the 
correct answer, as the sentence does 
not contain any error. 

Nov: attetnpt items 1 to 10. 

1. You will get(a) all the infor- 
mations(b) if you read this booklet 
carefully.(c) No error.(rf) 

2. She sa ng(fl) very well (b) isn't 
it?(c) No em>r.(d) 
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new Delhi(b) for the past several 
months.(c) No error.(d) 

4. There is no questionfa) of 
my failing(b) in the exammation.(c) 
No error.(a) 

5. None of the students attend¬ 
ing your class(<?) answered your^ 
question,(b) did they?(f) No error.(df| 

6 . They leftfa) their lugg€'»ges(I9' 
at the railway station.(c) No error.(d) 

7. The man told to her((^ that 
he had not brought his dog(b) out for 
a walk as he was afraid that it would 
raln.(c) No error.(d) 

8 . Even though the shirt is^ 
rather expensive,(fl) but 1 wish to(iif| 

R urchase it with my dWn money.(c) 
lo error.(d) 

9. He fell from a running 
train(<i) and would have died(b) if the 
villagers did not get him admitted in 


S. 

twice. 


(c) child sang a 

(d) No improvement 

1 have already read this book 


(a) I already twice have read 
this b(x>K. 

(b) 1 twice have already read 
this book. 

(c) 1 have twice already read 
this book. 

(d) No improvement 
Expknatiott: 

R. For item R, the correct sen¬ 
tence should read, "The young child 
sang a very sweet song", (c) is there¬ 
fore, the correct answer. 

S. Item S is a correct sentence. 
None of the changes suggested will 
improve it. (d) is therefore, the correct 
answer. 


Errors may be in grammar, ap¬ 
propriate word usage or idioms. 

V llIdKCI rt V4IU »IV#V llllll III I ^ t ( 

.r, . j , V, I should be removed. 

10. Heisgomgeveryday(rt)fora 

morning walk(b) with his friends and 
neighbours.{c) No error.(^ 

Sentence Improvement 
(Items 11 to 20) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of 
each sentence. Below each sentence 
are given three possible substitutions 
for the underlined part. If one of them 
(a), (b) or (c) is better than the under¬ 
lined part, indicate your response on 
the Answer Sheet against the cor¬ 
responding letter (a), (b) or (c). If 
none of the substitutions improve the 
sentence, indicate (d) as vour 
response on the Answer Sheet, thus 
a 'No improvement' response will be 
signified by the letter (d). Examples R 
and S have been solved for you. 

R. The young child sung a very 
sweet song. 

(a) child singed the 
(I>) child singed 


Now attempt items 11 to 20. 

11. All, but her, had made an at¬ 
tempt. 

All, but she, 

(b) All but her 

(c) All, but her 

(d) No improvement 

12. His powCTful desire brought 
about his downfall. 

(a) His intense desire 
His desire for power 

(c) His fatal desire 

(d) No improvement 

13. If he had time he will call you 

(a) would have 

(b) would have4iad 

(d) No improvement 

14. More than one person was 
killed in the accident. 

(a) were killed 

(b) are killed 

(c) have been killed 



improvement 

15. Not a word they spoke to the 
unfortunate wife about it. 

u(ll) did they speak 

(b) they will speak 

(c) they had spoken 

(d) No improvement 

16. The poor villagers have 
waited in the bitter cold for more 
than four hours now. 

*(&) have been waiting 

(b) had waited 

(c) has been waiting 

(d) No improvement 

17. There is a dearth of woman 
doctor in our State. We shall have to 
recruit some from the other States. 

.(«) women doctor 
, (bj wonian doctors 
women doctors 
(d) No improvement 

18. It was indeed a shock for her, 
but she has later recovered from it. 

since 

(b) tlien 
^(c) afterwards 
(d) No improvement 

19. I am used to hard work. 

, (a) work hard 

(b) work hardly 

(c) hard working 
No improvement 

20. Twenty kilometres are not a 
areat distance in these days of fast 
moving vehicles. 

is not a great distance 

(b) is no distance 

(c) aren't a great distance 
.{<0 No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
S 3 monyms (/ferns 21 to 25) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number 
of sentences, parts of which are un¬ 
derlined. You may als» find only a 
group of words wliich is underlined. 
For each underlined part, four 
words/phrases are listed below. 
Choose the word nearest in meaning 
to the underlined part and blacken 
the corresponding space on the 
Answer Sheet 

Example E is solved for 

E. His style is quite tran^arent 

(a) verbose (b) involved 

(c) lucid {d) witly 


Explanation: In item 'E' the word 
"lucid" is nearest in meaning to the 
wwd "transparent". So (c) is the correct 
answer. In your Answer Sheet the 
space marked (c) is to be blackened. 

Now attempt items 21 to 25. 

21. He found a lucrative assign¬ 
ment 

(fl) good profitable 

(c) excellent (^0 significant 

22. It took him a long time to 
come round after the operation. 

j(e)^ecover (b) walk 

(c) move (rf) eat 

23. Few teachers have been 
spared the problem of an 
obstreperous pupil in the clas.s. 

(a) sullen .^fcf^ruly 

(c) lazy (d) awkward 

24. His visit to foreign countries 
brought about a sea-change in his 
outhxik and his attitude to people. 

Jey complete change 

(b) partial change 

(c) favourable change 

(d) unfavourable change 

25. Swift is known in the world 
of letters for his misogynism. 

{«) hate for mankind 

for womankind 
(c) love for the reasonable 
' (d) love for womankind 
Antonyms (Items 26 to 30) 

Directions; 

In this secticm each item consists 
of a word or a phrase which is under¬ 
lined in the sentence given. It is fol¬ 
lowed by four words or phrases. 
Select the word or phrase which is 
closest to the opposite in meaning of 
the underlined word or phrase. 

Example "F" has been solved for 

you. 

F. Lucy is a smart girl. 

(«) lazy (b) active 

(c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation: 

The word which is nearest op¬ 
posite in meaning to the underlined 
word "smart" is "lazy". So you have 
to blacken the space 'a' in the An.swer 
Sheet. 

Now attempt items 26 to 30. 

26. The actor is well known both 
for hi s humility and courage. 

(a) pride 


(b) detennination 

(c) honesty 

(d) gentleness 

27* Feasibility of the prtqect is 
under study. 

(«) Unsuitability 

(b) Cheapness 

(c) Impropriety 

(d) Impracticability 

28. His interpretation of the' 
poem is superficial . 

(a) mysterious (l>) difficult 
(c) profound (d) myshcal 

29. Poets often prefer ambiguity 
to 

(a) clarity (b) certainty 
(c) rationality (d) perversity 

30. Many people try to resist 
reforms in the stxiety. 

(a) fight (jb) accept 
(c) welcome (d) repel 

SELECTING WORDS 

(/terns 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In the following passage (Items 
31 to 40) at certain points, you are 
given a choice of three words marked 
(«)/ (b), (c). Choose the best word from 
these three and indicate your choice 
in the relevant column of your 
Answer Sheet. 

Examples Zi and Z 2 have been 
solved for you. 

Zi 

The (a) boy 

(b) horse 

(c) d«^ 

was in the school in Shimla. 

Z 2 

(a) She 

(b) It 

(c) He 
was homesick. 

Explanation: Out of the list given 
in item Zi, only 'boy' is the correct 
answer. So, 'a' should be indicated as 
your response. For item Z 2 'c' is the 
correct answer, because that is the 
pronoun which refers back to the 
noun 'boy'. 

Now attempt item Nos. 31 to 40.' 

Every bird has feathers, and 
nothing that is not a bird can show 
any trace of them. The whole body of 
the birds is fitted to the habit of 
flying. We have long envied the bird 
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its power to fly. 

In fact, it was the birds that 

31. {a) demonstrated 
ib) taught 
(c) trained 

us to build our aeroplanes after the 

32. (a) shape 

(b) structure 

(c) strength 

of their wings and bodies. The bird's 
wings 

33. (fl) can serve 

(b) serve 

(c) have served 

as propellers, for they have both lift¬ 
ing and 

34. (a) flying 
{b) soaring 
(c) driving 

ower. The tail is the rudder and 
elps to 

35. (a) steer. 

(b) dive. 

(c) soar. 

It also serves the important function 
of 

36. (a) anchor 

(b) brake 

(c) support 

when the bird alights. Some birds, 
like the birds of 

37. (rt) paradise, 

(b) passage, 

(c) prey, 

soar and remain in the air a long time 

38. (fl) on 

(b) at 

(c) with 

motionless wings. They can sail in a 

39. (a) tangent 

(b) circle 

(c) spiral 

to a great height. Others dart like 

40. (fl) swans. 

(b) swallows. 

(c) herons. 

COMPREHENSION 
(Items i1 to 55) 

DitwHons: 

In this Section you have four 
short passages. After each passage 
you will find several questions based 
on the passage. First, read Passage 1, 
and answer the questions based on it. 
Then goon to the next passage. 

Examples T and 'J' are solved 
for you. 
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PASSAGE 

In our approach to life, be it 
pragmatic or otherwise, a basic fact 
that confronts us squarely and un- 
mistakenly is the desire for peace, 
security and happiness. Different 
forms of life at different levels of ex¬ 
istence make up the teeming denizens 
of this earth of ours. And, no matter 
whether they belong to the higher 
groups such as human beings or to the 
lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort 
and seairity. Life is as dear to a mute 
creature as it is to a man. Even the 
lowliest insect strives for protection 
against dangers that threaten its life. 
Just as each one of us wants to live and 
not to die, so do all other creatures. 

I. The author's main point is 

that 

(a) different forms of life are 
found on earth 

(b) differentlevelsofexistence 
are possible in nature 

(c) peace and security are the 
chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even the weakest creature 
struggles to preserve its 
life 

J. One of the following assump¬ 
tions or steps is essential in develop¬ 
ing the author's position 

(a) All forms of life have a 
single overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a 
creature is identified with 
a desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into 
higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn be¬ 
tween happiness and life 
and pain and death 

Explanation: 

I. The idea which represents the 
author's main point is 'peace and 
security are the chief goals of all 
living beings', which is response (c). 
So (c) is to be marked in your Answer 
Sheet 

J. The best assumption underly¬ 
ing the passage is 'The wilt to survive 
of a creature is identified with a 
desire for peace', which is response 
(b). So (b) is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 41 to 55. 
PASSAGE 1 

I felt the wall of the tunnel shiver. 


The master alarm squealed through 
my earphones. Almost simultaneous¬ 
ly, Jack yelled down to me that there 

was a warning tight on.Fleeting 

but spectacular sights snapped into 
and out of view, the snow shower of 
debris, the mtwn, kximing close and 
big, the dazzling sunshine—*for once 
unfiltered by layers of air. The last 
twelve hours before reentry were 
particularly bone-chilling. During 
this period, I had to go up into the 
command module. Even after the 
fiery reentry and splashing down in 
81® water in the South Pacific, we 
could still see our frosty breath inside 
the command module. 

41. The word, 'Command 
mcxiule' used twice in the given pas¬ 
sage indicates perjiaps that it deals 
with 

(a) an alarming journey 

(b) a commanding situation 

(c) a journey into outer space 

(d) a frightful battle 

42. The statement that the daz¬ 
zling sunshine was "for once unfil¬ 
tered by layers of air" means 

(a) that the Sun was very hot 

(b) that there was no strong 
wind 

(c) that the air was unpolluted 

(d) none of the above 

43. Which one of the following 
reasons would one consider as more 
possible for the warning lights to be 
on? 

(a) There was a shower of" 
debris 

(b) Jack was yelling 

(c) A catastrophe was im¬ 
minent 

(d) The moon was Ux)ming 
close and big 

PASSAGE 2 

The low unit of gas is a real 
temptation to any one choosing be¬ 
tween gas and electric processes. But 
gas-fired processes are often less effi¬ 
cient, require more floor space, take 
longer and produceMtiore variable 
product quality. These drawbacks 
negate the savings many businesses 
believe they make. 

By contrast, electricity harnesses 
a unique range of technologies un¬ 
available with gas. And many electric 
processes are well over 90% efficient, 
so far less energy is wasted. With 






benefits in terms of product quality 
and overall cleanliness, it can so often 
be tht better and cheaper choice Isn't 
that tempting'^ 

44 What does the wnt» i mean 
b> variable qualitv ^ 

(«) Pioducts tiom gas fired 
pnxesses are ineftiuent 
(l») The qualitv ot the product 
cannot be assessed 
(t) The quality of the pioducts 
IS not the same 

(il) The kind of pmducN vary 
fnim timt to time 

4‘> Electricity harnessc-s a uni 
que I inge ot technologies —What 
dots the vvt III r intan^ 

Electiiiitv 

(<») has developed new teih 
nologits 

(b) insures powtr toi seveial 
ttchnologiis 

(() nnkis use ot several tiih 
nologies 

(d) di pends on ntw kinds of 
U i hnology 

46 The passage cm be 

distiibcd as 

(fl) an adveitisenn nt fot 
elect! icitv and iN efficien- 
iv 

(b) an exlnct fioin a sc u nee 
journal 

(t) an appeal not to ust gas 
(d) in account of the growth of 
technolog) 

PASSAGE 3 

Religion IS the greatest instru¬ 
ment for so laising us It is amazing 
thata person not intelleitually bright, 
perhaps not even educated, is 
capable of grasping and living bv, 
something so advanced as the prin¬ 
ciples of Christianity Yet that is a 
common phenomenon It is not, how¬ 
ever, in my province to talk about 
religion, but rather tA stress the 
power which great literature and the 
great personalities whom we meet in 
It and in history have to open and 
enlarge oui minds, and to show us 
what IS first-ratt in human per¬ 
sonality and human character by 
showing us gixidness and greatnebS 

47 The phrase "so raising us' 
means 

(li) making us realise that we 
all are children of God 
{b) improving our mental 


abilities 

(c) making us feel that we are 
more important than we 
realiv are 

((/) giving us a sense of 
spiritual superiority 
48 Whaf surprises the author is 

that 

(rt) Christianity is practised b> 
a laige number of people 

(b) even uneducated people 
ate attracted towards 
Christianity 

(c) despite being difficult and 
complex, the principles of 
Christianity aie practised 
b> many people 

fd) even very intelligent 
people cannot understand 
the principUs ot Chris¬ 
tianity 

44 The author hesitates to talk 
about religion because 

(rt) he does not fully under¬ 
stand Its importance 

(b) he devs not bidievt in any 
religion 

({) nobodV around him likes 
to talk about it 

(d) he dots not ftel himself 
competent to talk about it 

SI) According to the author we 
come across examples ot greatness 
and nobility in 

{(i) books on Chnstianity 

(b) historical records 

(c) literal v and historical 
works 

(d) great works of ti terature 
SI In the passage the author s 

ultimate intention is to talk about 

(a) education 

(b) cliaracter 
(i) religion 

(d) history 

PASSAGE 4 

Some prophets of doom assert 
that we shall sexm exhaust the Earth's 
resources or pollute ourselves to 
death Optimists assert that Earth s 
systems are robust and that im¬ 
proved technologies will ease all the 
pressures on the planet Others see 
the mam omcerns as political, with 
environmental issues carrying the 
seeds of inequity and war 

Scientific understanding is too 
limited to say where the truth lies. If 
the care of the planet is a manage¬ 
ment task our species is in the posi¬ 


tion of a child who has to fly a jet 
plane without knowing what all the 
switches and levers do 

52 Which one of the following 
statements is true according to the 
passage"^ 

(a) Sometimes political mo¬ 
tives influence people's 
concern for the planet 

(b) Wars will cause greater 
pollution on Earth 

(c) People will feel exhausted 
owing to the green house 
effect 

((f) Men should feel respon¬ 
sible towards society 

53 According to the passage 
nobixfy knows the truth because 

(a) people do not think of 
what the future holds for 
them 

(b) scientists often are used by 
politicians 

(0 there are very few scien¬ 
tists capable of research in 
this area 

(d) objective analyses are not 
thorough or exhaustive 

54 The blame for the environ¬ 
mental crisis facing the earth lies with 

(a) Man s greed and selfish¬ 
ness 

(b) inadeciuate management 
of Farm s resources 

(c) rapid technological growth 

(d) pressures of overpopula¬ 
tion 

55 What does the comparison 
in the last sentence of the passage 
com ey’ 

(fl) We, on Earth, are inex- 

t erienced in managing 
artli s resources 
(b) Most of the people do not 
know how to fly an 
aeroplane 

(c) Our efforts to save the 
planet are childish 

(d) We are as ignorant as in- : 
fants 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

(Items ‘ib to 6()) 

Directions; 

In Items 56 to 60 each passage ' 
consists of SIX sentences The first and 
the sixth sentences are given m die , 
beginning The middle four sentences 
in each have been removed and 
jumbled up These are labelled P, Q, R 
and S You are required to find out the 
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proper order for fhe four sentences 
dnd mark accordingly imi the Answer 
Sheet 

Fxampic 

Si There was a boy named Jack 
S, At last she tiirnetl him out ol 
the house 

P So the mothei asked him to 
find work 

Q They were yery ptxir 
R He liyed with his mothei 
S But Jack refused to work 
The proper sequence should be 
(rt) RQPS (/.) PQRS 
(c) QPRS (rf) Rl’SQ 
Explanation The coirett se¬ 
quence in this example is RQPS 
which IS marked (»i) Theietoie (a) is 
the correct answer 

Now attempt items '56 to 6lt 

56 Si For some time m his 
youth, Abraham Lincoln was 
manager of a shop 

So Neyer before had Lincoln had 
M) much time for reading as he had 
then 

P Then a chance customer 
would come 

Q Young Lincoln s way of keep¬ 
ing shop was entirely unlike anyone 
else's 

R Lincoln would |ump up and 
attend to his needs and then revert to 
his reading 

S He used to lie lull length on the 
counter of the shop eagerly reading a 
b(K)k 

The proper sequence should be 
(rt) SRQP (u) QSPK 

(c) SQRP (.0 QreR 

57 Si We must leant to depend 
on ourselves and not Unik to others 
tor help every time we are in trouble 

Sf/ A countiy s freedom tan be 
preserved only by her own strength 
and selt-reliance 

P We should nc»t forget that 
those who lean tixi much on others 
tend to become weak and helpless 
Q Certainly we want to make 
friends with the rest of the woild 
R We welcome help and co¬ 
operation from every quarter but we 
must depend primarily on our own 
resources 

S We also seek the good-will and 


civoperation of all those who reside 
in this country, whatever their race or 
nationality 

The proper sequence should be 
(a) PQRS (l») SRQ1> 

(() QSRP (it) QPRS 

58 S) 1 never took payment for 
speaking 

Sf In this way I secured perfect 
freedom of speech, and was armed 
against the accusation of being a 
professional agitator 

P The Sunday SxKiety would 
then assure me that on these terms 1 
might lecture on any thing I liked and 
how I liked 

Q It often happened thatprovin- 
cial Sunday S<x.ietics offered me the 
usual ten guinea tee to give the usual 
sort of lecture, avoiding controversial 
politics and religion 

R Occasionally to avoid embar¬ 
rassing other lecturers who lived bv 
lectupng, the account was settled by 
a debit and credit entry that is, I was 
credited with the usual tee and ex¬ 
penses, and gave it back as a dona¬ 
tion to the society 

S 1 always replied that I never 
lectured on anything but vtr^ con- 
troveisial politics and religion, and 
that my fee was the price of my lail- 
wav ticket thud class if the place was 
further off than I could afford to go at 
my own expense 

Ihe proper sequence should be 
(a) QSPR (h) bQRl’ 

(t) SQPR (d) QSRP 

54 bi 1 he art of grow mg old is 
one which the ptissage of time has 
forced upon my attention 

S This IS not always easy, one s 
own past IS a gradually increasing 
weight 

P One of these is undue absorp¬ 
tion in the past 

Q One's thoughts must be 
dirt>cted to the future, and to things 
about which there is something to be 
done 

R Psychologically there are two 
dangers to be guarded against in old 
age 

S It does not do to live in 
memories, in regrets for the good old 
days,or in sad ness about friends who 
are dead 


The proper sequence should be 
(a) QSRP (b) Rixas 
(c) RPSQ (d) QPRS 
60 Si The role of the precious 
yellow metal is undergoing a 
dramatic change 

Sb Again, It would not be an 
economic proposition to buy and sell 
gold oniameiiN as an instrument of 
investment as bujnng would be 
costlier and selling will be at a div 
count 

P In developing countries like 
India, where gold is used mainly tor 
ornamenN, a distinct change in at¬ 
titude is in the otfmg 

Q Slowly, the use of gold in the 
form of oinamcnts will be on the 
decline and even if gold prices sluxvt 
up, women-folk would not like to sell 
off fheir omamenN 

R The yellow metal will scxmi be 
treated as an mvtsfmt nt instrument 
S The maxim, laign the gold 
reserv es, richer the countr> will not 
hold gocxl tor a long time now 

The propel sequence should be 
(a) SPRQ (b) SI’QR 

(c) PSRQ (<0 I’SQR 

_ ANSWERS _ 

1 (b) all the information 

2 (t) didn tshe'’ 

5 (a) 'He has been working' 

4 (c) 'the examination 

5 (d) 'No error 

6 (b) 'their luggage' 

7 (<i)'The man told her' 

8 (b) '1 wish to 

9 (t) if the villagers had not got him 

admitted ' 


10 

(d) No error 



11 

(fl) 

12 

(/«) 

13 

(0 

14 

(ft) 

15 

(a) 

16 


17 

(c) 

18 

(«) 

19 

(d) 

20 

(fl) 

21 

(h) 

22 

(fl) 

23 

(b) 

24 

(«) 

25 

(b) 

26 

(«) 

27 

(rf) 

28 

(c) 

29 

(«) 

30 

(c) 

31 

(b) 

32 

(«) 

33 

ib) 

31 

(«) 

35 

(<») 

36 

(i) 

.37 

(b) 

38 

(«) 

39 

(b) 

40 

(b) 

41 

(c) 

42 

(«) 

43 

(<■) 

44 

(c) 

45 

(c) 

46 

(«) 

47 

(«) 

48 

(b) 

49 

(rf) 

50 

(c) 

51 

(b) 

52 

(«) 

53 

(rf) 

54 

W 

55 

(d) 

56 

(*») 

57 

(«) 

58 

(d) 

59 

(c) 

60 

(rf) 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFA8RS 

SOUTH AFRICA-INDIA 
RELATIONS 

\^it of President Mandela to India 

RESIDEN r Nelson Mandela of South Afnca arrived in 
India on January 2S, 1WS on a four-day State visit This 
was Dr Mandela's hrst visit to India after being elected 
President ot the non-racial, democratic South Africa 

Dr Mandela was the Chief Guest at the Republic Day 
paiade 

During Dr Mandela s visit a new chapter of triendly 
relations was opened with the signing of three agreements 
that will provide the framewcwk for all-encompassing 
cooperation, especially in the political and economic 
spheres 

A treaty on the pi maples of inter-State relations and 
c(x>peration between the two countries was signed 1 he 
treaty te-affirms the shaied principles of peace, 
democracy and secular governance and the common 
resolve to fight against apartheid, racial discrimination 
and religious fundamentalism 

The treaty also reiterates the commitment of the two 
sides to achieve a nuclear weapons-tree and nun-violent 
world, with firm belief that "their bilateral cixiperation 
would further the cause of peace and international 
security" 

India and South Africa also agreed to cooperate in the 
fight against crime and terrorism in all its torms The two 
countries also amdemned all forms of hatred, violence, 
fundamentalism and religious extremism 

To give a push to Indo-South African bilateral trade, 
the Federaticm of Indian Chambers of Commerce and 
Industries (FlCCi) entered into an MoU with Sunnyside 

f -roup of ^uth Africa to provide for an institutional 
ramework for extended business activities, particularly 
for shanng of business information and quality related 
matters 

FICCI has estimated that the Indo-South African 
bilateral trade can grow at the rate of 50 per cent annually, 
to touch $ 4 billion by the end of the century, from the 
present level of $ 60 million. 

Addressing a dinner meeting of PICCI, President 
Mandela called for expanding die emeiging trade and 
investment cooperation between the two countries. He 


also stressed the need for closer cooperation with India to 
accelerate economic activities m the Indian Ocean region. 

Dr Mandela expressed gratitude tor India's consistent 
support to the South African people in their struggle 
against apartheid lie also recalled the pioneenng role of 
Mahatama Gandhi and inspiration he provided to South 
Africans for the establishment of a free and just society 

He said that with the establishment of the Indiv-South 
African Joint Commission, his government looked for¬ 
ward to signing earl) agreements with New Delhi in the 
political, trade, economic, cultural, scientific and technical 
fields 

On iCishmir dispute. Dr Mandela favoured the 
bilateral apptoach He said that India and Pakistan had 
the' will and the capacity ' to address and v»lve the piob- 
lem 'We would like to leave the matter entirely in their 
hands", he said 

BUDGET, 1995 

Union Budget deterred 

controveisy over the Union Budget piesentation was 
over with the unanimous decision taken at a meeting 
of representatives ot various political parties in Parlia¬ 
ment and the Union Minister ot Parliamentary AB^airs, Mr 
VC Sluikla, on January 28, W5 it was decided to defer 
the Union Budget alter the completion ot the elections in 
SIX States ot Maharashtra, Gujarat, Bihar, Orissa, 
Arunachal Pradesh and Manipur, as suggested by the 
Chief Election Commissionei (CbC). However, the ses¬ 
sion will commence from February 13, 1W5 and will be 
held in three phases I he election-piocess will be com¬ 
pleted on March 11,1^5 

The controversy staited with Chief ElcH.tion Commis¬ 
sioner, Mr TN Seshan, writing to the Cabinet Secretary 
suggesting that in view of the elections in six States, the 
Budget-presentation, which was likely to announce cer¬ 
tain concessions to some sections, be deterred The 
authority of CEC was initially questioned by some politi¬ 
cal parties but gradually all the sections accepted the 
suggestion keeping in view their pre-cKcupation with tfie ‘ 
election campaigns i 

This year the budget session will start with tlie man- , 
datory Pivsident's address tci a joint session The two 
Houses will break h>r a recess'aftei adopting a resolution 
to extend the President's rule in J A K, which expires cm 
March 2,1995 Parliament will reassemble on March 14 
and IS likely to have the vote on account before March 31, ^ 
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when the second phase of the session will end This will 
also enable the government to carry out its financial trans¬ 
actions even after March 31, the last day of the current 
financial year During this period, the Railway Budget, the 
Economic Survey, reptirtof the UHh Finance Commission 
and the General Budget will be presented The recess from 
April 1 to Apnl 23 will enable the standing committees to 
discuss the demands for grants of different ministries and 
departments The third and the final phase will commence 
on April 24 and conclude on June 2,1995 

The government has, however, cleared that the 
decision to defer the presentation of the budgeN has noth¬ 
ing to do with the lequest made by CEC The general 
opinion was that since a large number of members of both 
the Houses would be busy campaigning for the elections, 
the attendance in the Parliament would be greatly af¬ 
fected Hence the dec ision to postpone the presentation 

PLANNING & ECONOMY 

External debt touches a new high 

A ccording to the latest World Bank debt tables 
(1994-95), India s external debt touched a record 
$ 91 78 billion in 1993, marking an increase ot more than 
$ 71 billion o\er 1980 but, unlike some other developing 
countires India is still out ot debt trap 

India's debt profile reduces the possibility of the 
country facing a ci isis A bulk of its debt, S 83 25 billion, is 
a long-term debt of which $ 80 98 billion is from private 
non-guaranteed sources 

The short term debtoi SS 6 billion is, however, a nsky 
element A similar situation recently resulted in the cur¬ 
rency crisis in Mexico 

According to the international econoinicii department 
director of World Bank, Mr Masood Ahmad, there was no 
reason to assume that India was in the middle of a debt- 
trap However, he had a word of caution for India and 
some other countries which had recentiv increased their 
access to and use of private capital flows Mr Ahmad said 
that these countries had to watch macro-tundamental 
of the economy, avoiding the use of short-term flows to 
compensate for making adjustment required to generate 
growth in exports—^a pre-r^uisite for making the level of 
borrowing sustainable 

India IS the developing world s third largest debtor 
Comparable figures against India's $ 91781 billion debt in 
1993 are of Brazil with $ 132 749 billion and Mexico with 
$118 028 billion debt 

1994 was threshold year for the stock market 

T he year 1994 was marked by phenomenal growth of 
primary market, excellent half yearly results by cor¬ 
porate leaders and coming ot age of mutual funds 

The policy of economic liberalisahon, buttressed by 
good monsoon, revival of auto and hotel industries, good 
private corporate performance and increasing demands 
for product contributed to the buoyancy 

CM MARCH 96 COMPETiriON MASTER 


The bigmficant event of the year was the entry of 
Foreign Financial Institutions (FII) with a total investment 
of Rs 9,000 crore in the capital market 

1994 also witnessed the launching of the National 
Stock Exchange (NSE), with fully computerised screen- 
based operations 

The year also saw greater transparency being mfused 
in the stock market operations Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) put a ban on forward trading and 
enforced weekly settlement, m place of fortnightly settle¬ 
ment, mandatory for 'B group' shares across all exchan¬ 
ges and for A group' shares m the Bombay, Calcutta, 
Delhi and Admedabad exchanges 

Economy gets a fillip in 1994 

I N 1994 India s economy looked up with a comfortable 
foreign exchange reserves, rising industrial growth and 
bright Wwn/prospecN The one major setback, hovvevei, 
was the inflation jumping to double digits 

Foreign exchange reserves touched a lecord $ ]9 bil¬ 
lion, excluding gold and SDRs Foreign'dirtct investment 
(FDI) alone touched nearly $ 4 billion by Cktober 1994, 
compared to $ 41 billion in full year in 1993 94 

On the industrial front the year witnessed a remark¬ 
able turn around with industrial production recording 7 
to 8 per cent growth 

On the external hade front the performance was none 
too good as exports registered a growth of 13 9 per cent in 
dollar terms, in Apnl-Octobei, 1994, as against 202 per 
cent gniwth in 1993-94 The imports were also higher at 
18 4 per cent 

Power deficit A cause for concern 

T he power posihon in India is expected to become 
gnm in coming years The 'peaking shortage" is ex¬ 
pected to touch an alarming average rate of 25 per cent by 
1996 Both the Central and State sectors have slipped in 
targets by about 10,000 MW, during the current Plan ' 
period 

The peaking shortage is already on the lugh side in 
both eastern and southern States Peaking shortage was 
highest in Bihar at 41 5 per cent, followed by Orissa with 
34 8 per cent, Andhra Pradesh 31 5 per cent and Karnataka 
24 4 per cent 

The Central and State governments have initiated 
several measures to promote private sector power projects 
during last three years Unfortunately not a single pnvate 
sector power project has taken off, as of now, due to 
numerous clearance difficulties from governmental agen¬ 
cies 

% 

Poverty, illiteracy root cause of child labour 

A ccording to a report on the action plan on child* 
labour by the West Bwigal government, poverty. Ig¬ 
norance and illiteracy weave a viaous circle towards 
proliferation of child labour. 


The report says that the national anti-poverty policies, 
the national education policy and the national policy on 
health for all, and on nutrition, should be geared up to 
tackle the prc^lems of poverty, where too often the origins 
and compulsions of child labour are rooted. 

Affording to the report despite a clear-cut policy to 
bring about progressive elimination of child labour and a 
stringent legislation matching it, the number of child 
labourers is increasing day by day in the country. The 
report attributes it to the general lack of knowledge about 
the real factors giving rise to this phenomenon. 

The report feel that the enforcement of legislation can 
be possible only when there exists an awareness among 
the people and the government machinery. The involve¬ 
ment of the non-governmental organisations and trade 
unions can also produce effective results. 

The report is of the opinion that documentary and 
feature films, cinema slides with appi;opriate slogans, 
hoardings with meaningful illustrations, cultural 
programmes in different localities and inclusion of the 
topic of child labour in the academic syllabus should be 
made use of to wipe out this s(x;ial problem. 

India gets higher quota in EC, American 
textile markets 

T he long-standing dispute over the issue of India's 
market access in textiles with two of its major trading 
partneis, the United States and European Community 
(EC) has been resolved by a compromise formula by 
which India gets additional market access for its textile 
products while it agrees to a phased programme of tariff 
reductions and removal of restrictions in its textile sector. 

As per the agreements, India will get increased quota 
with handloom and powerloom fabrics as special 
beneficiaries while India agreed to a phased programme 
of tariff reductions and removal of import restrictions in 
the textile sector. 

India will now obtain 20 to 25 per cent more US textile 
market access over what it had under the earlier Indo-US 
bilateral agreement More significantly, the new figures 
will be included in the existing bilateral trade levels and 
notified to the World Trade Organisation as setting base 
levels on which Uruguay Round improvements will 
apply. It will thus have an escalating effect on India's 
market access. ” 

In return, India has agreed on a fair and phased 
programme cff tariff reductions and removal of quantita¬ 
tive restridcHis on textile products and clothing, ensuring 
better access to US products. 

Curb on banks' investments in FIs goes 

~ a major move, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has 
moved limits on the investments made by commercial 
banlQ in financial inBtitutions.^nks will now be allowed 
tQiinvestin equitlesand bondsof 17 financial institutions, 
vMthout any restrictions. 


The RBI had earlier allowed the banks to subscribe to 
shares (including public sector undertaking equities) and 
debentures of cordate bodies, subject to the ceiling of 5 
per cent of the incremental deposits of the previous year. 

The investments by bank in equities and bonds, is¬ 
sued by the 17 financial institutes, would be outside the 
ceiling of above 5 per cent. 

INDiA-JAPAN RELATIONS 

$ 1 bn Japanese credit for reforms 

^T^HE Japanese government has made a seven-point ac- 
X tion plan to usher in a new era of Indo-Japanese 
economic ccx>peration. The plan includes US $ 1 billion 
Japanese lines of credit for two years to support economic 
development in India, in view of the reforms initiated by 
the Indian government. The other six points of the action 
plan are: 

1. Provide cover of upto 3 bi I) ion yen for each project 
on overseas investments made by Japanese industry. 

2. A further lowering of export-insurance and invest¬ 
ment-insurance premium rates 

3. Include India in Japan's "Green Aid Plan", an en¬ 
vironmental support prt^ramme which is presently at 
work in China and four countries in South-East Asia. 

4. Establish another office of the Japan External Trade 
Organisation in India in Bombay to promote corporate 
interests in India in a more concrete manner. 

5. Heighten Japanese interest in India by disseminat¬ 
ing information about India as broadly as possible in 
Japan. 

6. Participate as a partner country in foe 12fo En¬ 
gineering Trade Fair in India in 1997. 

INDIA-PAKISTAN 

RELATIONS 

India offers fresh talks 

I NDIA has reiterated its willingness to resume bilateral 
dialogue with Pakistan despite statements by Ms 
Benazir Bhutto, Prime Minister of Pakistan, that a third 
war is imminent if "India continues to ignbre Kashmir's 
right to self-determination". 

India's foreign secretary, Mr K, Srinivasan, however, 
made It clear that the "format of the dialogue" would have 
to be without conditions or pre-conditions. He made it 
clear that this did not mean that India was not inclined to 
discuss the two non-papers sent by Pakistan. "We have 
also six non-papers which were presented to Pakistan (in 
January 1994)", he said. 

Mr Srinivasan added, "we are prepared to discuss 
their non-papers and our non-papers. Our views on the 
non-papers may be predictable but even so we are 
prepared to discuss them and re-state our views face-to- 
face. 
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rijtf iion-paper*> sent by Pakistan dealt with plebiscite 
and the modalities to hold plebiscite in Kashmir, besides 
listing a series of .ictions expected of India to create the 
' right atmospheie tor the resumption of bilateral talks 

Pakistan s foreign secretary, Mr Najinuddm Sheikh 
has said that Pakistan is uady to hold bilateral talks with 
India provided the eight non-papers, exchanged between 
New Delhi and Islamabad a year ago, are discussed first 
lie alleged that the Indian side had refected their two 
non-papers 

INDiA-SINGAPORE 

RELATIONS 

MoU worth $ 130 million signed 

N MoU (Memorandum of Understanding) was 
signed between Indian and Singapore-companies tor 
projects worth S 130 million at Calcutta, on January S, 
1995 The projects included a propos.il to set up a 70-acre 
technology park in Ciurgaon, an import terminal for 
petroleum products at Paradeep and a project for 
manufacturing telecom equipment and another for a 
shrimp plant The technology patk prefect alone would 
cost 5 60 million and it would be executed by a Consor¬ 
tium of Indian and Singapore companies 

INDIA-FINLAND RELATIONS 

Bilateral agreements signed 

NDIAand I inland signed three agteements,on January 
11, 1995, for the pnitection of investment, avoidance of 
double taxation and establishment of air links between the 
two countrii's Eailicr a Pinnish delegation, led by 
Fmitinds loicign Irade Minister, Mi Pertti Salolamen, 
had detailed discussions with Indian Finance Minister, Dr 
Manmohan Smgh, and the Commerce Minister, Mr 
Pranab Mukherji An annual meeting of Indo-Pinnish 
Joint Commission was also held, where bilateral issues 
relating to industtial, technological and economic 
ccxijiHiration weie discussed 

POLITICS 

Arjun Singh Vs Congress High Command 

HL political scenario in the ruling party took a curious 
turn with the confrontationist tenor and tone of former 
Union Mimstei tor Human Resources and Development, 
Mr Arjun Smgh, after his suspension from the party for 
"anti-party activities , on January 24,1995 

The action against Mr Smgh was m o^ng It became 
clear when the Piime Minister, while addressing a Sewa 
Dal Convention on January 24 said, discipline in the party 
would have to be enforced as and when somebody crosses 
the limit 

Some unity efforb were made by Mr A K. Antony, Mr 
Rajesh Pilot and Mr Ahmed Patel but these suffered a set¬ 
back when Mr Singh, renewed his attack on the Prime 


Minister while addressing a public meeting at Banda on 
January 23,1995 

It may be recalled that Mr Arjun Singh had resigned 
from the Union Cabinet on December 24,1994 and while 
raising certain issues against Mr Rao's government and 
leadei ship 

LAW AND ORDER 

Cabinet approves IPC changes 

HE Union Cabinet has approved certain changes in 
Indian Penal Code sections relating to rape, illegal 
confinement and trial of offences and communal violence 
The approval was accorded in a meeting held on January 
24,1995 

A new Section 424A in the IPC shall be inserted to 
make fraudulent sale or disposal of goods and property 
hypothecated to Banks, a punishable offence 

Section 220 IPC will be amended to provide for pay¬ 
ment of compensation for illegal and deliberate confine¬ 
ment or trial of any person 

An explanation will be inserted in sub-Sections (1) 
and (2) of Section 376 IPC which relates to punishment for 
rape It says, "Explanation—the character, reputation, 
conduct or status of the women or the delay in reporting 
the Commission of an offence under this sub-Section shall 
not be an adequate and special reason for imposing a 
sentence of imprisonment for a teim of less than 7 to 10 
years " 

It was also decided to add a pioviso to Exception 5 
that sacrifice of a human-being as part of religious practice 
or otherwise will be murder and would not come within 
the scope of Exception, irrespective of the tact whether the 
victim was more than 18 years of age and the sacrificewas 
made with his consent 

Other appioved changes were relating to the quick 
conviction in cases of communal violence i c amendment 
in the code of criminal prexedure 1963, summary trial of 
the offences under Section 153(a) and 153(b) IPC, 
provision of maximum punishment upto two years on the 
analogy of Section 14(2) of FA DA and maximum punish¬ 
ment for offences under Section 296,297 and 298 of IPC 

KARNATAKA 

Interest on farm-loans waived 

HE newly formed JD government in Karnataka has 
decided to waive interest and penal interest on 
ccxiperative agricultural loans and introduce rice subsidy. 
The announcement was made in the Gowmor's address 
to the joint session of both Houses of the ^te legislature, 
on December 28, 1994 The Governor, Mr Khtirsheed 
A lam Khan, also said that the government would avoid 
non-pnxJuctive expenditures, accord prionty to develop* 
ment in cruaal sectors like power, irngation and in¬ 
dustrial Moreover, the waiver of interest and penjd 
interest would be a one-time measure and would be ap- 
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phcable only it entire pnncipai amount is repaid by March 
next 

The Governor also announced the floating of irnga* 
tion bonds to fully utilise the State's share of Krishna and 
Cauvery waters Reservation of 30 per tent of the total 
number of seats in both Houses of legislature for women, 
was also announced 

SCANDALS 

Court pulls up CBI in espionage case 

T he Kerala High Court lias found unmistakable 
involvement" of State IG Ramon Srivastva in the ISRO 
espionage case and asked CDI to re-examine the case and 
proceed with the probe properly The Court observed in 
Us 2'5-page judgement that the aspect of the case relating 
to the State IG s involvement had been ignored by CBI and 
wanted the agency to re-examine the issue in an 'un¬ 
biased manner The court expressed dissatisfaction over 
the CBI approach all through the investigation so far and 
also observed that when the nation ssecurity wasat stake, 
the investigating agency should act in a more efficient and 
vigilant manner without any pre-conceived notions 

The High C ourt made these observations while dis¬ 
missing a wnt-apptal filed by a KcKhi-based torum of 
law (Niyamavadi), seeking Mr Srivastvas arrest The 
Court, however, stated that it could not direct the iincv 
tigating agency to implic ate anyone as acnised and order 
his arrest It may be recalled that CBI did not oppose the 
bail applications ot the four Indians accused in the case, 
including the two ISRO scientists, dunng the hearing ot 
their pleas in CJM s Com t 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

President's rule extended 

T he Union Cabinet decided to extend the Piesident's 
lule in Jammu and Kashmir till July 18, IWS in a high 
level mc'cting on January 30, IWS The present pericxi of 
the Presidential-rule is to expire on March 2, W5 This 
time the extension has been done for four and a half 
months instead of usual six months, because the govern¬ 
ment IS authorised to extend Central rule only upto July 
18,1995 1 he extension has been lecommended in accord¬ 
ance witli a constitutional order issued by the President in 
exercise of his powers under Article 370(1) (d) 

For extension of the President's rule beyond July 18, 
1995, the Constitution will have to be amended 

The electoral process in the State has already been 
initiated The Central government is hopeful of conduct¬ 
ing polls in J and K before July 18,1995 

EDUCATION 

Project for girls launched 

T he government has launched the Distnet Primary 
Education Programme (DPEP) which is to focus on 


girls' education with a view to better enrolment and reten¬ 
tion This is considered an essential steptoaihieveumver'- 
salisation of elementary education 

Tlie DPEP has been conceived bv the department of 
education for districts with low female liteiacy rates 

A series of studies have revelated the lower enrolment 
of girls, higher drop-out rate, family attitude, giils' invol¬ 
vement m domestic work, early marriage, shortage of 
female teachers and inaccessible schools are some maior 
factors affecting education of girls 

The DPEP plans to lay special emphasis on making 
provision for women empowerment prr^rammes to en¬ 
courage girls education, directly as well as indirectly, by 
increasing women s awareness and raising their status 

Measures planned for increasing girls enrolment in¬ 
clude setting up early childhood education centres, 
providing pre-schcxvl education and day care arrange¬ 
ments Provision of tree text-b<x>ks, learning matenal, 
scholarships, allowances and free uniforms is also ex¬ 
pected to have posihve effects on enrolment and reten¬ 
tion 

Construction of new schcxils and hostels for girls is 
also envisaged Besides, non-formal education centres 
will be established foi iion-enrolled childien, especially 
drop-ouN and woi king children 

TECHNOLOGY 

New fund for technology upgradation 

T he Union Cabinet has approv cd a new fund tor tech¬ 
nology development and application A five per cent 
cess on payment ot royalties on imported technologies* 
will flow into this new fund, which is expected to ac¬ 
celerate the department ot science and technology s ef¬ 
forts at commercial exploitation of indigenously 
developed technologies 

Prime Ministei PV Narasimha Raovud, the invest¬ 
ment by the government has to be augmented through 
parallel investments in research and development by In¬ 
dustrial houses Only then will we be able to show a 
substantial increase m R & Dexpendituu, matching the 
GNP percentage of the leading economies m the world " 

MANIPUR 

Trust vote under dramatic circumstances 

T he 28-day-old Reshang Keishing government tinally 
secured the vote of confidence cm January 9, 1995, 
under dramatic circumstances In a day ot switt develop¬ 
ments, the House, convened to enable Mr Keishiiig ta 
prove his majority, lemoved Dt H Borubabu Singh as tiie 
Speaker and elected Mr W Angon as pro teut Speaker 

The motion expressmg the confidence of the House in 
the Keishing ministry was carried by a voice vote, hours 
after the Supreme Court dismissed a special leave j?eti don 
by Dr Singh, challenging the stay by the Ciuwahati High 
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Court, of the December 23,1^*94 expulsion of 23 Ml As in 
the Assembly, under anti-defection act 

Dr Singh had defied the Cuwahati High Court order 
and prevented the 23 expelled MLAs from attending the 
House on December 23, l‘W4, when a no-contidence mo¬ 
tion against the Keishing gtwernment was adopte.d 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

JAPAN 

Heavy casualties m Japanese quake 

EAVY casualties were reported as a deadly 
earthquake rumbled through the Kansai region of 
Central Japan on January 17 1W5 Atleast SOCK) perseins 
were killed and lakhs were wounded The quake nxked 
Kobe, Nishinomiya, Awa|ishima island and the other 
cities in Hyogo prefecture, Os ika and odier neighbouring 
prefectures 

The quake snapped vital lifelines to western Japan, 
cutting train service and knocking out power and 
telephone services It also crippled Central Japan s 
economic infrastructure that might take long to restore 
Japan s belief that iK newer buildings and roads would be 
able to withstand a major earthquake was also shatteied 
Despite Japans boasting of a high standard of quake- 
resistant technology, almost 12000 structuies were 
destroyed or damaged b\ a quake which was of just 7 2 
magnitude 

WORLD ECONOMY 

Economic growth and developmg 
economies 

CCORDDMC to the latest World Bank Atlas notes the 
developing ceiuntnes are gaming ground as a major 
driving force of the wtirld ecemomy 

More and more developing countries have movt*d to 
the mainstream of international trade during the IWOs 
The share in the global CNF, of the low and middle in¬ 
come economies, exceeded 20 per cent in IWl But, the 
income gap narrowed only slightly 

According to the Atlas the anticipated economic 
recovery in industrial countries suggests that the 
prospects for short-term economic growth for most 
developing economies are favourable 

The World Bank Atlas adds that although more than 
one billion people still live in poverty, countries in the 
developing world have achieved substantial gains m 
livmg standards, over the past 20 years The gains are 
reflected in improvements in life expectancy and primary 
schcxjl enrolment rates and in declines in infant mortality 
and illiteracy 

Mexico* What went wrong 

EXICO'S recent economic crisis has prompted many 
to question what went wrong with a country so 


clearly headed for sustained prosperity? 

The collapse of the Peso, since mid-December, threw 
Mexico hard into reverse The reasons for the collapse ate 
not far-fetched 

Mexico overspent In recent years as growth ac 
celerated, due to reforms launched by former president 
Carlos Salinas, spending soared Companies bought 
foreign-made equipment, the government invested in 
roads and other infrastructure and consumers binged on 
imported gixids 

But, Mexico s exports didn t keep pace with imports, 
lesulting in a rising trade deficit The shortfall in Mexico s 
current aaount rose from $ 7 5 billion in WO to an es¬ 
timated $ 2H billion in 1994 

Many countries, including USA run such deficits But 
these are not a problem as long as foreigners are willing to 
finance bv purchasing a country s stqik and bonds In 
1994 the investment flows into Mexico slowed sharply 
Mutual funds and other institutional in\ estors diversified 
into other emerging markets Formanv the returns offered 
bv Mexico no longer justified the higher risks 

The effects of the rising trade deficit and falling in¬ 
vestment put enormous pressure on the Mexican curren¬ 
cy To pay for imports, Mexicans must sell Pisos and buy 
dollars Foreign investors also unload Ftsos when the y sell 
Mexican securities In a market flixided with Pe^ 0 ’> the 
value was bound to fall 

In an effort to maintain the value of Pecos the Mexican 
Central Bank bought Pesos foi dollars Ihis lesulted into 
depletion of foreign exchange reserves, that set off alarm 
bells among investors who started to flee, thus putting 
more pressure on the currency 

On December 20,1994, the new government of Presi¬ 
dent Zedillo lowered the support flcxir for the Peso On’ 
December 22, the government scrapped its Peso defence 
entirely The new policy was intended to shore up con¬ 
fidence, but resulted in panic selling of stocks and bonds 
It touched off a cycle of currency and market plunges that 
subsided only after USA announced a rescue jxickage in 
mid-January, 1995 

India has a vital lesson to learn from the Mexican 
story 

US-PAKISTAN RELATIONS 

Attempts to boost relations 

LTHOUGH position regarding sale of F-16 fighter 
planes to Pakistan did not change during the tour- 
day V isit of the US Defence Secretary, Mr William Perry, 
yet Benazir Bhutto-government was apparently satisfied 
over the outcome of Mr Perry's visit The Pak-US Consult¬ 
ative Croup (CG) was revived and it laid the foundabon 
for a new security relationship between the two countries. 
The US Defence Secretary reached Islamabad on January 
10,1995, and held wide ranging talks with Pak leaders on 
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revitalisation of bilateral relations, that have been 
lukewarm since 1990. Pakistan was hopeful of getting 
back its money ($ 1.493 billion including $ 658 million 
paid for 38 F-16 jet fighters) stuck up in US foreign 
military sales since 1990. The Pak leadership was, how¬ 
ever, able to convince the US that signing erf NPT (ncHi- 
proliferation treaty) was not possible until the Kashmir 
issue was resolved. 

The Pak-U.S. Consultative Group (CG), which existed 
from 1984 to 1990, was assigned to oversee the operational 
aspects of multitudes of agreements between Pakistan 
and the US, signed a few years ago, mostly in 1982 after 
the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. The military coopera¬ 
tion between the two countries largely became non-exis¬ 
tent after the invocation of the Presslcr Amendment in 
1990 and the CG was left with no job to do. Now it is 
expected to serve as a forum for discussion on security 
issues dealing with regional situations,joint military exer¬ 
cises, training of officers, exchange of views on security 
perceptions and identiftcation of mutual cooperation 
areas. 

Sardar Sher Daz Masari, the president of National 
Democratic Party of Pakistan, described the Perry-mis¬ 
sion a grand success from American point of view. 

Another geopolitical specialist of Pakistan Mr A.R. 
Siddiqtii said that Mr Perry's mission was aimed at 'pre¬ 
empting' a likely IndivPak war and he had succeeded in 
it considerably. 

Mr Perry was later more vix:al during his visit to 
India. In an interview with Indian electronic media, on 
January 14,1995, he categorically ruled out the delivery of 
F-16s to Pakistan when asked about the reports that 38 
F-16s might be delivered to Pakistan through a third 
country. Mr Perry confirmed that transfer to a third 
country was on cards, but said the eventual re-transfer to 
Pakistan would be prohibited. He also made it clear that 
his country intends to use its infleunce to ensure that there 
was no third Indo-Pak war over Kashmir. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Rift between Egypt & Jordan ends 

■pGYPT and Jordan h^e pledged to revive the bilateral 
Xjities after a four-year rift. The development took place 
on January 22, 1995, when Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and Jordan's King Hussein met in jevdanian city 
of Aqaba. Jordan's relations with several Arab countries 
were strained fiecause of its pro-Baghdad stand in 1990 
Gulf-crisis. Cairo had joined the US-led military alliance 
which drove Iraqi forces out of Kuwait in February 1991, 
while Amman had rejected foreign intervention. 

The meeting at Aqaba, came close on the heels of the 
recent trilateral summit involving Mr Mubarak, Saudi 
Arabia's King Fahd and Syrian Prudent Hafez Al Assad. 
The talks could-lead to a mini-summit involving 


Mr Mubarak, King Hussein, Mr Assad and PLO Chair- : 
man Mr Yasser Arrfat, in the near future. 

BANGLADESH 

Fluid political scenario continues 

polihcal turmoil in Bangladesh continued as Prime 
X Minister Begum Khaleda Zia turned down the opposi¬ 
tion demand fur her resignation and election under a 
neutral authority. 

In her address to the nation on January 1,1995, Begum 
Zia said she had earlier offered to step-down 30 days 
ahead of the next general elections, on completion of her 
five year term, but the opposition had not accepted the : 
offer. Now she was "determined to uphold democracy 
and constitutional process in the countiy". 

Her address came four days after the opposition 
resigned en-masse from the Parliament to press for elec¬ 
tions under a non-partisan government. 

The opposition leader and Awami League Preadent 
Sheikh Hasina said, "the Parliament had lost its 
legitimacy and the government had no right to remain in 
power with resignation of 147 MPs." 

The political battle was also fought in the airridors of < 
judiciary. The Bangladesh Supreme Court, on Decenrfxir 
12,1994, stayed the operation of the verdict given by the i 
High Court over continued boycott of the Parliament by I 
the opposition. Earlier a two-judge High Court bench had i 
declared the opposition boycott "illegal, unconstitutional <1 
and void", upon a writ filed by an advocate, Mr Anwar 1 
Hussain Khan. 

1 

The decision of the High Court was challenged in ; 
Supreme Court by a barn.ster, Mr RafiquI Haq, who sub- ! 
mitted that the High Court had acted beyond its jurisdic¬ 
tion. 'If implemented it would prejudice the political right '| 
and interest of the opfxisition parties", he pleaded. i 

The crisis in the country began in March 1994 when . 
the opposition legislators walked nut of Parliament in a 
bid to force Mrs Zia to resign and allow a caretaker ■ 
government to oversee new election. They had accused 
her of incompetence and corruption, especially during 
elections. Tlie confrontation had raised fears of a military 
takeover and questions about the future of the democracy 
in the country, which has had two leaders assassinated, 19 
coup attempts and two military takeovers in 23 years of - 
Independence. Mrs Zia was elected in 1991. She still con- . 
trols the majority in the 330-seat Parliament. 

EUROPEAN UNION 

Three more join EU 

HE European Union became world's biggest and 
richest supranational bloc on January 1, 1995, with 
Finland, Sweden and Austria jmning the 12-existing mem- > 
ber States of EU. The bloc's territory has now expanded by 
one-third, its jsopulation by 6.2 per cent and its gross 
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doiiHStu. pnxliK t by sev«n pt*r cent The pupulation of EU 
also expanded to 370 million trom 348 million—40 per 
cent more people than in IJs and 64 percent more than in 
Japan 

All the three nev\ members ait highly mdustrnitsed 
and thm populations enjoy a high standard of liv ing 

SRi LANKA 

Colombo to return to Parlunmentary system 

A bpromised diiiing the elec turns, the People'sAlliante 
government, led by President Chandnka 
Kumaratunga, has initiated the prixess c>t scrapping the 
Presidential system of government, rt \ ert to the parlia¬ 
ment form with Piime Munster as the he.id 

President Kumaratunga is expected to swap position 
with het Prime Ministei mother once the new constitu¬ 
tion comes into force 

The Right to life and liberty as a fundamental right is 
also proposed to be included in the new constitution The 
principle evt judicial leview ot legislation is also proposed 
tubemtioduced Ikdore 1*^78 Sn Lanka had pailiamentary 
form ot goveinment The system was scrapfied when 
PiesidenI 1 R Javcwardtne came to power with over¬ 
whelming majority 

Talks withlTTE 

HL third round ot prcliminaiy j^eace talks was held ny 
the Sri I anka govei nmtnl with LTTt, in the rebel held 
Jaltna town on Januai v 14,1WS 

LI TP has expitssed its willingness to forego its 
demand toi a sc’garate State We have been fighting for 
independence, but are prepaied to accept a substantial 
alternative that will guaiantee the political aspirations nt 
our people' s,iid Mr Ikilasingham, the chu*f spokesman of 
LTTE 

President Chandnka Kumaratunga has offered sub¬ 
stantial autonomy to the Famils, in an effort to solve the 
11-yeat old civil war 

USA-ViETNAM RELATIONS 

Bilateral ties after 20 years 

T HP communist Vietnam and the US, the two former 
enemies, established formal relations by signing two 
agreements on January 28, I'WS, for settling claims to 
diplomatic and private properly seized during the war 
and for setting up diplomatic offices in each other s capi¬ 
tals 

Both the countries had agreed last year to open the 
offitt’s which would function like embassies. But full em¬ 
bassies cannot open till the two governments establish 
diplomatic relations Before that Washington wanN more 
results in its drive to know the fate of more than 2,0{X) 
servicemen missing in Indo-Chma 


NAM LABOUR MEET 

Delhi declaration decries 'social clause' 

HE five-day conference of Labour Ministers of Non- 
Aligned and other developing countries, ended with 
the adoption of a Delhi-dedaration on January 23, IW, 
which reiterated its stand that the issue of imptoving 
labour standards should be left to the respective countries 
without any form of coercion which the social clause' 
sought to impose 

Indian Prime Minister, Mr PV Narasimha Rao, 
denounced the move to link labour standards with Inter¬ 
national trade under what has come to be known as the 
social clause' proposal He noted that turning the trade 
policy into an instrument to enforce upgradation of labour 
standards would be inappropriate 

The conference was attended by Labour Ministers 
from 80 countries The agenda included the effects of 
international trade and labiiur standards on employment, 
siKial impact of structural adjustment programmes and 
hoiiztnilal ccxiperation in the field of employment and 
human resources 

The Delhi-declaration expressed deep amcern over 
serious puvMarrakesh efforts seeking to establish linkage 
between international trade and labour standards 
thiough the imposition of the scKial clause and formally 
rejected the same It emphasised that any kind of coercion 
winch scKial clause may impose, would not only be 
against the pnnciple of Article 19 of the ILO constitution 
oi the voluntary character of ILO conventions, it would 
also negate the benefits which the liberalis<ition of trade is 
intending to bring about This will aggravate the existing 
problems of unemployment and distress in the develop¬ 
ing countries 

The Delhi-declaration also emphasised the need to 
strengthen ILO as it was the only competent body for the 
formulation of the labour standards 

Regarding child-labour, the conference reaffirmed the 
resolution of the 1979 international labour conference on 
the abolition of child laboui and resolved that priority 
should be accorded for elimination of child labour from 
hazardous industries 

HUMAN RIGHTS 

Charter for Asia framed 

HE human rights activists from six South Asian na¬ 
tions, including India, Pakistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Sn 
Lanka and Bangladesh, met at Colombo,pn January 28, 
199*5 to frame a human rights charter for the region. The 
meet was organised by the Hong Kong-based Asian 
Human Rights Commission (AHRC). 

The general consensus was that the police in South 
Asia emei^^d as the baste violator of the communities and 
the colonial legacy in the region was responsible for this 
attitude. There was also a skewed system which often 
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denied justice to the poor and the restiurceless 

A former judge of Indian Supreme Court, Justice V K 
Kribhna Iyer, !>aid, "colonialism still existed and a colonial 
upper class still pervaded and controlled our suaeties 
while the mass of jM*ople were still domed their et onomic 
and boctal rights' 

Another reality, highlighted at the meet, was, that the 
human rights in the West were based on individualism 
while in Asia, the issue was the rights of the community 

Some of the participants also raised the question of 
suppression of the women, who were often exploited in 
the guise of perpetiating the values of tlie male- 
dominated community in the region 

The draft of the proposed charti r noted the overnding 
importance of religion, culture and tradition in Asia, 
where these factors were often used to excuse human 
rights violations and suppress individual rights The 
charter also stressed on the rights of indigenous persons, 
the right to livehhcHKi the right to health and a clean 
environment 

UN 

Radical changes suggested 

A n international think-tank, the 22-member Geneva- 
based commission on global governance, has tailed 
upon the United Nations to abolish the veto powers of the 
Security Council and to create an economic security coun 
cil 

"The time is now n|>e to build a global forum that can 
provide leadership in the economic, sixial and env iion- 
mental fieldssaid the report titled 'our global 
neighbourhixid ' The report further says that the old con¬ 
cept of the security of nation States must now give way to 
a new view based on the security of people 

The commission was co-chaired by Swedish Pnme 
Minister Ingvar Carlsstwi and former Secretary-General of 
the Commonwealth, M Sridath Rainphal Other members 
included cabinet ministers, academics, economists and 
environmental ists 

RPF plan rejected 

T he UN Secretary General, Dr Boutros Boutros Ghali, 
has projTosed the setting up of a United Nations Rapid 
Reaction Force, to act quicloy in case of need, and a unified 
ctMnmand for the UN peace-keeping forces Both suggev 
tions, however, have b«n promptly rejected by USA 

USA saw in suggestions an attempN by the Secretary 
General to abrogate to himself more powers 

The suggestions were contained in a position paper 
by Dr Ghali, circulated among all member States to 
promote discussion in wake of Failure of the world body 
attempts in Bosnia, Somalia and Rwanda, amcmg other I 
places. I 









TROUBLED WORLD 

Peace gets a chance in 1994 

WANDA'S turbulent events, Bosnian war's ethnic 
massacre, return of Yasser Arafat to Gaza, return of 
Jean Bertrand Aristide to Haiti and the non-racial elec¬ 
tions in South Africa were some of quotable events of the 
past year. 

The clashes between Hutus and Tutsis in Rwanda 
took the country to the virtual brink of absolute collapse. 
Thousands of people were butchered in the country. 

The future which looked a bit bright nine month ago 
in war-torn Bosnia, with ending of the daily shelling for 
the first time since war began in 1992, again became un¬ 
certain and bleak and it continued to be Europe's 
nightmare. The failure to end the fighting cast doubt on 
the ability of NATO and the UN. 

However, peace got a chance in West Asia, when 
Yasser Arafat arrived in Gaza city on July 1, 1994. The 
Palestinean self-rule government is supported by 9000 
police people—former PIX) guerillas from Iraq, Libya, 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and Yemen. 

In South Africa to<i, a dream came true for millions of 
black South African on April 26, 1994 when lakhs of 
people converged on voting btxrths across the country to 
cast their first ballots and to begin the final pas.sage to 
equality. 

The result was expected one and Nelson Mandela 
became the First Black nesident of the country. The White 
generals, who once hunted him, now saluted him. 

In North America, the US helicopters and warships 
advanced to Haiti on the morning of September 19,1994 
for the removal of a brutal army dictator and the return of 
the democratically-elected leader, Mr Jean-Bertrand Aris¬ 
tide. The US had despatched more than 2U,(XX) marines to 
bring about this change. 

The new government in Sri Lanka has kindled hopes 
for peace returning and end of the protracted civil war. 

Tension between North Korea and USA eased with 
the signing of an accord over the freezing and eventual 
dismantling of Pyongyang's nuclear programme. 

The signing of the historic peace treaty by Israel and 
Jordan put an end to their 46-year state of war. 

China and Russia ended decades of hostility with the 
promise not to aim their nuclear missiles at each other. 

ITALY 

New govemmerit; lots of problems 

M r Lamberto Dini, a technocrat, has been appointed 
as the new Primf Minister of Italy following the 
resignation of Mr Berlusconi. Mr Dini heads 54th govern¬ 
ment since 1945. , 

Mr Dini chose to exclude previous cabinet members. 


His ministry is dominated by prof^sors and judges. It is 
hoped that more technocrats running the government 
would help Italy rid of massive political corruptirm with 
which it is plagued. 

Spelling out his priorities Mr Dini said that the most 
important tasks will be: cutting the deficit, pension, elec¬ 
toral reforms and anti-trust regulation. « 

Although Mr Dini's government managed to win a 
trust-vote, he is faced with the problem of key parties not 
supporting him. The parties had expected Mr Dini's 
government as only interim administration. But, Mr Dini 
refused to endorse move for quick elections. 

US-CHINA TRADE WAR 

US imposes punitive tariffs on Qiinese 
imports 

O N February 4, 1995, USA announced sanctions that 
will double the price of 1.08 billion dollars worth of 
Chinese imports, setting the stage for a showdown be¬ 
tween two of tlie world's biggest trading partners. 

The 100 per cent tariffs were placed on 35 categories 
of goods, covering everything from fishing rods to cellular 
phones. The tariffs are to go into effect from February 26, 
1995 unless an agreement is reached. 

The stiff tariffs represent the amount of harm the US 
claims American busines.ses suffer because of China's failure 
to crack-down the pirating of US copyrights and patents. 

China has vowed to impose retaliatory 100 per cent 
tariffo on impt>rts from USA. The Chinese spokesman said 
that "it is unreasonable for the US side to force China 
through applying pressure and retaliatory measures to 
accept demands which were not included in the bilateral 
and multi-lateral trade agreements." He further added 
that the US had attempted to interfere in China's internal 
affairs by demanding change to its legal system, and said 
the Beijing was forced to retaliate to preserve its 
sovereignty. 

The US side is of the view that while China's legal 
regulations regarding the protection of Intellectual 
Property Rights are good, there is essentially no enforce¬ 
ment. 

On February 6, China agreed to new talks on 
copyright piracy with the USA, reviving hope of bringing 
the two »des back from brink of a damaging trade war. 
Details, however, are still to be worked out 


Answers to General Knowledge Crossword No. 19 

Across: 1. Acronym 5. PH 6. Earth 7. Reagent 9. Root 
10. Shale 11. Ox 12. TISTT 14. VaUey 16. Scalar 
17.1LO Ig.Tera 19. Unit 20. Tide. 

Dovm: 1. Abrasive 2. RNA 3. Yen 4. Matrix 5. PliotCHi 
8. Galileo 11. Oyster 13. Torque 15. ^'rat 
17, Ion. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

BOLT: BSE On-Line Trading 
(System). 

HMS: Hybrid Mail Service. 
KAPS: Kakrapar Atomic Power 
Station. 

PAN: Permanent Account Num¬ 
ber (of Income Tax). 

AWARDS 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize, 1994 

T he Indira Gandhi Prize for Peace, 
Disarmament and Development, 
1994, has been conferred on 
Archbishop Reverend Trevor Hud¬ 
dleston of South Afnca, for his con¬ 
tribution to the struggle against 
apartheid. 

Gallantry Awards, 1995 

Ashok Chakra: Lt Col Harsh 
Uday Singh Caur and Naib Subedar 
Su)an Singh has been posthumously 
decorated with Ashok Chakra, for 
laying down their lives in the battle 
against foreign mercenaries in 
Jammu and Kashmir. 

Kalidas award, 1994-95 

M S Shantarao, well-known 
classical dancer,"has been 
given the 1994-95 Kalidas award 
in recognition for her outstand¬ 
ing contribution to creative arts. 
The award has been instituted by 
the government of Madhya 
Pradesh. 

Mahatama Gandhi Peace awa^, 
1994 

rrtHE 1994 Mahatama Gandhi Peace 
Jl award. Instituted by the National 
Federation of Indiom-American As¬ 


sociations, has been given to the 
former Prime Minister of India, Mr 
Morarji Desai. 

DAYS; YEARS 

Year of Road Safety 

I NDIA is observing 1995 as the 'Year 
of Road Safety'. India has one of the 
highest accident rates in the world. 
One fierson dies every 8.89 minutes 
in road accidents and one mishap oc¬ 
curs every I.W minutes in the 
country. 

CONFERENCE 

Conference of NAM Labour 
Ministers 

T he five-day conference of the 
labour ministers of non-aligned 
and other developing countries was 
held In New Delhi from January 19, 
1995. The controversial issue of child 
labour and bonded labour were focus 
of debate. Nevertheless, it was made 
clear that the social clause, being 
propagated by the developed 
countries, is totally unacceptable. 
The conference, however, conunitted 
Itself to the orderly upgradation of 
labour standards. 

DEFENCE 

INS Vidyut commissioned 

T he indigenously manufactured 
"killer class" missile boat, INS 
Vidyut, was commissioned into the 
Indian Navy on January 17,1995. 

INS Vidyut is the second missile 
boat of its class to be manufactured 
by the Marmagoa shipyard. It is 
equipped with state-of-the-art 
electronics and sensors and is armed 


with surface-to-surface and surface- 
to-air missiles. 

Essentially a coastal patrolship, 
boats of this class, nevertheless, pack 
a "lethal punch" because they are 
armed with missiles. In the 1971 war 
with Pakistan, missile boats were 
used with deadly effect. 

EXPEDITION 

Reseanh trip to the Empire of 
Kush 

A rchaeologists of Berlin's 
Himboldt University are once 
again getting ready after a lapse of 25 
years, for a research trip to the Em¬ 
pire of Kush, a Kingdom that once 
existed on the banks of Nile where 
Sudan is located today. 

In the 1960s, the chief objective 
was antique research. However, im¬ 
portant testimonies of the culture of 
the dark-skinned Nubians, related to 
the Egyptian civilisation, were found. 

Nubia, in the shadow of the 
Pharaonic empire, had attracted the 
covetousness of the god kings of 
Egypt because of its treasures. Slaves, 
ivory, gold and even mercenaries 
were brought from Nubia, often by 
force. The development of botit na¬ 
tions was closely interwoven. But 
while a great civilisation developed 
in Egypt about 3,000 years befene 
Christ, Nubia sank into obscurity. 

Kush was discovered by the first 
proven expedition in human histm-y, 
despatched by Egyptian Queen 
Hachepsut (14‘iK)-1498 AD). Hie em¬ 
pire formed a link between Eg^t 
and sub-Saharan Africa till the fate 
fourth century AD. In the 25rii dynas¬ 
ty, from 715 to 656 BC, the rulers even 
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occupied the throne of the Pharaohs 
before they were defeated by the As¬ 
syrians and forced to move back 
southwards again. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Kakrapar Unit-2 goes critical 

HE Kakrapar Atomic Power Sta¬ 
tion (KAPS) Unit-2, situated near 
Surat in Gujarat, went critical on 
January 8, 1995. The commercial 
generation will start in about three 
months time, after the unit is 
synchronised to the western grid. 

With KAPS-2 going critical, the 
number of operating reactors in India 
has gone up to ten. KAPS-2 is the 
eighth in the series of Pressurised 
Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) in 
India. 

KAPS-1 was connected to the 
western grid in November 1992. So 
far, it has supplied more than 830 mil¬ 
lion units of electricity to Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
With KAPS-2 going critical, the two 
units together will contribute a total 
of 440 MW to the western grid. 

PERSONS 

Nadkami, Suresh Shankar 

URESH Shankar Nadkarni, 
Chairman of the Securities Ex¬ 
change Board of India (SEBI) and 
former Chairman of the National 
Stock Exchange, died on January 31, 
1995. He was a pillar of the commer¬ 
cial capital and titan of the Indian 
financial world. 

Hailing from Karwar in North 
Canara district of Karnataka, he was 
bom on August 22,1934. He received 
training at the World Bank, KFW in 
Frankfurt and the Industrial Bank of 
Japan. He travelled widely for study¬ 
ing developments in the financing 
fields and keeping abreast of tech¬ 
nological changes. 

RESEARCH 

Rare earth magnets developed 

NDIAN scientists at the National 
Metallurgical Laboratory (NML), 
Jamshedpur, have made a 


breakthrough in yet another high 
technology area by developing an en¬ 
tirely new method of producing 
"Rare Earth" Magnets (REMs) which 
are of great strategic importance. 

These magnets, which are very 
powerful but tiny in size, have ap¬ 
plications in areas of defence, 
aerospace and medicine in addition 
to mundane uses in motors and 
pumps. They are manufactured and 
marketed by a few companies in the 
world. Right now, India imports 
these magnets at a high cost. 

REMs are made from an alloy of 
iron, boron and the rare earth metal, 
neodymium. A magnet of the size of 
a shirt button, made from this alloy, is 
as powerful as the traditional 
aluminium-nickel<obaIt magnet of 
the size of a paper weight. 

While elsewhere-in the world this 
rare earth alloy is made by conven¬ 
tional metallurgical route of melting 
and casting, the NML method is 
claimed to be unique—REMS are 
made directly from natural rare earth 
ores after purification. 

One major advantage of NML 
method is that it would allow in¬ 
dustries to exploit the huge resources 
of rare earths present in beach sands 
of Kerala and Orissa. 

According to NML, India ranks 
third in the world for the pnxiucHon 
of rare earth salts of high purity. The 
1990 world market rate for rare earth 
magnets was 590 million dollars. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

INTELSAT, ISRO sign $ 100 m 
agreement 

I N what has been described as a uni¬ 
que and strategic milestone, the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has signed an agreement with 
the International Telecommunica¬ 
tions Satellite Organisation (INTEL¬ 
SAT), to lease eleven transponders on 
India's INSAT-2E satellite, due for 
launch in the last quarter of 1997, for 
INTELSAT use to provide telecom 
services to its customers. 

I 

The use of the transponders will 




cost INTELSAT appniximately $ 100 
million over a period of ten years. 

It is for die first time in its 31-year 
existence that INTELSAT is leasing 
capacity that it does not own. It is also 
the first time that it is having such 
commercial relations wlt(j India. The 
alliance with India is a manifest of the 
quality of India's space programme 
and Its potential. 

INTELSAT is the world's leading 
provider of international, regional 
and domestic telephone, television 
and business aimmunications ser¬ 
vices, including video teleconferenc¬ 
ing, facsimile, data and telex. 

The 1NSAT-2E satellite will be the 
fifth of the second generation INSAT- 
2 satellites being designed and built 
in India by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). INSAT-2E will 
be state-of-the-art and is expected to 
have capabilities equal to or exceed¬ 
ing any other comparable satellite. 
Since India's INSAT-2E launch is al¬ 
ready planned, the extra capacity for 
use bj' INTELSAT is being built into 
1NSAT-2E. 

Hubble sheds new light on 
Quasars 

N ew Hubble space telescxipe im¬ 
ages of "naked" quasars are forc¬ 
ing astronomers to revise a 
3()-year-old theory about quasars. 

Quasars, or quasi-stellar radio 
objects, are the most powerful known 
energy sources emitting radio signals 
far stronger than any other o^ect. 
They also emit light, but because they 
are so far away little has been learned 
about them. 

After quasars were discovered in 
1963, astronomers adopted the 
theory that the objects were cosmic 
monsters, powered by way of a black 
hole that gobbles up any and all mat¬ 
ter within reach. Tm theory was that 
quasars would be surrounded by 
abundant stars, dust and other 
material. 

Hubble pictures of frfteen 
quasars have shown that eleven were 
"naked", devdd of any surrounding 
material to eneigise the powerful 
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radio signdl. The discovery has led to 
the question that if quasars are not 
surrounded by material then what 
powers them? 

UNITED NATIONS / 

Five new members in Security 
Council 

G ermany, Italy, Honduras, In¬ 
donesia and I^)tswana are the 
five new members m the UN Security 
Council. They replace Brazil, 
C>|iboutt, New 2^and, Pakistan and 
Spain. 

The 15-member Council is the 
key decision-making body of UN. It 
considers matters of international 
security and has the power to man¬ 
date peace-keeping operations. 
While USA, China, Britain, France 
and Russia are five permanent mem¬ 
bers, the balance ten have a two-year 
term. Five members are replaced 
every year in rotation. 

MISCELLANY 

Smartcap to keep tab on patients 

A tiny computer embedded in the 
caps of drug bottles is designed 
to solve one of medicine's most 
vexing problems—patients who do 
not take their prescribed medication. 

The Smartcap, made by Aprex 
Corp in California's Silicon Valley, 
beeps when it is lime for a person to 
take pills, and counts how many 
times the cap is removed each day 
and when.' The information is shown 
by a digital read-out on the cap. 

The system also includes a com¬ 
puter modem attached to a telephone 
that would allow the company to 
keep tabs on when a patient takes the 
dm^ If a dose is missed. Aprex will 
call the next day with a reitiinder. The 
system is known as "dosing 
partners". 


50 yean of UNICEF 


A ccording to the united Na¬ 
tions Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF), more progress in 
human wdl-being has been made in 
the past 50 years thw in the previous 
2000 years. 


For example, avera^ life expec¬ 
tancy has risen from ab<mt4U years to 
more than 60 years. Tlte proportion of 
children who die before the age of 
five, during a year, has reduced from 
300 per 1000 to IQO per 1000. At the 
same time adult literacy rates have 
doubled to approximately 70 per 
cent. 

Other significant advances in¬ 
clude victory over smallpox, which 
was still killing five million people 
a year in the early 1950s. More 
recently, rising immunisation levels 
have eradicated polio from the 
western hemisphere and many 
other areas of the developing 
world. 

Politically also, half a century has 
brought remarkable changes. 50 
years ago, only a very small propor¬ 
tion of the world's people had the 
right to vote. Today, between half and 
three quaiters of the world is 


democratically ruled. Fifty years ago, 
over ^nations in Asia and Africa 
go^eMirKWn” 

LisC^, Moscow, Brussels^iipr The 


Hague. CoittflUhiiifMvas tightening 
its grip on eastern Europe. Apartheid 
was being introduced in South 
Africa. Women still did not have the 
vote in Japan or France. And across 
much of the United States, a black 
person could neither vote ncHr serve 
on a jury. 


Despite the successes achieved in 
changmg the situation for die better, 
the UNICEF says, a fifth of the 
world's people still live in absdute 
poverty. The UNICEF's principal 
concern remains meeting the needs of 
the poorest children in the develop¬ 
ing world. Money alone will not 
sufficient, admits the UNICEF. 
Political commitment and com¬ 
petent management are just as im¬ 
portant. 


saBssBMSsaBKBaBHBamaBMBiBiaasaaBHBBBBBSHBaaMBCHBHBaBeatB 

TEST OF REASONING 

This book Is must for you to givs you smpis 

prsetles In 

I Reasoning Ability, Verbal and Non-Verbal Series 
I Verbal Analogies 
I Syllogism 

I Statistical Data Representation 
I Quantitative Aptitude 

ORDER TODAY 

ASK YOUR LOCAL BOOK-SELLER OR WRITE TO US 

A Prestigious Publication of 
KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBUSHERS) PVT LTD 

126, Indiaeial Area. Chanclgart»y-160 002 


MARCH-95 COMPETITION MASTER 706 



occupied the throne of the Pharaohs 
before they were defeated by the As¬ 
syrians and forced to move back 
southwards again. 

NUCLEAR ENERGY 

Kakrapar Unit-2 goes critical 

HE Kakrapar Atomic Power Sta¬ 
tion (KAPS) Unit-2, situated near 
Surat in Gujarat, went critical on 
January 8, 1995. The commercial 
generation will start in about three 
months time, after the unit is 
synchronised to the western grid. 

With KAPS-2 going critical, the 
number of operating reactors in India 
has gone up to ten. KAPS-2 is the 
eighth in the series of Pressurised 
Heavy Water Reactors (PHWRs) in 
India. 

KAPS-1 was connected to the 
western grid in November 1992. So 
far, it has supplied more than 830 mil¬ 
lion units of electricity to Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and Madhya Pradesh. 
With KAPS-2 going critical, the two 
units together will contribute a total 
of 440 MW to the western grid. 

PERSONS 

Nadkami, Suresh Shankar 

URESH Shankar Nadkarni, 
Chairman of the Securities Ex¬ 
change Board of India (SEBl) and 
former Chairman of the National 
Stock Exchange, died on January 31, 
1995. He was a pillar of the commer¬ 
cial capital and titan of the Indian 
financial world. 

Hailing from Karwar in North 
Canara district of Karnataka, he was 
born on August 22,1934. He received 
training at the World Bank, KFW in 
Frankfort and the Industrial Bank of 
Japan. He travelled widely for study¬ 
ing developments in the Enandng 
fields and keeping abreast of tech¬ 
nological changes. 

RESEARCH 

Rare earth magnets developed 

NDIAN scientists at the National 
Metallurgical Laboratory (NML), 
Jamshedpur, have made a 


breakthrough in yet another high 
technology area by developing an en¬ 
tirely new method of producing 
"Rare Earth" Magnets (REMs) which 
are of great strategic importance. 

The.se magnets, which are very 
powerful but tiny in size, have ap¬ 
plications in areas of defence, 
aerospace and medicine in addition 
to mundane uses in motors and 
pumps. They are manufactured and 
marketed by a few companies in the 
world. Right now, India imports 
these magnets at a high aist. 

REMs are made from an alloy of 
iron, boron and the rare earth metal, 
neodymium. A magnet of the size of 
a shirt button, made from this alloy, is 
as powerful as the traditional 
aluminium-nickel-cobalt magnet of 
the size of a paper weight. 

While elsewhere-in the world this 
rare earth alloy is made by conven¬ 
tional metallurgical route of melting 
and casting, the NML method is 
claimed to be unique—REMS are 
made directly from natural rare earth 
ores after purification. 

One major advantage of NML 
method is that it would allow in¬ 
dustries to exploit the huge resources 
of rare earths present in beach sands 
of Kerala and Orissa. 

According to NML, India ranks 
third in the world for the producHon 
of rare earth salts of high purity. The 
1990 world market rate for rare earth 
magnets was 590 million dollars. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

INTELSAT, ISRO sign $ 100 m 
agreement 

I N what has been described as a uni¬ 
que and strategic milestone, the In¬ 
dian Space Research Organisation 
(ISRO) has signed an agreement with 
the International Telecommunica¬ 
tions Satellite Organisation (INTEL¬ 
SAT), to lease eleven transponders on 
India's INSAT-2E satellite, due for 
launch in the last quarter of 1997, for 
INTELSAT use to provide telecom 
services to its customers. 

The use of the transponders will 


cost INTELSAT approximately $ 100 
million over a period of ten years. 

It is for the first time in its 31-year 
existence that EMTELSAT is leasing 
capacity that it does not own. It is also 
the first time that it is having such 
commercial relations witl^India. The 
alliance with India isa manifest of the 
quality of India's space programme 
and its potential. 

INTELSAT is the world's leading 
provider of international, regional 
and domestic telephone, television 
and business communications ser¬ 
vices, including video teleconferenc¬ 
ing, facsimile, data and telex. 

The INSAT-2E satellite will be the 
fifth of the second generation INSAT- 
2 satellites being designed and built 
in India by the Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO). INSAT-2E will 
be state-of-the-art and is expected to 
have capabilities equal to or exceed¬ 
ing any other comparable satellite. 
Since India's 1NSAT-2E launch is al¬ 
ready planned, the extra capacity for 
use by INTELSAT is being built into 
1NSAT-2E. 

Hubble sheds new light on 
Quasars 

N ew Hubble space telesaipe im¬ 
ages of "naked" quasars are forc¬ 
ing astronomers to revise a 
30-year-old theory about quasars. 

Quasars, or quasi-stellar radio 
objects, are the most powerful known 
energy sources emitting radio signals 
far stronger than any other object. 
They also emit light, but because they 
are so far away little has been learned 
about them. 

After quasars were discovered in 
1963, astronomers adopted the 
theory that the objects were cosmic 
monsters, powered by way of a black 
hole that gobbles up any and ail mat¬ 
ter within reach. ThS theory was that 
quasars would be surrounded by 
abundant stars, dust and other 
material. 

Hubble pictures of fifteen 
quasars have shown that eleven were 
"naked", devdd of any surrounding 
material to energise the powerful 
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radio signal The discovery has led to 
the question that if quasars are not 
surrounded by material then what 
powers them'^ 

UNITED NATIONS / 

Five new members in Security 
Council 

G ermany, Italy, Honduras, In¬ 
donesia and Ekitswana are the 
five new members in the UN Security 
Council They replace Brazil, 
Djibouti, New ^aland, Pakistan and 
Spam 

The 15-member Council is the 
key decision-making body of UN It 
consideis matters of international 
security and has the power to man¬ 
date peace-keeping operations 
While USA, China, Britain, France 
and Russia are five permanent mem¬ 
bers, the balance ten have a two-year 
term Five members arc replaced 
every year in rotation 

MISCELLANY 


Smartcap to keep tab on patients 

A tiny computei embedded in the 
caps of drug bottles is designed 
to solve one of medicine's most 
vexing problems—patienN who do 
not take their prescribed medication 

The Smartcap, made by Aprex 
Corp in California's Silicon Valley, 
beeps when it is time for a person to 
take pills, and counts how many 
times the cap is removed each day 
and when. The information is shown 
by a digital read-out on the cap 

The system also includes a com¬ 
puter modem attached to a telephone 
that would allow the company to 
keep tabs on when a pabent takes the 
drugs. If a dose is missed, Aprex will 
call the next day with a rertunder. The 
system is known as "dosing 
partners". 


50 yean of UNICEF 


A CCORDIhKx to the United Na¬ 
tions Children's Emergency 
Fund (UNICEF), more progress in 
human well-bemg has been made in 
the past 5U years than in the previous 
2000 years. 


For example, average life expec¬ 
tancy has nsen from about 40 years to 
more than 60 years The proportion of 
children who die befcx-e the age of 
five, during a year, has reduced from 
300 per 1000 to 100 per 1000 At the 
same time adult literacy rates have 
doubled to approximately 70 per 
cent 

Other significant advances in¬ 
clude victory over smallpox, which 
was still killing five million people 
a year in the early 1950s More 
recently, rising immunisation levels 
have eradicated polio from the 
western hemisphere and many 
other areas of the developing 
world 

Politically also, half a century has 
brought remarkable changes 50 
years ago, only a very small propor¬ 
tion of the world's people had the 
right to vote Today, between half and 
three quarters of the World is 


democratically ruled Fifty years ago, 
over W nations in Asia and Africa 
go^eWltf'ftOhr 

Linion, Moscow, Brussete/ti^'The 


Hague CotffMuhihflllWas tightening 
Its grip on eastern Eiuope Apartheid 
was being introduced in South 
Africa Women still did not have the 
vote m japan or France And across 
much of the United States, a black 
person could neither vote ncH' serve 
on a jury 


Despite the successes achieved m 
changing the situation for the better, 
the UNICEF says, a fifth of the 
world's people still live in absolute 
poverty The UNICEF's principal 
concern remains meeting the needs of 
the poorest children in the develop¬ 
ing world Money alone will not be 
sufficient, admits the UNICEF. 
Political commitment and com¬ 
petent management are just as im¬ 
portant 


TEST OF REASONING 

This book is must for you to give you ampio 

practiea in 

I Reasoning Ability, Verbal and Non-Verbai Series 
I Verbal Analogies 
I Syllogism 

I Statistical Data Representation 
I Quantitative Aptitude 

ORDER TODAY 

ASK YOUR LOCAL BOOK-SELLER OR WRITE TO US 

A Prestigious Publication of 

KHANNA BROTHERS (PUBLISHERS) PVT LTD 

12A Industrial Area, Chandgarb—ISO 002 


MARCH’95 COMPETITION MASTER 706 



SPORTS 

w 


ATHLETICS 

34th National Championship 

Railways retained the women's 
title and Services retained the 
men's title in the 34th National 
Athletic Championship, held at 
Jamshedpur 

BADMINTON 

National Championship 

MAHARASHIRA blanked Andhra 
Pradesh 3-0 to retain the Rahimatui- 
lah cup, a symbol of men team's 
supremacy 

Holders Railways overcame 
a stiff resistance from Andhra 
Pradesh to retain the Chadha 
Cup for women's title by a 2-1 
win. 

Twenty years-old PVV Laxmi 
of Andhra Pradesh ended the 
three-year reign of top seed Man- 
jusha Pawandgadkar of 
Maharashtra, with 12-9, 11-6 
straight games win to win the 
women's singles title 

Deepankar Bhattacharya of 
Assam outclassed Rajeev Bagga of 
Maharashtra 15-5,17-14, to win the 
men's singles title 

The championship was held at 
Patiala 

CHESS 

Geodricke Intenutional 
tournament 

Grand Master Jeorg Hickle of 
Germany annexed the crown on 
the basis of a better tie-break 
The tournament was held at Cal¬ 
cutta 


CRICKET 

Australia-England Ashes series 

Fourth Test England scored a 
surprise 106-run victory over 
Australia in the fourth Test 
played at Adelaide The win was 
England s second in the last 23 
Ashes Tests However, Australia 
still leads 2-1 in the ti\ e-match 
series 

South Afnca-Pakistan one-off Test 

South Atnca defeated Pakistan 
by 324 runs in the one-off lest 
played at Johannesburg De Vilhers 
of South Africa finished the match 
with a haul ot 10 wickets tor 108 
runs 

Mandela Trophy 

South Africa defeated Pakistan 
by 157 luns to lift the Nelson Man¬ 
dela one-day cncket tournament 
trophy 

National women's Championship 

Railways defeated Air India 
by five wickets to win the cham¬ 
pionship and retain the B C 
Ganguly trophy, which they had 
shared with Madhya Piadesh 
last year 

TABLE TENNIS 

National Championship 

Top seed Kamlesh Mehta stunned 
reigning champion Arup Basak to 
regain the men's singles crown 

Fourth seeded MS MythUi of 
Tamil Nadu became the new 
women's champion when she 
defeated Anmdita Chakraborty of 
Bengal. 


TENNIS 

Australian Open, 1995 

Mary Pierce of France defeated 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicano of Spam 
to win the women s singles final, 
her first Grand Slam title 

Pierce has become the first 
French-woman* to win a Grand 
Slam singles title since Fran- 
coise Durr at the 1967 French 
open 

Andre Agassi of USA defeated 
the defending champion Pete 
Sampras, also of USA, to win the 
men s singles title at his very first 
attempt 

This was Agassi s second suc¬ 
cessive Grand Slam title following 
his victory in the US Open in 
1994 

Hopman Cup 

Germany defeated Ukraine to 
take the Hopman Cup team tennis 
championship held in Perth, 
Australia 

VOLLEYBALL 

43rd National championship 

Tamil Nadu retained the 43rd 
senior men's naticmai champion¬ 
ship defeating Railways 8-15,15-12, 
8-15, 15-11, 15-13 

In the womenis section Rail¬ 
ways tamed Kerala 15-4,15-4,15-0 
to win the title for the record lunth 
successive time. 

The championship was held at 
Madras 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 


1-10. Find the value of (?) 

1 2 2 , 
a /2 - 1 -^2 + 1 


(«) 

0 

(b) 

4 

(c) 4^ 

(d) 

2 

3 

2. 

(27)«\3x(8)-"''^ , 
(162)-" ^2 

(c) 3^" 



(«) 


(b) 

3-^" 

id) 

3" 

3. 

If a 


2‘'/\the 

(value of 2a’ 

+ 6a 

= 7 

(«) 

3 

(b) 

12 

(c) 9 

(d) 

6 

4. 

V. 

b-^ 

3 ,-S 

= 7 



(fl) 

ab 

(b) 

a'\» 

(c) a^b^ 

(d) 

ab’ 

5. 

6^’. 

^(6Y = 

7 




(rt) 

1 

(b) 

72 

(c) 36 

(d) 

48 

6. 

'! 



,2^11 



(«) 

0 

(b) 

“I 

(c) 1 

(d) 



7. .12X 1.2X.012 = ? 
(fl) 17.28 (i») 1.728 

(d) 0.UU1728 


(<•) 172.8 

.1 


.2x.2x.2 + .02x.02x.02 
.6 X .6 X .6 + .06 X .06 X .06 


2|-1.16 


2 . 3 . 1 ^ 


1.5 X 4.7 
(b) 2J8 


(c) 19 

(c) 6.2 


(d) 24 


(d) 3.4 


has to pay Rs 540 more as income tax than when it was 7%. 
Find his income. 

(a) Rs 21000 (h) Rs32(X)0 

(c) Rsl80rt) (d) Rs 26000 

14. Find the width of rolier which covers 4.4 km 
while cutting 2420 of grass. 

(a) 55 cm {(>) 60 cm (c) 46 cm (d) 50 cm 

15. A ladder 20 m long is placed in a street so as to 
reach a window 16 m high and on turning the ladder to 
the other side of the street, it reaches a point 12 m high. 
What is the width of street? 

(it) 26 m (b) 28 m (c) 18 m (d) 20 m 

16. The perimeter of a rhombus is 52 cm. If one of Its 
diagonals is 24 cm, find the area of rhombus. 

(n) 135 cm^ (b) 120 cm^ (c) 128cm^ (d) 130 cm^ 

17. The height of a rcxmi is - of the sum of length and 

breadth and the cost of painting its walls at the rate of 
50 p per m^ is Rs 4{M), find its height 

(a) 10 m (b) 9.5 m (r) 8.7 m (d) 10.2 m 

18. The cost of cutting the crops of a circular field of 
radius 30 m is Rs 55(X). What shall be the cost of cutting 
the crops at the same rate on another circular field whose 

radius is vth of the first? 

5 

(a) Rs220 (b) Rs250 (r) Rs 180 (d) Rs200 

19. A semi<irciilar pond is emptied by a pipe at the 
rate of 3 litres/minute. If the diameter of pond is 1 ^ m, in 

22 

what time half of the pond can be emptied if JC = -^, 
1 litres 1000 cu cm. 

(fl)2:^hrs (&)3hrs 


in n.7 X 11.7 xn.7- 1.7x1.7x1.7 , 

11.7x11.7+11.7 X 1.7 +1.7 X 1.7 “ ‘ 

(a) 24 (b) 22 (c) 10 (d) 36 

11. I invested a sum of money at C.I. It amounted to 
Rs 2420 in 2 years and 2662 in 3 years. The rate per cent is: 

(a) 12% (b) 10% (c) 9.5% (d) 11% 

12. How piudi money must be invested to purchase 
Rs 5750 of 3% stock at 107btokerage being l/4%? 

(a) Rs5870 (h) Rs6210 (c) Rs4970 (d) RsSOOO 

13. The income tax having been raised to 10%, a man 


V/ - „2 

(c) 3.5 hrs 


(d) 2 hrs 


20. The speed of steamer in still water is 7 ^ km/hr. 

It takes twice as much time in coming upstream as in 
going downstream. Find the speed of stream. 

(a) 3 km/hr (b) 2^ km/hr 

(c) 4 km/hr (d) 2 km/hr 

21. A boy was asked to multiply a number by 467. He 
found the product as 1925817. If the digits 9 and 7 were 
wrong, find the correct product. 

(fl) 1325813 (b) 1825813 
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(c) 1525816 (rf) 1225810 

22. A number when divided by 899 leaves the 
remainder 63. If the same number is divided by 29, what 
will be the remainder? 

(fl) 5 (b) 4 (c) 12 (d) 13 

23. Find the values of x and y such that the no. 9x26y5 
is exactly divisible by 1375. 

(ff)x = 2,y = 2 (b) x = 2,y = 3 

(c) x = 3, y = 2 (ri) x = l,y-3 

24. The product of two numbers is 7168 and their 
H.C.F. is 16. Find the numbers of such pairs. 

(«) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

25. The averaj;e of 11 numbers is 37.15. The average 
of first three is 36.41. The average of last seven is 37.51. 
Fourth no. was wrong. Find the average of the remaining 
nos. 

(rt) 36 (b) 37.18 (c) 35.23 (d) 34.98 

26. A man bought a cycle for Rs 150 and sold for Rs 
220 at a credit of one year. What did he gain per cent 
reckoning money worth 10% p.a.? 

(a) 33”% (b) 26% (r) 35r« (d) 24.5% 

27. By selling 45 m cloth, a merchant gains the C.P. of 
15 m. Find his gain%. 

(fl) 331% (b) 29-M, (c) 22% (d) 30<J^ 

28. A and B working separately cat* do a work in 8 
and 10 days respectively. If they work for one day alter¬ 
nately, A beginning, in how many days will the work be 
completed? 

(a) 7 days (b) 10 days 

(c) 8^ days (d) 6 days 

29. Two trains A and B start at the same time in 
opposite directions from two points and arrive at a point 

1 4 

in 3 — and 4 - hours respectively. At what rate does the 
second train B travel if Ist travels 80 km/hr. 

(a) 661 km/hr (b) 561 km/hr 

(f) 60 km/hr (d) 52 km/hr 

30. A person lent a certain sum of money at 4% S.l. 
and in 8 years, the interest amounted to Rs 408 less than 
the sum lent. Find the sum. 

(a) RsSOO (b) Rs700 (c) Rs600 (d) Rs980 

31. Find the no. whose square is equal to the dif¬ 
ference of squares of the nos. 6467 and 4683. 

(fl) 5290 (b) 3658 (c) 4460 (d) 4832 

32. A man sold a book at a gain of 12%. Had he sold 

' it for 18 paise more, he would have gained 18%. Find the 
. cost price of bixik. ' 

(a) Rs4.50 (b) Rs5 (c) Rs3 (d) Rs3.50 
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33. If 581 be divided into three parts such that 4 times 
the first may be equal to 5 times the second and 7 times the 
third. The first part is: 

(rt) Rs245 (b) Rs309 (c) Rs239 (c) Rsl47 

34. True discount on a certain sum of money due six 
months hence is Rs 24 and the interest on tli# same sum 
hir the same time and at the same rate is Rs 25. Find the 
sum. 

(a) Rs600 (b) Rs580 (c) Rs460 (d) Rs450 

35. During the 1st year the population of a town in¬ 

creased by 4% and during the 2nd year it diminished by 
4%. If at the end of 2nd year its population was 24960, 
what was its population at the beginning of the Ist year? 

(fl) 26820 (b) 25(X)0 (c) 27.532 (d) 27384 

36-40. In each of the following number series, a 
wrong number is given. Find out tliat number. 

.36. 74,63,54,45,37,27. 

(a) 63 (b) 45 (c) 37 (d) 54 

37. 96,54,20, - 1. 

(rt) 54 (b) • 1 (c) 20 

38. 4,12,36, 108,326,972. 

(rt) 326 (b) 972 (c) 108 (d) 12 

.39. 3,6,24, 144, 1152,11.580. 

(f/) 144 (b) 1152 (c) 11580 (d) 24 

4t). 7200,6600,61(K), 56tK), .5400,5200. 

(rt) 7200 (b) 56(M) (c) 52tX) (d) 66(K) 

41-45. Study the table carefully and answer the 
questions given below it. 


Factories 

1980 

1981 

1982 

1983 

1984 

A 

18 

15 

25 

15 

18 

B 

16 

22 

40 

18 

14 

C 

20 

20 

30 

25 

20 

D 

25 

19 

18 

14 

19 

E 

36 

32 

36 

30 

30 


41. In which year, the production of scooters of all 
factories was equal to the average no. of scooters 
produced during 1980-1984? 

(a) 1980 (b) 1981 (c) 1982 

(d) 1983 (c) 1984 

42. Which factory showed a decrqjise of 20% in the 
production of scooters in 1984 as compared to 1983? 

(a) A and C (b) B 

(c) D and B (d) D and E 

43. In which of the given year, there was maximum 
production of scooters? 

(a) 1984 (b) 1981 (c) 1982 

(d) 1980 (e) 1983 

44. What is the ratio of production of scooters of 


. ,v. 





factory A to that of factory E in 1984? 

(a) 3 5 (&) 5 3 (f) 2 3 (d) 3 2 

45 In which year, the total production of scooters of 
ail factories was 20% of the total production of scooters 
during 1%0 1984’ 

(rt) 1980 (b) 1981 (f) 1982 

(rf) 19S3 (0 1984 

46-50 Study the graph carefully and answer the 
following questions based on it 

Turn over (Rs in crores) 



46 Wlnt IS the acctagc annual increase in the tuin 
over ot a company from 1984 94’ 

(ti) 9 15 (b) 13 15 (r) 9 25 

(d) 10 15 (,) None 

47 What IS the latio of the turnover ot 1974 ind 
1003 04’ 

(rt) 10 27 (b) 23 125 (f) 1 5 

(d) 17 20 (() None 

48 The turnover ot a company in 1994 95 is es 
tiinatcd to be 20% more than that of 93-94 Wliat is the 
estimated turnov er in 1W4 95’ 

00 09 32 (b) 14S98 {() 138 OS 

(d) 109 32 (t) None 

49 What IS the percentage increase in the turnover of 
the amipany in 89-90 as compared to 1984’ 

(a) 120"o (b) 12% (c) 80’/o 

(d) 20% (c) 05% 

50 The percentage increase m turnover fiom 1984 to 
93-94 IS 

(rt) 448 6 (b) 100 (t) 250 (d) None 


ANSWERS AND EXPl ANATIONS 


1 (n) 2 (c) 3 (a) 4 (t) 5 (c) 

6 (f) 7 (d) 8 00 ^ (a) 10 (c) 

n (h) P + C I in 3 years = Rs 2662 
P + CI m2 years - Rs 2420 

Interest for 1 year = 2662 - 2420 = Rs 242 
Rs 242 IS the SI (on Rs 2420) for one year 

Rate- p^j- ' 2420x1 
12 (b) Total M V for buying a stock of Rs 100 


Rates- 


• s 10% 
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^1077+7 = Rs108 
4 4 

. .. 5750x108 

Stock = Rs 5750 Investment =-— 

= Rs 6210 

13. (c) Difference of rate of income tax = 10% - 7% = 3% 

. 3% of income = 540 

Income = 540 x^^ = R.s 18000 

14. (a) 

15. (b) Use Pythagoras Theorem to find X and y 

Width of street = x + y 
1 

16. (b) Side of a rhombus = 7 x 52 »13 cm 

4 

A 0 = 7 AC = 7X24 = 12 
2 2 

Diagonals of a rhombus are 1 bisectors of each 
other 

0D^ = AD^-A02= 13 ^- 12 ^ = 52 .-. OD = 5 
BD = 2x5 = 10 

Area of a rhombus = ^ AC x BD = ^ x 24 x 10 
= 120 cm2 

17. (rt) Area of four walls = (Rs 400 + Re ^) = 800m2 

h = ^ (1 + b) .*. 4 h = f + b 

Area of four walls = 2h (/ + b) = 2h x 4h= 8h2 
8h2 = 800 .-. h = 10 m 

is. (a) Since the ratio of radii = ^ • 5 
Ratio of areas = 1 : 

25 

.-. the cost of cutting the crops is proportional to 
the area 

Cost of cutting the crops of the 2nd field 
= ^x 5500 = Rs 220 

14, 

19. (<i) Vol of semi-circular pond = - x - irr 

1 4 22 , 3,3 99 

= 2X3Xyx(-) =iycum 

= ^x 1000(X)0cucm 

Vol of pond which is to be emptied 

1 99000000 1 ... 49500. 

'2’'~Ti2~’'woo'‘'®'TiT' 

3 litres is emptied in 1 minute 

49500.. 49500 1 . 

's emptied m = •—y x- minutes 

= 2.§hrs. 

20 . (b) 21 . (rt) 22 . (a) 

23. (a) 1375 = 11x125 

A no. is divisible by 125 if the no. formed the digits 
at one's, ten's and hundred's place is divisible by 


125 .'. y must be equal to 2 
I V 125 x 3 = 375,125 x 5 = 625,125 x 7 = 875, 
125 x 9 = 11251 

.-. 5 + 6 + x= y + 2 + 9 = 2 + 2 + 9 

1 ■. the no. is divisible by 11 ] 

.-. X = 2 

24. (a) 25. (b) 

26. (fl) We have to find out S.P. of the cycle which is equal 

to P.W. of Rs 220 for 1 year at 10% 

Gain on Rs 150 = Rs 200 - Rs 150 = Rs 50 

^ ■ o, 50 100 „ 1 

.’. Gain % = "jgy x 100 = ~y = 33 — 

27. (fl) S.P.of45m = C.P.of45m + C.P.ofl5m 

= CP. of 60 m 

On every sale of 45 m, he gains 15 m 

Gain % = — x 100 = -^ = 331 
45 3 3 

28 . (r) 


29. (fl) 


30. (c) 

31. (c) 

32. (c) 

33. (a) 


A's rate 
B's rate 


5 200 2 

B's rate = 80 x — = - 7 - = 66 r km/hr. 

6 *;> 3 


Reqd.no.= V (6467) - - (4683) ^ 

= V(M67 - 4683) (6467 + 4683) 

= V1784X 11150 = 4460 
118% of CP. - 112% of CP. = 18 p. 

6 %ofC.P. = 18p.-. CP. = Rs3 
Let the three parts be x, y, z 

4x = 5y = 7z = l (say) x = |,y = |,z = | 

x:y:z = 7:7:7 = 35:28 : 20 
4 5 7 

35 

r_j._ 1 . -- 1*04 


btpart = ^;g;y x581=Rs245 


34. (a) 

35. (b) 

36. (c) 

37. (b) 
.38. (a) 

39. (c) 

40. (b) 

41. (tf) 
46. (d) 


Sum = 


Interest x Discount 25 x 24 
Interest - Discount ~ 25-24 


= Rs600 


74 - (7 + 4) = 63,63 - (6 + 3) = 54 and so on. 
In place of 37, it should be 36. 

9x6 = 54,5x4 = 20, 2x0 = 0. 

-1 is wrong. It should be 0. 

Multiply each term by 3 to get (Jie next no. 
326 is wrong. It should be 324. 

Go on multipl^ng by 2,4, 6 , 8 ,10. 

11580 is wrong. It should be 11520. 

Go on subtracting 600,500,400,300,200 etc. 
5600 i$ wrong. It should be 5700. 

42. (fl) 43. (c) 44. (a) 45. (a) 

47. (e) 48, (b) 49. (a) 50, (a) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 

LA.S. (Prelim.) Exam., held in June, 1994 


1 Indian expertise was recently used in the ar¬ 
chaeological restoration of the monuments at 

(«) Angkor Wat 

(b) Jerusalem 

(c) Rome 

(d) Yucatan 

2 Tlie pitch of the von. e of women is m general 
{a) higher than that of men 

(b) marginally lower than that ol men 
(t) much lowi r than that of men 

(d) the same as that of men 

3 An aeroplane takes off from 30“ North Lat, 50® 
East Long, and lands at the opposite end of the earth 
Where does it land'^ 

(fl) 30® North Lat, 50® West Long 
{b) 30® South Lat, 50® West Long 

(c) 50® North Lat, 30® West Long 

(d) 30® South Lat, 130® West Long 

4 The heart of human embryo starts beating 
(fl) in the first week of its development 
(6) m the third week of its development 
(t) in the fourth week of its development 
(d) in the sixth week of its development 

5 Given below are voting percentages of a political 
party secured in three successive elections to the Lok 
^bha 


Years 

1984 

1989 

199] 

Percentages of Votes 

74 

114 

22 4 


The party which secured these percentages of votes 

was 

(a) Congress (I) 

(b) Bahujan Sama) Party 

(c) Bharatiya JanataJ’arty 

(d) Communist Party of India (Marxist) 

6 To kmwv whether the rich are getting richer and 
the poor getting poorei, it is necessary to compare 

(ft) the wholesale price index over different 
penods of time for di^rent regions 

(b) the distribution of income of an identical set 
of income recipients in different periods rtf 
time 

(c) the distribution of income of different sets of 
income recipients at a point of time 

(d) the availability of foodgrains among two sets 


of people, one rich and the other poor, over 
different penods of time 

7 The earliest evidence of silver in India is found in 
the 

(a) Harappan culture 

(b) Chalcolithic cultures of Western India 

(c) Vedictexh 

(d) Silver punch-maiked coins 

8 Consider the figure of a fountain with four holes 
given below 



Which one of the holes m the fountain will throw the 
water farthest^ 

(a) 4 (b) 3 (c) 2 (d) 1 

9 The length of its day and the tilt of its axis are 
almost identical to those of the earth ' This is true of 
(fl) Uranus 

(b) Neptune 

(c) Saturn 

(d) Mars 

10 If father has blood group A and mother has blood 
group O then which one of the following blood groups 
may be found in their son’ 

(n) B 

(b) AB 

(c) O 

(d) B,ABorO 

11 The mam function of the IM F is to 

(a) arrange international deposits from banks 

(b) help to solve balance of payments problems 
ot member countries 

(c) act as a private sector lending arm of the 
World Bank 

(d) finance investment loans to developing 
amntnes 

12 Who among the following was the leader of a 
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number of dnh British revolN in Sambalpiir’ 

(a) UtiratSm}»h 
ib) Surendra Sail! 

(r) Kattabumman 

(d) Sa)Ayid Ahmad Baielvi 

n Whiih one of the following is a language of 
Baluchistan but linguistically Diav idian^ 

(rt) Brahiii 
(M Kui 
(0 

(d) Pengo 

14 In an electionic watch, the component coi- 
responding to pendulum of a pendulum clexk is a 
(a) transistor 
(/>) ciystal osc illator 

(c) diode 

(d) balance whcH’l 

I*! Match list I with List 11 ind select the correct 
answer from the codes given below the lists 


list 1 
(C rops) 

A Rice 

B Wheat 

C Sugarcane 

1 ist II 
(Liop pesfs) 

1 Aphid 

2 Gundhi bug 

3 Creasy cutworm 

D Gram 

ies- 

A 

B 

4 Top shcxit borer moth 

5 Bollworm 

C D 

{«) 2 

3 

4 

(b) 3 

1 

2 4 

(0 2 

1 

4 3 

(d) S 

1 

1 3 


It) What IS the correct sec]uence ol the following in a 
heart attack’ 

1 Narrowing of the inner orifice of the vessel 

2 Plaque' from fibrous tissue and high 
cholesterol 

3 Inadequate supply ot blood and oxygen 

4 Clots ot blood earned into the coronary 
aitenes 

Chcxise the answer from the codes given below 
Codes* 

>) L2,3,4 
•'W 2,4, 1,3 
(r) 2,3, 1,4 
(d) 4,2,1,3 

17 Which of the following statements about the 
Dunkel draft is/are correct’ 

1 It 18 mandateny for the Government of India to 

accept all its proposals in all the sectors 

2 In the field of agriculture, the main proposal is 

to cut agricultural subsidies 

3 In the field of textiles, it reiterates the operation 

of the multifibre agreement 

4 The proposals have already been accepted by 

the Parliament 


Select the correct answer from the aides given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 only 
lb) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1,2 and 4 only 

(d) 3 and 4 only 

18 In the case ot a 'Test-tube baby' 

(a) fertilization takes place inside tlTe test-tube 

(b) development ot the baby takers place inside 
the test-tube 

(c) fertilization takes place outside the mother's 
bexly 

(d) unfertilized egg develops inside the test-tube 
W Which one of the following is the most fun¬ 
damental ditferiMue between Mahayana Buddhism and 
Hinayana Buddhism’ 

(rt) Emphasis on ahnnvi 
(b) Casteless sex lety 
(i) Worship of gods and gixldesses 
(d) Worship of sfupa 

20 A man jumped at a speed of "i metres per second 
from a stationary bcxit and fhe boat moved oft with the 
speed ot 0^ melie per second How many times is the 
mass ot the boat greater than that of the man’ 

(a) ’y I times 

(b) 4 5 tunes 
(t) 2 1 times 
(d) 10 times 

21 Give n below i*- a map of America 
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The shaded (marked 1 and 2), dotted (marked 3) and 
the plain areas (marked 4) indicate respectively, the 
regions where the languages spoken are 

(fl) Spanish, French, Portuguese and others 

(b) French, Spanish, Portuguese and others 
(f) French, Portuguese, Spanish and English 
(d) Portuguese, French, Spanish and others 

22 Winch one of the following is in the correct se¬ 
quential order in which these appeared under simulated 
primitive earth condition"^ 

(a) Methane, Hydrogen cyanide, nitriles 
annnoacids 

(b) Hydrogen cyanide, methane, nitriles, 
annnoacids 

(c) Aminoacids, nitriks. Hydrogen cvanidt, 
methane 

(d) Nitriles, aminnaiids, methane Hydrogen 
cyanide 

23 The statue ot Comateswara at Sracanabtlagola 
was built by 

(fl) Lhandragupta Maui>a 

(b) Khaiavela 
(t) Aim^ha\ arsha 
(d) Chanuindaraya 

24 Which ill the tollovsing is/are used as biofu 
lilizers'^ 

1 A/olia 

2 Blue-green algae 

3 Alfalfa 

Select the correctanswei using thecodesgiven bt low 
Codes 

(fl) 2 alone 

(b) I and 2 

(c) 1 and 3 

(d) 1,2 and 3 

25 Even though an animal is ted with carbohydrate- 
rich diet, its blood sugar concentration tends to remain 
constant This is on account of the fact that in the case ot 
an animal 

(fl) hormones of pituitary glands control metabo¬ 
lic process 

(b) hormones of pancreas cause such a condition 

(c) blood sugar is readily absorbed by liver 

(d) glucose undergoes autolysis 

26 One mole of hydrogen gas burns in excess of 
oxygen to give 290 kj ot heat What is the amount of heat 
produced when 4 g ot hydrogen gas is burnt under the 
same ainditions'^ 

(fl) 145 kJ 

(b) 290 kj 

(c) 580 kJ 

(d) 1160 kJ 

27. Consider the map given below. 



1 he numbers marked 1 , 2, 3 and 4 uspectnely indi¬ 
cate the islands of 

(fl) the Bahamas, Azores, Falkland and Cape 
Verde 

(b) the Bahamas, Azores Cape Verde and 
Falkland 

(t) Azores, Cape Verde, the Bahamas and 
Falkland 

(d) Cape Vtrde, the Bahamas, Falkland and 
Azores 

28 Fiscal deficit m the Union Budget means 

(fl) the sum of budgetai v deficit and net increase 
in internal and external borrowings 

(b) the difference between current expenditure 
and cuiient teventie 

(0 the sum of monetized deficit and budgetary 
deficit 

(d) net increase m Union Government's borrow¬ 
ings from the Reserve Bank of India 

29 Live well, as long as you live Live well even by 
borrowing, for, once cremated, there is no return ' This 
rejechon of after-life is an aphorism ot the 

(fl) Kapalikasect 

(b) Sunvavada ot Nagaquna 

(r) A)ivikas (d) Charvakas 

30 Who among the following are appointed by the 
President of India^ 

1 The Chairman, Finance Commission , 

2 The Deputy Chainnan, Planning Commission 

3 The Chief Mmister of a Union Territory 
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Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1 only 
(fc) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

31. If a gas is compressed to half of its original 
volume at 27*'C, to what temperature should it be heated 
to make it occupy its original volume? 

(a) 327“C 

(b) 6tM)»C 

(c) 54‘’C 

(d) SOO'-C 

32. Those who joined Mahatma Gandhi during the 
Champaran struggle included: 

(b) Vallabhbhai Patel and Vinobha Bhave 

(b) Jawaharlal Nehru and Rajendra Prasad 
V(c) Rajendra Prasad and Anugraha Narayan 
Sinha 

(d) Mahadev Desai and Maniben Patel 

33. The shortest air-route from Perth to London is; 
(rt) Perth, Bombay, Rome, London 

(b) Perth, Ankara, Paris, London 

(c) Perth, Aden, Paris, London 

(d) Perth, Mombasa, Rome, London 

34. Which of the following are characteristics 
shown by a breast-fed baby when compared to a bottle- 
fed baby? 

1 . It is less obese 

2. It shows greater capacity to resist diseases 

3. It gets more vitamins and proteins 

4. Its growth in height is abnormal 

Select the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 1,2 and 4 

(c) 1,3 and 4 

(d) 2,3 and 4 

35. According to the newly adopted Constitution of 
Russia, the Prime Minister is appointed by: 

(b) the State Duma, the Lower Chamber of the 
Federal Assembly 

(b) the President, with the consent of the State 
Duma 

(c) the President, with the consent of the Federal 
Council 

(d) the Federal Council 

36. Which one of the following usages was a post- 
Vedic development? 

(a) Dharma—Artha—Kama—Moksha 

(b) Brahmana—Kshatriya—^Vaishyat—Shudra 


(c) Brahmacharya—Grihastashrama—Vana- 
prastha—Sanyasa 

(d) Indra—^Surya—Rudra—^Marut 

37. The basic reason for the extraordinary sparkle of 
a suibibly cut diamond is that: 

(b) it has a very high transparency 

(b) it has a very high refractive index 
(f) it is very hard , 

(d) it has well-defined cleavage planes 

38. The Himalayas are formed of parallel fold ranges 
of which the oldest range is: 

(b) the Siwalik Range 

(b) the Lesser Himalayas 

(c) the Great Himalayan Range 

(d) the Dhaula Dhar Range 

39. Which one of the following crops enriches the 
nitrogen content in soil? 

(fl) Potato 

(b) Sorghum 

(c) Sunflower 

(d) Pea 

40. The basic structure theory of the Constitution of 
India implies that: 

(a) certain features of the Constitution are so 
essential to it that they cannot be 
abrogated 

(b) fundamental rights cannot be abridged or 
taken away 

(c) the Constitution cannot be amended except in 
accordance with the procedure prescribed in 
Art. 368 

(d) the Preamble of the Constitution cannot be 
amended for it is not a part of the Constitu¬ 
tion and at the same time represents its real 
spirit 

41. The hallmark of watershed development in the 
semi-arid regions of India is the: 

(b) establishment of sheds on large scale, so that 
the rain water does not evaporate 

(b) undertaking of earthworks, soil conservation 
measures and tree plantation, so as to con¬ 
serve soil moisture and recharge under¬ 
ground water 

(c) drilling deep tubewells so as to tap water at 
the rock-strata level 

(d) setting up a system of tanks by embanking 
water from seasonal rivers 

42. The capital of the kingdom of Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh was; 

(fl) Amritsar ' 

(b) Patiala 

(c) Lahore 

(d) Kapurthala 

43. Which one of the following combinations of aper¬ 
ture and shutter speed of a camera will allow the maxi¬ 
mum exposure? 
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(«) f-22,1/60 
(h) M6,1/125 
(c) f-8,1/250 
(<0 f-5.6,1/1000 

44. In the balanced dietaries for a day of an adult 
working man, weights of carbohydrate food and total 
protein food (both superior and inferior) should be in 
order of: 

(a) 600 gm and 420 gm respectively 

(b) 600 gm and 600 gm respectively 

(c) 420 gm and 600 gm respectively 

(d) 420 gm and 420 gm respectively 

45. Which one of the following is caused by the 
expression of a recessive gene present on sex 
chromtisome? 

(a) Rheumatism 

(b) Nervous shock 

(c) Muscular dystrophy 

(d) Cerebral haemorrhage 

46. Tlie Uniting for Peace Restilutiim' adopted by the 
U.N. has: 

(fl) enhanced the powers of the General Assemb¬ 
ly in a comprehensive way 

(b) reduced the powers of the General Assembly 

(c) made no difference to the powers of the 
General Assembly 

(d) empowered the General Assembly tt> act in 
specific situations in matters of peace and 
security 

47. Convertibility of the rupee implies: 

(a) being able to convert rupee notes into gold 
(h) allowing the value of the rupee to be fixed by 

market forces 

(c) freely permitting the conversion of rupee to 
other major currencies and vice versa 

(d) developing an international market for cur¬ 
rencies in India 

48. In ancient Indian historical geography the name 
'Ratnakara' denoted: 

( 0 ) the Arabian Sea 

(b) the Bay of Bengal 

(c) the Indian Ocean 

(d) the confluence of the Gan^, the Yamuna and 
the mythical Saraswati at l^ayaga 

49. Which one of the fojiowing is the most important 
reason for the establi^ment of the Vikram Sarabhai Space 
Centre at Thumba? 

( 0 ) The sea is near to the place in the East, West 
and South directions 

(b) It is a place near to a dty in India, which is 
nearest to the Geographic Equator 

(c) It is situated on the Geontagnetic Equator 

(d) Outer space near Thumba exhibits queer at¬ 
mospheric phenomena 

50. Consider the ntap of India given below: 



The map read with the index provided refer to the 
distribution of: 

(a) winter rains 

(b) pressure 

(c) annual rainy days 

(d) mean temperature 

51. Which one of the following animals stores water 
in the intestine? 

( 0 ) Moloch 

(b) Camel 

(c) Zebra 

(d) Uromastix 

52. E.T.A. is a terrorist organization in: 

( 0 ) Cyprus 

(b) Sri Lanka 

(c) Spain 

(d) South Africa 

53. If water pollution continues at its present rate, it 
will eventually: 

( 0 ) stop water cycle 

(b) prevent precipitatiwi 

(c) make oxygen molecules unavailable to water 
plants 

(d) make nitrate unavailable to water plants 

54. In the Gandhara sculpmres the preaching mudn 
associated with the Buddha's First Sermon at Sarnath is: 

( 0 ) abhaya 

(b) dhyana 

(c) dharmachahtt 
(<0 bhumisfiarstt 

55. A corked bottle ftdl of water when frozen will 
break because: 
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(fl) the bottle contracts on freezing 
lb) the volume of water decreases on freezing 
(c) the volume of water increases on freezing 
Id) glass is a bad conductor of heat 

56. Which one of the following regions of Asia is 
experiencing the highest annual growth rate of popula¬ 
tion? 

(fl) South Asia 

(b) South-East Asia 

(c) Central Asia 

(d) West Asia 

57. The only anthropoid ape to be found in India is 
the: 

(a) hanuman monkey 

(1>) liontaiied macaque of Western Chats 

(c) slow loris of Assam 

(<f) whitebrowed gibbon of Assam 

58. Which of the following statements regarding the 
advisory jurisdiction of the Supreme Court are correct? 

1. It is binding on the Supreme Court to give its 

opinion on any matter referred to it by the 
President. 

2. The full bench of the Supreme Court hears any 

reference made to it under its power of ad¬ 
visory jurisdiction. 

3. The opinion given by the Supreme Court on a 

reference under advisory jurisdiction is not 
binding on the government. 

4. Not more than one reference at a time can be 

made to the Supreme Court under its power 
of advisory jurisdiction. 

Select the answer from the codes given below: 

Codes: 

{a) 1 and 2 

(b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 
Id) 2 and 4 

59. Which one of the following governmental steps 
has proved relatively effective in controlling the double 
digit rate of inflation in the Indian economy during recent 
years? 

(a) Enhanced rate of production of all consumer 
goods 

(b) Streamlined public distribution system 

(c) Pursuing an export-oriented strategy 

(d) Containing budgetary deficitsand unproduc¬ 
tive expenditure 

60. The name of the poet Kalidasa is mentioned in the: 

(a) Allahabad pillar inscription 

(b) Aihde inscription 

(c) Alapadu grant 

(d) Hanumankonda inscription 

61. The main constituents of pearl are: 

(a) calcium carbonate and magnesium carbonate 

lb) aragonite and conchiolin 

(c) ammonium sulphate and sodium'carbonate 


(d) calcium oxide and ammonium chloride 

62. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): The monsoonal rainfall decreases as one 
goes towards the west and north-west in the Ganga plain. 

Reason (R): The moisture-bearing monsotmal winds 
go higher up as one moves up in the Ganga plain. 

In the context of the above two statements which one 
of the following is correct? 

(rt) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 
Id) A is false but R is true 

63. Consider the map given below: 



The shaded area in the map shows the kingdom d the: 

(а) Satavahanas 

lb) Chalukyas of Vatapi 

(c) Rashtrakutas 

(d) Marathas 

64. If safe storage is to be ensured, the moisture con¬ 
tent of food grains at the time of harvesting should NOT 
be higher than: 

(fl) 14% 

(б) 16% 

(c) 18% 
id) 20% 

65. Devaluation of a currency means 

(a) reduction in the value of a currenqr vis-a-vis 
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major internationally traded currencies 
{b) permitting the currency to seek its worth in 
the international market 

(c) fixing thevalueofthecurrencyinconjunction 
with the movement in the value of a basket of 
predetermined currencies 

(d) fixing the value of a currency in multilateral 
consultation with the IMF, the World Bank 
and major trading partners 

66 . Which one of the following statements regarding 
the "veto" power in the Security Council is correct accord¬ 
ing to the United Nations Charter? 

(rt) The decisions of the Security Council on all 
non-procedural matters must be made by an 
affirmative vote of nine members, including 
the concurring votes of the permanent mem¬ 
bers of the Council 

(b) Every permanent member of the Security 
Council can prevent any decision from being 
accepted, by vetoing it 

(c) The term veto was used in Article 27 of the 
United Nations Charter to enable any per¬ 
manent member of the Security Council to 
prevent any resolution from being passed by 
the majority 

(d) Any member of the Security Council can 
prevent any resolution from being passed by 
voting against it 

67. Which one of the following important trade 
centres of ancient India was on the trade route connecting 

1 Kalyana with Vengi? 

{a) Tagara 
(6) Sripura 

(c) Tripuri 

(d) Tamralipti 

68 . The highest milk producing breed of goat in India 
is: 

(a) Barbari 
(h) Jamnapari 

(c) Black Bengal 

(d) Beetal 

69. The half-life of a radioactive element is 5 years. 
The fraction of the radioactive substance that remains 
after 20 years is: 

<“>2 . <'’>1 
(0 i w i 

70. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): A lock of Einstein's hair, if scientists 
could locate it and extract its DNA, could help in produc¬ 
ing another Einstein, by cloning. 

Reason (R): The DNA extracted from the cell of an 
embryo.at an early stage of development, can be trans¬ 
ferred to individual eggs which in turn can be implanted 
into die uterus of a surrogate mother to give birth to an 


identical offspring. 

In the context of the above two statements which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the airrect 
explanation of A 

(fe) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A is true but R is false 

(d) A is false but R is true 

71. The first Indian ruler who joined the Subsidiary 
Alliance was: 

(a) the Nawab of Oudh 

(b) the Nizam of Hyderabad 

(c) Peshwa Baji Rao II 

(d) the King of Travancore 

72. Which one of the following vitamins is con¬ 
sidered to be a hormone? 

(a) A ( 6 ) B (c) C (d) D 

73. Which one of the following statements is correct? 

(а) All the members of the Rajya Sabha are 
elected by State Liegislative Assemblies 

( б ) As the Vice-President is the ex-officio Chair¬ 
man of the Rajya Sabha, only a member of the 
Rajya Sabha can contest for the office of the 
Vice-President 

(r) A point of difference between the Lok Sabha 
and the Rajya Sabha is that while a candidate 
to the Lok ^bha can contest from any State in 
India, a candidate to the Rajva Sabha should 
ordinarily be a resident or the State from 
where he is contesting 

(d) The Constitution of India explicitly prohibits 
the appointment of a nominated member of 
the Ra]ya Sabha to the post of a minister 

74. The difference between a bank and a non-banking 
financial institution (NBFI) is that: 

(a) a bank interacts directly with customers while 
an NBFI interacts with banks and govern¬ 
ments 

(h) a bank indulges in a number of activities relat¬ 
ing to finance with a range of customers, 
while an NBFI is mainly concerned with the 
term loan needs of large enterprises 

(c) a bank deals with bodi internal and interna¬ 
tional oustomers while an NBFI is mainly 
concerned with the finances of foreign com¬ 
panies 

(d) a bank's main interest is to help in business 
transactions and savings/in vestment ac¬ 
tivities while an NBFl's main interest is in the 
stabilisation of the currency 

75. Monazite is an ore of: 

(<t) zirconium 

{b) thorium 

(c) titanium 

(d) iron 

76. VWiushaka, a common character in Sanskrit 
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drama, is invariably a 
{a) biahmana 

(b) kshatnya 

(c) vatiya 
{d) <ihudra 

TJ Freedom of the press in India 

(a) IS specifically provided in Article 19(1) (<j) of 
the Constitution 

(f>) IS implied in the wider freedom of expression 
guaranteed by Article 19(1) (a) of tne Con¬ 
stitution 

(t) IS guarantc'ed under the provisions of Article 
361A of the Constitution 

(d) emanates from the operation of the Rule of 
Law in the country 

78 Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R) 

A wrt/OH (A) The USA re-emerged as India's single 
largest import source m the early nineties 

Reason (R) With swift political developments in the 
erstwhile Soviet Unicm, India gradually began to rely on 
the U S A for its defence requirements. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the following is correct? 

(a) Doth A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true but R IS false 
(<0 A IS false but R is true 

79 Toramana belonged to the ethnic horde of the 

(a) Scythians 

(b) Hunas 

(c) Yue-chis 
Id) Sakas 

80 Farm land tends to erode most rapidly when 
planted with 

(a) sorghum 

(b) potato 
(f) wheat 

(d) clover 

81 Renmn and lactase, the enzymes required to 
digest milk, disappear in the human b^y by the age of 

(a) two 

(b) three 

(c) five 

(d) eight 

82. In which respect have the Centre-State relations 
been speafically termed as 'muniapal relations'? 

(a) Centre's control of the State in the legislative 
sphere 

(b) Centre's control of the State in finanaal mat¬ 
ters 

(c) Centre's control of the State in the administra¬ 
tive sector 

(d) Centre's control of the State m the planning 
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process 

83 Who among the following is said to have wit¬ 
nessed the reigns of eight Delhi Sultans? 

(a) 2^auddin Barani 

(b) Shams-i-Siraj Afif 

(c) M]nha]-us-Sira] 

(d) AmirKhusrau 

84 Galvanised iron sheets are protected ftom rusting 
due to the presence of a layer of 

(a) lead (b) chromium 

(c) zinc (d) tin 

85 Which one of the following statements regarding 
'Exit Poll' IS correct? 

(a) 'Exit Poll is a term used to denote a post-elec¬ 
tion survey of voters regarding the candidate 
in whose favour they had exercised their 
franchise 

(b) 'Exit Poll' and 'Opinion Poll' are one and the 
same 

(f) 'Exit Poll' is a device through which resulS of 
voting can be most exactly predicted 

(d) 'Exit Poll' IS an administiative device made 
recently by the Chief Election Commissioner 
to prevent impersonation 

86 Which one of the following types of erosion is 
responsible for the formation of Chambal Ravines? 

(a) Splash 

(b) Sheet 

(c) Rill 

(d) GuUy 

87 Nirmal Hriday, Sanjivini and Saheli are 

(a) organizations engaged in social work 

(b) herbal medicines pnxluced in India for hy¬ 
pertension, heart disturbances and 
neurological problems 

(t) names of some savings schemes mooted by 
nationalised banks 

(d) institutions set up by Jaynprakash Narayan 
for the rehabilitation of erstwhile dacoits 

88 'Self-sufficiency' in food, in the true sense of 
freedom from hunger, has not been achieved in India in 
spite of a more than three-fold rise in fcxxlgrains produc¬ 
tion over 1950-1990 Which of the following are the 
reasons for it? 

I The green revolution has been restricted to 
small pockets of the country 

2. The cost of food is too high compared to the 

earnings of the poor. 

3. Too much emphasis is laid on wheat and 

paddy compared to the coarse grains 

4. lihe gains of the green revolution have largely 

accrued to the cash crop rather than rood 
crops. 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 
Codex 

(a) 1,2 and 3 

(b) 1,2 and 4 




(c) 1,3 and 4 
(<0 2,3 and 4 

89. When it is noon along 82“ 30' E longitude along 
what degree of longitude it will be 630 a.m.? 

(fl) along 165*E 
{b) along 67“ 30'W 
(c) 0“EorW 
(it) along 82“ 3i)'W 

90. Wht> among the following became the Prime 
Minister of India without being earlier the Chief Minister 
of a State? 

1. Moraqi Desai 

2. Charan Singh 

3. V.P. Singh 

4. Chandrashekhar 

5. P.V. Narasimha Rao 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1,2 and 4 (b) 2,3 and 5 

(c) 2 only (d) 4 only 

91. The latest regional economic bloc to be formed is: 

(fl) ASEAN (b) COMECON 

(f) APEC (d) NAFTA 

92. The first Indian ruler to organize Ha| pilgrimage 
at the expense of the State was: 

(it) Alauddin Khilji 

(b) Feroz Tughlakh 
(f) Akbar 

(d) Aurangzeb 

93. The density of cattle population per 100 hectares 
of gross cropped area is the highest in: 

(a) Bihar 

(b) Haryana 

(r) Madhya Pradesh 
(<0 Uttar Pradesh 

94. Haemoglobin is dissolved in the plasma of: 

(fl) frog 

(b) fish 

(c) man 

(d) earthworm 

95. A major shift in the 8th Five Year Plan from its 
preceding ones is: 

(a) the agnificant reduction in public sector out¬ 
lays » 

(b) the concentration of public investment in in¬ 
frastructural sectors 

(c) major investment in agriculture with a view 
to promote exports 

(d) major investment in sectors in which in¬ 
dustrial sickness has been a chronic problem 

96. In recent years there has been some concern over 
the direat posed by die Mathura Oil Reflnery and the 
thermal power plants to the Tq Mahal in Agra. The sden- 
tifk basis of any possible damage to the Taj is mainly. 

(a) stratospheric ozone and the chlorofluorocar- 


bons which destroy it 

(b) acid precipitation and tropospheric ozone 

(c) inc^^ui^iiu l^els*Of aMsMtolWridiLCh which 
proa^^ me greenhouse efrafkif ' 

(d) ultraviolet r£^4iatigBSl240-260 nanbmeters 
wavelengtli) and the fumes from the heavily 
polluted Yamuna river 

97. The average elevation of Tibetan Plateau above 
sea level is 

(a) 2 km (b) 3 km (c) 4 km (d) 5 km 

98. Which one of the following soil types of India Is 
rendered infertile by the presence of excess iron? 

(a) Desert sand (b) Alluvial 

(c) Podzolic (d) Lateritic 

99. Which of the following fish are bred exclusively 
m tlie cold regions of India? 

1. Catia 2. Tinea 

3. Bhekti 4. Trout 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below: 

Codes: 

(a) land 2 (b) land4 

(c) 2 and 4 (d) 3 and 4 

100. Given below are two statements, one labelled as 
Assertion (A) and the other labelled as Reason (R): 

Assertion (A): In India, the political parties which 
formed the governments represented the majority of seats 
secured in the elections to the House of the People at the 
Centre and the Legislative Assemblies in the States but not 
the majority of votes. 

Reason (R): The elections based on the majority-vote- 
system decide the result on the basis of relative majority 
of votes secured. 

In the context of the above two statements, which one 
of the fdlowing is correct? 

(a) Both A and R are true and R is the correct 
explanation of A 

(b) Both A and R are true, but R is not a correct 
explanation of A 

(c) A IS true, but R IS false 

(d) A IS false, but R IS true 

101. Which radioactive pollutant has recently drawn 
the attention of the public, due to its occurrence in the 
building material? 

(flf) Plutonium 

(b) Thorium 

(c) Radon 
Radium 

lOZ Who among the following ladies wrote a histori¬ 
cal account during the Mughal period? 

(a) Gulbadan Begam 

(b) Nurjahan Begam 

(c) Jahanara Begam 

(d) Zebun-nissa Begam 

103. Consider the map given below: 
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The map shows the sea voyage rotite followed by: 

(a) Thomas Cook 

(b) Ferdinand Magellan 

(c) John Cabot 

(d) Vasco da Gama 

104. The speed of light will be minimum while pass¬ 
ing through: 

(fl) glass 

(b) vacuum 

(c) water 
Id) air 

105. Which of the following is/are among the func¬ 
tions of the Election Commission of India? 

1. Conduct of election for the posts of the Speaker 

and the Deputy Speaker, Lok Sabha and the 
Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha 

2. Conduct of election to the Corporations and 

Municipalities 

3. Deciding on all doubts and disputes arising 

out of elections 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) 2 and 3 jw/w) none 

106. The principal reason why national economic 
planning is still being pursued inspite of embracing a 
market economy since 1991 is that: 

{a) it is a constitutional requirement 
{b) the vast Quantity of capital already deployed 
in the public sector needs to be nurtured 

(c) Five Year Plans can continue to provide a 
long-term perspective to the economy in 
market-friendly fashions 

(d) the market economy is mainly confined to 
industry and commerce, and central plan¬ 
ning in agriculture is necessary 


107. The ideal climatic conditions for the cultivation 
of rice are: 

(a) rainfall above 100 cm, temperature above 
25'’C 

(b) cool and moist climate for the entire crop 
period 

(c) rainfall below 100 cm, temperature below 
25‘-C 

(d) warm and dry climate during the entire crop 
period 

108. The oldest monarchy in the world is that oft 

(a) U.K. 

(b) Nepal 

(c) Saudi Arabia 

(d) Japan 

109. The time taken by the sun to revolve around the 
centre of our galaxy is 

(a) 25 million years 

(b) 100 million years 

(c) 250 million years 

(d) 500 million years 

110. Water is a good solvent of ionic salts because 

(a) it has a high boiling point 

(b) it has a high dipole moment 

(c) it has a high specific heat 

(d) it has no colour 

111. The first to start a joint sttxrk company to trade 
with India were the: 

(a) Portuguese (b) Dutch 

(c) French (d) Danish 

112. The acceleration due to gravity of a catastrophic 
earthquake will be 

(a) >550cm/sec^ (b) >750cm/sec^ 

(c) >950cm/sec^ (d) >980cm/sec^ 

113. Which of the following electoral systems have 
been adopted for various elections in India? 

1. System of direct election on the basis of adult 

suffrage 

2. System of proportional representation by 
means of the single transferable vote 

3. List system of proportional representation 

4. Cumulative system of indirect elections 
Select the correct answer frcnn the codes given below: 
Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 (b) I and 3 

(c) 1,2 and 3 (d) 2,3 and 4 

114. Which one of the following ^heavals took place 
in Bengal immediately after the Revolt of 1857? 

(a) Sanyasi Rebellion 

(b) Santal Rebellion 

(c) Indigo Disturbances 

(d) Pabna Disturbances 

115. Which of ihe following taxes is/are levied by the 
Union and collected and appropriated by the States? 
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(a) Stamp Dutieti 

(fc) Passenger and goods tax 

(c) Estate Duty 

(<0 Taxes on Newspapers 

116 The caves and rock-cut temples at Ellora are 

(a) Buddhist 

(b) Buddhist and Jam 

(c) Hindu and jam 

(d) Hindu, Buddhist and Jam 

117 The first bird is believed to have appeared on the 
surface of the earth 

(a) 300 million years ago 

(b) 200 million years ago 
(f) 150 million years ago 
(d) 100 million years ago 

118 Which one of the following determines that the 
Indian Constitution is federal’ 

(a) A written and iigid Constitution 

(b) An independent Judiciary 

(c) Vesting of residuary powers with the C tiUre 

(d) Distribution of powers between tin Centre 
and the States 

liy The signihcance of the Bengal Regulation of 1793 
lies in the fact that 

(a) It provided tot the establishment of the 
Supreme Court 

(b) It restricted the application ot English law to 
Englishmen only 

(f) It accommodated the personal laws of Hindus 
and Muslims 

(d) It provided for the appointment ot the Indian 
Law Ctiininission 

120 The Mansabdari System introduced by Akbar 
was borrowed from the system followed in 

(ti) Afghanistan (b) Turkey 

(f) Mongolia (d) Persia 

121 The colour of a star is an indication ot its 
(fl) distance from the sun 

(b) luminosity 

(t) distance from the earth 

(d) temperature 

122 Which ot the following are correctly matched’ 


A 

Establishment 
Manufacturing Industries 

B 

Year 

C 

Place 

1 Setting up of the 
first cotton mill 

1854 

Bombay 

2 Manufacture of the 
first machine-made 
paper 

isra 

Near 

Calcutta 

3 Setting up of the 
first cement factory 

1904 

Madras 


Choose the correct answer from the codes given 


below 

Codes: 

(a) 1 and 2 only (b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only (d) 1,2 and 3 

123 Even though the Railways are the most per¬ 
vasive mode of transport in India, it is the road transport 
which received the maximum impetus m most of the 
post-independence period Which of the following are the 
reasons for this’ 

1 Railwavs are cheap to operate but the as¬ 

sociated capital costs are very high 

2 Given the geographic spread of the human 

settlements, it is unrealistic that the railways 
alone can serve the needs of transport 

3 The per unit (tonne/km) cost of transport is 

cheaper in road compared to rail transport 

4 Given the indivisible nature of the Railways, it 

IS not always convenient for the population to 
avail of It with the same ease as private cars, 
buses or two-wheeleis 

Select the correct answer from the codes given below 
Codes 

(a) 1,2 and 3 (b) 1,2 and 4 

(f) 1,3 and 4 (d) 2,3 and 4 

124 Consider the map of fndi i niven hi low 



The map show s 

(a) an isohyet 

(b) all-India water divide 

(c) a combination of national highways 

(d) a combination of major railway routes 

125 What IS common among Madam Bhikaii Gama, j 
M Barkatulla, VVS Iyer and MN Roy’ ! 

(a) All of them were leading members of the In¬ 
ternational Communist movement 

{b) M Barkatulla was the Prime Minister and the 
rest were ministers in the Provisional 
Government of Free India established by a 
group of revrdutionaries at Kabul 
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(c) All of them were among the prominent 
revolutionaries outside India operating in 
different countries during the Freedom 
Movement 

(d) All of them were accused in the case relat¬ 
ing to the throwing of a bomb on Lord 
Mardinge 

126 The greatest diversity of animal and plant 
speaes ixrcurs in 

(a) temperate deciduous foresN 

(b) tropical moist forests 

(c) heavily polluted rivers 

(d) deserts and savannas 

127 The colour of an opaque object is due to the 
colour it 

(fl) absorbs (b) refracts 

(c) reflects (d) scatters 

128 Which of the following are the purposes for 
which the National Renewal Fund lias been set up'^ 

1 To restructure sick small soile industnes 

2 To help workers likely to be displaced due to 

retrenchment in the process of industrial 
restructuring 

3 To modernize existing industrial units 

4 To help refugees from Bangladesh, Sn Lanka etc 
Choose the correct answer from the codes given 

below 

Cadet,: 

(a) land 2 (b) 1 and 3 

(c) land4 (d) 2and4 

129 Which of the following international events in¬ 
fluenced the aiurse of the national movement m India 
before the advent of Mahatma Gandhi^ 

1 Italian-Abyssinian War, 1898 

2 Boxer Movement in China 

3 Revolutionary Movement m Ireland 

4 Victory of Japan in the Russo-Japanese War 

Choose the correct answer from the codes given 
below 
Codes 

{a) 1,2 and 3 only 
(fc) 1,2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1,2,3 and 4 

130 Phenylketonuria is an example of an inborn 
error of metabolism This error' refers to 

(a) hormonal overproduction 

(b) atrophy of endocrine glands 

(c) inherited lack of an enzyme 

(d) nondisjun ction 

131 If [B] [j |T] 



BdlEl] 
(«) 0 
w [3 


would be 

313 


wsmm 

w [i]@[i] 

132 The letters L, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S and T m their 
order are substituted Iw nine integers 1 to 9 but not in that 
order 4 is assigned to P The difference between P and T is 
5 The difference between N and T is 3 What is the integer 
assigned to 

(a) 7 (b) 5 (c) 4 (d) 6 

133 Examine the following statements 

1 Either A and Bare of the same age or A IS older 

than B 

2 EitherCand D are of the same age or D is older 

thanC 

3 B IS older than C 

Which one of the following conclusions can be drawn 
from the above statemenN’ 

(a) A IS older than B 

(b) B and D are of the same age 

(c) D is older than C (d) A is older than C 

134 Study the graphs given below 


8SE SENSEX 



The hrst graph depicts a hypothetical movement of 
Bombay StocK Exchange Sensitive Index which is an in¬ 
dicator of the average price movement of a representative 
set of stocks The second graph depicts die averaged pru» 
of all automobile manufacturing companies. Which one of 
the foliowmg is a valid inference? 
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(a) The market is unstable because prices are con¬ 
tinuously fluctuating 

(b) Automobile shares are more stable than 
shares tn general 

(c.) There was a major political change in 
June/Juiy 

(d) Automobile shares have been steadily im- 
piovmg in price rather than being affected by 
major market movements 

135. Which one of the following four logical 
diagrams represents correctly the relationship between 
musicians, instrumentalists, violinists’ 



O 


136. Consider the diagram given below: 



Five hundred candidates speared in an examination 
comprising tests in English, Hindi and Mathematics. The 
diagram ^ves the number of candidates who failed in 
different tests. What is the pementage of candidates who 
ffiiled in at least two subjects? 

(«) 7.8 
(h) 0.07B 


(c) 6.8 

(d) 1.0 

137. Sound waves travel at 300 m/s. Sound prod uced 
at a point is heard by a person after 5 seconds while the 
same sound is heard by another person after 6 seconds. 
What could be the maximum and minimum distances 
between the two persons? 

(a) 1.8 km, 0.15 km 

(b) 2.2 km, 0.20 km 

(f) 2.8 km, 0.25 km 

(d) 3 3 km, 03 km 

138. The surface area ofa cube IS 216 sqm What is its 
volume? 

(a) 100cum (b) 216cum 

(c) 480 cu m (d) 512 cu m 

139. If Rs 1000 IS invested at 12% interest and interest 
is compounded half yearly, what will be the total amount 
at the end of one year? 

(fl) 1120.00 

(b) 1123.60 

(c) 1126.20 

(d) 1134.40 

140. Two persons start walking at a steady pace of 3 
km/hour from a road intersection along two roads that 
make an angle of 60** with each other What will be the 
(shortest) distance separating them at the end of 20 
minutes? 

(a) 3 km 

(b) 2 km 

(c) Ukm 

(d) 1 kn 

141. Which one of the following figures will generate 
a cone when rotated about one of its straight edges? 

(a) An equilateral triangle 

(b) A sector of a circle 

(c) A segment of a circle 

(d) A right-angled tnangle 

142. A person at a point D on a straight road AC has 
four options to go to B which lies on a perfiendicular to 
AC through D. 


B 



Which one of the following is the shortest route to D? j 
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(/j) D to A and A to B {b) D to E and E to B 
(c) D to C and C to B (d) D to F and F to B 

14T There are three tables lontnining two diawets 
each It IS knov\ n that ont ot the tables contains a silver 
coin in each of its drawers anothc r table contains a gold 
coin in each dravser w hilt the third table contains a silver 
coin in one draw c r and i gold com in tht other One ot the 
drawers ot a tablt is opened and found to contain a silver 
com What is tht probability that tht othtr drawer of that 
table contains a gold coin^ 

(a) 1 {b) O'? 

(c) 0 2-? 00 0 7'? 

144 Considei the follow mg chart 

Interest Rates 

(in percentage) Real Rate 

[~1 Nominal Rate 



1992 1992 1999 1993 1999 


The chart abo\e shows the movement of nominal 
interest rates and real interest rates (defined as nominal 
interest rate minus inflation) Which one ot the following 
IS the correct interpretation? 

(a) Nominal interest rates decreased at a constant 
rate m the period Feb 1092-Sept 1993 
{b) Inflation has constantly decreased from Feb 
1992-Sept 1999 

(r) Although the nominal rates of interest have 
oinstantlv declined from Feb 1992 - Sept 
1993, the real rates have been steadily increas¬ 
ing throughout the period 
(d) Nominal rate of interest and real rate of inter- 
, est are likely to become equal in 1994 

145 The table below compares aimarel eimorts of 
^ venous countries between the years 19M and 19W 
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Apparel Exports of various countries ($ billion) 


im 

1990 

HonK Konu 

4 98 

1541 

Italy 

4 58 

11 84 

China 

1 63 

9 67 

S Korea 

2 95 

788 

Thailand 

0 27 

333 

India 

0 59 

250 

Indonesia 

010 

165 

Malaysia 

015 

132 

lotal 

15 25 

53 60 


Which one of the following statements is NOT true? 
(Restricting consideration to countries listed in the table 
only) 

(a) Thailand has overtaken India m apparel ex¬ 
port performance between 1980 and 1990 

{b) Total apparel export from rtie countries listed 
has increased (m dollar terms) between 1980 
and 1990, but part of this is likely to bt due to 
global inflation 

(i) India s share of the apparel export maket has 
incrtased 

(d) Maximum improvement in apparel export 
pertoimance has been achieved bv Indonesia 

I4f> C onsider the following figures marked A md B 



A 



B 


The manufacturing cost and projected sales fi»' a 






V.. 


t4 « ^ 








product are shown in figures A and B respectively. What 
is the minimum number of pieces that should be manufac¬ 
tured to avoid a loss? 

(fl) 2000 (b) 2500 (c) 3000 (d) 3500 

147. Ram and Shyam work on a job together for four 
days and complete 60% of it. Ram takes leave then and 
Shyam works for eight more days to complete the job. 
How long would Ram take to complete the entire job 
alone? 

(fl) 6 days (b) 8 days 

(c) 10 days (d) 11 days 

148. The square rtx)t of the cube of this number is the 
cube of its square root It is not 1 and it is less than 6. What 
is it? 

(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 4 (d) 5 

149. In the sequence 462,420,380, X, 306, X stands for: 

(«i) 352 (ft) 342 (c) 332 (d) 322 

150. Ten per cent of twenty plus twenty per cent of 
ten equals: 

(<i) 10 per cent of 20 (ft) 20 per cent of 10 
(c) 1 per cent of 2(K) (d) 2 per cent of 200 


ANSWERS & EXPLANATIONS 



ftj BriimmicaS^I ,^o\ 20, ^%f> 

cS 6. (ft) 

[d) Ancient India by Ram Sharan Sharma, Page-s 23, i)3. 

Readers' Digest Atlas of the W»rld, P. 12. 

c) 11. (ft) 

b) History of Freedom Movement in India, Vol. I, page 76. 
(a) An Advanced History <f India by R.C. Majumdar and 
otl»rs,p. 23. 

i 8 'A u 

Brilannka, 1991, Vol. 22, Languages of the World, p. 590. 
" “ 24. (ft) 25. (ft) 

28. (fl) 

by B. Walker, Vol I, p. 229. 

32. (c) 33. 

36. Ic) 37. 

40. (fl) 41. 

44. (fl) 45. 

48. (fl) 49. (c) 

52. (c) 53. (c) 

56. (ft) 57. 

60. (^ 61. 

64. (fl) 65. 

68. (ft) 69. 

72 (ft) 73. 

by B. Walter Vol. 1, pajre 294-95. 




' SO. 
84. 
88 . 
92. 
96. 
100 . 
104. 
108. 
112 . 
116. 
120 . 

132. 


133. (d) 134. (fl) 135. (fl) 

136. (fl) Ibtal cancudates s 500 

No. of candidates who failed in two suttects 

=12 + 12 + 10 = 34 
No. of candidates who failed in three subjects = 5 
No. of candidates who failed in at least two subjects 

= 34 + 5*39 

39 39 

Reqd percentage = x 100 = — = 7.8 

137. (d) The distance between two peisons will be max if they 

are on the opposite sides of the point D * Sxt 
Max distance = 300 x 5 + 300 x 6 = 3300 m = 3.3 km 
The distance will be mininmm if both are on the same 
side. 

Minimum distance between them 

= 300x 6-300X 5 = 300 m 
= 03km 

138. (ft) S.A. of a cube = 6b^ = 216 sq.m .•./ = 6m 

Voi of a cube = (^ = 6* = 216 cu.m 

139. (ft)P = Rsl000, R = 12% p.a. = 6% half yearly 

T = 1 year = 2 half years 

A = )* = Rs ”23.60 


100 


140. (d) Speed = 3 km/hr=^-^^^ = 50 m/minute 

oU 

Distance covered by each person in 20 mimttes 
= 50«0 = 1000m = 1km 
AB = C = lkm b = lkm a = ? 
a^ = b* + c^ -2bc cos A 

= l* + l^-2xlxlcos60= 2-2xi = l 


141. 

142. 


a = 1 .•. a = 1 km, Di.stance between them = 1 km 


OF 

In rt A BED, ^ = sin 45, 


I Between (fl) & (ft) route (ft) is shorter 
V BE is common and DE < EA + AD 

( V Ina AAED,AD + AE >DE) 
Sly between (< > & (d) route (d) is .shorter 
BDIAC ••• ZABD = 45'’ ( v/BAD = 45°) 
AD=BD = 2km 

DE = 2x^=V2 

SIyBE = V2 DE + BE = 2V2 = 2.828km 
^ = sin30<’=» DF = 2xj = lkm 
V3 , 

BF = BDcas.30“ =2 xy = V3 

BF + DF = V3+1 = 1.732 + 1 

= 2.732 Route (D) is shortest 
143. (ft) 144. (ft) 145. (ft) 146. (fl) 

147. (c) Work done by Ram and Shyam in 4 days 

= 60%=! 

3 2 

Ranainingwork = l-g = 5 
Wark done by Ram and Shyam tn one day 

i. 

“ 4''5“20 
12 1 

Shyam's tme day's work »e * nn 
o 5 20 

Ram'soneday'swork=|^i =^ = ^ 

Ram alone will complete the entire job in 10 days. 

148. (c) 149. (ft) 

150. (d)10%of20 + 20%ofl0=-~x20+:^xl0 = 4 

lUU lUU 

2%of200=-~ x200 = 4 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 

1 . 1 - 8 . Which would be the next number in the series I ¥) ZYWT (c) RQOL 


of numbers given below: 
1. 17; 25; W; 23; 21;.. 


(fl) 24 (b) 21 

(c) 31 

2. 3; 4; 8,17; 33;... 

(c) 27 

(d) 29 

(a) 47 (b) 49 

(e) 63 

3 7; 8; 9; 13; 21; 30;.. 

(c) 54 

00 58 

(a) 62 (b) 51 

(e) 59 

4. 22; 25; 31; 40; 52;... 

(c) 54 

(d) 57 

{a) 71 (b) 69 

{.-) 63 

5. 13; 31; 47,74; 51;... 

(r) 67 

(d) 65 

(a) 15 (b) 91 

(e) 83 

6. 7,4; 11,15; 26; .. 

(f) 63 

(d) 25 

(a) 37 (b) 39 

(r) 38 

7. 5; 15; 3; 21; 7; 56;... 

(r) 41 

(d) 43 

(tf) 23 (b) 29 

W K 

8. 1; 2; 4; 3; 9,4; 16;... 

(c) 14 

(d) 6 

(«) H (b) 21 

(c) 36 

(d) 25 


(e) 5 

Q. 9 & 10. Find out the missing numben 

9. 15 7 8 


4 16 10 

11 ? 12 


(«) ‘J (b) 5 

(c) 2 

(r) 6 

(d) 7 

10. ? 5 6 



3 13 4 

8 2 10 



(a) 9 (b) 7 

(r) 12 

(c) 1 

(d) 11 

Q. 11-15. Find the odd-man out: 


11. (a) JM*^ 

(b) EK” 

(c) SD^’ 

(d) cl” 

(e) NC” 


12. (rt) GFJ 

(b) VUY 

(c) QPR 

(d) LKO 

(e) SRV 


13. («) TSQN 

(b) MLJG 

(c) KJHD 


14. (a) EGFD (b) TQSR (c)^LNMK 

(d) WYXV (e) HJIG 


15. (a) T6N 

(b) J9A 

(f) P3M 

(d) R5N 

(c) Y21D 


Find out the right letter and number for the boxes 

with question-marks: 



16. D F 

J M 

Q ? 

6 4 

13 ’ 

20 17 

(a) 9;S 

(b) 11 ;T 

(c) 10 ;T 

(d) 9;R 

(c) 10 ;R 


17. B ? 

E 5 

L 2 

17 C 

8 H 

3 ? 

W 11 ;P 

(b) 10 ;P 

(c) 12 ;Q 

(d) 11 ;Q ( 

f) 9;R 


Q. 18-20: In the following questions, four sets are 
related to each other in a similar way. Find the odd one 

out: 



18. (r?) 4: 17 

(b) 5:21 

(c) 7:50 

(d) 10. 101 

(e) 1:2 


19. (a) 10:4 

(b) 36:17 

(f) 90:44 

(d) 4:1 

(«?) 12:4 


20. (a) 7:23 

(b) 6:21 

(c) 1:5 


(d)5:17 (c) 9:29 

Q. 21-25. Four out of five words in each question are 
related to the letters in the lead word in a similar Way 
while one is different. You have to find out this odd- 
man: 

21. STRANGER 

(fl) REST (b) RANGE (r) ANGER 

(rf) STAR (e) RAGE 

22. DIRECTION 

(a) TIRED (b) CRITIC (c) DIRECT 

(d) TREND (e) COIN 

23. EXPENSIVE 

(a) TENSE (b) SNEEZE (c) EXPRESS 

(d) EXPOSE (e) SNAP * 

24. IMAGINATION 

(fl) IGNITION (b) IMAGE (c) NOTION 

(d) ONION (e) MAGNET 

25. INSURANCE 

(fl) SINCE (b) SINNER (c) RACER 

(d) INSURE (e) RAINS 
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Q. 26-28. are based on the figure given below: 




rzi 

L 

r 

z 

X 


J 

n 





26. How many squares does the figure contain? 

(a) 5 (b) 8 (c) 11 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

27. Count the number of triangles in the figure: 

(a) 24 (b) 20 (c) 22 (d) 26 

(c) None of these 

28. How many straight lines are required to draw the 
figure? 

(a) 24 (b) 23 (c) 22 (d) 21 

(e) None of these 

Q. 29-32. are based on marks obtained by Mohan in 
quarterly and half-yearly exams. 


Quar. H.Yr. 


Subjects Max. M. 

100 

100 

English 

72 

68 

Hindi 

67 

69 

Maths 

79 

75 

Soc. Sc. 

68 

71 

Gen. Sc. 

81 

76 

Sanskrit 

92 

62 


29. What is the difference in the percentage of two 
exams? (Approximately) 

(a) 7.2 (b) 6.9 (c) 7.1 (d) 5.9 (e) 6.3 

30. If marks of Sanskrit are not added in the ag¬ 
gregate, what is the difference in the total marks of the 
two exams? 

(n) 12 (b) 18 (c) 8 (d) 28 (c) 13 

31. If the marks of the two exams are added, in which 
subject has he scored the highest marks? 

(a) Maths (b) Sanskrit 

(c) Soc.Sc. (d) a Sc. 

(e) English 

32. For Annual, the max. marks for each subject are 
200. How many marks should he score in final to get 80% 
if the percentage is amnted by adding marks of Quarterly, 
H. yearly and Annual Exam? 

(a) 1040 (b) 1120 (c) 1080 

(d) 1110 (e) 1050 

Find the odd-man out: 

33. (a) sitar (b) veena (c) guitar 

(d) violin (e) flute 

34. (a) pen (b) axe (c) nail 


(d) brush "t-'Ter 

35. (a) lotus 

' flWigold 

(d)' tulips 

(e) jasmin 

36. (a) whale 

(b) elephant (c) cat 

(d) python 

(c) cow 

37. («) forest 

(b) river (c) lake 

(d) fountain 

(e) sea 

38. (a) walk 

(b) run (c) feet 

(d) stop 

(e) relax 

39. (a) diamond 

(b) gold (c) topaz 

(d) saphire 

(c) ruby 

40. (a) cake 

(b) chocolate (c) banana 

(d) ice-cream 

(c) lemon 

Tick mark the choice for the second set on the basis 

of similar relationship: 


41. China: Korea:: 

Pakistan: ? 

(a) Iran 

(b) Jordan 

(c) Bangladesh 

(d) Afghanistan 

(e) America 


42. East: West:: South-East: ? 

(a) North-East 

(b) South-West 

(c) South-East 

(d) North 

(e) North-West 


43. bus: car:: cap; 

? 

(a) hat 

(b) head (c) sun 

(d) cloth 

(c) respect 

44. cup: tea :: ?: money 

(n) bank I 

[b) earning (c) spend 

(d) purse (e) pocket 

45. Snake: reptile: 

: gold: ? 

(a) ornament 

(b) mineral (c) metal 

(d) carat 

(e) silver 

46. cousin : uncle :: 

prince: ? 

(it) queen 

(b) throne (c) king 

(d) heir 

(c) empire 

47. inch: foot:: dram: ? 

(a) ounce 

(b) kilogram (c) ton 

(d) metre 

(e) gallon 

48. Engagement: marriage:; school: ? 

(a) education 

(b) children (c) college 

(d) teachers 

(e) job 


Choose tlie group of words that shows the same 
relationship as given at the top of every set; the order 
may be different: 


49. Delhi: Chandni Chowk: India Gate 

(a) Calcutta: Bengal: Patna 

(b) Bombay: Gateway of India: Red Fort 

(c) book: chapters: words 
(4) juice: pips: orange 
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50. ghazal: poetry: music 

(a) sugar: water: syrup 

(b) shirt: trousers • coat 

(c) god: blessing; worship 

(d) foot: socks: shoe 

51. train • passenger compartment 

(a) iron; horseshoe • magnet 

(b) |ail. cell. prisoner 

(c) bus driver. petrol 

(d) bed • quilt: sheet 

52. air • breeze • wind 

(a) sleep : snore: dream 

(b) walk. run • jump 

(c) sinner: thiet • robber 

(d) glow . shine; dazzle 

Q. 53-56. rick- mark the right set of letters that can 
be inserted into blanks for the seres given below: 

53. b-acbbcac-bca-bbcac-b 

(»> cbb'c (b) baba (c) cbcb 

(d) cbac 

54. -babca-abcabab-ab-bc 

(fl) abca (b) cbaa (r) acba 

(d) bcba 

55. bba-cbb-ccb-accbba-c 

(a) caba (b) ccaa (r) acba 

(d) cabc 

56. a-cba-bcbaabc-aabc-a 

(a) cacc (b) acbc (c) babb 

(d) bcbc 

Q. 57-60. In the given diagram the triangle repre¬ 
sents the students who have joined music closes, the 
square represents those who are attending drawing clas¬ 
ses, the rectangle is for printing classes and the circle for 
dance-classes, the set of students who are joining these 
hobby classes can attend as many classes as they want. 
Now answer the following questions: 


(r) acba 


(f) acba 


(f) babb 







Ng/^hich number represents the students who have 
music, drawing and pi^ng? 

(fl) 7 (c) 9 (d) 4 

(e) None of these 


58. NumJjefSrepresents the set who have: 

^^'^ance and drawing (b) music St dance 


have draw- 


^^'^ance and drawing (b) music St dance 

(c) music St drawing 

(d) pnntmg and dance 

None of these ^ 

,^5l^Which number represents the set wUo have draw¬ 
ing and printing? / 

(fl) 7 (h) 8 (c) 13 

(e) None of these 

60 Which number represenN the set with all the four 
hobbies? 

(<i) 11 (b) 8 (c) 13 (d) 7 

(e) None of these 

For questions 61 to 66, each item is represented by a 
circle, irrespective of its size. On the basis of relation¬ 
ship among the items, choose the right set of figures 
which represents it: 

61 chair furmtun*. table 

62. chair. wixid table 

63 chan st(X>l: table 

64 glass: mirror • bottle 

65 bottle ’ liquid ; glass 

66 calendar time ■ dates 


GXD © @ 

®o do® 

D E r 

@0 °o° ■ 


Find the odd-man out: 


•’ A ^ 
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^ 



^ r-y , /zzza 






nun 


o o c> o 


□ AO 

□ O 

VO O O V AO 





uaua 


OQO C> O 


A V 

o o □ 
□ 


AO O 




^ ^ A^ ^ 

{s> «V « « 

A V 




ip 


^A 

9fc 

Aw 

vw 

A« 

W 

A 

A 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. {b) There are two series, 17,19,21... aiKl 25; 23; 21... 

2. (<0 Co on adding ll-2^-3^; 4^...to numbers respectively. 

3. (W) Add 1^; 1^ 2^ 2^ 3*; 3’... to numbers. 

4. (c) Add 3; 6; 9; 12... to numbers. 

5. (a) Make sets of two and reverse the digits of the number. 

6. (c) Each number is tlie total of its two preceding numbers. 

7. (e) Ea«* alternate number is the product of numbeis on its 

left and right. 

8. (e) Therearetwo.series, 1*;2^3^...and2,3,4,5... 

9. Id) The total of each line and cokunn is 30. 

10. (a) Here the total of lines and columns is 20. 

11. (e) The number of lettere in the alphabetical order are added 

together. 

12. (c) 13. (c) 14. (b) 

15. {d) Subtract the number of .second letter fnmn the ftrst. 

16. (c) Letters and numbers match acn)S.s their comers. 

17. (c) Letters go zig-/araingdn)pping one extra and their num¬ 

bers are arrangedfrom oppraite comer. 

18. (b) AUtheothenarexix^-i-l 

19. (e) Thenumbersarex:^-! 

20. (b) The relationship isx:xX3+ 2 

21. (a) The ordn* of letters used for forming die word should not 

chan^ 

22 (ft) In others, letters are from die lead word, this one has an 
extra C. They have been picked up as such. 

23. (c) Odiers have one outsider, this one has two (R & S). 

24. (a) Oheis have one outsider^ this one has none. 

25. (c) JustUke22. 

26. (<0 27. (a) 2& (c) 29. (e) 


(c) 31. (d) .32. (a) 

(c) All the others are .string iastnunents. 

(c) All the otliers are instrumental in doing things. 

(n) This is the only water flower in the lot. 

(d) This Is the only one that i.s not a mammal. 

(a) All the others contain water. 

(c) All the others are veib.s. 

(b) All die odiets are precious stones. 

(<■) All the others are sweet. 

(d) They are nrigldxjurs. 

(c) Tliey are opposite comers. 

(a) Both belong to the .same category. 

(rf) One contains the otlwr. 

(c) One Is a member of the other .sub-gniup. 

(c) The relationship is that of father and son. 

(a) One Ls a definite .small unit of the other. 

(f) One follows the other. 

(d) 50. (a) (Mixture) 51. (b) 

(d) (Synonyms) 53. (c) 54. (a) 

(d) 56. (c) 57. (b) 58. (a) 

(d) 60. (d) 61. C 62. A ■ 

H 64. A 65. A 66. D 

D In all the others, one of the figures ha.s an extra line. 

D In all die others one of the figures has all straight lines 
while die other is a circle. 

D The sides should have one ftgure of curves and two made 
with straiglit lines or vke versa. 

B 71. A 72. D 73. C 

C 75.A 


54. (a) 
58. (a) 
62. A 
66. D 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


If first half of the following alphabet is written in 
reverse order and is placed after the second half: 

ABCDEFCHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

1 Which letter would be exactly in the middle of 
twelfth letter from left and eleventh letter from the right 
end'^ 

(<i) J (b) M (f) Q 

(d) R (e) S 

2 Which letter is sixth to the right of seventeenth 
letter from the left end? 

(fl) Y (b) K (0 X 

(li) D (e) None of these 

Renu started cycling from point P and went 5 km 
North, then she turned left and after cycling for 5 km 
reached point Q. From there she again turned left and 
after covering 8 km reached point R. Then she turned 
right and went 2 km and arrived at point S. Finally she 
again turned right and after cycling for 3 km reached her 
destination, T. 

3 How far is her destination T from the starting 
point P as the cniw flies and in which direction? 

(a) 7 km West (b) 5 km East 
(() 2 km South (d) 8 km West 

(c) None of these 

4 In which diiection is T from R’ 

(ii) South-East (fj) North-West 

(f) North-East (d) West (e) None of these 

In questions 5 and 6, four are alike in a certain way 
while one is differenk Find out the one that does not 
belong to the group. 


5 (a) BF 

(b) JN 

(c) EJ 

(d) UY 

(e) QU 


6 (a) HS 

(b) JQ 

(c) MN 

(d) by 

(c) FV 



7 li flowers are called yellow, yellow is called tree; 
tree is called blue; blue is called bud and buds are called 
black, what is the colour of the flower 'mangold'? 

(rt) yellow (b) tree (r) blue 

(a) bud (r) black 

H In a certain code, PAINTER is written as 
NCCPRCP then REASON would be written as: 

(fl) PCYQMN (b) PCYQMN (c) PGYUMP 

(d) PGYUPM (e) None of these 

y If in a certain code SOCIAL is TQFMFR then 
DIMPLE would be: 

{a) EKPTQK (b) EKPQPJ (c) EKPSPJ 

(d) EKPSOH (e) None of these 


to. If CARPET IS coded as TCEAPR then the code for 
NATIONAL would be: * 

(a) NLATNOIA (b) LANOITAN 

(c) LNAANTOI (d) LNOINTAA 

(e) None of these 

Q. 11-13. In a certain code language: 

I. 'pab bab rab' means 'rose is red'. 

II. 'rab tab sab' means 'sky is blue'. 

Ill 'bab yab gab' means 'red thick blood' 

IV. 'gab rab yab' means 'blcxxi is thick'. 

11. What IS the code for red? 

(rt) pab (b) bab (c) yab 

(d) rab (c) None of these 

12. What does the code word 'rab' mean'^ 

(a) rose (I?) is (t) sky 

(d) blue (e) None of these 

13. What would be the code for 'blue bloixl'? 

(a) tab gab {b) sab gab (c) tab yab 

(d) sab yab (e) One frf these 

14. If It IS possible to make a meaningful word with 
the first, second, eighth and eleventh letters of the word 
EXCLAfdATION, what would be the third letter of that 
word? 

(a) E (b) X (c) T 

(d) N (e) No word can be formed 

ISf^f all the letters m the word EXCLAMATION were 
arranged alphabetically, which would be the seventh letter 
from the beginning’ *-*^1 

(a) L (b) N (c) O 

(d) M (c) None of these 

16 How many four-letter words can be formed with 
the first, third, fifth and sixth letters of the word 'REPEAT'? 
(a) one (b) two (c) three 

(d) four (c) None 

Questions 17 to 20 are based on the series of numben 
given below: 

659189759798459689159487359759 

17. How many 5s are followed by 9 but not preceded 
by 7’ 

(fl) 1 (b) 2 ^ (c) 3 

(d) 4 (e) None of these 

18. Make sets of three numbers each (e^. 
659/189/759/...) and mark them 1,2,3,4.... tiU 10. If the 
three digits of each set were added together which set 
would have the highest score? 

(a) first (b) third (c) fourth 
(<0 sixth (a) None of these 
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19 Which number has the highest frequency’ 

(a) 7 (b) 8 (c) 5 

(d) 9 (e) None of these 

20 Which number has the least frequency’ 

(a) 3 (b) 1 (c) 4 

(li) 6 (e) Niwe of these 

Suresh is taller than Tony who is shorter than Ravi 
but taller than Umesh Ved is taller than Ravi but shorter 
than Suresh 

21 Who IS the tallest’ 

(a) Suresh (b) Tony (c) Ravi 

(if) Umesh (t) Vtd 

22 If the five boys stood in a line according to their 
height and one started counting from the tallest who 
would be the fourth persi>n’ 



(fl) Suresh 

(b) 

Tonv («■) 

Ravi 


(rf) Umesh 

(c) 

Ved 


23 

Wlio IS thfc shot lest’ 



(a) Suresh 

(b) 

Tonv (() 

Ravi 


(rf) Umesh 


Ved 


If-t 

means x, - means +, 

,x nuans and - means 

24 

6 -y.» 8x3-20- 

7 



(rt) -2 

(b) 

6 (r) 

10 


(d) 12 

(0 

None of these 


23 

3x2+4 2*9 





(a) -1 

(b) 

1 (c) 

-2 


(rf) 3 

(<) 

None ol these 


26 

9-Sh4 3x2 





(«) 2| 

(b) 

-^2 



(rf) 8i 

(0 

None of tliese 


27 

5x4 —6--3 +1 

= 7 

<0 



(«) 

(b) 

'I 


M 2^ 

(0 

None of these 



According to a code 
A X B means that A is the mother of B 
A + B means A is the brother of B 
A - B means A is the father ot B 
A + B means A i-* the husband of B 

28 Which of the following establishes that S is T's 
nephew’ 

(fl)J-S + T (&) j-T + S 

(c) TxJ-S (d) T + j-S 
(e) None of these 

29 Which of the following establishes that J is Ss 
father’ 

(a) J + AxS (b) AxS+J (r) S-J + T 

(d) S+A-J (e) Noneofttiese 


30 Which of the relationship is established from ques¬ 
tions 28 and 29’ 

(a) J + AxS + T (6) T + Jh-AxS 

(c) A-J-S + T (rf)j+T-S-A 

(e) None of these 

Qs 11 18 In each quc^tton i(ivenbeloa'at etw‘Statements 
jollmvtdbyfout comlu^ims numbered I, //, lllandlV You luwe 
to take tiu two ifivcn ‘statements to be true eiten if they 'seem to be 
at vanamefiom lommonly knmon facts Read all the conclusions 
and then decide whn h of the givai conclusions logically follows 
ftom the two givm statements, disregarding commonly known 
facts 

Statumnts 

31 1 All tables are chairs 
2 All chans are bricks 

Conclusions 

1 All bricks are tables 

II All tables are bricks 

III Some chairs ait not tables 

IV Some bricks ai e tables 
(ii) Only 1 and III follow 

(b) Only II tollovs s 

(c) Only I and II follow 

(d) Only IV follows 

(c) Only 11 and IV follow 

(a) □ (b) J (c) □ (rf) J (0 J 

S/aftwenfs 

32 1 AH kings are jacks 

2 Some jacks are queens 

Com tusioiu, 

I Some kings are queens 
If No king IS a queen 

III All kings ate queens 

IV Some qutt ns ai e not jacks 

(a) Both I and II follow 

(b) Only either I or II follow s 

(c) Either III or IV follows 

(d) Only III follows 

(e) None of these 

(a) □ (b) U (f) □ (d) □ (e) U 

Statements 

33 1 Some birds are cats 
2 No rat IS a d<^ 

Conclusions 

I Some birds are dogs 

II No dog IS a bird 

III No dog IS a cat 

IV Some cats are not birds 
(a) Only I and 11 follow 

(ft) Only in follows 
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(c) Only IV follows. 

(<0 Either 1 or IV follows. 

(e) None of these 

(a) □ (fc) □ (c) □ {d) □ («•) □ 

Statements: 

34. 1. No diamond is a pearl. 

2. All pearls are stones. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some stont*s are not pearls. 

II. All stones are pearls. 

III. Some diamonds are stones. 

IV. All sl«)nes are diamonds. 

(fl) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(f) Only III foll«»w.s. 

(tf) Only IV follows. 

(f) None of these 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (i-) U 

Statements: 

35. 1. No drink is sweet. 

2. No cake is sweet. 

Conclusions: 

1. All drinks are cakes. 

II. Some drinks are cakes. 

III. All the things other than drinks and cakes 
are sweet. 

IV. Some drinks are not cakes. 

(rt) Only I follows. 

(b) Either II or III follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(р) None of these 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) □ 

Statments: 

36. 1. Some letters are words. 

2. All words are phrases. 

Conclusions: 

I. Some letters are phrases. 

II. Some phrases are not letters. 

III. Some phrases are words. 

IV. Some words are not letters. 

(a) Only III follows. 

(b) Only II and IV follows. 

(с) Only I and III follows. 

(d) All the above follows. 

(c) None of these 

(a) □ ib) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 


Statements: 

37. 1. StMTie trees are poles. ' 

2. Some poles are flags. 

Conclusions: 

1. All flags are poles. 

II. No tree is a flag. 

III. Some trees are flags. • 

IV. All poles are flags. 

(rt) Only either 11 or III follows 

(b) Only IV follows. 

(c) Either I or III follows. 

(d) Either III or IV follows. 

(р) None of these 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statements: 

• 38. 1. All buildings are monuments. 

2. No monument is white. 

Conclusions: 

I. All things other than monuments are while. 

II. No building is white. 

III. Some buildings are white. 

IV. Some monuments are not buildi ngs. 

(rt) Only 1 folltjws. 

{b) Either II or III follows. 

(с) Only HI follows. 

{if) Only 11 follows. 

(р) None of these 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Q. 39 to 46. In each question belojo is given a statement 
follmoed by three assumptions numbered I, II and III. An as¬ 
sumption is something supposed or taken far granted. You have 
to consider the statement and the assumptions and decide which 
of the assumptions is implicit in the statement. Then decitfa 
which of the answers is correct. 

Statement: 

39. "I want to propose to Rita but I don't think her 
parents would approve of me", Keshav tells Sudhir. 

Assumptions: 

I. Rita would not object to Keshav's proposal. 

II. Rita's parents are not prepared to accept 
Keshav as their son-in-law. 

III. Sudhir would somehow solve Keshav's prob¬ 
lem. 

(a) Only II is implicit 
{b) II and III are implicit 

(с) Only I and II are implicit. 

(d) Ail are implicit 

(p) None ctf these 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

40. "You better show your uncle to some other 
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doctor", Meena tells Mahendra. 

Assumptions: 

I. The present doctor has not been able to diag¬ 
nose the disease of Mahendra's uncle proper¬ 
ly- 

II. There is not much improvement in 
Mahendra's uncle's condition. 

ni. Meena is very much attached to Mahendra's 
uncle. 

(a) Only I and 11 are implicit 
(h) Only II is implicit 

(f) Only 1 IS implicit 
(rf) Only If and ID are implicit 
(r) Only either I or 11 is implicit 
(a) □ (b) □ (f) U (»/) □ (e) □ 

Stalanent: 

41. "lam going to wear my best dress for my friend's 
wedding", Tina tells another friend. 

I. Tina would be invited to her friend's wed¬ 
ding. 

II. Tina has more than one dres.ses. 

III. Tina wants to look her best in her fnend's 
wedding. 

(ff) Only I and III are implicit 
(//) All are implicit 

(c) Only 111 IS impliat 

(d) Only I is implicit 

(e) None of these 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ 00 □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

42. Mrs Sharma is thinking of trying a new washing 
powder that is much advertised on TV. 

Assumptions: 

I. Mrs Sharma is not perfectly satisfied with the 
washing powders she has been using, 
n. Advertisements on T.V. help in increasing 
sale. 

HI. The new washing powder is definitely 
going to be much better than the powders 
Mrs. Sharma has been using. 

(<i) Only I and 11 are implicit 

(b) Only III is implicit 

(c) Only I and III are implicit 

(d) Only n and Ill are implicit 

(e) None of these 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) a (d) □ (e) a 

Statement: 

43. The match between team A and B would be 
played again the next day. 


Assumptions: 

I. The match ended in a draw. 

II. The weather conditions forced the authorities 
to stop the match in the middle. 

ni. Some VIP expired so the match had to be 
stopped in the middle. 

(a) Only 1 and II are implicit 
{b) Only II and ill are implicit 

(c) Either I or 11 is implicit 

(d) Any one of the three is implicit 
(c) None of these 

(a) □ (fc) vJ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

44. Company X is offering a further discount of 12% 
on their products in their retail showrooms. 

Assumptions: 

I. A discount sale is already in progress in the 
Company's retail show rcvims. 

II. There are t<x> many rival products in the 
market 

III. After this 12% discount, all the old stock 
would be cleared. 

(fl) All the three are Implicit. 

(b) Only I IS implicit 

(c) Only I and II are implicit 

(d) Only II and Ill are implicit 
(el None of these 

(<r) □ (&) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

Statement 

45. It is advised to insert a piece of cloth between the 
teeth of an epilepsy patient when he has a fit 

Assumptions: 

I . If the cloth is inserted the patient would be 
forced to breath through nose. 

II. The cloth would absorb extra saliva. 

in. Epilepsy patients often grind teeth or press 
them so hard that they hurt themselves. 

(tf) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only 11 is implicit 

(c) Only DI is implidt 

(d) All are implicit 

(e) None of these 

(a) U (Ii) iJ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

Statement: 

46. "You can't amtrol the length of your life but you 
can make it worth living", a saint advises. 

Assumptions: 

1. It is not in our hands to postpone death. 

U. The saint is perfeedy satisfied with his life, 
in. It is in our hands to make our life worth living. 
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(a) All the three are implicit. 

(b) Only 1( is implicit. 

(c) Only I and FI are implicit. 

(d) Only i and III are implicit. 

(c) None of the.se 

(a) □ (b) U (r) □ (<0 □ (f) □ 

Qs. 47-54. In each ifuesh'mt below is jiiven a stalcment 
followed b\j three courses of action numbered I, U and 111. A 
course of action is a step or administrative decision to be taken for 
improvement, follmv-tip or further action in regard to the prob¬ 
lem, \mlicy, etc on the basis of the information gwen in the 
statement. You have to assume everything in the statement to be 
true, then decide which of the three suggested courses of action 
logically follou’s Jbr pursuing. 

StatenKnt: 

47. The Indian Air Force lost Rs 1(K) crore in terms of 
machine loss as well as many t>f its fine pilots and otlier 
persons due to collision with winged creatures. 

Courses of Action: 

I. They should go for cheaper air-craft. 

II. They should get the planes insured. 

III. They should make special watch towers to 
study the movement of birds. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only III follows. 

(c) Only 1 and 11 follow. 

(d) Only II and III follow. 

(e) None of these 

(rt) □ (b) □ (f) □ (rf) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

48. According to a report from bird sanctuaries, the 
number of migratory birds is constantly on the decline and 
some species are almost on the verge of extinction. 

Courses of Action: 

I. A radical improvement should be made in the 
dwelling areas of birds. 

U. A World-Wide appeal should be made to save 
the birds. 

III. Bird lovers and watchers should try to find 
out the reason of decline in the number of 
migratory birds. 

(fl) Only I and II follow. 

(b) All I, II & III follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. 

(d) Only II and HI follow. 

(e) None of these 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

49. The Heads of some banks involved in a swindle 
requested the Police Department to keep the names of the 
Banks secret as, "Our reputation would suffer and people 
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would lose confidence in us." 

Courses of Action: 

I. The Police should hush up the matter. 

II. A11 these banks should be closed. 

III. The Police should send the Heads to some 
unknown place. 

(fl) All the three follow. 

(р) Only I follows. 

(с) Only III follows. 

(d) Only II ftillows. 

(c) None of these 

(rt) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

5(). The American scientists have sent a warning of 
devastating earthquakes in north India in the near future. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Arrangements should bg made to shift ail 
north Indians to southern parts of the country. 

II. A network of labs should be made to work 
round the cIcKk to study and records tremours 
of land. 

HI. Citizens should be given special training 
about safety measures they are to take during 
an earthquake to save themselves as well as 
their belongings. 

(a) Only 1 and II follow. 

(h) Only HI follows. 

(c) Only II and III follow. 

(d) Only I and II follow. 

(e) None of these 

(rt) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

51. With the tremendous growth of new ideas ih 
Mathematics, a dynamic approach has become essential 
for Indian mathematicians to meet the new dimensions 
and global challenges. 

Courses of Action: 

I. Special seminars and workshops in Mathe¬ 
matics should be arranged to verse the Math- 
ematidans in latest achievements. 

II. Our mathematidans should be sent to other 
countries to be in touch with the latest 
developments. 

HI. India has a rich heritage regarding mathe¬ 
matics so we should not wcarry much about 
the achievements of other countries in the sub¬ 
ject 

(rt) Only I and HI follow. 

(b) Only II and III follow. 

(c) Only I and H follow. 

(d) Only II follows. 



ff, 


(e) None of these 

(«) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

Statement; 

52. Most of the alert dtizens feel that their State Govt 
has failed to maintain law and order during its tenure. 

Courses of Action: 

I. They should ask the Central Government to 
intervene and find scmie solution. 

II. They should ask the Governor to declare 
emergency in the State. 

III. They should form a citizens' squad to main¬ 
tain law and order and teach the State Govt, a 
lesson. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) All the three follow. 

(e) None of these 

{a) □ (b) □ (f) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

5.1. The authorities have noticed si>me illegal con¬ 
struction which is in exa.*ss of the permissible construction 
area limit. 

Courses of Action: 

I. All such constructions should be demolished. 

II. Penalty should be imposed on all such con¬ 
structions. 

III. Tlie rules regarding permiasible construction 
area limit should be relaxed. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only U follows. 

(c> Only ni follows. 

(d) Either 1 or 11 follows. 

(e) None of these 

(a) y (b) □ (c) a (d) a (e) U 

Statement: 

54. The growing popularity of small screen is a great 
threat to the cinema industry. 

Courses of Action: 

L The cinema people should boycott all 
programmes related to small screen. 

II. They should make an appeal to the public to 
see ntote and more movies, 
m. They should not allow Elms to be shown on 
small screen. 

(a) Onlylandllfdlow. 

(b) Only 0 and HI follow. 

(c) Only I and III follow. 

(d) AU the Huee follow. 

(e) None of these 


(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ Q^c) □... 'V 

Qs. 55 to 62. Behm is given a passage fottowed by several •' 
possible inferences which can be drawn from the facts stated in f 
the passage. You haw to examine each inference separately in the 
context of the passage and decide upon its degree of truth or 
falsity. Mark answer: 

(«) if the inference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true. 

(c) if data is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

Gross misuse of power, betrayal of public trust and of- 
course the perpetuation of injustice, besides the equally 
common mismanagement of affairs, seems to have beaime 
common in the country. Some of the wrong decisions and 
misguided policies by the Government, and persistent 
refusal to retrace them despite the efforts by enlightened 
pcfople, are also a part of the current set-up in various parts 
of the country. Blather dishonesty and greed have gone 
deeper into our scnils. This explains the recurrence of 
eomomic and jsolitical scandals of varying magnitude. The 
frustration among the general public is virtually endless. 
Perhaps the strangest aspect of the state of affairs is the 
return to power of the same set of inefficient and dis¬ 
credited set of leaders again and again. 

55. Alert citizens constantly warn the Government 
about its wrong decisions and policies. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) U 

56. After every election, an absolutely new team 
comes to power. 

(a) □ (b) y (c) □ (d) y (f) □ 

57. The jxilitical scandals that came to light in this 
year have put all the old scandals in shadow. 

(a) y (b) □ (c) y (d) □ (e) □ 

58. The common public is becoming more and more 
greedy. 

(a) □ (b) y (c) □ (d) □ (e) y 

59. All government decisions are wrong. 

( 0 ) a (b) y (c) y (d) □ (<>) □ 

6U. General public is not at ail being affected by such 
a state of affairs. 

(a) y (b) y (c) y (d) □ (e) □ 

61. We were not greedy and dishonest prior to these 
conditions. 

(a) y (b) □ (c) y (d) □ (e) □ 

62. Corruption generally flows from top to bottom. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Qs. 63-70. Read the Mormation given below car^lly and 
answer the questions that follow: 

(i) Six members of an orchestra, Proz, Harish, 
Jogendra, Sarito, Tanvir and \^na play sitar, 
tabla, harmonium, jaltarang, flute and violin 
but not in the same order. 

(u) Harish and Sarita do not play violin or flute. 
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(m) While facing the audience, they stand in a line 
on the i>tage 

(n*) Panvir stands to the right of S,uita 
(v) Firoz and J(^endra do not play tabla or sitar 
(pi) Person on the extreme right does not plav sitar 
or jaltarang 

(Pii) Veena and lanvir do not play hat monium or 
flute 

(pin) F iroz stands betw(•^ n logendra and Santa 

(n) Peison near jogindra plays a string iiistiu- 
ment 

(\> Veena is U) the left of Hai ish 
(u) Tanvii does not play any string instiument 
(xii) Harish dins not stand near jogendta 
(nil) First letter ot the names ot the members ot 
t>rchestra and the instruments they pla\ is not 
common 

fil Who plays jaltatang’ 

(a) Harish (t) Veena (c) Sariti 
((/) Tanyir (c) None of these 
b4 Which instrument does Jc^endra play ^ 

(a) hatmomum [h) yiolin (t) flute 
(d) )altarang ft) None of these 
6 *> What does Veena play ’ 

(n) violin (b) tabla (f) |<iltarang 

(d) silai (e) None of these 

6ft Who plays tabla'^ 

(n) Harish (/') Veena (t) Jogendra 

(if) Santa (e) None of these 

67 Which ty\ o members are on extreme ends’ 

(a) Harish and Jogendra (h) Veena and Jogendra 
(t) Santa and Harish (d) Tanv ir and Veena 
(i) None of these 

68 Who IS to the right ot Tanv ir’ 

(a) Harish (b) S<iiila (c) Fiioz 

(d) Jogendra (i) None of these 

6^ Vt*ena is between 

(a) Santa and Tiinvir (b) Tanvii and Haiish 
(c) Harish and Firoz (d) Firozand Jogendia 

(e) None of these 

70 Which ot the tollowing two do not stand near each 
other’ 

(a) Veena and 1 iarish 

(b) Firuz and Jogendia 

(c) Firoz and Veena 

(d) Santa and Fimz 
(V) None cif these 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


2 (d) (NOPQRSTU VWXYZMLKJfHGFED 

CBA) 

3 (a) 4 (b) 


S (f) The letteis ha\ e gap of three 
b (e) The letters have same position in alphabet from A 
and / * 

7 (0 

8 (<) Letters 1,3 S and 2,4 6 ha\ e gap of one letter as a 

cc'de but the former one has it before the letter and 
the latter one afterwards 

4 (a) For codes gap increiises by one —t if S is I, O is Q 

10 (f) The lellirs of the word are arranged in a definite 
way 


11 

(b) 

12 

(fc) 

13 

W 

14 

(b) NEXT 

15 

(d) 







16 

(i) PART,!RAP, RAPr 





17 

(*0 

18 

(c) 

19 

W) 

20 

(") 

21 

(«) 

22 

(b) 

23 

(d) 

24 

(0 

25 

{«) 

26 

(l>) 

27 

(b) 

28 

(d) 

29 

oo 

30 

(b) 






Tilt best way to anstiKi the next ‘.it of queiUon’- is by 
diamng duijftanis of all tiu yo^^ible situations and then teaching 
a fool jiroof tonclusion 

Examples 

31 (i) 



32 (b) 


Q W) J « 


{©0 (®) ©«) 


33 m 


00 © @0 0 ^ 


34 

(e) 

35 

(0 

36 

(<) 

38 

(d) 

39 

(c) 

40 

ic) 

42 

(«) 

43 

(d) 

44 

(b) 

46 

(d) 

47 

(e) 

48 

(b) 

50 

(c) 

51 

(c) 

52 

(«) 

54 

ic) 





37 (a) 
41 (b) 
45 (f) 
49 (e) 
53 (d) 


55 (a) 

56 (i) 

57 (f) 

58 (b) 

59 (d) 

60 (e) 

61 (d) 

62 (a) 
63. (d) 
67 (a) 


Refer to 'efforN by enlightened people' 

Refer to last sentence of the passage 

Information is not sufficient 

Third sentence hints at this profeability 

The term 'some of the' hinN at this 

The inference is contradictory to facts stated in the 

passage 

The inference lacks weightase 


The inference lacks weightage 
The inference naturally fciliows. 
64 (c) 65. (d) 

68 (e) 69 (b) 


66 (a) 

70. (f) 
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Paying the Price for 
Education 


Universities today seem to be caught 
behueen the Devil and the deep sea. The 
government is no longer willing to 
shoulder their financial burden while 
students are adamant over not sharing it. 
On the one hand is the recent U.G:C, 
directwe to tiu: Universities to raise their 
own resources to meet part of their expen¬ 
diture, on the other is students' and 
parents' ire over any hike in tuition fee 
and other related facilities. The proposi¬ 
tion for discussion is: "The concept of 
self-financing of higher education is 
nothing more than a distant dream." 

MrA The government's 
concern over the rising expenditure 
on higher education is 
understandable. With 208 
universities and over 5^00 
colleges, we have one of the largest 
university systems in the world, 
funded almost entirely through 
government grants. After 
establishing the three metropolitan 
universities in 1857, it took the 
British another 25 years to atjd 
Panjab University in 1882. While 
we Indians, in the years since 
Independence, have been creating 
universities at the rate of 4 per year. 
Now that this behemoth has been 
created, is it fair of the 
establishment to abdicate from the 
responsibility of its upkeep? Ihe 
only independent revenue smarce 
of universities is the tuition fee. Yet 


the government has permanently 
pegged it down to the 
pre-independence level. For 
instance, an undergraduate only 
pays Rs 12 per month as tuition fee. 
This alone won't meet even 1 p.c. of 
the expenditure. Had the fees been 
progressively updated, at least 20 
p.c. of the expenses could have 
been covered. But now to raise the 
fees ten or twenty fold at one go 
after 50-years' slumber is to imnte 
trouble. No university will dare do 
that. The other suggestions of the 
Punnayya Committee and others 
like it are hardly viable. Renting 
out of auditoria and playgrounds, 
reservation of seats for N.R.I.S and 
foreign students who will pay 
higher fees etc are practicable only 
in better-known institutions and 
big cities. At small places, where 
most of the colleges are located, 
there will be no takers for these 
facilities. The U.G.C. has also laid 
stress on private donations as a 
source to be tapped. Perhaps they 
have in mind the substantial grants 
given by user companies to 
universities in developed countries. 
But here the situation is different. 
Our universities only train 
researchers. Real research of 
industrial or technological 
application is done in outside 
lalwratories. There is therefore no 
interaction between business and 
industry on the one hand and the 


universities on the other. In the 
foreseeable future at least, the 
universities will have to depend on 
government grants alone; there 
does not appear to be any viable 
alternative. 


MrB My colleague seems to be 
over-reacting regarding the 
multitude of the problem or the 
constraints involved in its solution. 
We do have a large number irf 
universities and colleges, but the 
number has to be viewed in the 
context of our huge population of 
over 90 crores. Our student 
population in higher education is 
less than 5 p.c. of the total in the 
relevant age group and is only 0.05 
p.c. of the total population. This is 
by no means excessive for a 
developing country which requires 
trained manpower to make up the 
lee-way in almost all sectors of 
national activity. So far as 
self-financing is concerned, I think 
some conceptual confusion has 
been caused by the media 
projecting the on-going exercise as 
an attempt at 'privatisation'. As the 
outgoing Chairman of the U.G.C., 
Prcrf Ram Reddy has clariPed, no 
part of the education 
system—lower or higher—is being 
handed over to any private agency. 
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As the Punnayya Ct>mmittee 
Report puts it, "education has to 
remain a government endeavour" 
with the universities being asked to 
meet only 25% of their expenditure 
through self-financing and that t«) 
in a decade's time, which leaves 
enough scope to explore different 
ways and means of supplementing 
their income. My colleague errs in 
saying that it is impossible to 
enhance tuition fees. That people 
will pay any amount to get into 
courses that lead to promising 
careers has been shown by 
capitation fee colleges of 
Maharashtra and the South. 
Universities can certainly 
considerably enhance fees for 
courses for which there is great 
public demand. There is also scope 
for 'invisible' fee enhancement, like 
increasing the prices of various 
forms, handbooks, prospectuses 
and other publications. This can 
garner cash without any opposition. 

MrC Granted that tuition fees 
can be raised but to what extent? A 
social science student costs the 
university Rs 22^1X), while a 
physical science student costs Rs 
10,000 more. How many parents 
can afford to pay Rs 2500-3000 per 
month to educate one child? Do we 
shut the doors of the universities to 
our entire lower and middle 
classes? Obviously we have to look 
for some other sources of financing. 

I beg to differ with Mr D when he 
says that the universities are being 
asked to make only a marginal 
contribution. It is like keeping a 
man at starvation level and then 
asking him to fend for himself if he 
wants to do better. A lixik at the 
five-year plans will reveal how the 
share of higher education in the 
total education outlay has 
progressively decreased. From 25 
p.c. in the Fourth Plan it came 
down to 16 p.c. in the Seventh Plan, 


while the current plan only has a 
bare 8 p.c. allocated to higher 
education. Further, though the 
Kothari Commis.sion recommended 
that the education system should 
receive at least 6 p.c. of the G.D.P. 
for Its proper functioning, at 3.7 
p.c., we have been spending only 
half of that. The point of the 
argument is that we are aIkKating 
too little to education and this little 
is also being taken away. No 
wonder our universities are in a 
financial mess, and if we have to 
clear that mess, funding of such a 
magnitude is required as is cleaily 
beyond the reach of any 
self-financing exercise. If the 
university system is to be saved, 
the government has to foot the bill, 
l.M.F.-World Bank diktats 
notwithstanding. The universities 
too can help by shedding off their 
flab. They must nd themselves of a 
PSU mentality that has led to gross 
overstaffing, under-productive 
work force and extravagant use of 
resources. In some of the 
universities, for instance, 
non-teaching staff exceed the 
number of students on the rolls 
white some departments have more 
teachers than students. Some of the 
universities maintain full-fledged 
transport fleets and permit 
students to reside in hostels for 
decades to avoid higher rents and 
costlier food outside. There are 
numerous ways, in fact, by which 
universities can reduce their 
expenditure. 

MrD 1 think we are needlessly 
restricting the scope of self¬ 
financing to ad-hoc fund raising 
exercises. Why can't a permanent 
source of income be created for 
universities? This will not only 
insulate them from the vaganes of 
annual budgets or plan outlays, but 
will also make them really 
autonomous. Is it not possible to 


allot a sizable piece of farmland to 
an agricultural university as was 
done in the case of Pantnajan 
University on the pattern of land 
grant universities of U.S.A.? 
Alternatively a part of land 
revenue of an area served by such a 
university may be permandhtly 
allocated to it on the pattern of 
Agrahara grants of Ancient India. 
We have over twt> dozen 
agricultural universities which 
have done a yeoman's service in 
increasing farm output and 
agncultural incomes. Why 
shouldn't at least the bigger 
farmers pay for their upkeep? For 
other universities, business and 
industry cm be tapped as a 
possible source of finance. After all 
the education system provides 
trained personnel of all 
levels—scientists, engineers, 
M.B.A.S, C.A.S, technicians et al —to 
trade and industry. It would, 
therefore, be quite in order to make 
the latter pay for this facility in the 
shape of a surcharge on the 
relevant taxes applicable to them. A 
revolving fund could thus be 
created out of which permanent 
grants to universities could be 
ensured. Training of candidates 
sponsored by trade and industry 
and even by foreign governments • 
with inadequate higher eduoition 
facilities; consultancy services; 
orientation and guidance 
programmes for studies abroad, are 
some other sources of income than 
can be explored. With heavy 
foreign investment coming our way 
and multinationals vying with one 
another to set up units here, there 
appear to be tremendous 
possibilities in some of these 
directions if our uniitersities and 
research institutes can restructure 
and reorient themselves to fit into 
the emerging picture. For the 
present, however, self-financing of 
higher education can hardly be said 
to be a practical propositibn. 
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PERSONAUTY OEVELOPMKNT 


Cultivate Mind Appeal 


A ndre Maurois, the celebrated 
French writer, has narrated an 
interesting and highly revealing 
anecdote about a French gentleman. 

A "tailor-made" gentleman, 
polished, elegant and debonair 
joined a group in a cafe. All jpresent 
were impressed by his polished ex¬ 
terior. Most of the time, he kept silent, 
contributing practically nothing to 
the lively conversation. Once he 
opened his mouth, the company 
burst into sneering laughter. He had 
shown what an ignoramus he was. 
Clothes can proclaim the man, as says 
an old proverb, but they cannot 
stamp one a well-informed man. Ob¬ 
viously, this gentleman had never 
tried to polish his mental mirror. 

A large number of people fall in to 
this category. Tney equate 
"personality" with physical ap¬ 
pearance and hence neglect the cul¬ 
tivation of the mind. 

An uncultivated mind makes a 
person dull, tedious and tiresome. He 
is dubbed a bore. A bore is one who 
talks when he should listen; he drags 
his "tale" behind him, and has 
mastered the art of using a twenty- 
minute vocabulary for a two-minute 
argument. When he talks, listeners 
measure time with yawns! 

The rea.son behind this "mental 
vacuum" is that such a person is 
stuck in ruts. He rej^eats himself like 
a gramophone record stuck in a 
groove. He has never attempted to 
sharpen his wits, his intellectual 
wares, as it were. 

If you have ever been dubbed a 
bore, me chances are that you are in a. 
big rut. And your total intellectual 
quotient has not been discovered. 
With some effort and understanding, 
you can discover it. 

If you sense that your ability to 
interest oUtera has waned, or if friends 
have forced this unwelcome 
knowledge upon you, here are some 
unfailing iguidelines which will 
you up where you most need it 
Said all the friends of Santosh 
Kumar, "if only he would deepen his 
voice a little, he will be a perfect 


singer." Since this was Santosh's am¬ 
bition and since he knew people said 
it, you think he would have tackled 
the matter the instant it registered 
with him. But to this day, he hasn't. 

Excuses 

I N this, Santosh was actually only 
being human. Psychologists say we 
all have some few things about us 
whicli we know annoy or tire others, 
and which we should do something 
about but which we don't. The 
reason? "Well, people have men¬ 
tioned it, but it really seems too trivial 
to bother about." Ytni probably say 
that yourself about some shortcom¬ 
ing you are aware of. 

Since it does spoil the impression 
we make on people, it is not trivial. 
Whatever the complaint people 
usually make about us—whetlier it is 
that we gossip, are unpunctual, or 
can never tell anything briefly—^it 
needs to be corrected, lit's have no 
alibis about not knowing what this 
source of difficulty might be in our 
own life. If you are an average per¬ 
son, you have known it, whether you 
wanted to face it or not, now there is 
no excuse. Begin to tackle it today, 
and by the next few days you are 
already a more appealing personality. 

Psychiatric research has shown 
that we tend to look for the easy way 
out We reject activities or pastimes 
with the alibi "I am just too tired 
these days to start anything new" or 
that long discredited "you cannot 
teach an old dog new tricks". 

Procrastination stems from two 
basic factors—mental laziness and a 
weak motivation. These make us 
side-watchers, converting us finally 
into fatalists 

A lack of chalien^s dulls our 
mental faculties. So from time to 
time, at least, read books and articles 
that casual observation suggests you 
do not readily understand, wtter yet, 
tackle longer problems or prefects 
which will improve your mental 
standna. Grappling with something 
which VQu Bnd a hard rtut to crack, 
strengthens your intellectual calibre. 


A fledgling first flutters but soon flies 
in the sky! 

Be Dynamic 

Y following this rule, you can .. 
make yourself dynamic than can 
be accomplished by years of wishful 
thinking. An ounce of action is better 
than a ton of wishful thinking! 

Man is a creature of habit. Unfor¬ 
tunately, some habits hamper our 
ability to enrich our mind and to in¬ 
terest others. This is largeiy because 
they make us ^pear old ra^. Says 
Dorothy Dix: "There is nothing that 
can so certainly make us appear older 
than we are than always doing things 
In the same way." 

The best way to counteract this is 
to make a conscious effort to do 
things differently, that is in the op¬ 
posite way. 

I know a lady whose schedule 
comprises doing her shopping after 
schixil and her house cleaning on 
Saturdays. But every so often, she 
gets up early to visit the markets, 
cleans house some evening, and 
spends Saturday in an outdoor ac¬ 
tivity. She says, "It is this activity 
which prevents me from feeling 
stale." 

We are bound to feel more men¬ 
tally alive if w'e periodically surprise 
even ourselves by tackling things in 
"the opposite.way". 

The next time someone asks you 
about something you have not read, 
promise yourself to read it right 
away. 

Mouthing platitude 

O NE of the narrowest ruts we are 
to fall into has sennething to do ' 
with our reading. This habit at^ nar¬ 
rows our conversation more decisive¬ 
ly than any other factor because we 
lack ideas and go on mouthing 
platitudes. Or worse, inanities. We 
suffer from a kind of mental foul 
smell. 

It can lead us to read some trash, 
but most of the time, it will not It 
leads us into j^scinating topics, com- 
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pletely new hd^bies and interesb. 
The great' Dr Johnson advised 
youngmen to take with them some 
book of science on a journey 
whatever their other interesfc?. And 
he should know. 

If people think that your store ot 
knowledge is "shopworn" or "pre¬ 
dictable", this will prove to be (me of 
the most valuable rules for you to 
follow. Additionally, a gtxxi b(x>k is 
like a tonic. It improves mental 
health. 

At some time or another, all of us 
have said, "In a few months, they will 
see a new me." Such a remark centres 
about some factor of our weight or 
the way we do not put enough care 
Into our clothes. Whatever it is, now 
IS the time to give it attention. 

As a way of beginning, think 
back to the last time you said this, or 
conjure up the thing you are most 
likely to say right now. 

Action-plan 

T^OW reach for a pencil and a piece 

of paper, so you can jot down 
your ideas for overcoming the 
deficiency. You are on your way. This 
is action. Work on your pronounce¬ 
ment, "By next year I will really be a 
different personality." 

True, this is the kind of remark 
that comes up whenever we think 
wistfully of the kind of person we like 
to become. Usually, this also involves 
bigger projects than those at the 
lower level. This may, for example, 
involve learning a new language, to 
have enough money saved to tour the 
country or to be able to say, "Finally, 
I have finished a correspondence 
course." 

Every time, you have put off this 
idea. But now you should start work¬ 
ing on it, the anticipating of it will 
make you mentally more alive. When 
you have finally accomplished it, the 
results will give you so much more 
"glow" that you will shine in the 
dark! 

Correct those things that people 
always remind you about Are you 
the ^pe of person, for instance, 
whom people always have to remind 
to make reservations in advance, to 
remember the tickets, to check the 
time-table, to make certain no hand¬ 
bag or package is left behind in the 
bus? 


These matters may become the 
"family joke" kind of things, irritate 
others, force others to assume some 
of our own mental burdens, to rob us 
of some of our own appeal. Because 
they make us appear sluggish, they 
put us more in the 'melpless" 
category and, consequently, others 
Bnd us a whole lot less dependable 
and dull in the sense of being dim- 
witted. 

Make a note of these matters as 
they occur, take steps to overcome 
them, and the results will not only 
impress others but yourself as well. 

Mirror Yourself 

W HEN there is something about 
ourselves we do not want to 
face, we repress it. It will come out 
nonetheless and we vigorously 
criticise it, in others. The man whose 
f)et peeve isalcohol fears that he him¬ 
self falls in this group! The same will 
be true of the man who "can't stand" 
those fellows who are not over¬ 
whelmingly masculine! 

We can learn a lot about things 
which can detract from our own ap¬ 
peal but which we have not been able 
to face, by checking on our own criti¬ 
cal remarks. 

When for the umpteenth time in 
a month, you find yourself question¬ 
ing another's veracity or criticising 
another's careless manner of dress, 
stop and ask yourself. Is this also true 
of me? 

The results are likely to surprise 
you, and momentarily they may even 
’'hurt" you, but they can help in 
making you a more lively and inter¬ 
esting person. 

Unfortunately, too many people 
have adopted polite "masks" which 
destroy all animation, give literally 
no clues to their inner liimes. To make 
certain this does not o(Xur with our¬ 
selves, authorities recommend that 
we periodically read aloud while 
standing in front of a mirror. 

If we do it with almost no 
change in expression, we need to 
practise this more frequently, at¬ 
tempting to show more appropriate 
(and observable) emotion. It is also 
a valuable idea to listen to a recm’d- 
ing of your own voice to chedc oh 
just how much warmth and emo¬ 
tion it conveys. 


Be specialist 

W E are living in an age of 
specialization. Be a specialist in 
something. 

Somehow, it always makes you 
appear a more interesting person if 
you are the one whose parties are talk 
of the town. Raj Kapoor was one such 
person. You can also be a person with 
a fanta.stic memory on having all the 
Aims released in a particular cinema 
house. 

An accomplishment along this 
line does not require much effort. 
What is your big area of your inter¬ 
est? Is there something for which you 
could become "famous"? You have 
heard of jjersons who have become 
famous because of their freakish hob¬ 
bies. One keeps snakes another 
writes letters on rice grains. 

Nothing robs us of halo more 
than always being behind the crowd. 
The people who have most appeal 
are usually those who have at least a 
few new ideas, some up-to-date in¬ 
formation, an awareness (rf the latest 
developments in the world. 

You may well protest: just have 
not the time for anything (tf this kind. 
The fact is you ao not need much 
time for it but not enough effort has 
gone into it. 

No one expects you to be a walk¬ 
ing encyclcipedia but it does add to 
your appeal if you are slightly ahead 
of the crowd in one or two things. The 
subjects in which you have the mo^t 
interest are excellent starting-points. 

Buy a few magazines covering 
your specialities, you can readily 
achieve thia Your view point will in¬ 
variably have a certain "freshness". 
And if there is anything which makes 
you more interesting than a ffesh 
point of view, it has not been dis¬ 
covered yeti 

Fortunately, these rules can be 
applied in your own life without ac- 

*11— _^11 I 1^ 


life much more inteaest-4)y making 
you more interesting—at the earliest 
tomorrow. 

No one likes to be celled a borie. 
Not even a bore! Once you have 
polished your mental mirror, you ac¬ 
quire the refutation of bting <me 
with a lot of mind-appeal as wdmen 
have sex appeal. 
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Read The CompeT!T)ON Master every month. CM has been guiding the youth 
of India for last 36 years, in their preparations for a bright career. 

CM Is a store-house of General Knowledge and Current Affairs. The popularity 
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READERS’ FORUM 


The best two letters of the month, appearing in the box, hate been 
awarded a prize if Rs 50.00eadi. Readers are bmted to send us their views 
OH topics covered in this issue. The decisbrn of the Editors vrill be final. 


HEED FOR 
mTELLECTUALS 


LOce everyone in the 
eanntry today, inteUeetuals 
too have been hit by the bug of 
materialism and selfishneds. 
By tMng the badc-seot Oiey 
are actuidly helping corruption 
and nepotism to become more 
deep-rooted. Intellectuale 
certainly cannot plead “not 
guOty" by going into a 
se^dmposed exile into 
ohIMon. 


S. Rajashckhar 

Bangalore 


Intellectuals firr a nation 
are as essential and integral as 
a rudder for a boat. Already, 
brain-drain has resulted in a 
' big loss with the cream of 
engineers, doctors, management 
experts leaving because of better 
■■^.rgsportunities abroad. It is higfi 
^''tinu that we ensure ttiat 
I intdlectualsareeneourugedto 
take tharge of Ou nation; 
otherwise it will be too late. 

Rajiv Radian 
Muzagdrpur 


BEST LETTER OF 
MARCH'95 ISSUE 

In the March ‘95 
Issue the second letter 
among the two best 
letters was written by 
Mr Manoj K. Jain of 
Shyamnagar, West 
Bengal. Due to a 
> printing error the name 
[ of the author did not ged 
« printed with the letter.'^ 

« The error is 
regretted. 

■“—Editofs 

k 




If India la to become 
“apron string" in the world 
economy, it hoe to ensure that 
the intellectuals spearhead the 
vital acthtties. 

Soninath Singha Roy 
Durgapur 

POLITICAL IDEOLOGY 
AND ECONOMIC IKH.ICY 

Mathew Arnold said: “My 
candle bums ofbotii ends. It 
will not last Bie night But, Ah 
my friends and Oh my foes, it 
gives the lovely ligfit." The 
current economic policies and 
political ideology connected 
with it seem to be somewhat 
similar to the situation 
described by the saying. 

Navin Chandra 
Patna 

HYPOCRISY IN POLITICS 
These days thepolitidans 
have stooped so low that the 
word “hypocrisy" has become 
an euphemism firr something 
morbid. Probity in public life 
and clean politics is indeed 
need of the hour. 

Rama Ramcsh 

Baitgalore 

INDIAN CINEMA 

Jh last 100 years Indian 
cinema has lost complete 
contact with Indian culture 
and heritage. It is hi^ time 
tiiat sonutUngis done to 
restore (he pristine glory and 
purity of the Indian ctnema. 

Anin K.Rai 
Allahebad 

ROLE OF BUREAUCRACY 

Bureaucracy, with its 
imminent immaturity and 
mediocrity suppresses 
freshness, modemiiy and 
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innovativeness. Present day 
developments are taking place 
at a faster rate than 
bureaucrats can handle. Today 
obsolescence is a truth and 
files are a passe. Bureaucracy 
in its present format stands 
nowhere in the high speed 
world of today. 

Soumendra Ray 
Roorkee 

MEGA DAMS.... 

IVe want to save 
environment for the cause o/ 
humanity. Art we not building 
dams for the same purpose? 

The need is to adopt a middle 
path, making a balance 
between different approaches. 

As the Chipko leader, Mr S.S. 
Bahuguna, said: “Let us use 
‘JaV (water), ‘futile’and 
‘famin' (earth) for (he best 
service to humanity." 

MnkcshBatni' 
New Tehri Tbwn, U.P. 
CM FEATURES 

lama student of doss 
Vni and I love readltfCM, It. 
helps me to hnprove my 
voadmlary, writihg^lMla, 
reasoning ability and general 
knowkdgjt. ISmrfbrmUable 


effort to bring-out such a 
comprehensive magazine is 
indeed praiseworthy. 

NiUn Singh 
Lakhimpur, U.P. 

CM has infused into me a 
lot of confidence to participate 
in any debate or discussion on 
any subject. Thank you for 
providing to us an excellent 
medium of knowledge. 

Amiendia Pratap 
BodhCaya 

Although lama 
budnessman who has nothing 
to do with conqretitions, I 
regularly read CM os itheljM 
me to gain tot of knowledge 
and valusible hfformation. 

S.V. Rajan 
Varanasi 
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Audwr: ProL B.K. Saadaaham, ELAn LLA, DJ. 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO ECONOMICS Ra. 
Modal Papers-r Oahriled Study Material on National Economo 
Pnea Thaoiy, Money A Banking, Intamalional Trade, Eoononie GloaMt 
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EDiTOHAL 


Unfulfilled Hopes 
of Millions 


T f me wait when people could be larned away by 
htgh-Mundmg pnmtsei and the mums of a 
golden age in which no one ivould be mlhout 
work and no one would be below the poverty line But 
with the growth of political awareness among the masses 
has come the ability to discriminate between chalk and 
cheese, between empty talk and concrete achievement, 
between the possible and the probable, and between the 
attainable and the impossible No longer is it possible far 
demagogues to mislead the people The age of oratory has 
gone anyway, this ts the age cfdiscnmmatwn, the age 
when people want the proof of the pudding in the eating 
and when they want to be sure efadneoement, not of loud 
noises or cfallurmg manifestos that seem to open up 
golden but ever elusive vistas 

The unemployed apart, there are millions of people 
vdm are under-employed or who get only casual and 
temporary employment during part of the year and then 
sit uOe, watting far some job The number of both types of 
jobless people has been mcreastng and it is no 
exaggeratum to say that there ts m Ow country today—as 
indeed there is m several Western countries—what may 
be described as an “unemployment crisis''m the shape of 
miilwns of jobless people going round, waiting hopefully 
for employment, squarely blammg the Government and 
soaety for their plight Most them are on the verge tf 
desperation 

And yet where are we m this respect? Anyone who 
tdaims that unemployment has been reduced by a 
slgnficant margm lives m a world tfmake-bdieveand 
evensdf-deceptum The crisis continues to exkti with tfw 


same magnitude Of course the promise to remove 
unemployment was nothing new The country had heard 
it b^e—and frequently—during the decades of 
Congress rule, like the promise to reduce economic 
disparities, ensure economic justice and improve the 
standard of Imng—all words and mere words The 
Congress had promised to create about 12 million jobs 
every year and this programme was undely publicised, 
and yet the problem was as acute as ever What the people 
noticed was the fast expansion (f Government offices and 
department, m accordance with the well-known 
Parkmson's Law the net gain of which was minimal and 
even that at a heavy cost to the country The mcrease m 
the pofmlatum has fast outstripped job availability, much 
to thefrustration cf the unemployed mtllwns 

The promises have been renewed with greater force 
andgretder vdiemence There has been talkigain of 
“crash programmes“and “Bjozgar Yojnas" topromde 
more employment, but, like the previous programmes, 
these new programmes have also crashed like the old ones 
With the population haomg been more than doubled since 
Independence the problem of unemployment has’ofiio 
assumed more serums proportions The tragedy is 
heifhtenedby the fact tiud about 40 per cent of ^tepeofie 
hoe below the poverty tme (and dte pdventage of swfh 
people has increased instead of decreasmg), and rdso die 
fact that almost the same percentege of die population 
lives on or sU^ly above the poverty Une. AU this means 
that whatever the Government mijfrt do, or promse to 
tb, poverty wdl remain a permanent frature^ the haiim 
scene 
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1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT R8.275 

(ForAmoe!^ BMitluofSBI, SBlMndothtrNationtllMd Banka Exam.) 
Cocnprehwisiva Coverage of TMtofRMsoning(LogKai, Vetbai, Non-Verbal, 
Data Interpretation and Management Aptitude Tests etc); EngOsh Language 
(Practical English Grammar, Common Errors, Word-Power, Speihnge ale); 
Qaneral Awaranass (All aspects of Q K viz General Science, History, 
Geoi^aphy, Indian PoMy, Indian Economy etc including Latest Current Affairs), 
Quanatathre Aptitude (Number System, H C F A L C.M, SimpMicalion, 
Simple & Compound Interest, ProM & Loss, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, 
Msrisuration etc, Solved Examples, Hmls A Exercises etc), Descrlptlva 
English (Short Essays, Propositions etc). Five sets of Model Papers, with 
dstulad Sohitiona/Answers, based on Pravloua Years’ Papers. 

2. M.B.A. KIT Rs.300 

(For Common Admkalon rests of IJ.M.’a, XLRIkolhar LamKng 
InaUtutaaAJnIvaraltlaM) 

Kit covers English Language (Pracbcal English Grammar, Common 
Errors, Preposibons, Spellings, Idioms A Phrases, Comprehension, 
Vocabulary, SynonymsA Antonyms); bitaMgonoe A Raasoning(Logual, 
VeitMl, Non-Verbal, Data InterpratabonetD); Arlllvnelic(Number System, 
Graphs, Tabulabon of Data, Msnsurataon, etc.); Basle Maths (Algebra, 
Gaomeby, Tngonometry, Coordinate Geome^, Matnces, Calculus), 
Qaneral Knowtedgo (General Science, History, Geography, Indian 
Polity, Indian Economy etc.) including Lalsat Currant Aftairs; Five 
Sets of Modal Papers, with detailed Solubona/Answers, based on 
Previous Years’ Papers. 

3. N.DAKIT Rs. 225 4. C.DAKrr Rs. 225 


Prlnol^ala/LIbnMiane of SAINIK SCHOOLS A othar 
htatltullona for afeManta and libntilas. 

(11) Senior Armed FoaoaeCMIloei* tor thalrunlle and wards. 


Kits for N.D.A., C.D.S. ExambMtlon contain: 

I. SPECIMENPAPERSbaaedonPREVIOUSYEARS’PAPERSon 
English, G.K., Currant Aftairs A Mathematics. 

II. MATHEMATICS—Anthmetie, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
T ngonometry aiKf Stabsbcs. 
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Is India Going The Mexican 

Way? 


Introduction 

The Mexican economy has taken a 
turn lor tlw worse As its currency took a 
free frill against the dollar in January this 
year, foreign capital flew out of the 
country. More than $10 billion left 
Mexico since the start of the crisis. The 
sudden withdrawal of foreign capital 
caused a major crisis, the second one 
since 1982, in a country that had seemed 
one of the most promising economies in 
the dmeloptng world. Now the Western 
financial institutions would have to bail 
out the country, but not b^ore the control 
{fits natural resources, m this case the flow 
^bdlions cfdollars that Mexico earns from 
export efod, would pass to the US 

The country’s growth rate would 
sign^icantly come down, as it had been 
strongly dependent on funds from abroad 
to fuel its economic revival. 

There are many similarities cf the 
Mexican economy with ours While 
economists vary in their opinion whether 
the same can happen in India, there are 
certainly lessons our country can learn. 
India lots also taken up the structural 
adjustment jmlicies that were operating 
in Mexico. There are many similarities 
between the Mexican and Indian 
economies This article explains the 
Mexican crisis and assesses whether it 
can happen in Indm. Are there any les¬ 
sons M our country am learn? 

The Mexican Crisis 

HE decline was swift and 
dramatic. When Mexican Presi¬ 
dent Ernesto Zedillo allowed the 
to float against the dollar, on 
mber 20, 1994, things were al¬ 
ready quite wrong with its economy. 
The peso went into a tailspin—from 
being traded at 4 pesos to a dollar, in 
January it was down to almost 6 per 
dollar. The stock market fell by over 
50% in dollar terms, and within 9 
days of die start of die crisis as much 
as $ 8 billion, representing 12% of 
Mexico's total foreign investment. 




had fled the country. The loss was 
devastating for a country which had 
relied on fimds from abroad to fuel its 
economic revival. 

The shock waves were fell 
around the world Countries such as 
Argentina, Brazil, Chile and 
Venezuela faced the spectre of 
depressed markets and tried to 
protect foreign investments; in India 
the stock market Index, Sensex, 
remained down. 

But even though the crisis could 
not been foreseen, it certainly was not 
unprecedented. As the "h^rs" and 
"whales" among the developing 
ecemomies have l^n opened up by 
the policies of the International 
Monetary Fund and the World Bank, 
they have also be«i exposed to risks 
of international finance. The pretence 
that a poor country could in¬ 
dustrialise through foreign funding 
collapsed as the Mexican govern¬ 
ment went insolvent. 

Western economists pondered 
over the unexpected Mexico repre¬ 
sented the success of economic 
theories that opened up one economy 
after another. Brazil was suffering the 
high social costs of the structural ad¬ 
justment policies. Though the per 
capita income was as high as $ 2^, 
nearly 40% of the peculation lived 
under flie poverty line. Its stability is 
constantly Ming threatened, witti the 
police acting as retainers of the rich 
and shooting dead homeless street 
children. To some extent, countries 
like Thailand and Philippines have 
also paid high social costs for the 
structural adjustment process. 
Mexico, on the other hand, repre¬ 
sented the Latin American miracle. 
There was control over fiscal defidt, 
stable prices, high foreign investment 
and foreign exchange reserves, 
privatisation and higher efficiency 
and growth. So what could have 
gone wrong? 




The Mexican crisis casts doubt on 
the policies of the "Washington 
consensus" or the package of Struc¬ 
tural Adjustment policies favoured 
by the US and World Bank 
economists Mexico was among the 
first to receive the structural adjust¬ 
ment loans fiorn the World Bank in 
1979 Moreover, itwasclosely tied up 
with the North American Free Trade 
Agreement (NAFTA) and had be¬ 
come highly interdependent widi the 
USA and Canada. Its exports from 
labour intensive units found easy 
markets in ffie.se countries. 

Rescue Package 

I T was this interdependence that 
saw the US, IMF and European 
banks put together a $ 50 billion res¬ 
cue package for Mexico. In doing so, 
the West was protecting its own inter¬ 
ests—Mexico's bankruptcy would 
have caused huge financial losses 
on US investors, and hit US jobs in 
companies that were busy export¬ 
ing to Mexico. Interdependence 
here did not mean that a poor 
country was dependent on USA,i 
but that the rich country was also 
dependent on Mexico to such a de¬ 
gree that the fortunes of the two 
went together. 

Yet, it must be noted that the res¬ 
cue package has not been without 
costs to Mc^co. The terms negotiated 
between USA and Mexico for the res¬ 
cue are so tough that it has led Mexico 
to raise interest rates to over 50%. The 
country has also been asked to shrink 
its mon^ supply to the level dictated 
by ttie US treasury secretary, Robert 
Rubin. In addition, the IMP w putting 
its own conditions, A provfeion has 
been included in the draft agreement 
under which the US would effective¬ 
ly control ffie flow of the billions of 
ooUars ffuit Mexico earns every year 
from the export of its (ril. Mexico is 
also in for harsh austerity measures. 
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What this means is that economic 
decisions of Mecico would now be 
controlled by the US. Mexico's 
foreign oil customers will make their 
payments into an account at a US 
bank. The bank will funnel the 
money to the Federal Reserve. Ac¬ 
cording to the agreement, as long as 
Mexico meets its obligations, these 
funds will be freely available for use 
by the Bank of Mexico. Otherwise, 
the US would be entitled to make 
claims agairtst this account. Clearly, 
the country's natural resources have 
been mortgaged to the US 
Colonialism in this case, has come in 
foe form of an economic rescue pack¬ 
age for Mexico. 

Comparisons with India 

C OMPARISONS of Mexico with 
India are not unjustified, though 
government officials and economists 
trained in Western economic theory 
do not admit it. Both countries have 
undertaken similar reforms. In the 
early 1980s Mexico had got into a 
serious debt crisis when a fall in the 
price of oil had left the country un¬ 
able to pay its bills. Since then, it had 
been steadily climbing on the path of 
economic recovery. From all ap¬ 
pearances it looked like a success 
story. The country took on a package 
' of austerity measures and the 
privatisation of the public sector. 
Foreign money continued to pour in 
foe country with the passage of foe 
NAFTA. The elite and theemeiging mid¬ 
dle elasa began to ^lutge by foe mid- 
eighties, buying in^orted automobiles, 
televisions wid ofoer luxuries. 

This sounds very much like the 
Indian story, which found itself in a 
similar foreign exchange crisis in 
1990. Foreign exchange reserves 
had fallen to minimum levels, rep¬ 
resenting just a few weeks con¬ 
sumption of oil imports. The 
medicine that India has taken is 
similar to the one administered to 
Mexico. Though our economy seems 
to be looking up at presratt and there 
nothing amiss, is th»e something 
hidden? b foe Indian economy liioe 
. foe Mexican bubble, which may biust 
' wifoout warning sometime in the 
,'jfoture? 


I Our executive director at the IMF, 

Mr K.P. Geethakrishnan, has pointed 
out that there is indeed a lesson in 
this for India. The Indian economy 
may not be a replica of foe Mexican 
economy, but foe same reforms pack¬ 
age has l^n implemented here. The 
cconontic status we seek to aspire to 
is same, and there is a similar en¬ 
thusiasm. India also wants to pin the 
ASEAN, which is a less ambitious 
version of the NAFTA. 

The Kiss of Debt 

C OUNTRIES like India accumu¬ 
late heavy international debts to 
modernise or to import technology, 
or to import the products that are 
used by the elite. In 1993, India's debt 
from foreign sources stood at $ 91 7 
billion, or 37 3% of the gross national 
product Though the debt is rising at 
a slower rate now, it is still a sizeable 
amount, representing $ 100 of debt 
per Itead Considering that much of 
our population is below the pover¬ 
ty line, the magnitude of the ac¬ 
cumulated debt can only be 
imagined. Exports are growing at 
a slower rate compared to im¬ 
ports. These have been the charac¬ 
teristics of the economies of Brazil 
and Mexico. 

Yet, amazingly, every new loan 
sanctioned by international agen¬ 
cies is hailed as a great achievement 
of India's economic policy. The ob¬ 
jectives of international financial in¬ 
stitutions become clear from the 
Mexican experience as they fall 
over each to give India the kiss of 
debt. 

The 1980s has seen India's elite 
splurging in what may well be called 
the "VCR-Maruti" period. The bor¬ 
rowings of 1980s were not used for 
fortifying the Indian economy butfor 
the import of luxury goods that foe 
privil^ed craved for. Even today, 
there is increasing import intensifica¬ 
tion of such goods as cdlular phones, 
cars and other consumer gocras. It is 
a sobering thought that while foe 
foreign exchange is spent on such 
things, how the country will actually 
repay the outstanding loans. In 
Mexico, the economy bubble became 
bigger find bigger but it was on a 
sh»y foundation, and burst wifoout 


warning. There is something serious¬ 
ly wrong with foe economic theory 
mat creates siKh a bubble, but that 
reahsatiem is still to come. 

Safety Nets 

I F at all there is a lesson for fois in 
India, it is in the creation pf safety 
nets for the population that does not 
benefit from the structural adjust¬ 
ment process. In fact, the poor keep 
getting poorer and this results in so¬ 
cial uprisings. 

For any country that exports 
labour intensive products, prices are 
kept low by paying cheaply for the 
labour. Poverty will only increase in 
such a system. The consequences of 
following a high resource and ener¬ 
gy intensive, high chemical based 
and unsustainable agriculture are 
also all too evident in Mexico. This 
system has been perpetuated by the 
West 

It is quite evident that social 
signs cannot be ignored. The govern¬ 
ment must create and maintain social 
safety nets if we are to avoid a Mexico 
type situation here. But there are no 
indications that this is actually 
being done, or that the government 
is taking them seriously, thus 
making the same mistake of other 
countries. 

Rather than pretend that Mexico 
has no lessons for India, our policy 
makers should realise that the Indian 
economy has been put on the same 
path as Mexico took earlier There 
may be dissimilarities, but pcssible 
outcomes cannot be ignored. The 
government should increase the 
spending on social sectors such as 
health, Mucation and employment 
generation. As Mexico shows, we 
should not have an obsessive em¬ 
phasis on foreign investment but en¬ 
courage equitable taxation and 
domestic savings. Finally, we must 
ui^mtly lower external and internal 

The free market is not the 
answer to all economic ills and It is 
time that we stopped this blind love 
for the new economic policies. It 
must be understood that these 
pdicles suit none but foe US^JMP 
ctunbine, and may actually be a 
path to colonialisaUon. 
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_ SPECIAL PEATURE~il _^ 

Parliamentary or Presidential 
form of Government 


Tlie Indian political system has been 
the subject of much scrutiny and debate, 
and has often been compared to the sys¬ 
tems fallowed by other countries. By and 
large, it is felt that the Westminster 
niMel of Parliament that we have been 
folloiomg, has served our diverse 
country well Though a legacy of the 
British rule in India, it has nurtured the 
values envisaged by our founding 
fathers and has met the objectives of 
socialism, secularism and democracy 

Very often, lutwever, doubts are ex¬ 
pressed regarding the efficacy and 
desirability of the present democratic 
system demands for a change in the 
system have been raised from time to 
time This feature looks into the him sys¬ 
tems of gavcmmenl and discusses llieir 
pros and cons 

R ecently Mr Atal Beharl Vaj- 
Lpayce, senior B]P leader and 
leader of the Opposition in lA>k 
Sabha, sparked off a discussion on 
the parliamentary form of govern¬ 
ment as existing in India “The 
Westminster type of Parliament may 
be okay for the United Kingdom, for 
it has a two-party system", he said. 
"But not for us, because we have a 
plethora of parties." He felt that there 
is a contradiction between stability of 
a government and its accountability 
to the people, and this has led to a 
crisis faced by the political system. 
"The Indian polibcal system faces a 
major crisis. It has neither the 
flexibility nor sufficient safeguards to 
provide stability to any govern¬ 
ment." 

At the same time, if the govern¬ 
ment does become stable, it t^omes 
irresponsible. Giving the example of 
the Narasimha Rao government, Mr 
Vajpayee pointed out that a minority 
government functions responsibly 
only as lon^ as it does not enjoy a 
working m^ority in the Lok SabW 
"But the moment it gained majority 


and became stable by encouraging 
defections, trouble started. In our sys¬ 
tem, unfortunately, stability is the 
enemy of accountabibty." In other 
words, a stable government becomes 
smug and stops caring for the people, 
because it does not feel threatened. 

Mr Vajpayee favours the 
presidential form of government, 
with features of the system of USA 
and France incorporated in the Con¬ 
stitution, together with tht»e of the 
parliamentary system like Germany. 
By doing so, the government could 
be made accountable and to behave 
responsibly, because there are auto¬ 
matic checks and balances in the 
political system of these countries 

This argument cannot be taken 
lightly or brushed aside easily. Nor 
can it be seen as a vote catching ploy 
of the Bharatiya Janata Party. In fact, 
Mr Vajpayee is regarded as one of our 
best parliamentarians, who can see 
ahead and introduce a fresh thinking 
on issues concerning State and 
society Clearly, Mr Vajpayee's views 
were not dictated by the need for 
short- term political gains but for 
larger interests ot the country And 
when such a leader speaks in favour 
of adopting the presidential system, 
the debate is a serious one. Is the 
presidential system really a solution 
to all the ills that affect our 
democratic and political system? Will 
it really be an improvement over the 
existing system? 

Many leaders had earlier ex¬ 
pressed the hope that the current sys¬ 
tem should be changed. Another 
articulate leader, Mr Vasant Sathe, 
had suggested in 1984 that India 
should switch over to the presiden¬ 
tial form of government. 'The argu¬ 
ment was that in India Qiere were too 
many political parties and par¬ 
liamentary procedures were too cum¬ 


bersome. Earlier, when the Janata 
Party came to power in 1977, many 
observers felt mat India was a step 
closer to evolving its own two-party 
system like the USA and UK. How¬ 
ever, as events showed subsequently, 
no such change took place. Ifeqies of 
evolving a two-party system were 
thus ruled out. 

The current debate arises from 
the possibility of unstable govern¬ 
ments being formed at the Centre and 
in the States. It is expected that no 
party may come out with an absolute 
majority It is felt that die presidential 
system, which ensures a fixed term 
for the president, could serve die 
coimtry better in the changed politi¬ 
cal scene. Such a president womd be 
unconcerned with the day-to-day 
vagaries of Parliament and could be 
more decisive in functioning. He 
would not have to make coni'’ < 
promises in his own functioning. 

If 

But, for India such a system is 
fraught with risks. Because we do not 
have a powerful public opinion, a 
president may acquire more power 
than that given by the Constitution. A 
fawning system that we have will 
likely create a superman out of the 
elec^ president and he will not only 
acquire absolute power but the cor¬ 
ruption that comes with power. 

Even under the present sjrstem, 
the Prime Minister has acemired 
tremendous power. The Prime 
Minister's OfEce (PMO) has become 
an extra-constitutional source of 
power. An elected president can easi- . 
ly subvert the system and emerge as 
a power source—a dictator with the j 
possibility of dynastic rule. The ex¬ 
ample of Ferdinand Marcos of Phil- ^ 
lipines is given, who was to remain in , 
power for two decades. Mrs Indira il 
Gandhi too had toyed with the idea 
of French-type presidential govem- 
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ment. Though she could do this in the 
present system as well by declaring 
an emergency, her ol^ectives could 
surely have been better met in a 
pnesidential form of government. 

Our founding fathers not only 
wanted unity and integrity of the 
country but also a strong democratic 
tradition. The system was made by 
taking bits of prevailing political sys¬ 
tems in Britain, America, Ireland and 
wove into the Indian parliamentary 
system. The idea of an independent 
judiciary was taken from the 
American system, to prevent the 
abuse of power by those in office The 
legislative enactments and the execu¬ 
tive actions of the government could 
be reviewed by the judiciary. 

Elections were introduced be¬ 
cause they wanted the entire popula¬ 
tion of the country to be involved in 
the making of the government. The 
office of the Chief Election Commis¬ 
sioner was created to ensure free and 
fair elections. 

There is nothing wrong dramati¬ 
cally with the present system. Both 
the systems have their strong and 
weak points and have been success¬ 
ful in other countries. In the UK, the 
parliamentary form of government 
works successfully while in the USA, 
it is the presidential system, in India 
(he conditions are rather unique and 
unlike anywhere else in the world. 
An elected MP or MLA forgets his 
electors after the elections. There is a 
nneral feeling that the leader gets 
busy in gathering money and power, 

, and there is no substantial public 
opinion to stop him. Much of our 
population is poor and illiterate, and 
the daily grind causes them to over¬ 
look the digressions of the 
politicians. The question as to which 
of the two systems is better for the 
country is thus quite irrelevant. The 
' point should be: how to ensure a 
good government 

That, indeed, is a difficult task. 
But H\e system cannot be blamed if 
we get bad leaders. If leaders are 
good, the system becomes irrelevant. 

' ^ the power holders exercise self- 
KStraint, the written Constitution is 
unnecessary, and if they do not, then 
no written Constitution will check 
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them", wrote Herman Finer. Noted 
parliamentarian, Mr Madhu Limaye, 
had remarked that if the public 
authorities and the people did not 
have the will and the motivation to 
work the parliamentary Constitu¬ 
tion, they would not have the will 
and the motivation to operate a 
presidential system either. 

Over the last 30 years, the present 
system has been under considerable 
strain. The leaders have tried to sub¬ 
vert the system to meet their own 
petty ends, and the various constitu¬ 
tional institutions have lost their 
shine. Politics without principles, 
large scale defections from one party 
to another and the presence of big 
money have led to deterioration in 
national life. Though the judiciary is 
independent according to the Con¬ 
stitution, It has failed to provide 
speedy justice to the common man 
The office of the Chief Election Com¬ 
missioner is hampered by the 
politicians, and before Mr TN 
Seshan, was almost non-existent 
Nobody cares about reports of the 
Comptroller and Auditor CJeneral of 
India. It IS a sad reflection on today's 
politics that inspite of the Constitu¬ 
tion, there is no accountability of the 
legislators and the executive The 
public service commission.s, which 
were intended to provide a neutral 
and competent civil service, are now 
playthings of politicians The civil 
service has been reduced to being a 
pliable ally of politiaans. 

Under the present situation, it 
seems doubtful that a change in sys¬ 
tem will actually introduce account¬ 
ability. In many ways, it may be 
better. For example, the US President 
is autonomous within his designated 
sphere, but has no control over the 
Congress. The American constitution 
cannot be amended easily. Hie Presi¬ 
dent is almost irremovable and the 
legislature cannot be dissolved. But 
in India, there is a greater possibility 
of removing a corrupt government. 

An argument that is advanced in 
favour of the presidential system is 
that experts, who may not be 
politicians, can be inducted into the 
government. Articles 75(5) and 164(4) 
in our Constitution allow for this as 
well, and enable the Prime Minister i 


or the Chief Minister to include 
"competent" people in the council of 
ministers. The condition is tiiat they 
would seane entry to either House in 
six months. The examples of Prof 
M.G.K. Menon and Dr Manmohan 
Singh are proof that eminent people 
can be inducted in the government in 
the existing parliamentary system 

It IS argued therefore that the 
present parliamentary system has 
.served us fairly well. Some shortcom¬ 
ings like the vagueness of the 
President's powers and the pos¬ 
sibility of indefinite extension to a 
state governor, can be removed. The 
judicial system needs to be improved 
so that speedy justice can be im¬ 
parted. Scientific systems also need 
to be introduced in other fields so that 
they encourage better and honc.st 
people to come forward. The ex¬ 
ample of Mr TN. Seshan, who could 
operate within the existing system 
and single handedly improve the 
clout of the Office of Chief Election 
Commissioner, shows that given the 
will the existing system can be cer¬ 
tainly improved. The difficulty then 
is how to find committed people to 
strengthen the constitutional institu¬ 
tions. 

Whatever the system, there is no 
real excuse for bad politics. The real 
problem is to introduce principles in 
everyday life, and that no system can 
really ensure The existing system 
can be amended to somehow intro; 
duce a good and responsive govern¬ 
ment. But a change to the presidential 
system is fraught with risks. The 
authority of the Constitution also 
needs to be protected—it is quite 
ridiculous that the Constitution has 
been amended 80 times since 1950. 

The Indian electorate too feels let 
down by the rulers. There is no im¬ 
provement in everyday life, while the 
newspapers are full of corruption in 
politics. There is no choice really 
among die political parties and that is 
why no single party ftin emerge as a 
winner. In the ultimate analysis, one 
may recall die famous words of jus¬ 
tice B. Lentin, "the Constitution has 
not failed the people, nor have the 
people of India failed the Constitu¬ 
tion. It is only the unscrupulous 
politicians who have failed both." 
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Managing the Booming 
Forex Reserves 


Exactly four years ago, India vm 
faced with a very difficult situation with 
regard to foreign exchange (Forex) reser¬ 
ves. These reserves are required by any 
economy for day to day need for imports, 
tourism, visits, trainings and other such 
goods and services required from other 
countries To meet these obligations, 
eivry country maintains a critical mini¬ 
mum level cf horex reserves. The year 
1991 witnessed worst ever situation 
when these reserves dropped to a low level 
of$l billion winch were barely sufficient 
to meet only one week's import obliga¬ 
tions. The situation today is cntiivly op¬ 
posite and the country is facing the 
problem of plenty With the Forex reser¬ 
ves booming over $ 20 billion, the 
country finds it difficult to manage the 
reserves in such a manner so that the 
money supply is kept under control, in¬ 
flation IS checked to the desired level and 
the developmental process is also con¬ 
tinued at a rapid speed. 

Continuing Trend 

T o counter the difficult economic 
situation faced by the country, the 
Government of India took heverai 
drastic measures, in addition to the 
(general measures for liberalisation, 
various specific measures were taken 
to strengthen the Forex reserves, in¬ 
cluding convertibility of Indian 
rupee in a phased manner, relaxation 
in Foreign Exchange Regulation Act 
(PERA) provisions, devaluation of 
rupee, tightening of monetary pdicy, 
sharp reduction in budgetary 
deficits, control of inflation, etc. All 
these measures created a conducive 
enviroiuncnt for a sustained rise in 
the foreign exchan^ reserves. 

Two factors which have con¬ 
tributed adequately to the rise in 
Forex reserves are stepped up loreign 
capital investments uvd bu^Snt ex¬ 
ports during the past two years. The 
policy of liberaliMtkxi has attracted 


the foreign investors to invest in 
India, which has resulted in ac¬ 
cumulation of foreign capital and 
upgradation of existing levels of tech¬ 
nology. The impact of the foreign in¬ 
vestment is quite evident on Forex 
reserve level, while the impact on 
technology upgradation would take 
place in due course and would be 
distinctly observed in the years to 
come. Exports have also shown dis¬ 
tinct improvements during the past 
two years, after remaining almost 
stagnant during the first two years of 
liberalisation. Imports in dollar terms 
were at $ 18.1 billion in 1990-‘J1, 
which declined to $ 17.9 billion in 
1991-92. After remaining virtually 
stagnant during 1992-93 at $ 18.4 bil¬ 
lion, export growtfi rate was over 20 
per cent during 1993-94 and were at 
$ 22.2 billion. During the year 1994-95 
the exports are expected to register a 
growtn rate of about 15 per cent and 
total exports are expected to be over 
$ 25 billion. Another heartening fac¬ 
tor is the desired suige of imports 
during 1994-95, so important tor 
rapid growth of industncs. 

High level of foreign exchange 
reserves is desirable only upto a par¬ 
ticular level, beyond which it be¬ 
comes a serious cause of worry to the 
government. Despite good agricul¬ 
tural crops, mounting inflationary 
pressure is causing serious worry to 
the government and high level Forex 
reserves is one of the most Important 
factors contributing to this situation. 
High levels of Forex reserves are 
known to create strong inflationary 
pressures in the economy by increas¬ 
ing die money supply beyond the 
desired level's. Indirectly, higher 
levels of Forex represents loaning to 
other countries in Indian currency, 
particularly when the foreign ex¬ 
change so acquired is not utilised for 
productive purposes. Accumulated 


foreign exchange also implies failure 
to utilise the scarce resources for 
productive purposes, particularly in 
a developing country like India 
where economic resources are ex¬ 
tremely scarce and the country has to 
go in for foreign debt to meet its 
developmental obligations. 

Realising this, the government of 
India has now decided not to obtain 
quick disbursing loans from the In¬ 
ternational lending agencies. Furthei^ 
as disclosed in the annual budget for 
1994-95, the government decided to 
pre-pay some international loans. 
However, efforts to utilise the excess 
Forex reserves in a productive man¬ 
ner leave much to be desired. 

Varied Options 

O tide over the problem, several 
solutions have been suggested 1^ 
various economists. One option in¬ 
cludes two measures simultaneously. 

It is a matter of common knowledge ' 
that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) 
directly takes the purchase and sale 
of foreign exchange to ensure the 
stability of Indian rupee vis-a-via 
foreign currencies. To assure the 
parity of one dollar at around Rs 32, 
the RBI has already purchased 
foreign exchange worth more than 
$ 11 billion from the open market. It is 
expected that if the RBI withdraws 
from such dealings in the Forex, it 
will result in appreciation of Indian 
Rupee vis-a-vis dollar and Indian 
rupee m^ appreciate to the level of 
around ^ 25 per dollar. Such a 
measure would result in making im¬ 
ports more attractive and result in a 
reduced level of Forex, reduction in 
money supply (Ms) and reduction in 1 
die inflationary pressures. Increased 
imports would also result in en- v 
hanced revenue collection by way of * 
import duties. Such a measure, how-, 
ever, would result in reduction in i 
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domestic production, resulting in 
high levels of unerfiployment. To 
neutralise the adverse effect of this 
measure, a second aspect is recom¬ 
mended 

Inflation rate in India dunng the 
past about two years has been be¬ 
tween 8 to 10 per cent, while the 
global inflation rale has been, at an 
average, below 5 per cent As a result, 
every year Indian rupee is depreciat¬ 
ing vis-a-vis foreign currencies in real 
terms. This depreciation is not 
reflected in the current exchange rate, 
as a result, the rupee is overvalued. 
Hence, to counter the adverse effect 
of withdrawal of RBI from the scene of 
Forex management, it may be 
worthwhile to devalue rupee to bring 
it at par with its real value This would 
encourage exports, push up the 
economic activity and make available 
more employment opportunities 

Another option to effectively 
deal with the Forex reserves is by 
taking internal financial measures to 
neutralise the adverse effect ot exces¬ 
sive reserves and by taking external 
financial measures to curb produc¬ 
tively the growth of these reserves 
and finally by properly utilising the 
Forex reserves. To reduce its adverse 
effects, the RBI should properly con¬ 
trol expansion of money supply (M?) 
and should also curtail overdraft to 
the government. In addition, rather 
than going in for foreign loaning, the 
government should use its own 
reserves for import of capital equip¬ 
ment, which would not only make 
use of excess reserves but would also 
result in saving of interest payment 
Moreover, the government can also 
think of pre-payment of foreign 
debt more frequently. To supple¬ 
ment the above mentioned 
measures, pace of investment and 
industrialisation should be in¬ 
creased so that foreign exchange is 
utilised in considerable quantities 
for import of state-of-the art tech¬ 
nology. Additionally, the govern¬ 
ment may also consider relaxation 
of restrictions on import of con¬ 
sumer goods. This would, in addi¬ 
tion to ensuring proper utilisation 
of Forex reserves, result in improv¬ 
ing competition in the consumer 
I, goods marked. 


Futuristic Pragmatism 

NDOUBTEDLY, the measures 
suggested above would go a long 
way in proper and productive utilisa¬ 
tion of excess Forex reserves. How¬ 
ever, another profitable way is to 
properly invest part of the reserves in 
the global market Such an invest¬ 
ment would assist in reducing the 
bulk of reserves and would also cam 
some profit/dividend or interest on 
it In fact, the government is already 
hobnobmg wi& the idea of investing 
excess Forex reserves 

Investment of foreign exchange 
reserves can be undertaken by the 
government in several ways The 
government may invest the reserx'cs 
in some international financial in¬ 
stitutions as well as privately 
managed companies of repute. Alter¬ 
nately, these could be invested in 
some international banking inshtu- 
tions The government may also con¬ 
sider assisting some of the poorer 
countries in Asia or Africa by provid¬ 
ing foreign currency soft loans This 
would result in proper and produc¬ 
tive utilisation of foreign exchange 
with tremendous political ad /antage 
in the international arena, particular¬ 
ly among the developing and poorer 
nations Precaution, however, must 
be taken to make sure that at least 50 
per cent of such international invest¬ 
ment should be liquid and short-term 
in nature so that at the times of sud¬ 
den crisis, the precious foreign ex¬ 
change could be easily disinvested 
In a country like ours, where most of 
economic activity depends on the 
performance of monsoons, pos¬ 
sibility of such sudden crisis cannot 
be ruled out. Moreover, change in the 
government and consequent change 
of economic policy in future may also 
warrant withdrawal of such foreign 
Investment of country's foreign ex¬ 
change. 

Another way is to allow the 
private investors belonging to India, 
to make investments in foreign 
markets with an ovrall objective of 
benefitting the Indian economy. Such 
investors can be allowed to obtain 
foreign exchange by paying in Rupee 
and investing in foreign countries. 


with buy back arrangement for India, 
particularly for manufacture of 
products which are regularly im¬ 
ported to India. Profits on such in¬ 
vestment would also be patrlated to 
India and foe economy would also 
gain substantially. Overriding condi¬ 
tion in such investment should be 
that the national economic as well as 
political interests must be served ade¬ 
quately. 

Appraisal 

XCESS foreign exchange reserves 
are a problem but not as serious as 
the shortage of Forex. In fact, 
shortage of Forex is a very grave 
situation which needs to be ad- 
diessed to immediately. Abundance 
of foreign exchange, on the other 
hand, does reflect a certain degree of 
complacency so far as its availability 
IS concerned 

The policy options suggested 
above need to be implemented care¬ 
fully as these can boomerang if en¬ 
forced unmindfully. For example, 
further dev aluation of Indian rupee 
would put undue pressure on infla¬ 
tion rate, a phenomenon already baf¬ 
fling Indian economists. Such a step 
may also hinder the flow of foreign 
capital to India, if foreign investors 
see this as an unstable economic con¬ 
dition for investing in India Similar¬ 
ly, in an effort to reduce the 
inflationary impact of excess foreign 
exchange reserves, if less money 
supply is made available to the 
economy, foe interest rates in the un¬ 
organised sector may go up, adverse¬ 
ly affacting the economic interests of 
the country. 

The options, therefore, are only 
indicative. Based on foe above sug¬ 
gestions various other alternative 
policy measures can be devised by 
the government in such a manner as 
to ensure proper utilisation of excess 
Forex reserves on foe one hand, and 
serving the economic interests of the 
country in the most effective manner 
on the other. Rather than taking 
short term measiues, it would be ap¬ 
propriate if long term measures are 
taken. Hme is ripe for such dfective 
measures and any further delay 
could complicate tlie problem. 
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W A yARNTNG 
M # bells have 
started ring- 
W w ing in in¬ 
dustry due to tlw Supreme 
Court order which caused 
30 industrial units in West 
Bengal to close down in 
early February for non- 
compliance with the 
prescribed environmental 


Environment and Forests 
(MEF) under Mr Kamal 
Nadi is tightening its hold. 
The very fact that so many 
large projects have been 
held up shows that the 
ministry is serious. In¬ 
dustry finds that it must 
now take care to fulfil its 
social responsibility, at 
least towards the environ- 


Environment and 
Business in India 


As business expands and 
mors and more companies 
sntar India, thanks to the 
open economy, a new con¬ 
cern has emerged — the 
environment 

Industry has thus put en¬ 
vironment on priority Hat 
to a large extent because 
of stricter laws, better im¬ 
plementation, and the In¬ 
tervention of the Supreme 
Court in public Interest 
cases.. 

This feature makes an in- 
dapth study of environ¬ 
ment pollution and the role 
of industry as also the af- 
facta of strictbr environ¬ 
ment laws and public 
opinion, at dmas over an- 
thuaiastie, on Industry. 


standards. Also in the 
news were some large and 
prestigious projects like the 
Thapar-DuPont nylon 
project, the Tata Group's Rs 
20 crore Chilka aquacul¬ 
ture project in Orissa, the 
Sterlite Group's Rs 1000 
crore copper smelting 
project, the Konkan Rail¬ 
way project, the 500 MW 
Dahanu Power Plant and 
the Rs 9500 crore Dabhol 
Power Project being put up 
by Euron Development 
Corporation of the US. 

For long considered to 
be important, environmen¬ 
tal laws can simply not be 
ignored any longer. And it 
is important that industry 
fulfils its environmental 
protection obligation so 
that our natural resources 
are not degraded to a point 
of no return. With 
economic liberalisation, it 
is imperative that foreign 
investors bring in clean 
technologies and that India 
is not burdened with dis¬ 
carded technologies of the 
West. 

Indeed, the Ministry of 


ment. "My ministry is 
committed to an environ¬ 
mentally friendly industry 
in India", says Mr Kamal 
Nath. 

This was, however, not 
always the case. If the min¬ 
ister was committed, the 
government was not. The 
example of Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi, who had her 
wings clipped as minister 
for environment, showed 
that the government con¬ 
sidered environment mat¬ 
ters as cosmetic and 
half-serious. Not so any 
longer. Today, the environ¬ 



ment ministry does not just 
talk of pretty trees arid 
tigers; its concerns are 
much larger. 

In fact, India has 
among the finest bodies of 
environmental laws in the 
world. Among'these; the 
Water Pollution Control 
Act 1974, the Forest (Con¬ 
servation) Act 1980, the Air 
Pollution Control Act 1981, 
and the Environmental 
Protection Act 1986. The 
Factories Act was 
amended in 1987 making it 
mandatory for hazardous 
manufacturing units to 
submit a disaster manage¬ 
ment plan and an environ¬ 
ment impact assessment. 
The amendments also 
made the non-executive of¬ 
ficers like chairpersons of 
companies to be liable for 
prosecution in case of an 
accident. 

Environment Audit 

The environment audit 
introduced last year, along 
with the national environ¬ 
ment tribunal bill and the 
Public Liability Insurance 
Bill, are further strengthen¬ 
ing of the government's 
powers. Taken together, 
these laws can enforce «i- 
vironmental discipline on 
any industrial unit. Unfor¬ 
tunately, they were just 
taken as a piece of legisla¬ 
tion on paper. With the 
result, vast lands in the 
country have been reduced 
to stinking wastelands. Ih- 
dustiy pumps out filth at 
alarmine rates in rivers 
and fielru, such that action 
plans to clean them up end 
up being usel^. though 
the laws are ideal,! their im* 
ple^ntation has been 
weak, provisibzu in 
laws have renu^raxi 
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only on paper or have been 
twisted out of shape. The 
government's attitude has 
been to appease by enact¬ 
ing la^s. 

Laws & Their 
Implementation 

If the Water Pollution 
Act, the Air Pollution Con¬ 
trol Act and the Environ¬ 
ment Protection Act arc 
taken together, polluting 
units can be closed, or their 
water and electricity supp¬ 
ly discontinued. But these 
clauses were never in¬ 
voked by the implement¬ 
ing agencies, which are the 
State Polluting Control 
Boards 

Such is the track record 
of these boards that they 
have acquired the sobri¬ 
quet of "pollution causing 
boards" 

The laws were 
entrusted with ineffective, 
untrained and sometimes 
corrupt staff, who did not 
have any commitment 
towards controlling pollu¬ 
tion. Members appointed 
to these boards have moie 
to do with politics than 
preservation of the en¬ 
vironment 

The most glaring ex¬ 
ample of the inefficient 
functioning of these boards 
is that a few weeks bd^ore the 
%opal gas tragedy, the pol¬ 
lution control equipment of 
Unioi Carbide Limited had 
been granted a clearance by 
die Madhya Pradesh Pollu- 
ticxi Control Board. 

The Misuse 

Several provisions of 
the acts are also being 
misused or misinterpreted, 
which defeat die very ob¬ 
jective of the laws. The En¬ 
vironment Protection Act, 


for instance, allows for 
community action against 
companies responsible for 
polluting the environment. 
A 60-day notice is required 
to be given to the state pol¬ 
lution board before filing a 
suit against the industrial 
unit This provision is often 
misused. A notice may 
never be given if the people 
do not know the law, and 
they would thus not be 
able to go to court. But 
even if a notice is given, the 
boards simply ignore it 

Tlie evidence required 
to convict a polluting in¬ 
dustry in terms of air and 
water samples has to be 
collected by the board 
authorities This means 
that an unwilling board 
can stall the proceedings 
by not taking samples at 
all 

Likewise, the Factoncs 
Act stipulates that submit¬ 
ting a detailed disaster 
management plan is man¬ 
datory for hazardous units, 
which must be produced 
on demand by any mem¬ 
ber of the public Yet, this 
never happens Even 
public sector companies 
flout this provision and the 
law remains only on paper 
No individual can ever ob¬ 
tain the disaster manage¬ 
ment plan, which in many 
cases is not available. For 
many units, the Official 
Secrets Act is invoked and 
the stock reply is given that 
it is not in the public inter¬ 
est to know these things. 
Nuclear plants and power 
projects have traditionally 
done this kind of 
stonewalling. 

Public Intorast 
Litigation 

It is perhaps because of 


this that public interest 
litigation has entered the 
area of environmental 
protection 

Several successful 
cases have resulted from 
this, the latest one being 
the closure of as many as 30 
industrial units. Bas^ on a 
public interest litigation 
filed by enviionment 
lawyer Mr MC Mehta, the 
Supreme Court has 
directed the Central Pollu¬ 
tion Control Board to in¬ 
spect these units and 
prepare a status report of 
the installation of pollution 
control devices. It this was 
not done, a fine of Rs 5000 
per day would be imposed 
or they would be shut 
down completely. 

Seven thermal power 
stations and some steel 
plants have also come 
under scrutiny 

With a strict environ¬ 
ment ministry, better en¬ 
vironmental activism and a 
positive Supreme Couit, 
industry is in tor a tough 
time. 11 cannot afford to put 
up projects which will 
harm the environment 

Critics however point 
out that stopping or delay¬ 
ing a few' big projects is un¬ 
likely to help—there is a 


With a strict 
environment ministry, 
better environmental 
activism and a , 
positive Supreme 
Court, industry is in 
for a tough time, it 
cannot afford to put 
up projects which will 
harm the 
environment. 
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Today, business in 
poor countries like 
India can be regulated 


large sthall scale sector 
which continues to pollute 
the natt’.ral resources of the 
country. Tanneries, dyeing 
units, chemicals and other 
industries pollute rivers, 
ponds and fields. As they 
earn foreign exchange, 
how can they be control¬ 
led? 


through levers of aid, 
trade and debt to the 
extent of what must 
be manufactured, how 
it must be 
manufactured and 
whether it can be 


traded at all. 
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Moreover, if projects of 
large investors are 
delayed, it is likely to send 
a wrong signal to foreign 
investors who may 
withdraw from the 
country. 

For the government 
which is counting on in¬ 
flow of foreign capital, 
being labelled as an en- 
vironmen tally-extremist 
regime will indeed be 
counter productive. 

The Multi-National 
Companies (MNCs) and 
foreign investors who 
bring capital into India will 
not bring-in clean tech¬ 
nologies, out of a love for 
the country. If they can 
have their way, foreign in¬ 
vestors will get in outdated 
technologies of the West 
which can be obtained 
cheaply. These tech¬ 
nologies have been banned 
in the West because of strict 
environmental laws and 
are re-located to poor 


. * "r 



countries. 

To give just one ex¬ 
ample, a company ob¬ 
tained know-how to 
manufacture H-acid, a dye 
intermediary, and set up a 
factory in Udaipur district. 
This technology was 
banned in the West as it 
was known to pollute 
water resources. Today, the 
groundwater of several vil¬ 
lages has been poisoned 
and people have lost their 
livelihoods. The factory 
was shut down sub¬ 
sequently, but this just goes 
to show that the foreign in¬ 
vestor has no regard for the 
environment of the host 
country. 

Foreign Trade 
Vs.Environment 

It is only the im¬ 
plementation of stricter 
laws that will force cleaner 
technologies to be brought 
in the country. 

Rather than sending 
out negative signals to the 
foreign investors, the 
government should thus 
seek out the investor inter¬ 
ested in harnessing clean 
processes. The policies 
should be geared to getting 
in environment-friendly 
technologies rather than 
running after foreign capi¬ 
tal. The example of African 
countries and its degraded 
envinmment should be an 
eye opener to India. 

But it is not only 
foreign investment that 
needs to be tied with en¬ 
vironment protection. 
There are a number of 
other international con¬ 
cerns which affect busi¬ 
ness. 

Today, business in 
poor countries like India 


can be regulated through 
levers of aid, trade and 
debt to the extent of what 
must be manufactured, 
how it must be manufac¬ 
tured and whether it can be 
traded at all. , 

In recent times, we 
have seen trade sanctions 
against countries who do 
not fall in line. Environ¬ 
mental concerns and 
human rights are in fact 
closely linked to business. 
Indian exports of carpets 
may be banned because of 
the employment of child 
labour. 

T 

India's refrigeration 
industry is going through a 
period of uncertainty as it 
must stop using chloro- 
fluoro-caihons (CFCs), as 
part of an international 
agreement to limit the use 
of ozone depleting sub¬ 
stances. 

The signing of the 
Montreal protocol, which 
calls for phasing out of 
CFCs by 2010, has put the 
refrigeration industry in 
jeopardy. The industry 
had invested in importing 
technologies from the West 
in the 1970s. Today they are 
being told to phase the 
technology out. This 
means that Oie companies 
must once again approach 
the West for ozcme-friendly 
technologies. This may be 
an unending cycle and our 
industry may be depend¬ 
ent on the West forever. 

A Consj^iracy? 

Environmentalists 
point out diat if the West is 
serious about the envinm- 
ment, why does it not share 
the new technologies with 
poor nations? Why ^ould 
companies ' in poor 
countries pay .for'latest 
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technologies? It is also 
pointed out that such a sys¬ 
tem will never result in 
business enterprises in 
India to become totally in¬ 
dependent. 

There may thus be 
some truth in the argument 
that there is a conspiracy of 
the Western nations to 
keep us forever dependent 
on them. If today it is 
refrigeration, tomorrow 
there may be other in¬ 
dustries whose processes 
may be declared environ¬ 
mentally harmful by the 
international community. 

All this makes talk of 
"global concerns" quite 
hollow. If the ozone hole is 
a global concern, why are 
the multinationals attach¬ 
ing strings to sale of the 
technologies? Surely en¬ 
vironmental concerns 
should go beyond com¬ 
mercial interests. 

Patents Act 

The patent regime and 
protection of intellectual 
properties also comes in 
for criticism. Environmen¬ 
talists say that having 
destroyed their own 
biological diversity, the 
rich genetic heritage of the 
poor nations is sought to be 
made a "common resource 
of humankind". But what 
comes out of this resource 
through scientific research, 
becomes the private 
property of multinational 
companies. Poor nations 
will have to pay royalties 
to use medicine resulting 
from research, which may 
be based on their own 
plants. Our bio-diversity 
then becomes a commem 
resource while scientific 
progress is exclusively the 
pn^>erty of rich nations. 


Witii die patenting of 
genes and plant' varieties, 
resources will increasingly 
become the property of 
multinationals. While food 
production of poor nations 
will go into the hands of 
MNCs, who will dictate 
how to produce and what 
to produce, patenting of 
living resources will erect 
barriers to entry into cer¬ 
tain branches of produc¬ 
tion 

Poor nations like India, 
which cannot spend heavi¬ 
ly on research, will be left 
out cold. As part of the 
WTO, Indian companies 
cannot produce medicines 
that have been developed 
abroad. There are fears that 
the Indian drug industry, 
especially the medium 
scale units, will not be able 
to survive, while MNCs 
will enjoy benefits of their 
own research. 

'The whole approach", 
says Ms Mcdha Patkar, en¬ 
vironmental activist, "is to 
provide a licence to continue 
unabated the destruction of 
natural resources for 
private profit, and then to 
rely on commercial tech¬ 
nology to "clean up" the 
damage, again for profit". 

Thus, even though the 
West talks of protecting the 
environment, commercial 
interests dominate their 
thinking. At the same time, 
the declining terms of aid, 
trade and d^t against the 
poor countries, will cause 
the environment to 
degrade further in these 
countries. 

• As economies open up, 
the poor countries take on 
more debt; to pay of which 
more exports are needed. 
Poo' countries export more 
and more (rf thek biomass 


goods, at declining prices. 
This leads to overproduc¬ 
tion beyond the capacity of 
the land, r^ulting in In¬ 
creasing degradation. 

Problem of 
Dumping 

This is not all. Foreign 
aid which comes into the 
country also comes with 
invisible strings. Those re¬ 
late to exports by the West 
of their wastes, toxic or 
otherwise. 

Recently, environmen¬ 
talists raised a cry about 
the import of cowdung by 
India from Holland 
Western countries produce 
excess waste but do not 
have the land resources to 
dump it, and poor nation.s 
like India end up receiving 
it. The Basel convention 
bans trade of toxic wastes 
but it is very much a reality 

Activists thus point 
out that the government 
may be serious about 
saving the environment, 
but can it rise above com¬ 
mercial interests'^ The Min¬ 
istry of Environment and 
Forests (MEF) may stall a 
few high profile projects of 
multinational companies, 
but can it stand up to inter¬ 
national pressures? 

International protocols 
have been signed without 
considering their long term 
effects, says Suman &hai, 
convener of the Gene Cam¬ 
paign. Even India's food 
production has been 
mortgaged, she says. "The 
first link in India's food 
supply, seed production, 
will shi ft to a signiticant ex¬ 
tent under the control of 
fbieign companies." 

The government 
comes under ftre on other 


Environmentalists 
point out that if the 
West Is serious about 
the environment, why 
does It not share the 
new technologies with 
poor nations? Why 
should companies in 
poor countries pay for ‘ 
latest technologies? 
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may hide more than it may 
reveal. It is doubtful that 
the government can actual* 
ly find polluting units by 
.studying these audit 
reports. 

Which just goes to 
prove the charge of the en¬ 
vironmentalists—that in¬ 
dustry is not socially 
responsible. If it had its 
way, as it has been having 
for so many years, it will 
keep consuming resources 
and polluting the environ¬ 
ment as if there was no 
tomorrow. And looking at 
the track record of in¬ 
dustry, this seems true. 


, >s«,^ hW -*>, ^ ' V ■» W 

-C ^‘7> \ . '*'* 

W « * ^ \ s, V . , . ' *' V 

•- •* ',"*^11. W ‘t^iK ^n.^J.»• » Vi, ^ ■' 

project can help in cleaner 
cities. 

Another company, 
DCM Shriram Con¬ 
solidated, makes cement 
from v'astes at its Kota 
plant using French tech¬ 
nology. This has led to in¬ 
crease in the company's 
revenue, besides adding 
another product to its 
range. The cement thus 
produced is stated to be of 
superior quality than con¬ 
ventional cement. Recy¬ 
cling of paper, plastics and 
metals has resulted in in¬ 
creased profits for rruiny 
companies. 


counts too. It is only now 
that the MEP is doing 
something about polluting 
industries but for years it 
had turned a blind eye to 
them. Even now it is taking 
action against a few units 
only which gets them 
publicity. "It should actual¬ 
ly be renamed Ministry of 
Industry", says Mr M.C. 
Mehta, who has been fight¬ 
ing public interest cases. 
The role that Mr Mehta is 
playing against polluting 
units should actually be 
performed by the govern¬ 
ment, it is pointed out. 

Instead of keeping 
track of polluting units and 
enforcing laws, the MEF 
has taken recourse to 
bureaucratic ways of intro¬ 
ducing numerous schemes 
designed to get them 
publicity. Many of these 
schemes have been half 
baked and have not got off 
the ground. One was to in¬ 
troduce the "Ecomark" to 
be granted to products 
which were environment- 
friendly. After the initial 
excitement, nothing has 
been heard about the 
scheme. 

Environment Audit 

A more recent example 
is that of the environment 
audit, which has been 
made compulsory for large 
units. 

Though on pdper the 
scheme is good and can 
Strengthen the powers of 
die government to control 
polluting industries, the 
audit is seen as another ir¬ 
ritant for industry. Con¬ 
sultants are hired who can 
get die audit done, for a fee. 
tiHe the financial audit, the 
enil^nment audit too is 
op(i^.to manipulation and I 


The Silver Lining 

Yet, not all industry 
can be clubbed as one. 
Many companies have 
taken to recycling and en¬ 
vironmental engineering 
with dramatic results. 
Western Paques has signed 
memoranda of under¬ 
standing with municipal 
authorities to generate 
power from 'municipal 
waste. Apart from the 
benefits of power, the 


Recycling Saves 

Industry is also dis¬ 
covering that though in 
some cases the capital cost 
of recycling equipment is 
high, it can be recovered in 
no time. 

The hotel industry too 
has discovered that it pays 
to recycle. Hotels' sudi as 
the Cariton in Kodaikanal 
and the large chains such, 
as Welcomgroup, .Taj and I 
Oberoi's, have taken up I 


recycling programmes. 

The Carlton spent Rs 
12 lakhs to put up a sewage 
treatment plant, which 
recycles all its wastewater. 
The recycled water is 
pumped back to the wash¬ 
rooms and gardens are ir¬ 
rigated by the kitchen 
water. Not only do cost 
savings result but the hotel 
gets an image boost too. 

RoleofNGOs 

Other industries have 
also taken up environmen¬ 
tal * initiatives. The 
plywood industry, paper 
industry, and Wimeo, the 
producer of matches, have 
taken up afforestation of 
degraded lands. The 
government finds that this 
is one way by which 
private investment can be 
invited into afforestation 
schemes while industry 
too is assured of resources 
over the long term. 

Industrialists agree 
that industry is not doing 
all it could or should. But a 
major difference of opinion 
lies with the environmen¬ 
talists, or the "voluntary 
sector", which has been 
pressing for more and 
more laws. 

Activists criticise the 
industry, but have not been 
able to come up with solu¬ 
tions except for micro level 
experiments. Funding, 
both from foreign 
countrie^nd our own, has 
been available to activists 
to hold seminars, publish 
magazines and make 
speeches. 

Talking about environ¬ 
ment has ^u$ became big 
busine^. Urban Non- 
Goyemment Organisa- 
tipiMi feove 
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Q. 1. What does the preamble of Indian Constitution 
signify? W^t are the various objectives signified by it? 

Ans. Preamble of Indian Constitution reflects the true 
spirit and philosrahy of flie Indian polity Althoi^ the 
preamble of the Constitution is not enforceable itself by 
law, yet in case of any clarification on any issue, the courts 
concerned do read the relevant provisions with the 
preamble so that the spint behind a particular provision 
or article is brought about clearly. In this manner, am¬ 
biguity of any provision or article is removed The 
preamble, as amended in 1976, is as under 

“WF, THE PbOPLF OF INDIA, having solemnly 
resolved to tonslitute India into a SOVFRFIGN 
SOCIAI 1ST SFCULAR DFMOCRATIC REPUBLIC, and 
to secure to all its citi/ens 

JU&nCL, social, economic and political, 

LIBERTY of thought, expression, belief, taith and wor¬ 
ship, 

LQUALITY of status and opportunity, and to prov ide 
them all, 

FRATIRNITY assuring the dignity ot the individual 
and the unity and integrity of the Nation, 

IN OUR CONSinUI-m assembly this twenty 
sixth day of November, 1949, do HEREBY ADOPT, 
FNACT AND GIVI TO OURSFIVFS THIS CONSlIlU- 
TION" 

The picamble reflects the philosophy and the nature 
of Indian democracy as a sovereign, democ rata republic, 
where the head of the State is elected, and also the socialist 
and scculai character of the Constitution Second most 
important aspect signified by the Constitution pertains to 
the fundamental rights and basic liberties assuted to all 
the citi/ens Rule of law ensuring social, political and 
economic fustice is another important ingredient And 
finally the preamble of the Constitution promises dignity 
of the individual and unity and integrity of the country 
The preamble also brings about several objectives of 
Indian Constitution Historically speaking, the Con¬ 
stituent Assembly on January 22, 1947 adopted a resolu- 
tum which outlined the obje^ves of Indian Constituhon 
to be drafted by them as under 

(a) To proclaim Indn as an Independent Sovereign 
Republic, 

(b) To have a federahon of several States of India, 

(c) To have clear demarcation of powers and authority 
among the States and the Union, 

((f) To derive all flie power and authority frean the 
people of the country, 

(e) To ensure justice and oflier fundamental rights to 
the prople, 

ff) To provide adequate safeguards for mlnonties, 
backward classes and backward and tribal areas, 

(g) To maintam the integnly of the territory of the 


nahon,and 

(h) To promote ttie world peace and welfare of 
mankind ^ 

All the objectives reflected in the above mentioneci J 
resolution have been fully covered m flie preamble. The'g 
objechves of a representative democracy, a republican 
system, undisputed sovereignty of the country, social 
equality, polihcal and economic justice, liberty, socialistic ^ 
soaety and integrity of the temtoiy have all been in¬ 
cluded in the preamble As a result, the objechves or 
philosophy of Indian Constitution is no diiiferent horn die 
objectives signified by the preamble 

Q 2. What have been the achievements of India in 
the field of literacy? What further steps are required to j] 
be taken to improve the literacy in die coonfay? (P-150) 

Ans. Education has been very high on the agenda of 
the Union and State Government, right from the days of 
independence A positive correlation n die litetaqr 

and overall economic development is iccognised by die 
entire wot Id Similarly, a positive correlahon between 
female litoracv and good pre-natal and post-natal care it 
also universally accepted Being a major determinant of 
socio-economic development, it has been established by 
several UNESCO studies that a stabilised adult literacy 
level of 70 per cent is a positive indicabon of universtt 
primal y education and a critical threshold for economic 
growth The achievements of India in the field of literacy 
have been quite encouraging, considenng die fact th^ 
most of the population resid^ in the rural and interior 
areas Numixir of primary schools, which was 2,09,671 in 
1951, increased substantially to 5,72,541 in 1993 In case of 
higher cducahon the increase m educational mshtutuma 
has been outstanding and the number of colleges to 

g eneral education rose diastically, fiom 370 to 5,3M, 
uring the same jTenod Number of universities also in¬ 
creased from 27 in 1951 to 119 in 1993 During the same 
period, die number of professional colleges increased 
from 208 to ovet 1500 

Assisted by the phenomenal growth of educational 
instihitions and other measures taken by the government 
the literacy rate has also progressed rapidly This rate waa 
atapoor 18 33 pci centduring 1951, rose to 43 56 per cent 
in 1981 and was at 52 21 per cent during the latest censmt 
m 1991 Literacy rate for females exclusively was, hoW^>l^ 
ever, at much lower level and during the above mentioned 
jTcriods It was 8 86 per cent, 29 75 per cent and 39 29 jjef' 
cent respectively during the above mentioned years Eved 
tn these figures, there are wide variations in diffoienj* 
States as well as rural, tnbal and urban areas Literacy rate ) 
among females in rural and tribal areas is even less 

Universalisation of primaiy educahon and umveeso) 
adult education are the two important objectives of die 
Eighth Plan in the field of educahmi A committee was ^ 
constituted by the National Development Commissions^ 
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(NDC) to look into the education scenario and make 
recommendations on improvement of literacy rate. The 
broad recommendations of the NDC Committee are as 
under 

(fl) Structural aspects of the elementary education 
shoidd be strengthened by making Operation Blackboard 
flexible, low priced availability of the facilities, encourag¬ 
ing the voluntary agencies to open primary schools, open¬ 
ing of new primary schools m geographically diflicult 
areas, tribal areas, areas with more concentration of 
scheduled caste population and finally, more recruitment 
of women teachers in primary schools, so that their per¬ 
centage ranges from 60 to 80 by the year 2000 AD. 

(b) Second set of recommendations pertained to the 
general improvement in pedagogical aspects of elemen- 
taiy education. It includ^ adoption of differential cur¬ 
ricula in ditferent geographical areas, suiting the local 
needs and requirements in addition to a standard 'core' 
curriculum, conduct of non-formal education through 
"learning clubs" and making the evaluation system truly 
responsive and purposive. 

(c) Third set of recommendations concerned the adult 
education. It was recommended that there should be a 
structural linkage between the national. States and district 
level infra-structures and organisational stiucture.s. 
Moreover, National Institute of Adult Education should 
be given a free hand with relation to preparation of study 
material, training and research All tne States and Union 
Territories were called upon to prepare distiict action 
plaitt to eliminate illiteracy by the year 2000 AD. 

' (d) Outlay for elementary education and adult educa¬ 
tion in the successive Annual Plans should not be less than 
50 per cent of the total outlay on Education. 

(e) Panchayati Raj institutions should be suitably em¬ 
powered in this field and village education committees 
should be properly strcngfliened. 

(f) With a view to generate more n*sources speciticaliy 
for education sector. Union and State (.Governments 
should consider levying an "education cess" on several 
urban and rural revenues, incomes and even properties 

Q. 3. What arc the major recommendations of the 
Rangarajan Committee on disinvestment of govern¬ 
ment shares in the Public Sector Enterprises? Do you 
think that the ongoing process of reforms of Public 
sector has yielded positive results? 

Ans. One of the policy measures adopted by the 
government, for revamping the Public Sector Undertak¬ 
ings (PSUs) has been steady disinvestment of government 
equi^ from selected PSUs. The main aim of this policy is 
to privatise the share holding in some PSUs upto a certain 
limit, thereby providing private control over their 
management, it was expected that the private control 
would bring about efhciency in the working of these 
enterprises. A subsidiary aim of this policy was to 
ncrate funds for the government of India which could 
used to fund the planned developmental activities. 
Upto the end of 1992-93 a sum of about Rs 5000 crore had 
been disinvested, after which two more rounds of disin¬ 
vestment have already taken place. To streamline the 
|»ti 0 ceBs of disinvestment after tne initial experience, the 


government constituted a Committee im Disinvestment 
of Shares in Public Sector Enterprises under the chairman¬ 
ship of Dr. C. Rangarajan. The following are the main 
recommendations of the Rangarajan Committee Report: 

{a) The Committee recommended that the overall 
policy of disinvestment should be in conformity with the 
industrial policy. In case of the industries reserved for the 
public sector, 49 per cent equity should be dtsinvested 
while in case of all other industries, disinvestment should 
be to the tune of 74 per cent. 

(b) Instead of a year-wise adhoc plan target of disin¬ 
vestment a clcarcut long term plan of disinvestment 
should be worked out. 

(c) The valuation of shares should not be based purely 
on commercial considerations but special circumstances, 
like past focus on social responsibilities, should also be 
considered. 

(d) Ten per cent of the proceeds of disinvestment may 
be set apart by the government for lervding to tlic PSUs on 
concessional rates to meet their expansion and moder¬ 
nisation plans 

(c) The (.Government should constitute a standing 
committee on PSU disinvestment to oversee the overall 
action plan for reform.s, restructuring, disinvestment as 
well as monitoring and evaluation of the progress made. 

(/) A scheme of preferential offer of shares may be 
drawn up for the workers and employees at the l%Us 
concerned 

(if) In addition, a number of steps are required to be 
undertaken including setting up of an independent 
Regulatory Commission. 

As on March 31, 1993, there were 245 Central PSUs, 
excluding insurance companies and financial institutions. 
During 1W2-93, out of 2.v operating PSUs only 131 were 
in pront and total profits of profit making enterprises rose 
from Rs 6079 crore in 1991-92 to Rs 7346 crore in 1992-93, 
an increase of 20 8 per cent However, the losses of loss 
making enterprises also went up from Rs 3723 crore to Rs 
3951 crore during the same period. The overall rate of 
return over the capital employed in the public sector, 
which had been around 2 ^r cent during the past one 
decade, increased to 2.43 per cent during 1992-93. One of 
the major causes for poor performance of PSUs during the 
past several decades has been overstaffing and to control 
and mend it, a Voluntaiy Retirement Sclwme (VRS) has 
been introduced for the CJentral PSUs, which has also been 
adopted bv several State PSUs. For this purpose and also 
for overall protection of the interests of the workers 
engaged in me PSUs, a "National Renewal Fund" (NRF) 
was set up in 1992 for assisting the employees in retrain¬ 
ing, redeployment and counselling. Payment of ex-gratia 
to the workers retiring under the VRS are also made out 
of the funds of NRF. 

The process of PSUs reforms was initiated inl992and 
it woulo be highly unreasonable to expect immediate 
results in fliis regard. The process has started showing 
some results and It is expected that in the yean to come 
the results would be mote diKendble. 
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Argumentative Questions 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 

Reserve Bank of India Grade ‘B’Officers Examination held in Augijst1994 


Q. Explain the merits and 
demerits of the joint family. What is 
its position in India today? 

Ans. A joint family provides a 
direct, unbroken link to one's lineage 
and culture. It serves as a launching 
pad for future generations to build 
upon the family occupation. It 
provides both emotional and finan¬ 
cial security to its members as they 
arc ail joint sharers in the common 
property and inheritance. A joint 
family acts as a shock absorber and 
support system in limes of “tress, 
tragedy and sundry setbacks It 
chalks out a clear-cut course on 
which to pattern modes of thinking 
and behaviour, time-tested by 
preceding geni*i ations With the ever- 
increasing high cost of living, a joint 
family ensures that its members live 
in relative comfort and security— 
something that would not be pcMi.sible 
if the family were to break up and 
maintain separate nuclear dwellings. 
In cases where both p.irents work, it 
is the grandparents who impart 
familial values and stability to the 
youngest generation, ensuring that 
not just their wants but their needs 
too are met 

The negative aspects of a joint 
family set-up are. lack of individual 
growth, freedom and privacy. All 
major decisions are made by the 
family patriarch and have to be 
obeyed despite misgivirigs. The in¬ 
stitute of family is ail-important, 
rather than individualistic desires or 
wishes. 

This goes against basic human 
nature. Abo nobi^y is created equal. 
So, when undeserving members get 
to share the fruits of one member's 
labouc it causes friction and resent¬ 
ment. A lot of people; living in close 
prokiAtity, brm their own power 
games, which is i\.Qt a healtny en¬ 


vironment for children to grow up in 
A joint family set-up also expects a 
ritualistic obedience to a routine, 
mode of dress, diet and conduct, 
which is totally out of synchronisa¬ 
tion in a society increasingly opening 
up to other cultures. 

Regarding the position of the 
joint family in India—it has become 
more the exception rather than the 
rule, especially in urban areas. Migra¬ 
tion of young men and subsequently 
women for education and employ¬ 
ment to urban centres has affected the 
residential integrity of the traditional 
residential household This, com¬ 
bined with the reluctance of the 
elders to leave their ancestral homes 
to join their children results in more 
and more nuclear set ups Also, with 
the taste of freedom that education 
and a personal pay packet bnngs, 
daughters-in-law are no longer will¬ 
ing to share their domain with other 
relatives. In small towns and rural 
areas too, the pattern of family life is 
increasingly becoming nuclear in 
residence and in routine decision¬ 
making but joint in ethos and in 
making long-term decisions. 

Q. Explain the problem of 
Scheduled Tribes in India. Evaluate 
the measures undertaken for their 
uplift. 

Ans. Most of the tribal problems 
centre around the economy. As the 
traditional activities of the STs are 
food gadiering, pastoral, shifting hill 
cultivation, and handicrafts, their 
alienation from their forest lands has 
aggravated the problems. Poor soil 
and primitive method cultivation 
have enhanced the heavy pressure on 
land and an ever growing populahon 
has not helped. Moreover, poverty, 
indebtedness and the mala fide 
mechanism of outside settlers, has 
led to the STs becoming tenants 


where earlier they were the tcaditioa* 
al owners. The gradual extensiem of 
the authority of die government over 
forest areas and its produce, has fup- 
thcr divested the tribals of their 
rights. Afforestation programmes in¬ 
volving replanting with commercial¬ 
ly viable trees that are of little use to 
the tribals has also created resent¬ 
ment. Big irrigation projects, mines 
and refineries established in tribal 
areas has led to large scale displace¬ 
ment of the native population while 
no rehabilitation programme is fol¬ 
lowed sincerely. Poverty and poor 
food habits contnbute to malnutri¬ 
tion among the children and pre^ 
nant mothers ultimately leading to 
increased susceptibility to nsorbid 
conditions. Poor sanitation condi¬ 
tions, personal hygiene, lack ^ safe 
potable water lead to major healfti 
problems caused by waterborne fun¬ 
gal and bacterial infections. Educa¬ 
tion attainment among STs is 
dismally low, especially amongst die 
women. Early girl marriage too is 
rampant, done mostly for the bride 
price and to enhance fertility rate. But 
this combined with extremes of 
magico-religious misbeliefs and 
taboos prevents any real develop¬ 
ment from taking place. Even within 
the STs, a stratification is taking 
place—one layer comprising the 
"vocal", "privileged", who utilize all 
the benefits and concessions meant 
for the tribals as a whole; and the 
lower layer comprising the ignorant, 
who are exploited by their better- 
placed brethren. Politicians too are to 
DC blamed for exploiting the STs as 
votcbacks. With no consistency being 
maintained by the States regarding 
reservatiort quotas despite ftie 
Supreme Court verdict, it breeds its 
own discrimination. 

Various constitutional and Hve, 
Plan measures have been taken for 
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the upliftment of the STs. The Nation¬ 
al Commission for SC and ST was set 
up in March 1992 to look into the 
atrocities committed against these 
communities as well as to monitor 
the safeguards provided to them. 
Some States have set up their own 
commissions. Article 29 of the Con¬ 
stitution makes specific provisions 
for the protection of minorities— 
namely that no discrimination 
should be made on the basis of 
religion, race, caste, language or any 
of them when it comes to the right to 
conserve one's culture, language and 
script, right to education and to State 
assistance. 

A number of States, like West 
Bengal, have extended special 
facilities to tribal communities in the 
context of use and exploitation of cer¬ 
tain forest products with which their 
economy is intimately connected. 
Now emphasis is given to social 
forestry keeping in view the popula¬ 
tion neixls. 

On a general level, the Tribal Sub- 
Plan (TSP) strategy is adopted, which 
comprises (a) Identification in a State 
of Development Projects (ITDPs) 
With a view to adopting therein an 
integrated and project-based ap¬ 
proach for development; (b) earmark¬ 
ing of funds for the TSP and ensuring 
flow of funds from the Central and 
State Plan sectoral outlays and from 
financial institutions; and (c) creation 
of appropriate administrative per¬ 
sonnel policies. The TSP has, overall, 
a two-fold thrust: firstly, socio¬ 
economic development of tribal areas 
and secondly that of the tribal 
families. 

Concrete steps have been taken 
in the form of a 7.5% job reservation 
for STs laid down by the Supreme 
Court; improvement of the primitive 
cultivation methods used by the 
tribais by teaching them the merits of 
terrace cultivation, high-yielding 
varieties of seeds, transformation of 
subsistence farming into peasant 
farming by raising marketable 
surplus and reducing distress sale 
ana the quantum of procured deficit 
by tnbal farmers. Psycho-social fac¬ 
tors as well as the labour-abundant 
economy of the tribais has been taken 
into consideration before any 


mechanisation of their farming prac¬ 
tices. Education schemes have been 
taken up with greater fervour by 
motivating the STs to seek education 
of their own free will. 

A mere legislative and ad¬ 
ministrative approach to the tribal 
problem is not enough, as evidenced 
by the failure of most of the develop¬ 
ment schemes to date. The answer 
lies in the fundamental issue of im¬ 
parting awareness and knowledge of 
the various facilities available to the 
STs, prevention of their exploitation 
by vested interests, giving them the 
element of choice regarding what 
customs and aesthetic cultural ele¬ 
ments they should retain, eliminate 
or absorb from their and other cul- 
ture.s. 

Q. Throw light on the progress 
of urbanisation in India since Inde¬ 
pendence and discuss the conse¬ 
quent problems that have emerged. 

Ans. Since independence there 
has been an ever escalating tendency 
to urbanisation, as evidenced by cen¬ 
sus figures. The urban population in¬ 
creased from 62.4 million in 1951, to 
78.9 Mn in 1961; 109.1 Mn in 1971; 
159 5 Mn in 1981 to 217.6 Mn in 
1991—a straight jump of 36 5 p.c. in 
just a decade. 

The increase in number of towns 
too show a corresponding rise. Class I 
Urban Agglomerations (U.A.s)/towns 
with a population of 100,000 and 
above have increased from 2.7% in 
1951 to 8.2% in 1991. Class II U.A.S 
(50,000 to 99,999) have increased 
from 10% to 10.9%; Class III (20,000 to 
49,999) from 11.7% to 25.7%; Class IV 
(10,000 to 19,999) from 21.7% to 
31.4%; Class V (5,000 to 9,999) and 
Class VI (less than 5000) show a 
decrease—40.2% to mi% and 20.4% 
to 5.1% respectively, as increase in 
population has merged them with 
preceding categories. 

Suffice it to say that since we at¬ 
tained our freedom, India has be¬ 
come progressively urbanised. And 
with urbanisation, especially the lar¬ 
gely unplanned growth that we face, 
has emerged a whole gamut- of 
problems. Towns have grown into 
cities and cities into metropolises 
withbut adequate provision being 


made to house the ever increasing 
influx of migrants from rural areas 
who come to cities in search of money 
and a better way of life. Which is 
ironical considering that half of 
Bombay's population lives in slums, 
breeding disease and disorder and 
death rate in it is about 20% higher 
than the rest of MaharaShtra. The 
number of }huggis in Delhi have in¬ 
creased from 98,709 in 1981 to 
2,59,344 in 1991, with more than 
70,000 migrants living on pavements. 

This kind of population puts its 
own pressure on a city's civic 
amenities. For instance, (he drainage 
system and the water supply The 
water of the Yamuna has been 
categorised as E, i.e it is unfit even for 
animal consumption Overworked 
municipal corporations cither don’t 
collect garbage or dump it anyhow 
The recent plague scare was one such 
outcome of excessive, unplanned ur¬ 
banisation. 

On the psychological level ur- 
banLsation promotes a consumerust, 
materialistic culture, where the ac¬ 
quiring of status symbols becomes 
the norm With slums and high-rise 
buildings existing cheek by jowl, the 
rich-poor divide is brutally high¬ 
lighted. It is a fact that the rout of 
urban crime are the slums, where 
migrants live with their shattered 
dreams. 

With urbanisation comes in¬ 
dustrialisation or vice versa: which 
adds to the environmental degrada¬ 
tion in terms of pollutants. With ci ties 
sprawling into suburbs, miles away 
from the city centre, motorised 
vehicles become a necessity emitting 
their own gases. Need for power to 
run homes, factories and oBices leads 
to construction of thermal plants, 
which are a pollution hazard in them¬ 
selves. 

City life with its frenetic pace, 
breeds its own stress problems—no 
Indian, especially an urban 
dweller—can call Himself absolutely 
healthy. The electronic media, a 
symptom of urbanisation, is slowly 
becoming pervasive, cutting into so¬ 
cial relationships. Sophisticated 
labour-saving gadgets, another 
hallmark of an urban life, breed a 
lazier citizim. If on the one hand cities 
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man from the conservatism of 
the village and enrich his life by im* 
parting urbaniW, civility and diver* 
sity to it. On the other hand, cities 
breed poverty and dehumanise and 
depersonalise its citizens. Invariably, 
cultural and civilizational contours 
get imprinted on the faces of the 
cities. A basic reorientation is needed 
so that all this urbanisation docs not 
boomerang on any progress made so 
far 

Q. Evaluate the contribution of 
the World Bank in the development 
of developing countries. 

Ans. The World Bank was 
founded in 1944 with the basic task of 
long term lending lor reconstruction. 
Since its inception, the WB has 
financed 6000 projects with $ 300 bil¬ 
lion—all pertaining to development. 

It does not merely lend money so 
that the developing countries can 
clear their debts incurred, but rather 
it only lends money once it is con¬ 
vinced that the country concerned is 
adopting a corrective policy that will 
enable it to be stronger four to live 
years down the read. It funds projects 
that would ultimately lead to stable 
economic growth and poverty al¬ 
leviation. Other than monetary help, 
the WB also provides Fechnicai assis¬ 
tance until the project gets underway. 
This also serves the twin purpose of 
ensuring loan recovery. 

With most Third World countries 
still on the threshold of industrialisa¬ 
tion, WB assistance in the rural sector 
has led to increase in food production 
and other agricultural products for 
local consumption and exports 
through the use of modern agricul¬ 
tural machinery, diversification of 
crops and modern methods of cul¬ 
tivation. Construction o£>dams and 
main distributary canals have also 
been made possible. The WB had 
sanctioned $ 3.5 billion for the Sardar 
Sarovar project before it witirdtew it 
on human rights violatiim grounds. 

Assistance is also given for 
sundry projects like fisheries, 
forestry, agriculture research, kxten- 
Siem, credit and rural community 
develofitnent On the humanitarian 
level, loarts are given for pronaoting 
healA and nutritional pi^rammes 


as well as basic education. Accq^ting 
that "development has no meaning 
unless it brings a better, fuller and 
mote productive life to the masses in 
the poor countries", the WB especial¬ 
ly targets its assistance to benefit the 
small, marginal and landless farmers, 
which constitute the majority in most 
developing countries—the latter is 
benefited throuth employment op¬ 
portunities. Realising galloping 
population figures in the Third 
World to be another obstacle in the 
road to progress, the WB also 
provides assistance for family plan¬ 
ning programmes. It believes that to 
stimulate economic growth, it is 
necessary to promote social 
development. Projects related to 
human resource development have 
been financed in urban areas as 
well 

Q. Write short notes on: 

(a) Vicious circle of poverty: 
Most of India's poor live in the 
BIMARU States, which are also the 
most populated. The poor have more 
children in order to have more earn¬ 
ing members, but more the mouths to 
teed, the more it cuts into their 
meagre earnings, bringing them back 
to where they started. Also, a low 
income leads to small savings, so low 
investment, which in turn brings 
meagre returns and a status quo. 
Poverty arises out of inequality and 
lack of development and also causes 
and sustains it. Barely able to survive 
from day to day, the poor have 
neither the time nor the inclination to 
educate themselves. Illiteracy in turn 
separates them from any develop¬ 
ment, which in turn breeds more 
poverty. 

(Ii) Importance of literacy: 
Literacy imparts a sense of empower¬ 
ment over one's life, especially in the 
case of women. It opens up the doors 
to the knowledge of odier people and 
cultures, both past and presort, lead¬ 
ing to a more well-rounded per¬ 
sonality and a more scientific 
temperament that cuts througli the 
barriers of myth and superstition. 
Literacy also cuts through toe man¬ 
made obstacles of taste, creed and 
colour, oisuiing equality denied by 
birto. In developing countires like 


India, literacy is crucial for popula* [ 
tion control and for the adoption pf 
technolc^ies that would bring us on 
par with toe rest of the world. 

(c) Electoral refonns: In order to 
check bogus voting it has been made 
compulsory for every voter to pos-’j^ 
sess an identity card. To reduce poll 
violence. State governments have 
been asked to tighten local law and 
order outfits, identify sensitive 
trouble-prone areas and habitual ^ 
criminals and to unearth illicit arms I 
and liquor factories To regulate poll ' 
expenses, IT commissioners have ; 
been involved as observers to I 
monitor poll expenses incurred m ' 
cash or kind as worked out on the 
basis of agreed norms. Other reforms'' 
include punishment of government ; 
officials for acts of omission and com¬ 
mission during poll duties and 
prohibition of the announcement by ; 
any government of concessions to 
any category of voters during the 
run-up to an election. An all-out ef-' 
fort IS on to bridge the hiatus between i 
prescription and prcicticc of electoral i 
reforms. 

(d) Problems of European 
countries: The last decade in Europe 
.saw perestroika and glasnost shatter 
a country not used to liberalisation, 
namely the erstwhile Soviet Union, 
as also the distinct emci^cnce of its 
satellite countries from communism 
to socialism. Even today intcrmithml 
wars and inter-ethnic strifes are the 
order of the day, taking a heavy toll 
on life and property The unification 
of Germany in 1990, though making 
it a major power in Europe, has bred 
resentment amongst the former 
Westerners at having their lifestyles 
and economy stretched by the influx 
of the not so affluent Easterners. The 
objective of common currency, ‘ 
citizenship and defence envisaged by . 
the European Community (EC) * 
countries, too seems to be running j 
into rough weather, as the euphoria ' 
of creating a single European market - 
fizzles outt With the Xenophobia ’ 
gripping the masses in the major EC 
countries like Germany, France, Den- ' 
mark and even Britain, the realisation ' 
of all objectives of unification seems 
uncertain. 
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Improve Your Word Power 


' 1. anomy: (a) hopelessness (b) suffocation (c) agree- 

jrinent (d) negotiations. 

2. bunk: (a) contradict (h) construct (c) vanish 
'{(Q plead. 

r, 3. contrite: (a) proud (b) depressed (c) bankrupt 

repoitant. 

L 4. debonoin (a) delicate (b) cheerful (c) disgusting 
funny. 

5. exculpate: (a) free {b) differentiate (c) criticise 
{ (d) applaud. 

I 6. foment: (a) drown (b) sink (c) arouse (d) save. 

1 7. gusto: (a) safety (b) pride (c) submission (rf) zeal. 

- 8. hegemony: (a) leadership (b) explanation 

^ (ic) slavery (d) n^yalty. 

9. impel: (a) imprison (b) expel (r) urge (d) expect. 

10. kiosk: (a) tunnel (b) open-structure (c) garage 
(d) play-ground. 

11. lewd: (a) obscene (b) sacred (c) hopeful (d) crazy. 

12. minion: (a) boss (b) monster (c) scholar (d)subor- 
^ dirtate. 

13. ordeal: (a) reward (b) decision (c) arbitration (d) 

strain. 

14. proxy: (a) pioneer (b) learner (c) substitute 
. (d) Kcident 

15. querulous: (a) complaining (b) calm (c) careless 
. (d) thoughtful. 

16. revile: (a) praise (b) abuse (r) ignore (d)impre.s.s. 

17. vitiate: (a) explain (b) describe (c) conceal (d) 
^oil. 

18. willy-nilly: (a) voluntarily (b) arbitrarily (c) per- 
‘ force (d) summarily. 

1. . 19. xenophobia: (a) operation (b) resignation (c) fear 

freedom. 

20. zonked: (a) rejected (b) exhausted (c) dejected 
' (d) derailed. 

ANSWERS 

I . . . . . . 

1. anomy: (a) hopelessness, breakdown (of rules). 
-—Indian officials working abroad find it hard on 
\iKtuin to cope with the disorder and anomy of their offices 
. Bthome. 

''' 2. bunk: (c) vanish, make off, disappear. 

—It has become a fashion among students to bunk 
.tfldr school or college occasionally. 

3. contrite: (d) repentant, penitent, sorry. 

—She was contrite the morning after her angry out- 
iMust. 

, ' 4. debmioir. (b) cheerful, self-assured. 

'if —He strolled about, looking very debonair in his 
^d^ant new suit. 

5. «:Ko]pate: (a) free (from blaihe), clear. 
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—^After the enquiry report was made public, every 
officer tried to exculpate himself and shift all the^lame to 
others. 

6. foment: (c) arouse, increase (trouble or discon¬ 
tent). 

—Rumours take no time to foment discord and ill- 
feeling among different communities. 

7. gusto: (d) enthusiasm, zeal. 

—Both the old and the young were seen dancing and 
singing in choruses with great on the New Year Eve. 

8. hegemony: (<i) leadership. 

—^The fears that India is out to establish her hegemony 
over her neighbours are unfair and unfounded. 

9. impel: (c) urge, force. 

—Ordinary people can sometimes feel impcUai to go 
great lengths in pursuit of their convictions. 

10. kiosk: (b) open structure (for newspapers, 
refreshments etc.) 

—One can find a number of unauthorised kiosks near 
a bus-stand or a public place. 

11. lewd: (fl) obscene, indecent, lustful. 

—^The latest trend in Indian films to depict laod scenes 
or gestures is not going to last long. 

12. minion: (d) subordinate, assistant. 

—The minions of a dictator or a powerful politician can 
do more harm to the society than the master himself. 

13. ordeal: (d) strain, trial, painful experience. 

—^For the ordinary people, travelling in India is more 
an ordeal than a pleasure. 

14. proxy: (c) substitute, agent. 

—It is hoped (that) elections with photo-identity cards 
may help in curbing the evil practice to vote by proxy. 

15. querulous: (a) irritable, complaining. 

—^Somc people are in the habit of expressing their 
ordinary problems in a querulous tone. 

16. revile: (b) abuse, malign. 

—In a democracy, we have no right to revile our op 
ponents. 

17. vitiate: (d) spoil, contaminate, weaken. 

—^Haphazard growth of industries has already vitiated 
the environment or our towns and cities. 

18. vrilly-nilly: (c) perforce, inescapably, willingly or 
unwillingly. 

—^Under the new economic order, we have to accept 
ttie philosophy of liberalisation toilly-nillyT 

19. xenohobia: (c) fear, dislike (of strangers or for¬ 
eigners). 

— An indiscriminate exploitatirm of tribes lead to 

-xenqpbobta with (^isastrous results. 

20. zonked: '(b) exhausted, very tired. 

—^Having working in two shifts withOuta break,' tfeel 
utterly zoKlxd now. - . f 
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- CAREER 

Hotel Management and Tourism 


Industry Scenario 

Tourism industry is one of the 
fastest growing sectors in India at 
present The policy of globalisation 
has had a direct impact on the inflow 
of foreign tourists and as against a 
total number of 1 77 million foreign 
tourist arrivals in the country during 
1993, the annual number of tourist 
arrivals is expected to soar to 6 
million by turn of the century To 
achieve this goal, the Eighth Plan has 
envisaged an ambitious outlay of Rs 
39,000 ciore, which is equally spread 
among the public and the private 
sector 

In 1993, there were less than 500 
appioved hotels in the country botli 
in public as well as private sector 
(Appioved hotels are those which arc 
approved by the Government as 
standard hotels to host foreign 
tourists) The total availability of 
rooms in these appioved hotels was 
about 45,000 and another about 200 
such hotels were under construction, 
aiming at raising the total availability 
of rooms to about 60,000 lo cater to 
the 6 million foreign touiists, the 
capacity of approved hotel rooms is 
required to be doubled by the year 
2000 AD 

According to one estinfate, only 5 
per cent of the total manpower, 
employed in the hospitality mdustry, 
is properly trained. To meet the 
challenge offered by the anticipated 
spurt in the number of tourists in next 
five years, there is urgent 
requirement of properly trained 
pr^esslonal manpower at 
managerial, supervisory and catering 
levels. 


Career Prospects 

Careers in tourism and hotel 
industry ate m various categories vtz, 
management, catermg, supervising, 
house keeping, front office 
management and travel In addition, 
this industry also offers immense 
potential for self-employment m the 
form of own units, consultancy, 
training and specialised outdoor 
catering lobs in the house keeping 
arc meant for such candidates who 
have aptitude and interest in interior 
decoration and have an eye for 
details This job, along with the job of 
front office management and 
I eception, is usually more suitable foi 
female candidates, although there is 
no such bat officially The traits 
required for front office and reception 
job are pleasing personality, excellent 
personal communication skills, 
tactful handling and knowledge of a 
few foreign langua^ Besides, there 
are several other hades within the 
industry, including cooks, stewards, 
waiters, account clerks, store keepers 
etc, which need different experience, 
qualifications, training and traits 
Transport management is a new area 
emeiging on Indian hotel industry's 
hoiuon TVansportation of tourists 
from sea port or airport to the hotel 
concerned, in a professional and 
efficient manner, ensuring the 
comfort and convenience of the 
guests, IS an area that requires 
specialisahon m itself 

The fact that hotel and tounsm 
industry operates 24-hour a day and 
there IS no scope for making any 
mistake, makes the career in this 
Inhere one of the most challenging 
ona. There are certain unique 


advantages offered by this career. 
The young candidates who opt for 
this career get the opportunity of 
being with several celebnties in all 
walks of life The nature of duties also 
adds glamour to the working 
environment Moreover, in additicm 
to good quality of life, the career also 
offers attractive compensation 
package, good working environment 
and outstanding opportunities of 
giowth to the hardworking and 
efficient workers 

Acquiring Qualifications 

To get into hotel and tourism 
industry, one has to get a three-year 
diploma in hotel management from 
govemment/private run institutes or 
one to two year post graduate 
degree/diploma course in tourism 
administration from one of Uie few 
universities offering such course, cw a 
diploma or certificate course from 
anv of the food craft institutes 

National Council for Hotel 
Management and Catering 
Technology, a Goveinment of India 
organisation, has 17 Government 
sponsored Institutes of Hotel 
Management, Catermg Technology 
and Applied Nutrition at 
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Bhopal, 
Bhubaneswar, Bombay, Calcutta, 
Chandigarh, Delhi, Goa, Gurdaspui; 
Gwalior, Hyderabad, Jaipur, 
Lucknow, Madras, Srinagar and 
Thiruvananthapuram These 
institutes carry out three-year 
diploma course in Hotel 
Management; every year and most of 
the candidates are selected from the 
campus itself by die chains of big 
hotels. For admission to these 
institutes, the candidates must have 
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'passed 10+2 or equivalent 
examination in any academic or 
vocational stream widi English as a 
compuslory subject. As the entrance 
examination is held in April/May 
every year, even those candidates 
awaiting the final result of -t 2 
examination are eligible, fiowever, 
before getting admitted, they have to 
produce the proof of their having 
passed the examination. 

While making admi.ssions to the 
17 institutes, usual 15 per cent 
reservation is kept for the Scheduled 
Caste (SC) and 17 5 per cent for 
Scheduled TVibe (ST) candidates. The 
upper age limit is 22 years for the 
general category candidates while it 
is 25 years for the reserved categories 
The admissions are finalised by 
conducting a joint entrance 
examination for all the 17 institutes, 
followed by a personal interview. 
The entrance examination is 
objective type (multiple choice 
answers) in nature. The 
advertisement for the joint entrance 
examination appears in most of the 
leading national and regional 
newspapers, usually in the month 
of January. The candidates arc 
tested in the following aspects: 

(ft) Reasoning and logical 


(a) Reasoning and logical 
deduction ability. 

(b) Numerical ability and 
scientific aptitude. 

(c) English language. 

The medium of instruction for (a) 
and (b) above can be in English or 
Hindi. On the basis of the 
performance of the candidates in the 
written examination, they arc called 
for interview which are held at Delhi, 
Bombay, Madras, Calcutta and 
Lucknow. Final selection of a 
candidate depends on the 
performance in the written 
examination as well as personal 
interview. Due weightage is given m 
the interview to the personality, 
communication skills, speech, extra, 
curricular activities and sports. 

A diploma in Hotel Ma^genumt 


from any of the institutes of Hotel 
Management, Catering technology 
and Applied Nutrition is considered 
to be the best instrument to enter into 
a career in Hotel Management. In 
addition to the above, several private 
institutes also offer diploma courses 
in hotel management. Recently, 
several universities have also started 
carrying out post-graduate degree 
and diploma courses in tourism 
administration, which arc broader in 
course content and aim at imparting 
education on ali aspects of tourism 
admini.stration. In addition to the 
universities, Indian Institute of 
Tourism and Travel Management, 
located in Delhi and Jhansi, also 
carries out post-graduate 
programmes in tourism and travel 
management. Big hotels have also 
started training the candidates in 
Hotel Management, with the 
condition that the candidates joining 
their training institute have to enter 
into an agreement/contract that after 
completion ot training they would 
serve the said hotel for a minimum 
prescribed period. This arrangement 
assure*! a goixi job immediately on 
completing training. 

For careers at middle and lower 
levels, there are several Food-cratt 
I astitutes in the country which conduct 
training courses at the craft and skill 
level. These courses are for 3 months to 
one year duration and matriculates are 
eligible to join these courses. The 
training is imparted in development of 
skills at the level of cooking, .serving, 
house-keeping, accounting, etc.. 

How to qualify? 

To get admitted to any of the 
Government sponsored institutes, 
candidates have to pass a joint 
entrance examination which is 
conducted as an all-India 
competition. To take the examination 
the candidates must prepare 
themselves thoroughly in all spheres 
of the competition, including the 
English Language, numerical 
ability/scientific aptitude and 
"reasoning and logical deductions. 


Howsoever strong one may be 
academically, it may be difficult to do 
well in the competition without 
making special preparations for all 
three disciplines. Good amount of 
exercise and practice, therefore, is 
essential to be confident in 
attempting the entrance examinatfon. 
There is a mu.shroom growth of 
magazines which provide material 
on reasoning, numerical ability and 
English Language but one of the 
oldest and most reliable of the lot is 
the Competition Master, which 
regularly provides ample material in 
every Issue to the candidates .ind 
through its features like Tests of 
Reasoning, Test of Engli.sh language 
and Numencal Ability, a candidate, 
particularly the fre.sher, gets 
adequate exposure to the kind oi 
questions he/she is likely to be 
confronted with. Experience in 
solving these questions not only 
provides with the required 
self-confidence in the candidates but 
also provides an insight into the 
procedure to be followed while 
solving such question.s 

It is advisable to try and solve 
such questions appearing in atleast 
the last twelve is.sues ot thi.s 
magazine Due attention must be 
paid in finding out the method u.sed 
to arrive at the correct .solutions, 
whidi is invariably explained in case of 
complicated and typically difficult 
questions. To supplement the efforts 
substantially it is nxrommended to go 
through the book titled "Test of 
Reasoning", published by M/s 
Khanna Brothers Publishers, 
Chandigarh. In addition to knowing 
how tosdvesuch quantitative ob^ive 
type questions, it is essential to develop 
desired speed to solve all the questkms 
with hif^ degree of accuracy, wifoin the 
stipulakxi time period. 

Well planned studies, right 
choice of study material, regular 
practice and self-confidence would 
not only help in the written 
examination but would also ensure 
success in the personal interview. 
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The Biosphere 


B efore the coming of life, the 
Earth was a bleak place, engulfed 
in thin band of gases—^largel^ carbon 
dioxide, carbon monoxide, molecular 
nitrogen, hydrogen sulfide, and 
water vapour. It was a hostile and 
barren planet. This strictly inorganic 
state of the Earth is called the geo¬ 
sphere; it consists of the lithosphere 
(the rock and soil), the hydrosphere 
(the water), and the atmosphere (the 
air). Energy from the Sun relentlessly 
bombarded the surface of the primi¬ 
tive Earth and in time—millions of 
years—chemical and physical ac¬ 
tions produced the first evidence of 
life, formless, |elly-like blobs that 
could collect energy from the en¬ 
vironment and produce more of their 
own kind This generation of life in 
the thin outer layer of the geosphere 
established what is called the bio¬ 
sphere, the "zone of life" < 

The biosphere is a system charac¬ 
terized by the continuous cycling of 
matter and an accompanying flow of 
solar energy in which certain large 
molecules and cells are self- 
reproducing. Water is a major 
predisposing factor, for all life 
depends on it. The elements carbon, 
hydrogen, nitrogen, oxygen, phos¬ 
phorus, and sulfur, when combined 
as proteins, lipids, carbohydrates, 
and nucleic acids, provide the build¬ 
ing blocks, die fuel, and the direction 
for the creation of life. 

All life on Earth depends ul¬ 
timately upon green plants, as well as 
upon water. Plants utilize sunUght in 
a process called photosynthesis to 
produce the food upon which 
animals feed and to provide, as a by¬ 
product, oxygen, which most 
animals require for respiration. At 
first, the oceans and the land$ were 
teeming with large numbers df a few 
kinds of simple single-celled or¬ 
ganisms, but slowly plants and 
animals of increasing complexity 


evolved. Interrelationships developed 
so diat certain plants gr^ in associa¬ 
tion with certain other plants, and 
animals associated with the plants and 
with one another to form communities 
of organisms, including those of 
forests, grasslands, deserts, dunes, 
bogs, rivers, and lakes. 

The nonlivmg, portion of each 
ecosystem in the biosphere includes 
the flow of energy, nutrients, water, 
and gases and the concentrations of 
organic and inorganic substances in 
the environment The biotic, or 
living, portion includes three general 
categories of organisms based on 
theii methods of acquiring energy; 
the primary producers, largely green 
plants, the consumers, which include 
all the animals; and the decompasers, 
which include the microorganisms 
that break down the remains of 
plants and animals into simpler com¬ 
ponents for recycling in the bio¬ 
sphere Aquatic ecosystems are those 
mvolving marine environments and 
freshwater environments on the land. 
Terrestrial ecosystems are those based 
on major vcgetational types, such as 
forest, grassland, desert, and tundra 
Particular kinds of animals are as¬ 
sociated with each such plant province. 

The flow of energy in the Bio¬ 
sphere : A unique characteristic of 
life is that it is an oiganized system 
capable of creating more order from 
less order This seems contrary to the 
general trend of the universe, in 
which there is a tendency to move 
toward maximum disorder as ex¬ 
pressed in the second law of ther¬ 
modynamics. Life results from the 
steady-state, or balanced, situation in 
which there is a flow of energy from 
the Sun to the Earth and then to the 
cosmic cold of outer space. Ibe first 
law of fiiermo-djmamics, the consor- 
vaticai of energy, states that eneigy is 
neither created nor destroyed but 
remains constant for the universe. It 
does not indicate how eneigy is 
transformed but only that all the 


eneigy within the system must be 
counted for. ‘11 

In order for sunlight to organtSi|l^ 
life on Earth, it must irradiate tm sui^ 
face with electromagnetic feequen-i 
cies harmonious with the peculia^ 
chemical bonds of otganic mmecidak>1 
Whereas the short-wave ultiavidAt^ 
rays, gamma rays, and X ra3i8 atv] 
destructive to oiganic molecules, aiul| 
the long-wave infrared radiation isn 
absorbed and dissipated as heat, ttwl 
near-ultraviolet and visibl^^ 
wavelengths interact well with moif’^ 
ter to stimulate the formation ofi| 
bonds and the arrangement of or-■ 
ganic molecules 

The single most important^! 
photochemical reaction in the wcvld.< 
IS phutasynthesis, the union of caib-' 
on dioxide and water in plants,,, 
through the interaction of sunli^i 
and chlorophyll molecules. In m* 
photosynthetic process, light 
IS absorbed by chlorophyll to convert 
carbon dioxide and water into car>- 
bohydrate and oxygen. This photo¬ 
chemical event is a stepwise procesft 
by which electrons are energized 
within the chlorophyll molecule and 
raised to higher energy levels widt ' 
the formation of carbohydrate. 

The intensity, as well as the com-^' 
position, of the sunlight irradiating 
the Earth's surface is important fo 
life The tremendous amount of sidaif f 
energy incident upon the Earth's,' 
outer atmosphere each day is dis- « 
tributed unevenly over the world,' 
with the greatest amount of solar 
radiation reaching the desert regional 
and the least amount reaching dut j 
polar regions, where the slanted raysf' 
of the sunlight tiirough the atmos-,^ 
phere are long. Temperate regions tif<, 
the world, where food crops adSt; 
grown, receive an intermediate; 
amount of'solar ladiation, but a sub-' 
stantial fraction of this sunlight is; 
received during the winter, whenj 
temperatures are too low for maxi¬ 
mum plant growth. When intense)' 
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‘ winter cold grips the Arctic 
^ landscape, there is little light and no 
' plant growth; only higher members 
' of the food chain, biras and mam* 
' mals, move about the land In the 
tropics, temperatures are warm and 
constant throughout the year; the 
’ land is irradiated by sunlight more 
evenly throughout the seasons and 
, plant growth is abundant. Although 
desert regions receive by far the 
greatest amount of sunlight, the lack 
of water limits plant productivity. 

Only about25 per cent of the sun¬ 
light reaching the ground is in 
wavelengths useful for photosyn¬ 
thesis, and only a fraction of useful 
light is available to green plants. 

Organisms utilize heat energy as 
well as light. All plants and animals 
i must remain in reasonable energy 
I balance. A plant leaf has a tempera- 
I hire that depends upon the amount 
i of radiation absorbed, the flow of air 
' over its surface, and its rate of 
transpiration, or gas exchange The 
temp^ature a plant leaf assumes for 
any set of environmental conditions 
is of giwit importance to the plant, 
since all chemical reactions, includ¬ 
ing photosynthesis, are influenced by 
temperatures. A plant is coupled to 
its environment through the ex¬ 
change of energy, gases, and 
nutrients. 

A warm-blooded (homeother- 
mic) animal remains in energy 
balance with approximately a con¬ 
stant body temperature. It moves 
about in its environment in such a 
manner that the amount of radiation 
it absorbs, the amount of energy it 
exchanges by convectional heating or 
cooling, and the quantity of energy it 
consumes by respirational water loss 
and evaporative cooling are such that 
its body temperature remains within 
a narrow range. A cold-blooded 
animal, on die other hand, has much 
"less control over its body tempera¬ 
ture. It nevertheless seelu the com¬ 
bination of radiation, air 
temperature, wind speed, and 
huniidity diat will result in an ener^ 

I flow diat is compatible with its boefy- 
temperature limits. 

The cycling of matter in the Bio- 
. sphere : Ail life depends upon die 
cycling of matter (nutrients and 


water), as well as upon the flow of 
energy. Clearly, no organism can 
row, propagate, and continue its 
ind for millions of generations 
without replenishing the elements 
that support it. Like birth and 
growth, death and decay are rules of 
the living landscape. Even the purely 
physical world has its cyclic proces¬ 
ses' of evaporation and condensation 
of water and the rise and erosion of 
rocks. In contrast to die unidirection¬ 
al flow of energy through the ecosys¬ 
tem, whereby simlight is absorbed by 
plants and heat is emitted to space at 
every conversion of energy from the 
eaten to the eater, any living and most 
nonliving entities emerge from the 
surhice of the Earth only to return to 
their original point of origin in one 
form or another Such a movement is 
called a biogeochcmical cycle, in ref¬ 
erence to the biological and geologic 
phases of chemical substances, im¬ 
pelled by the Sim's energy. 

The carbon and oxygen cycles: 
The total biosphere contains ap¬ 
proximately 20 quadrillion (2 x 10**^ 
tons of carbon, mostly in the form of 
inorganic carbonates in the rocks and 
oceans, and in organic fossil fuel 
deposits such as coal, oil, and natural 
gas. The atmosphere contains 7 xio’’ 
tons of carbon in the form of carbon 
dioxide, and the green plants of the 
world contain 4.5 xlO** tons as car¬ 
bohydrates and other organic com¬ 
pounds. The exchange of carbon 
dioxide with the atmosphere by 
means of photosynthesis and respira¬ 
tion in plants results in a net an¬ 
nual productivity of the land of 
about 2.5 X10^° tons per year and of 
the oceans of about 2 x lO’® tons per 
year. During the daytime, photosyn¬ 
thesis often produces a 12 per cent 
drop in atmospheric carbon dioxide 
in the vicinity of plants, but at night, 
respiration by soil bacteria, plants, 
ana animals often produces a 25 per 
cent increase in carbon dioxide con¬ 
centration near the ground. 

Another gas of enormous sig- 
niflcance to life is oxvgen, which is 
cycled between tiie lithosphere, the 
atmosphere, and the biosphere. 
Plants are primarily responsible for 
the presence of atmospheric oxygen 
through the photosyntiietic pocess. 


Oxygen in metabolism and in the 
production of energy-rich phos¬ 
phorus bonds provides tiie power for 
all higher forms of life. Although 
oxygen is utilized within cell con- 
stituoits such as mitochondria for the 
release of energy, other cellular 
bodies called peroxisomes appear to 
protect the cell from too much 
oxygen, which would result in 
destruction ot the cell Hence, in tiie 
oxygen cycle .some organisms utilize 
the gas, some must be protected 
against it, and some generate it, all at 
the same time. 

The nitrogen cycle: The atmos¬ 
phere contains nearly 80 per cent 
nitrogen. Ironically, most green 
plants are unable to use free nitrogen 
and must have it converted to .soluble 
compounds of nitrogen, such as am¬ 
monia (NI li), nitrite (NCh), or nitrate 
(NCh), which can then be taken up by 
their roots and the nitrogen con¬ 
verted into amino acids and plant 
proteins. The Earth's primitive at¬ 
mosphere apparently contained am¬ 
monia, so the necessity for 
conversion of nitrogen into soluble 
products (nitrogen fixation) did not 
arise until more recently Nitrogen 
fixation, or nitrification, is performed 
by a few species of microorganisms. 
The reverse process—by which 
soluble compounds of nitrogen are 
reduced to mdccular nitrogen (N 2 )—is 
called denitrification and is ac¬ 
complished by other microorganisms. 
Microorganisms that decompose the 
remains of dead plants and animals 
reduce amino acids containing 
nitrogen to ammonium ions and 
other products. This process is 
known as ammonification. The rate 
at which nitrr^en fixation removes 
nitrogen from the atmosphere is al¬ 
most balanced by the rate at whidi 
denitrification returns nitrogen to the 
atmosphere. (The largescale and 
widespread use of fertilizers by 
humans may be upsetting this 
balance, however.)« 

The water cycle: water is a ubiq¬ 
uitous and unique substance neces¬ 
sary for life <xi ^rlh. Water in liqukl 
and vapour stetes in the atmosphete 
regulates arid ameliorates the 
climates of the Earth. Life began in 
the oceans, evolved in the waters of 
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tfie world, and spread upon the land; 
yet life has always remained depend* 
ent upon the availability of water. 
The relative distribution and 
availability of water on the land 
determines the vegetative character 
of the landscape. Water erodes and 
sculpts the roc% surface of the Earth, 
transports nutriente and sediments, 
and forms the lakes, swamps, rivers, 
and seas. Sun-heat evaporates water 
from land and sea into the atmos¬ 
phere, where it is transported with 
the global circulation of air and 
precipitated onto the surface as rain 
or snow. 

The topography of continents 
and islands afiWts very strongly the 
precipitation pattern of the Earth. 
Windward mountain slopes are wet, 
as warm moist air rising cools and 
condenses its moisture as rain or 
snow. The leeward sides of moun¬ 
tains are dry, since the moisture has 
already been wrung from d\e air on 
the other side of the divide, and the 
air moving down ttie leeward face 
warms, thereby retaining whatever 
moisture it still has. Semiarid regions 
with sparse vegetaticm often occur to 
' the lecside of mountain ranges. Cold 
polar ice caps have relatively low 
precipitation since very cold air can 
contain little moisture. Deserts 
generally occur where the air is 
stable. The trade winds move toward 
the equator from cooler latitudes, 
picking up moisture and heat as they 
go; hence the coastlines of southern 
California, Mexico, and Chile are 
relatively dry, and the equatorial 
regions are wet 

Water has amazing properties, 
particularly when compared with 
most other forms of matter known in 
nature, diat make it chemically and 
physically suitable for life. It is a liq¬ 
uid at ordinary temperatures, con¬ 
tracts on cooling down to 4* C (39‘’F), 
then expands on further cooling to 
die freeing point at 0^ (32‘*E). Stolid 
water, or ice, is thus less dense than 
liquid watN and floats on water. The 
fact diat wata expands on freezing 
makes it a powerful ageht ICor the 
breakdown and fragmentation of 
rode into soil particles. Water warms 
im ItSB apidly and in turn cools more 
sTowly man ofliev substances. Lakes 


and oceans, dierefom, haw'a dif¬ 
ferent temperature from the adjoin¬ 
ing landmasses, with a seasonal lag. 
Water tends to hold dissolved 
material in solution and also has die 
greatest surface tension of any 
known liquid. Moist air is less dense 
dian dry air and rises above it, con¬ 
tributing to die weather dynamics of 
the atmosphere. 

Taken over the world as a whole, 
the horizontal distribuHon of mois¬ 
ture must always add up to zero—the 
amount of water falling as predpita- 
don is equal to the amount of water 
vapour taken up by evaporation. For 
any single region of the world, how¬ 
ever, there may be a water surplus or 
a water deficit, differences that are 
theoretically balanced ocean cur¬ 
rents or river runoff. The Northern 
Hemisphere, for example, has an ex¬ 
cess precipitation over the Southern 
Hemisphere, and the difference is 
redistributed by means of ocean 
currents. The drier the continent, 
the smaller the fraction of the an¬ 
nual precipitation that runs off. 
Australia and Africa, as a whole, are 
relatively dry continents in which 
large areas are covered by deserts 
and more than 75 per cent of the 
annual precipitation is lost through 
evaporation. 

The sedimentary cycles of es¬ 
sential minerals: While many ele¬ 
ments give rise to gaseous 
compounds that are significant parts 
of biogeochemical cycles, some ele¬ 
ments in the biosphere cycle priman- 
ly through water transport and 
sedimentation in bodies of water. For 
any soluble but nonvolatile com¬ 
pound a natural cycle is only possible 
when life is involved, since otherwise 
the compounds wash from the land 
to die rivers and oceans, where diey 
remain in the sediments. Green 
plants pick up die compounds in the 
nutrient-rich soil water and convert 
diem into plant cells where they may 
be passea to animals in the food 
chain; they eventually return to die 
soil through death and decay of 
plants and animals. Some com¬ 
pounds soluble In water are carried 
into the atmosphere by water 
evaporation and returned to the sur¬ 
face in rain. 


'■■ ■ ■■ 1 ■ III II 

The elements calcium, pol 
slum, silicon, and magnesium 
have important biological roles in' 
biosphere. Magnerium, for insi 
is an essential element in 
chlorophyll molecule, and calcii 
and silicon help form the hard pi 
of shells, bcHies, and teeth of anii 
Iron, manganese, and sodium 
present in oi^nisms in minute, 
trace, amounts, but nevertheless 
vitally important. As mentioned 
tier, phosphorus is probably die 
important element among those 
form nonvolatile compounds, 
deficiency of phosphorus is mi 
often responsible for poor cr< 
production. Free phosphorus as su« 
is not found in foe atmosphere. If 
were not for green plants absof ' 
Its salts from the soil and trai 
ing it to the leaves, phosphl 
would not rise above die surface 
the ground. So it is also for trace 
ments such as iron and mangi 
some trace elements such 
vanadium, cobalt, nickel, and mol; 
denum are found primarily 
aquatic plants, since foey accumulal 
in bottom sediments. 


Phosphorus is soluble in 
waters, under special environment! 
conditions it is bound up as caldut!^ 
phosphate or iron (ferric; phosphfit 
Phosphorus is extremely scarce in d 
lithosphere, concentration normal 
being 1,050 parts per million. 

f ;reat supplies of phosphorus as 
ound in bird guano, foe excrement c 
fish-eating gulls, cormorant 

E eiicans, and penguins, on foe 
inds and in foe ocean s^iments i 
foe coast of Peru. Artiflcial, or i 
cal, fertilizers are made from phi 
phate rocks and marine phospnat. 
Great quantities of these phos^foat 
are used in detergents and waw inl( 
lakes and streams. Such phoq}lial 
enrichment creates rapid and 
sive growfo of algae, especially 
blue-green algae. Increased de* 
and respiration result in oxygt 
depletion of foe water and foe M 
focation of more sensitive species j 
fish, usually foe game firii. This 
richment process, called eutrophfe^' 
tion, usually results in a simpt 
animal and {xant community, a me 
tening of the food web, and a ' 
stable ecosystem. 
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OBJECnVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


i 

' The qtinttottb given heloio have been selected from the follow- 

'' ing papers 

i (1) Inspa. tor<i of Central Excise, Income-tax etc exam held 

on the 27tli hlop '94 

(2} B S RB Probationary Officers' exam held on the 5th 
Feb '95 

(3) Public Service Commission, Kerala exam for clerks 
held recently 

‘ We an giateful to Mi Mihtt Kr Biswas ofNatagaih (WB ), 
Mr Ulna Shankar Singh of Cnidili(Bihai) and Ml K MohdBashit 
' of Malappurani (Keiala) for stndtng these questions by memory 
retention 

1 Till* 'Sepaialist' system iit lepicsentation by various 
' relieinus communities and othci croups was a piomment 
' fntureofthc 

(a) Indian Councils Act, 1861 

(b) Cjov ei nment of India Act, 1919 

’ Jc) Government ot India Act, 1935 

^d) Indian Independence Act, 1947 

2 The National Institute ot Community flevclopment 
IS located at 

(a) llangalote (li) Madias 

(r) Pant Nagai Hyderabad 

3 Lxp>sing the evploitive nature of the British lule in 
India resulting in the poverty ot the Indians, the 'Diain' 
theory was pioneered by 

(«) C Y Chintamani (b) Ci K Gokhale 
» Dadabhai Nnoroii (d) I ala Lajpat Rai 
4. rhelndusti) which employs the maximum number 
of workers in India is 

(a) Sugar (b) Jute 

(c) lion and Steel Cotton Textiles 

. 5 In capitalism, the price of a commodity is deter- 

^ mined by the 

(a) Pioduction unit yfb) Market mechanism 

(c) ShaieholdersoJ the pioduction unit 

(d) Consumers of the pioduct 
6 Panama Canal connects 

Atlantic CXean and Pacific CXrean 
i (b) RedSeaand MediteiianeanSea 

^ (c) North Sea and Baltic Sea 

t (d) Bayof Bengal and Aiabian Sea 

i 7 The Headquaitcns of the Cc'ntral Railway Zone is 
/ located in 

Bombay (b) Bhopal 

(t) Nagpur id) Indore 

‘ 8 Which one of the following metals was NOT known 

^ to the people of the Indus Valley civilisation^ 

, (a) Copper (b) Bronze 

(t) Gold Iron 

9 The tc*rm siKial aists refers to be* costs 
1 '^ (a) of tiaming the labour force in a society 

Jfb) of piovidmg housing, health, sanitation and 
^ education 

I, 

> J76 APRIL'86 COMPETITION MASTER 

:i 


(c) which are lifted by die producers on to soaety 
as a whole 

(d) which are incurred m satisfying soctefy's need 
for basic goods i e food, domes, houses 

10. The invasion of Ahmad Shah Abdali gave a death 
blow to the political fortunes of 

(a) Rohillas (b) Afghans 

(c) Mughals Marathas 

11 The father of the 'Ryotwan' system of land revenue 
was. 

(a) Sii John Shore (b) John Adam 

rhomas Munio (d) SirCcHirge Bailow 

12 'Go back to Vedas' was a call given by 

(a) Vivekananda ^b) Dayanand Saiaswati 

(c) Ram KiishnaParamhans 

(d) Raja Rammohan Roy 

13 To promote the ca use of Ind lan i ndependence, I lome 
Rule Society, popularly called 'India I louse' was establtshc*d 
in London by 

(a) V D bavarkar Jfb) Shyamji Krishna Vai ma 

(c) llaidayal (d) Madan I^l Dhingia 

14 DemiKralii Sxialism believes that scxiali »m can be 
brought about through 

(a) class conflict and rev olution 

(b) trade union activities 
jjt) parliamentary enactmcsits 

(d) strikes and violence 

15 According to the law of demand the relation be¬ 
tween quantity demanded and price is 

direct sfb) inverse 

Md indirect (d) independent 

16 The Estimates Committee of Parliament 
examines the statements of accounts of the* 
government 

(b) considers the report of the Comptroller and 
Auditor General of India 

(r) examines it the money is well laid out within 
policy limits 

(d) examines the budget before its piesentation to 
Lok Sabha 

17 The notice toi moving the Motion for Adjournment 
of the business of the House is required to be given to 

/(a) the Presiding Officer of the House 

(b) the Secretary General of the House 

(c) the Minister conceined 

(d) all the above 

18 Which fruit diabetic patients can eabfreely'? 

(a) Mango (b) Banana 

Orange Guava 

19 Mahatma Gandhi's thoughts were greatly in¬ 
fluenced by 

Bhag^adQta (b) Bible 

(c) Uve Upanishads (d) Hie Vedas 

20 When members of the ruling party and opposition 
parties break flmr party bamers and cast thtir votes on either 



side without regard to party affiliations, it is known as 

(a) Snap voting Cross voting 

(c) CroUmg tlie floor (d) Fiee voting 

21 Election symbols are allotted to vanous candidates 
for Pariiamentary elections, after soutiny of nomination 
papers, by 

Chief Election Commissioner 
{b) Chief riectorai Officer of the State 

(c) Returning Officer of the Constituency 

(d) Secretary to the Election Commissioner 

22 Of the various ways of financmg government's in 
vestment expenditure, the least inflationary is 

^4") taxation (b) public borrowing 

(c) dehcit financing (d) foreign aid 

2^ Under perfect aimpetition 

(a) any firm can influence price in the market 

(b) any tirm can influence supply in the maiket 

(c) no film can influence puce and supply in the 
maiket 

id) any firm can influence puce and supply m the 
^ maiket 

24 India was elected as the President of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations in 19'y Who occupied this 
office on behalf of India^ 

(fl) V K Ki ishna Menon 
yib) Vijaya I akshmi Pandit 
'(c) S Radhakiishnan 

(d) Gopalaswamy Ayyangai 

2*? The aimpouncl of nitiogen used in the manufacture 
of dry cells is the paste of 

(a) ammonium caibonate 

(b) ammonium sulphate 
Vti^ ammonium chloiide 

(d) ammonium nitrogen 

26 The public sex.tot outlay fni implementing \aiious 
development programme's in agiicultuic and allied sectors, 
for the Lighth plan is nearly 

Jn) T4,000cioic (b) 4'5,OOOaoie 

^(c) >54,000 cioie (rf) 2'5 000ciore 

27 Who IS the Chairman of the I luman Rights Commis- 


(a) PN Bhagwati 

(c) M N Vienkatachaliah 

28 Match the tollowing 

Player Country 

I Monica Seles a Italy 

JI Steffi Giaf ^ Ceimai^ 

III Gabrieta Sebatipi c Argentina 

d Yugoslavia 

(<i) I-a Il-b Ill-d Jb) 1-d ll-b Hf-c 

(c) l-dll-alll-c (d) I-dll-aUI-b 

29 Which of the following is a chemical change^ 

(d) precipitation (b) evaTOiaticm 

(c) dissoluhiHi fj^) oxidation 

30 'Oscar' award relates to 

Film Industry (p) Pc^ music 

(c) Jazz music ^ Clasacai music 

31 In whidi of the following countries, had the'Opera* 
holt Restore Hope' been launched? 

(a) Yugodavia (b) SoudiAfnca 


Ranganath Mishra 
(d) None of the above 


(c) Iraq Somalia 

32 An dectric motor runs on the following principle, 

(a) The current flowing through a conductor causes 
generation of heat that drives the engine 

(b) Electrical energy can be com ei tod into chemical 
energy in the presence of magnetic fields 

(c) Changing magnetic field induces an electromo* 

, tive force in a conductoi 

ifef) A conductor cairving current in the direction 
perpendicular to the cxteinai magnetic field 
teelsa foice 

33 Junior Asian Track and Field Games weie held in 
September 1994 in 

(d) Kuala I umpur (b) Seoul 

s (c) Hiroshima ^jdf'Jakarta 

34 Which of the following enters the human body 
through skin‘> 

(fl) Tapeworm Hookwoim 

(c) Rmgwoim (d) Thieadwoim 

33 Besides India the 'Iducation foi All Summit was 
attended by 

(fl) Pakistan, Mexico Bangladesh, Zimbabwe 

(b) Bangladesli Mexiai, Malaysia and Indonesia 

(c) Pakistan ban, Braril and Mexico 

X) Pakistan Bangladesh, Biazil and Mtxiai 

36 The gas list'd in an ciecti ic bulb is 

(fl) nitoigpn (h) hydiogtn 

(c) oxygen (d) inert gas 

37 Indian Institute ot Science situated in 

(fl) Bombay (b) New Delhi 

(c) Ahmc>dabad iJd) Bangaloie 

38 Guru Keluchai an Mohapitra is a maestro of which 
of the follrm ing dance foims’ 

(fl) kathak (b) Kathakali 

(0 BhaialNatyam (d) Kuchipudi 

iSf) Odissi 

39 Mahatma Gandhi was icferied to as the Father of 
the Nation hist by 

(fl) Jawahar I al Nehru 

(b) Vdllabhbhai Patti 

(c) C Raiagopalacharya 
\,(d) Subhash Chandei Bose 

40 Name the person who ic'ceived both Dhaiat Ratrte 
and Nishane>Pakistan 

(fl) Mahatma Gandhi 

(b) AyubKhan 

.(c) Maulana Abul Kalam A/uid 
Xi/df Moiarji Des<ii 

41 Excessne consumption of alcoholic drinks causes 
damage to the 

«(fl) Kidnev (b) Heart 

(c) I ungs Liver 

42 The Flechon Commission functions undei 
(fl) Ministry of Law 

(b) Pi ime Minister's becretai la t 

(c) MinistryofHome Affbiis 
\jif) None c» the above 

43 The first person to conduct heai t transplantation in 
India 

yjfl) DrVenugopal ^ (b) DrValiathan 
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(c) Dr R Kesavan Nair (rf) Dr PK K Ayvangar 
44 The length of Konkan railway is 

(a) 600 km rib) 760 km 

(c) 800 km (d) Q'fflkm 

48 Which of the tollowiiig gioups of fuels uin be clas 
sihed aj> processed fuels used for uxilung^' 

(a) Wood, Kcuisene Chaitoal 

(b) Chareoai Kerosene, Coal 

(c) Kert>sene Chaioial I PC 

(d) LPG,Woixl,Ctvil 

46 Kigali IS the Capital eit 

(a) Rwanda (b) Malawi 

(c) Somalia (d) Nigeria 

47 The sex of a child is determined by 

(a) Chromosomes of fathei 

(b) Chiomosomes of mother 

(c) Rli f.ictoi of paremts 

(d) BUxid gioup of father 

48 If the ladiiis ol a eiiele be doubled, its aica will be 

(a) Same (b) Doublexl 

(c) Thiee times (d) I our times 

48 Minto Morley lefeiims were introducesi in India in 


48 

the year 


81 

Years"’ 


(fl) 1947 (b) 1914 

(t) 1808 (d) None of the above 

Name the prtxiuct relate*d to the name ACC 

(n) Seiap (b) Batte'iy 

(c) Powdei (d) Cement 

Who IS the author of the book Mv Presidential 


(n) NcH-lam San|ee\ Rexld) 
jik) R Vinkitaiaman 
/(c) Dr Rnjendra Prasad 
(d) DrS Radhaknshnin 

52 Name the Pailiament Committee which consists of 
membeis of L ok Sabha 

(a) Public Accounts Committcf 

(b) Public Undei taking Committee 
Lstimatc Committee 

{d) None of the above 

53 The dress made out of w hich matenal is safe to wear 
while cooking 

Jfl) cotton (1>) silk 

'^{i) nylon 

(d) overcoat made out of Teiylene 

54 The city wheie the 18% Olympics will be held’ 

Ja) Atlanta (b) Alberta 

Alaska (d) Ankaia 

88 What care is most useful to save the life of a child 
suffenng from acute diari Ixhsi’ 

(a) keep away the child from the gatheiings of 


(b) do not allow mosquitoes to bite 

(c) do not give water 

(d) do not allow the btxiy to dehydrate 

56 Wimbledon Trophy is associated with 

Lawn-Tennis (b) Table-Tennis 

(c) ftng-Pong (d) Football 

57 Name the peison who has the longest service as the 
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Chief Mmister of an Indian State 

//t) JyothiBasu (b) K Kaninakaien 

(c) N T Rama Rao (d) M G Ramachandran 

88 Thefirsteffechvevaccineagainstpaliowaspieparedby 
(a) Robert Fdwanls JopasE Salk 

({) JohnCjibbson (d) Louis Pasteur 

89 Which of the following event txrcun ed first’ 

(a) Ameiicanwai of independence • 

(b) French revoluhon 

(c) Chinese rev olution 

(d) Russian revolution 

60 The |ournalist who refused to accept Padmab- 
hushan 

(ii) Khushwant Singh ArunShouiie 

(c) Nikhil Chakiaborthy (d) bekharan Nair 

61 Name the country wheie the mother and the 
daughter are i ulers 

(a) Bangladesh (b) Pakistan 

Sii L^nka (d) Bhutan 

62 Ben Johnson who was sent back fiom Dlympics 
belongs to 

(a) Canada (b) USA 

(r) South Africa (d) Algeiia 

63 Who got Mc’gsaysay award for stxrial woi k in 1981’ 

(a) Kiran Bcdi (b) Medha Patkai 

(c) Lakshmi N Menon (d) Maigarct Alw i 

64 Name the southenrmost hp of India 

(a) Indira Point in Andaman and Nicobai island 

(b) Minicoy island 

(c) Kanyakumaii 
(dj Rameswaram 

68 Official languages of Jammu and Kashmir aa 
(it) Arabic (b) Urdu 

(c) Hindi (d) Kashmiri 

66 Of the nine planets in the solai system, name the 
planets without any satellite 

(ii) Venus and Mercury (b) Saturn and Mars 
(c) Neptune and Pluto (d) Jupiter and Farth 

67 Among the following which is not a leap year’ 

(It) 1806 (b) 1896 

(t) 1904 (d) 1908 

68 The first State to introduce Panchayati Raj System 

(it) Bihar (b) Rajasthan 

(c) Tamil Nadu (d) Punjab 

69 What was the main idea in mtroducing I ab-To-Land 
Programme (LLP) by Indian Council of Agiicultuial Re¬ 
search’ 

1 To brmg farm saentists and farmers into close 

contact 

2 To introduce low-cost relevant technologies 

(a) Both 1 and 2 (b) Either l^ir 2 

(c) Neither 1 nor 2 mtly 1 

(c) only 2 

70 Charles Correa has distinguished himself in which 
of the following fields’ 

(a) Westmi Music (b) Painting 

(c) Ballet (<0 Architecture 

(e) Fashion Designing 

71 Which of the following countries is the largiest 



producer of coal as per the recent available data? 

(fl) S. Africa »(!») U.S.A. 

(c) Qvina (d) Irtdia 

le) Russia 

72. Which of the following countries secured second 
place in medals tally in the recently concluded Asian Games? 

(a) Kazakhstan (!>} japan 

, (c) South Korea ((f) Uzbekistan 

(e) Taiwan 

73. Which of the following is a correct description of the 
use of 'Tetracycline'? 

(a) ft enhances qualities of aeroplane fuel. 

(b) It is known as anti-plague drug. 

(c) It is a preservative. 

(d) It is a pest killer. 

(e) It is used for air purihcation. 

74. International 'Ramayan Conference' was recently 
held in which of the following countries? 

(a) Thailand (b) Indonesia 

(c) Nepal (d) Mauritius 

(c) Fiji 

75. The indigenously developed multi-barrel rocket sys¬ 
tem is known as: 

(a) Arjun (b) Pinaka 

(c) Sankul Trishul 

(c) Agni 

76. From J.W3-9j Lftnew.scheme Was launched under the 
]awalmr RozgarTajtiim for taking up innovative projects. 
Which of the following is/are aim/s that schemes? 

1. Prevention of migration of labour 

2. Enhancing women's employment 

(a) only'1' (b) only'2' 

(c) either'1'or'2' (d) Neither'1'or'2' 

/ (e) both']'and'2' 

Ms Bachendri Pal had recently undertaken a unique 
expedition for focussing attention on which of the following 
themes? 

(a) Spirit of Adventure 

(b) Population Control 

(c) The Girl Child 

(d) One nation one family 

(e) National Integration 

78. Which of the following will be the headquarters of 
the Indira Gandhi National Centre for arts? 

^ (a) New Delhi (b) Lucknow 

(c) Hyderabad (d) Bhopal 

(c) Bangalore 

79. The Controver:$i«l documentary 'Hell's Angel' 
recently broadcasted by Channel-4, an independent British 
Jelevision Station, is based on who among Bte following? 

(a) Adolf Hitler (b) Saddam Hussein 

(c) jo^h Stalin .(d> Mother Teresa ! 

(e) IdiAmin 

80. What was the theme for the World Alps Day which 
was observed on December 1,1994? 

(a) Alps find the Fait^y 

(b) Safe sex prevents AIDS 

(c) Build better tomprrpw 
((0 Earth—Hiirth 

None sf these 


81. Which of the following was the main aim of ^ 
Cairo Population Meet (I.C.P.D.)? 

(a) To chalk out a programme to prevent the world* 
^jjulation from almost doublii^ by the yM 

I (b) To chalk out a programme of employment ; 

rural poor. 

(c) To obtain support from rdigious leaders for im, 
plementation of population control pFOgranuhi^i 

(d) To enhance the concept of sanctity of life. 

(e) None of these 

82. How much minimum paid up capital (in Rupe«d:< 
crores) is required to be raised for establishing a new private:^, 
bank in India? 

(fl) 50 (b) 75 (c) 100 

(d) 125 (e) 150 

83. Pandit jasraj has established his r^utation in which,' 
of the following iield.s? 

(fl) Musical instrument (b) Literature i 

(c) Sanskrit (d) Dharamshastra 

(e) None of these 

84. Which of the following is the currency of Philip^'; 
pines, which is undergoing three years economic pmgrami^ 
drawn up with I.M.F.? 

(fl) Peso (b) Ngultrum 

"(c) Rufiyaa (d) Franc 

(c) Pula 

85. The 'Satellite height city' is being developed neat^. 

which of the following cities? ;* 

Gurgaon (b) Kandla . > 

(c) New Bombay (d) Calcutta 

(e) Bangalore 

86. Jude Felix has established reputation as an Indian 
player in which of the following games? 

rlockey (b) Volleyball i 

(c) Football (d) Golf 

(e) Tennis 

87. The chief guest at the 45th Republic Day functioft.^ 

oilebrated recently in New Delhi represented which of th^'| 
following countries? J 

(fl) Zaire (b) S. Korea J 

(e) S. Africa (d) N. Korea , . J 

(e) None of these J 

88. The newly created World Trade OrganisaKim'J 
(W.T.O.) has replaced which of the following organisations? i 

1. Organisation for Economic-Co-operation andJ 

Deveir^ment (O.E.C.D.) 

2. International Trade Organisation (I.T.O.) ' 

3. Trade Development Authority (TDA) .. '■'i 

(a) only'!' (b) only'3' ,'-4 

(c) None of these (d) '1'and'2'both ' 

(e) '2'and'3'both 

89. Tehri Hydro Power Complex is built on which of thJ 
following rivere? 

(fl) Yamuna 

Bhagvrthi,atributa^ofGanga 
(c) Gomati (d) Ramganga --r 

(e) Sutlej v' 

90. The Wbrid Archaeological Conference was recent 
held in which of the followiitg countries? 
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ft (<i) Sn Lanka (b) U s A 

J (c) UK (cl) Cletniany 

if) India 

i 91 Petiple's feai of lodayS tt\ hnoloB\ is known as 
(a) An};k>phobii (b) Agonphobia 

(c) CIaustn)plid7ia (d) Xinophobia 

(i) Cyberphobia 

92 The world famous Khnjui iho temples weie built bv 
kings of which of the follow ini» dynastii s’ 

(a) Chandtla (/>) Chauhani 

' (c) Paiomar id) Chalukjas 

(f) Paia 

93 Who IS pre!>entl\ the ehiiiman of the Chiif ot ‘?taff 
Committee’ 

(a) SK Kaul (b) Vs Shekhawit 

(c) S RoyChoudhui) (d) SI) Sharmi 

(c) None of llu*si 

94 'Aiant;' situated on the Ciult of Khambata is will 
|tknown fot which ot the tollowing’ 

I (<?) Ship bieaking industiy 

I (Ii) Iraditional aitand ciattcentie 
(c) Fxpoi I ptoct ssing /one 
(d) C utting and polishing ot diamonds 
t (i) Centie tor Maiine tixid pitxIucN 

I 95 The study of old age its phenomena and disease is 
[known as 

s (rt) Dactylography (b) ticnt*colog\ 

[ (t) Aetiology (d) Ociontologv 

[ (0 O' nitholog) 

I 96 Which ot the toliow ing counti les has opted out of the 
■ European Union’ 

I (<i) I ranee (l») (leimani 

J y) Belgium (d) l")enmaik 

i) Noiway 

y/ Atormalevaluationolanindi\idual sorcompany s 
^credit histoiy and capability ot icpaying obligations is 
I known as 

I (a) Amortisation 'Ab) Cieditiating 

(c) Cishciedit (d) Net Asset Value 

(t) Current Ratio 

I 98 Whichof the followingiountiiesistheciiiicnthead 
at flie Non-AIigiu d Mo\ emi nt ( 

I (a) Zimlnbwe (b/f Indonesia 

’ (t) Japan *^{rf) Cuba 

^ (e) Yugosla\ la 

f 99 TTte Bhopal disastei was lesult ot which of the 
g^tbUowing’ 

I (a) collapsingof a dim (b) Gieattiie 

• Jf) Plague Lpidemic (d) Larthguake 

' None of these 

. 'lOO 'OptK Fibies aie mainly used for which of the 
•ItaDoWing’ / 

) (ffj^ommunication (b) Musical Instruments 

; (c) Weaving (d) lixxlindusby 

, (e) EyeSurgeiy 

L lOi India IS expected to achiece neai full employment 
pllblltion by which of tfye following > ears? 
i " (M) 2010 (b)/2m (c) 2005 

[f (d) 2002 (e)J2m 
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102 Who among the following is the author of the 
famous book 'Crossing the Threshold of Hope'’ 

(a) Mother leiesa (b) Bishop Tutu 

(i) Nelson Mandela (d) AlwinTofflcr 

(c) None ot these* 

103 Prof Malcolm Adiseshiah had earned world wide 
distinction in which ot the following fields/areas’ ' 

(fl) I3efcnce (b) 1 conomics 

(c) Liteiaturc (d) Medicine 

(t) Nuclear Chemistry 

104 Who among the following is the chairman of the 
iccently reconshtutc'd Law Commission’ 

(a) Justice AM Ahmadi 

(b) Justice Rmganath Mishta 
(i) Justice MH Kama 

(d) Justin I M bhaima 
(i) Justice KN Singh 

103 Which ot the following types of bin tow mgs tiom 
the IMF has the softest sc i vicing conditions’ 

(o) Second Irancha loan (b) SAI 

(c) ESAl (d) OilKieility 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

ELECTIONS 

CEC is part of Election Commission: SC 

TT^HE Supreme Court has observed that the survival of a 
JL democracy does not depend upem a sinf'lc individual, 
and that the CEC is a part of the Election Commission and 
"not the Election Commission itself". 

An observation to this effect came from a five-judge 
Constitution bench, while hearing the petition of the Chief 
Election Commissioner (CEC), Mr T.N Seshan, in whiih 
he had challenged the Chief Election Commissioner and 
other Election Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Act, 
1994, which has equated the office of the CEC with that of 
the Election Commissioner (EC). * 

The apex court expressed concern over the "shocking 
manner" in which the CEC and the two ECs had indulged 
in mud-slinging. 

EC has no power to deploy 
non-government staff, say SC 

O N February 7,1995, the Supreme Court ruled that the 
Election Commissiem is not empowered to requisi¬ 
tion services of non-government officers for poll duty 
"Article 324 does not enable the Election Commission to 
exerci.se untrammeled power", observed a three-judge 
bench headed by theChief Justice A.M. Admadi 

EC had appealed against the orders of High Courts of 
Patna and Rajasthan, on the petitions ^ the SBI Staff 
Association and North Zone Insurance Employees' As¬ 
sociation. 

Congress Ministry in Manipur 

Reishang Keishiitg was sworn in as 15th Chief 
lVl.Ministw of Manipur on February 25,1995, ending 
uncertainty that prevailed in the violence-hit State, fol¬ 
lowing an unclear verdict in the assembly polls. The 
Governor, Mr O.N. Srivastva, gave 30 days to Mr Keishing 
to prove his m^uority; The Congress had secured 21 seats 
in 59-mcaibcr Vldhan Sabha. 

Earlier, six persons were killed and 16 injured as ^ 
violence rocked the second and final round of polling in ' 
Manipur on February 19,1995« The fiist phase of polling 
was convicted on February 16. On an average, 90 per cent 
electorate voted. The govemmmt had deployed over 40 
thousand seeuritynien at 1,122 polling stations. 


The election-results produced a picture of a hung>4#M 
sembly. Mr Keishing claimed the support of 31 KuAl 
including 2 members of Natirmal People's Party, 2 ftottH 
the Federal Party of Manipur, 2 from Samta Par^ and 3 
independents. 

The United Legislature Front (ULF) leader and £ 
former Chief Minister, Mr R.K. Ranbir Singh, also 
reiterated his claim to form the next government. HSj 
claimed the support of 34 MLAs The Governor, howeve^ 
invited Congress party on the bas's of it being the largest 
single group. 

CONSTITUTION 

SC expands scope of right to speech <i 

I N a landmark (udgement on February 10, 1995, fliej 
Supreme Court ended decades old government, 
monopoly on air-waves, by ruling that the State-run., 
electronic media had no exclusive rights. ; 

The court ruled that the Doordar^mn has no monopoly 
in telecasting of national and international events on ttw 
Indian soil Tlie court also directed the governmrait to 
immediately set up an independent autonomous pubik: 
authority to control and regulate the use of air-waves by; 
the electronic media. 

However, the court made it clear that the right to havnl:' 
an acces.s to telecasting has limitations. The air-wavas. 
could lie utilised by a citizen for the purpose of broadcast*' 
ing only when allowed to do by a statute and in accord-' 
ance with such statute j 

The judgement was given by the court while di^pos-'] 
ing of an appeal by the Secretary, Ministiry of Information j 
and Broadcasting and a writ petition filM by the Cricloetl 
Association of West Bengal. 

Tlie apex court further ruled that the fundamental righl'i 
to fivedom of speech and expresrion includes the right ter 
educate, inform and entertain. "Sport is an expression of) 
self", it said. It was the fundamental right of the telecastcr Ip i 
"educate" tlie viewers of the game; to watch the tdecast waA, 
the viewers' sacred right to be entertained. : 

The right to telecast sporting event will, ffiereibfv;,> 
also include the right to educate and inform present and’ 
prospective sportsmen. It was incorrect to say that the free \ 
speech element was absent from the right under 19 (1) (a); 
when a telecaster wants to telecast a sports event. 

An organiser like CAB or any sports associatioi^, 
could not be placed in same scale as tne business organise- < 
tions wanting to make large profits. 'h 
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The court made it clear that the right to free expres¬ 
sion could not be availed by the business organisations 
while telecasting a sport event. On the other hand, it 
would be a "warped and cussed view" to consider that 
the goiuine sports organisations were also barred from 
claiming the right under Article 19 (1) (a). 

The judge observed that any sports organisation 
> would be neglecting its duty if it did not explore the 
electronic media to popularise the game. Also, the sports 
organisations would not become commercial organisa¬ 
tions by making some money in the process of popularis¬ 
ing die game. 

UNION CABINET 

Major reshuffle and expansion 

^T'HE long-awaited expansion of the Union Cabinet took 
X place on February 9,1995. Mr Buta Singh, Mr Madhav 
Rao Scindia and Mr P. Chidambaram were reinducted 
alcmg with new entrants: the former minister in the Na¬ 
tional Front government, Mr Ajit Singh, Mrs Urmila Ben 
Patel, the widow of former Gujarat Chief Minister, Mr 
Chimanbhai Patel, and Mr Matang Singh, a member of 
Rajya Sabha. Mr P.A. Sangma and Mr G. Venkatswamy 
were elevated to the Cabinet rank. 

The present reshuffle was the third by Rao-govemment. 
The first reshuffle took place in January 1993 and the second 
on February 17, 1994. The present reshuffle was partly 
prcxnpted by the recent resignations by five ministers. 

Mr Pranab Mukherjec has been moved to ministry of 
External Affairs, from Commerce, and Mr Madhavrao 
Scindia has been given the charge of the I luman Resource 
Development. Mr Buta Singh got Civil Supplies, con¬ 
sumer affairs and the public distribution system whereas 
Mr Ajit Singh has been made Food Minister Mr P 
Chidambaram, the minister ot State for Commerce has 
been given independent charge and the ailing minister of 
external affairs, Mr Dinesh Singh, has been made a mini¬ 
ster without portfolio. Mr P.A. Sangma and Mr G 
Venkatswamy retained their portfolios o?l.abour and Tex¬ 
tiles, respectively, after elevation to Cabinet minister rank. 

Mrs Urmila Ben Patel has been given Power. Mr 
Matang Singh has been given Parlianwntaiy Affairs. Mr 
P.V. Rangayya Naidu, the Minister of State for Power, has 
been attached to water resources and Mr P.K. Thungan, 

' who held additional charge of water resources, has been 
asked to continue to look after urban development as 
Minister of State. 

The Deff>nce, Industry and Ilealffi still remain with 
the Prime Minister. 

(For aimplete Cabinet Ministers’ list see page 795) 

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

vCall to make reforms acceptable 

f TlLE addressing the joint session of both the 
louses of the Parliament, on the opening day of the 
t session on February 14, 1995, the President, Dr 
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Shankar Dayal Sharma, urged the MPs to make a com¬ 
bined effort, through their debates in Parliament, to 
"str»igthen the confidence of investors and of the people, 
particularly the under-privileged, in die economy and 
reforms process". 

In his 30-minute address, he listed the government's 
achievement over the past one year and painted a rosy 
picture of economy saying that "the country now stands 
poised to become one of the rapidly growing economies 
of the world". 

Dr Sharma, however, admitted that there was an in¬ 
crease in the prices of essential commodities and blamed 
on insufficient domestic production in case of sugar and 
edible oil. 

Regarding Ayodhya-issue he recalled the Supreme 
Court's judgement and emphasised the need to comply 
with the decision of the court. 

While referring to foreign policy, iie welcomed the 
new governments in Nepal and Sri Lanka, but regretted 
the unilateral decision of Pakistan to close the consulates 
in Bombay and Karachi. However, he reiterated India's 
offer of a dialogue with Pakistan. 

The President stressed to pursue the objective of 
reviving the democratic process in J &; K and said, "in spite 
of the trying conditions, the security forces are showing 
great restraint and are sensitive to the feelings of the local 
people." 

INDIA-TURKEY RELATIONS 

Visit of President Demirel 

P RESIDENT of Turkey, Mr Suleyman Demirel, visited 
India on January 30,1995, on a four-day official visit. 
His visit helped in strengthening bilateral relations be¬ 
tween the two countries. The visit was also important in^ 
India's broader pursuit of strengthening relations with* 
member-countries of die Organisation of Islamic Con¬ 
ference (OIC). Turkey is among the four countries which 
form the QIC's "contact group" for Kashmir. 

Regardless of differing perceptions of the two 
countries, on Kashmir as also Cyprus, die two sides have 
had regular bilateral exchanges through the second half of 
80s and early 90s. The ttien Wme Minister of Turkey, Mr 
Tirgut Qzal, had visited India in 1986, setting the stage 
for Hie "very warm" welcome Mr Rajiv Gandhi received 
in Ankara in 1988. In 1989, the then President of Turkey, 
Mr Kenen Evran visited India. President S.D. Sharma 
visited Tirkey in 19^. ^ 

Hiere have been causes for several disagreements but 
the two countries have tended to set aside, for present, the 
areas of disagreement, focusing instead -on imparting 
greater meaning to their interaction in the economic 
sphere. 

During President Demirel's vi^t two agreements, ffir ! 
avoiding double taxation and promoting tourism, were 
signed. Flow of technology, invesbnemt^ trade ai^ ser- i 



vices, between the two countries, is expected to be aug> 
mented widi the signing of the taxation agreement. 

During his meeting with Prime Minister P.V. 
Naiasimha Rao, both the leaders agreed that the present 
low-level Indo-Turkish trade should be increased "several 
times" and that the private sector in the two countries 
should have greater inter-action. Indo*Turkish trade in 
1993 was around 185 million dollars. 

The issue of tri-lateral cooperatiem, involving India, 
Turkey and Central Asian republics, tigured during the 
meeting of President Demirel with President S.D. Shanna. 

India and Turkey also reit»ated tiieir commitment to 
democracy and secularism and have voiced their detei^ 
mination to stand against ail forms of tyranny—fun¬ 
damentalism and terrorism. 

The visit also provided an opportunity to explain 
respective positions on sensitive issues of l^shmir and 
Cyprus. 

INDO-SWISS RELATIONS 

Bilateral relations strengthened 

A high level Swiss team led by the Swiss Vice-President 
and minister for Economic Affairs, Mr Jean Pascal 
Delamuraz, arrived in New Delhi on February 4,1995. It 
was tirst high level delegation from Switzerland in many 
years. Bilateral economic relations have lately developed 
in a positive way and were further enhanced by the 
recently concluded double taxation agreement. The agree¬ 
ment is to come into force in 1995. Since the opening of the 
new economic environment, Switzerland has con¬ 
solidated its position as one of the major trade and invest¬ 
ment partners of India. It has become the 15th largest 
buyer of Indian goods. More than 200 new agrraments 
with Indian firms have been approved since mid 1991. Mr 
Delamuraz was also present at a business meeting be¬ 
tween Indian and Swiss Industry, concurrently host^ by 
ai Pica and ASSeXTHAM. 

INDIA-ITALY RELATIONS 

Visit of President Scalfaro 

P RESIDENT of Italy, Mr Oscar Luig|l Scalfaro visited 
India on a four-day State visit on February 10,1995. 
His Adsit coincided witiA the Indian Engineering IVade 
Fare, held in New Delhi, for which Italy was the partner 
country tiiis time. Presidoit Scalfaro was the first Italian 
President to visit India since World War n. 

During his meeting with Prime Minister P.V. 
Narasimha Rao, the two sides expressed commitment to 
the eradication of intenuitional terrorism aiul pledged a 
jitint fight against religious extremism and fundamen¬ 
talism. On five eccHiomk side, tfw two leaders saw a great 
scope for strengthening furtiwr the econtunic ties, mdo- 
Italian bade has incies^ by 240 per cent in last three 
years. 

On Kashmir President Scalfaro made it clear that it 


was an "internal" problem of India that required to bbS 
resolved tiuough a dialogue witit die people of foe Stalet ? 

INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS 'I 

Attempts to improve the sagging relations | 

T he Communist Party of Nepal's (CPN) election-time^ 
rhetoric was not exactly complimentary to India. 1^ 
had attacked the various Indo-Nepal agreements on watei^ 
resources and more specifically the 1950 Treaty of Peace i 
and Friendship. 

It was in this context that the E)eputy Prime Minister 
of Nepal, Mr Madhav Kumar Nepal, visited India to es¬ 
tablish foe first high-level contact between India and 
Nepal's new Communist government. His talks wifo ; 
Prime Minister P.V Narasimha Rao focussed on the < 
"continuation" of good bilateral Indo-Nepal relations. j 

India has agreed to "discuss and examine" Nepal's 
demand for reviewing and updating the 1950 Tndo-N^al i 
treaty, besides setting up a high level task force to prepare : 
the visit of the Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr Man Mohari 
Adhikari. 

Nepal has also conveyed to India that water projects ; 
on foe Mahakali river should be taken up as a whole and ^ 
a package worked out. Through this the existing irritants \ 
like Tanakpur agreement and foe Sharada barrage could 
also be dedt and solved. 

Mr Nepal also referred to certain provisions of the 
1950 treaty which are obsolete and need to be reviewed. ' 
He mentioned the security clause as one of the obsolete 
ones, wherein foe two counbies are supposed to inform 
each other in case of a wm. ’ 

The visit of Mr Nepal proved fruitful for foe bilateral 
relations. The visit also helped in clearing many mis¬ 
givings between foe two countries and opened new vistas : 
for bilateral cooperation and better undestanding. 

SCANDALS 

Bofors issue hot again j 

T he issue of Bofors-kickbacks was hot again when Mr ^ 
Soren Gindahl, Vice President of the Bofors AB, a new 
government owned set-up, told media-persons in New i 
Delhi on February 25, that the government of India has < 
been supplied with details of the names of the persona ; 
involved in foe Bofors-kickbacks. He said, foe Swedifo ' 
government had written letters to foe Indian government 
in 1991 and 1992 to settle the issue of alleged kickbacks 
and lift the ban imposed on the old Bofors company. "The I 
ban", he said, "imposed on Bofors was motivated by ' 
reasons other than professional." 

He made it clear tiiat the company was not intoestad ,, 
in foe internal affairs of India. "We are here only to do i 
busin<»s. India has a big market and we are interested to ^ 
be present here", he said. 

On the other hand, well placed government sources « 
have said that the secret Bofors papers were not likely to 
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be handed over to Indian authorities before another five 
to six months, as Geneva's examining magistrate was 
currently scrutinising the Swiss Bank accounts. The 
scrutiny might be completed soon but the 'veil of secrecy 
over the alleged kickbacks in the Rs t434 crore Bofors gun 
deal of 1986 is unlikely to be lifted soon'. 

The six Swiss bank accounts, that were frozen on 
January 26, 1990, continue to be blocked till date. The 
Geneva accounts are in the names of: AE Services Ltd, 
Svenska Incorporated and the Code names of Lotus, Tulip 
and Mont Blanc. There is one unidentified account. 

The Bofors papers can answer the following questions: 

1. Who operated these accounts? 

2. Whether any money was transferred out of these 
accounts? 

3. If transferred, to whom? 

4. The amount in these accounts? And from whom 
the amount came? 

India had won a major legal battle In July 1993, when 
the Swiss federal court dismissed appeals of the seven 
appellants and decided that assistance be given to CBl 

BANK SCAM 

Report on Harshad's transactions 

A high powered inter-disciplinary committee, in its 
"confidenh'al" interim report to the government has 
disclosed that the leading Bombay-brolwr, Mr Ilarshad 
Mehta, had transactions worth Rs 69,770 crore in 
securities with various banks during 1991-92, a figure far 
excess of the amounts estimated so far by the RBI, CBI and 
odicr official agencies. The committee was appointed in 
December 1993 and its interim report was submitted in 
June 1994. The report was, however, withheld by the 
government from the Parliament and the public. The 
r^Tort also revealed that f larshad Mehta-group of brokers 
had an opening balance of just 12.56 crore to their credit 
as on April 1,1991. At the end of April 1992, the dosing 
balance was just Rs 13.58 crore. It showed foat Harshad 
had all the huge sums of public money from nationalised 
and other banks at his disposal during that one year and 
he played with public money in transaction worth Rs 
69,^ crore. 

LAW 

Penalty for stalling public projects 

I N a landnvark judgement, the Supreme Court has 
recently ruled that any person found responsible for 
stalling work on a project for public purpose, through 
court injunctiems, would be liable to pay damage and 
escalation in the project cost, to the authority concerned, 
if he loses the case. 

In a 17-page judgement of far-reaching consequences, 
the apex court has laid down guidelines for passing in¬ 
junctions by the subordinate courts and added, "the 
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courts, in cases where injunctions are to be granted, 
should necessarily consider the effect on public purpose 
and also suitably mould die relief." 

The apex court added that "this procedure would act 
as a check on abuse of the process of the court and ade¬ 
quately compensate the damages or injury suffered by the 
defendant by act of court at the behest of the plaintiff". 

The judges directed that in a suit for "perpetual 
injunction" the courts would seek an affidavit by the 
appellant that there was a strong priim Jack case in his 
favour ofoerwise he would be liable to pay "irreparable 
damage" to the respondant. 

The verdict was a fall-out of an appeal by a group of 
tenants of a double storeyed building at Kotwal Chowk in 
Pune, which the local municipality had acquired in 1966 
for widening the road and clearing traffic congestion. The 
tenants' appeal was dismissed by the High Court in 1978. 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Report indicts ISI over Kashmir 

CCORDING to an authoritative report, published by 
the Committee on International Security Studies of 
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, arms enter¬ 
ing Kashmir from Pakistan have had a major impact on 
the "scale and severity" of the conflict and should the 
pipeline be cut or run dry, militants would quickly lose 
resources required to take on the Indian security forces. 

The report also vindicates India's position that 
militants in both Kashmir and Punjab get weapons from 
Pakistan and the shipments are facilitated or directly sent 
by Pakistan's Inter- Services Intelligence (ISI). 

The Muslims of Kashmir, the report says, do not 
seem to be fundamentalists by temperanaent. But, 
there is evidence that Muslims from other countries, 
such as Sudan and Afghanistan, are filtering across 
the border. 

The report also links arms trafficking in and around 
Bombay to Pakistan, through narcotics trade and drug 
dealers and identifies underworld connections between 
Karachi and Bombay as possible conduit for weapons 
and explosives reaching Bombay and surrounding 
areas. 

US links UN seat with J A; K: Meanwhile, ttie Clin¬ 
ton administration has said that wheflier India will get a 
permanent membership of the Security Council or not 
will depend upon its "improved relations with Pakistan 
and settlement of the Kashmir issue". 

The Assistant Secretary of State, Mr Robin Raphel, 
said that the direct involvement bv USA in solving the 
Kashmir problem, however, was "Umited" as India had 
not requested US assistance cm the issue. 

Ms Raphel, however, admitted that arms were being 
transported frolh Pakistan into Kashmir and that PakiS' 
tani oiganisations were facilitating the hrms a^d money 
flow. ^ even admitfod to some of these organisations 




being affiliated with the Pakistani government. 

She said, "we have been urging the Pakistan govern¬ 
ment consistoitly to do everything it can to ensure this 
does net happen. They assure us they are doing their best, 
but it is not perfect (sic)". 

Ms Raphel made ffie shitements during an extensive 
review of Indo-American relations, before the Internation¬ 
al Affairs Sub-committee on Asia and Pacific regions. 

HEALTH 

Ban on sale of organs for transplants 

T he government of India notified "The Organ 
Transplantation Act" on February 4,1995, banning the 
sale of human organs, while making kidney, liver and 
heart transplants affordable for Indians. The new law 
could revolutionise the process of organ transplantation 
in the country as it has re-directed brain-dead cadavers as 
the proper source of all transplantable organs. 

Every well-preserved cadaver can save six lives since 
the heart, livers, pancreas, two kidneys, bone marrow and 
other organs can be harvested from it according to Dr P. 
Venugopal, who performed India's first successful heart 
transplant in 1994. 

So far ffic organs could not be removed from the 
people who had willed them for transplants after death 
for want of a proper medico-legal definition On the other 
hand thousands of poor people had fallen prey to mid¬ 
dlemen and touts who had bran scouring the country for 
cheap kidneys to be sold at exorbitant prices An es¬ 
timated 60,000 kidneys are reported to have changed 
bodies clandestinely over the past 25 years in the cities of 
Bombay, Madras, Delhi, Bangalore, Jaipur, Hyderabad 
and Qiandtgarh. 

High Mortality rate in India 

T wo million children out of 25 million born every year 
in India die within a year, according to a UMCEP 
report. 

Though the country has made tremendous progress 
in reducing its infant-mortality rate, from 129 per 
thousand in 1971 to 79 per thousand in 1992, the deaths 
continue due to malnutrition and avoidable infections. 
The children in India continue to face unequal chances of 
survival depending upon the place of birth. Infant mor¬ 
tality ranges from 17 fMr thousand live births in Kerala to 
114 in Orissa. 

The infant mortality rate has always been higher in 
rural areas. However, this does not imply that child-sur- 
vial cemditions in urlMn areas ate uniform or superior to 
those elsewtoe in toe country. An estimated 38.8 million 
^ people live below poverty linc(^in urban areas and it is 
estiMted lhat.15 mlBion to 16,million children live in 
conditions of, acute dcfnrlvations wito inadequate access 
,to baste healto-care, ruitritiort, safe drinking water and 
education. 


POLITICS 1 

Expulsion of Arjun Singh from Congress I 

I N a major political shake up, the Disciplinary Actiortj 
Committee (DAC) of Congress party expelled formerl 
HRD Minister, Mr Ariun Singh, from toe primary merth a 
bership for six years. The decision was taken in a meetir^ J 
held on February 7,1995, under the presidentship of 
Vijay Bhaskar Reddy. Mr A.K. Antony, former Civil Supp« 
ly Minister was the only member of DAC who opposed 
the expulsion. This was a major setback to Mr Arjun Singh 
in his 35-year long career as a Congressman. 

The Prime Minister, Mr P. V. Narasimha Rao, said in \ 
an interview, on February 10,1995, toal he did not think 
anyone could split the party. "It is (Congress) too strong ' 
and there has been no disagreement over the per- ' 
sonalities, but I take them in my stride." He asserted that ; 
he will be the leader at the next Lok Sabha elections and ; 
take the Congress to victory. 

Meanwhile, Mr Aqun Singh stepped up his oR^ive ‘ 
by reiterating his crifacism against the party leadership. 
While releasing his reply to the charge sheet of DAC, he . 
told the media persons on February 12 that, "in the next' 
two or three months it will be possible to create large ’ 
awareness at every level". He alleged that decision to' 
expel him was predetermined and taken without adher- 4 
ing to the party's constitution. He expected the toings to. 
start turning in his favour "after yet another electoral 
debacle of the party—a prospect which looks increasingly 
real". 'Those who feel tnat they have won, will be prov^ , 
wrong", he asserted He also ruled out the possibility of ' 
his becoming a catalyst for a fresh realignment of non- , 
Congress and non-BJP parties, for promotion of secular 
and progress policies. 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Book describes Uttarakhand problem as 
deep-rooted 

X TOTEDeconomistand sociologi.st,DrP.C.]oshi'sbook 
i\| "Uttarakhand—Issues and Challenges" has ' 
presented a deeper socio-economic and political analysis 
of Uttarakhand Hill State in Uttar Pradesh. "The curmit 
agitation for a .separate State is only the tip of the icebeig : 
with the real problem being more deep-rooted", accorf , 
ing to the analysis. The agitetion is a direct result of the : 
insensitive policies of the successive governments af 
Lucknow and New Delhi; it is a backlash against an ever- 
centralised model of political governance. The book an*' 
gues that the post-colonial India has carried forward, in 
some basic respects, the fundamental approach underly¬ 
ing the colonial system of economy management and 
political governance. The development without participa¬ 
tion of toe people involved, looses its meaning and in 
Uttarakhand, the absence of a participatory approach aitet 
the framework of participation in decision-making and 
decision-implementing from below, has reduced develq>- 
ment plan into a caricature of the planning process. 
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EDUCATION 

Move to privatise higher education 

government wants to encourage the corporate sec- 
X tor to fund higher education as the State now plans to 
B accord greater priority to primary education Keeping this 
in mind the University Grants Commission (UGC) has 
^ finalised the guidelines for the establishment of private 
“ universities in India. 

h 

L The latest proposals of the government go beyond 
n'private endowments for libraries and chairs or even funds 
l|f6r research and development units. Instead, it extend to 
litlie establishment of universities, a prerogative, so far, 
enjoyed by the Union and State governments. 

Finance Ministr)' has already announced tax exemp- 
tiem to private parties providing funds to institutions of 
!* higher ieaming 

UGC officials, however, dispei the fears that the cor- 
) piorate sector would be given a tree hand in the function- 
I ing and management of these universities They said that 
' sufficient safeguards have been introduced to ensure that 
i these institutions do not become too "elitist". Any 
[' proposal will first have to be approved from the UGC 

■ INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

I AFGHANISTAN 

Stalemate continues 

O N February 11, 1995, the UN special envoy to Af¬ 
ghanistan, Mr Mahmood Mestiri, achieved a major 
breakthrough when the warring Islamic factions in Af- 
* ghanistan agreed to form a multi-party governing council 
' to replace the present government headed by President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani. The council offered the best hope 
of ending the brutal civil war that erupted among the ten 
Islamic factions, after they ousted the communist govern¬ 
ment in 1992. 

President Rabbani initially agreed to step down for 
, the council to take charge. But, on February 19, he said 
ffiat he will step down only if the powerful new militia, 
the Taliban, is included in the proposed council. The 
Taliban generally supports the UN peace plan but has 
> refused to sign up. They seek a strict Islamic government 
and say they will not join any council unless it is made up 
of "good Muslims". 

• The Taliban says it will not accept anyone who had 
> links with the previous communist government. The 
group also rejected anyone who does not wear a beard 
and file traditional baggy clothes favoured by many, but 
notall Afghan men. 

A^hanistan is being controlled by three major militia 
groups: Hizbe Islami or Guibuddin Hekmatyar, Jamaati 
I falarni of Burhanuddin Rabbani and the Uzbeks of 
1 General Dostum. 

i The Taliban has emerged as file fourfii force. They 
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have occupied seven provinces in southern Afghanistan 
and are situated very close to Kabul. They have evicted 
Hekmatyar from his headquarters at Charasayab. Hek¬ 
matyar forces are reported to have fied, leaving behind 
large amount of heai^ military equipment. 

The Talibans are a group of students of Afghanistan 
who went to madrasas in Baluchistan during thq Soviet 
occupation. It is claimed that about 2000 of them got 
together in November, 1994 and moved into Afghanistan, 
from Pakistan, vowing to fiirow out the leadership of all 
warring rebel factions, clean the place of narcotics and 
establish a Shariah-based Islamic government in Af¬ 
ghanistan. 

They claim that they have no political ambitions The 
leadership is yet to be established. 

According to some reports the Taliban has been 
funded and armed by Pakistan. It is also suspected that 
several thousand young Pakistanis have been made to 
join it Without Pakistan's involvement it is difficult to 
explain the success of the Talibans. 

ANGOLA 

Civil war brings misery 

A ngola is potentially among Africa's richest 
countries, endowed with oil, diamonds and fertile 
land Today it is wasted and exhausted. 20-year of civil 
war has completely shattered the country. 

Two generations have come of age during the war, 
which began in early 1960s as a revolt against the colonial 
power, Portugal. After independence in 1975, fighting 
persisted between the rival liberation movements. The 
war became a proxy battle during the cold war. 

The government received Soviet and Cuban backing, 
while UNITA was supported by South Africa and USA. 
The result: atleast 500,000 people have died, millions are 
stalked by disease and hunger and tens of thousands, 
including children, have been maimed by the estimated 10 
million landmines planted by both sides. As per UN's 
estimates 1000 people are dying daily firom war, hunger 
and disease. 

In Novfflnber 1994, UNITA signed a peace accord with 
the government. Fighting has gradually ebbed since 
January 1995. The two sides have met twice to strengthen 
the truce. There ate faint signs of peace, daring Angolans 
to ask fiiemselves: could this really be the end? 

SOMALIA 

No end to suffering * 

T here is no sign of any prospect for an end to 
Somalia's suffering. And, with ffie UN preparing to 
abandon it after a costty two-year peacekeeping mission, 
the sufferings are expected to increase. 

For Somalis, suffering has been a way (rflife for most 
of die 35 wars of independence. First under the dictat(»- 
ship of Mdumed Sacl Barre, the economy was ruined in 


expensive military experiments. Barre fled the arid 
country of resources and drove its economy to a near halt 
in his 20-year rule. 

Barre's overthrow in 1991, by a rag tag band of guer¬ 
rillas bought a ray of hope But, the optimism was short¬ 
lived. The rebels turned on each other and fought for 
gaining power They killed, bombed and chased each 
other for montlis, until a UN-sanction US force, called 
"Restore Hope", intervened. 

The 30,000-strong force stopped wholesale carnai^ 
and opened food corridors to thousands of starving 
people. Some 1000 Somalis were dying daily before the 
intervention 

But, the billion-dollar campaign failed to persuade the 
warlords who continue to be at logger-heads for their own 
personal gains 

Every sixth Somali today is a refugee. The number, it 
IS feared, will increase once the UN abandons Somalia to 
its own fate UN had also helped revive farm output after 
a two-year fanune Peace had been restored in most parts 
of the country These gams stand at risk of being wiped 
out after the UN withdrawal 

BURMA 

Major victory for government forces in 
anti-insurgency operations 

O N January 26,1995, the highly fortifled military stron¬ 
ghold of Karen rebels, on the Thai border of Kaw- 
moora, fell to the government forces after two months of 
intense fighting. The Karen insurgent forces have 
withdrawn to Thailand 

With this victory Bie Burmese army has not only dealt 
a severe blow to the Karen movement, but has also 
deprived other umbrella organisations, comprising 
various other rebel armies m Burma, a safe haven on 
Burmese territory. 

The defeat of Karens is attributed to a split among the 
group, with the minority Buddhist Karens parting com¬ 
pany from the maprity Christian Karens and joining for¬ 
ces with the Burmese army. 

The success of the Burmese army is expected to In¬ 
crease the confldence of foreign investors. 

Burma has been bogged down by the problem of 
insurgency ever since it became independent in 1948. In 
1962, the Burmese army leader, Gen Ne Win, had over¬ 
thrown the government of Prime Minister U Nu on the 
issue of the degree of autonomy to be given to the edmic 
minorities. 

The ruling State Law and Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) is in dte process of drafting a new constitution 
and has offered the minorities a role in the drafting of the 
, constitution. Many ethnic gi'ou^ avmled themsdves of 
* this offer. But Karens had rejected it outright. Parties 
.' belonging io ^the opposition National League for 
Democracy are also not very optimistic ihatthe new cem- 


stitution will give full justice to the various ethnic groups*^ 

RUSSIA 

Yeltsin blames army for Chechen fiasco f / 

I N his annual state of the nation address to a joint sessi(m'> 
of the Parliament, on February 16,1995, President Boils*^' 
Yeltsm defended his decision to send Russian soldiers to‘. 
war in Chechnya He, however, blamed his military , 
leaders for "the big losses" and human rights "violations" " 
in die Chechnya republic 

This was President Yeltsin's first major address since ' 
he sent 40,000 soldiers into Chechnya, on December 11, 
1994, to force the republic to renounce its self-proclaimed 
independence 

While Mr Yeltsm praised the troops now serving in 
Chechnya, he criticis^ those who led them He added 
that the crisis had demonstrated die need to reorganise the 
Russian military 

Mr Yeltsin also said that Russia's strategy for the next' 
few years would be based on realistic partnership in all 
directions, without seeking any confrontation with any 
"power centre" m the world. 

He said that the partnership with the US, on the basis 
of a mutually acceptable balance of interests, was the 
kingpin of Russia's foreign policy. 

He also said that step would be taken to reorganise the 
armed forces and other troops to deal with actual 
problems of Russia's national security. 

US’CHINA RELATIONS 

Agreement to check copyright piracy 

T he Chinese and US trade officials reached an agree¬ 
ment on February 26,1995, to stop Chinese piracy of 
American movies, music and odicr goods The agreement 
helped forestall, for the time being, the threat of sanctions 
from both sides, averting a trade war between two of the 
world's largest economies The American businessmen 
had been loosing more than $ 1 billion in business each 
year, because of rampant theft of copyright and 
trademarks. 

MIDDLE EAST 

Paris peace talks fail 

I N the peace talks held in Paris on February 19, 1995, 
Israel and PLO failed to overcome obstacles blocking 
the expansiem of Palestinian autonomy PLO Chief, Mr 
Yasser Arafat warned that the stalemate threatened the 
entire West Asia peace process. 

Mr Arafat said that threats to peace induded con¬ 
tinued violence, a shortage of foreign flnandai aid and 
frustration over unmet deadlines for elections. 

Mr Arafat also accused Israel of violating the Septenv- 
ber 1993 agreement witii PLO, by imposing collective 
punishment, confiscating land and restricting the passage 
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Ii>f Palestinians onto Israeli territory. 

Mr Arafat urged France and other European countries 
help break the impasse with increased political and 
IjKonomic support for the Palestinian authority. 

Cairo meet: On February 3,19^5, the leaders of Israel, 
|t>«lan and Palestine met at Cairo in an effort to 
|lurther the stalled West Asia peace process. The leaders 
^denounced "terror and violence", in the Middle-East and 
^-re-affirmed their commitment to the Israel-PlX) peace deal. 

However, no agreement could be reached on lifting of 
ifl^rael's closure of the occupied West Bank and self-ruled 
^'Gaza Ship or on Jewisli .settlement. Israel had closed entry 
^<'to Gaza and West Bank following suicide bombings the 
^‘ militant organisation, Islamic jihad. 

The meeting ended with the leaders calling for an end 
to political violence, perseverance with PLO-israeli agree- 
I' it»nts and more international funding for the Palestinian 
L Authority. 

i . 

ITALY 

i Premier Dini wins confidence vote 

T he Italian Prime Minister, Mr Lamberto Dini's non¬ 
partisan government, completed parliamentary con- 
[■--.iinnation on February 1,1995, when it won a confidence- 
. vote in the senate. Mr Dini, a former banker with no party 
:«tlegience, made it clear to the .senators that his focus was 
Italy's economy. Before the voting, he pitched for 
- Parliament's support for his plan to rein in the budget- 
' deficit and regain the confidence of the markets in Italy. 
'. He expected his government to last only the time neces- 
t..8aty for key-measures, including new taxes and .spending 
Aleuts to prune Italy's budget. 

Mr Dini had taken over as premier after the resigna- 
, tion of Mr Berlusconi. Mr Berlusconi had resigned in the 
• wtake of withdrawal of support from the government by 
' coalition members. 

POLAND 

; Confrontation between President and 
’-Parliament 

imCORESIDENT Lech Walesa of Poland, the former head of 
the Solidarity Labour Union that toppled the conv- 
xinunist regime in 1989, is unhappy with the present 
f^govemment of former communists and peasants' parties, 
Iwhidi came to power in 1993. 

Mr Walesa has accused the government, led by Prime 
Minister Waldemar Pawlak, of dragging its heels on in- 
!^iilituting economic reforms and remaining passive in the 
f, foce of corruption and inefficiency. 

' % On February 6,1995, President Walesa asked the legis- 
^(latOla to dissolve ffieir mvn body or he would do it for 
f’them. The Parliament, however, passed a resolution 
'laying Mr Walesa had no grounds to dissolve it and 
.^^tfineatened to take him before the state tribunal, a special 
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court that determines whether politicians are acting 
within the constitution. 

Meanwhile the deadlock between the three centres of 
power, the president, the Pawlak's government and the 
parliament, continued. 

SRi LANKA 

LTTE indirectly admits assassinating Rajiv 

T he Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) have 
warned President Chandrika Kumaratunga against 
seeking a military solution to the island's ethnic conflict. 
They reminded her of the fate of the former Indian Prime 
Minister, Mr Rajiv Gandhi, "for ordering a war wiffi Tamils". 
LIT E ideologue and spokesman, Mr A. Balasingham, 
claimed that the LTTE "never" assassinated political leaders, 
but it was important to analyse why certain leaders were 
killed, ratlier ffian trying to find out who killed them. 

The statement was the first hint by, LTTE indicating 
that its cadres were behind the assassination of Rajiv 
Gandhi. 

Mr Balasingham, however, denied that LTTE was 
plotting to assassinate Ms Kumaratunga. "Her hands are 
clean. We have no reason to assassinate her", he said. "If 
by chance she gets her hands splattered with blood, she 
will have to pay for those deeds", he warned. 

Political observers feel that LTTE's warning to the 
President was a reflection of its frustration with her in not 
giving in entirely to their demands. 

USA 

Funds for peacekeeping operations cut 

T he Republican-controlled US House of Repre¬ 
sentatives voted on February 17,1995, to cut or even 
eliminate US payments for UN peacekeeping operations., 
The Bill was passed despite a threat of a Presidential Veto. 

President Bill Clinton opposed the provision, saying it 
would close down UN peacekeeping operations entirely. 

The voluntary costs for peacekeeping operations by 
USA in Somalia, Iraq, Bosnia and Haiti were $ 1.7 billicm 
in 1994. The share of USA In overall UN peacekeeping 
costs is $ 1.1 billion. 

$ 1.61 trillion budget proposed 

P resident BIU CUnton has proposed a $ 1.61 triliicm 
budget that seeks to appease angry voters with modest 
tax cuts, while trimming back hunebeds of government 
programmes in the name of efficiency. • 

But, file budget leaves virtually untouched the fast 
growing social benefits programme, which means fiiat the 
deficit wiU hover close to $ 200 billion for the rest of the 
decade. 

Republicans bave chafed that the President h^s 
ducked tough poUtkal dioim ffiat would hisye achieve , 
significant deficit reduction. ' ^ ' 


IRELAND 

Peace plan launched 

February 22,1995, Britain and Ireland launched the 
V^new Northern Ireland peace plan. They hoped that 
ordinary people, enjoying the first real peace in 25 years, 
will ignore Protestant politicians and give the proposals a 
chance. 

A three-part framework document outlines plans to 
forge new relations between protestant-dominated 
Northern Ireland and die Catholic Irish republic, from 
which It was partitioned 70 years ago. 

The framework document promises that Britain and 
Ireland will drop rival constitutional claims to the 
proviiKC, putting the onus on the pro-Biitish Protestant 
majority and Catholic nationalist minority to work out a 
new future togedier. 

The proposals broadly seek to blur die border be¬ 
tween the two neighbours in the frontierless Europe of the 
1990s, despite the fact that fearful Unionists want the 
border strengthened by constitutional guarantees, 

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 

Economic progress is alienating poor: 
UNICEF 

A ccording to a UNICEF report, the developing 
countries, where three quarters of the world's poorest 
live, get only 25 per cent of aid. Out of the total aid 
provided, 15 per cent goes to the agricultural sector, 2 per 
cent goes to primary education, 4 per cent to primary 
health care and less than 2 per cent to family planning 
services. 

The report says that the problem of economic mar¬ 
ginalisation of the poorest nations needs to be confronted. 
No social progress can be sustained, no human develop¬ 
ment can be anticipated if social and economic exclusion 
continues to be the chief characteristic of national and 
global economic systems. 

The report adds that poor remain poor principally 
because they are under-represented in political and 
economic decisions, because their voice is not sufficiently 
loud in the selection of society's priorities and because 
their needs do not weigh sufficiently in die allocation of 
public resources. 

The report observes tluR in many nations economic 
policy is acting as a kind of reverae shock absoiber, ensuring 
that me poor suffer first and most in bad times and gain last 
and least in good times. Ecc»iomic devdopment of this Idnd, 
whatever thebenefits to the better-off, is an eccmomic ratchet 
screwing the poor ever mote tightly to their povoty. 

The report sug^ts that jobs can be created and 
productivity, by ttna for the p^r, can be increased by 
polides coiwining land tenure r^rm with credit, train- 
(essential hifrastructure, avaSdbitIty of the right tech- 
n^ogtfs to small fari^rs and economic policies 
'favouring j^e iim of labour over capital.'dtis cah be 


One More Feather In Our Cap v 1 

Our candidate Sh. Vinay Dudeja bagged positiem'' 
In 1994 (based on 1993 exam). 

See what Mr. Vinay 
Dudeja has to say: 

Dear Sir, 

/ thank 'Masters 
Academy’ for the valuable 
guidance provided, i appreci¬ 
ate the model papers whi(^ 
helped in preparing for the 
exam. Diagnostic tests vrere 
superb. The material is handy 
and exhaustive. I am grateful 
to Masters Academy wiUiout which it m)uld not have 
been possible to achieve my goal in 1994. 

Sd Vinay Dudeja 
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SUCCESS in 1995 at 
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Oflleor Exam. Kit 

Price Rs. 360/- 
(Containing four 
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.achieved, the relatively small earnings of very large num¬ 
ber of people can be translated into increased demand for 
better food and health care. 

By the pursuit of such poor-oriented and labour-in¬ 
tensive patterns of growth, most families could be enabled 
to meet their own needs. 

Job growth prospects gloomy 

CCORDING to the International Labour Organisa¬ 
tion (ILO) report, the prospects for job growth remain 
gloomy ^roughout the world, barring a few exceptions. 
Most long term employment forecasts indicate that higher 
than present growth rates are required to restore full 
employment 

Developing countries need to adopt a balanced, two¬ 
pronged strategy aimed at generating a higher number of 
modern sector jobs, while upgrading the skills and living 
standards of the vast majority of the labour force clustered 
in the low-productivity rural and urban informal areas. 

The report said that high rates of investment in both 
physical and human capital have bt>en the hallmarks of suc¬ 
cessful developing countries. However, simply boosting in¬ 
vestment or increasing aid to poor countries was not enough. 
"It is equally important to raise productivity of capital and to 
ensure that it is efficiently allocated across sector." 

Barings Collapse 

1.1, major Asian markets tumbled on February 27, 
1995, following the collapse of the 233-year-old Lon¬ 
don finance house Barings Pic, which was hit by atleast 
$ 800 million in losses after a gamble on derivatives by 
28-year-old Singapore-based trader Nick Lceson. 

Shockwaves from Barings demise—and the Bank of 
England's failure to launch a rescue package despite frantic 
negotiations—hit shares in I,ondon, Frankfurt and Paris and 
sent sterling crashing to a record low against the mark. 

"Derivatives" is a term that applies to a huge range of 
trading instruments such as swaps, options and futums, 
which derive their value from underlying financial assets 
such as bonds, currencies, shares and commodities. 
Derivatives allow international companies and organisa¬ 
tions hedge against movements in markets. In recent 
years there has been an explosive growth of these com¬ 
puter driven transactions. 

The British employee of Barings Mr Leeson, had done 
his derivative deals in the hope that the Tokyo index 
would go up. But, it slided thus making the bank 
bankrupt. Had the index gone up there would have been 
windfall profits and Mr Leeson would have been hailed 
as a financial wizard. 

Pounded in 1762, Barings is one of Britain's oldest, 
most prestigious investment banks which lists Queen 
Elizabeth II among its clients. It was described in 1818, by 
the French statesman, the Duke de Richelieu, as the sbem 
great power in Europe, alongside England, Prance, Rus¬ 
sia, Austria and Prussia. 

The bank flourished alongside die British empire. It 


was Baring credit that reopened British trade with USA, 
after the American war or independence. The Bank also 
helped finance Britain's wars against Napoleon. 

PAKISTAN 

Violent Karachi, Furious Lahore 

ARACHI, Pakistan's largest city of more than 12 mil¬ 
lion people and the capital of soudiern province of 
Sindh, remained violent throughout February, despite 
declaration of state of emergency and a crackdown by the 
law-enforcing agencies. 

Seven people were shot dead on March 2, whereas 
twenty were gunned down by marked gunmen in two 
mosques of Shia-sect, on February 25,1995. Prime Mini¬ 
ster ^nazir Bhutto's government has been powerless to 
stop the rampant violence, that has claimed more than 
1000 lives in past one year. Pakistani opposition leader, Mr 
Nawaz Sharif, and die MGM chief, Mr Altaf Hussain, 
demanded the resignation of Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto criticising Government's incompetency and 
failure to control the affairs of the country. There have 
been numerous shootings, at mosques in recent months, 
many of them blamed on Sipahe-sahedm, a hardline Sunni 
group and Tchrik-e-fa/rta a rival Shiaite group. 

Violent demonstrations were witnessed in I.iihore 
also, where the Sunni demonstrators protested against the 
acquittal of two Christians, Salamat Masih, 14, and his 
uncle Kehmat Masih, 44, by Lahore High Court. They had 
been earlier sentenced to deadi for blasphemy against 
Islam, by i lower court. The two were accused of scrawl¬ 
ing blasphemous remarks on paper chits and throwing 
them into a mosque in Gujranwala district in 1993. The 
l.ahore high court bench observed the prosecution failed 
to substantiate the case with proper evidence. 

However, the Moslem militants rejected the judge¬ 
ment and chanted slr^ans against judiciary and the Prime 
Minister. The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan had 
applauded the verdict as a 'triumph for justice'. 

Pak Christians demand separate State: The Pakis¬ 
tani Christians living abroad luve demanded separate 
Christian State within Pakistan to be called 'Takistan'. Mr 
Nascem Deen, the President of Pakistan Christian League 
in Britain, said in a statement cm February 18, "if we were driven 
to the wall, we may have no choice." The issue of Takbtan was 
raised in i^rachi some years ago. According to Mr Deen, abotA 
two dozen cases of bla4>hemy had been registered in Pakistan 
.so far and four Christians had been murdered. He demanded 
the bla^hemy law to be abolished. 

There were also widespread condemnation of this law 
in the various worid-centres. A German delegation to the 
UN Human Rights Conference said, "the country's blas¬ 
phemy law violated basic principles of human rights". 

Seventy-five British barristers also submitted a letter 
of protest to Pakistani High Commissioner at London 
expressing their dismay and shock at the law. Ute U^ 
Congress also commented on Pakistan's mudh feared 
blasphemy law. , 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

EDI: Electronic Data Inter¬ 
change. 

KEDO: Korean Energy Develop¬ 
ment Organisation. 

RDS: Radio Data Servicing 

AWARDS 

Niwano Peace Prize, 1995 

R Muthukumaraswamy Aram 
Vaiarthanatan, a nominated 
member of the Rajya Sabha from 
Tamil Nadu, popularly known as Dr 
M Aram, has been selected for the 
prestigious award, m recognition of 
his significant contribution to inter- 
religious cooperabon 

1 he award has been insbtuted by 
Japan-based Niwano Peace Founda¬ 
tion. ‘ 

Dr Y. Nayudamma Memorial 
Award, 1994 

R K Kasturirangan, chairman of 
the Indian Space Research Or- 
ganisabon (ISRO) has been given the 
award for his pioneering contribu¬ 
tion to Indian satellite development 
programme. 

The award was instituted by the 
Indo-Japan Friendship Association, 
in 19W, in memory of internationally 
renowned leather technologist. Dr Y. 
Nayudamma. 

Sulabh Award 

HIEF Election Commissioner of 
India, Mr T.N. Seshan, has been 
chosen for the Sulabh award, for his 
sterling contribution in cleansing the 
electoral system of India. 

The Rs 5-lakh award has been in¬ 
stituted by the Sulabh International 
to commemorate its silver jubilee in 
die service of the down-trodden. 

Green Ribbob award 
IkyrEDHA Patkar, who has been 
J^Xcampaigning against the Sardar 
fistovor project for past ten years, has 
been awarded Britain's prestigious 


Green Ribbon political award 
reserved for an intemabonal cam¬ 
paigner 

The Green Ribbon political 
awards are organised by BBC 
wildlife magazine and environmen¬ 
tal policy consultants which serve to 
praise individual British politician's 
contributions to environment protec¬ 
tion One special award is reserved 
for an mtemabonal campaigner 

Filmfare awards, 1994 

Best film: Hum Aapke Ham Kami 
directed by Sooraj Barjatya 

Best director: Sooraj Barjatya for 
Hum Aapke Ham Kaun 

Best actor. Nana Patekar for 
Kranhveer 

Best actress: Madhuri Dixit for 
Hum Aapke Ham Kaun 

Best male singer. Kumar Sanu 
for 1942—A Love Story 

Best female singer: Kavita 
Krishnamurty for 1942—A Live Story 

Best music director: R.D Bur- 
man for 1942—A Love Story. 

Raj Kapoor award for lifetime 
achievement: Waheeda ^hman and 
Shammi Kapoor 

Best fresh face: Sonali Bhendre. 

Sensational debut. Tabu for 
Vtjaypalh. 

Best supporting actress: Dimple 
Kapadia for Kranhveer. 

Best supporting actor: Jackie 
Shroff for 1942— A Love Story 

Best lyricist: Javed Akhtar for 
1942—A Story 

BOOKS 

For the President's Eyes only 

UTHORED by Prof Christopher 
Andrew of Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity tile book claims the technical 
means, such as spy satellites, 
eavesdropping device etc, avaUable 
wftil USA ^ve it the espad ty to listen 


to the conversations of foreim 
leaders. The autiior claims that US 
spied on all foreign leaders, irrespec¬ 
tive of which country titey belonged 
to 

Future of NPT, The 

HIS book has been written by Dr 
Savita Pande, a research officer 
with the Institute for Defence Studies 
and Analyses (DSA), New Delhi. Ac¬ 
cording to the book the five-member 
"nuclear dub" is among the worst 
violators of the nuclear non¬ 
proliferation treaty even while 
preaching non-proliferation to the 
rest of the world. The book recom¬ 
mends that the "flawed" NPT should 
be dumped altogether. 

PERSONS 

Calment, Jeanne 

HE IS hailed as the world's oldest 
person. She turned 120 on 
February 21, 1995. Sie has been the 
oldest person of the world since 1991, 
when an American, Carry White, 
died at the age of 116 

Ms Calment lives in tiie southern 
city of Arles, in France, where she 
was bom m 1875. She has outlasted 
her husband, brotiier, daughter and 
grandson. She remembers selling 
coloured pencils to Vincent Van Gogn 
and watching builders erect tiie Ei&I 
Tower in 18^. 

Since 1985 she has been living in 
a nursing home which has been 
renamed after her She has been 
forced to give up her two dgarettes a 
day and her single glass of wine 
before meals, but she still nibbles on 
chocolate. 

PROJECTS 

13th Oil Refinery of India 

HE 13th oil refineiy of India, set¬ 
up by the Madras Refineries 
Limited, was dedicated to tiie nation 
on Februaiy 15, 1995. The Rs 159- 
crore refinery is situated at Panan- 
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gudi in Tamil Nadu. It has a capacity 
to refine 5 million tonne of crude 
from the near]^ oil wells in the 
Cauvcry basin. Tne refinery has been 
commissioned in a record SO-month 
period. 

'Taperless trading" in three 
metros soon 

E lectronic Data interchange 
(EDI) facility, known as paperless 
trading, will very soon be available to 
exporters and importers in Bombay, 
Calcutta and Madras An EDI pilot 
project is already operational in Delhi 
since January 25,1995. 

EDI handles formatted data ena¬ 
bling companies worldwide to com¬ 
municate using computers. It 
facilitates transfer of invoices, pur¬ 
chase orders, shipping instructions, 
contractual informabon, payments 
and clearances EDI reduces paper 
work, increases efficiency, avoids 
manual mistakes, promotes closer 
links between traders and authorities 
and ensures timely delivery. 

Provision of EDI facility in the 
country has assumed urgency since 
all the developed countries, as well as 
countries in South-East Asia, have al¬ 
ready switched-over to paperless 
trading. Very soon, countries not con¬ 
forming to EDI might lose out on in¬ 
ternational trade opportunities 

RESEARCH 

Geneplasm bank In sugarcane 
Nsearch 

T he sugarcane breeding institute 
in Coimbatore figures among 
notable research institutes of the 
world today, for not only its research 
work but ror housing a germplasm 
bank, one of only two of its kind in 
the world. This unique bank has a 
collection of exotic and indi^nous 
germplasm of cultivated and wild 
strains, important for crop improve¬ 
ment. 

A decision to establish a world 
sugarcane gene bank, duplicating the 
original collection at Canal Point in 
the US, was taken at the ninth meet- 
^ ing of die International Society of 
J Sugarcane Technologists, in 1956, 

[ ■ and the Coimbatore Institute was 
, selected for the outstanding work 
redone by Indian scientists in explora- 
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tion and collection of wild sugarcane 
germplasm. The world collection of 
sugarcane germplasm, maintained 
by the United States department of 
agriculture, was immediately air¬ 
lifted to Coimbatore for estab¬ 
lishment of the second world 
germplasm bank. j 

Subsequently, in 1962, the in¬ 
stitute established its research in¬ 
stitute at Kannur (Cannanore) in 
Kerala to house the germplasm col¬ 
lection. Kannur was selected since 
the collection could be maintained in 
isolation at almost field quarantine 
conditions. It has since been ex¬ 
panded into a full-fledged world 
germplasm collection centre and ac¬ 
claimed for its over 3,300 samples. 

In achieving its objective of ex¬ 
panding the collection, evaluating 
them and evolving varieties suitable 
for various agro-climabc regions of 
the country, the bank propagates the 
samples every year and screens them 
for various characters to select the 
best. 

Fluoride toothpastes harmful, say 
experts 

A ccording to the consultants at 
the Indian Journal of Clinical 
Practice (IJCP) naturally high 
fluoride levels in India's drinking 
water renders further addition in 
toothpastes superfluous for adults 
and harmful tor children Poorer 
children who suffer from mainutri- 
ti<m but use fluoridated toothpaste 
are particularly prone to the toxic ef¬ 
fects of fluorides. 

A small amount of fluorides 
helps prevent dental caries but exces¬ 
sive ingestion damages the teeth and 
bones and has also been linked to 
lowered kidney function, thyroid 
problems and retarded growth. In 
many countries, not only toothpas¬ 
tes, but water supplies are also 
fluoridated to make up for environ¬ 
mental deficiencies. 

The Indian Government now 
plans to amend (he Drugs and Cos¬ 
metics Act to make it compulsory for • 
manufacturers to print warning fliat 
childim should not use toothpastes 
that do not meet fluoride speciflea- 
tions appropriate to this countary. 


Fluorosis, die disease caused due 
to more than normal presence of 
fluoride in the body, is typified \sy 
chalky white patches on the teeth 
with streaks of brown or even black 
pigment, and in severe cases, there is 
pitting and corrosion. , 

^ Space radar helps to probe 
' Cambodian ruins 

A radar aimed from space is help¬ 
ing probe the mysteries of an¬ 
cient Cambodian ruins, that are home 
to the legendary temples of Angkor. 

The World Monuments Fund, a 
New York-based non-protit or¬ 
ganization that works to conserve 
historically important structures, is 
involved with groups from 11 other 
nations in exploring Angkor, a com¬ 
plex of more than 60 temples that was 
the spiritual centre for the Khmer 
people for 800 years beginning in 
A D. 802 

Until recently, researchers study¬ 
ing the rums of Cambodia's ancient 
city of Angkor had been hindered by 
thick rainforests. But, data gathered 
by a space radar system developed at 
NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory 
(JPL) in Pasadena, California, in 
January, 1995, gave researchers im¬ 
ages of the site tliat include what may 
be evidence of a previously undis¬ 
covered settlement. 

JPL developed the radar 
laboratory for gathering data useful 
to various fields, including ecology, 
oceanography and geology. It has 
two systems, the space-bome imag- 
i ing radar-C and the X-band synthetic 
aperture radar. 

After examining the radar im¬ 
ages, researchers discovered what 
may be evidence of a previously un¬ 
noticed area to the north of the 
temple complex, which Is believed to 
have been Angkor's royal and 
religious centre. • 

SPACE RESEARCH 

UN to seHip space science centre 
in India 

T he United Nations has decided 
to establish the prestigious Omtre 
for Space Science and Teclmology 
Education and Research at the Indian 


Institute of Remote Sensing There is 
also a proposal to open three more 
regional centres in Latin America, 
West Asia and Asia-Pacific regions. 

India managed to convince UN 
to open the regional centre in India 
despite stiff opposition from China. 

India signs ten-year space pact 

I NDIA'S Antrix Corporation 

Limited, commercial arm of the In- • 
dian Department of Space, has 
signed a lO-year agreement with 
the Earth Observation Satellite, an 
American company, popularly 
known as Eosat, which will yield 
over a billion dollars in commer¬ 
cial revenue for the world-wide 
remote sensing industry It will 
also create new business oppor¬ 
tunities for the remote-sensing in¬ 
dustry 

The Indian Space Department's 
dedicated programme of (;arth 
monitoring dirough ten satellites in 
10 years is expected to make India a 
world leader in providing earth ob¬ 
servation satellites. 

Dr K. Kastunrangan, Chairman 
of both Antnx and the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO), said 
"India's remote-sensing programme 
differs from those of other nations be¬ 
cause we design the satellites bodi to 
address commercial needs and to 
support our national efforts for sus¬ 
tainable development Our long-term 
commitment to the IRS (Indian 
Remote Sensing) programme builds 
on our technical capability and as¬ 
sures users of quality eartli observa¬ 
tion data " 

Under the agreement, Eosat 
will be the exclusive worldwide 
marketing agent for the earth obser¬ 
vation data generated by the IRS 
satellites, two of which are already 
operating. The data will be sold 
commercially dirough the Eosat's 
international data distribution net¬ 
work. The infonnation from the IRS 
satellite is used for natural resource 
applications such as geology; forest 
mapping, environmenbil planning, 
crop monitoring and regional plan¬ 
ning. 

Eosat's ground station at Nor¬ 


man, Oklahama, is 
India to receive IRS data. Eqi^t ffas 
been collecting data from I^-fB 
since June 1994 and will soon be col¬ 
lecting data from IRS-2B, which was 
launched in October 1994. 


Discovery trip to prepare for space 
docking witti Mir 

T he us space-shuttle Discovery 
was launched on February 3,1995 
' towards a planned rendezvous wiBi 
Russia's Mir space station Die space- 
shuttle also carried the world's first 
female spaceship pilot and a Russian 
cosmonaut Vladimir Dtov. 

Discovery and Mir participated in 
a 400-km high orbital ballet in which 
both came as close as 12 and 14 
‘ metres from each odier. It was a spec¬ 
tacle* Two 100-ton space^ips flying 
only 12 metres apart at a speed of 
28,000 kph 

The rendezvous helped the 
astronauts to prepare for the 
proposed docking of the space shut¬ 
tle Atlantis and the Mir space station 
m June 1995 This was the first US- 
Russian pint missirm In 20 years. 


UN 

UN begins 50th year celebrations 

T he 50th anniversary celebrations 
were kicked-ofr by Secretary- 
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali on 
February 2, 1995 The anniversary 
came as the world body faces increas¬ 
ing criticism, particularly in the US, 
for inefficiency and waste. 

Dr Boutros-Ghali said that since 
^ts creation, the UN had carried-out 
•35 peace-keeping missions and 
helped negotiate more than 100 
peaceful settlements of conflicts. But 
he added that the UN can only sur¬ 
vive with the continued support of ite 
member'States. "This year is not only 
a time for celebration. It is also a time 
for reflection and for renewal", he 
added. 

The US Ambassador presented 
the world body with the original 
charter that established the UN in 
1945. The charter is housed in the Na¬ 
tional Archives in Washington but 
will be di^layed at tite UN fat the 
year. 


paging: Changing the way 
•peo]^e communicate 

C OMMUNICADONS has taken a 
new turn in bidia with All Indki 
Radio (AIR) launching country's first 
Radio Data Servicing (RDS) pagers in 
seventeen selected cities. Paging ser¬ 
vice has also been started by sevenll 
private operators in several major 
cities of India. 

A one-way communication, 
paging is useful fbo- people tm file 
move who have to to in constant 
touch with headquarters. 

All that a calling party has to do 
is ring up a paging operator in file 
city. The message is then formatted, 
encoded and transmitted to be pick¬ 
ed up by the individual's pager. 

At the receiving end a beep or a 
vibrating signal alerts the user to a 
message of a maximum of 80 charac¬ 
ters flashed on the LCD screen of his 
pager. 

Customers are charged much 
like telephone services but in the 
reverse order, where the caller does 
not pay but the persexi with file pager 
does. 

Device to detect forgery in 
2 seconds 

A new system to detect signature 
forgery and similar f^ud in two 
seconds has been launched. The 
world-leading electronic signature 
voification system, that has just com¬ 
pleted successful trials in Britain, 
uses neural network technology to 
detect forgeries wifii 95 per cent ac¬ 
curacy within two seconds. The sys¬ 
tem has been developed by me 
neural computing specialists from 
the technolo^ arm of file UK Atomic 
Energy Authority (AEA). 


Use of neural network technol- . 
ogy means that a computer learns • 
like a human brain by constructing a ' 
neural network of its experiences. • 
These packages learn to recognise the - 
unique characteristics of a person's . 
signature for conqiarison on future 
signing occasions. The system's 
countermatch package provides a ' 
secure, unbiased, autixnated way of 
checking signatures as they are being ' 
written, eliminating the risk td ; 
human error. 
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SPORTS 


ATHLETICS 

13th Rath Indian Open Marathon 

TWENTY-nine-year-old Pune 
based army athlete, Keshav Singh 
took the men's crown clocking 
2:22.33. lie had won the Rath 
marathon in 1993 also. 

In the women's section 25-yeai^ 
old Ladakhi woman, Rigzen 
Angmo won the race with a timing 
of 2:49.08. She had earlier won the 
Kathmandu marathon in early 
Fd^ruary, 1995 
Intef'State meet 

Delhi won the overall champion¬ 
ship with 122 points. Karnataka 
(114) and Tamil Nadu (105) finished 
I second and third respectively. The 
team championship in men's sec¬ 
tion was won by Delhi with 81 
points. The women's team title was 
won by Karnataka with 71 points. 

Rajesh Bhardwaj of Elelhi was 
adjudged the best athlete in the 
men's section while Solaimathi of 
Tamil Nadu emeiged as the best 
woman athlete 

The championship was held at 
Bangalore. 

BOXING 

14th YMCA International 
Championship 

India lifted the Aspy Adjania 
Ihiphy, bagging 25 points, as the 
mi^ty Kazakhstan came a close 
second, followed by Turkmenistan. 
The trophy has been introduced in 
the memory of Aspy Adjania, 
former Indian Amateur Boxing 
Federation President 

CRICKET 

Centenaiy series limited-over 
tournament 

Australia scored a comprehen¬ 
sive six-wicket victory over New 


Zealand to win the Centenary series 
limited-over tournament. The tour- 
ruiment was held to celebrate cen¬ 
tenary of the Board of Cricket 
Control of New Zealand. 

India and South Africa were 
the other participating countries 
In the women's section India's 
women cricketers made history by 
winning an international tourna¬ 
ment for the first time, and that 
too on their debut India beat New 
Zealand by 29 runs in the final. 
Australia was the third participat¬ 
ing country 

Hazare Trophy 

North zone won the Vijay 
Hazare Llnder-16 Cricket title 
when they beat East Zone by six 
wickets in their concluding league 
match 

Ashes Series 

Australia wrapped-up the five- 
Test series 3-1 when they 
defeated England by 329 runs in 
the fifth and final Test played 
at Perth. 

Zimbabwe-Pakistan Test Series 

Pakistan beat Zimbabwe by 99 
runs in the third and deciding Test 
to win the series 2-1. Zimbabwe 
had earlier won the first Test and 
lost the second. 

India-A-England-A Test Seriet 
ENGLAND-A made a clean sweep 
when they defeated India by one 
wicket in the third and final Test 
at Mohali, Punjab. Earlier England- 
A had won the Test matches played 
at Bangalore and Calcutta. 

FOOTBALL 

51st Santosh Trophy 

Bengal defeated six-time cham¬ 
pions Punjab, 2-1 in extra time, to 
win die 51st Santosh JW^hy na¬ 


tional football championship. The 
championship was held at 
Madras. 

This was Bengal's 25th triumph 
in their 35th final 

HOCKEY 

Sahara India Indira Gandhi Gold 
Cup 

India were swept away by South 
Korea 3-1 in the final India showed 
all the skills but lacked the inven¬ 
tiveness to score This was the third 
time in last two years that South 
Korea defeated India. 

The championship was held in 
New Delhi. 

TENNIS 

National Hardcourt Championship 

TOP-seed Prahlad Snnadi allied 
from a set down to win the men's 
singles title. In the finals he 
defeated K.G. Ramesh of Railways 
to become the first player from 
Karnataka to win the tide 

In the women's singles final 
Nirupama Vaidyanathan of Tamil 
Nadu justified her top billing 
when she easily defeated un¬ 
seeded Jahanvi Parekh of 
Maharashtra. 

The championship was held at 
Bangalore. 

Davis Cup qualifying round match 
India-Hong Kong: India 
moved into the second round of 
the Group-I Asia<€>ceania Zone 
when th^ defeated Hong Ktmg 
4-1. 

Shritam Open Tounaament 

VlKRANTChadha lifted the men's , 
sin^tes tide when he defeated K.Gl 
Ramesh. The tournament was hd4 
at New Delhi. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 
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Quantitative Aptitude 


1. The len^ and breadth of a field are in the ratio 
5 : 3. If its area is 375 vcC, the perimeter of the field (in 
meters) is: 

(«) 50 {!>) 60 «tc) 80 (d) 90 

2. The adjacent sides of a parallelogram measure 
20 m and 16 m. If d\e distance between the longer sides is 
8 m, then the distance between the shorter sides (in 
meters) is. 

(a) 5 (b) 10 (c) 12 (d) 20 

3. ABCD is a given trapezium. The sides AB, BC, 
Cl.) and DA measure 77 cm, 25 cm, 60 cm and 26 cm 
respectively. DF is drawn parallel to CB meeting AB at F. 
The area or the triangle DAE (in cm^) is: 

(a) 200 (b) 202 (c) 204 (d) 206 

4. If the diameter ot a circle is 14 cm, then its area (in 
cm^) would be: 

(<l) 616 154 (c) 49 (d) 28 

5. An equilateral triangle is inscribed in a circle. If a 
side of the triangle is 12 cm, then the area of the circle is 
equal to: 

(a) 487Csq.cm 36nsq.cm 

(c) 24nsq.cm (d) 16nsq.cm 

6. The area (in cm^) of the shaded portion in the 
given figure is: 

6 cm_ 


Sent 


I 4 cm 

I 4 an 


(a) 16 \ 20 (c) 24 (d) 36 

7. If four isosceles right angled triangles of side 
5 m are removed from the corners of a rectangular 
plot 20 m X 10 m, then the area of die remaining portion 
(in m*) is: 


(«) 156.0 (b) 156.5 (c) 150.0 (d) 150.6 

8. The measurements in^i field book are recorded as 
under 


To C100 


ToB 

500 

300 

100 

From A 


ToD 


The reading to D is missing in the field b^. But the 
area of this find is meationea as 4QJOOQ or. Then the 


missing value (in m) should be: 

(fl) 60 ib) 50 (c) 40 (d) 30 

9. If a 20 m X 20 m hall is such that die sum of dw 
areas of die floor and roof is equal to that of the four walls, 
then the volume of the hall (In m^) is: 

(a) 2400 (b) 3200 (c) 4000 (d) 4800 

10. The volume of a cube with surface area 384 cm^ 


is: 


(fl) 216 cm’ (b) 256 cm'’ (c) 484 cm’ (d) 512 cm’ 


11. If the length, breadth and height of a cuboid are 
5 cm, 4 cm and 3 cm re^ctively, then the total surface 
area of the cuboid (in cm’) is: 

(a) 60 (b) 94 (f) 120 (d) 240 

12. If the areas of faces of a rectangular block are in 
the ratio 2:3:4 and its volume is 9000 cm’, then the length 
of the shortest side (in cm) is: 

(a) 30 (b) 20 (c) 15 (d) 10 

13. If the height of two cones are in the ratio of 1:4 
and the radii of their bases are in the ratio 4 :1, then the 
ratio of their volumes is: 


(0)1:2 (b) 2.3 (c)3:4 (d)4:l 

14. The diameter of two cones are equal and their 
slant heights are in the ratio 5:4. If the curved surface of 
the smaller cone is 200 cm’, then the curved surface of the 
bigger cone (in cm’) is: 

(fl) 200 (b) 250 (c) 400 (d) .500 

15. An edge of a cube measures 10 cm. If a largest 
possible right circular cone is cut out of this cube, then the 
volume of the cone (in cm’) is: 

(a) 260 (b) 260.9 (c) 261.9 (d) 262.7 

16. If the radius of the base and the height of a right 
circular cone are increased by 20%, then the percentage 
increase in volume is approximately: 

(fl) 60 (b) 68 (c) 73 (d) 78 

17. The ratio between the volume of a sphere and the 
volume of the circumscribing right cylinder is: 

(a) 2:1 (b) 1:1 (c) 2:3 (d)l:2 

18. If the radius of a sphere is doubled, then the 
percentage increase in the surface area will be: 


(a) 100 (b) 200 (c) 300 (d) 400 


19. The diameter (in cm) of the sphere of surface area 
154 sq. cm. is: 

(fl) 28 (b) 21 (c) 14 (d) 7 

20. A solid metal ball of radius 8 cm is melted and 
cast into smaller balls each of radius 2 cm. The number of 
such balls is. 

(fl) 8 (b) 16 (c) 32 (d) 64 

21. The value of the expression 

16x’ + 24x + 9for 


x>= 
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(fl) 2 (&) I (c) 0 (d) -1 

22. If any two irrational numbers are added, then 
which one of the following statements is true? 

(a) The sum is always an integer 

{b) The sum is always an irrational number 

(r) The sum may be a rational or an irrational number 

(d) The sum is always a rational number 

23. If one of the two factors of an expression which is 
a difference of two cubes is given by + x^y + y^ then the 
other factor would be- 

(a) x + y (i») x-y (c) x^ + y (d) x^-y 

24. The prime factors of 2310 are: 

(fl) 2,3,4,7,11 (11)2,4,5,7,11 

(c) 2,3,5,7,11 (d) none of the above 

25. Which one of the following is not a factor of 
x’-6x^ + llx-6? 


(«) (x-1) (/.) (x-2) (f) (x-3) (d) (x-4) 

26. Ut 

f (x) = aox" + a ix" ‘ 4 a 2 x" ^ 4... t an-i x 4 an where ao, 
ai.... are constants If f(x} is divided by (ax 4 b), then the 
remainder is: 

(a) f(f) (i»)f(-f) (0 f<f) (d) f(-J) 

27. The least common multiple of 

p(x) = (x 4 2)^ (x - 2) and q(x) = x^ - 4x -12 is: 

(a) (x 4 2) (X - 2) (b) (X 4 2) (X - 2) (x - 6) 

(c) (x4 2)(x- 2)2 (d) (x4 2)2(x-2)(x- 6) 

28. The H.C.F. of x‘ - xy - 2y^ and 2x^- xy - 3y^ is: 

(«) (x4y) (6) (x-y) (c) (2x-3y) 

(d) none of the above 

29. If (x 4 3) (x 4 4) (x 4 5) = x(x • if 416x^ - 26, then: 

(fl) x = -2 (fc) x = 2 (c) x = 3 (d) x = 4 

30. The expression 

(X -1) (x -2) -9x + 14) 

(x-7)(x^-3x + 2) 
simplifies to: 

(fl) (x-1) (b) (x-2) (c) (x-7) (d) 

31. The system of equations 

3x 4 y -1 - 0 
6x42y -2-0 

(fl) has X = 1 and y = 2 as a solution 

(b) has X = -1 and y = - 2 as a solution 

(c) does not have a solution 

(d) has infinitely many solutions 

32. Solution of the simultaneous linear equations 
2x V 1 

3""2* 6 


(fl) x = 2,y*-3 (b)x = -2,y = 3 

(c) x = 2,y«3 (d) x»-2,y*- 3 

33. The ages of two persons differ by 20 years. 5 years 
Ago, the elder one was 5 times as old as the yo^ger one. 
Ineir ages are: 


(fl) 30 years, 10 years (b) 25 years, 5 years 

(c) 29 years, 9 years (d) 50 years, 30 years 

34. A number consists of two digits whose sum is 15. 
If 9 is added to the number, then the digits change fteir 
places. The number is- 

(fl) 69 (b) 78 (c) 87 (d) 96 

35. The solution set of the simultaneous liqpar equa¬ 
tions 


4x-3y = 7 
7x 4 5y = 2 
is: 

(«) 1(1.1)) (felK-l.!)} 

(c) K-l,-l)l \(dj {(1,-1)} 

36. The values of x and y, that simultaneously satisfy 
the equations 2x 4 3y = 5 and 7x - 4y = 3 are: 

(fl) 0,1 (b) 1,0 (c)-l,l VP) 1,1 

37. If the equatiois 2x^ - 7x 4 3 = 0 and 4x^ 4 ax - 3 = 0 
have common root, then the values of 'a' are. 

(fl) -11 or 4 (b) -11 or-4 

(c) 11 or-4 (d) llor4 

.38. If the sum of the roots of a quadratic equation is 6 
and the product of the roots is also 6, then the equation is: 
(fl) x^ - 6x 4 6 =. 0 (b) x^ 4 6x - 6 = 0 

(c) x^-6x-6 = 0 (d) x^46x46 = 0 

39. If a and P bo the roots of the quadratic equation 
x^ - 6x 4 6 = 0 

then the value of 4 p^ is: 

(fl) 36 (b) 24 (c) 12 (d) 6 

40. If a* = b’' = c* and b^ = ca, then y equals: 


' ' X 4Z 


(c) 


xz 


(d) 


2xz 


2 (^ 


2(z-x) ' ' x + z 
41. If X = y", y = and z - x', then the value of abc is; 


(fl) 4 (b) 3 (c) 2 (d) 1 

42. The expression x^^’. simplifies to: 

(fl) -1 (b) 0 (c) 1 (d) 2 

43. If A is the set of all integral multiples of 3 and B is 
the set of all int^ral multiples of 5, then A n B is ffte set of 
all integral multiples of: 

(fl) 345 (b) 5-3 (c) gcd(3,5) 

(d) LCM(3,5) 

44. Consider the following statements: 

1. Any set A is comparable with itself. 

2. jO) is a singleton set 

3. |<^) is an empty set 
Of these statements: 

(fl) land 2 are correct (b) 1 and 3 are correct 

(c) 2 and 3 are correct (d) 1,2 and 3 are correct 

45. Consider ihe following statements: 

If P' denotes the complement of the set P, dien 

1. (AnB)' = A'oB' 

2. (AuB)'rA'uB' 

3. {A-B)'«A'-B' 

Of diese statements: 


(fl) none is true (b) onlyoneistnre 
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(c) two of them are true (cf) all are true 

46 An angle which is greater than 180° but less Hian 
360° IS called a/an 

(a) refl«( angle (b) nght angle 

(c) obtuse angle (d) acute angle 

47 Which one of the following statements is false^ 

(а) A line segment can be produced to any desia'd 
length 

(б) Through a given point only one straight line can be 
drawn 

(c) Through two given points it is possible to draw one 
and only one, straight line 

(d) Two straight lines can intersect in only one point 

48 Each angle of a regular pentagon will be 

(a) 72° (b) 90° (c) 108° (rf) 120° 

49 A rectangular box is open on one side The num¬ 
ber of pairs of parallel planes of such a box is 

(a) three (b) five (c) two (d) six 

50 ABC IS a straight line in the given figure If EB 
bisects the angle ABD and FB bisects the angle CB11, then 



A B C 


(fl) EBXBF (b) FBIBC 

(c) BDIBI (d) none of the above 

51 Each internal angle of a regular hexagon is 

(a) 60“ (b) 120° (c) 108° (d) 90° 

52 If the arms of one angle are respectively parallel 
to the arms of another angle, then the two angles are 

(a) neither equal nor supplementary 

(b) not equal but supplementary 

(c) equal but not supplementary 

(d) either equal or supplementary 

53 If AB and CD are two parallel straight lines and 
EF IS a transversal which cuts AB at P and CD at Q, then 
the angles APQ and PQD are called 

(a) corresponding angles 

(b) alternate angles 

(c) mterior opposite angles 

(d) adjacent angles 

54 If ABC IS a triai^le, right angled at B and M, N arc 
midpoints of AB and BC, then 4 (An* + CM^) is equal to 

(a) A AC? (6) 5AC^ (t) |aC* (d) 6 AC* 

55. If ABC is an equijateral triangle and AD is per¬ 
pendicular to BC, then AD* is equal to: 

(«) |dC* (6) 2 DC* (c) 3DC* (d) 4DC* 

56. Consider the following stabarnents' 

IWo right triangles are congruent if 

1. the hypotenuse of one triangle is equal to the 
hypotenuse of die other 


2 a side of one triangle is equal to the corresponding 
side of the othei tnangic 

3 sides of the triangles are equal 

4 the angle of the triangles are equal 
Of these statements 

(a) 1 and 2 ate correct (6) 2 and 3 aie correct 

(c) 1 and 3 are correct (d) only 4 is correct 

57 The point in the plane of a triangle which is at 
equal perpendicular distance from the sides of the triangle 
IS its 

(fl) incentre (6) circumcentre 

(c) orthfKentre (d) centroid 

58 If X IS any point withm a square ABCD and a 
square AXYZ is drawn on AX, then which one of the 
following relations does not hold good? 

(fl) A ABX IS not congruent to A DZA 
{b) ZBAX = ZDAZ 

(c) BX - nZ (d) ZABX^ ZADZ 

59 If D is such a point on the side MN of A LMN lha 

TO _ MD 
TO “ DN 

then L D must be a/an 

(a) median of A LMN (b) bisector of Z MLN 

(c) altitude of A LMN (d) none of the above 

60 If A ABC and A DEF are so related that 

TD TTT ~ TT' 

then which one of the following is true? 

(n) ZA= Zl and ZB* ZD 

(b) ZC* zl andZA*ZD 
(t) ZB= ZPand ZC= ZD 

(d) ZA* ZF and ZB = ZD 

61 The medians of a tnangle pass through the same 
point which divides each of the medians in the ratio 

(a) 2 1 (F) 1 3 (r) 2 3 (d) 3 2 

62 If D, E and F are respectively the mid-points of the 
sides BC, CA and AB of A ABC, then the orthocenlro of 
triangle DFF is the 

(a) orthixxfntre of A ABC (b) centroid of A ABC 

(c) circumcentre of A ABC (d) incentre of A ABC 

63 Ifthe diagonals of a rhombus arc 18 cm and 24cm, 
then its side (m cm) is 

(«) 9 a>) 12 (t) 15 (d) 18 

64 If a rectangle and a parallelogram are equal m 
area and have the same base and are on the same side of 
the base, then the ratio of 

mmieta of the pa ralle logram . 
pet iineter of the tet tangle 

(a) equal to 2 (6) less than 1 

(c) equal to 1 (d) greatei than 1 

65 Which one of the following statements is correct 
for a square? 

(а) Diagonals are equal and bisect each other at nght 
angles 

(б) Diagcmals are unequal and do not bisect each otf»r 
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(c) Diagonals are equal and do not bisect eadt other 

(d) Diagcmals are unequal and bisect each other at right 
angles 

66. ABCD is a quadrilateral in which Z A = 70°, 
ZB = 90° and ZC = lCfo°. How many points P in the plane 
of the quadrilateral are there such uiat P is equidistant 
from its vertices? 

(a) None (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 

67. If ABCD is a cyclic quadrilateral in which 
ZDAC = 27°, ZDBA = 50° and ZADB = 33°, then ZCAB 
is equal to: 

(a) 50° (b) 57“ (c) 63° (d) 70° 

68. Let ABEC be a ^clic quadrilateral and AB be 

its diameter. AE and BC intersect each other at O. If 
ZCBE = 25° and ZBCE - 20° dten the value of ZACXZ is: 

(a) 20° (b) 25° (c) 45° (d) 65° 

69. Consider a point which moves such that its dis¬ 
tances irom two given points A and B are equal. Then the 
locus of the point P is: 

(a) a circle with centre at A 

(b) a circle with centre at B 

(c) a straight line passing through either A or B 

(d) a straight line which is the right bisector of AB 

70. If a point P moves such that the sum of the 
squares of its distances from two fixed points A and B is a 
constant, then the locus of P is: 

(a) a straight line (b) aarcle 

(c) the perpendicular bisector of AB 

(d) an arbitrary curve 


71. Thevalueofsin T + cos?-tan* ? 


'~3 
(c) -1 


(d) -V2 


72. If sin 6 and 02 0 2 2ic, then 6 is equal to: 
, . 11 2k ... k 5k 

(">6' T ^^^6' T 

(c) ?, ^ (d) none of die above 


73. If tan 0 » ^ and 0< 0 < 90°, then the value of 
4 

sinO cos 0 is: 


74. The value of cot (240°) is: 

(«) V3 (b) (c) (d) -V3 

4<|_ 

75. If a = —7~, tiien ttie value of (cos* a - sin * a) is: 


(«) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) -2 

76. Thevalueof; 

sin*45°. cos* 45° + sin* 60°. cos* 60° is: 

^ M <'>« ' 

77. Thevalueof 

f cot* ^ + 3 sin* ^ - 2 cosec* 2 j tan* 7 

3 6 3 3 4 6 
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(C)y 


(d) 10 


78. If COS 0 is negative and cot 0 is positive, then the 
quadrant in which 0 Res is: 

(a) first (b) second (c) third (d) fourth 

79. If tan 0 = -1 and | < 0< k, then the value of sec 0 


(a) -^I2 


(c) ^ 


(d) >/2 


80. (tan A + cot A) is equal to: 

(a) 2a)sec2A (b) 2 sec A 

(c) 2sec2A (d) 2a>secA 

12 

81. If tan A = -then which one of the following is 
true? 

(a) sm A = --,cos A = - 

(b) sin A = ^,cosA = -j^- 

/X A -1 A 12 

(c) sm A = g, cos A - 

(d) smA = |,cos A = ^ 

82. If X* + y* + z* = r*, where x = r cos A sm B, 
y = r sin A sin B, then z has one of the following values: 

(a) rsinB (b) rcosB 

(c) r tan A cos B (d) r tan A tan B 
M. The expression 
cos 17 + sin 17 ° 
cos 17-sin 17° 
simplifies to: 

(a) tan 17° (b) tan 34° 

(c) tan 62° (d) tan 73° 


84. If a s cos^ 0 - cos* 0, then which one of the 
following is true? 


(a) 02a2l 
(c) -|2a 20 


(b) -12 021 

(d) 020 2-i 


85. If tan 62° = then the value of tan 28° is: 

(9) J (b) J (c) ^ (d) ^ 

86. If the angle of elevation of an electric bulb on a 
tower is 45° when observed from the ground at a distance 
of 45 metars from the foot of die tower, dien the height of 
the tower (in meters) is: 

(a) 40 (b) 45 (c) 60 (d) 45^ 

87. Ipi vertical pole 6 meters high has a shadow of 
length 2>/3 meters, then the angle of devation of sun is: 

(a) 30° (b) 45° (c) 60° (d) 75° 

88. If the angle of devatiim of a tower from two 
points distant a and b (a > b) from its foot and in the same 
straight lira from it are 30° aiui 60*, then the height of the 
tower is: 



(b) 'iab~ (c) Va-b (d) 




89. From the top of a pillar of height 20 meters the 
angles of elevation and depression of the top and bottom 
of another pillar are and 45“ respectively The height 
of the second pillar (in meters) is: 

(«) {b) 10 


(f) 10 V3 


(d) ^(>/3 + l) 


90. The age of a set of people is tabulated in the form 
of a frequency distribution. Which one of the following 
increases with the increase in the width of the class inter¬ 
val’ 

Total number of classes (b) Total frequency 

Accuracy of computed stabstics 
Frequency within a class 

The given bar chart shows the monthly expendi¬ 
ture and savings of two families A and B. The difference 
in food expenditure of the two families is: 


{«) 

(c) 

91 


10 H 
9- 
8 - 

4 

3 —^ 
' 2 
\ 




jCkrthms 


s 

K ^ N 


Family 


(a) RslOOO (b) RsSOO (c) Rs750 RsSOO 
92 The given histogram shows the strength of stu¬ 
dents agewise in a degree college. The strength of the 
students between the age 21 to 23 years is: 


UM-t 


• U 17 I* tl n M 17 
AGEtVtaHl 


is: 


Oi) 3^ 4,000 -(c) 4,200 (d) 4,500 

93. The mean deviation of ^fcdlowingdis^utim 


X 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

f 

3 

12 

18 

12 

3 


(b) 0.75 

(c) 1.25 

(d 


(«) 12 

94. The mode of die given distribution is: 


Weight (in kg): 

40 

43 

46 

49 

52 

55 

Number of children: 

5 

8 

16 

9 

7 

3 


{a) 40 (b) 46 

(c) 55 (d) None of the above 

95. The standard deviation for die data: 

7,9,11,13,15 is: 

(a) 2.4 (b) 25 (c) 2.7 (d) 25 

96. Which one of the following is irrational? 


(«) 


vr 


ml 


(c) ^I7 


(d) V81 


97. The rec^rocal of die sum of reciprocals of die 
numbers i and x is: 

D o 


mi 


(f>) 


44 


(c)| 


(d) 


36 

55 


98. If A is real and 

1 + A + + a’ = 40, then 

A is equal to: 

(a) -3 (b) -1 (c) 1 (d) 3 

99. The sum of a number and its reciprocal is dirke 
the difference of the number and its reciprocal. The num¬ 
ber is; 

(a)±>/2 (b)±:^ (c)±^ (d)±i/3 


™ f -484. 

100. Square root ofis: 


(d) 0X)99 
(d) 15028 


(a) 9.9 (b) 0.9 . (c) 0.99 

101. The value of 0.d + 0.414 equals: 

(a) 1.3029 (b) 1503% (c) 1.3028 

102. If 20 persons can do a piece of work in 7 days, 
then the number of persons required to complete the work 
in 28 days, is: 

u\ 20 x 28 ... 20j<7 


(c) 


7 

7x28 

20 


28 

(d) Noiw of the above 


103. If a train 110 meters Icmg passes a telegraph pole 
in 3 seconds, dien the time taken seconds) by it to cross 
a railway platform 165 meters long, is: 

(a) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 (d) 75 

104. 40 men can build a wall 20 m hi^h in 15 d^. 
The number of men required to build a siiralar wall 25 m 
high in 6 days, will be: 

(fi) 100 (b) 125 (c) 150 (d) 200 

105. Pipe A can fill a tank in 4 hours and pipe Bean 
empty it in o hours. If bodi of them are opened at the same 
time when the tank is enmty, then numbo: of hours re¬ 
quired to fill the tank will be: 
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(a) 6 (b) 8 (c) 10 Id) 12 

106. A man spent 20% of his monthly earning on 
house rent. Out of the balance he spent 75% on the other 
house expenses. If he had a balance of Rs 230 at the end of 
the month, the monthly earning of the individual (in 
Rupees) i.s: 

(a) 1000 (b) 1250 (c) 1300 (J) 2500 

107. A n\an loses Rs 20 by selling a toy for Rs 3 per 
piece and g^ins Rs 30 by selling the same piece at Rs 3 25 
per piece. The number of pieces sold by the man is 

(fl) 100 (b) 120 (c) 200 (rf) 300 

108. Consider the following statn'ments- 

If a sum of money is loaned at simple interest, then the 

1. money gets doubled in five years if the rate ot interest 

isl6g%. 

2. money gets doubled in five year> it the rate ot inteii'st 
is207o 

3. money beaimc’s four times in ten years if it gets 
doubled in five yeais 

Of these .statements: 

(a) 1 and 3 are correct 

(b) 3 alone IS correct 
(r) 2 alone IS airrcvt 
(d) 2 and 3 are correct 

100 1 low much should a person lend at simple rate 
of interest of 5% in order to have Rs 645 at the end of J ^ 
years’ 

(a) Rs 380 (ii) Rs600 (c) Rs610 (d) Rs620 

no. The difference between simple and compound 
interest compounded yearly at the rate of 4% in a two-year 
period on a certain amount of money is Re 1 The amount 
of money is- 

(a) Rs450 (b) Rs575 (c) RsdOn (d) R.s625 

111. If the work done by (x -1) men in (x + I) days is 
to the work done by (x + 2) men in (x - 1) days are in the 
ratio of 9 * 10, then x is equal to 

(rt) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 (d) 8 

112. Two persons P and Q start a business together. P 
invests Rs 8,000 P and Q share the profit as Rs 360 and Rs 
450 respectively The investment or Q (in Rs) is- 

(<i) 9,000 (b) 10,000 (c) 12,000 (d) 15,000 

113. If the radius of the circle in a plane is increased 
three times, then the area of the circle will be increased; 

(a) 2 times (b) 3 times (c) 6 times (d) 9 times 

114. The square root of 7 + 2 VlO is: 

(a) ^+'12 (b) >^*+>/4 

(c) V6 +1 (d) 2 t Vs 

115. Match List I with List II and select the correct 
answer using the codes given below the lists: 

List I List II 

(n is a positive integer) (Remainder after 

division by 11) 

A. n + 1 1. 2 

B. n + 4 2. 4 

C n + 6 3. 0 


D. n + 8 
Codes: 

A B 

(A) 4 3 

(b) 3 4 

(c) 4 1 

(d) 1 2 


4. 8 

C D 

1 2 

1 2 

3 2 * 

3 4 


116 Three is a factor of any number if the sum of its 
digits is divisible by: 

(fl) 3 (i>) 4 (c) 5 (d) 7 

117 Factors of x*- 19 x + 30 are. 

(A) (X -2),(x f 5),(x-3) 

(b) (x-i2),(x + 3),(x-5) 

(c) (x + 2),(x-3),(x-5) 

(d) (X - 2), (X + 3), (x - 5) 

118 The L C.M of |, ■— and is. 

5 lU ir> 

(A) 16 5 (6) 8 I 

7 

(t) (d) none of the above 

119. Given that logio 2 = 0.3010, the value of logio 5 is 
equal to; 

(A) 03241 (/i) 0.6911 (c) 06990' (d) 0.7525 

120 The characteristic in the logarithm of 
6.7432 X10® is: 

(A) -5 (f>) -4 (c) 1 (d) 5 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (c) 

2 (6) AreaofllgmABCD = ABxDE = ADxBF 

„„ ABxDC 20x8 
AD 16 

3 (c) DC II AB DC II EB and DE ll BC 

DEBC is a II gm 

.-. BC = DE = 25 cm [opposite sides 

DC = EB - 60 cm of a II gm] 

AE = 77 - 60=17cm 

For ar (A DAE) Use Hero's formula 


A - -Vs fs-aXs-blfs-c) 


S= 


a4 6 + c 


» V34 (34 - 26) (34 - 17) (34- 25) = 


26 + 17 + 25 


= 34 


s204sqcm 

4. (b) 

5. (a) Each angle ofan equilateral As 60° 

Each side «12 cm 
a b c 


Sin A ~ Sin B SinC 


2R (R circtunradlus 
OA»OB»OC*R) 
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sin 60 




6. (b) 

8 . (a) 


9. (c) 

12. (c) 


13. (d) 
15. (c) 


Area of a circle = nR^ = n (4V 3)^ 
s 48 n sq cm 

7. (c) 

Area of 8ie field = 40,000 

Area of (A AMC) + ar (ACMB) + Area (A BLD) 

+ ar(AALD) = 4000 

orixl00xl00 + Jx400xl00+ |x200xx 
2 2 2 

+ |x 300xx = 40000 

X = 60 

10. (d) 11. (b) 

lb:bh:hl = 2:3:4 
bh : hi = 3:4 or I: b .= 4:3 
lb:lh = 2:4orb:h=l:2 
1; b: h Let 1 = 4x 

4:3 b = 3x 

1:2 h = 6x 

4:3:6 V = Ibh = 72x^ = 9000 x = 5 

Shortest side = 3x = 3 x'5 = 15 
14. (b) 

Height of the largest possible right circular cone 
which can be cut out of a cube = Side of cube = 10 


Diameter = 10 


10 _ 
.•.r = y = 5 


16. (c) 

17. (c) 


Yl 

V2 

18. (c) 
23. (d) 

28. (a) 

29. (a) 
31. (d) 


22. (c) 
27. (d) 


H.CF. = x + y 


32. (e) 
37. te) 


3 2 

= Vi:V2 = 2:3 

2nr^ 3 

19. (d) 20. (d) 21. (c) 22. (c) 

24. (c) 25. (d) 26. (h) 27. (d) 

x^-xy-2y' = (x- 2y) (x + y) 
2x*-xy-3y*{2x-3y)(x + y) H-C.F. = x + y 

30. (b) 

£1_3_1 h-1 

a2~ 6~ 2 62*2 C2'‘-2'‘2 

As—a ~ The system of eon. has infinitely 

n 02 cz ' ^ . 

many dttlutiorts 

33. (fl) 34. {b) 35 ; (d) 36. (d) 

2x*-'7!x + 3w0 or 2)r--6x-x+3s0 

2x(x-3)-(x-3)«0 


or(x-3)(2x-l) = 0 
.‘. x = 3or'x 


If commcm root is 3 

then 4(3)^ + a.3-3 = 0 ora = -11 

K ie 1 >l/l\2 . . 1 


1 1 22 

Volume of the cube = - n i^h = - x x 5^ x 10 
= 261.9 cm^ 

Radius of sphere = radius of circumscribing right 
cylipder = r 

Height of cylinder = Diameter of sphere = 2r 
Vi = Vol. of sphere = | 

V 2 = Volume of cylinder = nr^h = nr^ .2r = 2iir^ 


If common root is 2 then 4 ( 2 ) + a.--3 = 0 * ' 

a =4 

a = -11 or 4 

38. (a) x^ - (Sum of roots) x + (Product of roots) = 0 

39. (b) a + p = -^ = :^ = 6 ap = £=| = 6 

a^ + p^ = (a + p)2-2ap=(6)2- 2x6 = 24 

40. (d) a* = b^ = d' = K (say)a = K’''^ b = c = K^'* 

b^ = ac 

(K’^V = (K’^*) (K’^*) or K = K’^*^*^* 

2 1 1 2 + .r 2xz 

y X z xz ■'x + 2 

41. (d) y*=x .•. logy'* = logxoralogy = logx 

.-. a = log x/log y, b = log y/log z, c = log z/log x 
.•. abc = 1 

42. (c) 43. (d) 44. (a) 45. (a) 46. (a) 

47. (b) 48. (c) 49. (c) 50. (a) 51. (b) 

52. (d) 53. (b) 

54. (b) lnrtAABC,AC^ = AB2 + BC^ 

(By Pythagoras Theorem) 

In rt A ABN, AN^ = AB^ + BNM N is the mid 

plofBCl 

=ab + (|bc)^ 

4 

o^4AN2 = 4AB2 + BC^..^l) 

Sly. 4CM^ = 4BC^ + AB^ ...fii) 

Adding (i) & (it) 4(AN^ + CM^) = 5(BC^ + AB^) 

= 5AC^ 

55. (c) In an equilateral A, altitude besects die base 

LetAB = BC = AC = a 
DC = a/2 

AC^ = AD^ + CD2orA[^ = AC^ - CD^ = a* - (|)* 

Ab^ = ^ = 3(|)^ = 3CD^ 

56. (a) If 1 and 2 are correct 

In rt As, one side and the hyp. of one A must be 
equal to one side and the hyp. of other A. (IU4S 
cong. rule) 

57. (a) 

58. All are correct. Zl+Z2=,90 

Z2 + /3 = W I .^s of a square 
.-. /I = Z3 orZ BAX = Z DAZ 
In As ABX and ADZ, Z1 = Z3 
AB = AD 

AX = AZ [sides of a square 
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59 (b) 
60. («) 


AABXsAADZ 

BX » DZ and ZABX =Z ADZ (C P.C T.) 
AABX is not congruent to ADZA 
Ans is (fl) if ADZA is written as AADZ 


In As ABC and DEF 
tc BC CA ^ 


AFDE 
ZC^ZE 


61. (a) 
64. (d) 


65. (a) 
67. (d) 


68 . (d) 


69. (d) 
71. (b) 


.-. ZA = ZF, ZB=ZD, 

62 (d) 6 '< (() 

.•. AF > AD ( In rt A t iyp is the greatest 
Perimeter of II gm ABFF > Perimeter of rectangle 

ABCD 

66 . («) 

ZDAC - ZDBC = 27° [ Zs in the same segment] 
ZADB = ZACB = 33“ 

In A ABC, ZCAB + ZABC + ZACB = 180° 

ZCAB + (50° + 27°) + 33° = 180° 

.-. ZCAB = 70° 

ZCBE = ZCAE = 25° .-.Z CAO =25" 

ZACB = 90° (Z in a semicircle) 

.-. ZACO = 90° 

In AAOC, ZAOC + ZOAC + ZACO = 180° 
ZAOC + 25 + 90 = 180° .-. ZAOC = 65° 

70. (b) 71. (h) 

- 1 . Jt . , Jt. -Tt 

sm 0 = -r = sin 7 = sin (ii - 7 ) or sin 57 

4 0 00 
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73. (c) 
78. (c) 
82. (b) 


74. 

79. 

^2. y2. 


(b) 

(«). 


75 

80. 


77 (c) 


83. (c) 

84. (f) 


85. (a) 


(a) 76. (c) 

(«) 81 (b) 

x" + y* + z‘ = r^ 
r* cos^ A sin^ B + sin^ A sin^ B + -= 

or 1 ^ sin^ B (cos^ A + sin^ A) +/^ = r^ 
or r^ sin ^ B .1 + z^ = r^ 
or z^ = r* (1 - sin^ B) - r* cos^ B 
.'. z = r cos B ( • sin^ 0 + cos^ 0 = 1 

1 - sin ^ 0 = sW 0 

a = cos^ 0 - cos^0 
= cos^ 0 (cos^ 0 -1) 

= - cos^ 0 (1 - cos^ 0) 

= - cos^ 0 sin^ 0 

= - 7 (4 sin^ 0 cos® 0 ) = - 7 (2 sin 0 cos 0 )® 

4 4 

= -7 sin® 20 
4 

0 S sin® 20 S 1 .’. 0 S 7 sin ® 20 S j 
4 4 

0^7Sin® 20 2-7 
4 4 

or - 7 S - 7 sin® 20 S 0 .•. -7 S a SO 

4 4 4 

86 . (b) 


87 (c) tan0=-^ = A^ 


88 (b) " = tan60° 0) 

If 

= tan 30° = tan (90-60) 


tan 0 = tan 60° 

.-.0 = 60° 
h 
b 
h 
a 

- - cot 60 ° = - (ll) 

a tan 60 

/i® 

Multiplying (0 and (tt ).. h = Vdfc 

89 (d) CD = BE--20m LetAB = h 
AH i (h - 20)m 
DB - CE 


In rtACDB,J?^ 


cot 45° 


DB = CD cot 45“= 20x 1 = 20 •. CF = 20 m 

20 1 

73 


AI I, 

In rt AAEC, = tan 30° or - 


20 


h =:^(V3+ 1 ) m 


90 

(d) 

91 (d) 92 

(&) 

93 

(b) 



XI 

ll 

iOil lxi-i 1 

1 fil 

10 

3 

2 

6 

11 

12 

1 

12 

12 

18 

0 

0 

13 

12 

1 

12 

14 

3 

2 

6 


Mn= 

ip 

36 3 « 


94 (b) Mode = Value corresponding to max. frequency 


95 (d) Xi X|-T 

(x,-a)® 

7 -4 

16 

9 -2 

4 

11 0 

0 

13 2 

4 

15 4 

16 

40' 

Ix, = 5.5,5 = ^ = 11 

S.D V 

(n = 5) 

ss 

96. (c) 97. (b) 98. (d) 

99. (d) 


n 

Vf = >/8=2.8 

o 

100 . (c) 


101 (d) 102 (b) 


110 


103 (d) Speed of the train s-j-m/sec. 

( To pass a pole, die distance covered 

by train = Langth of the train) 

To cross the railway platform, distance to be 
covered = Length of tram -t- length of platform 

T»f,Reqdtime=il^ = 275x4 

3 
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= 75 secs 

104 (b) Height Days Men 

20m 15 40 

25m 6 X 

Mon'hi^Y’h* '1 It iu*n 

20 25 1 40 X 

Lins da\ . nore mtii I 

6 15 * 

40 x 25x15 
X = —;;;; ,— = 125 
20x6 

105 (d) Let the time taken to fill the tank be x hm 

- = J-| x = 12hrs 

r 4 6 

106 (^) 107 (c) 

108 (c) IetP = Rsl00 A = Rs200 SI = 1 


SURslOO 


„ S/xlOO 10 0x100 
PxT ~ “l00x5 
P = Rsl00 A = Rs400 R = 20%pa 


SI =Rs300 


300x100 


- = 15 years 


I 100 x 20 ^ 

! 109 {b) 110 (d) 111 (d) 

I 112 (6) Rabo between investments = ratio between 

share 

8000 x = 360 450 x = Rs 10000 

113 (d) 

114 (a) 7 + 2>/T0=5 + 2 + 2Vi0 

= ('Isf + (yl2f + 2 >/5 V2 

= (V5+>/2)* V 7 + 2 Vl0 = V5+>/2 

115 (a) Wc will take the value of n such that nos n +1, 

n -I 4, n + 6, n + 4, after dividing by 11, leave the 
remainders as, 2,4,0,8 (not resp^vely) 

If we take n = 7 n + l = 8 remainder = 8 


n + 4=:7 + 4 = ll 

n + 6 = 7 + 6 = 13 
n + 8 = 7 + 8 = lS 
If we take n = 10 

n10 and so on 
► 117 (fl) 


after division by 11, 
remamder = 0 
remainder = 2 
remamder = 4 
n + l=ll r = 0 
n + 4=14 r = 3 


116 (a) 117 (fl) 

11 « 1 rM ± I. LCMofA, 3.7 84 

118 (fl) L C M of 5, JQ, jg - jg - g 

,.4 


119 (c) logio5= logio "Y * logiolO - logio 2 = 1-: 


= 6990 

l'>g^“login-logn logee»l,logiol0 = ll 


120 (fl) 


FLUENCY 

DEVELOPMENT 

COURSE 

• In i months! • By POST! 


Now, you no longer need be 
kmguB-nBd — for wont of 
Huency In EngllshI 


Look, you may be 
well-qualified you may be 
good at WRITIf^ eveiylWng 
m English but con you SPEAK 
English smoothly readily and 
without hesitations'’ Are you 
fluent enouoh to explain 
ideas discuss problems 
describe things ten stones 
narrate events express 
emotions rx argue that 
something is the case^ 

s/!tomember this Vou dont 
become fluent just because 
you can ask one-Nne questions 
or give oneHne replies or 
make one Ime statements! 
You become fluent only when 
you can speak at some length 
For some time at a stretch 


Our Course teaches you these 
techniques In 3 monthsl BY 
POSH Mind you you con 
learn our techniques In your j 
spare time - in the privacy i 
of your homel | 

• Our Course helps you i 

break free of hesitations and 
speak English with a 

streom-llke flow! Yes whether 
youre having o friendly chat 
or a serloui conweisolloni 

• Our Course helps you 

generate and Juggle with 
Engllsh-speech - SPONTA¬ 
NEOUSLY! Yes whether youre 
annong friends at a parly at 
on Interview at the negoi^ 
ttng tatXe on the ptalform or 
anywhemi 


conventional methods 
won t worki 

sAousee you WONT be able 
to speak fluent English by using 
the Enn^ you write as a 
modell NOR by learning 
ready-made sentences by 
hearti NOR by tronslollng 
sentences In your mother- 
tongue Into Enghshl You CANT 
pick up fluency from audio or 
video cosseltes eltherl 

The only method that 
worksi 

To speak Ituant BiglUi you 
need our reseorch-toaed 
techniqued Techniquas lhat 
hep you compose who! you 
want to soy and say R AT me 
SAME TRiapOutcMy and eostyt 


methods ©ur learners 


Our Isamsn kickxte CM Smkee 
OPosn JueSdal Oflicers 
Commisslonsd OfSosn. Doctors, 
Mirocatos Enghssft JoumaSski 
ExsaMm Buskmsrrtsn CNS 
Ssrvtce candUOrw and oandh 
aatss tor as catest-oompsmom 

\ 

Act NOWI 

^Oont forget thb Others i 
assess you ond Judge your; 
quality and worth from your j 
sooken performance - m 
Engksh From how ffaenfly you 
speak EngllshI So Htmh 

For BOOKLiT t 
APPLICATION FORM, tend 

us RS. 5/» bv MO Of PO - 
TODAYl QfOw tie address in 
CAPfTAlS please) 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Combined Defence Services Exam, October 1994 


USAGE 

spotting Errors (Item 1 to 15) 

Directions! 

(t) In tias Section a number of sentences are gtoen. The sentences 
are in three separate parts and each one is called a. b, c. Read each 
sentence to find out rmcther there is an error m any part No sentence 
tun nrnre than one error When you find an error in anyone^ the parts 
(a. b or c), indicate your response on the separate Ansioer Sheet at the 
appropriate space You may fivl that there Is no error in a senteiia’ In 
tfud case letter'd' will signify a 'AJo error' response 

(li) You are to indicate only one response for each item in your 
Answer Sheet (If you indicate more than one response, your answer 
will be considered wrong) Errors may be m grammar, ukird usage or 
idioms There may be a word missing or there may be a uvrd micli 
should be removed. 

(tii) You are not required to correct the error You are required 
only to indicate your response on the Answer Sheet Examples P and 
Q hive been solved for you. 

P. TTie young child(<i) sing«l(ii) a very sweet song (c) No 
error.(d} 

Q. We wurked(d) very hard(b) Hunughout the season.(c) No 
emx.{d) 

Explanation In item P, the word 'singed' is wrong. The letter 
under ftis part is 'b'; so 'f is Hie airrect answer. Similarly, for 
item Q, ‘d’ is the correct answer, as the sentence does not contain 
any error. 

Now attempt items 1 to 15. 

1 In the course of time{a) Hie winged reptiles growing 
bigger and bigger(fi) and better and better at flying.(c) No erTor.(d) 

Z The superintendrait of police has announced that those 
who are found guilty of breach of peacefa) or of taking the law 
into their own tuiidsffi) they will be taken to task (r) No error (d) 

3. If in case we run out of petiol,(a) we won't be able to 
find a(li) petrol-station on the way.(c) No error.frf) 

4. This kind of behaviour(ii) has not been seen here(l)) 
since the last four year8.(c) No crror.(<f) 

5. It cannot be forecastedfo) how society will emerge(b) a 
generation hence (c) No error.(d) 

6 . The reason for(<r) his failure is becausefi;) he did not 
work hatd.fc) No eriur.(t/) 

7. I am quite alone hereda) my one brother has gone to 
Allahabad(b) and the other has just left for Delhkfc) No ermr.(d) 

8 . The duHes of a policeman are relating the traffic^o) 
investii^Hng crim^Ii) and to contain anti-sodal clements.(c) No 
eTTor.(a) 

9. Never I have listened to such beautiful mwiicfa) as Hie 
piece we heardfb) on the radio last night.(c) No ertor.(d) 

10. We never buy any jam in Hie shops,(fl) because my wife 
makes all our jam frem me fruit in our gardai,(b> and it tastes 
much better than the jam from the shops, we Hiink.(c) No 
error.(d) 

11. I courteously asked him(<i) where was he going(b) but 
he did not reply.(c) No error.(d) 

11 The wi^ly publicised manifesto(a) of the neyv party(b) 
is not mudi different than ourB.(c) No enor.(d} . 


13. More widely popular(a) Hian Hie hunting of'deer or 
fox(b) were the pursuit of the hare.(c) No error.(cO 

14. Even now when I see the spotfa) I am reminded of an 
unique inddentfb) that took place several years ago.(c) No 
error.(d) 

15. Last summer he went(d) to his uncle's village,(b) and he 
enjoyed very much.(c) No ermr.(d) 

Sentence Improvement (Itans 16 to 30) 

Directions: 

Look at the underlined part of each sentence Below each sentence 
are given three possible substitutions far the underlined part If one of 
them (a), (b) or (c) is bethr than the underlined part, indicate your 
response on the Ansunr Sheet against the lorrespopatng letter (a), (b) or 
(c). If none of the substitutions improve the sentence, indicate (d) as your 
response on theAsnsim Sheet. Ihusa 'No impraocment'response will be 
signified by the letter id) Examples R and S have been soltvdfor you 

R The young child sung a very sweet song. 

(fl) child singed the 

(b) child singed 
(V) child sang a 
(if) No improvement 

S I have already read Hus book twice. 

(a) I already twice have read this book 

(b) I twice have already read this book 
(i) I nave twice already read Hus bcxik. 

(d) No improvement. 

Explanation 

R. For item R, the correct sentence should read, "Hie young 
child sang a very .sweet song." (c) is therefore, the correct answer. 

S Item S is a airrcct sentence. None of the changes sug¬ 
gested will improve it (d) is Hteretore, the correct answer. 

Errors may be in grammar, appropriate word usage or 
idioms. There may be a iiece-ssary word missing or there may be' 
a word which should be removed. 

Now attempt items 16 to 30. 

16 When he heard the rhetorical speech of the leada, he 
was carried along by his enthusiasm. 

(a) was carried aloft (b) was earned down 

(c) was carried away (d) No improvement 

17 After the heavy rains last week, the water in the lake 
raised another two feet. 

(a) rose anoHier two feet 

(b) rised another two feet 

(c) would raise another two feet 

(d) No improvement 

18. When we saw him last, he ran to catch a bus. 

(a) has run (b) had run * 

(c) was running (d) No improvement. 

19. Governments in developing countries are under in¬ 
creasing pressure for Hie fruiting and training teadiers to meet 
the demands of Hieir rajpidly expmding systems of education. 

(a) intherecruiHngandtminingof 

(b) to reendt and train 

(c) soastoreauitandttain 

(d) No improvement 
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20. Last evenin}$ I went to the optician and bouj^t spec¬ 
tacles. 

(a) a^)ectade (h) two spectacles 

(c) a pair of spectacles (d) No improvement 

21. As John dived off Hie springboard, he was horrified 
to see that the water was drained from the pool the night 
before. 

(a) was drained (b) had drauicd away 

(c) had been drained off (d) No improvement 

22 The situation remaini'd the same, rather got worse, ^ 
his efforts notwithstanding. 

(fl) with all his ef'fcirts notwithstanding 

(b) in spite of all his efforts notwithstinding 

(c) for all his efforts notwithstanding 

(d) No improvement 

23 One can live and work in a town without being aware 
of the daily march of the sun across the sky without never seeing 
the moon and stars 

(a) seldom (b) hardly 

(t) evCT 00 No improvement 

24 Deing a handicapped youth, he was put hard to aim- 
plete his military course 

(a) was hard put to (b) was put to it hard 
(c) was hardly put to (d) No improvement 

25 She cut a .sad figure in her first performance on the stage 

(a) made a sorry figuro (b) cut a sorry face 

(c) cut a sorry figure (d) No hnpiovement 

26 1 would like to avail a fifteen days' holiday this summer 

(a) to avail of (b) toaiail mvscif of 

(i) to avail myselt (lO No improvement 

27 Do not take another step, else )our life will face great 

peril 

(a) might be thrown into (b) will be in 

(r) would be placed ill great (d) No improvement 

28 1 would gladly accompany your sister if you had asked me 

(a) woulo have gladly accompanied 

(b) was to have gladly accompanied 

(c) will gladly accompany 

(d) Noimprovemoit 

29. He was likely to win the elections by the sweeping 
majonty 

(fl) wiHi the sweeping m^inty 

(b) by a sweeping ma)unty 

(c) with sweeping a majority 

(d) Noimimwement 

30. It is sheer fbUy to beheve that you can improve the 
situation by doing away people. 

(a) doing with (b) doing away with 

(c) doing it to (d) No improvement 

VOCABULARY 
Synonyms (flems 31 to 40) 

Directions: 

In this Section you find a number of sentences, parts of which are 
underiined. You may d/w find only a group of words which is under- 
imed. For each underlined part, Jour wards/phrases ate hstai below 
Choose the word or phrase nearest m meaning to the underlmed part 
and blKken the corresponding space an the Answer 5beef 

Example '£' is solved Jbr you. 

E. Hisst^e is quite transparent 

(a) verbose (b) inV^ed 

(c) ludd (d) wi^ 

EnpfamfibiL- In item 'E' the word 'ludd' is netunst in mean¬ 
ing to Hie word "transparent". So (c) is the con^M dwwer. In your 
Answer Sheet Hie ^ace iparked <c) is to bO btadwned. 


Noto attempt items 31 to 40. 


him 


31. I .stood up for him ewH ^ f^eveiyone else was criHasing 

(a) tolerated him ^l^'bfipppnte^l^'^nergeti^lly 
(c) faced him boldly (d) c^pc^edhimffisislently ‘ 

32 The number of aboriginal inhabitant^ ^ Ausiralia is 
considerable 


(a) unoriginal (b) irrafional 

(c) pnmitive (lO anaent 

33 Everybody laughed at the puenlity of his statement. 

(a) insincerity (b) talsehocxl 

(c) childishness (d) inaccuracy 

34 We should abstain from castmg aspersions on the diar- 
acter of our colleagues 

(a) passing critical remarks 

(b) paying left-handed compliments 

(c) cracking silly jokes 

(d) passing slanderous remarks 

35 Some people are extremely fastidious m their choice of 
dress 


(a) careless (b) pompous 

(c) fussy (d) discnminabng 

36 Tlic obstacles seem to be insurmountable, but no one 
should doubt what this fearless woman can accomplish 

(a) too tall and fix) high 

(b) too tnvial to attract attention 

(cj too easy to achieve 

(d) too difficult to overcome 

37 He IS being treated for his somnolence 

VfrtT sleepiness (b) weakness 

(i) intoxication (d) severe pain in the joinfs 

38 Before finalising this transaction, 1 had to sign an indem¬ 
nity bond 

(a) a partnership bond (b) a compensation bond 

(c) a securit)’bund (lO a reparation bond 

39 Many of his acquaintances avoid him because he is so 
garrulous 

(a) unreasonable (b) quarrelsome 

talkative (d) proud 

40 The import of technology as an alternative to in¬ 
digenous technology has not been discussed fully 

(a) abonginal (b) indigent 

(c) terrestrial (d) native 

Antonyms (Items 41 to 50) 

Directions: 

In this Section each item consists of a word or a phrase uditch is 
underlined in the sentence gmen It is followed by four tvords or 
phrases Select the word or phrase which is closest to the opposite m 
meaning of the undei lined word or phrase 

Example "F" lias been solved for you. 

F Lucy IS a smart girl. 

(a) la/y (b) acKve (c) indecent (d) casual 

Explanation The word which is nearest opposite m meaning 
to the underiined word "smart" is "lazy" So you have to blacken 
the space (a) in Hie Answer Sheet. 

Now attempt items 41 to SO. 

41 Everybody was astonished when he used such a 
profane language 

(a) liigh (b) pure (c) profound (d) sacred 

42. His hmidity proved to be costly 

(a) self<tnifidence (U self-assertion 

(c) arrogance \^b 9 ldness 

43. 'Ihe treaty was ratified by the heads of States 
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(a) annulled ({>) destroyed 

(r) unsettled (<0 seta^de 

44. His servility makes him detestable. 

(a) slavery {b) insolence 

(f) prudence («0 bravery 

45. The drug will have pernicious effect on your health. 

(a) pomc^phic (b) ruinous 

(c) prolonged beneficial 

46. She handled the machine with deft fingers. 

(ii) delicate (b) quick (c) sturdy (d) clumsy 

47. Her debonair manners were noticed by everyone 
present in the party. 

(a) pleasant (b) courteous 

V..^) cheerless (<0 stiff 

48. We have no doubt about the veracity of his statement. 

(a) truthfulness (b) propriety 

(r) falsity (<0 morality 

49. His frivolous remarks provoked no comments. 

(a) ffinciful (b) frantic 

(c) momentous (d) serious 

50. She was surprised by his amiability . 

(a) petulance (b) sincerity 

(c) prudence $kfd) pessimism 

SELECTING WORDS 
Simple Sentences (Items 51 to 60) 

Directions: 

Each efthefidlomng sentences (items 51 to 60) has a blank space 
and four words given a^r the sentence. Select whichever word you 
consider most amropnate for the blank space and indicate your cmke 
on tin Answer Sheet. 

Now attempt items SI to 60. 

51. Hindus belwve that_from fire cycle of birth and 

rebirth can be attained only by good deeds. 

(a) delivery (b) btmdage 

(c) retirement (d) ddiverance 

52. He is working under suc h c onditions that it is 
difficult to maintain his self-respect. 

(a) low (b) mimical 

(c) difficult (d) humiliating 

53. The sound of the running water of the stream had a 

pleasantly_^effect on me. 

(a) somnolent (b) loud 

(c) amusing (<0 sonorous 

54. Chitra had a cold and couldn't go to the party, so I 
bought her a cake to make up for he r 

(a) depression (b) disillusion 

(c) disgust (d) diappointment 

55. Would you itdnd_^to the Principal how the trouble 

started? 

(a) remarking (b) telling 

(c) talking (d) expbdiiing 

56. The world is so constructed ffiat if you wish to enjoy its 

pleasures you must dso_its pains. 

(a) deny (b) neglect (c) ignore (d) endure 

57. When ffie bus was at full spe^, its brakes failed and an 

accident was_ 

(a) inevitable (b) infallible 

(c) essential (<0 undeniable 

58. To explain his design to his visitor, the atdiit 8 cf___a 
simple plan on the bladdxjard. 

(a) iiuide (b) sketched 

(c) built (<0 constructed' 

59. Thou^ Bonsai, a welUmown art form, originated in 


China, it was_^by the Japanese. 

(a) borrowed (b) finished 

(c) perfected (<0 cultivated 

60. He is greatly admired for his b ehaviour. 

(a) decorous (b) decadent 

(c) decorative (d) decrepit 

COMPREHENSION 

(flems 61 to 90) 

Directions: 

In this Section you have six short passages After tveh passage you 
will find five questions based on the passage. Inst, read Passage I and 
answer the questions based on it. Then go on to the next passa^ 

Examples 'I' and 'J' are solved for you 

Passage 

In our improach to life, be it pragmatic or otherwise, a basic 
fact that confronts us squarely and unmistakenly is die desire tor 
peace, security and happiness. Different forms of life at different 
levels of existence make up the teeming denizens of this earth of 
ours. And, no matter whether they belong to the higher groups 
such as human beings or to the lower groups such as animals, all 
beings primarily seek peace, comfort and security. Life is as 
dear to a mute creature as it is to a man. Even the lowliest insect 
strives for protection against dangers that threaten its life. Just 
as each one of us wants to live and not to die, so do all other 
creatures. 

I. The author's main point is that 

(a) diffmnt forms of life are found on earth 

(b) different levels of existraice are possible in nature 

(c) peace and seairity arc the chief goals of all living 
beings 

(d) even die weakest creature struggles to preserve its life 

J. Which one of the following assumpHons or steps is es¬ 
sential in developing the autlKir's position? 

(a) All forms of life have a single overriding goal 

(b) The will to survive of a creature is identified with a 
desire for peace 

(c) All beings are divided into higher and lower groups 

(d) A parallel is drawn between happiness and life and 
pain and death 

Explanation: 

I. The idea which represents the author's main point is 
'peace and security are the chief goals of all living bein^\ which 
is response (c). So (c) is to be marked in your Answer Sheet. 

J. The best assumption underl)dng the passage is The will 
to survive of a creature is idoitified with a desire for peace', 
whidi is response (b). So (b) is the correct answer. 

Noto attempt items 61 to 90. 

Passage I 

The casual horrors and the real disasters are thrown at 
newspaper readers without discrimination. In the contemporary 
arrangements for circulating the news, an important element, 
evaluation, is always weak and often wanting entirely. There is 
no point anywhere along ffie line where smneone puts his foot 
down for certain and says 'This is importan^md That doesn't 
amount to a row of beans, deserves no one's attentim, and 
should travel ffie wires no fuffier." The junk is dressed up to look 
as meaningful as ffie real news. 

61. Newspapers lade a sense of discrimination because 

(a) they do not separate ffie teal news from mete sen- 
sanomlian 

(b) ffiey have to acoqpt whatever is received on ffie wires 

(c) Hmiled matqxnver ipakes serUnrs evaluation impos¬ 
sible 

(d) people don't see ffie diffeencS between 'junk' aid 


too APRH.*8S COMPETTnONMASTSt 


'real'news 

62. The wnter of (he above passage 

(a) seems to be lu^y witii Oie contemporary arrange¬ 
ments for drctuating news 

(b) is shocked by the casual ^iMies about horrors and 
disasters reported in the newspapers 

(c) wants better evaluation of news More publication 
(<0 wants to put his foot down on news stories 

63. in the above passage, the phrase "amounts to a row of 
beans" means that the news 

(a) is weak and often wanting entirely 

(b) deserves no erne's attention 
(f) should travel flic wires 

(<0 IS junk dressed up as real news 

64. The passage implies tiiat 

(a) there has to be censorship on newspapers 

(b) there is no point in having censorship 

(c) new^apers always dress up Junk to look meaningful 
(<0 one lus to be strict in selecting news items 

65. Evaluation of news would imply 

(a) less dependence on modem systems of communica¬ 

tion 

(b) more careful analysis of each news story and its value 

(c) separatingbeansfrennjunk 

(d) discriminating horrors from disasters 

Passage II 

CtetLxrti ve stones tend to glorify crime. Murderers, gangsters 
and crooks of all kinds are described as tough, cunning, and 
courageous individuals who know how to take care of themsel¬ 
ves and how to get what they want. In ]ames McCain's Vie 
Postman Always Rings Timce, for instance, the villain is a much 
more impressive character than his victim. He is casual, brave, 
smart and successful with women. It is true that he finaJly gets 
cau^t Blithe is punished for a crime that he did not commit so 
thaniis conviction is hardly a triumph of justice. Besides, looking 
back over the exciting life of tiie criminat the reader might 
conclude that it was worth ttie risk. 

66 According to the passage given above, detective 
stories 

(a) make interesting reading 

(b) are hardly worth reading 

(c) encourage readers to commit crimes 

(lO tend to create wrong notions about crimes and 
punishment 

67. Murderers, gangsters and crcxiks referred to in the pas¬ 
sage given above 

(a) always manage to get away 

(b) are often gjcH^ed in detective stories 

(c) are wiser than ttieir victims 
(<0 know how to escape ftinn law 

68 . The passage mentions James McCain 

(a) as an authev of a detective steny 

(b) as brave, smart and successfiil with women 

(c) as tough^ cunning mid courageous 
(<0 as being more impressive tiiworiiers 

69. Aoccading to the passage, die life of a criminal 

(a) is exciting ( 6 ) is hardly worth die risk 

(c) is sddran presented in the rig^t perspective 
(<0 ends in a triumph of justice 

70. Accending to this passage, a criminal in a detective 
story generally gets cau^t 

(a) for the crimes he has ciMunltted 

! b) because of his carrieas mistakes 

c) because the poHce to smarter Sum the criminals 

(<0 for the crimes he has not committed 


Passage ni 

The greatest tiling tills age can be proud of is tiie birtit of' 
Man in the consciouaness of men. In his drunken orgies of power 
and national pride man may flout and jeer at it When oiganimd 
national sdftohness, racial antipatiiy and commercial sdf-sedc* 
ing begin to display thdr ugly cwfdnnities in all ttieir nakedness^ > 
tim comes the time for man to know tiut his salvation is not hi' 
political organizations and extended trade relations, not in any 
medianical re-arrangement of social system but in a deeper ' 
transformation of Uf^ in the liberation <» consciousness in loves, 
in the realizatiem of Cod in man. 

71. In tills passage, the phrase "God in man" implies , 

(a) God having assumed the shape of man 

(b) neither folly godly nee folly human 

(c) man bong transformed into God 

(<0 the divine qualities in man 

72. Peemie jeer at the hirtii of Man' in tiie human con¬ 
sciousness When they 

(a) bes^totiiinkof diemsdvesasGod 

(b) become power-hungry 

(c) restructure the social system 

(d) become mentally deranged 

73. According to tiie author, "salvation" of human beings 
lies in the 

(a) extended trade relations 

(b) spiritual transformation of life 

(c) engy of national pride 

(d) wdiitiehearted participation in political organisations 

74. hi the phrase "the birth of Man in the consciousness of 
men" Man stands for 

(a) power and ano^ce 

(b) egocentricity 

(c) ii^le human qualities 

(d) an idealistic notion of the human self 

75. The author uses the expression 'ugly deformities' to 
show his indignation at 

(a) political oiganizatiixis 

(b) the liberation of human consciousness 

(c) selfishness and materialism of the people 

(<0 the drunken oigies of power 

Passage IV 

there are, it must be admitted, some matters in regard to 
whidi tiie memory works witii less tiian its usual perfection. It to 
only a very methodical man, 1 ima^e, who can alwa^ remeim 
ber to take the medicine whidi has seen prescribed by his doctor 
for him. This is die more surprisiiw because medicine should be 
one of tiie easiest things to remember. As a rule it is supposed to 
be taken before, during, or after meals, and the meal itsw should 
be a reminder of it. 

The commonest form of forgetfulness, I suppose, occurs in 
the matter of posting letters. So common it is that 1 am always 
reluctant to trust a oi^rting visitor to post an important letter. 
So little do 1 rdy on his memory tiiat I put him on his oath befne 
tile letter is handed to him. As K>r mysuf anyone who asks me to 
post a letter to a poor judge of chararter. Even if 1 carry tiie letter 
m my hand 1 am always past the first pillar box before I remem¬ 
ber mat 1 ought to have ^ted it 

76. The passage is about 

(a) taking medicine on time (b) methodical men 

(c) fbigetfulnesB (d)' posting letters 

77. It should not be difiticult to remember taking medidne 
on time because 

(a) it is essential for good health 

(b) witiioutUone cannot be a methodical person 

(c) ittonotaasodatedwitiifoigetfubiesB 
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(rf) it is often prescribed in n'lalion to the time of (he meal 

78. One of flte two things people often forget doing is 
(fl) taking meals im time (b) writing letters to friends 
(c) handing over letters to frioids 

((/) taking medicines on time 

79. The sentence "anybody who asks me to post a letter is 
a poor judge of character" implies that the author 

(a) considers himself a weakling 
(li) is too busy to do such a trivial task 

(c) considers himself unreliable in such matters 

(d) considers it beyond his dignity 

80. The author is unwilling to ask people to post his letUTs 
because 

(a) it is not polite to do .so 

(b) they may forget to post them 

(c) they may take it otherwise 
(lO they may not be trustworthy 

Passage V 

We are tempted to assume that technological progress is real 
pn^'ss and that material success is the criterion of civilization 
If the Astern peoples beaime fascinated by machines and tech¬ 
niques and use them, as Westcni nations do, to build huge 
inaustrial oiganizations and large military ^tabli.shments, they 
will get involved in power politics and dritt into the danger of 
death. Scientific and tcchnou^cal dvilizaticm bnngs great op- 
portimities and great rewards but also great risks and tempta¬ 
tions. Science and tcchnoliigy are neither good nor bad. They are 
not to be tabooed but tamed and assigned their proper place. 
They become dangerous only if they beaime idols 

81. According to the autlior, pwiple think that real progress 
lies in 

(a) material success and technological growth 

(b) worshipping idols and having faith in them 

(c) having large industries and political power 
(J) taking ris^ and facing temptations 

82. According to tlx; aufiitv, scienre and technology should be 

(a) tabooed and eliminated from life 

(b) used in a oxitnilled and careful manner 

(c) encouraged and liberally used 
(</) made compulsory in education 

83. From the passage one gathers that tire Eastern People 
must 

(a) appreciate scientific achievements 
(/;) build huge industrial organizations 

(c) avoid being controlled by machines and techniques of 
industrial produchon 

(d) be fascirbit^ by machines 

84. According to the author, science and technology are 

(a) totally harmless (b) extemely dangerous 

(c) to be treated as idols 

(d) are useful, if they are not worshipped blindly 

85. According to die author, sdence and technology will 
bring benefits to 

(g) only Western nations (b) only Eastern countries 
(c) nol^y (lO all, if tamed properly 

Passage VI 

Until the end of his first year at school, Cyril retaincHi many 
of the pleasures and pursuits he had broiwnt with him from 
home, and he kept an old interest in butterflies and fossils. His 
granctoodier had presented him with a fine birds' eggs cabinet, 
but he could never bring himself to risks in climbing trees. Once 
or twke he dissected dead birds fitvn sheer extermination to over¬ 
come his honor of die operation, nobably it was hiserivy of dxise 
physically unlike himself diat biou^t on a phase during which he 
drew ma^ve athletes with thick ne^ and square shoulders. Again 
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he was pitying himsdf for what he could never be. 

86. Cyril's early schooling was in some ways like home life 
because 

(u) he had all his old friends with him 
((>) die fiKxi and the climate were the same as at home 
(c) he kept on doing what gave joy and recreation at home 
(lO his family visited him often 

87. Cyril dissected dead birds to , 

(a) see if he would like to become a doctor 

(b) please lus grandmother 
(r) satisfy his curiosity 

(<0 overcome the fear of the act 

88. Cyril did NOT want to climb trees because he 
(a) loved to play on the ground 

(2i) was scar^ of falling down 

(c) disliked trees 

(li) timught it was childish 

89. The reason why Cyril made drawings of athletes was 

that 

(a) though he admired them, he lacked a fine phyaque 
himst'lf 

(/») he loved violent exercises 
(c) athletics was a passion with him 
(if) he had to complete an assignment 
91) Until the end of the first year, Cyril retained his interest in 
(a) bird's eggs (b) butterflies and fossils 

(c) dissecting birds (li) drawing pictures of afiiletes 
ORDERING OF WORDS IN A SENTENCE 
(Items 91 to 100) 

Directions: 

In each of the items 91 to 100, there is a sentence if which some 
parts have been jumbled up. You are required to re-arrange these parts 
whieh are labelleii P, Q, R and S to produce the correct sentence, Choose 
the correct sequence and mark in ^ur Answer Sheet atvordingly. 
Lxample. Z 

(P) The effect (Q) is very bad (R) on cliildren (S) of cinema 
The proper sequence should be 
(a) PSRQ (li) SPQR (c) SRPQ (d) QSRP 
Explamthn: The proper way of writing the sentence is "The 
effect of cinema on children is very bad.' This is indicated by foe 
.sequence P S R Q and so (a) is the correct answer. 

Now attempt items 91 to 100 

91. Ttie statement 

(P) tlwrefore you must listen carefully 

(Q) what the .speaker has said 

(R) in order to understand 

(S) will be made just once. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SPRQ (b) SRQP (c) RSPQ (d) SPQR 

92. The boy 

(P) with big blue eyes 

(Q) watchrahim, 

(R) and he never said a word 

(S) that had an uncanny cold fire in ^em. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQRS (b) QPSR (c) PQSR (d) QRPS 

93. According to an engineer 

(P) migihtNt foe market next year 

(Q) a newly developed air-cooler system 

(R) that empk^ied in conventional roOfftcoedere 

(S) which is based on a principle radically different ffom« 
The proper sequence ^XHild be 

(a) SQRP (b) RSQP (c) QSRP (d) PQRS 



94. To much of the world 

(P) whidi produces radio and telcvisicm 
it is science 

(R) by airplanes and satellites 

(S) and which conquers space. 

The proper sequence sliould be 

(a) QPSR (b) QRPS (c) RSPQ (d) RQPS 

95. When you 

(P) which one is closest in meaning 

(Q) read die four sentences in your text book and dcade 

(R) to the statement you have heard 

(S) hear a statement. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPSR (fc) SPQR (c) SRIXJ (dj SQPR 

96. The essay 

(P) like that of the human face, 

(Q) because its variety is infinite, 

(R) is a literary fbnn 

(S) which is not easy to define 
The proper sequtaice should be 

(a) PQRS (b) PQSR (c) RSQP (d) RSIKJ 

97. (P) When 

(Q) a child develops best 

(R) like a young plant 

(S) he IS left imdisturbed in the same soil. 

The proper sequence sliould be 

(a) QPSR (b) QPRS (c) PQSR (d) PQRS 

98. The professor 

(P) who lias explored many |ungles 

(Q) will lecture on the new expcdihiMi 

(R) about which 1 have read 

(S) which he is now plamiing. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PQRS (b) RSPQ (c) PRQS (d) QRSP 

99. I believed then 

(P) that no matter 

(Q) one should always find some time for exercise 

(R) and 1 believe even now 

(S) what amount of work one has. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) PRQS (/;) PSRQ (c) RPQS (d) RPSQ 

100. (P) I wonder 

(Q) whenever I dedde to go to the cinema 

(R) with my moped 

(S) why I always have trouble. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) QPSR (l>) QRSP (c) PSRQ (d) PRSQ 

ORDERING OF SENTENCES 

(Iternsmtoim) 

Directions: „ 

In items 101 to 105 each passage comislscfsix sentences. Thefnst 
and die sixth sentences are given in the beginning and labeled Si and 
Ss re^cHvely. The middle four sentences in earn have been renwved 
and jumMed up. These are labelled P.Q.R and S. You are required to 
find out the pnmer order for the four sentences and mark accordingly 
on the Answer Sheet. 

Example; 

Si: There was a boy named Jade. 

Sc At last she turrit him out of ftte house. 

P: So the mother asked Nm to find work. 

,,, Q; They were very poor. 

R; He lived with hismotoer. 

S: But Jade refused to work. 


The proper sequence should be 
(a) RQPS (fc) PQRS (c) QPRS (d) RPSQ 

Explanation- The conrect sequence in this Example is: RQPS 
which is marked (a). Therefcne (a) is the cornxrt answer. 

Now attempt items 101 to 105. 

101. Si: The Hound of Baskervilles was feared by the 
people of the area. 

S(.: The Flound of Baskervilles remains an unsolved 
mystery. 

P' Some people spoke of seeing a huge, shadowy form of a 
hound at midnight on the moor. 

Q: But they spoke of it in tones (rf horror. 

R: Nobody had actually seen the hound. 

S: This shadowy form did not reveal any details about the 
animal. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) SPQR (b) SPRQ (c) PSRQ (d) PQRS 

102. Si: During the Middle Ages the manufacture of doth 
was divided amongst a number of associations of skilled 
workers who performed different c^eraticBis required in its 
production. 

Ss: This was one of the reasons why the industry flourished 
in such rich coimtries as Flanders, Italy and Britain. 

P: But the assodation of skilled workers lacked capital to 
buy it. 

Q: Consequently, he began to assume the role of the 
employer. 

R; With the mechanisation of these operations, complicated 
apparatus became necessary for economic production. 

S: The banker, therefore, stepped in to finance the in¬ 
dustrialization of these operations. 

The proper sequence should be 
(fl) PRSQ (b) RPSQ (c) RPQS (d) PRQS 

103. Si: We spcik today ot self-detenninatirai in politics. 

Sa: Cultural suiqection is ordinarily of an unconsdous char¬ 
acter and it implies slavery from the very start. 

P; So lung as one is consdous of a restraint, it is possible to 
resist it (xr to bear it as a necessary evil and to ke^ free in spirit. 

Q‘ Slavery begins when one ceases to frel the restraint and 
it depends on if the evil is accepted as good. 

R: There is however a subtler domination exerdsed in the 
sphere of ideas by one culture rai another. 

S: Pcrfitical sul^ection primarily means restraint on die outer 
life of a people. 

The proper sequence should be 

(a) a*RQ (b) RSQP (c) SPQR (d) RSPQ 

104. Si: As T say, 1 was bom and brou^t up in an atmos¬ 
phere of the confluence of three movements, all of which were 
revolutionary. 

Ss: He should not only have his own seeds but prepare his 
own soil. 

P: I was bom in a family which had to live its own life, 
which led me from my young days to seek guidance for my own 
self-expression in my own inner standard of judgement. 

Q: No poet should borrow his medium ready-made from 
some shop of respectability 

R: But die language which belonged to the people had to be 
modulated accordmg to the urging wradi 1 as an individual had. 

S: The medium of expression doubtless was my mother 
tofigue 

The proper sequence diould be 
(a) PQRS (b) PSRQ (c) PQ^ (d) QSRP 

KXl. Si; The Decmber darwe and music seasrei in Madras 
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] is like the annual tropical cyclone. 

I Stf Many a hastily planted iduub gets washed away in the 

storm. 

I P: A few among die new aspirants dazzle with the colour of 

youtK like fresh saplings. 

Q: It rains an abundance of music for over a fortnight. 

R: Thick clouds of expectation charge the atmosphere with 
voluminous advertisements. 

S: At the end of it rate is left widi the feeling that the music 
of only foose artists seasoned by careful nurturing, stands tall 
like well-rooted trees. 

The proper sequence should be 
{a) W2PS (6) QRPS (c) RQSP (lO QRSP 
SELECTING WORDS 

(Items 106 to 120) 

Directions: 

In the fallowing passage (Hems 106 to 120) at certain points, you 
are given a choice q three words marked (a), (b), (c). Choose the oest 
word from these three and indicate your choice in the relevant column 
of your Anstoer Sheet. Examples Zi and Zz have been sdved far you. 

Zi 

The (a) boy (b) horse 

(c) dog 

was in the schcxtl in Shimla. 

Zj 

(a) She (b) It 

(c) He 

was homesick. 

Explanatkm; Out of the list given in item Zi, only "boy" is foe 
correct answer. So 'a' should be indicated as your respraise. For 
item Zz V is the correct answer, because foat b foe prrainun 
whidi refers back to foe noun 'boy'. 

Notv attempt items 106 to 120, 

Many of us believe that science is something modem. 


106. (a) thou^ 

(b) if 

(c) unlera 


the truth is foat 


107. (a) people 

(b) men 

(c) man 


has been using science for 


108. (d) a 

(b) foe 

(c) that 


very long time. 1 lowever, it has 


109. (a) have 

(b) - 


(c) had 

a greater effect on human lives in the last 25 
110. (a) or (b) and 


(c) either 

30 years than in foe hundred of years 

111. (a) for (b) from 

(c) since 

the invention of the plough. The 

112. (a) costly (b) marvdious 

(c) inexpensive 

gifts of science have made modem life 

113. (a) exciting (b) dull 

(c) aimless 

and comfortable. But science has 

114. (a) in (b) at 

(c) within 

the same time created new problems. One of theaei which may 

Imime 

115. (a) worse (b) bad 


(c) good 

in foe years to come, is 

116. (a) fob (b) foose 

(c) that 

of "jet-lag". IMth the arming of modem jeb, fl 3 dng at more than 

9001dlometers an hour, the wra-Id 

117. (a) became (b) can become , 

(c) has become 

very small indeed. Ibday if you 

118. (a) will leave (b) leave 

(c) would leave 

New Delhi at 44)0 in the morning, you 

119. (a) can (b) will 

(c) must 

eat an early breakfast in foe sky 

120. (a) on (b) at 

(c) over 

Kabul, and be in Lraidon by about 1-00 p.m. 


ANSWERS 


1. (b)'.grow bi^er and bigger' 

Z (r) 'will be taken to task' 

3. (a) 'In case we run out of petrol’ 

4. (c) 'for the last four years' 

5. (d) Noemrr 

6. (b) 'hb failure IS that' 

7. (b) 'one of my brothers has....' 

8. (c) 'and containing anti-soaal elements' 

9. (a) 'Never have I listened to....' 

10. (d) '.any jam from the shops' 

11. (b) 'where he was going' 

12. (c) 'is not much different from ours' 

13. (c) 'was the pursuit of the hare' 


14. (b) 'lam reminded of a unique mcident' 

15. (c) 'and ei^yed himself ve^ much' 


16. 

(c) 

17. (a) 

18. (c) 

19. (b) 

20. 

(c) 

21. (b) 

22. (a) 

23. (c) 

24. 

(0) 

25. (c) 

26. (b) 

27. (b) 

28. 

(«) 

29. (b) 

30. (b) 

31. (b) 

32. 

(c) 

33. (c) 

34. Id) 

35. (c) 

36. 

(d) 

37. (a) 

.38. (b) 

39. (c) 

40. 

W 

41. (b) 

42. (d) 

43. (a) 

44. 

(b) 

45. (d) 

46. (d) 

47. (c) 

48. 

(0 

49. (d) 

50. (a) 

51. (d) 

52. 

(d) 

53. (a) 

54. (d) 

55. (b) 

56. 

Id) 

57. (a) 

58. (a) 

59. (c) 

60. 

(a) 

61. (a) 

62. (c) 

63. (b) 

64. 

(c) 

65. (b) 

66. (a) 

67. (c) 

68. 

W 

«• (») 

70. (d) 

71. (if) 

72. 

(b) 

73. (b) 

74. (C) 

75. (c) 

76. 

(c) 

77. (d) 

78. (d) 

79. (C) 

80. 

(b) 

81. (a) 

82. (b) 

83. (c) 

84. 

(d) 

85. (d) 

86. (e) 

fff.'Xd) 

88. 

(b) 

89. (a) 

90. (b) 

91. (a) 

92. 

(b) 

93. (0 

94. (a) 

95. (d) 

96. 

(c) 

97. (a) 

98. (c) 

99. (d) 

100. 

(0 

101. (c) 

102. (a) 

103. (b) 

lot. 

m 

105. (c) 

106. (a) 

107. (c) 

108. 

(A) 

109. (c) 

iia (d) 

Ml. (c) 

IIZ 

(b) 

lia (a) 

114. 0 

115. (a) 

116. 

(c) 

117. (c) 

iia <b) 

119. (b) 

120. 

(c) 
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Descriptive Questions 


Example is better than 
precept 

Q. "Example is better than 
precept" Express your views on the 
proverb. Substantiate your views by 
giving instances, examples from 
your reading, experience and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Just ds 'much is wrought 
by prayer than this world dreams of', 
similarly the world is changed and 
chastened by the excellent examples 
of those whose precepts and practices 
are on the same wave-length. Lives gf 
great men—^whether they are rulers, 
philosophers, social reformers, crea¬ 
tive artists and the like—a re like open 
books of their august actions per¬ 
formed in the thick of trials and 
tribulations. Men of wisdom and 
vision know that mere words, how¬ 
ever worthy and vociferous they may 
be, fail to cut much ice with people. 
But examples, both exuberant and ex¬ 
alting, work like a magic wand and 
transform the entire complexion of 
people's conduct and character. 
Human history is replete with such 
examples and instances as can al¬ 
ways lead the wayward and the 
weary from darkness. Gandhiji em¬ 
bodied the essence of fearlessness in 
his thoughts and actions. The effect of 
his exemplary existence, both as a 
Man of destiny and a whiff of fresh 
air, on die lives of millions, needs no 
recommendation. He symtelised the 
'beauty in truth' in his life and dius 
revolutionised die mores and moods 
of his followers. He practised what he 
preached and this is why he was 
more e^tive and inspiring than so 
many others of his times. 

Armed with courage of convic- 
tiem, men of intuition and imagira- 
don, take the bull by die horns and 
leave behind hidelible in^ressions of 
thdr herede deeds on the sands of 
time. We can also categorise such 
men as scientists, explorers, dis¬ 


coverers, seekers of truth and persons 
of their ilk, who never believe m 
changing the world with sermons but 
with serious and searching ques¬ 
tions. They labour hard and try to 
find answers to the riddles that con¬ 
front them at every step of their 
quest 

When we scan and scrutinise the 
pages of history, we come across a 
galaxy of such persons as electrified 
the dormant spirits of the masses 
with the examples of their selfless 
services and sacnfices. For them ex¬ 
ample was definitely better and more 
meaningful than mere words. Those 
who are led to believe that only 
precepts can lead to salvation, are 
living m a make-belief world 
divorced from the bitter realities of 
life If today we find ourselves at the 
threshold of scientific miracles and 
technological revelations, the credit 
for all this goes to those whose minds 
were motivated by the proverb. 

Transparent human skin 

Q. Suppose human beings 
have transparent skin. Explain three 
possible consequences if such a 
situation happens. 

Ans. If due to some reason the 
human skin was to become 
transparent it shall amount to upset¬ 
ting Ae apple cart of the established 
fact of human make-up. So far we 
have remained content and consoled 
with the present complexion of our 
skin and never bothered much about 
the shape, location and functions of 
our bones, arteries and veins, con¬ 
cealed behind foe veil of our skin. 
But, if tomorrow we wake up with 
our skins having turned transparent, 
we may find ourselves in a state of 
^ock and fosbelief, too difficult to 
nejoice or legret. We can visualise the 
following consequences in foe event 
of human beings having transparent 
skin: 


Many of the mysteries connected 
with metabolism and anatomy 
would become visible like some liq¬ 
uid, pure or mixed, in a transparent 
jar To a lay man, which most of us am 
by medical standards, the 
transparency of the skin may forow 
open the intricate composition of so 
many organs and parts which con¬ 
stitute human body Beyond this, the 
human curiosity may find foe revela¬ 
tion not very pleasant indeed! Since 
time immemorial, foe coloured skin 
has kept hidden the multitude of 
functionaries that we call heart, 
lungs, kidneys, stomach ei al. But 
now when cverythmg has become 
bare, a walking man or woman may 
look graceless or a skeleton, more dis¬ 
gusting than dignified. 

Till today, doctors have telied on 
X-Ray, scanning or screening, clinical 
tests etc to know the defective or dis¬ 
eased portion of human body con¬ 
cealed below the skin. It is just 
po.<isible that with transparent skin, 
the doctors may do without all these 
aids and remove or operate upon the 
patient wifoout much difficulty. This 
may also save the patient from the 
trauma of tests and exposure of his or 
her body under foe highly sophisti¬ 
cated machines. Another conse¬ 
quence that can influence the 
demographic map of some countries 
is the knowledge of the gender of foe 
chUd before his or her birfo. 

Just as the 'ozone layered' atmos¬ 
phere has spared mankind from the 
onslaught of ultra violet rays leading 
to the cancer of the skin, foe coloured 
skin of human body may be its 
strongest cover and defence against 
physical and emotional distuibances. 
Once the human skin becomes 
transparent it will not add any infor¬ 
mation to a common man's repertoire 
of luiowledge but the fall out of such 
a situation may become more a 
source of sorrow than of enlighten¬ 
ment. To foe poet the transparent 
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neck of his beloved (imaginary) is the 
sign of beauty but when the entire 
body becomes visible to the naked 
eye as a result of transparent skin, the 
situation may prove acutely awful or 
embarrassing. 

Improving public transport 
system in Dig cities 

Q. Suggest three effective 
methods of improving the public 
transport system in big cities. Ex¬ 
plain how the measures being sug¬ 
gested by you would be helpful. 

Ans. When cities start outgrow¬ 
ing their limits and limitations, some 
key public .services like transport 
begin to feel the pounding pre.ssure. 
If it fails to cop with the increasing 
demand fur quick and timely action, 
its very raison d'etre becomes a big 
question mark. Unless we are as¬ 
sured of an extensive and punctual 
transport system, we find ourselves 
on tenterhooks and question the very 
justification of having such an e.ssen- 
tial service at all. It needs no reitera¬ 
tion to say that, barring a few 
exceptions, the public transport sys¬ 
tem in most big towns needs urgent 
and immediate attention. For their 
guidance, the following suggestions, 
if carried uutwith all earnestness, can 
go a long way in improving the sys¬ 
tem. 

Firet of all, before we pump more 
money in augmenting the fleet of 
buses, the roads of all big cities 
should be widened, wherever such a 
widening is required. All encroach¬ 
ments on public land, roads, pave¬ 
ments, etc .should be removed. 
Courts may be approached not to 
show an undeserved consideration 
or compassion to the guilty. Further, 
traffic lights and signals should be 
installed at vulnerable points and a 
strict compliance of traffic regula¬ 
tions should be ensured. If need be, 
the personnel manning the buses on 
the roads, should be given intensive 
orientation courses so that they at¬ 
tune themselves to the new require¬ 
ments. 

Introduction of more buses and 
associating the private transporters 
also to join the fleet is another effec¬ 
tive measure than can be taken. The 


possibilities of introducing metro¬ 
railway in big cities should be ex¬ 
amined. There is no denying the fact 
that the Introduction of metro-rail¬ 
way in stages can not only ease the 
pressure on roads, it can also make 
the public transport system highly 
commensurate to our future needs. 

Last but not least, is the clearing 
and cleansing of our cities of the 
menace of stray cattle frequent agita¬ 
tions and protests on roads and the 
like. The cattle owners, who 
deliberately leave their cattle on the 
roads, should be hauled up and given 
suitable punishment. In a democracy 
we cannot debar people from voicing 
their grievances, whether on roads or 
elsewhere. The best course for such 
an agitation or demonstration, is to 
have a public place or park like the 
Hyde Park in London, where all 
protests, meetings, agitations arc 
held without causing any distur¬ 
bance to the public transport system. 

More investment in 
agricultural sector 

Q. India should invest more in 
agricultural sector than in the in¬ 
dustrial sector. Give two arguments 
in favour and two arguments 
against the proposition. 

Arguments for the proposition 

I. There is no denying the fact 
that despite stupendous strides in the 
industrial sector, agriculture remains 
the pivot of an ordinary Indian's life. 
The success of Green Revolution is a 
fact of life, but when we turn our 
attention towards the population 
graph on the one hand and the con¬ 
tinuous exodus of villagers to the 
cities in search of jobs and other 
means of livelihood, we find oursel¬ 
ves in a strange dilemma. It is a 
strange phenomenon of Indian life 
that agriculture, which should be the 
mainstay and source of occupation 
and income for most villagers, finds 
itself helpless to absorb its teeming 
population. Since there is tremen¬ 
dous scope to bring vast areas of land 
under cultivation, provided irriga^ 
tion facilities, power, roads, mark^, 
etc are made available, more invest¬ 
ment in die agricultural sector is the 
crying need of the hour. 


2 . In order to restore tiie honour 
of the villagers, who ruidi to die cities 
for degrading jobs, opportunities in 
the agricultural sector will have to be 
created. For the creation of gainful 
employment in the countryside, 
funds will have to be pumped into 
the rural sector so that the deficit in 
pulses, oil seeds and other agricul¬ 
tural produce is turned into surplus 
as also the production of food-grains 
and other cereals is kept up in view of 
the growing numbers on the popula¬ 
tion front. Besides, by investing more 
in the agricultural sector, we can 
produce such items as can find a 
ready export markets. 

Arguments against the 
proposition 

1. No doubt India is primarily 
an agricultural country. But we 
shouldn't lose sight of the fact that we 
arc living in an era where high-tech¬ 
nology IS going to call the shots. 
Whether we talk of sophistication 
and modernisation of industries, 
production of power, expansion of 
tele-communications, updating the 
transport system, exploring the outer 
space through satellites and the like, 
the industrial base has to be strong 
and resilient. Despite all constraints 
and compulsions, there is no escape 
but to invest more and more funds in 
the industrial sector if India is to be^ 
come an industrial power in the years 
to come. 

2. There is no point in dumping 
more money into the agricultural sec¬ 
tor when more than 75 per cent of 
land holding are of less than two 
hectares and two-third of these hold¬ 
ings are of less than one hectare. 
Under the new economic order that 
has caught file imagination of all, ir¬ 
respective of their past commitments 
and beliefs, industrial sector com¬ 
prising traditional ii\^ustries as well 
as the industries dealing with 
manufacture of computers, environ¬ 
mental gadgets, anti-pollution tech¬ 
nology, etc require high-class 
research and development. In order 
to come close to hitemational stand¬ 
ards in areas of science and tedinol- 
gy, industrial and human resource 
devclc^ment, mote investment in the 
industrial sector is a'must'. 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find the odd-man oub 


1. (a) Lincoln 

(b) Churchill 

(c) V.V.Giri 

(d) Reagan 

(e) Kermedy 


2. (a) gold 

(b) silver 


(c) manganese 

4d) gypsum 

(e) iron 

3. (a) church 

(b) pagoda 

(c) temple 

(d) monastery 

(e) Gurudwara 


4. (a) acre 

(b) metre 

(c) mile 

(d) cenhmetre 

(e) foot 


5. (a) dolphin 

(b) whale 

(c) tortoise 

(d) seal 

(f) shark 


6. (it) pantaloons 

(b) shirts 

(c) skirts 

(d) pyjamas 

(e) shorts 


7 (a) Kathak 

(b) Manipuri 

(c) Kadiakali 

(d) Karnatak 

(e) Kuchipudi 


8. (a) lactometer 

(b) diameter 

(c) barometer 


(d) thermometer (e) hydrometer 

Each question given below has two items. Mark 
your answer 

(a) if either of the items is a product of the other. 

(р) if one of the items is opposite of the other. 

(с) if both the items belong to the same category. 

(d) if one depends upon the other. 

(<r) if one of the items is made of the other. 

9. selection: interview. 

10 . milk:butter 

11 . p&per:tree 

12 . house:brick 

13. French: German 

14. complicated: simple 

In questions given below the two items have a 
definite relationship. You have to tick-mark the choice 
with similar relationship: 

15. guitar: music. 

(a) band:marriage (b) train;journey 

(c) kitehenifood (d) brush: painting 

16. world: univerae 

(a) page:book (b) planet:sim 

(c) moon:earth ' '(d) diamond:coal 

17. nurse: compounder 

(a) teacher:pupil ({>) cup:tea 

(c) cushion:plUow (d) pen:paper 

18. 8kin:leadier 


(a) hand:glove (b) fingers:nails 
(c) hair;wool cotton:summer 

19. lamb: goat 

(a) nuce; rats (b) hger: lion 
(c) rice.food (d) puppy:dog 

20 . tea:coffee 

(a) tennis' badminton (b) jug .'water 

(c) clay.pottery (d) root.tree 

21 nation ‘ citizens 

(a) zoo:animals (b) forest:trees 

(c) foit.soldiers (d) army:navy 

22 . clock' time 

(a) day: hour (b) balance: weight 

(c) calendar-day (d) bottle: medicine 

The three items given in each question have a cer¬ 
tain relationship. Tick-mark the choice with similar 
relationship among items, the order may not be ttie 
same: 

23. correspondent: news • newspaper 

(a) farmer: crops: food 

(b) mason ■ cement: construction 

(c) cloud. water • ponds 

(d) road - vehicle: destination 

24. complexion: white: black 

(a) alert; mtelligent: babies 

(b) health; disease: hospital 

(c) train' bus. journey 

(d) honest: officer: corrupt 

25. talk: whisper: shout 

(a) boredom: tiredness: rest 

(b) touch: hold: embrace 

(c) see look:watch 

(d) create. form: make 

26. play: win: lose 

(a) acadent; death: survive 

(b) examination: success: determination 

(c) read; book: magazine 

(d) music: dance: art 

27. clay • potter: pots 

(a) doctor: injection: pills 
(lb) clothes: cloth: tailor 

(c) black-board: chalk: teacher 

(d) electricity; bulb: light 
Hck-maric the right choice: 

28. If offices were dens, officers would be: 

(a) horses (b) hunters (c) ferocious 


APRIL *95 COMPETITION MASTER MS 


(a) 2 (b) 3 (c) 5 (d) 4 (e) 7 


(d) honest (e) tigers 

29. If cows were grapes, milk would be: 

(a) resin (b) vine (c) wine 

(d) firuit (e) jam 

30. If flowers were nests, petab would be: 

(a) birds (b) eggs (c) home 

(d) straws (e) tree 

31. If numbers were planb, mathematics would be; 

(a) trees (b) forest (c) botany 

(d) green (e) tables 

Qs. 32-36. Match the right parts on the basb of infor¬ 
mation given below: 

Five persons A, B, C, D and E play different games 
as follows: 

Each person plays one game only. 

B and C do not play hockey or badminton. 

D and E do not pby termis or cricket. 

A does not play hockey. 

B and D do not play basket-ball. 

C and A do not play tennb or basket-ball. 

32. A (a) hockey 

33. B (b) badminton 

34. C (c) basket-ball 

35. D (d) cricket 

36. E (e) tennis 

Find out tiie missing numbers: 


37. 

4; 6; 

24; 7; 5; 35; 4;. 

..;32 





(«) 

14 

(b) 28 

(c) 

16 

(d) 

8 

ie) 

10 

38. 

3;6; 

9; 4; 7; 10; 

5; 8; 

••• 





(«) 

11 

(b) 13 

(c) 

9 

(d) 

16 

ie) 

14 

39. 

4; 8; 

6;9;8;...; 

10 






(«) 

11 

(b) 12 

(c) 

16 

id) 

22 

ie) 

10 

40. 

5; 7; 

12;...; 31; 

50. 






(«) 

17 

(b) 19 

(c) 

21 

(d) 

18 

ie) 

29 

41. 

...;11; 15; 24; 40. 






W 

5 

(b) 6 

(c) 

9 

id) 

10 

ie) 

8 

42. 

98;99;101;1(M 

t;... 






(«) 

106 

(b) 107 

(c) 

108 

id) 

109 

ie) 

110 

43. 

2; 6; 

14;..., 62. 







(«) 

28 

(b) 26 

(c) 

30 

id) 

32 

ie) 

38 

44. 

6; 11 

;21;41;... 







(«) 

61 

(b) 71 

(c) 

56 

id) 

62 

ie) 

81 


Numbers in questions 45-47 follow the same arcan- 
gemenL Find out the missing ones: 


45. 



49 


? 

1 

4 

9 

25 

16 


46. 



64 


2 

4 

6 

4 

? 

36 


(fl)32 (b) 30 (c) 28 (d) 40 (e) 42 




7 


47. 

1 

4 

5 


1 

26 

25 


(a) 25 (b) 36 (c) 20 (d) 81 (e) 100 

Find out the missing numbers and letters. 


48. 


(«) 


49. 


B 

D 

F 

H 

7 

L 

C 

D 

F 

I 

7 

R 

I 

L 



id) 

1 

1 

D 

14 

7 

7 

N 

4 

19 

E 

7 

J 

5 

S 


(e)- 


M 


(«) 


£ 
10 

50. D* 

F* 

(a) f 


ib) 


_F 
12 
H* E® 
? I* 
G" 

(b) J 


(c) 


H 






10 


(c) G^ (d) A' (e) b2 


Which set of letters from (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) is the 
right choice to fill in the blanks in questions? 

51. bca-a-cacabc-cab-ac 

(a) abac (b) cbbc (c) cbac 

(d) bcbb (e) bbaa 

52. abbocaa-c-bbca-aabc 

(a) abbc (b) bcab (c) acab 

(d) acac (e) abac 

53. abobc-aabcc-caaa-cc 

(a) cabb (b) caba * (c) bcab 

(d) bcba (e) ccba 

Qs. 54-60. Eadi letter written against (a), (b), (c), (d), 
(e) and code for letters fat words. Same code has 
been usWl for ail file quesfions. Find out die li^t code 
for letter enclosed in 1^ 

54. S T R I E 

(a) d (b) b (c) z (d) q (e) y 0 g 
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55. [g A T R O N 
(fl) w (b) g (c) q 

56 M A K E[gS 
(a) w (b) j (c) q 

57 S[H]I ELD 

(a) 2 (b) y (c) X 

58 R A T 1 0[N] 

(a) V (b) c (c) y 

59 T H A N K[s] 
(a) u (6) d (c) g 

60 L A E N T 
(fl) g (b) p (c) w 


(c) c CO V 

(e)z COb 

(e) p (/) u 
(e) w (0 q 
(e) c (0 w 

(e) j (0 c 


62. Count the number of squares in 
(a) 3 (6) 6 

(c) 4 (d) 8 

(e) None of these 

Find die odd-man out: 


dte figure. 



Questions 61 and 62 are based on die figure given 
below: 




^ ^ ^ 


r p© p© p© p© 

^ S Q S 


61 How many triangles are there m the figure'^ 
(a) 10 (b) 18 

(c) 24 (<0 26 

(e) None of these 


Given below ate two sets of figures, the Problem Figures and file Answer Figures marked A, B, Q D and E. You 
have to find out which of the Answer Figures would be the next one in succession: 

PROS! EM IICURES ANSWER FIGURES 


=tf 

ap 



O V 

A 

V 

O 


lo 

r 

(SS> 

_? 



t p 

1 mi 

q t 

iTcro 

^t„p 

ralQJl 



A 

ANSWER FIGURES 

RID 

E 




-1 

V 

V 


c^v 

r\ 


A 

O 



y| 0 , % a, 

q_t q t q T . p, ,.,T q t ^ 

grrml czZDS ItCom Itutu icttuq 
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n D Q n 




<—> 0—0 
♦—o <—► 
0—0 



|zZ2 |:s> |z2 



aoaoo 


foi 


<3—► <h-> 


□—0 O-O 0—0 




ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


(b) All the others have been Presidents. 

(d) It is the only non-metaliic mineral. 

(li) It is a residence for monks and nuns. Others are 
places of worship. 

(a) It is the only measurement of a square. 

(c) All the others are fish. 

(b) All the other garments cover body below waist 

(d) It is the only type of music among dances. 

(b) All the others are instruments to measure thin^. 

(d) 10 (a) 11. (a) 12. (e) 13. (c) 

(b) 

(d) One is a medium for producing this piece of art. 

(a) The relationship is that of a single unit and the 
whole. 

(c) Both are members of the same group. 

(c) The relationship is that of raw form and its 
product. 

(d) One is a young one of the other. 

(a) Both belong to the same category. 

(b) The relationship is that of the whole and its one 
unit. 

(b) One measures the other. 

(c) One brings one of the other things and it is stored 
methodically in the next item. 

(d) llie relationship is that of an item and its two 
opposite qualities. 

(b) The items show Birce degrees of the same action. 

(a) One thing may result in eidier of die other two. 

(b) The relationship is that of a maker, die medium 
and die product. 

(e) 29. (c) 30. (d) 31. (c) 32. (b) 

(e) 34. (d) 35. (a) 36 (c) 

(d) Make sets of three. 

(a) There are three series, 4,5,6..., 8,7,8... and 9,10, 
11... 

(e) Therearetwoseries,4,6,8...and8,9,10... 

(b) Each nuniber is the total of its two preceding num¬ 
bers. 


41. (d) Go on adding 1^; 2^; 3^...to numbers. 

42 (c) Go on adding 1,2,3.. to numbers. 

43. (c) Each next number is double + 2 of the preceding 

number. 

44. (e) Each number is x2 - 1 of the preceding number. 

45. (b) The arrangement is - example: 4-3 = 1; (4 + 3)^• 

3^ = 9; 42 = 16;9 +16 = 25. 

46. (d) 47. {b) 

48. (c) In the upper line, one letter is skipped, in the lower 

one, an extra letter is skipped in each step. 

49. (a) Letters go zig-zagging skipping an extra letter and 

their corresponding numoers start from the other 
end. 

50. (e) The total—linewise and columnwise—^isl7. 

51. (c) The scries is bcaca/bcaca/bc... 

52. (e) The series is abbca/caabc/...go on n.peating. 

53. (a) The series is abcc/bcaa/ab.. goon repeating. 

54 to 60 Sort out common letters and match the mmth common 
aides, e.^. 'K' is common in 54,55 and 59 questions, so 
ttscadets'd'. 

54. (a) 55. (d) 56. (c) 57. 0 58. (b) 

59. (d) 60. (e) 61. (d) 62. (b) 

63. C. Squares on opposite ends do not have identical 

pattern. 

64. E. Number of inner figures should be one more. 

65. C Ihe direction of square is wrong. 

66 . D. Lips ought to match with ears and cap. 

67. A. Number of lines in square shoul4 be (Hie more than 

lines in die figure at the other end. 

68 . E 69. A 70. D 71. B 72. A 

73. C 74. B 75. C 
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TEST OF REASONINGb-ll 


If fint half of tfie alphabets wete written leaving a 
gap among all ttie letters Le. A>B>C'D..~ and the gaps 
were filled with the remaining half in the same serial 
order ending with Z: 

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

1. Which letter would be between G and H’ 

(«) R (b) S (0 T 

(d) U (r) Noneofdiese 

2. Letter 7'would be between- 

(fl) V&W (b) U&V (c) W&X 

(d) U&V (e) Noneotthese 

3. Which letter is third to the right of tenth letter from 

left? 

(a) S (b) T (c) H 

(d) G (e) None of these 

4. Which letter is exactly in the middle of 20th letter 
from the right and lldi letter fiom the left’ 

(a) E (b)R ‘ (c) F 

(<0 S (e) None of these 

Shankar started from his home at 9 A.M. in his car at 
a speed of 40 km per hour. He headed towards east and 
reached temple after 3 km. He stopped at tfie temple for 
5 minutes, he turned right and after driving for 2 km 
reached Post Office where he stopped for 10 minutes. He 
again turned right and reached his children's school after 
2 km. He dropped his children at school, turned right and 
reached hospital after 1 km. He visit^ a friend there 
stayed for 15 minutes then turned left but his car started 
giving trouble. He had to reduce the speed to half and 
tfien reached a garage. He stopped at the garage for 5 
minutes then leaving the car there, walked home at a 
speed of 4 km per hour. 

5. How iat is his home from the garage as the crow 

flies? 

(a) 2 km (fi) 1 km (c) 3 km 

(d) 5 km (e) None of these 

6 . At what time did Shankar return home? 

(a) 1055 A.M. (b) 10.05 A.M. 

(c) 11.05 A.M. . (d) 10.35 A.M. 

(e) None of these 

7. At what time did he reach the hospital? 

(a) 10.42 A.M. (b) 9.42 A.M. 

(c) 9.47 A.M. (d) 9.27 A.M 

(e) Noneoftfiese 

8 . If the childrm's school is over at450 P.M., atwhat 
time should he start from his home fo diat he can walk 
upto the gara«, ^end 5 minutes thdrs in collecting his car 
and reach children's school 5 minutes before the schod is 
over? 


(a) 4.02 P.M. (b) 3.55 P.M. (c) 3.58'1l<%d/r,'.,.. 
(d) 3.48 PM. (e) None of these 

If means 'x','+' means 'x' means '+' and '+' 
meansthen: 

9 16 + 4 + 5-2x3 = ? 

(a) 2| (b) - 2 ] (c) -3 

(d) 4 (e) None of these 

10. 9+12 + 3x7-2 = ’ 

(a) 2 (b) 19 (r) -1 

(d) 17 (e) None of these 

11. 4-3+-8x6 + 4 = ’ 

(a) -3| (h) -4| (c) si 

(d) 6 (e) None of these 

Questions 12 to 1S are based on the letters of the word 
occurring in ENGAGEMENT 

12. If it is possible to make a word with 1st, 4th, 5th 
and 7th letters of the word, i^diich would be third letter of 
that word’ 

(«) E (b) A (c) G 

(d) M (e) No word can be formed 

13. How many letters from the alphabets are required 
to form the word ENGAGEMENT? 

(a) seven (b) six (c) five 

(lO nine (p) eight 

14 How many letters have occurred more fiian once? 
(«) 1 (b) 2 (f) 3 

(d) 4 (e) 5 

15. If all the ten letters of the word were to be arranged 
alphabetically, the sixth letter from the end would be: 

(a) E (b) G (f) M 

(d) N (e) T 

Questions 16 to 18 are based on the series of numbers 
given below: 

36136436365643641362536656313612 

16. How many 6s are preceded by 3 but not followed 
by 4? 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 7 

(d) 8 (c) Noneoffoese 

17. Which of the numbers has the least frequaicy? 

(a) 1 (b) 2 (c) 4 

(d) 5 (e) None of these 

18. Which two nundiers have bcoi repeated the same 
number of times? 

(a) 2&5 ({1)1 &4 (c)1&5 

(d) 4&5 (e) 2&4 


APFULVS COMPETITION MASTER 81* 




Find the odd>man out: 


19. (a) GK 
(d) SW 

(b) MQ 

(c) DH 

(c) PU 

20. (a) CEH 
(d) NPT 

(b) KMP 
(e) FHK 

(f) XZC 

21. (a) DW 
(d) HS 

(b) LO 
(e) EV 

(f) JR 

22. (a) PUS 
(d) BED 

(b) HI.J 
(e) LPN 

(r) UYW 

23. (a) MLI 
(d) ZYV 

(b) FEB 
(e) SRN 

(f) UTQ 


In a certain code: 

bright hesh sunny day is 'cin bin zin hin' 
scent of fresh flowers is 'din jin lin bin' 
bright light of trucks is 'lin min hin rin' 
trucks loaded with flowers is 'Hn nin din min' 

24. What is the code for 'bright'? 

(a) cin (b) bin (c) lin 

(d) zin (c) hin 

25. 'din'is the code for: 

(a) trucks (f») flowers (c) of 

(d) loaded (e) with 

26. What is the code for 'day'? 

(fl) cin (b) bin (c) zin 

(d) hin (e) can't be established 

Copper is heavier than brass but lighter than silver 
which IS not as heavy as gold. Iron is lighter than copper 
but heavier than brass. 

27. Which is the lightest metal? 

(a) gold (b) brass (c) copper 

(<0 iron (e) silver 

28. Which metal is second heaviest among the lot? 

(a) gold (b) brass (c) copper 

(d) iron (e) silver 

Read the following statements carefully and answer 
the questions given below: 

(i) A f B means A is the mother of B. 

(li) A + B means A is the son of B. 

(hi) a - B means A is the husband of B. 

(iv) A X B means A is the brother of B. 

Four persons R, S, T and U are related to one another 
in the following way: 

r.+S-T,UxT 

29 Which two persons are uncle and nephew? 

(a) R&T (b) T&U (c) U&R 

(<0 U&S (c) Noneoffriese 

30. Which statement from i, it, iii and iv is superfluous 
and not at all needed to establish the relationship among 
these four. 

(«) (0 (&) (H) (C) (W 

(d) (w) (e) all are needed 


SYLLOGISMS 


Qs. 31-38, In each question below are given two statement 
followed by four conclusions numbered I, ll, III and TV. You have 
to take the two gwen statements to be true even if they seem to be 
at variancefrom commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions 
and then decide which of the given conclusions logicaUy follows 
from the two given statements, disregarding common^ known 
facts 

Statements 

31. 1. All clocks are discs. 

2. Some discs are square. 

Conclusions: 

1. All clocks are square 

II. Some clocks are square. 

III. Some discs are not cliKks 

IV. No clock is square. 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Only 111 and IV follow. 

(c) Either 11 or IV follows. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) U (e) □ 

Statements: 

32. 1. All birds are snakes. 

2. No snake IS black. 

Conduswns. 

1. Some birds are black. 

II. No bird is black. 

III. All snakes arc birds. 

IV. Only some birds are not black. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only ni follows. 

(d) Both 1 and III follow. 

(e) None follows. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements. 

33 1. Some sheets are quilts. 

2. Some quilts are pillows. 

Conclusions- 

I. No pillow is a sheet 

II. All quilts ate sheets. 

ni. Some sheets are pillows. , 

IV. All pillows are quilts. 

(a) Only II follows. 

(b) Eiflier 1 or ni follows. 

(c) Either II or m follows. 

(d) Both n arid IV follow. 

(e) All the four follow. 


820 APRIL‘95 COMPETITION MASTER 


(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ fe) □ 

Statatwnlt 

34 1 All gardens are hotels 
2 All hotels are roads 

Conclusion 

1 Some gardens are not roads 

II All hotels are gardens 

III All gardens are roads 

IV Some roads are gardens 
(ti) Both 1 and 11 follow 

(b) Only IV follows 
(0 Only 111 follows 

(d) Fither 11 or III follows 

(e) Both III and IV follow 

(a) □ (b) U (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement 

35 1 Some cups are plates 

2 All plates arc slo\es 

Candusions 

I All tups are stoves 

II Some stoves are not plates 

III Some stoves are cups 
JV All stoves are plates 

(fl) Only 1 follows 

(b) Only 11 follows 
(t) Only m follows 

(d) (^nly IV follows 

(e) None follows 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) J id) □ (c) d 

Stalanenh 

36 1 Some dogs are rats 
2 No rat is crow 

Conclusion!, 

1 No dog IS a trow 

JI Some dogs are not crows 
III All crows are rats 
rv All rats are dogs 

(a) Only II follows 

(b) Only IV follows 

(c) None follows 

(d) Only 1, III & IV follow 

(e) Only U and III follow 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements 

37 1 Only nchcountiies have farms 

2 All farms are stables 

Conclusions 

I Only rich countries can afford stables 

II Some (arms ate not stables 


III Some stables aie m rich countries 

IV AH stables are m rich countries only 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Both n and III follow 

(c) Only HI follows 

(d) Both ID and IV follow 

(c) Only I Ill and IV follow 

(a) □ (b) d (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

btaleinenti, 

38 1 Some garments are blue 

2 Some blue garments are led 
Comlusions 

I Every garment is cither blue or red 

II Some garments are neither blue nor red 

III All blue garmenN are red 

IV Some red garments are not blue 

(a) Onl> 1 follows 

(b) Only n follows 
(i) Only Ill follovss 

(d) Only IV follows 

(c) None of these follows 

(a) □ (b) □ (() d (d) □ (c) □ 

Qs 39-46 In cadi question below is given a statement 
Jolloivcd by three assumptions numbered I, II and III An as- 
siimption IS sonu thing supposed or taken for granted You have 
to tonstdi r the stalemcnt and the assumptions and deade which 
of the assumptions is iinpluit in t/u statement Then decide 
whidt of till ansiws s i orrett 

Statement 

39 ' We Indians, who were at a starvation level m 
1947, are not only self-sufficient m food but are among its 
exporters " A very eminent statesman announces 

Assumptions 

I No one is poor in India now 

II India produces more than what is needed far 
the country 

III India does not import any food item 

(a) Only 1 and 111 are implicit 

(b) Only II IS implicit 

(c) Only HI is implicit 

(d) All aic implicit 

(e) Only 11 and 111 are in^Iicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

40 "Parents these days drag their two plus toddlers 
to pre-nursery schools and thus deprive them of die 
natural joy of childhood " A survey 

Assumptions 

I No school gomg child can enioy natural joys 
of childhood 

II Parents want to get nd of their smaU kids by 
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sending; them to school 

III Plustwoistoo vounpanagcfoi childrentogo 
to i>chix>l 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only (I IS implicit 

(c) l3oth 1 and II ate implicit 
(<0 Only 111 IS implicit 

(c) All are implicit 

(fl) □ (b) J (i) J ((/) □ (<•) J 

Statement 

41 "Fashion shows an* gaming more and more 
populaiity", a report 

A^sumptum-i 

I People* in general have become moie fashion 
conscious 

II Most of the new fashions are intioduced 
through fashion shoivs 

III lashion shows were not much popuUii pie 
viously 

(<i) Only I and II are implic it 

(b) Only ni is implicit 

(0 Only II and III arc implicit 

(d) Only 1 and HI aie implicit 

(c) All are implicit 

{«) □ (b) □ (c) J (d) □ (c) J 

Statement 

42 "Stale X has decided to double the number of its 
buses", an authentic report 

Assumption!) 

I The population of Slate X has become double 

II The existing buses are too over-crowded and 
unable to mc*et the requirements 

III The Slate does consider the discomfort of its 
people and tries to provide them with 
facilitic*s 

(a) Only n and HI are implicit 

(b) Only I and 111 are implicit 

(c) All are implicit 

(d) Only 1 IS implicit 

(e) None IS implicit 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) J 

Statement 

43 "It IS believed that more than 130 billion dollars 
would be needed to rebuild the beautiful city of Kobe that 
was devastated during earthquake and somehow, they'll 
manage it", a report 

Assumptions 

1 The Japanese government has decided to 
fvbuild this city 

II The programme of rebuilding this city would 
be given top priority 


HI The Japanese government would suspend 
most of the other expenses and would spend 
all the money m rebuilding Kobe 

(d) Only 1 and II are implicit 

(b) Only 11 and HI are implicit 
(i) Only I and III are impliat 

(d) All arc implicit ' 

(c) None is implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Stiitt ment 

44 'South-east Asia is an intermc>diate zone where 
the cultures of India and China have intermingled", the 
report of a survey 

Assumptions 

1 Half the population of this area is that ot In¬ 
dians and the other half is of Chinese 
IT Indian and C hinese cultures ha\e nothing in 
common 

HI The /one mentioned above is jointlv govei ned 
by India and C hina 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only H is implicit 

(() Both I and H are implicit 

(d) Only III IS implicit 

(c) None is implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) J fc) □ 

Statement 

45 "lo fulfil the ever-growing demands for fixxl, 
fibres etc of the continually glowing population, soil health 
has to be maintained and uplifted", a report 

Assumptions 

I A major portion of essential supplies for 
human beings come from mother earth's soil ' 

II Soil needs looking after 

HI Proper care of soil can result in better yield 

(a) Only I and H are implicit 

(b) Only H and HI arc implicit 

(c) All the three are implicit 

(d) None is implicit 

(e) Only HI is implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

46 "Most of the degrees allotted by a private college 
have been found to be fake", a report by an investigation 
committee 

I Students knew tha t their degrees were fake 

II The college would be black-listed 

HI The services of persons, who presented ttiose 
degrees with their applications, would be tar- 
nunated 

(a) Only] is implicit 
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(b) All the three are implicit. 

(c) Only Tl and III are implicit. 

(d) Only II is implicit. 

(e) Either II or I is implicit. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) U 

Qs. 47 to 54. Bclotv is given a passage followed by several 
possible inferences winch can be drawn fiom the facts stated in 
the passage. Yon have to examine each tnfarence separately m the 
context (f the passage and decide upon its degree of truth or 
falsity Mark your answers: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

{b) If it is probably true. 

(c) if data is inadequate. 

(d) if the inference is probably false 

(e) if it is definitely false. 

A recent survey of Central acts on biodiversity in India 
shows serious omissions and woefully inadequate govern¬ 
ment initiatives on conservation There is no law on iden¬ 
tification ot species which is a prerequisite for protection of 
plants and animals A fundamental flaw in government 
programmes is that they do not involve local people, 
alienating them and making them hostile to the conserva¬ 
tion programmes. Over the last few decades, India has lost 
at least half of its forests, polluted over 70% of its water 
bodies, built or cultivated over much of its grasslands and 
degraded many coastal areas. Hunting, over exploitation, 
pesticide polluHon and excessive plant and animal collec¬ 
tions also take a toll on biodiversity. 

47 The authorities felt the need to revise Central acts 
on biodiversity 

(a) □ (fr) □ (c) □ id) U (e) □ 

48. The revised Act has a special para on identitication 
of species. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (ci. □ (d) □ (e) □ 

49. If the local people were involved in government 
conservation programmes, they would definitely be less 
hostile. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

50. India is concerned about the preservation of her 
flora and fauna. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ id) □ (e) □ 

51. Pollution has not increased during the last 
decades. 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □* (d) □ (e) □ 

52. Expansion of residential areas has taken a toll of 
grasslands and forests. 

(fl) a (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

53. The main reason for water pollution is factory 
Wdste* 

(fl) a (b) U (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

54. All coastal areas are polluted 

(a) Q (b) Q (e) Q (d) □ (e) □ 

(3s. 55-52. In each question behw is given a sMemeni 
followed by three courses cfactkms numbered I, If and III. A 


course of act ion is a step or aSdtu^Rblf detiston to be taken for 
improvement, folloto-up, or further ddffomm f^ard to the prdb- 
lent, policy, etc on the basts of the tfforit^0i'giatn,fti the 
statement You baiv to assume everything in the statement to be 
true, then decide nViic/i of the three suggested courses of actions 
logically follows fi)r pursuing 

Statement' 

55. The bail .system causes discrimination against the 
poor, since the poor would not be able to furnish bail on 
account of poverty while wealthier persons in similar 
situation would be able to secure their freedom. 

Coioscs of Action 

I. The system of bail should be dropped al¬ 
together 

II. Banks should be instructed to sanction loan to 
the pciiir so as to enable them to pay the 
amount ot bail. 

Ill Only the well to do should be asked to furnish 
bail 

(fl) Only I is right 

(b) Only H is right 

(c) Roth I and 11 are right. 

(d) Either I or 111 is right 

(c) None is logical 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

56 Three bombs exploded in quick succession in a { 
township close to the Indo-Pak border and damaged a | 
portion of the hospital building under construction. 

Courses of Action 

I Since it must be a Pak activity, the Pakistan ' 
government should be asked to pay compen- ^ 
sation for the damaged hospital building ! 
II. More defence force should be stationed in the ' 
area and vigil should be intensified. 

HI The hospital building should be shifted else¬ 
where 

(fl) Only II is logical. 1 

(b) Only II and Til are right ! 

(r) Only III follows. 

(d) Either II or III follows. 

(e) Ail are reasonable. 

(fl) □ (Ii) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

57. There is no appreciative increa.se in the sales or 
exports of 'Khadi' nor it has any outstanding impactin the 
fa^ion world. 

Courses cf Action: 

I. Attractive incentives should be offered to 
salesmen just as other companies do. 

TI. Publicity by top ad-companies should be in¬ 
troduced. 
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ni. The Khadi-board should have a fashion 
designing department of its own. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

■ (b) Only 11 and HI follow 

(t') Only I and 11 follow 
(d) All the Oirce follow. 

(р) Only 111 follows 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (rf) □ (e) U 

Statement: 

58. Obsence literature is constantly being made avail¬ 
able to adolescents tiirough cheap book-stalls. 

Courses of Action 

1. Reading such literature should be declared to 
be a legal offcnee 

II Parents, who find such books in possession of 
their children should Inform the concerning 
authorities immediately. 

Ill A regular inspection and physical verification 
of these book-stalls should be arranged and if 
any obscene literature is discovered, the shop¬ 
keeper should be pimished severely. 

(a) Both I and 11 follow. 

(b) Only II and HI follow. 

(f) All the three follow 

(d) None follows 

(e) Only 111 follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) J 

Statement- 

59. Most of the members of the opposition party are 
demanding a mid-term poll 

^ Courses of Actions: 

I. The government should go for a mid-term 
election. 

II. The members of the opposition should not be 
allowed to interfere ina regular procedure like 
elections. 

III. No attention should be paid to the demand. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only 11 and III follow. 

(с) Either I or III follows. 

(d) All the three follow. 

(e) None follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) U (d) □ (c) □ 

' Statement 

60. The University authorities have been informed by 
various departments that courses in colleges are much 
bdtind the schedule due to communal nots in the State. 

Courses of Action. 

I. Examinations should be postponed. 

II. Extra-classes sitould be arranged. 

m. Some portion of the courses should be 


dropped. 

(a) Only I is right. 

(b) AU the three follow. 

(c) Anyone of the three 

(d) Either II or 111. 

(р) Either I or II is right. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) d 

Statement 

61. The incha rge of an office has observed that most of 
the employees slip away during office hours. 

Courses of Action. 

1. He .should keep the main door locked. 

II He should keep his own table and chair near 
tlic main gate. 

Ill He should take .strict disciplinary action 
against the employees who slip away. 

(a) Only I follows » 

(b) Only II follows. 

(с) Only III follows 

(d) Either I or H follows. 

(p) Botii I and HI follow. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

62. Some of the senior doctors have been neglecting 
their patients in hospital and are busy with their private 
practice 

Courses of Action 

I. An inquiry committee should be appointed to 
look into the matter 

II Only junior doctors should be appointed in 
the hospital. 

HI. Private practice By senior doctors should be 
banned and their salary should be increased. 

(a) Only I follow.s. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(t) Only III follows. 

(d) Either I or III follows. 

(p) None follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ fp) □ 

Qs. 63-70 Read the following infbrmation car^Uy and 
answer the questions given Mow it: 

(i) Five friends Amit, Bharat, Chandra, Devendra and 
Eklavya live in Agra, Bombay, Calcutta, Delhi and Er- 
nakulam and are accountant, businessman* chemist, doc¬ 
tor and engineer by profession. 

(») The first letter of their names, professions and dte 
city diey live in is not the same. 

(til) Niarat and Chandra are not engineer nor do they 
live in Delhi or Agra. 

(in) Amit is neither a chemist nor doctor. 

(n) Devendra does not live in Bombay. 
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Management as a Career Choice 


M ore than 30 years after the 
beginning of management 
education in India, the MBA degree 
still has an aura. Thousands of young 
people apply to the universities and 
management institutes every year for 
this degree. Seats are limitra, and 
supply of management graduates is 
still trailing behind demand. Unlike 
other professions, saturation has not 
resulted in the market for MBA. 

Catering to the demand are the 4 
llMs (Ahmedabad, Bangalore, 
Calcutta and Lucknow), 55 
universities and countless private 
institutes. At the end of the rainbow 
is the dream of big money, df 
stepping into the executive .suite of 
multinational companies. 

Salaries are indeed high. The 
average salary for a fresh MBA of a 
reputed university is Rs 5,000 per 
month. But a graduate from the 
prestigious Indian Institute of 
Management (IlM) would be able to 
get twice this amount. The top annual 
salary for a fresher last year was Rs 4 
lakh; this year this figure may shoot 
up by 80% according to McKinsey 
and Co, a leading consulting firm. 
This means that the top salary offer to 
a fresh MBA will be Rs 7 lakh, or 
Rs 58,000 per mimth. 

The degree is tttus a coveted one 
among commerce, science, arts and 
engineering students. Undeigraduates 
on campuses ail over India begin 
preparations for the MBA Entrance 
tests when they are in Bieir Bnal year. 
The competition is tough—the 
success rate of ^ting in may vary 
from 2*10%, depending on the 
popularity of the institute. 

In terms of job opportunities and 
temuneratitm, the MBA may be the 
only degree today that ensures a pot 
of gold and guaranteed jobs. It is na 
wonder that people from othef 
disciplines—science, medicine, 
chartered accounts—opt for It. 
Engineers also Are increasingly 


getting tempted by MBA. 

In terms of quality of education, 
the nMs are considered to be die best. 
Other institutes which have acquired 
a name are XLRI Jamshedpur, 
Jamnalal Bajaj, University of Delhi, 
Institute of Rural Management, 
Anand, and N.M College, Bombay. A 
number of university departments 
have helped to regionalise 
management education, but only a 
few are considered to be good 
Internal politics, lack of trained 
teachers and a bureaucratic approach 
have bugged the universities, and 
this IS reflected in the number ot 
companies that are willing to take 
their graduates There are a number 
of private institutes too, but they 
operate with varying degrees of 
credibility 

The thing to do then, is to apply 
to four or five institutes of one's 
choice. Each application means at 
least Rs 500, and limiting one's choice 
has its own benefits. Some students 
apply for all the institutes and find 
that they are left with little time to 
prepare for their main examinations 
Therefore, it would be foolish to 
apply for all entrance examinations 

Advertisements for the entrance 
start appearing in September. The 
Erst test to be held is the Common 
Entrance Test (CAT), in the second 
week of December Thereafter, every 
Sunday upto March is reserved for 
die entrance test of other Institutes. 

The All India Management 
Association also conducts a 
Management Aptitude Test (MAT) 
for a number of institutes. One docs 
not have to appear in different tests 
but can request for MAT scores to be 
sent to the participating institutes. 
The MAT Iws, however, not been 
very successful and die number of 
institutes tiiat accept MAT scores is 
small. There is no option but to apply 
to different institutes separately. 

Preparation for the test should 


start at least one year befem its date. 
Since competition is stiff, all that 
matters is practice in solving 
problems. 'The two things that are 
most needed are accuracy and ^>eed. 
Each mistake puts you behind your 
neighbour. 

The preparation should be 
started by learning the basic 
principles of Mathematics, English, 
Analytical Reasoning and Data 
Interpretation A num^r of books 
are available and a few 
correspondence courses. It also helps 
to take personal, professional 
guidance One should aim to study 
for at least one hour initially for six 
months but, thereafter, increase to 
three hours This preparation is 
recomm^ded for the top institutes 
where competition is very stiff. For 
the others, a six-month preparation is 
quite enough. 

The entrance test is of two-hour 
duration and divided into four 
sections. A student cannot afford to 
leave out any topics. In some 
examinations like the XLRI, each 
section has its own time limit while in 
others one is free to go back and fortii. 
General awareness is an additicHial 
section in some other tests, so one 
must keep in touch with Ae latest 
magazines and newspapers. Some 
typical things that must ^ prepared 
are; labour laws for XLRI, 
environmental sensitivity for 
University of Delhi, Indian economy 
for Master of Business Economics 
(MBE). 

One must do a number of mock 
tests of two-hour duration to know 
one's weaknesses. A score above 110 
(after deducting a quarter mark for 
each mistake) is absolutely essential 
for llMs. If you are significantly 
below this level, it is better to apply to 
other institutes. 

While preparing fix' the test, it is 
important to keep up with extra 
reading. This is tiie only way to build 
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a good vocabulary and attempt 
comprehension. These are typically 
weak areas of most students. 

At the same time, the student 
must be outgoing and interact with 
friends. This prepares you for the 
next step after the written 
test—group discussions and 
interview. These skills cannot be 
acquired overnight as many people 
think, but must be developed over a 
period of time. One must make 
efforts to get over the fear of speaking 
in groups, develop confidence and be 
able to defend one's viewpoints. 
Awareness of current topics certainly 
helps. 

One thing that must be kept in 
mind is the high cost of education. 
Most university departments aro still 
cheap, but the fees for an average 
institute is above Rs 50,000 and this is 
constantly increasing. Add to this the 
cost of living and other expenses and 
the MBA may well cost above Rs 2 
lakhs. This is because subsidies to 
institutes have declined over the 
years and they are expected to be 
financially independent. Private 
institutes arc simply encashing on 
the high demand for the MBA degree 
and are known to ask fur donations 
for admission. 

How good are the private 
institutes anyway? There is no 
authoritative list available though 
the All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE) is supposed to 
monitor the management institutes. 
One broad indicator which can be 
used is whether the institute has 
AICTE approval. This is not a very 
good indicator, however, as a number 
of questionable institutes have 
recently been granted approval. One 
can use other indicators to assess the 
quality of education—whether 
companies actually give jobs to the 
graduates and if so, what are the 
starting salaries. It is also useful to 
know whether the institute has 
professional and qualified faculty, 
and what extra-curricular facilities 
are available. 

A student must be careful about 
gunmick^: many institutes use the 
name of roreign universities to gain 
credibility, others have started exotic 


courses like "yoga" and "eastern 
management". When an institute 
offers too much gimmickry, the 
candidate must tread carefully. As a 
rule, one must try to do the course 
either at reputed inshtutes or at the 
universities, or at those institutes 
which are run by big business 
houses. 

It is also important to know what 
to expect after acquiring the degree. 
First, the degree does not 
automatically guarantee jobs—one 
has to be a hard core professional 
with a high level of conceptual and 
practical skills. Secondly, the level of 
entry is not at senior management 
but at the management trainee level. 
Third, though one hears of 
phenomenal salaries of fresh MBAs, 
one must not have very high 
expectations. Finally, one must not 
hope to work only in a multinational 
company. There are a number of 
good Indian companies also that pay 
well. 

Many youngsters forget this, and 
frustration results. "MBAs require a 
big attitudinal change", says Anil 
Ambani. "Their expectations exceed 
their training and capabilities and 1 
think they need more time learning 
how business in real life really runs." 

There is also need for the student 
to keep one's feet firmly on the 
ground, to the Indian realities, even 
while learning Western concepts. 
Many students finish their business 
education with high flown ideas and 
are unable to adjust in their jobs. 
Frustration results in quick job 
changes. This gives a bad name to the 
MBAs and companies too become 
wary. Some companies now prefer to 
hire people with work experience 
rather than fresh graduates. 

Moreover, though it is right to 
aim for the best institutes, one should 
keep one's options open. Since 
expectations are very high, some 
companies prefer to hire people from 
other institutes. According to Aditya 
Birla, "I have personally seen that ^e 
people who come from lesser known 
institutes are more stable and 
productive." 

A person must learn to 


contribute value to the organisation 
he works in. If a company pays high 
salaries, what is In die MBA; that gets 
the high salaries? This thinking 
would be important to each MBA, for 
it is unlikely that a company will pay 
a phenomenal salary merely because 
of the MBA stamp. 

Before one embarks on a 
management career, an introspection 
is essential as to why one should do 
MBA at all. This is very important. 
Unfortunately, there is no career 
counselling in India and college 
graduates end up sitting for the 
competition because everyone else is 
doing so. For many people, however, 
the talent may lie elsewhere and they 
are simply not madq for a career in 
the corporate world. They are 
demanding jobs with very high 
responsibility, long hours of work 
and demanding lifestyles. People 
who get pushed into doing MBA are 
likely to have problems if their heart 
is not into it. 

Today, we find people with 
MBAs going into modelling, films, 
fashion designing, or even into social 
work. In other words, two years of 
their life are wasted before they 
discover their real calling. Rather 
than blindly following what others 
are doing, a student should do a deep 
introspection. List down all the 
answers to the question "why do you 
want to do MBA?" and consider 
them with other interests or possible 
professions that you think you can 
take up. 

Finally, it must be said that as a 
career MBA really has no alternative. 
In many ways, it is better than getting 
into the IAS because here there is 
plenty of scope to prove yourself. In 
fact, many IAS officers are switching 
to a career in the corporate world. 
The corporate sector gives high 
mobility, high r^uneration, 
personal growth ana challenges, 
which ottier professions do offer. 

Tobea good manager is to be like 
a potato~one can be used anywhere. 
Whether one takes up finance, 
marketing, systems or personnel, die 
MBA has to do all four. A career 
certainly not for the weak hearted. 
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DERATE; DISCUSSION 


The Media 
Destroyer or Builder? 


From the humble newspaper brought 
out painstakingly sheet by sheet, to the 
satellite versions of today; from tlw com¬ 
mon radio to the sophisticated FM ver¬ 
sions of today; from the simplistic 
Doordarshan fare to the bewildering 
plethora of satellite-aided channels 
today—the mass media has come a long 
way From being a mere extension to our 
lives. It has now become the fulcrum 
around which our lives revolve But is 
that wise? The proposition fbrdwcussioh 
IS "Ratlwr Hum an agent for social 
change, mass media today has become an 
agentpr social destruction " 


MrA There is no doubting 
the fact that India has become a 
media-driven society. To compete 
with the satellite invasion from 
foreimers and foreign 
collaborations, Doordarshan is 
churning out more and more 
channels and then filling them with 
trash going by the name of 

D rammes. In a desperate bid to 
on to its advertising revenue, 
the lofty mandate with which it 
was launched, namely the 
promotion of education, 
information and lastly, 
entertainment, has been kicked out 
of die window. The entertainment, 
if any, is of an extremely poor * 
quality. I would like to my 
colleagues, how many truly 
questioning programmes nave you 


seen this year? How many 
programmes have you watched 
which have fired your soul with 
detennination to help change the 
world? How many progranunes 
have you seen wmcn have inspired 
any genuine emotional response? 
Naae whatsoever. I'm sure. 
Television is the most po^rful 


narcotic known to man. People 
have become so enamoured of die 
idiot box that it has evoi adected 
personal and social relationships. 
Where before the dining table used 
to be the sounding boara where the 
family used to gather around to 
share the day's news—^now it is the 
TV and when the TV is on, nobody 
speaks What about the impact of 
the fare offered’ The media just 
creates and reinforces .stereotypes, 
l^rom the silver to the small screen, 
and even in magazines, the Indian 
woman is depicted either as an 
object of desire or of didactism. It 
bears emphasising that the average 
Indian woman is neither a 
Sushmita Sen nor a Sah Savitn. To 
put her into such a mould is to 
invite trouble and that is what we 
have done. Rather than pursuing 
intelligent careers, girls are rushing 
into the insecure world of contests 
and beauty pageants, all becau.se of 
the media hype. Husbands expect 
their wives to be long-suffering 
doormats; young men expect meir 
girl friends to be permissive a la the 
Western soap operas, children 
expect their mothers to be the 
ever-smiling, super-efficient 
Maggie ancTVideocon mums! 
Radio, the poor man's companion 
too is full of sponsored 
pre^rammes, mainly songs. Where 
the print media is concerned, no 
newspaper is willing to carry 
stories mat are not cost effective. 
Responsible environmental 
reporHng gives no rehims on 
investm«it as opposed to political 
and economic reportage, where 
there are always potential benefits. 
The bottom line everywhere is to 
sell and make proRts. 


MrB 


My cedleague seems to 


be viewing die media with a totally 
closed mind. Granted diat 
entertainment programmes have 
usurped most oi die air dme, but 
the media is merely giving the 
audience what they want. 
Remember the adage* You can take 
a horse to the trough, but you can't 
make it drink. What is the point of 
having cducadonal programmes 
when nobody watches them? As far 
as the question of promoting 
stereotypes is concerned—^Mr A 
fails to realise that there are factors, 
other than the media, that operate 
in society. Our culture has always 
viewed women in a particular way 
and men in another The people 
who man the media are not aliens, 
rather they are the fruit of our own 
society and whatever they put on 
the air or on paper is but a 
reflection of what they see around 
them. If my colleague is so anti the 
media, perhaps he would care to 
picture a world without it? What 
about the thousands of students 
who depend on the UGC and 
IGNOU programmes for 
information? What about those 
who stay in isdated areas and their 
only means of education is 
provided through radio talks and 
the printed notes sent to them? 
What if the media was not tiiere to 
provide us with a plurality of news 
and views? There would be nobody 
to allay the fear of the new or 
reduce the terror of novelty as there 
would be no system of 
forewarning. Without the media we 
would shrink into ourselves as 
there would be no means to tap 
into the knowledge banks of tiie 
world. We would cease to grow. Is 
that what Mr A wants? We don't 
cease to live because we can die 
any minute. Similarly, to ostracize 
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the media for the ills of our society 
is to close one's eyes to all that it 
has done for its betterment. If it has 
reinforced stereotypes, it has also 
given the knowledge to break out 
of them. The new programmes, 
even the Western soaps, show a 
woman who is willing to stand up 
for her rights. Advertisements too 
show a woman who is in control, 
both at the home and the office. As 
far as the breakdown of social 
relationships is 
concerned—nothing can stop 
humans from communicating with 
one another. Mave marriage 
ceremonies ceased to take place at 
night because Santa Barbara is on 
the air? Have people stopped going 
to their offices because of the 
24>hour movie channel? Man is too 
gregarious an animal to allow any 
machine to take over from his 
mouth. 

MrC Communication is a 
double^dged sword so both my 
colleagues are right in what they 
say. But perhaps we should view 
the media in the context of its 
long-term effects on man's 
evolution—mainly its influence on 
young, impressionable minds. 
Surveys now show that the average 
child watches at least 4 hours of TV 
a day, which, by the time he attains 
majority, would be twice the time 
he spent in school. Also, going by 
the present content of programmes, 
he would have watched 250,000 
advertisements and 20,000 murders 
by the time he is 18. This is of great 
concern as epidemiologic evidence 
indicates that if, hypothetically, TV 
technoloOT had never been 
developed, there would today be 
fevfer homicides each year in the 
USA, 70,000 fewer rapes and 
700,000 fewer injurious assaults. 
Tliere are plenty of studies that 
have scientifically established the 
connection between teenage 
violence and media content. But on 
file other hand, the studies also 
reveal that the respondents most 
affected were fiiose who were 
already teetering over the psycho* 
paAological threshold limit. They 
either came from broken homes, 
lacked self-confidence or had 


addiction problems. But whatever 
the cause and effect of media, I 
would like to point out that we are 
not zombies who are led by the 
nose to do what is commanded! 
After all the remote control is in 
our hands If you don't like a 
particular programme don't watch 
it If you are apprehensive about 
your child's viewership pattern, 
then regulate the time and nature 
of programmes he is allowed to 
watch. If he clamours to buy a 
particular product advertisra on 
iV, you can either buy it or not, 
depending on your purchasing 
power and this can be explained to 
the child Granted that watching 
*^hc opulent lifestyles of the rich as 
prelected by the media, widens the 
want-^t ratio, raising the level of 
expectations, which in turn leads to 
frustration when these expectations 
are not met—but what is to stop us 
from channelising these wants 
positively? We can always work 
harder or we can analyse whether 
we want those things as status 
symbols or because we really need 
them? Personally 1 don't think 
there is any danger of viewers 
getting too swayed by these screen 
lifestyles as in India, poverty is 
always around the corner. If there 
is one person who is better off than 
you, there are ten who are worse off! 


MrD Mr C has raised a very 
pertinent point. The media alone 
cannot build or destroy our society 
and It is wrong to single out media 
persons for castigation. After all, 
they too are professionals, not 
missionaries. So far as media effects 
are concerned, especially on 
children, a stable nome and an 
open family environment would go 
a long way to shield your child 
against any adverse effects. If you 
can clinically discuss sex with your 
child, you will remove its mystery 
for him and he would no longer 
need to satisfy his curiosity with 
pornographic magazines and films. 
If the women in your household 
are treated with love and respect, 
he would also inculcate the same 
valu^. So, in the final analysis, I 
don't think it is right to classify the 
media either as an agent of social 


change or of social destruction—^it 
is neither. It is we humans who are 
the amnts of our destiny. Most of 
the ills that beset the world 
today—hunger, poverty, ill health, 
illiteracy, over-population, wars.... 
were not brought about by the 
media. On the other hand maybe 
we can learn a lesson from the 
reportage of these ills by the media. 

As far as the question of cultural 
imperialism is concerned, I don't 
think a little more openers in our 
society would come amiss. An 
explicit kiss between two lovers is 
less titiliating than a convenient 
tree sprouting out of nowhere. An 
advertisement for whisky is more 
honest, advertising it as such, 
rather than promoting it as soda, as 
is the case at prcsedt. What is 
needed is a constructive media 
policy, shorn of hypocrisy and 
conversant with the times. 

Censorship or bans never did any 
good, rather they attracted the very ; 
interest they were supp<»ed to kill i 
The only way to beat competition is 
to raise one's own standards. The 
home media can start by improving 
the quality of not just its 
entertainment programmes, but 
also the educational ones. If 
technology can chum out slick 
advertisements, it can also be used 
to make information and education 
more interesting. Why do you 
think people turn to the BBC for 
their news or for watching science . 
and environment features? The 
market and the audience is there 
only the inclination is missing. If 
private producers are too busy 
making the quick buck, the onus 
falls on the government to blow the 
cobwebs oft our media mandate 
and to imaginatively use it for 
spreading awareness and 
information. In developing 
countries, where the media is not 
fully autonomous, the government 
still has a large role to play in what 
impact the media ha»>on society. 

Take for instance the hue and ciy 
over Nasreen's Lajja and Rushdie's 
Satanic Verses—^ftuas have been 
issued against b^ the authors for 
daring to attack file authorify of 
religion. So who is the destrier of 
the social fabric—^the media alone 
or the soefety at large? 
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Be Achievement-Oriented 


"Wir break new seas today, 

Our mger keels quest unaccustomed 
waters, 

And,from the vast uncharted xoaste in 
front. 

The mystic circles leap 

To greet our prows with mightiest pos¬ 
sibilities." 

D O we really "greet" our 
mightiest possibilities^ William 
James, father of modern psychology, 
says that ninety per cent of us fail to 
realize our full potential as human 
bemgs. It will be no over-statement 
that ninety per cent of us remain 
"half human beings". 

The whiners, groaners, and the 
breast-beaters are clubbed and aptly 
labelled "failures" of life. The 
achievers stand apart—distinct as 
tower houses which transmit "light" 
for others. 

What is the basic difference be¬ 
tween the two categories? The 
failures are essentially idlers and 
fault-finders. Urey are backwaters of 
society; the intellectual slums of the 
community. They ate non-achievers. 

The successes are the front- 
waters of society. They are the doers 
and hence the achievers. They pro¬ 
vide the intellectual "oxygen" to the 
communiw. They inspire others to 
achieve. Never inind, if their role go 
unacknowledged, tike poets (in 
Stalley's words), they are me unack- 
nowlraged legislators of ffte w<|rld! 

Many people come to me and say 
that they nave "brilliant" ideas for 
short stories, artides and features. 
But what happens to these "brilliant" 
ideas? Ihey itever get converted into 
articles berauae there is a difference 
between "ideas" and turning them 
into articles. It iweds "^fort". What 
the lazy cricket is chirping in the 
spring, the laborious ant is collecting 
tooA tor the winter! 

The achievers display another 


conspicuous characteristic: they 
make a begimiing. They start. They 
set goab and then go abwt achieving 
them. Gradually, as they progress, 
they go on setting higher goals. The 
stru^le goes on and with u they im¬ 
prove their self-confidence and status 
in life. 

The person who becomes ob¬ 
sessed by an ambition to achieve has 
more on his side than if he had been 
bom with the most brilliant talents in 
the world. 

Take titis symbolic illustration A 
weight-lifter starts with lifting a 
moderate weight. After a lapse of 
time, he increases the weight and 
tries again. To his pleasant suiprise, 
he succeeds, may be after a couple of 
attempts. 1 le goes on and on till he 
reaches his optimum. He has become 
succes^ul. Contrast this with the man 
who h» "brilliant" ideas to become a 
weight-lifter. He remains a non¬ 
starter. Failure produces failure just 
as success produces success. All 
achievers have one thing in common- 
they know uduit they want and go 
after it with single-minded purpose. 
Without a clear-cut idea of what you 
want, you spend all your efforts was- 
tefully. 

Pec^le can be divided into two 
broad groups. The minority which is 
challenged by opportunity aiul will¬ 
ing to work hard to achieve some¬ 
thing, and foe majority which really 
does not care that much. 

Psychologists have penetrated 
this m 3 rstery. Is foe need to achieve 
(or the absence of it) an accident, is it 
hereditary, or is it foe result of en- 
virorunent? 

Is it a single, isolatable human 
motive, or a combination of mo¬ 
tives—the desire to accumulate 
wealth, pow«^ feme? 

Most important of ail, is there 
some technique foat could give fois 
wiIi‘toHid\ieve to pei^le who do not 


know have It? 

There is a distinct human motive, 
distinguishable from ofoers, it can be 
found, in feet tested for. 

A study was made of 450 
workers who had been thrown out of 
woik by a plant shut-down. Most of 
the workers stayed home. But a 
minority behaved differently: the day 
they were laid off, they started job- 
hunting. 

They studied foe "Help Wanted" 
sections of papers; they checked 
through their feiends and various 
fraternal organizations; they looked 
into training courses to learn a new 
skill; foey even left town to look for 
work, while the majority said foey 
would not move away to obtain a job. 

Obviously, the members of that 
aettvs minority were differently 
motivated. All the men were more or 
less m the same situation olqectively: 
^y needed work, money, food, shel¬ 
ter, job security. 

Yet, only a minority showed in¬ 
itiative and enterprise in finding what 
they needed. Why? 

These men possessed in greater 
degree a specific type of human 
motivation. We refer to this as "Mo¬ 
tive A" and review some of foe other 
characteristics of the men who have 
more of foe motive than ofoer men. 

Suppose foey are confironted by a 
work situation in which foey can set 
their own goals as to how difficult a 
task they will undoiake. 

In foe psychological laboratory, 
such a situaticHi is created by asking 
them to throw rings over a peg from 
any distance foey may choose. Most 
men throw randomly, standing now 
close, now far away. These with Mo¬ 
tive A calculate carefully where foey \ 
are most likely to get mastery. They < 
stand at moderate distances, not so 
close as to make the task ridiculously 
easy, nor so far away as to make it 
impossible. 


APRIL'9S COMPETITION MAStER S31 



They set moderately difhcult, but 
potentially achtevable goals for them¬ 
selves, where they objectively have 
only about a one-in-three chance of 
succeeding. 

In other words, they are always 
setting challenges for themselves, 
tasks to make them stretch themsel¬ 
ves a little. 

They behave like this only if they 
can influence the outcome by per¬ 
forming the work themselves They 
prefer not to gamble They prefer to 
work at a problem rather than leave 
the outcome to chance or to others 

' They are concerned with per¬ 
sonal achievement rather than with 
the rewards of success per se This 
leads to another characteristic the 
'Motive A' men show—namely, a 
strong preference for work situations 
in which they get concrete feedback 
on how well they are doing. A crick¬ 
eter always knows his score and can 
think how well he is doing. 

Why do certain men behave like 
this? The reply is simple: because 
they habitually spend their time 
thifwing about doing things better. 

They give themselves high 
standards. They get a sense of 
proportion about the things that mat¬ 
ter most. This is the foundation stone 
of a fixity of purpose which lends 
strength to the will and the necessary 
resilience to the spirit. 

How to achieve this "better" 
state? Some hints will be useful. Plan 
your day. By intelligent planning of 
the day's work, you accomplish more 
because you have a definite quota of 
work achievement fixed before you. 
Your work needing concentration 

S ts prime hours. You get immediate 
idback. You are able to evaluate 
your performance. Your work is done 
more efficiently and above all, you 
are able to finish your each task 
within a specific time limit. You come j 
out of your work a deeply satisfied, | 
beaming person. 

Thinking only of the next few 
monfiis or the coming year is good 
enough but short-term planning 
leads only to making the best of your 
presoit state. 

Look ahead. Try to visualize your 


life as you would like it to be after a 
lapse of time sufficient to change it 
completely. In your mind, substitute 
new and better conditions for the ex¬ 
isting ones. 

Ambition starts with a dream, a 
mental picture of a transformed life. 
The clearer the dream, the easier it is 
to see what must be done to make it 
reality. 

Looking at the ten-year goal will 
lead to many decisions: what to 
study, what kind of job to seek, where 
to live, what hobbies to cultivate 

By self-improvement which 
means all aspects of education and 
talent development, phenomenal 
progress may be made by con¬ 
centrated effort directed at a tai^et 

In ten years, you could become 
thoroughly proficient in a language 
at present strange to you. You could 
learn to play an instrument Or you 
could master music. 

Select carefully a number of in¬ 
terests, as varied as possible. Then 
decide on a high grade of proficiency 
which you would like to teach. Make 
that your target. Set out to achieve it 
as a long-term achievement. Persist¬ 
ence and perseverance can be 
learned. They spring mainly from at¬ 
titude. Accrat an attitude that an¬ 
ticipates difficulties and obstacles 
This is a necessary preparation for 
success Mark it. It is the unexpected 
blow that floors you! 

Many people achieve nothing 
worthwhile in their hobbies. They arc 
content to drift along instead of 
determining to improve steadily 
until they reach a certain standard. 

Set targets for the development 
of your perscmality and mental 
ficiency. Lay out a long term 
programme of reading, resolving to 
study thoroughly, and put into action 
the ideas from first-rate books. 

Some of your self-improvement 
programme will relate to skills con¬ 
nected witii your work. An account¬ 
ant, for example, should continually 
study all new ideas in accountancy. 
At the same time he should learn sill 
he can about production, sales, and 
all the otiier aspects of business. 

Whatever your work, apply tiiis 


general principle: become more 
knowledgeable and proficient in 
your own skills while learning all 
you can about those of everyone else. 

Make sure you set out towards a 
career goal which piresents the kind 
of stresses you can meet. Breserve 
energy. If you have only desire to 
achieve but no energy to get it, you 
are like a locomotive without steam. 

Do alternate your work 
programme with rest-and-relaxation 
one. Donald Laird has said, "resting 
our hands and heads for a change 
adds to zest" 

Not all careers produce the same 
monetary reward. The personal am¬ 
bition must be consistent witii the 
likely rewards of achieving the career 
ambition. 

Sometimes our first ambition 
turns out to be insufficient to satisfy 
us. It is important to consider as early 
as possible in your career whether the 
goal set really is the ultimate one. It 
may be too difficult to change later 
on. 

Consider whether the attainment 
of the ambition could make an 
origmai contribution. 

You may believe this is asking 
too much. After all, few people mate 
big scientific discoveries or impor¬ 
tant inventions. That is true, bi4 
anyone may introduce some new 
ideas within his own field of employ¬ 
ment 

Ways exist in which you can add 
something of value to the oiganisa- 
tion. You will find several if you 
make it your ambition to do so. In¬ 
novations are rarely world-shaking 
inventions and discoveries. 

Select your targets with care in 
the tiiree main spheres of personal 
life, career and pubjjjc life. What you 
make of tiiem will determine your 
individualify. A man is Hie sum of his 
aims and achievements. 

Remember that most people 
achieve Uttie in their lives ipauily be¬ 
cause their targets are too small. 
Mate your targets difficult ones. Be 
ambitious in your anfeitions! 


Ma APntL'SS COMPETTnON MASTER 




Read The Competition Master every month. CM has been guiding the youth 
of India for last 36 years, in their preparati<jns for a bright career. 

CM is a store-house of General Knowledge and Current Affairs. The popularity 
of the magazine is a proof of it’s credibility and continuous commitment. 
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Banking: ^ 

A Rewarding i uree^. 

Nrarty 1000 ProbalUuutry Officers 
are recruited every year by Banks ( 
in India. This avenue of direct 
recruitment as Probationary Offiters in 
Banks offers a promising career far 
bright young people lodav .4ay 
graduate between 21 arul 2H years can 
apply far the post The jrdt brings a 
handsome remurteration, security of 
service ami fab satisfaction. The work 
content is rich and varied. 4nd. after 
nationalisation. Bank jobs have 
acquired a new status, because now 
the Banks have taken upon themselves 
the responsibility of huiUing a better 
India. Today, in our Banks, our social 
ideals find a dynamic expression Bank 
jobs, therefore, offer the opportunity 
and challenge to participitie in shaping 
our country's future. 

Selrciion on 
Merit through 
Competitive Exams: 

When vacancies of Probationary 
Officers are declared at intervals of 
almost every three months by one Bank 
or arwther, large numbers apply far 
them and appear far the intensely 
competitive exams based on general 
intelligence teus. Standards of 
evaluation are most rigorous arul 
impartial. The percentage of success it 
lower than 0.5%. Therefore, every single 
additional mark that you can gel 
becomes important. A provenly 
competent, specialised and thorough 
coaching becomes a MUST. 



^Our Professional 
f Commitment: 

We coach in regular 
Courses in Uaharashtru, Goa, x— 
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, BUiar, V.P. 
and by POSTAL TUITION throuffaout 
India for objective and descriptive 
tests ofPO exams. All subjects-(l} 
Reasoning (verbal, logical, non veriutl) 
(2) Quantitative Aptitude (3) General 
.4wareness and Current Affairs (4) 
English iMHguage (5) Descriptive tests 
comprising comprehension, analysis and 
expression of views on a given situation 
are covered exhaustively. Specialised 
prai tier books on all subjects covering 
thousands of typical and actual exam 
questions are supplied in the Course. 
These books are not sold la others. 

‘THE COURSE IS UPDATED 
MONTH AFTER MONTH'.' 

Free interview coaching is given to aU 
candidates vAut emerge successful in 
the written Tests. 


SSirs Faith in 
Specialisation: 


We have helped over 40000 
Officers and Clerks. We can 


National School of 
Banking, head-quartered — 
at Bombay, was founded 
years ago as a specialised 
in St it ate providing coaching mainly far 
BANK RECRUITMENTexams-ofPOs 
and of Clerks. 

It has grown rapidly and is now the 
largest pre-recruitment training 
institute in the country. Our continuous 
research and on-gping study of 
objective and descriptive exam 
question papers have contributed to 
our present pre-eminence as Ute 
CENTRAL INSTITUTE FOR BANK 
RECRUITMENT TRAINING. A 

computer net-work is used to update 
study materials in General Knowledgg. 

I students to secure jobs 
help you also. 


t' Success Earned 
I is Success Deserved. 

Our offices are baited in Maharashtray^ 
' Goa, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar 
and U. P. but our successes have been noted 
across the country. Help and recognition 
have come from everywhere and in 
abundance. Ted after test, literally hundreds 
of our students join the 20 Nationalised 
Banks, Slate Bank, Associate Banks, LIC, 
GIC, ECGCas Officers. The subfaiis, 
syllabus, pattern of teds and examining body \ 
(IBPS) far all these exams are same. 
Naturally, we have a single common BANK 
RECRUITMENT PROBA TIONARY 
OFFICER (BRPO) COURSE far aU these 
exams. Success oriented dudentsjoin the 
Course well in advance of the ted arul 
benefit by our step-by-dep arul exhaudive 
coaching. Admisswns are open routui the 
year and are given on fird-come-fird served 
basis. 

JOIN NOWAND PREPARE FOR A 
RICH AND REWARDING CAREER. 

For details of vacancie.s, application 
farms and our specirtt BRPO COURSE, 
please contact persorutUy or write 
today with Rs. 51- P. O.jM. O. to: 

The Director, 

Corresprmdence Courses, 


National 
School of 
^ Banking 

Indian Education Society Campus, 

Ash Lane, Babrekar Marg, 

Off Gokhale Road (North), 

Dadar, Bombay 400 028. 

Telephones: Bombay • 2046416136122641 
466280146541II539I905I8086I36, 

Pune - 32261513224111322234. 

TeUgrums: BANKSCHOOL 
Fax: (022) 2046436 

in Banks as Probationary 


JOIN EARLY AND PREPARE YOURSELF FOR 
THE FORTHCOMING SBT P. O. EXAM. 
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OJ>.KHAM<iA 

ASMSrMirBNIOR 

aD.KHANNA 

ffinOMAL CONiaMMinONS 

SHEKHARGUPTA * aiCSETH * IMSONI * 
S.JOHRI * SUPARNASHARMA * VMOO 
MADHOK * ORCHANDERTRIKHA * PUNAM 
GUPTA 

UYOVr * COVER DEMON 

CORE COMMUNICATIONS. CHANDIGARH 

ARIWORK 

00 GRAPHIC STUDIO 

lANKBB 

INDIAN BANK. CHANDIGARH 

ADVERIHEMENT (PORAU INDIA) 

H.S. PAUL, PAUL MEDIA SERVICES, 

A-e9. ADOHAN^RS. SUOERSHAN PARK. 

NEW DELHI-) 10 015 
TEL:&M660B FAX NO. 011-5465596 

SURSCRIPnON RATES 

YEARLY. Rl 150.00; HALF VEARLY; Rl 95.00 
PAYMENT MUST BE REMIND BY M.O. OR 
BANK DRAFT. CHEQUES Al^ LP.Oa ARE NOT 
ACCEPTED 
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CXX4TENIS OR IRAimTION OF CONIENTS 
TOT BE REnmKH) IN A^^ MANNER WITHOUT 
PERMBSON OBTAINED BEFOREHAND. 

niNIED AID FUBUMB KM M FBOMKIQK, CHANDBU 
HKM Pn. IB BY OD. niANNA AT CHANDKA NBB PVT. 
UD.. iai.BDIIsnRALAIDM.CIMIDiaAM»--tMBIB 
PHONE :0)726S0S<2 FAX:49H724I39B 
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READERS’ FORUM 

--- 

The best turn letters of the month, appearing m the box, have been 
Auofded a priie Rs SO.OO each. Readers are invited to send us their views 
pfi topics covered in this issue. The decision cfthe Editors will be final. 


ENVIRONMENT AND 
'BUSINESS 

j' No material pleasure can 

• take place of pure water and 
^fresh air. In the name of 
.■Huhistrialisatiau and 
'<deoelopment life can trot be 
^put in jeopardy. 

Himanshu Kumar 
, Muzaffdrpur 

^' Nature is a gift of god to 

i the mankind. It should be 
' carefully exploited and the 
' balance rnaintaiued. A genuine 
concern towards the 
environment is always 
' welcome; nevertheless 
. environmental extremism has 

• to be opposed tooth and nail. 

Navin Chandra 
Patna 

Our earth is a tiny speck 
•in the .huge universe. And this 
is also true that till date there 
is no evidence of life existing 
anywhere else. This tiny speck 
of lift will also diminish if we 
don't care for ecological 
balance. 

Khalid Husain 

' Aligarh 

' ' Scores of summits and 

• meetings have been held from 
: time to time to discuss and 

: suggest ways erf protecting the 
' ■ environment. But, have these 
snmmits been able to educate 
I ike masses about the 
I ■ envltonmental threat? I don't 
think so. Neither have the 
^ snmmits been successful in 
Hopping top industries from 
p -reducing their pollution levels. 
ICoHcrete actions and not 
snnmits and meetings are 
required if something is to be 
oHiietred. 

M. Sathya Ramgopal 
Hyderabad 

Tbday is the time when 
f^ksfrtdnstrles need to balance 
^^;ttfl»nsiderations of profit 

si”* 





with the public interest. 
Industries should voluntarily 
ensure that the environment is 
not harmed from their actions. 
This will not only enhance 
their goodwill but also ensure 
long-run survival and profits. 

Suresh K. Veima 

Sundemagar, H.P. 

INDIA'S PROBLEMS AND 
REMEDIES 

For our social and 
economic problems sometimes 
we blame our politicians, 
sometimes vested interests, 
inside and outside the country. 
Most people today put the 
responsibility of removing the 
ills on the government. But, 
this thinking is wrong. Each 
and every citizen of the 
country is tohoHy or partly 
responsible for the problems 
being faced by India today. If 
every citizen starts to 
understand his or her 
responsibility and acts 
accordingly the country will Iv 
rid of all its ills. 

Parimala Kao 

Deolali, Maluirashira 

INDIA GOING THE MEXICO 
WAY? 

"Prevention is better than 
cure." India must learn a 
lesson from the Mexican 
economic crisis and take 
immediate preventive steps to 
avoid being in a similar 
situation. 

Amit B. Maheshwari 

jammgar, Gujarat 

FORM OF GOVERNMENT 

The need of the hour is uot 
a change in the system but in 
ensuring proper 
implementation irf the present 
system. It is said; "That 
system is the best whidt is 
governed the best." 

Pranav Kumar 
Allahabad 
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UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
POVERTY 


whole-hearted support of the 
masses. 


All programmes to 
eliminate unemployment and 
poverty will remain ineffective 
till corruption is prevalent in 
our society. The only remedy is 
people becoming more 
cooperative and inculcating in 
themselves feetings irf well 
being for Bie fellcrw citizens. 

Tapan Ray 

^ngalare 

ROLE OF INTELLECTUALS 

Since times immemorial 
intellectuttls have showered 
their intellect and thus 
ascribed to the upliftment of 
the society. But, their efforts 
become worthless when the 
masses do not support Biem. 
Intellectuals have succeeded 
only when they received 


Nishant Kumar 
falpaiguri 

CM FEATURES 

lama new reader of CM. 

I have found alt articles and 
features very useful and 
informative. 

Nauyatd Bhaimt 
Allahabad 

I am preparing for Hie IFS 
examination and am confident 
that CM. would help me in 
being succesrful. 

* SumltVitiiiia 

Biinor(U.p.) 

CM is really a wonderful 
martins. It remy imparts 
lots irf confidence into Hs 
readers. 

Gaufang^Nhyalc 

Cuttack 















nSmCCHIt'CillOlfP —pu»us$ams OF 


LA.S. 1995 

CIVIL SERVICES PRELIMINARY EXAM. 


DHIllC 

CROU 


CSPE QUESTION BANK SERIES 


SUCCESS HORUONES tor eonrtUatoM i^rpoartng In CIvH Son/leoo Exm. 


A boon tor Non-Sdoneo (tvon Sehneo) Studontt. It eentnbu; 
SYNOPSIS I.9. Short Study Manorial Covaring Physics, Space Scisnoe, 
Nudaar Scienoa, CherrNstry, Biology (Animal & Plant Um), Veterinary 
Science etc. 

Science Quiz containing 1000 Short-Answer Questions 

AH Basic Scientific Laws, Principles & Concepts explained for dear 

understanding & thorough groundfog 


< KIE11*. • L A*1’ lL 1, 


niiiT**L'r* ;iT*ri^-' jiiKria 


Matching types) on the very pattern oPadual examinalion. tto kid stuff 
pfoase. 

• QuestlonaltofflPREVIOUSYEARS’PAPERS(1»7»*1M4)lncorporatod. 
(About 2S% Ojsstions In Genoral Studos Paper are usually set on General 
Science. As such these auesUons can make a vital drifarence in your Success) 






Tteaooreahaherrank. The book eontama: 


• SYNOPSIS U. Study Material covering Origin of Life, Evolution, Cell 
Biolow, Tissue System, Qenetics, Plant Dmrsily, Plant Systamatics, 
Qrovm and Dsvelopmeni, Reproduction and Seed Bioiogy, Pathology, 
EoolO{^ a^ Eoonom Information on Biplecnnplo|oy sm 
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CSPE 1 I N MODEL PAPERS SERIES 


1200 Ol^ctlva Multiple Choice Qiieetlone. Queetlons 
from Prevleue Vesre* Pepeoe ere Ineluilecl. 

1. BOTANY Ra.40 S. ^OSOPHY f)e.40 

MCOMMERCE Re.40 



C S 1 ^ E c: O M P I E T E COURSE! S E I C . 


1. ^ COMPLETE COURSE TO PHYSICS 

Modal Pacer 4'siu^ Malarial on Machanica, WaMsa A OecMalieiiB, Q 
Thsimai Phyaioa, ElaoliioilyAMaiMtiaiTi,ModamPhyaieaAEIaeWN 
Over 1800 Obta^a Quasllaiis. Pa(M over 300. 

AtifOcr; SB, MaUiur, DepaHment orllaefianfoaf EngIneerbiS, &$,, 
PelytaihnIebiallMetNewDelhL 

2. COMPLETE COURSE TO CHEMISTRY Re:^ 

Three Model Papers * Study Matsriai on Inorganic, Organic & PM 
Chamiatiy+3^1 Mwrt-Answer Questloiw 40var OhiacIfreQiiBii 
Pages Vl1U436. 

Armor: AC Bhaffa,EdueaBondA Chamleal Englneertog ConaulBA 

3. COMPLETE COURSE TO ZOOLOGY Re. 

Three Modal Papers 4 Study Material on Can Structure A Function, Gap 
Survey and Ciaasification, Structiae, Reproduction and Life HW 
CompiuaUve Anatonny of Vertebrates, Physiology, Embryology, Evohl 
Ecology A Economic Zoology+2000 Objective QUMlIona. Pages IV 
Autfwr: Sidiant bUahra, GoMUedsMai 

4. COMPLETE COURSE—MATHEMATICS Rs. 

TfroMcdelPapiwa+EaaenltatStudyMatMi^Solved D ca m p l ee A lji 
Malriosa, CaloAis, Integral Calcuius, Convergence of Serfee, OMIam 
Equtelona,Qeoniatty,VactotsAMechanicaAOvar1800ObJacllveQuaa t l 
Pages VIII + 326. Author: Baitfana ffHahn, Fotamord Prot, OJL • 
Prataaaor olAppHadUattiematloa and Head of the Dopt rrfMaSwMM 
FaadtyetMavmsaffedSeiencea, UnhraraltyotDeUM, 

5. COMPLETE COURSE TO INDIAN HISTORY Rs. 1 
Three Medal Papers + Oetailad St^ Matortei-Ancianl bidte, MsM 
In^ British Period, indfen National Movement, Eminent birfan fUUe 
Leadsfs, Important National Events+Shoi1>AnswarQuestlensttaoosoiM 
A dfocuss Sodal, PoHtical, Eoonomic A RaHgl o us Movements + Over St 
Otajsetive QuesHcna. PagsaSOO. 

MhoriUamraPeffanatk, MJL. MPMCJALU;. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE TO POLITICAL SCIENCE Rs. f 
Three Modal Papers+Exhaustive Study Material on SeoUon A *1110011 
SectionB‘GovstnmonI’+ 2000 Objsclive Quaottons. Pagos over 60S. 
Author: Prot. B.K, Saariaahwa, ALA, LLB,, DJ, 

7. COMPLETE COURSE TO ECONOMICS Ra.1 

Modal Papers+DstaHad Study Material on National Economic AcoouHS 
Prioo Theory, Money A Banking, International Trade, Eonnomio GreMli 
Oevofopmsnt, Indian Economy A Current Eoonomic Soane + Over 2 
Obisenva QuesHona. Pages 500. 

Aulhor:MaSutksdR. Ohmon,Readar,DapartmentotEeoooinlee, 
BhagatSInffhCoUegelUn^altyofDM^ 

6. COMPLETE COURSE—SOaOLOGY Rs. 

Model Papers + Sturfr Material—Introrfoclion, Concepts, 

Procssaes, Oamograpny, institutnns, Social Str s t i fioa tl on, 

Socielies + Ovw 1600 OhJectlve Questions. Pages VIII + 324. 

Author: SK. Sln^ Deo, FMcmUGC, HemOiSd. 

6. COMPLETE COURSE—LAYV Ri. 

ThieeModsI Papsrs+Sludy MatatMon Jurwprudsnos, Oonstiulianal 
Indta, Irtemalional Law, Torts,Criminal Law, LawafContiacl+120iaM 
shorMnswar questions+2000 Ottactive QuesHona. PagasV1ii+an 
Autfior: &IC. Sharnta, Adveed^b^ High Coiu% HarnDdbL 
10. COMPLETE COURSE TO PUBLIC ACNWNiSTRATION Re. 
Two MedN Pnm Exhaustive Study MalerM-Introduolion, T 
Principles of Administralion, Adnvnistrativs Behaviour, P 
AdminMtalion, Financial Administration, Control over Admii 
Comprualive PubHc AdminWraHon, Central AcbninMraiian in bijia, 
Serinm in indw, State, Distriot A Local Adminisintion + 2000 
Questions+Glossaiy, Pages vni +480. 
tIaNeeraCImidhiyUJi, AP.K.NayidttUL, 
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DHILLON 

GROUP 


INDIA’S 

FIRST & ONLY PUBLISHERS 

OF KITS ft IMPROVEMENT COURSES FOR 
SOME MAJOR COMPETITIVE EXAMS. 


DHILLOi 
GROUP 



1. BANK P.O. EXAM KIT Rs. 300 

(fbrA»»eelat» BanktofSBl, SBImtdoOmtMtMmllMdBmikM Eiam.) 
ConnprehwtthwCovarage of TMtof RMaonliig(Logi(^, Voibal, Non-Votbal, 
Data Inteiprotation and Managomanl ApUtuda Taata dl^; EngNali Languag* 
(Praclicai English Qramnar, Common Eiiors, Wotd-Power, SpsNngs sic); 
Ganaral Awaranasa (Al aspada of G.K. viz Ganarai Sdanoa, HMoiy, 
Qaography, IndunPoBy, imfcai Economy ate. indudngLaUwtCurfantAftairi); 
QuanUtathm ApUtuda (Numbar Systam, H.C.F. & L.C.M., Simptificalion, 
Simpla & Compound Intarast, Profit A Loas, Graphs, Tabulation of Data, 
Manuration ale., Solvad Examplaa, Hints & Exarcisaa ate); Daserlpttva 
English (Short Essays, Propositions ate); FIva SAta of Modal Papars, with 
datailad Sotutiona/Ansiwars, basad on Pravloua Yaara’ Pi^ara. 

2. M.B.A. KIT Rs.350 

(For Common Admltolon Taata of UM’o, XUU A othor LMuUng 
motttutotJUnhforollloo) 

Kit covars Engliah Languaga (Practical Enf^ish Grammar, Common 
Errors, Prepositiona, Spallings, Idioms A Phrasss, Comptahansion, 
Vocabtioiy, Symnyms A Antonyms); biMHganca A Raasoiilng(Logic{ri. 
Vaifaal, Non-Vsitaol,DalB Intaipratalionetc): Ai1ttimaUc(NumbsrSyalsm, 
Graphs, Tabulation of Data, l^nsuration, ate.); Baaie Malha (Aigabra, 
Gaomatiy, Trigonomatry, Coordinata Qsoma^, Matricas, Calculus): | 
Ganaral Knowladgo (Ganaral Sdanca, History, Gaogra^y, Irrclian 
Polity, liKUan Economy ate.) including Lataat Currant Affattis; Fiva 
Sata of Modal Papars, with datailad‘Soluliona/Answars, basad on 
Pravloua Yaara’ Papara. 

3. N.D.A.KIT Rs. 250 4. C.D.S.KIT Rs. 2501 


AoeommarKlacfaatfAroeimNflty; 

<0 PrlnelpalaA.ll>rdrbna of SAMlK SCHOOLS A othaT 
InaHtuUona fbratudlanta and Hbfailoa. 

<|1) SanlorAiinadForeaaOfllcaratortlialrunItaandwardai. 


Kita for N.DJL, C.D.S. Examination contain: 

I. SPECIMENPAPERSbaaadonPREVIOUSYEARS’PAPERSon 
English, Q.K., Current Affairs A MathamaUcs. 

II. MATHEMATICS—Aiilhmalic, Mansuralion, Aigabra, Gaomatry, 
Trigonomatry and Statistics. 

III. ENGLISH LANGUAGE—Practical English Grammar, Errors, 
Prepositions, Comprehension A Vocabulary. 

IV. GENERALIOIOWLEDQE—8CIENCES(Physics,Chsmistry,Ute 
Sdanoss, Space Sdanca), HUMANITIES (History, National 
MovamariL Constitution, Qaography, Economy ate.) 

5. HOTEL MANAGEMENTJ.E. EXAM. KIT Rs200 

(JoMEntnmeoExmKtorAtMaalonlo Thrmo-Yow 
DIplonmCounoktH^oimmmgonmit) 

Study Material A Objeq(iva OutsUorw on AH Si^acta—Reasoning A 
Logi^ Deduction, NurnaitdaTAbilily. SdanUfic A^ludo and Enf^iah. 

6. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE EXAM. KIT.R8200 

(ForConi$HX»otySubloatot 0 .EngBahAQmmnlKn ow §$Bg») 
Comprahan^ Covaiaga of Essay, Preeis,Paragraph, LaliarA Report 
Willing. Practical Engliah Grammar. Ganaral Knowladga (Ganaral 
Sdanca, History, Gao^aphy, Polity, Economy, GJC MtooaHanaous) A 
Latest Currant Aftaire. 
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ARTICLE 


Imperatives of Planning in 
the Developing World 


Planning in the developed countries 
ias an entirely di^rent connotation 
tihen compared with the planning re- 
tuirements of the developing cotinlnes. 
Economic planning in the developing 
:ountries is essentially more eomprehen- 

K e and requires a lot of direct input at 
level of planners This is necessitated 
the scarcity of economic resources and 
requirement of funds for implementing 
several developmental projects Ijogically 
enough, after considering the urgency cf 
requirement of funds ^r a particular 
project, allocation cf resources IS made In 
addition to the traditional role of resource 
allocation, several specific issues are re¬ 
quired to be addressed to by the planners, 
which includes mdentification of 
devdopmental needs, consideration ofex- 
isiing infrastructure, area specific needs 
drkf considerations to the socio-economic 
needs of urgent nature of the society. 

Need for Change 

m yrOST of the developing countries 
IVJLare plagued with the constraints 
of poor economic and infrastructural 
base, limited economic resources, 
pressures of unproductive yet large 
population and technological back¬ 
wardness. To aggravate the situation, 
socio-economic evils like corruption, 
poor health care facilities, illiteracy, 
degradation of environment and 
lands, etc impose considerable limita¬ 
tions on the policy makers. Rampant 
economic inequalities also pose serious 
dilemma to the planners. 

While the developed world wit¬ 
nessed eccmomic development as a 
natural phenomenon, the developing 
(vorld tacos an altogether different 
kcenario. Availability of international 
ind technological collaborations and 
use of the rich experience of the 
ileveloped West are some of the fm 
factors which have changed the very 
tharacter of the development process 
ifi the less developed countries. 
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Economic resources are further bur¬ 
dened by the resolve of the plaruiers 
to provide improved health care, 
education and housing facilities to 
the ever-growing population. 

Several traditional practices also 
need to be altered. Most of the 
developing countries still have con¬ 
ventional farming system. It is very 
rare that the subsidiary activities like 
horticulture, animal husbandry, 
beekeeping, mushroom cultivation 
and cultivation of non-convcntional 
crops like oilseeds, vegetables and 
other cash crops are undertaken. 
Main reasons for such practices are 
absence of required economic in¬ 
frastructure, lack of backward and 
forward marketing linkages and lack 
of knowledge and awareness among 
the people engaged in the primary 
sector. One common feature m most 
of the developing world is that 
majority of the populaticm is depend¬ 
ent on the primary sector. As a result, 
during the almost half the year, this 
part of population suffers from dis¬ 
guised unemployment, without any 
purposeful employment. This not 
only perpetuates poverty in the rural 
areas but also results in non-utilisa¬ 
tion of human resources, which could 
otherwise contribute richly to the 
meagre national income. 

Problem of Hilly Regions 

ITHIN the developing world, 
hilly areas pose more serious 
problems for the planners. These 
areas are difficult, poorly connected 
with the roads, lack the required 
development infrastructure, have 
limitect opportunitiea for fruitful 
economic investment, limited scope 
for agriculture and industries and 
poorer quality of life. Employment 
opportunities, particularly outside 
the farming sector, are limited and in 
most of the areas large number of 


people go down to the plains to look 
for productive employment oppor¬ 
tunities. Increasing pressure of 
population on the eco-system, declin¬ 
ing soil fertility, disproportionate in¬ 
crease in the genetically poor 
live-stock, dwindling forest cover, 
dependence on rains for irrigation 
and utterly poor infrastructure for 
the development df industries and 
tertiary sector are some of the 
peculiar problems in the hilly 
regions. These inaccessible and inte¬ 
rior areas arc, in most of the cases, 
allowed to subsist with miserably 
poor socio-economic infrastructure 
and facilities. Developmental efforts, 
creation of productive infrastructure 
industrialisation and development 
plans and policies usually remain 
confined to more convenient plains 
and sea-ports. 

With the usual policy measures 
and developmental plans it may not, 
therefore, be possible to carry the 
fruits of economic development up in 
the mountains easily. Special plan¬ 
ning and careful attention is required' 
to ensure balanced economic 
development in the hilly areas. 
Rather than usual developmental 
plans, integrated developmental 
plans, arc essentially required to be 
drawn up, to attack frontally the 
widespread poverty, misery and 
heterogeneity of the hilly areas. Im¬ 
provement in the road and electrcmic 
communication is one area of impor¬ 
tance. However, overall economic 
policy should take care of all the 
inter-related problejjfis and limita¬ 
tions in the hilly areas to promote 
ecologically and economically sound 
developmental process. Rather than 
planning in isolation, an integrated 
approach to economic development 
is mvoured. 

Awareness has now struck 
among the policy makers in most of 
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'ftw developing countries to have a 
)M)parate set of policy measures for 
pie integrated development of hilly 
In India, hilly States have been 
ted as special category States for 
pile purpose of development funding 
rttU recently. Special component plans 
i and sub-plans are prepared for hilly 
areas. In India's neighbourhood, m 
^pal, the international community, 
expressing its serious concern for the 
devdopment of mountain areas of 
iMindU'^ush Himalayan Region, set 
I up an organisation called interna- 
ftional Centre for Integrated Moun- 
[ tain Development (ICIMOD) in 1983. 
During the past over one decade of its 
existence, lOMOD has made serious 
efforts in developing an integrated 
workplan framework, covering areas 
like farming system, population, 
employment, mfrastructure, environ¬ 
ment, natural resources, area 
development planning, institution 
development and information ex¬ 
change. Covering the countries like 
Nepal and Bhutan and parts of Af- 
dianistan, Bangladesh, China, India, 
Myanmar (Burma) and Pakistan, 
ICIMOD aims at suggesting solu¬ 
tions and taking up the projects on 
rehabilitation of degraded lands, 
promoting skills for integrated 
mountain development, proper 
management of dwindling land 
resources, low cost and innovative 
options for resources management, 
information exchange and creation 
of area specific development plans 
and development infrastructure in 
the Hindu-Kush Himalayan 
Regions. 

Planning Imperatives 

B y far, one of the most important 
thrust area of planning is the 
development of human resources. 
Generation of productive employ¬ 
ment, particularly off-farm employ¬ 
ment, purposeful control of 
population, planned spread of 
education and literacy, mindful and 
effective expansion of health care 
facilities, provision of adequate food 
and safe drinking water and 
provisions and creation of adequate 
basic infrastructure are some of the 
nsentiai elements of planning which 
need to be taken up in an integrated 
manner to optionally utilise the 


human resources for generation of 
fruitful economic activity. The posi¬ 
tive aspects of human capital are re¬ 
quired to be recognised in such a 
manner as to ensure their (^timum 
utilisation in the process of planned 
and integrated economic develop¬ 
ment. The above initiatives, 
coupled with proper training, 
would go a long way in developing 
the valuable human resources to 
enable them to contribute purpose¬ 
fully in the developmental effort of 
their country. 

Second set of thrust area pertains 
to integrated development of the 
primary sector. In any developing 
economy importance of the primary 
sector need not be overemphasised. 
Most of the population in the 
developing world is concentrated in 
the rural areas which lag behind, so 
far as availability of socio-economic 
and marketing infrastructure is con¬ 
cerned. Reforms in the ownership of 
land and appropriate land use are 
two main areas that need to be 
tackled carefully Low productivity 
of the farm sector is one of the areas 
of serious concern in developing 
countries. Providing necessary ser¬ 
vice inlrastructure to make available 
hi^h-yielding varieties of seeds, fer- 
tiluKrs and irrigatiem are the other 
areas needing a^ handling 

To achieve rapid and balanced 
economic development; creation of 
required infrastructure is a must. 
Governments therefore, have to 
make provision of funds for defiled 
plans to create adequate facilities in 
the areas of energy, transport, com¬ 
munication, irrigation and even in 
the social services. Private invest¬ 
ment in the infrastructure sector is 
very limited in the developing 
countries. Gradually, the Govern¬ 
ment should withdraw, giving way 
to the private inveshnoit. Energy is 
one of the most crucial areas where, 
in addition to the conventional sour¬ 
ces, non-conventional sources like 
solar, nwrlear, bio-gas, wind and even 
tidal energy sources are required to 
be tapped intensively. In addition, 
areas like science and technology, 
hou^g and protection of environ* 
ment and forests also need adequate 
attention of the planners. 


Conclusion 

T oday, rapid economic develop¬ 
ment is one of foe planning (fojec- 
tives of the most of the developing 
countires. Fulfilment of this objective 
needs judicious use of economic 
resources, which in turn is dependent 
on detailed planning to ensure op¬ 
timum utilisation of economic 
recources. Need for economic plan¬ 
ning is also felt to provide social and 
economic equality to foe poorer sec¬ 
tions, socially backward sections and 
foe people living in hilly and interior 
areas. Of late it has been universally 
recognised that area specific plans 
provide much better results. To that 
extent, development of tribal, interior 
and hilly areas must be done in an 
integrated manner Such an attempt 
of integrated development results 
in overall regional growth of the 
concerned area. Efforts of ICIMOD 
are laudable in this direction and 
provide very useful policy 
framework for integrated develop¬ 
ment of Hindu-Kush Himalayan 
Region 

After having identified the 
develc^mental needs of foe specific 
areas, thrust areas of planning must 
be given due attention. Keeping in 
mind the overall objective of 
economic development special 
programmes are drawn up and ex¬ 
ecuted. Increasing globalisation of 
trade has also forc^ the planners 
and the policy makers to give new' 
orientation to the developing 
economies. This has, cm the one hand, 
opened new vistas to foe traders, and 
on other, highlighted the need for 
cieaticm of marling linkages and 
infrastructure. Due emphasisare also 
required to be placed on develop¬ 
ment of new technolo^es and imr 
provement in foe quality of prodiKts 
manufactured in the country. At¬ 
tempts of some of the developed na¬ 
tions to link the social and 
environmental issues with the 
economic ones have not been 
relifoed by most of foe develcning 
world. A fruttful partnership of foe 
developing countries with foe 
develo)^West is, foerefotei, an es¬ 
sential pre-requisite for foe develpp- 
mentmany region. 
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ESSAY 


State control over main 
Industries & Services? 


SOCIALISM and secularism con- 
!ltinue to be die two pillars of the 
reamble of Indian Constitution, 
rhom we ail consider a sacred 
difke and a sacrosanct document, 
'hough the former (socialism) has 
3st much of its appeal and relevance 
iver the years, the latter too has be- 
ome a hand-maid to be used selec- 
iveiy to raise more dust than light, 
lie original socialist policies, in- 
Uated in the early 1950s, were char- 
icterised by the development of core 
lector by the government in a protec- 
lonist environment and nationalisa- 
ion of essential industries and 
wrvices was the culmination of that 
^ilosophy in concrete shape. With 
die passage of time, almost all major 
industries like steel, coal, petroleum, 
transport, tele-communications, 
power, etc, on the one hand and ser- 
irices like banking, insurance, health, 
education, rural employment, roads 
and buildings, etc, on the other, be¬ 
came the exclusive area of planning, 
production and execution by the 
State. 

For nearly four decades, die In¬ 
dian State enjoyed a complete control 
over the main industries and ser¬ 
vices. Then all of a sudden the in¬ 
evitable or the unexpected happened 
and the world economy began to as¬ 
sert itself through the inter-play of 
market forces of demand and supply, 
quality and pricing of goods. The god 
iof socialism, commonly known as 
^nationalisation, failed and the pen- 
dultun started to move away from 
State-controlled economy to the free- 
market economy. For the die-hards of 
yesteryears, the swing from one ex¬ 
treme to the other was an unpalatable 
fact of life. Despite their loud protests 
and pungent criticism, the State 
began to uxisen its control over the 
main industries by inviting the 
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private or corporate sector to become 
partners or even owners of such 
enterprises and services. The 1990s 
opened widt a bang of privatisation, 
not only in India but also the world 
over, especially in the erstwhile 
socialist States and countries of Soutti 
Asia. Whereas the results of new 
economic policy in some smaller 
countries of South Asia have been 
positive and promising, the same 
cannot be said of India, where pover¬ 
ty, unemployment, underemploy¬ 
ment and a host of odier problems 
continue to stare in the face. 

There is no denying the fact that 
the State with all its powers and 
prowess, can reach out those places 
and people, who have remained 
neglected since centuries. With its 
vast resources and manpower, the 
State is the biggest creator of jobs, 
infra-structural facilities and dis¬ 
penser of economic benefits to the 
needy and the deserving which no 
other private, corporate or multina¬ 
tional can hope to achieve. 

If the public or government con¬ 
trolled industries (units) and services 
have become too large, inefficient 
and non-accountable, the flaws can 
be analysed and rem^ied. The solu¬ 
tion of the problems that have made 
serious inroads into these organisa¬ 
tions during the years, does not war¬ 
rant that the State should throw up its 
hands in disgust and hand over the 
control of main industries and ser¬ 
vices on a platter to the private sector. 
In order to keep the wheels moving, 
the State-controlled industries and 
services need updating, modernisa¬ 
tion, efficient administration by tech¬ 
nocrats, and experts in the fields of 
financial discipline and optimum 
utilisatioh of installed capacities or 
fixed targets. No excuses or compul¬ 


sions should force the State 
anywhere to give up its control over 
core industries and services that 
carry witiiin their womb decisive 
economic bearings and social obliga¬ 
tions. The net-work of tele-com¬ 
munications, post-offices, health and 
family welfare centres, rails and 
roads, to name a fevv only, has been 
possible only due to State's control 
over these services. 

If people's faitii in State-control¬ 
led agencies has shaken, the only 
way to restore faith is to make them 
truly autonomous and accountable 
without any unnecessary inter¬ 
ference by politicians and 
bureaucrats in the day to day work¬ 
ings. Whereas, the private sector is 
always inspired by profits, ttie public 
or government sector has many other 
concerns and considerations up its 
sleeves. It is expected of five State con¬ 
trolled industries and services to see 
that regional imbalances in develop¬ 
ment are corrected and tiie fruits of 
development distributed as widely 
as possible. "True developmoit is the 
development of our men and 
women. And this does not take place 
by an accident, it occurs only when 
the instruments of development ate 
laced in their hands, with the active 
acking of the State." 

On the contrary, liberalisation 
seems to mean that the State has 
abandoned the right and respem- 
sibility to make choices about tile 
form of enterprise that best suits the 
needs of pec^Ie.... Markets ate not 
noble. They do not allocate resouroa 
on the basis Of justice but sinqjiy cm the 
basis of price. Hence, ttie ctyiiw needof 
tiiehour is thattite^teshouKl control 
the main industries and services of the 
country and allow the private sector to 
^ow its exceSence and competitive 
acumm in ottier entetpiism. 
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Tlie Copenhagen Summit 


The world is beset with social 
prcblem. Though there is tremendous 
economic development, large parts of the 
world face environmental degradation, 
poverty, epidemics and social instability. 
These pnAlems have a global dimension 
and are supranational in their nature 
A new danger of fragmentation has 
arisen which threatens social structures 
The international community now seeks 
a strategy to do something about these 
dangers. The world summit for social 
development, which was held in Copen¬ 
hagen last month, focussed on what the 
world could do ahnit social problems 

This article looks at the issues iphich 
came up at the summit and what was 
achieved at Copenhagen 

T he world is sharply divided 
today between the rich and the 
poor. N/bny societies have achieved 
unprecedented wealth, but others 
face poverty, unemployment crime 
and epidemics. The fragmentation 
is so stark and severe that it 
threatens social structures; the 
world recognises that a sharply 
divided world cannot be stable in 
the long run. "To avert a chaotic 
splintering of the social order, a 
new basis for dialogue must be 
found", says UN Secretary General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali. 

The first world summit on social 
development, held in Copenhagen in 
March, 1995, tried to do just that. At 
its focus were three core issues—the 
problems of unemployment, pover¬ 
ty and social disintegration. World 
leaders gathered at the summit to 
discuss and find ways to bridge the 
yawning gap between the rich and 
the poor. A strategy was sought to 
bring citizens, mar^nalised by cir¬ 
cumstances, back into the produc¬ 
tive mainstream. The summit 
hoped to achieve international 
co-operation as well as national 
commitment to tackle the huge 
social problems. 


Elevated Rhetoric 

T he poor of the worid could take 
hope that a $ 25 million summit 
was taking place just to discuss their 
problems. The summit talked of the 
right of all peoples to development 
and the need for a new global social 
contract. But if the poor were to ask 
what good this contract were to do 
for them, there was no answer. 
Without firm action, the "right to 
development" and the "right to 
food" ended up being simple 
rhetoric, and an elevated one at that. 

Questions have in fact often been 
asked about the use of such summits. 
The grand strategies that are talked 
about evaporate as soon as the sum¬ 
mits finish. In any case, there is no 
consensus as to how the social 
problems could be solved. 

The poor countries want a new 
economic order and the cancellation 
of huge amounts of debt that they 
cannot repay But the rich countries 
will have none of that. The poor want 
more liberal trade in textiles and 
agriculture, but Bie developed world 
cannot do so because it wants to sell its 
own products. Aid, tied to precondi¬ 
tions, is given by die rid\ countries and 
accepted by the poor, but the root 
causes of poverty are never addressed. 

Nor are the commitments worth 
very much. The developed countries 
are committed to spend 0.7 per cent 
of their GDP in foreign aid, but ac¬ 
tually only three countries: Nor¬ 
way, Sweden, Denmark, meet this 
target. The general wording of the 
declaration signed at the summit, 
which has no firm time commit¬ 
ments, makes it a noble but tooth¬ 
less exercise. 

Indian Condition 

N or is the Indian condition any 
better. Though the Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, stated 
that "as for India, we intend to 


achieve tangible results within a tin 
frame, in all the toree core areas ar 
dressed by the summit", groun 
realities were quite diBerent. 

India ranks 135th among li 
countries in the UN Developmeri 
Programme's Human Developmeri 
Index. It is ironical to trdk about tii 
"right of food" where 41 per cent/ 
the people do not have erlbugh to M 
Unemployment is xtsing, whil 
people in the unorganised secto 
work in miserable conditions. Chitc 
labour continues in many industriei 
such as carpet weaving ant 
fireworks, inspite of laws beiftj 
enacted. Similarly, theol^ective rtf soJ 
cial integration seems hollow in titd 
wake of rising regional disparities. | 

Inspite of this, tiiere does nrw 
seem to be any action to either reducM 
unemployment or increase availabilim 
of cheaper food materials for the poocJ 
The expenditure on social sectors od 
"human priority expenditure", an 
describee! by the UNDP, com^ 
nowhere near the 8-10 per cent of lh|^ 
advanced countries. 

The government has also no 
paid any attention to the social condi 
tion of workers and other disad¬ 
vantaged sections of society. Chne 
fourth of the population is under*1 
employed. In many industries, mini-; 
mum wage laws are flouted as a rule': 
rather than exertion and workers;^ 
including children and women, are'; 
forced to live in sub-hunuin condi*' ; 
tions. Shanty towns and slums have' 
become an eyesore in cities and crioW'' 
rate IS rising. It is estimated that fhers! 
will be unemplojrment of 20-25 rttil* * 
lion in 1994-%, arout half of it caused' 
by recent economic policies. An aU'^l 
nual expenditure of 1^ 20,000 crore is < 
requirdi if these people are to be 
provided work. 

What good can poverty summits. 
do when our own government lacks 
the will and the resources to do this?' 
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I: is nothing but empty ihetoric if our 
I iaders talk of "eradication of 
• ,»overty" at international confcren- 
, feS, without doing anything at home. 

Vorld Poverty 

HE international community is 
also ^ilty of swing something 
md shirking away from action. It is 
iigued that poverty can be reduced 
jy the operation of the free market, 
vhich is seen to be the basis on which 
^ealth is created. The market has, on 
3he other hand, created enormous 
jdisparities and widened the gap be- 
/tween the rich and the poor. All over 
dhtf world, the rich 20 per cent have 
;^t richer while the poorest 20 per 
o^ent have become poorer. In the uS, 
fithe richest 20 per cent received It 
dtimes the income of the poorest 20 per 
went, in 1989. 

'I Figures from the UK point to the 
tisame disparities. In 1977, the income of 
iffhe richest 20 per cent was four times of 
i^the poorest 20 per cent; in 1991, that 
^multiple had increased to seven. 

* The free market also creates new 
^forms and manifestations of poverty. 
jNewer and better consumer goods 
^flood the maricet aimed at rich con- 
''sumers, leaving the poor with their 
wants. People are depowerod, exceptas 
P purchasing units. Ihc market system 
'’’operates on the system of perpetual 
^wanting, and there is no place for any 
^person if he is not a purchasing unit 

p The Western system has no more 
gthan a minimal interest in its own 
poor, sick and die needy. How can we 
eiqiect it to take care of the poor of the 
d world? In this context, the Copen* 
c hagen summit seems to be a mean- 
\ ingless exercise. 

« If at all the West was worried 
> about social development or the poor 
8 countries, it would think of changing 
t a qrstem that shamelessly maintains 
i resource flows from the poor to the 
a rkh. No sudi thing is happening. 

** The Copenhagen summit has 
I thus been called nothing but another 
' PR exercise for rich nations. Speeches 
’ at the summit showed that everyone 
I was willing to talk but do little. 

^ Declaration 

I F little action was forthcoming, 
there was little consensus on inten¬ 


tions cither. The declaration to fight 
poverty, which was adopted at Ae 
summit, saw much disagreement. 
The final vote was held up because 
references to "reproductive healdi" 
could run against the religious laws 
of Muslim nations. Passages on 
population control and ethnic refer¬ 
ences were also found to be objec¬ 
tionable. 

The final 10-point declaration 
urges richer nations to spend 0.7 per 
cent of their GNP on foreign aid and 
to cancel poor countries' debt. ItcaUs 
for development assistance and 
domestic budgets to earmark 20 per 
cent on basic social programmes. The 
document urges improving health 
care, sanitation, food production and 
literacy especially among women to 
lower the birth rate. 

Questions, however, still remain 
about the declaration, ft is pointed 
out that it is nothing but an attempt 
by the affluent at patronising the dis¬ 
advantaged. The yawning gap be¬ 
tween the rich and the poor can no 
doubt be bridged to an extent by 
"debt relief". But if the relief comes 
with plans for the long term subjuga¬ 
tion of the needy, what human value 
would it have? The suggestion that 
developmental aid should be better 
used is in order, but who is to decide 
whether the use has been better or 
worse? Aid has in any case been 
given for questionable motives; many 
countries sponsor "research projects" 
by NGOs in our own country, or for 
holding seminars or publishing 
magazines. Many uihan NGOs, in fact, 
merely publish unreadable material or 
generate data, which can hardly be 
said to contribute to development, or to 
help the poor. 

India's Stand 

T hough the summit did not do 
anything concrete for the world's 
poor, India had reason to be satisfied. 
India's stand was put forfii by Prime 
Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao when 
he addressed leaders from over 100 
countries at the summit. He told the 
rich nations of the world that con¬ 
spicuous and wasteful consumption 
by them must be subjected to pron^t 
self-restraint in the interest of in- 
divirible global i^ce. Poverty and 
socio-economic ctistress anywhere in 


the world, threatens ^obal security. 
The rich countries and rich islands in 
poor countries, he said, will have to 
exerdse restraint in their life-styles as 
the first step of cultural and spiritual 
solidarity in the global effort at 
poverty alleviation. 

India also scored a major victory 
when the issue of the right to self- 
determination, raised apparently to 
back Kashmiri secessionists, and the 
controversial social clause, were kept 
out of die draft declaration. 

India also succeeded in adding a 
tenth commitment to the final draft 
declaration. The inclusion of educa¬ 
tion was initially resisted by 
developed countries, but was finally 
added. The commitment to educa¬ 
tion ensures international action to 
support national programmes. 

In the case of debt, India stoutly 
opposed the move of rich nations to 
make debt write-offs to poor 
countries a bilateral issue. After 
several rounds of discussions, it was 
agreed to consider the debt write-off 
on a case to case basis. 

Elusive Goal? 

PART from these little victories, 
did the summit achieve anything 
substantial? Delegates at the Con¬ 
ference no doubt suffered firom "donor 
fatigue" where donors were not 
formcoming to provide funds, and 
"cwifaence fatigiM" where ffie con¬ 
ference seemed to go on as a talk diow.. 

It is apparent that the expensive 
UN conferences have not and will not 
be able to solve file world's problems. 
They fail because they do not look at 
root causes of poverty or social issues. 
Only outward manifestations are 
sou^t to be removed. Moreover, file 
UN system is so much in control of 
Western nations fiut notlung can be 
done to change file exploitative system. 

The social summit ended with a 
few broad statements and a declara¬ 
tion. There were no hard commit¬ 
ments and it is unlikely fiuit poor 
countries can get any relief. But in a 
world which wants quick images and 
has no time fm the Icsig term, per¬ 
haps these confetences serve a pur- 
pOM. As Boubos-Chali put it, ''One 
of die purposes of this confetmee is 
to keep the world awake". 
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Elections 1995: Portends of’ 

the Future 


Observers mre qutek to point out 
that this year's election results toere the 
result of an anti-establishment vole As 
election results from Maharashtra, 
Gujarat and Onssa started coming last 
month. It was clear that the people were 
fed up with the ruling governments in 
their States. The people appeared dis¬ 
gusted at the way the State governments 
were run and were not prepared to give 
them a second chance, irrespective efthe 
political party It was only in Bihar tlmt 
the ruling Janata Dal government of 
Lalao Prasad Yadav scored impressive 
gains. 

The elections also showed the vul¬ 
nerability of opinion polls The results 
showed that the politicians, intellectuals 
and the elite, uvre quite removed from 
the aspirations of the average voter The 
voter, even in rural areas, slmoed astute¬ 
ness and political maturity, and showed 
that he could not be taken for a ride by 
false promises. Corruption and ar¬ 
rogance would not be tolerated by the 
voter. 

At centre stage stood Chief Election 
Commissioner T.N Sesluin His diktats 
ensured free and fair elections in the 
States including tlw violent Bihar Some 
of Ins decisions were, however, criticised 
by the media. 

This article looks at the results of the 
elections and the implications on the 
polity of the nation, as no single party 
emerged as having the confidence of the 
elecbjrate. 

rviHE results of ttie elections in the 
X four States of Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Orissa and Bihar ^ have 
Bhotvna clear verdict in favour of the 
interests of the majority of tfie 
population, the mandate is clearly 


for a cleaner alternative. The people 
have shown a political maturity and 
shrewdness, proving many predic¬ 
tions wrong. They have punished the 
rulers for their lack of accountability 
and pursuing goals that arc not 
beneficial for the poor. 

The Indian people obviously see 
the gap between promise and perfor¬ 
mance, and continue to explore pos¬ 
sible alternatives. No longer can 
leaders, no matter how indispensable 
they may think themselves to be, 
hope to get elected year after year if 
they do not deliver results. 

While many such leaders bit the 
dust, the electoral verdict also 
showed the decline of the Congress 
and the end of single party 
dominance On one level, a re-align- 
ment of forces would take place and 
on the other a new era of Centre-State 
relahons 

Decline of Congress 

AKEN with the results of the as¬ 
sembly elections of November 
1993 and those of Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh held four months 
ago, it becomes apparent that the 
Congress is on the decline. Though it 
gairuKl Orissa, it lost two of the most 
industrially advanced States, 
Maharashtra and Gujarat. 

The Congress now rules only a 
handful of States—-Haryana, Punjab, 
Himachal Pradesh, Assam and Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh. The election results 
show a rejection of the party in the 
West, and its influence in the Hindi 
heartiand of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and 
Rajasthan has declined. It has never 
made introads in West Botgal, and 


has almost been wiped off in the] 
South. , 

The new poiitical map ^ows a 
weak Congress at the Centre and dil-- 
ferent parties in the States. The B}P<- 
Shiv Sena have forged ahead in the 
West, in U.P it is Mulayam Singh's' 
Samajwadi Party, in ^ngal Jyotl 
Basu's Marxist government, in 
Andhra N.T Rama Rao's Telegu 
Desam and in Tamil Nadu 
Jayalalitha'sAIADMK. 

The changed political map' 
throws up the need of working out a ' 
correct f^eral balance in the potityi 
The country faces a unique situaticm 
of having a Congress government at 
the Centre even though it rules only a 
handful of States in the country. A" 
fine tuning of Centre-State relations ' 
is bound to become a continuous 
process now The Congress has to 
And wa 3 rs of working with the State 
governments which are diverse and 
likely to demand autonomy 

The party now faces a serious 
threat of unity, with dissidence rising. 
Its president, Mr Narasimha Rao, < 
faces the task of keeping the party 
together and to inject new energy. 
Thoughasurvivorwithuncannysun- 
vival instincts, he faces the rather dif- | 
ficult task cd dealing with dissidents | 
led by Aijun Singh while also dealing' 
with the (^position. Hiere is a grow- < 
ing demand from opposition leader 
LK. Advani for advancing ttie Lok 
Sabha elections since dte Congress | 
has lost successive elections and J 
hence mandate of die peqjle. 1 

The state of the Congress party I 
and the current results of the As- | 
sembly elections indicate diat there 
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may not be a clear mandate for any 
one party ruling at the Centre. There 
may thus be re-alignment of forces in 
the country. The disappearance trf the 
Congress as a dominant party may 
create a vacuum which may be filled 
by other parties by joining hands 
together. 

But whether the current trends 
will amount to change in government 
at the Centre remains to be seen, they 
will certainly lead to fresh align¬ 
ments and coalitions. The Congress 
also needs to look within to see why 
it has had to lose face, even in its 
stronghold, Maharashtra. 

Rebels and Scams result in 
Congress defeat in 
Maharashtra 

OTERS in India have been clear 
in their mandate—they will not 
tolerate governments identified with 
corruption, misgovcrnancc and lack 
of accountability to the people. 
Nowhere is this more evident than in 
Maharashtra, which has been a Con¬ 
gress citadel for four decades. Here, 
the ruling government of Sharad 
Pawar was seen as compromised 

There was no "Hindutva Wave" 
as many will explain the victory of 
the BJP-Shiv Sena combine. But the 
alliance was able to capitalise on the 
twin charges of corruption and 
criminalisation of politics. Pawar was 
unable to shake these charges, 
levelled most forcefully by Bombay's 
suspended deputy municipal com¬ 
missioner, G.R khairnar. The cam¬ 
paigns succeeded in damaging his 
credibility, particularly among the 
urban middle clas.s. 

Moreover, there was the aliena¬ 
tion of Muslim voters over the 
widespread misuse of TADA after the 
Bombay bomb blasts of March 1993. 
The Shiv Sena has helped the BJP to 
make significant inroads into a State 
where it had limited presence. Con¬ 
gress rebels and infighting also cost 
the party dearly; in the co-operative 
sugar-rich region of Western 
Maharashtra, it could get only 6 of 
the 75 seats. In the Marathwada 
regiem, a political heavyweight like 


Vilasrao Deshmukh lost from the 
once secure Latur constituency. 

It remains to be seen how the 
new Chief Minister Manohar joshi 
handles the alliance of the Shiv Sena 
and the BJP Sharp differences 
remain, and some BJP leaders have 
been opposed to the Sena-type 
militancy. The alliance also faces 
threats from completely opposite 
stands such as renaming the Marath- 
wads University and implementing 
the Mandal Commission recommen¬ 
dations. 

If the differences between the 
two partners come out m the open, 
there is no doubt that the voter will 
feel let down and demand a change 
once again It is evident that 
Maharashtra may once again face un¬ 
certainty, should that happen. 

Vote for Clean Politics in 
Gujarat 

N Gujarat, the mandate is clearly 
for clean politics. There has been a 
forceful n'jection of corruption and 
undependability personified by 
Chimanbhai Patel and his successor, 
Chhabildas Mehta. Though the State 
has done well on the economic front, 
the voters have ex¬ 
pressed a wish to 
skip the aberrations 
of the "affluent 
anarchy". 

Yet, the vote is 
not one for Hmdut- 
vd-linc of the BJP or 
an outright rejection 
of the economic 
policies of the Rao 
government It is a 
combination of 
several factors crys¬ 
tallising as an anti¬ 
establishment vote. 

The VHP ban Im¬ 
posed by the Rao 
government on 
January 14 gave a 
fillip to BJP's 
defence in the State. 

Also respon¬ 
sible were the char* 
ges of corruption of 


the Congress government. There 
were rumours of links of Patel and 
Mehta with die underworld, and the 
voter was not about to forgive the 
criminalisation of politics. Women 
voted more than men in the State, and 
stoutly rejected the goonda raj all^a- 
b'ons of the Congress party. A lesson 
for the country in the Gujarat verdict 
is that any regime which is unrespon¬ 
sive to the concerns of the people will 
be .summarily thrown out. 

Another casualty of the election 
results was the KHAM formula— 
Kshatriya, Harijan, Adivasi and Mus¬ 
lim—authored by Madhavsinh 
Solanki. The leaders were shown to 
have little sway over the K1 !AM vote 
bank. 

a 

Chief Minister Keshubhai Patel 
faces the task of restoring confidence 
of the common man in the system 
The BJP may feel that Gujarat is a 
short cut to Delhi, but what is im¬ 
portant is to provide a clean 
government. Patel's promise of a 
government free from land sharks, 
power brokers and business, must 
be realised. Only when the common 
man feels the difference will his 
faith be justified. 


Party perfonnance in the elections 
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Maharashtra 

Congress 

141 

80 

BJP-Shiv Sena 

94 

138 

JD and Allies 

37 

19 

Independent 

16 

51 

Total Seats 

288 

288 

Gujarat 

Congress 

33 

45 

BJP 

67 

121 

Janata Dal 

70 

0 

Independent 

12 

16 

Total Seats 

182 * 

182 

Orissa 

Congress 

10 

80 

Janata Dal 

122 

46 

Independimt 

15 

21 

Total seats 

147 

4 

147 
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Orissa 

B eing colourful is not enough, as 
Orissa Chief Minister Biju Patnaik 
discovered. He regaled the media 
with big talk and witticisms, but had 
little to show by way of results. His 
sweeping election promises to 
punish allegedly corrupt politicians 
and bureaucrats had swept him to 
power, but he was unable to keep his 
mind. 

Yet, it is simplistic to assume that 
only the anti-establishment wave has 
swept the Congress back to power in 
Orissa. The voters have in fact shown 
maturity here and were able to see 
that the Congress ministry was much 
better. 

Biju Patnaik had headed an ir¬ 
responsible ministry and encouraged 
the antics of his ministers and 
hangers-on, who kept hammering at 
the base of the Janata Oal Panchayat 
Raj Minister Damodar Raut, who lost 
the election, had been accused by a 


Panchayat Samiti member of at¬ 
tempting to molest her, but was not 
even reprimanded. Patnaik, on the 
other hand, had told a press con¬ 
ference that Raut had proved his 
"manliness". 

Reacting to the Cuttack hooch 
tragedy in which people had died, he 
refused to condole the deaths saying 
that "he had no sympathy for 
drunkards". 

The voters naturally felt let down 
by such assertions and were not in a 
forgiving mood. Rather than give 
such a person a second chance, the 
voters brought down the Janata Dal 
government. 

This was not ail. The Patnaik 
Ministry had many ministers who 
faced allegations of corruption but 
were fielded again. In comparison, 
the former Chief Minister of Orissa, 
J B Patnaik who had faced the same 
charges, began to look clean in com¬ 
parison 


Chief Minister, J.B. Patnaik if 
back; the Orissa elections show that 
the more things change, the mote do 
they remain same. His ministry in*, 
eludes the faces that had been taintodi 
earlier. The electorate may hava 
given a second chance to J.B. Patnaik; 
but it is unlikely that it wilt tolersfe 
much more If the same mistakes are 
committed again, the Congress may, 
suffer yet again ; 

Laloo comes back in Bihar 

T he Janata Dal government in ’ 
Bihar was the only government 
that was returned to power for tile i 
second consecutive term As last 
reports came in, it had already gained i 
161 scats of the ^20 at stake, thereby 
gaining absolute majority. In 1990 
elections Janata Dal had a tally of 121 
seats only. Combined with its allies, 
the CPI and CPM, tiie party has a 
strength of 188. The Congress, witii 
only 28 seats so fer, came even after 
the BJP with 40. 
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The comeback of Laloo Prasad 
Yadav as Chief Minister is seen as the 
determined march of the under¬ 
privileged. The genteel upper classes 
have been unable to understand 
what this rustic man wields so as to 
have swept the elections again this 
year. The judgement of the Janata Dal 
has been hnely tuned towards castes. 
A significant pointer to this year's 
trend is that despite the disenchant¬ 
ment of sections of other castes, they 
were not turning against the JD be¬ 
cause the party provided the un¬ 
doubted tool as a response to 
deprivation of the lower castes. 
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It would seem from the election 
results that caste and not class is the 
ultimate parameter of power and 
election battles have to be fought 
through societal appeals. 

The political scenario in Bihar 
had appeared to have undergone a 
decisive change when a breakaway 
Janata Dal group, which formed the 
Samta Party led by Mr George Fer¬ 
nandes and Mr Nitish Kumar, made 
a strong bid to power in alliance with 
CPI-ML, an ultra Left organisahon 
which contested elections for the first 
time. However, the Samta Party was 
routed gaining only six seats, while 
CPI-ML, which is an underground 
constituent of Indian Peoples Front 
(IPF), maintained its influence in 
selected pockets by gaining six seats 


Another new parly, Bihar 
Peoples Party (BPP), led by Mr 
Anand Mohan, which felt buoyant 
after its maiden success against the 
Janata Dai and other established par¬ 
ties in the Vaishali Ixik Sabha by elec¬ 
tion in 1994, had its dream shattered 
by the failure mall but a solitary con¬ 
stituency. 


Arunachal Pradesh 


I N Arunachal Pradesh Mr Gegong 
Apang spearheaded the Congress 
to a landslide victory, with more than 
two-thirds majority. 

Mr Apang has assumed the Chief 
Minister's office for a record fourth 
consecutive term. 


In the 60-member A^embly, the 
Congress secured 43 seats, the Janata 


Dal three, the Janata Party two and 
independents 12. 

Toughest Test 

T he elections in Bihar showed up 
another winner—the Chief Elec¬ 
tion Commissioner T.N. Seshan. 
Bihar was his toughest test and the 
strong discipline enforced by Seshan 
ensur^ that elections in Bihar were 
by and largo, free and fair. 

Though election violence did 
raise its head in some constituencies, 
the heavy deployment of forces and 
the close monitoring of the situation 
yielded results. The CEC postponed 
elections several times, causing the 
State government to get upset. 

His antics were criticised by the 
press, which accused him of acting 
like a bully and being vindictive. But 
there is no denying ^e fact that he is 
the darling of the people. A Bihar 
poet has even written a Seshan Chaim 
saying "Aya Sesltan kkar danda, ho 
gaye hash sabht ke thanda". 

Most agree that Seshan may be 
overstepping himself sometimes, but 
he has done much good for the 
country. 1 Ic is the first Election Com¬ 
missioner who has attempted to 
make a difference; one does not even 
remember the names of earlier per¬ 
sons who held this position. It was 
Seshan who has lessened the use of 
muscle and money power in elec¬ 
tions. This lime he made history of 
sorts by ordering the postponement 
of the presentation of the budget so 
that it may not influence the voters. 
His insistence on the provision of 
identity cards for voters has reduced 
the practice of impersonation in elec¬ 
tions. 

However, his decision to stop 
Doordarshan and Akashvani from 
telecasting the election analysis was 
criticised widely. He was accused of 
riding roughshod over people's 
wishes, and had to withdraw his 
order. The logic of the decision—that 
it would influence voters in other 
States—could not stand in die age, of 
satellite televisioa What was batmed 
on Indian television could easily be 


watched simply by switching chan¬ 
nels. 

Minor aberrations apart Seshan 
must be credited with a Job well 
done. The unexpected results have 
showed that die people have be«\ 
able to exercise their franchise freely. 
It is now upto the newly elected 
governments to deliver die results. 

Economic reforms 

T he verdict of the electorate shows 
that it is difficult to anticipate 
single party rule in 1996 and after- 
wa^s. The Congress has been harp¬ 
ing on economic reforms and it 
would seem that these have been 
rejected by the electorate. It would be 
important to pursue the reforms 
with, however, keeping the interests 
of die poor in mind. 

Indeed, the newly elected 
governments in Maharashtra and 
Gujarat are sending messages of 
reassurance to companies. Political 
parties realise that being anti-in¬ 
dustry will achieve nothing. The 
BJP has also assured that it will not 
be against Gujarat's industrial 
policy. 

Anti establishment vote 

T he results of this year's elections 
have marked a turning point in 
history. They mark the end of the 
single party majority while also coAi- 
municating the electorate's verdict 
that corruption and indifference 
would not be tolerated. The emer¬ 
gence of strong local parties has also 
been highlight^. 

Yet, it is not wholly an anti-estab¬ 
lishment vote. The verdict in Bihar 
has showed that if things are not very 
wrong, voters will support their 
government, A tainted govern¬ 
ment, on the otiher hand, can never 
hope to come baek for a second 
term. 

There ate lessons also for the Rao 
government at die Centre. Delaying a 
decision may be a good praetke, but 
the pet^le ate quick to see when a 
government is not working at all. 
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foreign direct investment 
as well as portfolio invest¬ 
ment was $ 3.9 billion 
during April-December 
1994. The foreign currency 
reserves also rose impres¬ 
sively by $ 4.5 billion and 
reached the peak level of $ 
19.6 billion. 

In addition to the 


Giving Human 
Face to Reforms 


The axtra-ordinary 
"suggeition” of the Chief 
Election Commissioner Mr 
Seshsn to postpone the 
presentation of the Union 
budget for 1995-96 to after 
the elections, pushed the 
annual ritual to the Ides of 
March. Amidst the 
speculations of a populist 
budget Or Manmohan 
Singh preaented his fifth 
budget in a row with a twin 
obiective—to eonaolldate 
the gains of the economic 
reforms and to address to 
the basie needs of die 
poorer and under¬ 
privileged eiaases, who 
appear to have reeeivad a 
raw deal during the. 
process of struetural 
reforms. The budget, 
therefore, was a strange 
mixture of poUtioal, social 
and economic obladives. 


Pre>budget Scenario 

T he economic 
scenario on the 
eve of budget 
presentation was 
encouraging on various ac¬ 
counts. The previous year 
witnessed the fastest 
growth of the GDP during 
the post-reforms period 
and the year 1994-95 
recorded a growth rate of 
5.3%. The Finance Minister 
expects the growth rate to 
rise to around 6 per cent 
during 1995-96. The pre¬ 
budget economic survey 
presented by the govern¬ 
ment in the Parliament has 
projected the industrial 
growtih rate at an impres¬ 
sive 8 percent. 

As per the survey, 
which was presented on 
March 14,1995, the growd\ 
of the external sector con- 
t^ued to be robust with 
the exports registering an 
outstanding rate of 17 per 
cent during the first ten 
months of 1994-95, in dol¬ 
lar terms. Similarly, the 


remarkable achievements 
given above, the foodgrain 
production, which had 
declined to 168 million ton¬ 
nes during 1991-92, is ex¬ 
pected to be around 185 
million tonnes, an all time 
record. The foodgrain 
reserves, which were 13 9 
million tonnes during 
February last year, were at 
30 million tonnes during 
this year. While the in¬ 
crease in economy-wide 
employment during 1991- 
92 was just 3 millions, this 
increase doubled to 6 mil¬ 
lions during the next two 
years. At the onset of the 
process of reforms, the 
situation regarding exter¬ 
nal debt was precarious 
but during 1W4-95, the 
level of external debt ac¬ 
tually declined by almost $ 
300 million. 

However, there have 
been some areas of concern 
as well. The fiscal deficit 
which was planned to be at 
6 per cent of the GDP, was 
overshot by Rs 5,000 crore 
and was at a higher level of 


6.7 per cent of the GDP at tk 'i 
total of Rs 61000 crore. 
Poor quality of available 
infrastructure like powe^ 
rail, roads, telecommunica¬ 
tions, etc has also been 
identified as a serious' 
hindrance in the devebp- 
ment of the economy. 

The on-going persis^ 
ently high inflation rate is 
another area which needs 
immediate attention. 
During the past four years 
of reforms, the focus has 
now shifted from 
"stagflation" to 

"grciwthflation" where the 
double-digit inflation con¬ 
tinues to twlie all anti-infla¬ 
tionary policy measures. 
One of die main causes has 
been the higher rate of 
money supply, Ms (currai- 
cy plus all bank deposits) 
which peaked at 22 per 
cent m November 1994 and 
later declined to 18.6 per 
< ent as on january 20, W5. 

The high rate of infla¬ 
tion, however, has done 
one good to the consumer: 
that there was no increase 
in the administered prices 
this year. Such a hike in the 
administered prices is 
highly inflationary in char¬ 
acter and has overall up¬ 
ward effect on the price 
level. 


Balanced Act 

W ITH the 
above pre- 
budget 
scenario. Dr 
Manmohan Singh 

presented the wide-rar^ 
ing budget proposals, bi 
ttife words of the Finance 
Minister, the philosophy ctf 
the budget was in tihe two 
track approach. While on 
the first track, objectives 
were consoiidatbn of the 
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> process of reforms, 
* 'attonalisation of indirect 
I axes and rapid economic 
, growth, the second track 
ed to the upliftment of the 
‘ downtrodden. It is realised 
, diat the growth in a largely 
I market driven economy 
may not bring adequate 
relief to the poorer sections 
and hence there was a need 
for having specific and 
more anti-poverty 

I programmes. 

The budget proposals 
put the total receipts at the 
existing rates of taxation at 
■ Rs 1,67,151 crorc while the 
total expenditure is at Rs 
1 1,72,151 crore, leaving a 
budgetary deficit of Rs 
, 5000 crore. Fiscal deficit for 
19S5-96 would be Rs57,634 
crore which is 5.5 per cent 
of the GDP. An amount of 
Rs 5250crore has been ear¬ 
marked for food subsidy 
while the total effective fer- 
tilizer subsidy has been 
raised to Rs 5900 crore. Dis¬ 
investment of the govern¬ 
ment equity from the 
public sector enterprises 
will be to the tune of Rs 
7,000 crore during 1995-96. 

The speech of the 
Finance Minister dealt at 
length with the issues of 
social equity and poverty 
alleviation. Economic 
gnnvth and restructuring 
are not ends in themselves. 
They are only the means to 
improving the living 
standards and quality of 
lives of ordinary citizens. 
Although it is empirically 
recognised that rapid 
growth ultimately a.ssurcs 
improved quality of life to 
all sections of the society, 
yet it has also been ex¬ 
perienced that in the short 
run, the huits of economic 
develc^ment do not reach 


the poor and under¬ 
privileged The budget, 
therefore, has laid special 
emphasis on strengthening 
the programmes on rural 
development, employment 
generation, primary 
education, primary health 
and other important 
programmes in the social 
sector. 

Direct Taxes 

IRECT tax 
structure has 
not been largely 
altered. How¬ 
ever, several significant 
changes have been made. 
The income-tax exemption 
limit, which was Rs 35,000, 
has been raised to Rs 
40,000 The existing tax 
rates have, however, been 
left untouched. This 
provision would provide a 
tax relief to the tax-payers 
to the extent of Rs 1,000 per 
year Under section 80L of 
the Income Tax Act, income 
by way of interest and 


dividend from certain 
specialised financial assets 
was exempt from the in¬ 
come tax to the extent of Rs 
10,000 per annum. With a 
view to encourage the 
small saving the limit has 
now been proposed to be 
raised to 13,000. With 
these changes, a salaried 
male with Rs 13000 interest 
earnings would not pay 
any tax upto Rs 68,000 
while this limit would be 
Rs 71,000 for working 
women falling in this 
category. 

With a view to en¬ 
courage the investment in 
infrastructure and ensure 
its quality and rapid ex¬ 
pansion, the proposals 
allow a 5-year tax holiday 
for any entrepreneur or 
enterprise which builds, 
maintains and operates in¬ 
frastructure facilities like 
highways, bridges, air¬ 
ports, ports and rapid mass 
transport systems after 


The Budget has laid 
special empha^ on 
strengthening the 
programmes on rural 
development, 
employment 
generation, primary 
education, primary 
health and... the 
social sectors. 
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Actuals 

1994-95 

Budget 

Eattimlee 

1994-95 

Reviawi 

EathnatM 

1995-96 ' 

Budget 

Eatbnalaa 

1 

Revenue receipts 

75453 

86084 

88770 

100787 

2 

Non-tax revenue 

22004 

23342 

23782 

26413 

3 

Capital receipts 

55440 

59615 

67502 

66364 

4 

Recovenes ol loans 

6191 

6700 

6700 

6730 

5 

Other receipts 

48 

4000 

5767 

7000 

6 

Borrowings and other habllitlas 

49297 

48915 

55035 

52634 

7 

Non-Plan expenditure 

96998 

105117 

113511 

123651 

6 

Interest payments 

36895 

46000 

44000 

52000 

9 

On capital account 

15453 

14368 

19546 

18853 

10 

Plan experxliture 

42855 

46562 

418761 

48600 

11 

On revenue account 

24624 

28082 

28837 

29330 

12 

Reveraie expenditure 

108169 

118611 

122902 

1363a 

13 

Capital expenditure 

39684 

32888 

39370 

95823 

14 

Revenue deficit 

38718 

32727 

34132 

M641 

15. 

Budgetary deficit 

10960 

6000 

8000 

5000 

16 

Focal defldt 

80257 

6481S 

61035 

57994 

17. 

Pitmary detidl 

29582 

8915 

17035 

5694 
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The Budget 


proposals also aim at 


providing incentives 


to the private 


investors to 


encourage them to 


invest in the area of 


rural infrastructure. 


K48 W47 a-m BMO 


April 1, 1995. Even the 
financial institutions 
which provide long-term 
finance for such projects 
would be entitled to a 
deduction of 40 per cent of 
their taxable income 
derived from financing of 
these investments. 

In respect of contnbu- 
tions made towards Na¬ 
tional Urban Poverty 
Eradication Fund 

(NUPEF), 100 per cent 
deduction is allowed 
Similar deduction is al¬ 
lowed to donabons for 7.tla 
SaksJwrta Samthes con¬ 
stituted in every district for 
promotion of elementary 
education. The welfare 
funds of the trade unions 
and the incomes of the 
Minorities Development 
and Finance Corporation, 
set up bv both the Centre or 
the State, are exempt from 
income tax now. In addi¬ 
tion, under Sectiem 80-U of 
the Income Tax Act, the 
deduction in the income of 
a handicapped person has 
been raised from exisHng 
RS 20,000 to Rs 40JOQO. In 
case of the parents of hand¬ 
icapped children a new 
deduction of upto Rs 
20,000 has been proposed, 
provided this amount is 
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deposited in any approved 
scheme of UTI, LIC etc for 
providing recurring or 
lump sum payment for the 
maintenance and upkeep 
of a handicapped depoid- 
ent after Oie death of the 
parents or the guardian. 

A new concept of Tax 
Deduction at Source (TDS) 
has been introduced in 
many fields to expand and 
widen the tax base TDS 
was earlier applicable to 
the salaried persons as well 
as some categories of con¬ 
tractors The budget 
proposals seek to extend 
the TDS to the fees payable 
to the professionals, or for 
technical services at the 
rate of 10 per cent beyond 
the annual payment limit 
of Rs 20,000 This 
provision, however, is not 
attracted if such payments 
are made by the in¬ 
dividuals or the HUFs 
(Hindu Undivided 
Families). The existing 
payment limit for TDS for 
contractors has been raised 
to Rs 20XXX}, from the exist¬ 
ing Rs 10,000. The concept 
of TDS has also been ex¬ 
tended to the time-deposits 
with the banks. The 
smaller depositors have 
been exempted and inter¬ 


est earning upto Rs 10/)00 i 
per branch has been kept 
exempted from deduction V 
of tax at source. The 1 
scheme which will be ap- ' 
plicable on all su^ ' 
deposits made after July 1,, 
1995, would attract TDS at, 
the rate of 20 per cent plus ^ 
surcharge in case of 
domestic companies and 
10 per cent in case of in¬ 
dividuals and non-coF- 
porate entitle. 

One significant feature 
of the budget proposals 
has been that the corporate 
tax has been left untouched 
and hopes of the industry 
regarding abolition of sur¬ 
charge have been dashed. 
As per the Finance Mini¬ 
ster, instead of providing 
relief to the industry by 
reducing or abolishing the 
surcharge in the income 
tax, he has chosen a more 
positive way of providing 
relief by way of excise duty 
and import duty reduc¬ 
tions so that the inflation¬ 
ary pressures are 
contained and the con¬ 
sumers are also benefitted 
by reduced price level. 

Impetus to 

T he Finance Mini¬ 
ster proposed 
wide-ranging 
reforms in the in¬ 
direct-tax rates and struc¬ 
ture with a view to provide 
impetus to the growth in 
the industrial sector. 
General reduction in the 
import duties has been 
proposed and the peak rate 
of import duty has been 
brought down consider¬ 
ably from existing 65 per 
cent to 50 per cent with the 
promise of its further 
reduction in a phased man¬ 
ner. The machinery and 
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^ capital goods imports ccm- 
t tribute largely to industrial 
I growth rate and technoi- 
^ ogy upgradation. Various 
, capital goods and 
' machinery items earlier at¬ 
tracted import duties rang¬ 
ing from 35 to 60 per cent 
which have been reduced 
uniformally to the level of 
45 per cent. This effort 
would unify the customs 
duty rates at the level of 25 
per cent for nearly 80 per 
cent of general machinery, 
tools, instruments and 
projects. Import duties on 
ferrous and non-ferrous 
metals has been reduced to 
40 per cent from existing 
rates of 50 to 60 per cent. 
There has been 10 to 35 per 
cent reduction in customs 
duties in respect of various 
metals, hot rolled coils of 
iron and steel, sponge iron, 
stainless steel scrap and 
non-metallic minerals. 

Custom dutie.s on 
variety ot other items have 
also been cut significantly. 
On raw materials and in¬ 
puts used for manufactur¬ 
ing synthetic yarns, fibres 
and fabrics, import duties 
have been cut upto 30 per 
cent. Similarly, import 
duty on several other items 
like chemicals, raw 
material and parts used in 
the electronic industry, 
medicai equipment, paper, 
etc has been reduced dras¬ 
tically. Several vital equip¬ 
ments used for saving 
human lives have been 
completely exempted from 
custom duty. To promote 
the exports of leather 
goods, export duty on the 
export of hnished leather 
has been abolished al¬ 
together. To provide relief 
to the primary sector, im¬ 
port duties on poultry 


stock, drugs used in 
poultry feed mix, vaccines, 
prawn feed mix and on 
general agricultural 
machinery have been 
reduced. To provide 
protection to silk, starch 
and resins, the import 
duties have been raised on 
these items. 

In case of excise duties 
also, duty on a large num¬ 
ber of items of mass con¬ 
sumption has been 
reduced. Excise duties on 
base material for plastics, 
aluminium, parts of capital 
goods, glassware manufac¬ 
tured by labour intensive 
technology, aerated water, 
air-conditioning 
machinery, cosmetics, 
glazed tiles, perfumed an- 
ti.septic creams, polymer 
based paints, cocoa and 
cocoa based preparations, 
malt based food prepara¬ 
tions, asbestos fibres, as¬ 
bestos cement articles, 
audio and video magnetic 
tapes, dry cell batteries, 
coated fabrics, ceramic 
laboratory wares, fire¬ 
works, motor vehicle and 
two wheeler parts, etc have 
been reduced from 5 to 20 
per cent. 

In addition to the 


above, the excise duty on 
polyester filament yam has 
been lowered by 11.5 per 
cent to 57.5 per cent, while 
sewing thread which was 
subject to various excise 
duty rates ranging from 23 
per cent to 69 per cent, 
would now have a uniform 
excise duty rate of 23 per 
cent In addition, excise 
duty has also been reduced 
on insulated wires and 
cables and china and por¬ 
celain-wares. Concessional 
rates of excise duty were 
available to the small-scale 
units having the dutiable 
turnover upto Rs 2 crore. 
This limit has now been 
raised to Rs 3 crore. 

The existing MODVAT 
scheme has also been 
simplified and MODVAT 
credit has been allowed to 
be used for additional 
items and activities. MOD¬ 
VAT has also been ex¬ 
tended to tyre yarn, 
industrial and woollen 
fabrics. Excise duty has 
been completely exempted 
on the waste and scrap 
generated out ot manufac¬ 
ture of exempted goods. 
Existing specific rates of 
excise duty have, however, 
been raised on cigarettes 


To cater to the credit 
needs of small scale 
sector to setup export 
onented projects and 
to upgrade 

technology, the 

« 

Budget has proposed 
creation of a 
Technology 
Development and 
Modernisation Fund in 
SiOBI. 


EXPORTS AS PER CENT OF IMPORTS 

W.7 
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The Budget has 
proposed several 
realistic welfare 
schemes, including 
housing for mral poor, 
old age pension, 
social security, etc. 


by about 7 per cent. 

Realistic Populism 

S the general 
elections draw 
nearer, poverty 
eradication an¬ 
nouncements and 

programmes suddenly 
come in vogue But the 
schemes proposed in the 
budget proposals have an 
element of realism Iden¬ 
tifying the dire need for 
upgrading the housing 
facilities for the rural poor 
the existing Indira Aioas 
Yojam is proposed to be 
implemented with added 
vigour. During the year 
1995-%, 10 lakh dwellmg 
units are to be provided on 
a Subsidised basis to tht 




scheduled castes, 

scheduled tribes and freed 
bonded labourers, as 
against about 4 lakh dwell¬ 
ing units provided under 
the scheme during 1994-95. 
To solve the acute shortage 
of appropriate shelter to 
the rural poor, it is 
proposed to build 50 lakh 
such units under the said 
scheme, during the next 5 
years Another welfare 
measure pertains to the 
provision of old age pen¬ 
sion at the national level 
for the poorer sections. 
People living below pover¬ 
ty line have endless list of 
miseries, particularly 
when they are old and un¬ 
able to do any work. A Na¬ 
tional Social Assistance 
Scheme has been proposed 
to provide old age pension 
to the people above 65 
years of age, who are 
below the poverty line. The 
rate of pension will be Rs 
75 per month. 

Social Assistance 
Scheme will have two 
mote components. On the 
death of a primary bread 
earner of a poor 
household, a lump sum 
survivor benefit of Rs 5,000 
has been envisaged. 
Another aspect of the 
scheme relates to the 
provision of sustenance for 
pre-natal and post-natal 
maternity care to the 
women ^longing to the 
poor households, to cover 
the first two births. It is ex¬ 
pected that the scheme will 
cover about 14-million 
poor households and 
about 75 per cent of the 
beneficiaries are expected 
to be the women. The 
scheme will be imple¬ 
mented through the 
Panchayati Raj Institutions 


and will be funded Iw m 
Centre as well as the 
jointly A Committee w 
being appointed to Whin 
out the details of jhia 
scheme. ^ 

Another importani 
welfare scheme aims al 
promoting the concept OB 
social security in the rumi 
areas. This scheme wilS 
also be implemented 
through the Panduiyati 
Institutions in collabora¬ 
tion with the Life Corpora-* 
ti(»i of India (LIC). A sociat 
insurance policy is to be in¬ 
itiated by the LIC to pto* 
vide a cover of Rs 5000 at a 
premium of Rs 70 per 
annum. For the poor 
households, the Central 
Government and the con¬ 
cerned State governnwnt 
would provide 25 per catit 
of the premium each, while 
the beneficiary will bear 
only 50 per cent of the 
premium. For odiers, no 
subsidy would be avail- 
able. Hence, for the poorer 
household, two cov'ers of 
Rs 5000 each would be 
provided. The benefit oi 
subsidy of 50 per cent OA 
the premium would, how¬ 
ever, be available to only 
one beneficiary per 
household below tile 
poverty line. The ultimate < 
aim of this programme is to 
promote tiie concept of so¬ 
cial insurance and saving 
habits in the rural areas. 

Another such ^ 

programme is aimed at I 
child nutrition throu^ a i 
comprehensive, 
programme of mid-day ; 
meals. A committee is 
being appointed by tiie j 
government to ensure the i 
implementation of this 
programme during the 
year 1995-96. The scheme 
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is not only going to have a 
l^positive impact on the level 

child nutrition but 
.would al&o improve the 
jBchool attendance con^id- 
«rably. In the States where 
; the concerned State 
(governments have already 
,been implementing such 
I schemes, the Central 
government would also 
participate 

Some ot these schemes 
appear to bt* just extension 
of the existing schemes 
Most of the Stale govern¬ 
ments are already provid¬ 
ing old-age pensions and 
mtd-day meals These 
schemes would be aug¬ 
mented by the Centre 
Similarly, Indira Awas 
Yojatia IS also operational 
and only the targets have 
been doubled, which is a 
positive step I lowever, the 
concepts of social in¬ 
surance as well as pre and 
post-natal care appear to 
be innovative and would 
have direct impact in 
providing good pre-natal 
and post-natal facilities, as 
well as fostering the con¬ 
cept of social insurance 
and security These 
facilibes in the rural areas, 
particularly in primary 
and unorganised sector, 
were almost negligible and 
required initial support 
from the government 

Strengthening credit 
for rural infrastructure 

GRICULTURAL 
and rural in¬ 
frastructure pro¬ 
vide a serious 
bottleneck in the develop¬ 
ment of the country Lack 
of infrastructure in the 
primary sector was exist¬ 
ing earlier also, but the 
globalisation of the 


economy has exposed this 
weakness to the new inves- 
tois, particularly the 
foreign investors l^isting 
faLilities like power, 
telecommunication, rails, 
roads, irrigation facilities, 
banking and soil conserva¬ 
tion, etc are some areas 
which need heavy invest¬ 
ment immediately Realis¬ 
ing this, the budget 
proposals for 1995-^6 aim 
at providing incentives to 
the private investors to en- 
couidge them to invest in 
the aie.'4 of rural infrastruc¬ 
ture 

lo achieve the above 
objective, a new Rural In¬ 
frastructure Development 
Fund IS being established 
in collaboration with the 
National Bank for Agricul¬ 
ture and Rural Develop¬ 
ment (NABARD) fiom 
Apiil 1995 This fund 
would provide funds for 
the State governments and 
State-owned corporation 
to complete the ongoing 
projects relating to 
medium and minor irriga¬ 
tion, soil conservation, 
watershed management 
and other types of rural in¬ 
frastructure Tt IS expected 
thata fund of Rs 2000 crore 
would be created tor this 
purpose The resourcing of 
such loans, which will be 
project-based and time- 
bound, would be through 
the commercial banks 

Special regulation of 
credit IS planned for the 
tribal areas and areas with 
majon ty of sched uled caste 
candidates For 100 dis¬ 
tricts which arc inhabited 
predominantly by the 
tribal population, a new 
scheme is proposed under 
which the NABARD will 
open an exclusive Imc of 


credit to the cooperatives 
and Regional Rural Banks, 
enabling them to meet the 
credit needs of the ST 
population NABARD will 
earmark Rs 400 crore for 
this purpose and another 
sum of Rs 100 crore will be 
kept by NABARD tor 
hnancing the SC and ST 
beneficiaries identified by 
the SC and ST Corpora¬ 
tions for various projects 
Khadi and village m- 
dustrics provide substan¬ 
tial off-farm employment 
to the rural population in 
India Khadi and Village 
Industries Commission 
(KVIC) plays an important 
role in providing required 
credit for all such in¬ 
dustries through the State 
level khadi boards The 
budget proposes to pro¬ 
vide a sum of Rs 1000 crore 
by a consortium of banks to 
KVIC, which in turn would 
provide this additional 
finance to promote small- 


Speoai incentives 

have been provided to 

# 

encourage pnvate 
investors to invest in 
the area of rural 
infrastructure. 


Foraign Exchange Rasarvas'* 
Hlatorieal Parajiaetiva 


(US $ million) 


Van 
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flmaniBi* 

ImpoitCoMr 

(Nnollloiilhi*] 

Gurrint 

rIVRIirtI 

Cow* 

[NoofllonfliP] 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1950-51 

1914 

16J 

146 

1955-56 

1648 

122 

106 

1960-61 

390 

20 

17 

1965-66 

383 

16 

13 

1970-71 

584 

29 

22 

1975-76 

1657 

33 

29 

1980-81 

5850 

45 

40 

1985-86 

5972 

42 

35 

1990-91 

2236 

10 

06 

1991-92 

5631 

33 

23 

1992-93 

6434 

34 

25 

1993-94 

15066 

75 

S3 • 

1994-955 

10604 

82 

59 
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A Seven Point Action 


Plan has been drawn 


up by the government 


in consultation with 


the banks to improve 


flow of credit to the 


small sector 


scale and tiny industrial 
units in the rural areas. 
These advances to the 
KVIC would be guaran¬ 
teed by the Central and 
State Governments. 

Just like the khadi and 
village industries, the 
handloom sector also 
employs a large number of 
wcavem, artisans and 
craftsmen. Till now the 
flow of credit to die han<h 
loom sector was restricted 
to NABARD refinancing 
through the [district and 
State Cooperative Banks. It 
has been decided to in¬ 
crease the availability of 
refinancing of NABARD 
for the handloom sector 
through the commercial 
banA». 

The budget proposals 


have given special con¬ 
sideration to the small 
scale sector which accounts 
for about 40 per cent of the 
total manufacturing out¬ 
put and 35 per cent of our 
exports. The employment 
generation is yet another 
important merit of this sec¬ 
tor which provides 
employment to 14 million 
workers. To cater to the 
needs of this sector, for 
credit to meet the need for 
quality projects aimed at 
export of goods and to 
upgrade the existing tech¬ 
nology, additional corpus 
of funds was required to be 
set-up. The Budget 
proposals aim at setting up 
a technology development 
and modernisation fund in 
the Small Industries 
Development Bank of 
India (SlDBl) for this pur¬ 
pose. Initially the fund 
would have 2(X) crore 
and the eligible small scale 
units would be able to avail 
the finances directly from 
the SIDBI, either in the 
form of loan or equity in 
the year 1987, a National 
equity fund scheme was 
introduced to provide 
equity assistance to tiny 
small scale units for new 
projects costing less than 
Rs 10 lakh (Rs 15 lakh in 
case of hill areas and Nordi 
Eastern States), located in 
areas with less than 5 lakh 
population. The budget 
proposals, with a view to 
give fillip to this sector, en¬ 
visage extension of this 
scheme to all such units 
regardless of their location, 
except in the metropolitan 
cities. The matters like ex- 
jWsion, modernisation, 
technology upgradation 
dnd divecsifiotion are also 
proposed to Ite coveted 
under the scheme. 


The Finance Minister 
expressed serious concern 
over inadequate 

availability of credit for the 
small scale sector which is 
so important for their 
growth. A Seven Point Ac¬ 
tion Plan has been drawn 
up by the government in 
consultation with the 
banks to improve flow of 
credit to tins sector As a 
key point in the scheme, 
specialised branches will 
be opened in 85 identified 
districts to meet the 
demand of the small scale 
sector. It is proposed that 
100 such branches would 
become operational during 
the current financial year. 
Further, it has also been 
realised that the industrial 
growth rate in the North- 
l^st has been poor, mainly 
due to lack of credit and 
infrastructure availability 
To stimulate the industrial 
development in this 
regiiMi, a new North East¬ 
ern Development Bank 
(NEDB) is to be set-up The 
objectives will be to en¬ 
courage the infrastructure 
development, enterprise 
development and finance 
creation. NEDB will be lo¬ 
cated in the North East and 
have an autiioriscd capital 
of Rs 500 crore It is ex¬ 
pected that the new 
development bank would 
go a long way in promot¬ 
ing the industrial develop¬ 
ment and infrastructure 
development in the hither¬ 
to backward North East. 

Appraisal 

A t the time of 
presentation of 
the budget, 
several factors 
were attracting the atten¬ 
tion of the onlookers and 
tile most important was the 


persistent double digit Rr 
flation. This was not fflUy a 
matter of concern to tfie 
general public but also te 
the industry as well as via 
porters. The transfortnl^i 
tion of economy frofid 
"stagflation" t^ 

"growthflation" had 
started eroding the ted 
value of Indian rupee anti 
Indian exports were 
gradually becoming un¬ 
competitive in the interna¬ 
tional market. The 
dilemma of the Finance 
Minister was evident 
Stringent anti-inflaticmar]^ 
measures would have 
hampered the process of 
industrial revival and in 
turn would have afiected 
the overall growth rate of 
the GDP Dr Manmohanl 
Singh very cleverly' 
adopted the method of 
overall reduction in the ex¬ 
cise duties to reduce the 
pressure on prices of the 
goods of mass cemsump- 
tion This indirect measure 
has an inherent draw¬ 
back—the trade and in¬ 
dustry is known for not* 
passing on the excise duty' 
benefits to the consumers. ‘ 
If this does not happen, the 
inflationary pressures may. 
not subside in tiie immetii-; 
ate near future. j 

Another aspect of im- ■ 
portance was welfare of the 
poorer sections, which was 
getting ignored in the 
process of structural, 
reforms. The fact tiiat the' 
upliftment of the poorer 
sections needed special tih 
forts does not require any 
explanation and some con- \ 
Crete measures were tiie' 
crying need of the hours'' 
While the new measures 
like provision of assistance 
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the health care of 
•^omen and programme 
, <fi<^ai:ding social insurance 
,'are innovative measures, 
./remaihing programmes 
like old age pension, in- 
creased targets for Indira 
Yojana and mid-day 
meal programme can be 
>i dubbed as "old wine in 
i 1 new bottle". It is surprising 
U that the Finance Minister 
has not proposed any con* 
■ Crete programme to en- 
; hance the income 
‘ generating capability, nor 
any attempt has been made 
‘ towards improvement in 
the productivity, par¬ 
ticularly in the rural areas. 

! The new programme 
j would certainly provide 
reUef to some sections of 
Hw rural poor, including 
women, children and the 
aged. It would have been 
appreciated had any 
programme been specifi¬ 
cally designed to assist the 
poorer sections on the one 
hand and contributed to 
Hie GDP on the other, by 
Increased income genera¬ 
tion amidst the target 
group. 

Another area of con¬ 
cern has been the fiscal 
deficit over the past several 
years. The limit uf fiscal 
deficit, which was kept at 6 
per cent during the last 
year, has been exceeded by 
Rs 5000 crore, with the fis¬ 
cal deficit going to 6.7 per 
cent of the GDP. Although 
some efforts have been 
made to keep check on 
government's administra¬ 
tive expenditure, yet the 
target of 5.5 per cent fiscal 
deficit for 1995-96 has been 
kept after providing Rs 
' 7000 crore from Hie disin¬ 
vestment of government 
equity Horn the public sec¬ 


tor enterprises during the 
year If this income is ex¬ 
cluded, the amount of fis¬ 
cal deficit would go pretty 
high. For several new 
schemes, which have been 
included in the budget, the 
provision of funds has 
been made from the bank¬ 
ing sector which is a clever 
move in which the govern¬ 
ment resources arc not 
strained, but at the same 
time, a new programme 
with some allocation is also 
been introduced. 

In sharp contrast to the 
previous years, tax-struc¬ 
ture has not been altered, 
except for general reduc¬ 
tion in excise duties and 
custom duHes. There has 
been no material change in 
the direct taxes. Even the 
additional exemption of Rs 
5000 in the income tax is 
practically no relief; even 
the impact of double digit 
inflation has not been 
neutralised. The expecta¬ 
tions of the middle class on 
this account have, there¬ 
fore, not been met. The 
new concept of TDS on 
several new fields is a good 
attempt to widen the tax- 
net and is expected to in¬ 
crease the percentage of 
population covered under 
the income tax, from the 
present low level of 2.8 per 
cent. Continuation of sur¬ 
charge on the corporate tax 
has disappointed the trade 
and industry. 

Efforts to upgrade the 
infra-structure in the urban 
as well as rural areas, how¬ 
ever, is a welcome step. At 
present there is a distinct 
dichotomy m development 
of infrastructure in rural 
areas as compared to the 
developed urban areas. 
Without proper facilities 


for transportation, irriga¬ 
tion, availability of power, 
communication, etc, it is 
difficult to attract new in¬ 
vestment to the rural and 
hitherto industrially back¬ 
ward areas. With the steps 
taken to make available 
credit in the rural areas and 
industrially backward 
areas like the North-East, 
balanced economic growth 
can be achieved. In India, 
the responsibility of giving 
a good growth rate in the 
GDP has primarily been as¬ 
signed to the industries, as 
the agricultural sector 
grows at a very slow pace. 
Extension of industries, 
particularly in small scale, 
hand looms and tiny sec¬ 
tors has been attempted by 
making the availability of 
credit through various 
channels like KVIC, RRBs 
and the cooperative 
banks. Rs 2000-crore 
Rural Infrastructure 
Development Fund has 
been set up which is a 
welcome step. 

The budget has not 
pursued the process of on¬ 
going reforms vigorously, 
but the direction of 
economic policy has not 
been changed. It would be 
wrong to describe the 
budget as "populist", al¬ 
though attempts have been 
made to introduce new 
welfare schemes. The 
budget alloca¬ 

tions/provisions for most 
of these schemes arc 
meagre but a good begin¬ 
ning has been made to 
give a human face to the 
process of reforms. Wel¬ 
comed by the trade and 
industry, thir budget is 
likely to yield good 
growth rate during the 
current financial year. 


The Budget has not 

pursued the process 

of on-going reforms 

vigorously, but the 

direction of economic 

policy has not been 

changed. It would be 

wrong to describe it 

as "populist*, although 

attempts have been 

made to introduce 

new welfare schemes. 

The provisions for 

these schemes are 

meagre but a good 

beginning has been 

made to give a human 
« 

face to the process of 
reforms. 
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General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. "Opening up of Indian Economy has provided 
Indian AgricultuK widi an opportonity to modernise 
and expand." In view of the above statement examine 
the ovenll agricultural scenario in the country with spe¬ 
cial reference to agri-exports. 

Ans. About 2/3rd of India's population is depend¬ 
ent on agriculture sector, but surprisingly, the contribu¬ 
tion of this sector to the Gross Domratic Product (GDP) is 
just around 30 per cent. The long term trend growth rate 
of this sector till 1993-94 was just 2.2 per cent, which has a 
dampening effect on the overall growth rate of the GDP 
This has adverse effect more particularly when larger 
section of population engages itself in the activity of 
agriculture but their income grows at a slower rate. It is 
left to the other sectors, engaging only one-third of the 
work force, to push up the growth jate. To accelerate the 
growth rate of the GDP, agricultural output has to increase 
by at least 3.5 per cent in the long run There are several 
factors responsible for this situation. One of the main 
causes is the declining rate of investmentin this sector and 
deteriorating public capital assets in the agricultural sec¬ 
tor. Most of these assets pertain to provision of irrigation 
facilities, post-harvest infrastructure and marketing in¬ 
frastructure. Investment in the areas of research and 
development and propagation of technologies for 
dryland farming is also lacking. Most of it is confined to 
the Agricultural Universities, but unfortunately the suc¬ 
cessful results of these activities are seldom available for 
dissemination among the farmers in the field. To this 
extent, there is an utter lack of coordinatiem between the 
executing/extension authorities and the research and 
development work in the agricultural sector. Another im¬ 
portant reason is lack of ofif-farm employment to the rural 
masses. Agriculture provides only seasonal employment 
to toe rural people who remain underemployed or un¬ 
employed during the most parts of the year. Hoice, there 
is an urgent need for diversification towards allied 
activities which may include horticulture, bee-keep¬ 
ing, dairy, poultey, pisciculture, mushroom cultiva¬ 
tion and other such allied activities depending upon 
the forward and backward linkages available in the 
concerned area. 

Recent efforts to globalise Indian econcany, and sub- 
seouent signing of the GATT, has provided impetus to 
India's agri-exports. Fears were expr^sed in toe initial 
stages toat opming up of toe economy and adq^tion of 
intulectual property rights in agriculture might harm the 
interests of incGUin farmers. But toe sudden spurt in the 
growto rate of agri-eitporto of India durtog toe past two 
years has dispdled all such fears. Of course, active 
govoiunent support.cannot be ignored. It is a matter of 


common knowledge that in the international trader t 
country should export those products in toe production Of'] 
which it has comparative advantage. While toe developed ^ 
countries have comparative advantage in the production’jj 
electronic, industrial and engineering goods, this ad-j 
vantage rests with toe developing countries in toe field of 1 
agriculture. With the decision, that the signing of GATT 
would ensure retaining the fanner's right to exchange and 
re-cycle the seed without the payment of patents, a major 
controversy in this field has b^n laid to rest. AU these . 
factors resulted in increasing the agri-exports from Rs , 
6090 crore in 1991-92 to Rs 7391 crore in 1992-93 and ' 
during 1993-94 the export amount in rupee terms was. ; 
placed provisionally at Rs 10,000 crore. '• 

However, certain precautions need to be taken in tois 
regard. The Agricultural Policy, which is on toe anvil, 
needs to address itself to the aspect of agricultural exports. 
Unmindful exports can only harm the agriculture sechM'. 
In recent years the sudden and seasonal rise in the prices 
of sugar, onion and edible oils are some of toe examples ‘ 
where export of these quantities was allowed witoout 
ascertaining the demand and availability in the domestic 
market. Productivity in Indian agriculture also needs to ba 
increased to make it profitable to toe farmers, most 
whom continue to carry out subsistence farming. To 
achieve this, hefty doses of private investment are re¬ 
quired in the field of irrigation and in changing the exist- ' 
ing conventional cropping pattern. Availability of 
agricultural inputs in time is another factor that require , 
immediate attention. 

Q. 2. "Re-emergence of Inflation despite good 
growth rate has cast serious doubts about toe policy of 
economic reforms." Discuss tois statement explaining 
causes of persistent price rise and remedies to counter it 

Ans. At the time of launching the new economic 
policy of reforms in 1991, among other problems inflation- 
a ry pressures in the economy were very high and inflation 
rate was as high as 16 per cent, which was mainly due to 
sudden increases in the cost of imports and negative 
growth rate. The new packa« of policy measures aimed 
at bringing down toe rate m inflation to 8 per cent—the 
target was successfully achieved within a period of one 
year of initiating the process of reforms. After remaining 
in the single digit for some time, the inflation rate again . 
started rising from Decentoer 1993. Since tlwn it has, more 
or less, remained betweoi 10 to 12 per cent. There are 
several reasons for rise in price level after December 1993. 
One of toe reasons is sHff increase in the level of ad- 
ministoed prices by toe Goverrunent before 1993-94 and 
1994-95 budgets. Administered prices are known to affect 
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i| tfie general price level and fuel the inflationary forces. 

Large revenue and fiscal deficits in budgets was yet 
t another reason. Government's attempt to cover the deficit 
, by disinvestment in the shares of PSUs, rather than reduc* 
ing the administrative expenditure, is yet another cause. 
For the last two years, agricultural production has been 
rising due to normal monsoons and during 1994-95, the 
industrial production is also likely to be around 8 percent. 
But, despite these positive factors, double digit inflation is 
persisting. Government has taken several measures to 
contain the rate of inflation but without success. Most of 
, the anti-inflationary policies act as dampner to the 
economic growth and hence the Government has to be 
careful towards the GDP growth rate also. As a result, no 
drastic steps have been taken to contain inflation Ihc 
steps taken arc aimed at augmenting the growth rate 
substantially and at the same time keeping the price lev'cl 
low. When the aim is to keep the level c f investment liigh, 
cost of capital low and overall growth rate of industries 
and the GDP fairly high, it is not possible to have absolute 
anti-inflationary policies and this is the dilemma being 
faced by the Government. 

It would, however, be wrong to presume that the new 
eccmomic policy has been responsible for spurt in the 
price level. In fact, there is no indication of a positive 
correlation between the new policy measures and the 
I rising prices Initially, the .same policy measures were 
; adopted to bring down the inflation rate successfully The 
I current spell of inflation, therefore, does not appear to be 
I linked with the policy of reforms in any manner Proper 
i check in expansion of money supply (Ms), check m un- 
I productive administrative expenditure and limited 
{ government borrowing can help in containing the infla- 
: tion rate without affecting the process of economic 
development As long term policy measures, increa.se in 
productivity and reduction in population growth rate 
would also assist in keeping the price level low. 

Continuing inflationary pressures have affected the 
economy in several ways At a time when glcd^al inflation 
rate, at an average, is about 3 per cent, high inflation rate 
in India would gradually render Indian products uncom¬ 
petitive in the international market and the advantage 
gained by India, after fuIl-convcrtibility of rupee, would 
be squandered. Hence, another devaluation of Indian 
rupee would be necessary to adjust its real value with the 
foreign currencies. Even at the home front, unabated infla¬ 
tion would adversely affect the growth of real GDP and 
hit the salary earners and the poorer section of the society. 
Government, flietefore, has to come out specifically with 
a definite plan of action to give a fair deal to these sections, 
as the market driven economy is known to ignore the 
interests of weaker sections in the short run. 

Q. 3. Give a brief account of peasant uprisings 
egalnst the British during die nineteenth centu^. 

Ans. Economic exploitation by the British bted wide 
discontentment among all the classes, particularly in the 


rural areas where the people were worst hit by the ex- 
ploitating policies. Zamindari system promoted by the 
British only ensured prosperity of the British empire and 
the Zamindars by exploiting the poor peasants. Several 
uprisings by peasants against the Zamindars and British 
Empire gave expression to the feelings of millions of In¬ 
dian masses. Some of such uprisings during the 
mneteenth century are as under: 

(rt) Contract farming enforced by the Zamindars of 
Bihar and Bengal during the 1830s created a lot of resent¬ 
ment among the indigo and tea planters. Malpractices 
adopted by the contractors resulted in low wages, low 
earnings and slave-like conditions to the cultivators who 
were not allowed to grow any other crop. By the year 1858, 
the resentment snowballed into rebellion and repre¬ 
sentatives of 92 affacted villages held a conference at 
jayarampur in which a pledge was taken not to cultivate 
indigo, even by risking their lives. By 1860, the agitation 
spread to all indigo cultivating areas and finally the 
government had to succumb to the pressure of the farmers 
and decided to discontinue the plantation of indigo in 
Bengal. The problem, however, continued in Bihar which 
was finally settled Mahatma Gandhi in 1917, after a 
brief movement in Champaran. 

(b) In 1870s, the cultivators in Maharashtra felt agitated 
over the oppression by the local money-lenders called 
"Sahukars". The problem went out of hands when the 
government asses^ the land revenue excessively high, 
which resulted in poverty and indebtedness of the rural 
mass(‘s. Initially there was a revolt against the "Sahukars" in 
1874 in Kardeh in Poona District, and people forced the 
Marwari Sahukars to leave the village. This spread to the 
odier villages and in 1875 the movement also turned violent. 
The government suppressed the movement with an iron 
hand without taking any reformative measures to stop the 
exploi tation of the poor cultivators. 

(c) Similar rebellion known as Moplah uprising took 
place in Malabar in the nineteenth century. Moplahs were 
mostly Muslim cultivators and had strong feelings against 
the white, as Portuguese had engaged in forceful conver¬ 
sions of Moplah Muslims to Christianity. But main cause 
was economic, as this class was exptoited by moitey- 
lenders who were high class Hindus. With the govern¬ 
ment support, these money-lenders exploited Moplahs, 
who took recourse to violent means to remove their 
grievances. Their target were the money-lenders and the 
government offlcials who supported ttiem. Between 1836 
to 1854, Moplahs revolted twenty two times, lliese revedts 
were repeated again towards die end of die century, in the 
form of group terrorism. The foremost reason was 
economic exploitatton which was aedvety assisted by die 
Briti^ government, ^orts have been mMe in the past to 
brand Mc^lahs rdieltirsis as comnuimal uptlair^ buta|l 
diese uprisings were btsdcall^ guided agahiit iSK* 
ploitadve policies the Bridsh'and Bieir instalments oi 
exploitation. 
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CAREER 


Indian Navy 


Indian f^avy offers a rewarding and 
adventurous career to the aspirant can¬ 
didates, both men and women Till 
recently only male candidates were 
eligible to join the Indian Navy, but of 
late women candidates are also eligible 
for short-service commission in the law, 
logistics, education and Air Draffic Con¬ 
trol (ATC) branches rf the Indum Navy. 
For remaming branches/types of entries 
only male candidates are eligible 

The job offered by the Indian 
Navy is very different from the 
routine jobs provided by most of the 
Government officcs/departments. 
The dose regimental life provides ex¬ 
cellent opportunities for socialising 
within an environment, with a c|ose 
filing of espril-de-corps. in addition 
to ample opportunities of visiting 
several places in India and abroach 
the job provides various privileges 
like excellent furnished accommoda¬ 
tion at concessional rates, good 
education for the children, proper 
and tree medical fadlities, free food, 
leave travel concessiem, etc. 

Career as an Officer 

A variety of opportunities are 
available to the candidates to join the 
Navy in any of ite five branmes viz 
Executive Branch, Education Branch, 
Engineering Branch, Engineering 
(Naval Architects) and Electrical 
Branch. Other than Engineering 
(Naval Architects), all other branches 
also offer the short-service commis¬ 
sion In addition to the pemianent 
commission. The short service com¬ 
mission In the Executive and Educa¬ 
tion Branches is also oBieced to the 
female candidates, while permanent 
commission in these two Branches as 
well as all types of entry to Bie other 
Branches is restricted to male can¬ 
didates only. 

National Defence Academy 
ONDA) Examination is the first and 
one of fite ddest means of recruiting 
the cadets to tite Indian Navy. Other 
than tiie Education IKtanch, all the 
other branches have tbcrtiitment 
tiuou^ the NDA Examination to tiie 
NDA or Naval Acadony, Goa. This 


entry is restricted to the male can¬ 
didates who are between 16.5 to 19 
years of age. The educational 
qualification is 10 + 2 examination 
with Physics, Chemistty and Mathe¬ 
matics. Other than the Executive 
Branch, all other brancht^ are known 
as technical branches where, in the 10 
+ 2 examination, the candidates must 
have minimum 50 per cent marks in 
English and 70 per cent marks in ag¬ 
gregate of Physics, Chemistry and 
Mathematics. The candidates are 
called for SSB interviews separately 
on the basis of their academic ment. 
The NDA examination is conducted 
twice every year by the Union Public 
Service Commission and due 
publicity is given in almost all nation¬ 
al and important regional 
newspapers, besides a detailed ad¬ 
vertisement in the Employment 
News. The Examination is conducted 
in April/May and September/Oc- 
tnber every year The examination is. 
of objective type having multiple 
choice answers on General 
Knowledge, General English and 
simple questions on Physics and 
MatWmatics. The successful can¬ 
didates are required to appear before 
the Services Selection Board (SSB) for 
interviews. The successful can¬ 
didates in the SSB interview, after 
qualifying the medical examination, 
are r^uired to undety;o three-year 
training in the NDA and one-year 
training at the Naval Academy before 
getting commissioned. The technical 
entry candidates (for Engineering, 
Naval Architects and Electrical 
Branches) undergo their training at 
the Naval Academy as well as on the 
ship for 3.5 years before becoming 
midshipmen for another one year 

There is another category of of- ! 
fleers known as university entry can¬ 
didates. Ihis entry is applicable to the 
candidates in the Engineering, Naval 
Architects and Electrical Branches 
only. The university entry is for tiie 
candidates in pre-final and final 
t^rs of the ccsicemed degree. For 
Engineering Branch, candidates in 


the pre-final and final years tm 
Marine/ Mechanical/AeronautB 
cal/Metallurgical Engineering <w 
equivalent degree are eligible. HiJ 
selection is made at this stage by 
interview and the candidates are nS 
quired to report at the concerned 
academy after completing the ena 
gineering degree. For Naval AnS 
chitects, the candidates should ba 
studying in the Naval Architecture^ 
Mechanical/Aeronautical/CivO/Me-1 
taliurgical Engineering. Smilarly,fon 
Electrical Branch tiie requirement » 
Electrical /Electronic/Tclecommurri 4 
cation Engineering. B 

Another entry to the Indian Navy! 
IS known as Direct Entry. Directentrys 
means that the candidates join titw 
concerned Branch of the Indian Navy* 
atter completing the required degree/ 
after they qualify the SSB interview 
and the requisite medical examina¬ 
tion. Direct Entry (permanent com-; 
mission) commission is available 
several cadres in all the Branches, bf 
the Executive Branch, Direct entry i» 
available for Naval Armament In¬ 
spection Cadre and Law Cadre. Tm 
age limit for these entries is 195 to 
years and 22 to 27 years respectively. 
For Naval Armament Inspection 
Cadre an engineering degree in 
Eiectronic/Electrical/Mcchanical or 
a post-graduate degree in Electronics 
and Physics is required. For Law 
Cadre direct entry candidates, a de-' 
gree in law with minimum of 55 per 
cent marks is tite essential education¬ 
al qualification. For Education 
Branch the wily mode of recruitment 
is direct entry with 21 to 25 years of 
age. The required educational 
qualifications are engineering degree 
in Mechanical/Electrical/Computec, 
Science/Technology or second class' 
post-graduate degree in Physics, 
Mathematics, Computer Science, < 
Economics,, History or Political j 
Science. This entry muld be tor tiie I 
permanent commii^on Or the short ' 
service commission. C^rect entry i» j 
also available for Engineering BraiK^ ; 
(Marine En^neerin^ and Qectricai 
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inch where the candidates can join 
permanent coxiunission officer or 
>rt service commission ofScer. The 
educational qualification is an en- 
jgree in the subjects men- 
e for university entry, for 
,^he concerned branch. For Engineer¬ 
ing (Naval Architects), however, 
j^rect entry is available only for the 
^^permancnt commission and the req- 
iriU!^te qualification is a degree in the 
^concerned subjects (as in case of 
['j^tttiiversity entry). 

tC In addition to the above entries 
I'for getting commission as officers, 
[ yhort service commission is also 
[I available as direct entry in Law 
Cadre, Logistics Cadre and Air Traf- 

1 ’^ Control of the Executive Branch. 
While for Law Cadre minimum 
(Qualification is a degree in Law with 
minimum 55 per cent marks, the 
same for Logistic Cadre is second 
‘Class graduation in any subject with a 
diploma in Material/Financial 
} Management. The academic 
Qualification for short service com- 
^ piission in ATC is second class B Sc 
Wldi Physics and Mathematics. Age 
•'.limit for Law Cadre is 22 to 27 years, 
. while for ATC and Logistics Cadre it 
^ is 19.5 to 25 years. 

i As an Artificer Apprentice 

’’ Artificer is an important func- 
fionary in the Navy, in addition to the 
technical duty of operation and 
maintaining one of the most complex 
S)rstems and sophisticated equip- 
t ment fitted in the shira, submarines 
and aircraft of the Navy, an 
Artificer's responsibility also in¬ 
cludes management of the most com¬ 
plex machines in the world—the 
, men. Candidates between 15 to 18 
;-yMn of age, with matriculation in 
first division (more than 60 per 
' '.cant), with Mathematics and Physics, 
•re selected as artificers after a 
; prelimiiuiry screening, medical ex- 
'1 aimination, written examination and 
interview. Selected candidates are 
y^'jgiven four-year training and on suc- 
"MHiful completion of training the 
* candidates are treated to nave 
• VQUalified a diploma in Electri- 
'’•pal/Mechanical/Aeronautical En- 
li^Uineering. This diploma is approved 
7^ die (Merriment of India. During 
buJldttg, which is imparted free of 
f cost/ fiN candidates are provided 


with free food, accommodation, 
uniform, medical facilities etc, in ad¬ 
dition to a monthly stipend of Rs. 
800/- per month (approx.). 

The screening and medical test is 
held by the concerned Recruiting of¬ 
ficer and the candidates declared suc¬ 
cessful are then called for a written 
test in English, Mathematics and 
Science. The question papers are 
bilingual—in Hindi as well as 
English—and the candidates have 
the option of answering the questions 
in eimer language. A limited number 
of candidates, high in the merit, 
depending on the number of vacan¬ 
cies, are called for a personal inter¬ 
view. The successful candidates are 
then finally examined medically 
before an offer for training is given to 
them. More details about the ex¬ 
amination can be obtained from the 
Director Manpower Planning and 
Recruitment, Naval Headquarters, 
New Delhi—110011. 

As a Sailor (Matriculate 
Entry) 

Candidates with more than 55 
per cent marks in matriculation with 
17 to 20 years of age, can try to get | 
recruited as a sailor in the Indian j 
Navy Such candidates can be in¬ 
ducted into the Communication, 
Electrical, Medical, Engineering, 
Seaman, Writer, Store Assistants or 
Naval Aviation Branches. Candidates 
with less than 55 per cent marks in 
matriculation examination can also 
be considered if they obtain mini¬ 
mum o(,55 per cent marks in a higher 
board examination. Recruitment to 
the above Branches of Indian Navy is 
made at over 70 recruiting centres 
spread aU over the country. 

In addition to the matriculate 
entries, recruitment is made as sailor 
to certain Branches out of non¬ 
matriculate candidates. These in¬ 
clude the categories of musicians and 
seaman (as acting Petty Officers ex¬ 
clusively for outstanding 
sportsmen). Age limit for these 
categories is 17 to 20 years and 17 to 
22 years, respectively. The informa¬ 
tion regarding dates of lecruitmoit at, 
a particular recruitment centre can be' 
had from the Directorate of Man¬ 
power Planning and Recruitment. 
(Address already given). 


How to Prepare? 

Getting selected at a desired level 
and in the desired Branch of Indian 
Navy is not an easy job. Most of the 
candidates who desire to join the 
Navy as commissioned Officers have 
either to take the NDA exarflination 
or examination under 10 + 2 Techni¬ 
cal Cadet Entry Scheme. Due to the 
excellent career prospects and adven¬ 
turous nature of job, there is quite a 
keen competition at every level and 
the candidates have to prepare them¬ 
selves thoroughly for getting 
through. While adequate preparation 
is required in the commem subjects 
like General English and General 
Knowledge, the candidates must also 
be thoroughly equipped to take the 
SSB interview successfully. 

Basic requirement, therefore, is a 
good base in the General Knowledge, 
current affairs and General English. 
Our academic system, no doubt, 
prepares every serious student well 
in these a.spects, but to be successful 
in a keenly contested competition, 
there is a need to make some special 
preparations to have an edge over the 
other candidates. Regular reading of 
the Competition Master not only 
brushes up the General Knowledge 
and English language, but also assists 
a candidate in gaining selected and 
important pieces of knowledge from 
the examination point of view. In 
depth analysis of the topics of nation¬ 
al and international importance in' 
features and articles of CM make 
available to foe candidates best pos¬ 
sible update on the current affairs 
and G.K. 

For recruitment to most of the 
posts, interview is an integral part— 
be it SSB interview or conventional 
personal interview. It is a matter of 
common belief that the extent of foe 
knowledge of candidate usually 
determines his/her self-confidence 
in any interview. And mote confident 
a candidate, better 49 likely to be 
his/her performance in the inter¬ 
view. Being a knowledge capsule CM 
enhances the level of Imowled^ of a 
candidate ra|ridly and assists in bet¬ 
ter understanding of foe complex is¬ 
sues of importance. Above all, hard 
work arid will to succeed are foe two 
most important pre-requisites for any 
candidate to succeed. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Self-praise is no 
recommendation 

Q. 'Self-praise is no recommen¬ 
dation/ Express your views on the 
above proverb. Substantiate your 
views by giving instances, examples 
from your reading, experience and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Blowing one's own trum¬ 
pet may cause a ripple in the calm 
waters of social life but to make a 
mark and leave a lasting impression 
on tltc moving sands of time, one has 
to show merit and rise to the oc¬ 
casion. History is replete with the 
names of those whose creative genius 
and innovative ingenuity knew no 
excuses nor any props other than 
their own convictions and concrete 
actions. If today we remember them 
with gratitude, it is because of their 
contributions in enriching life in all 
possible hues. They were men not 
given to boasting but specimens of 
excellence in thought and action. 
Their selfless services for the com¬ 
mon good of the common people is 
the stronge.st point of reference and 
recommendation. 

For the discreet ears and eyes, 
deeds speak louder than words. 
Those who try to flout this golden 
principle of life and hope to earn 
praise from fair-weather friends and 
flatterers become objects of ridicule 
in the long run. An act of courage tells 
more about a personality than a 
thousand words thrown arormd in 
self-praise. ' 

Self-praise is like a bubble, hol¬ 
low from inside and nebulous from 
outside. It may feed the variety of 
those who wish to live in their own 
make-believe world, but for men of 
destiny, it is the most detestable 
device and deam of huiitan (charac¬ 
ter. Those who shape and shai|MO the 
contours of life not indvd» m 
the futile exdoise of sel^lorihcmon. 
AccolSdes run after those ^un. 


them. The great minds of all times, 
think ahead of their period and act 
much higher than the common folk. 
Singers sing songs in their praises 
and historian shower the choicest ad¬ 
jectives with their names. Today 
when wc talk of great minds of the 
past with veneration, it is because of 
their far-sight and forlh-right percep¬ 
tions which have enabled us to fly in 
the air and conquer time and space in 
no time. 

The nobel laureates are those 
men and women of this era who 
never craved for name and fame. 
They did not engage professional 
poets or singers to promote their in¬ 
terests among unknown quarters. 
Their work and worth was palpable 
enough to make them stand out uni¬ 
que among millions and millions of 
ordinary mortal-s. Whether we think 
of discoverers or inventors, artists or 
writers, warriors or pacifists, scien¬ 
tists or academicians, scholars or 
saints, the very mention of 'self- 

E raise' was an anathema for them. 

'nlike the lords, nawabs and their 
like of the past whose entire lives 
were spent in enhancing their image 
through the efforts of hired 'image 
builders', with no positive results. 

Identity cards and electoral 
reforms 

Q. Issuing identity cards is a 
major step towards electoral 
reforms. Give two arguments in 
favour and two arguments against 
die given statement. 

Arguments in favour of the 
statement 

1. There is no gainsaying the un¬ 
pleasant fact that over the years, In¬ 
dian electoral system has dcvelriped 
many distortions. Oie of such aber¬ 
rations is the proxy voting in a num¬ 
ber of States with no fear of either the 
Election Commission or the election 
Jaws enacted from time to time. It is 
only when the malady of bogus 


voting started eroding people's ccj 
fidence that the need to issue 
identity cards to all eligible vo^ 
was felt, both by the political parti 
and conscientious public opiniq 
One of the recommendations of Go 
wami Committee got first priority i 
the hands of CEC, notwithstandirj 
the opposition by some States on ett 
count of the enormous expenditu^ 
involved in the exercise. It is be^ 
hopefully felt that the issuing ( 
photo identity cards would put ^ 
nail in the coffin of rigging m» 
stamping of ballot papers, fordi; 
snatching of ballot boxes and the lilw 

2 . Those who advocate the ism 
ing of identity cards are the rig^^ 
thinking peopie who would like W 
in.sulate the Indian electoral systeili 
from the stigma of 'might is rigb^ 
There i.s every likeliho^ that onci 
the voters are issued photo identfj^ 
cards, voting by proxy or coercion 
would lose much of its ugly manife# 
tation and voters, especially thoaj 
belonging to the weaker and 
nerablc sections, would be able to ab 
ercise their voting rights according (if 
their free will and choice. 

Arguments against the statemmit 

1 . Undoubtedly there are no twijj 
opinions on the justificatiem of issik 
ing identity cards to voters but 
conclude that only such a step weak 
rid the electoral system of its glaring 
distortions is to miss the point ]ust4M 
a single swallow does not u^er te 
summer, similarly a single refomii 
however solid and sincere it may 
cannot cleaitse the system that is sue 
fering from so many ills like toe uM 
or misuse of caste or religion, ca^ 
crime an(f corruption. Those wHii 
vociferously voice the issuing .ot 
identity cai;^s as a panacea for all totf 
evils that have crept into the clecton[| 
system are not only deluding thfflMt^ 
selves but also the peopie at large. 

a 

2. Over the years, the In<itai| 
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r^toral system has absorbed in its 
[jfeam the poison of 'criminalisation 
jj politics'. The hold of caste, 
■^ligion, muscle power, etc has be- 
^^june so strong in some parts of the 
jli^untry that mere issuing of identity 
|iTds would not alter the sordid 
^tuation. The nasty forces, in col- 
with powerful politicians, law 
^'hfbrcing audiorities and the man¬ 
darins of media, have to be crushed 
• efore we can hope to achieve any 
wteoningful improvement m the In- 
(”ian electoral system. 

1 Curbing terrorism 
I Q* Suggest three effective 
^ 0 ea 8 ures of curbing terrorism. Ex> 

E how the measures being sug- 
by you would be helpful. 

IS. Like corruption, terrorism 
world phenomenon Bothsig- 
nister symptoms of an ailing 
conomic scenario, where the 
rators are out to tear apart the 
1 fabric of a homogeneous polity. In 
recent years terrorism in collusion 
illicit traffic in arms and drugs, 
hds assumed dreadful dimensions 
With international overtones and 
jworld-wide vibrations. National 
{Security or intelligence agencies in 
i^lose collaboration with their 
‘counter-parts across the board have 
'been engaged in countering the 
nefarious designs of both the ter- 
Torists as well as the drug barons, 
with some rewarding results. In 
India, terrorists have been operating 
mostly in border States with die ac- 
>tive assistance and abetment from 
across the borders. In order to contain 
■their spreading fangs and curb tiheir 
destructive powers, ^he following 
measures—^preventive, punitive and I 
positive—can certainly put a damper 
on terrorism in the not too distant 
future. 

The worst affected States by ter¬ 
rorism should modernise their police 
•nd intelligence forces and procure 
need-based high-tech equipment in¬ 
cluding communications system to 
deal e&ctively with any eventuality. 
The exit points of all vulnerable and 
fipmortant cities should be linked 
Iwim communication diarmels and if 
ineed be, diey ^ould be blocked. By 
ebengtiiening the intelligence agen¬ 


cies, the movement of terrorists from 
one State to the other can be 
monitored. In this way they can be 
forced either to come out in the open 
from their hide-outs, or face starva¬ 
tion or immobilization in their safe 
havens. Besides, the other effective 
step can be the sealing of borders so 
that no outside help reaches the ter¬ 
rorists. 

Hard core terrorists, whose loyal¬ 
ties are neither with the ca use or with 
the people at laige, should be made to 
suffer for their treacherous acts. 
Those holding the entire society to 
ransom and indulging in all sorts of 
crimes like mindless killings, kidnap¬ 
pings, and the like, should be forc^ 
to p>ay price in commensurate with 
their deadly deeds. No mercy should 
be shown for such terrorists as have 
been responsible for wanton killings 
of innocent people. Punitive 
measures like these would surely 
deter others from choosing the gory 
path of terrorism. 

Last but not least is the positive 
measure of showing concern and 
compassion for those who were 
misled or forced to join the ranks of 
terrorists. Those who surrender and 
wish to join the mainstream of life, 
should be properly screened and 
then rehabilitated. Ilie causes of ter¬ 
rorism, if found existing in the 
prevailing socio-economic set-up, 
should be analysed and remedial 
measures taken to meet the menace of 
terrorism headlong. 

Human beings without hair 

Q. "Suppose human beings did 
not have hair." Explain three pos¬ 
sible consequences of such a situa¬ 
tion. 

Ans. Human body, since its in¬ 
ception and conception, has under¬ 
gone innumerable changes on the 
physical, emotional and intellectual 
planes. If the earliest human beings 
were ail covered with hair, the 
presait ones are fine specimens of all 
organs at their proper places and in 
complete harmony wiffi each other as 
far as their functions and reactions 
are concerned. If by some colossal 
curse or as a result of some 
catastrophe, natural or man-made. 


human beings lost their hair, the fol¬ 
lowing consequences are bound to 
haunt one and all. 

First of all, beauty, which is al¬ 
ready a nine days' wonder, would 
disappear altogether from human 
personality, especially from the 
female sex, when the entire mass of 
humanity becomes hairless or bald. 
In future, the 'beauty contests' would 
be, not among those who nurse and 
nurture their hair and tune them to 
their tastes and current styles, but 
among ttie 'bald beauties', the very 
thought of which is repugnant and 
repulsive 

Secondly, bald heads roaming 
here and there, and shining like a 
clean slate everywhere, may cause a 
lot of confusion as to whom among 
them are males or females. It may be 
feasible some day to feed all the 
hungry of the world by pooling 
resources into a common fund, but to 
grow hair on everybody's head may 
prove an impossible task. Even to 
make wigs for all the 'balds' may 
result in futility. Without natural hair, 
human beings would be deprived of 
the god-given 'cover or protection' 
during extreme heat or cold condi¬ 
tions. Sun-strokes in hot countries 
and bold-cold in cold countries may 
become a routine occurrence. 

Thirdly, all such industries, big, 
small or medium, as are engaged in 
the manufacture of hair-oils, or 
tonics, hair-dyes, hair pins, combs, 
and ffie like would close down their 
shops. Saloons, beauty parlours, and 
all those associated with the business 
of grooming hair, turning and twis^ 
ing them to the customer's choice or 
like, would become idle and jobless. 
In this way, millions of workers 
would lose their means of livelihood, 
leading ffie social unrest and what 
not. The coming generations 
'without hair' on their heads, 
would only read or know about 
qualities, and styles of hair, from 
books or pictures of the past. Their 
desire to nave hair like their ances¬ 
tors would end in smoke. AlasI 
What this world would look like 
wh«i human beings did not have 
hair, is a tragedj^ that sends chill 
down tile spine of aU. 
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Argumentative Questions on 
Sociai and Economic Probiems 


Growing Populism 

Q. State Assembly elections 
during recent times saw the increas- 
ing use of economic populism to 
woo voters. Give arguments For and 
Against this growing tendency. 

Ans. Irrespective oftvlitdi political 
parly ultimately secured power in each of 
the recent State Assembly elections, post 
election trends suggested the surrender of 
economic sense to political gamesman¬ 
ship, The beginning came in the form of 
promises made by Telegit Desam in 
A ndhra Pradesh to supply nee at Rs 2 per 
kg. In this case, figures reivated tlwt 
depending on the issue price, the subsidy 
burden on the State exchequer could he 
anything between Rs 1584 crore to Rs 
1916 crore per annum Similar practice 
was adopted by Mr Deve Gowda's party 
m Karnataka and later also, by the Con¬ 
gress in Gujarat and Onssa, the Janata 
Dal in Orissa and the BjP in 
Maharashtra, Gujarat and in Bihar. 
Reckless promises were made by both 
Congress and non-Congress leaders to 
woo the electorate on the assumption that 
populist promises would yield better elec¬ 
toral rewards. Has promising the moon 
become second nature to poUndans? Is it 
economically sensible to make such 
promises witlwmt first trying to judge the 
costs (fsudt schemes to Stateandnation¬ 
al exwequer? Aren't the planners then 
justified if they go through nightmares on 
account of sum hollow promises? In a 
situation, where e^fforts are neaied to 
maintain strict fiscal disdpline, does it 
make sense to impose suck heavy burdens 
ontheeeoHonqf? ' 

Aigtqhctiti For the View 

1. Tlie ultimate djjective of idl 


reforms is removal of poverty. Thus 
one has to take a broader view of such 
"populist" measures. The distribu¬ 
tion of the costs of reforms is as im¬ 
portant, if not more than, the 
management of macroeconomic 
parameters like foreign exchange 
reserves Reforms need to be more 
sensitive to the poor if they are to 
succeed m a democratic polity. 

2. With the way reforms have 
been carried out, agricultural 
reforms have almost been delayed. 
Most of the time, critical factors are 
managed as if they are important 
only in their capacity as macro- 
economic indicators and not in rela¬ 
tion to the poor. For example, there 
is no point in saying that Inflation is 
below the double digit mark, when 
the poor get priced out of public 
distribution. 

3. Cheap food doesn't necessari¬ 
ly mean fiscal imbalance. There are 
no steps taken to curb expenditures 
in other areas of government— 
defence, for example. Proper alloca¬ 
tion of food subsidy would 
automatically ease out the conflict be¬ 
tween cheap food and fiscal dis¬ 
dpline. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Such schemes cause a heavy 
burden on flie State exchequer. This 
results in neglect of other basic 
amenities to be provided to the 
people by the State governments. 
Education, public health and wdfare 
could suffer. Resource shortage 
shoifld be tackled thiou^ more in¬ 
novative options (including private 
flnandng). 


2. It is a reflection of fiscal inv-! 

balance and indiscipline. Fiscal ir¬ 
responsibility in the States erodes 
social and physical infrastructure, 
and growth is impeded. When the. 
entire country is striving hard to 
maintain fiscal balance and cut un>. 
necessary expenditures. State 
governments ought to show greater 
responsibility and a willingness to 
put an end to fiscal sins. J 

3. Such schemes are a sign of the § 
growing political interference with I 
the functioning of the economy. The 
incremental harm that unattended 
maintenance of capital assets and ‘ 
fund starv'ed health and educational 
services render is less spectacular 
than the immediate impact of visible ^ 
subsidy. Thus politicians opt for die ‘ 
latter. 

Public projects and 
Litigation 

Q. As a remedy for the delays, 
caused in public projeirfa due to 
writs filed by different vested inter' 
ests, udio at times have a very weak 
case, the Supreme Court recently 
passed a ruling that any person loos* 
ing his case in the courts will be held 
responsible for stalling public . 
projects and would have to pay 
damages and escalation in project 
cost. Comment 

Ans. The Supreme Court had , 
recently ruled that any person found 
responsible for stalling work on a 
project for public purpose, throt^ 
court injunctions, would be liable to 
pay damages and escalation in toe 
project cost, to toe authority con* 
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ned, if he loses the case. 

The apex court added that "thus 
J^KOcedure would act as a check on 
^;ri>iise of the process of the court and 
^^dequately compensate the damages 
ii^ury suffered by the defendant 
»y act of court at the behest of the 
fplaintiff". 

I* The verdict was a fall-out of an 
I appeal by a group of tenants of a 
I double storeyed building at Kotwal 
iChowk in Pune, which the local 
municipality had acquired in 1966 for 
widening the road and clearing traf¬ 
fic congestion. 


I The decision of the Apex Court is 
i welcome as it would help in saving 
f the public money wasted due to 
delays in completing projects. 
Frivolous litigation has been a cause 
of delay in implementation of many 
projects of imporUince to the country. 
. ^Rie escalation in costs, due to delays, 
t becomes a huge burden on the 
' •government exchequer. Those 
ptojects that are meant for public 
grxxi should be compensated by the 
plaintiff if he loses. Interests of the 
society should not be compromised. 
Moreover, stay orders, when given 
without discretion, can result in 
scandalising and politicising of the 
, courts. 


But, the other side of the case is 
equally strong. Is it justified to ask a 
person to pay the escalated costs just 
, b^use justice takes a long time in 
tfiis country? Stay orders arc to be 
given only if (a) there is a prima facie 
cose vtdiich is likely to succeed; {b) the 
balance of convenience lies in the 
favour of the plaintiff; and (r) the 
plaintiff claims that he would suffer 
• Jnepairable loss if the stay order is 
not granted. The fault lies with the 
^^fwesent legal system which revolves 
' around improper application of laws 
and results in a numter of stay orders 
bdng granted indiscriminately. Also 
' itis unjustified to ask a common man 
to pay the escalated costs fur a delay 
fiiat is caused due to the working of 
Ae judicial system. In effect, it 
amounts to shifting the burden of the 
’court to fhecitiaen. 


Multinationals—Boon or 
Menace? 

Q What role do multinational 
corpontions play in file economy of 
nations? Give reasons for and 
Against the view that they are indis¬ 
pensable for world progress. 

Ans. Multimtional corporations 
are again in the nem. The term can be 
defined variously. A soniewlud narrow 
d^mtion is: a parent company that con¬ 
trols a large cluster of corporations of 
various nationalities. At the other end of 
the spectrum is the broad definition 
which covers all the enterprises conlrol- 
ing the assets of factories, mines, sales 
offices and allied establishments in two or 
more countries. The latter is the defini¬ 
tion the United Nations had adopted in 
its 1973 study entitled "Multinational 
Corporation in World Development". 
The information research centre set up in 
September 1975 at the instance of the 
Commission on Transnational Corpora¬ 
tion was asked to involve a definition. 
The reality is thatm the economic sphere 
these multinational corporations have 
exploited the under-developed and 
developing countries by making *he best 
possible use, from their point of view, (f 
the raw materials in these backward 
regions and using it to manufacture 
products through tohich they ensure 
heavy profits far themselves. Many sec¬ 
tions of people in Hits country nave been 
demanding strict control over these cor¬ 
porations because of the continuous ex¬ 
ploitation of national resources and the 
setback to national industries, and, even 
more so, the subversive activities cf some 
of these multinatioruils. 

Arguments in Favour of 
Multinationals 

1. The internal resources of the 
under-developed or developing 
countries are seldom adequate for 
their speedy economic development. 
Unless foreign capital and foreign 
technology come to the rescue of 
these countries, they would remain 
backward for decades, or at best 
progress at a very slow speed. The 
multinationals expedite the proceK 
of economic development and thus 
play a useful rde. 


2. The multinationals bring the 
latest technology and know-how to 
relatively backward countries; such 
technology would otherwise not be 
forthcoming except at a colossal cost 
which the host countries cannot af¬ 
ford. 

3. In the process of setting up 
factories in developing countries, 
these giant internationals help not 
only to train local technicians in the 
latest technological and manufactiu'- 
ing processes but also help in the 
employnwnt of thousands of persons 
of these countries. They are, thore- 
tore, instrumental in partly tackling 
the ever-increasing problem ot im- 
cmployment. The direct and indirect 
economic gains to the host countries 
arc by no means small 

4. The consumer also stands to 
gain because he gets a number of ar¬ 
ticles of daily use at a relatively low 
cost. The quality is also assured be¬ 
cause these international corpora¬ 
tions have their reputation to 
safeguard. They do not indulge in 
commercial mal-practices and, there¬ 
fore, help in establishing high busi¬ 
ness standards. They also take the 
lead in commercial publicity and 
marketing techniques. 

5. Once the important role of 
foreign capital is recognised and the 
utility of foreign technology con¬ 
ceded, there is no point in restricting 
the entry and operation of multina-* 
tionals. Unless these corporations arc 
allowed facilities in respect of licen¬ 
ces, securing of raw materials, some 
regulation of the distribution chan¬ 
nels and also some concessions in 
repatriating profits to their principals 
abroad, they will not have the requi¬ 
site incentives for their economic 
operatirais. The choice, therefore, lies 
between granting some incentives 
and economic concessions to these 
corporations and remaining without 
their services altogetlier. 

Arguments A^inst Multinationals 

1. These giant multinationals 
are known to have exploited in¬ 
digenous resources and the local 
people to such an extent that their 
activities became scandalous. Once 
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they get safely entrenched in a back¬ 
ward country, they repatriate sub¬ 
stantial profits and thus act as a drain 
on the resources of that country. Their 
assets and their margins of profit 
have become so high that no national 
business cemeem can compete with 
them. Their shareholdings continue 
to be held, by and large, by foreign¬ 
ers. To that extent, the economic loss 
to the host country is quite substan¬ 
tial. 

2. As long as the.se multination¬ 
als operate, the indigenous industries 
in those industrial spheres cannot 
flourish. The competition between 
the two is totaliy unfair and unequal. 
In 1970s, even all the national soap 
manufacturers combining together 
and carrying on a joint publicity cam¬ 
paign to expose the tactics of the mul¬ 
tinationals, could not succeed in 
breaking the near-monopoly of some 
foreign concerns manufacturing this 
article of common use. This expo.sed 
the serious dangers to the economy of 
the host country. 

3. The giant corporations 
steadily open out and go on estab¬ 
lishing branch after branch in a par¬ 
ticular region, capturing the market 
in several allied products also. Thus 
they erode not only national en¬ 
deavour but also national resources. 
The subsidiaries which they estab¬ 
lish, often with the co-operation of 
Indian industrialists, are just a 
facade. The foreigners continue to be 
the real owners, corner the major por¬ 
tion of the profits and pull all the 
strings. 

4. The subversive and other 
political activities of diese multina¬ 
tionals have also been causing a great 
deal of concern in the countries of 
their operation. It is even suspected 
that the CIA has been working 
through some of these multination- 
ais. All this shows that these corpora¬ 
tions are a bigger danger to the 
sovereignty and hreedom of many 
vulnerable countries than thb ar¬ 
senals and the nuclear stodq;!^ of 
the Big Powers. Their reach is global 
and ever increasing. Their m^ods 
of operation are subde and insidious. 


There have been instances when they 
have tried to overthrow or "de¬ 
stabilise" political regimes they hap¬ 
pen to dislike. Economics and 
politics go hand in hand in the 
foreign policies of the U.S.A. in par¬ 
ticular. Obviously, multinationals 
have to be watched with care if the 
country of their operation is to ensure 
its economic and political inde¬ 
pendence. 

Prohibition 

Q. Recently the government of 
Andhra Pradesh announced its 
decision to introduce prohibition of 
liquor in the State. Even production 
is banned. Discuss the feasibility of 
this social reform. 

Ans. Prohibition has been tried in 
most of the Stales and also in foreign 
countries But most of these States lad to 
completely or partially abandon their 
prohibition policy because it was found 
impracticable in view of the fist-sprmd- 
mg Imbit of dnnhng liquor. Moreover, 
the excise duties on liquor are a major 
source of revenue to the States and the 
various governments found they could 
not sacrifice it for the sake of a principle 
Even in the case of Andhra Pradesh more 
than 60% of the State revenue depended 
on liquor sales 

Arguments for Prohibition 

1. The use of liquor has been 
found very harmful to the human 
body. It creates a totally false sense of 
well-being. It is a narcotic that 
damages vital organs like liver and 
brain. Mahatama Gandhi repeatedly 
said: "Alcohol ruins one physically, 
morally, intellectually and economi¬ 
cally. 

2. The theory that liquor brings in 
considerable revenue to the State 
which can be spent fruitfully on 
projects to promote public welfare is 
false and misleading. Every rupee 
that a bottle of liquor brings to the 
State exchequer costs the nation more 
than Rs 4. Consumption of liquor in¬ 
creases aime and ritins tiie health of 
tile people. The State has to spend 
huge amount of money to check 
crime and to provide health services 
to Bos affected people. Thus the State 


ends up spending much more than H 
actually earns from Uquw sales. I 

3. Alcohol ruins the poor faf 

more rapidly and effectively than t» 
rich and is therefore doubly OM 
noxious. The money saved tty rM 
consuming liquor can certaittiy tiii 
used for the betterment of self atn 
other members of the family. S 

4. It is wrong to suppose that tiiK 
suppression of one evil necessarilyi 
leads to the emergence of anotheei 
Great social advances have takeriS 
place in many countries without such 
out-breaks of evils to replace tiie use 
of liquor. 

Arguments Against Prohibition 

1. Prohibitiem has been found to 
be totally impracticable wherever it 
has been tried. For one thing it vio- 
lates one's personal sphere and liber¬ 
ty. The misdeeds of a few persons 
who drink excessively and prove a 
social nuisance is no reason to inta^| 
fere witii tiie personal habits of tile 1 
citizens. 

2. Prohibition was tried in l^A 
and had to be abandoned because of 
large scale violations of tiie law and 
the general disregard of the restric¬ 
tions on the use of liquor. Attempts to' 
restrict the use of liquor resulted in 
the popularity of other drugs and 
developed widespread corruption in 
the administrative machinery. 

3. Prohibition has also been seen; 
to help increase production of illicit, 
liquor which is more harmful tiuuv^ 
the legally produced liqiior. There tsl 
also a financial disadvantage to tiie 
State. On the one hand there is a loss, 
of revenue, on the other hand mom 
money is to be spent to enforce 
prohibitiem. 

4. Habits like drinking carmot be. 
dealt by law. What is necessary i$ so¬ 
cial education and the building up oi 
public opinion. The force of public 
opinion and of mass educatiem is for 
more effective than mere legislation. 
Prohibition only encourages illicit 
prcxiuction and results in loss of 
revenue. It does not do any good to 
the cemimon man who, infact, suffers 
more due to prohibition. 
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OBJEaiVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


[ENGUSH LANGUAGE 


The (fuestions giveit behnu xvere set 
the BSRB, Calcutta in an examinatton 
}ieU recently. \ 



the most famous of them all was this 
^tle observecwho had studied and 
travelled extensiViri);^ China before 
mtering the Indian^bcontinent. 
Being both scholar and sophisticated, 
le was not given to easy praise. 
iVithin India itself he traversed 
leserto and climbed mountains, 
itayed in villages and lived in espi¬ 
als, practiced in monasteries and 
itudied in universities, and spent 
Ime in some royal courts as well. 

Ha went to Mathura and Ayod- 
wa, to I^aya^ and Pataliputra, to 
^ya and Kamarupa. He studied 
kupakilt and Pali to delve deeper into 
Buddhist philosophy and Hindu 
traditions. Most important of all, he 
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wrote down in detail his many ex¬ 
periences and impressions 

1. Why the writings of Hiuen 
Tsang are considered as relevant? 

(!) He had spent some time in 
some royal courts 

(2) I le visited India as a trader 
and sight-seer 

(3) He had travelled to many 
Asian countries 

He was a gentle observer 

(5) None of these 

2. What probably prompted 
Hiuen Tsang to travel to India’ 

■(1) To study influence of Bud¬ 
dhism on Hindu religion 

(2) To spread his religion m 
India 

To undertake pilgrimage 
and enhance knowledge 

(4) To study the powerful cul¬ 
tural force in India 

(5) To pay his respect to the 
royal courts in India 

3. Hiuen Tsang did ail of the 
following during his travel in India 
except 

(1) travelled in deserts 

(2) lived in villages 

(3) followed the schedule in 
monasteries 

V(4) taught in the universities 

(5) visited capitals of various 
kingdoms 

4. Which of the following has 
been considered as the real contribu- 
tiem of Hiuen Tsang? 

^ He meticulously recorded 
his experiences and feel¬ 
ings 

(2) He visited and spent thne 
in many places in India 

(3) He pointed out dw impact 
of Hinduism on Buddhism 

(4) He influenced elites in 
China to visit India 

(5) He faithfully wiote about 
the invaders who had at¬ 


tacked India in the past 

5. As per the passage, which of 
the following cities was NOT visited 
by Hiuen Tsang? 

(1) Mathura 
VP) Varanasi 

(3) Gaya 

(4) Pataliputra 

(5) Ayodhya 

6 Why did Hiuen Tsang study 
Sanskrit and Pali? 

(1) To write his memoirs in 
these languages 

(2) To teach these languages in 
China 

(.3) To translate literature from 
Chinese into these lan¬ 
guages 

(4) To communicate with local 
people 

None of these 

7. The writing of Hiuen Tsang 
appears to be objective because: 

Vff) he was learned and cul¬ 
tured 

(2) he had visited China and 
could compare it with « 
India 

(3) he had great respect for 
India 

he was basically a his¬ 
torian 

(5) of influence of Buddhist 
philosophy 

^ 8. China was under the in¬ 
fluence of which of the following 
during Hiuen Tsang's time? 

(a) Educated and elite classes 

(b) Chinese pilgrims 
%1) Both'fl'and^' 

(2) Neither'a' nor'&' 

(3) Only V 

(4) only'lr' 

Not given in the passage 

9. Why B\e writing of ancient 
writers is considered as very Impor¬ 
tant? 



(1) We get on account about 
the purpose of the in* 
vaders 

(2) It gives essence of Bud* 
dhist philosophy and 
Hindu tradition 

V^) They are among the few 
sources of historical im¬ 
portance 

(4) They are written by 
famous people 

(5) They had studied and 
travelled extHuively 

Q. 10*12. Choose the word 
which is most nearly the SAME in 
meaning as the word or group of 
words given in CAPITALS as lued 
in die passage. 

10. TRAVERSE 

(1) mingle 

(2) frustrate 

(3) taken 
'(4) cross 

(5) resist 
n PAY 
*(1) offer 

(2) settle 

(3) remit 

(4) return 

(5) reward 
12. PROVIDED 

(1) equipped 
v(2) attached 
L(3) furnished 

(4) bestowed 

(5) produced 

Q. 13*15. Choose the word 
which is most OPPOSITE in mean¬ 
ing of the word given in CAPITALS 
as used in the passage. 

^ 13. COMMON 
1 ^) unnecessary 

(2) distinct 

(3) separate 
\j(4) different 

(5) rare 

14. RICH 

(1) weak 

«(2) fruitless 

(3) usual 

(4) scanty 

(5) impoverished 

15. SERVED 

(1) guarded 
4 ^) hindered 


(3) ordered 

(4) demanded 
ignored 

Q. 16*25. Pick out the most ef¬ 
fective word from the given words 
to fill in the blank to make the sen¬ 
tence meaningfully complete. 

16 Please, do not_me 

now, I am very busy. I will look into it 
tomorrow 

^ demand 
disturb 

(3) expect 

J|||4) worry 

(5) explain 

17. A new shop_^started in 

this building, since last week. 

(1) is 

(2) would be 

(3) have been 

*(4) has been 

(5) will be 

18 The passengers were very 

happy_tile friendly and warm 

treatment given to them. 

•(1) by (2) to 

(3) witiiin about 

(5 ) from 

19 1 will be leaving for Delhi 

tomght and_to return by this 

weekend 

^1) going 

(2) making 

(3) planned 

(4) waiting, 

\i?f likely 

20 The cardboard box 

was_under tiie pressure of the 

heavy trunk and therefore could not 
beu^. 

(1) placed 

(2) disturbed 

«*(3} crushed 

(4) dwindled 

(5) taken 

21. Vie have discussed enough 

on this topic, now we better_^tWs 

topic and take up new one. 

(1) open 

(2) talk 
0) bring 

* (4) close 

(5) destroy 

22. ____mv best efforts I failed 


to convince Sanjay about ms 
proposal. I 

(1) For I 

*(2) Despite I 

(3) Since 1 

(4) At • I 

(5) With I 

23 Wie should take___jnrieasuiM| 

to{»event recurrence ctfstxii incident^ 

»(1} effective I 

(2) properly 3 

(3) casual f 

(4) substitute R 

(5) cumulative ' 

24. Savita derided ty 

set_some time every day foi 

prayers 

(1) up (2) on 

(3) in (4) for 

• (5) aside 

25 This year the prestigious 

prize was_^by two reputed social 

scientists for their contribution in so-l 
cial sciences. | 

(1) divided 

d(2) distributed 
shared 

(4) hemoured 

(5) conferred 

Q. 26-35. Read each s«itence to 
find out whether tiiere is any gram¬ 
matical error in it The cnoi^ if any, 
will be in one part of the sentence, 
The number of that part Is the 
answer. If there is no error, the 
answer Is '5'. (Ignore ttie errors of 
punctuation, if any.) 

26 We saw a man (1) from the 
mist (2) but we could not (3) see who 
he was (4). No error (5). 

27. The saint at that time 
believes (1) that it was his mission (2) 
to spread (3) the message of God to all 
(4). No error (5). 

28. Me addressed people (1} and;; 
tried his best (2) to convince them 
that (3) his deciidons were correct (4). 
No error (5), 

29. If you are good (1) to peq;>]e, 

you will (2) freated well (^) by' 
themselves (4). No error (5). J 

30. Whenever you talk (1) take 'I 

care tiiat (2) otiiers are not hurt (3) by ! 
your words (4). No error (5). | 
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I* 31 In your mh^d(l) develop an 
flotage of (2) what yoit^ould like to 
tmS) bKome in future (4)'No error (“i) 
‘g 32 We take up (1) this* issue m 
. Khe (2) next meeting of (3) our hous- 
’ ^lig Society (4) No error (5) 

* 33 I have searched (1) ail 

) Iwtevant books (2) into the libtarv 0) 
before writing this note (4) No error 

^ 34 Don't offer me (1) any e\- 

4 l^anation now (2) f am not going to 
1^) accept It today (4) No ei ror (5) 

$ 35 The book is written (1) in a 

Wtnple and (2) lucid manner with a 
•^0) number of wcll-drawned lUustra- 
t.tiw (4) No enrol (5) 

Y Q« 36-40. Rearrange foe follow- 
I Ihg six sentences (A), (B), (C), (D), (E) 
I And (F) in foe proper sequence so as 
f In form a meaningful paragraph, 

f l&eii answer foe questions given 
lielow them. 

(A) Still, Amol fondlv recalls his 
vfllage school and friends 
i (B) The village school was small 
I'tmtclean ' 

f (C) The SVB School is \eiy 
fomous in our city 

‘ (D) Befoie that he was educated 

in a village school 

(E) This year Amol had )oinc*d 

our i^ool 

(F) But, out school IS very big 
; with a beautiful garden 

36 Which sentence should 
come FIRST in the paragraph 

(1) C (2) D f3) E 

(4) F (5) A 

37 Which sentence should 
come ^CONO m the paragraph 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

38 Which sentence should 
come THIRD m foe paragraph 

(1) B (2) C (3) D 

J (4) E (5) F 

39 Which sentence should 
, «ome FOURTH in the paragraph 

(1) A (2) B (3) C 

(4) D (5) E 

t bt 

40 Which sentence should 


come I AST in the pc-iragraph 

(1) D (2) r (3) F 

(4) A (5) B 

Q 41-45. In each question 
below roUR words (1), (2), (3) and 
(4) are given, one of which MAY BE 
WRONGLY SPELT. Find out that 
word, foe spelling of which is 
WRONG. The number of that word 
IS the aqswer If all foe four words 
are spelt correctly, foe answer is (5) 
i.e. "AlUcorrect". 

41/(1) rational 
I (2) suivival 
I (3) demolish 

(4) release 

(5) All correct 

42 (1) reproach 

(2) actualize 

(3) gathering 

(4) clothing 

(5) AIKoirect 

43 (1) garbage 

(2) couragious 

(3) criminal 

(4) regular 

(3) All correct 

44 (1) competition , 

(2) cautiously 

(3) mathematics 

(4) miscclieneous 

(3) All correct 

43 (I) cnthusistu* 

(2) surrender 

(3) impression 

(1) haimoni/e 

(3) Allioricct 

Q. 46-50. In the following pas¬ 
sage there are blanks, each of which 
has been numbered. These numbers 
are printed below foe passage and 
against each, five words ace sug¬ 
gested, one of which fits foe blank 
appropriately. Find out foe ap¬ 
propriate woi^s. 

Scientific psychology recognises 
a (46) truth that no two individuals 
are (^ in this world (4S) equality is 
a fostered norm of civil society, the 
truth IS that men (42) unequals in (50) 
hues or degrees 

46 (1) clear 

(2) direct 

(3) simple ^ 


(4) broken 

(5) real 

47 (1) alike 

(2) liked 

(3) unequal 

(4) close 
(3) correcF 

48 (1) As 

(2) Ivon though 

(3) Ncithci 

(4) Since 

(5) When* 

49 (I) IS 

(2) were 

(3) was 

(4) aic/ 

(3) will • 

30 (1) no 

(2) almost 

(3) total 

(4) high 
(3) varying 


ANSWERS 

1 

(1) 

2 

('’) 

3 

(4) 

4 

(1) 

3 

(2) 

6 

(“5) 

7 

(1) 

8 

(5) 

9 

0) 

10 

(4) 

11 

(1) 

12 

0) 

13 

(4) 

14 

(2) 

13 

(2) 

16 

(2) 

17 

(4) 

18 

(4) 

19 

(5) 

20 

(3) 

21 

(4) 

22 

(2) 

23 

0) 

24 

(5) 

25 

0) 





26 

(2) 'm the nust' 




27 (1)' that time believed' 

28 (5) no error 

29 (4) 'by them' 

30 (5) no error 

31 (2) 'develops an image' 

32 (3) 'we foall take up' 

33 (3) 'm the library' 

34 (5) no error 

35. (4)' well-drawn illustrabons' 
36 (1) 37 (5) «8 (3) 

39 (2) 40 (4) 41 (5) 

42 (5) 

43 (2) courageous 

44 (4) miscellaneous 
45. (1) enfoustastK 

46 (3) 47 (1) 48. (4) 

49 (4) 50 (5) 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

BUDGET 

Union Budget, 1995-96 

INANCE Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, presented 
virtually taxless budget for 1995-96, to the Parliament 
on February 15, 1995 Taking into account the compul¬ 
sions of a general election year eve Budget, the Finance 
Minister, in his fifth consecutive budget, continued the 
reforms in tax structure, but shied away from undertaking 
the same in the financial sector, as also in the foreign 
exchange management system. There was also no incen¬ 
tive for the corporate sector by way of reduction of in¬ 
come-tax or surcharge. 

The series of excise duty reductions and import dut)' 
cuts led to a net loss of Rs 1 J5S2 crore. But, Dr Singh, 
buoyant as a result of high revenue coliccbons in 1994-95, 
expressed the hope that due to tax changes proposed in 
the present Budget, the gains from the reforms would 
ensure that there would be no revenue loss. Accordingly, 
he projected the fiscal deficit in the next financial year at 
5.5 per cent of GDP, as against 6.7 per cent in the current 
fiscal year 

As regards the Budget estimates for 1995-96, the total 
expenditure is estimated at Rs 1,72,151 crore. The total 
budgetary support from the Central government's Budget 
to the Central and State Plans is being placed at Rs 48,500 
crore in 1995-96, which represents an increase of Rs 1,918 
crore over the 1994-95 estimates. 

The total outlay of the Central Plan has been increased 
to Rs 78,849 crore from Rs 70,141 in 1994-95. 

The opposition parties described the 1995-96 budget 
as confus^, populist and inflationary. Further, he viewed 
it more as a political exercise rather than economic. 

Leader of tire (position in the Lok Sabha, Mr Atal 
Behari Vajpayee of BJP, said 4t was a "voter budget. It is a 
clever budget framed in response to political 
requirements". 

Former BJP president. Dr Mutli Manohar Joshi, said: 
"It is a confused budget under dte influence (rf Congress 
infighting. On the one hand it cuts Import duties in keep¬ 
ing with liberalisation and on the other it suddenly shows 
a coiwem for scheduled mstes and tribes and the weaker 
sections, which are the questions'taised 1^ expelled Cim- 
gress leader Ailun Singh. Notlung has been done to 
reduce foreign oebt and ttie ravernnrent has shown no 
concern for foe social sector: Food prices have gone up 


because of mismanagonent of foe government" 

Mr Somnath Chatterjee (CPM) said the budget was 
neither development-oriented nor aimed at maintaining 
self-reliance. "The whole country has been opened ttf 
foreign investment in which case Indian seif-relianctti 
would be lost", he said. ! 

(For complete details see Cover Story on page 849 and 
Economic Survey Highlights on Page 915) 

Railway Budget, 1995-96 

R ailway Minister, Mr CiC. Jafier Sharief, presented a 
populist budget on March 14,1995. He sought to raise 
Rs 750 crore through hikes in upper class passenger fares 
and freight charges, while sparing the second class pas¬ 
sengers. Rs 125 crore are propos^ to be accrued noiA 1 
increase in passenger fare and Rs 650 crore by foe 10 per 1 
cent hike in freight charges. 1 

The proposals at a glance are: 1 

# No increase in fares for any distance of the follow- . 
ing: (a) Second class ordinary; (b) Second class mail and 
express; (c) Sleeper class (all trains); and (d) First class 
(ordinary). 

4k Hike of 10 per cent in fares of the following: (a) Air 
conditioned first class; (b) Air conditioned 2-tier sleeper , 
class; (c) Air conditioned chair car; and (d) First class in 
mail and express trains. 

# Fare of Air conditioned 3-tier will continue to be 
charged at 25 per cent higher foan foe fare of air condi- . 
tioned chair car at present. 

4k Minimum fare reduced to Rs 20 from Rs 32 in foe 
case of first class (ordiitary). 

4k Surcharge of 5 per cent subject to a minimum of ' 
Rs 50 per passenger in new cabin type accommodation in i 
AC 2-tier sleeper class. ! 

# New fare structure for Rajdhani, August Krend.' 
and Shatabdi express trains. 

4k Computerised reservafitm charges increased. 

4k Cat«ing corporations to be set up. 

4k Four new Shatabdi trains to be introduced be- ' 
tween Howrah-Bokaro, Howrah-Rourkela, Madras- 
Coimbatore and Hubli-Bangalore. Besides fois 15 new 
trains to be introduced. 

The outlay for the year 199fi-96 has been fixed at 
Rs7500 crore v^ch is Rs985 crore more foan lastyear; but 
the budgetary support has been maintained of current 
year's level of Rs 1150 crore. I 

The Railways would pay a dividend of Rs 1371 1 
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t oreafteradjustmentofaccumulatedopcratinglossesof 
1 145 crore of strategic lines on NF railway. 

LECTIONS 

inflections in Gujarat, Maharashtra, Orissa, 
liBihar and Arunachal Pradesh 

^ 'A N anti*establishnient wave took a toll of three incum- 
MA^bent governments in the west and east coast of India 
the Congress was voted out of office in Gujarat and 
yrMaharashtra, while the Janata Dal was ousted in Orissa. 
^ In Bihar Laloo Prasad Yadav's Janata Dal retained its hold 
^ on the State while in Arunachal Pradesh Congress, led by 
^ chief Minister Gegong Apang, attained two-thirds 
majority. 

BJP managed to get a two-thirds majority in Gujarat. 
» This was for the first time that BJP captured power in 
^ Gu^rat. Mr Keshubhai Patel was sworn-in as the Chief 

( Minister of the State. 

In Maharashtra, the BJP-Shiv Sena combined formed 
the government. Mr Manohar Joshi of Shiv Sena has been 
swom-in as the Chief Minister of the State. It was after 
more than four decades that Congress lost power in 
Maharashtra. 

- ■ In Orissa, Congress attained absolute majority. Con- 

. press formed the governnient under the leadership of Mr 
. bB. Patnaik after a gap of five years. 

fat Bihar, Janata Dal and its allies managed an impres- 
f i 'sure victory to give Chief Minister lutloo I*ra.sad Yadav a 
I; second consecutive term. Congress trailed at third place 
^ behind BJP. 

: In Arunachal Pradesh, the Congress secured a two- 

i Burd majority in the sixty-member Assembly. The party 
I has been in the saddle, under the leadership of Mr Gegong 

Apang, since 1980. TTiie Congress bettered its 1990 poll 
performance. 

(for details see Special Feature cm pa^e 845J 

tNDIA-SRI LANKA 
RELATIONS 

•j. -Visit of President Kumaratunga 

ii, 'T’HE • President of Sri Lanka, Mrs Chandrika 
1 .. i. Kumaratunga, visited India on a four-day State visit 
I Iftom March K, 1995. 

I' President Kumaratunga expressed her country's 
ii desire to re-establish the friendly and mutually beneficial 
I (^ics with India as witnessed in the fiftees and the sixtees 
I strengthen the regional grouping of SAARC to face 
I dtailenges of the 21st century. 

I She said, since there was a commitment on both sides 

f reinforce bUaterai relations, especially in the economic 
1 ^gq^-conunercial fields, any pr^lems or irritants that 
^pl^P^trop up could easily be resolved widtout an ad- 

^p^,''>^Pce 9 ident KumaraUmga had a wide ranging discus- 
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sions with Prime Minister Mr PV. Narasimha Rao, on 
one-to-one basis for more than an hour, before being 
joined by their respective delegations. 

During the discussions Mrs Kumaratunga focussed 
on the economic reforms in both the countries and desired 
greater Indian investment in Sri Lanka in the crlfica! 
sphere of infrastructure, particularly the development of 
ports. » 

About SAARC, she called for concerted efforts to 
strengthen SAPTA which, she felt, would go a long way in 
bolstering the much needed economic activities in the 
South Asian region. 

At a dinner meeting, hosted by the Confederation of 
Indian Industry (CII), President Kumaratunga proposed a 
free-trade and investment agreement between India and 
Sri Lanka, to boost the economic cooperation between the 
two countries. 

Such an agreement, covering a range of items could 
initially come into force at a bilateral ie^cl, with adequate 
safeguards to protect the interests of both the countries, 
she said. 

She also spoke of the efforts made by her four-month- 
old government to fight corruption and regain confidence 
of private enterprise, both from within and outside the 
country. 

About her government's efforts to resolve the 
protracted ethnic crisis in Sri l^nka, Mrs Kumaratunga 
said she firmly believed in restoring peace and calm in the 
troubled North-Eastern province of her country through 
the mechanism of negotiations. She said that the talks 
with LTTE were "advancing positively" towards a 
durable and lasting solution. 

Mrs Kumaratunga had chosen to travel to India on 
her first ever bilateral visit to any country after taking over 
as President of Sri Lanka. India has viewed this as an 
indication of the importance the new dispensation in, 
Colombo attaches to bilateral ties with New Delhi. 

EU-INDIA RELATIONS 

India invited for high-level political talk 

I NDIA was invited by the European Union for a high- 
level political dialogue, fai first week of April, 1995, 
during the meeting of European Commissiem's "troika", 
comprising die current president from France, the imme¬ 
diate past president fiom Germany and the in-comiitg 
president from Spain. The "troika" is EU's highest 
decision making body. External Affairs Minister, Mr 
Pranab Mukherjee, represented India. 

The EU desire to engage India in a process of 
upgraded political dialogue has its genesis in the new 
India-EU cooperation agreement on partnership and 
development, signed in Bnissels in Dec^ber, 1993. 
motivatiem cl EU also comes frmn its perception '^t 
"India has a unique posfaion in A^ in thje^obalcont^t" - 
warranting an upgrroation of tile political talks. 



btdia's demand for die permanent membership of the 
UN Security Council was also discus&ed FU indKated, 
however, that' Ve have to go about it slowly' 

INDIA-USA RELATIONS 

Goodwill visit by Mrs Hillary C Imton 

HE First I^dy of the United States of America, Mrs 
Hillary Rodham Clmton arrived iMi Man h 27 on a 
four-day "goodwill visit" 

During her meeting with Prime Minister PV 
Narasimha Rao she held discussions on the eiononut 
hberalisahon process and ttic need to involve women in 
It 

The mam focus was on social development They 
discussed the status of women in eath othei's country, 
ways and means of empowering them, the need to i xpand 
women's access to education, health care and other 
developmental sectors 

Mr Kao briefed Mrs Clinton on the steps taken by the 
Indian government since 1950s for pohbcal empower 
ment of women, including the latest changes m the 
Panchayati Raj system which giv^s a special place to 
women in the political set-up in the country 

Mrs Clmton announced that India would be the first 
country to benefit from the lO-year $ 100 nnillion USAID 
girls and women's education initiatu'e that she an 
nounced at the Copenhagen social summit 

In her speech on women and children's issue at the 
Ra]iv Gandhi Foundation, Mrs Clinton suggested that 
government must continue to expand the geneial <ondi 
tion for democracy and market economies that can un 
leash the creative energies of the millions of people, who 
can take advantage of toe opportunities available to them 

Every government, she said, should invest more 
resources for toe education and healto care of children, 
especially girls, and thus should take precedence over 
compebng budgetary demands 

INDIA-CHINA RELATIONS 

TWo more border points to be opened 

N March 4, 1995, India and Chma reached an agree¬ 
ment to <q>en two more pomis along the border at 
Nathu La in toe Sikkim sector and anotoer in toe middle 
sector; for meetings between their mibtary personnel Dus 
has been done os part of additioiuil confidence-building 
measures to maintain peace and tranquility 

Indla-Chine jSxpert Group has expressed satisfaction 
that toe situation along toe line of Actual Contool (LAC) 
was peaceful and toat toe confidence^iuilding measures 
wveewoddng well The Croup been assigned toe task 
of aiMls^ toe JbiAt Woiktog Grotip 0WG) at toe foreign 
seqnhMel^ level In ensuring pennanent peace and tran- 
qulHty di^toe LAC 


INDIA-RUSSIA RELATIONS i 

Zhirinovbky visits India 

1 IE maverick, nght-wmg Russian paihamentanan, Mr 
Vkidimir/hunnovsky visited India on Maith 6,1995; 
He was accompanied by a H member delegation, inclu(iF< 
mg members of Russian Duma belongmg to his Libera! 
Democratic Party He was on a thiee day visit to India at 
the invitation of the Indian C ouncil for C ultural Relations 
aCCR) 

Speaking informally to a couple of journalists, Mr 
Zhiiinovsky said toat he was with India on toe Kashmir 
issue and was opposed to any artificial partition of the' 
country "Before 1 die I would like to see the same India aS’ 
it was when 1 was bom (in 1946) and when there was no 
Pakistan, Bhutan or Bangladesh' he said 

A great votary of an aggressive Russian foreign policy 
and active Russian rule in vsorld affairs Mr Zhirinovsky 
said if there is no stability in Afghanistan it will destabilise 
the entire region, including Pakistan, Iran and Tajikistan 
on one side, and Iran ind Pakistan on the other 

He ilso suggested a strategic alliance between India 
and Russia and anotlu r between C hma and Pakistan 
could help mamtam power balance m the region 

1 le regretted that the Indo Russian relabunship had 
suffered m the post ( old War penod, which was a mis¬ 
take 

During his \ isit the Russian leader met a parliamen¬ 
tary delegation led by dpjxisition leader, Mr Atal Behan 
Vajpayee and 1 ok Sabha Speaker, Mr Shiv raj Patil 

Significantly, the President and the Prime Minister 
did not meet him, perhaps bet ause of some of his views, 
which could be a liability m the international arena 

JAMMU & KASHMIR 

Panel formed to gear up poll process ' 
in J & K I 

A LI preiimmarv groundwork for holding elections m 
Jammu and Kashmir has been completed and the 
Centre is awaiting the pohtital process to take-off Pnme 
Mimster Mi I’V Narasunha Rao is understood to have 
constituted a seven membei ministerial conunittee on 
Kashmir afi^airs to accelerate the political process and 
work out a concrete plan of action for holding eleebons 

The newly neated department for Jammu and Kash- 
nur affairs in toe PMO is working m tandem with the 
Home Ministry and closely momtormg the preparations 
for toe elections 

J & K has been under President's rule for the last five 
years The term of extended President's rule exptess on 
July 18,1995 

The Centre has reiterated its commitment to install a 
popularly elected government to avoid furtoer extension 
of Resident's ruk, which mvolves a complicated proce¬ 
dure of a conshtutional amendmoit 
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j^Militant leader says elections a wrong step 

Kashmiri militant leader, Mr Shabir Shah, has 
X charg^ that holding political process or elections in 
j'lthe State in the present atmosphere would be a “wrong 
l^.pstep". “Elections or selections arc no solution. The only 
V solution lies in allowing the people to exercise their right 
1 to self-determination'', he said 

Mr Shah asserted that "people in Kashmir had picked 
guns only to draw die attention of the international 
community to their continued plight. Guns are only 
I i means of a struggle not solution to the problem" 

:4( ^ Siabir Shah was on his first visit to New Delhi after 
' his release from jail in 1994 He has spent around 20 years 
in and out of jail. In New Delhi he met the representatives 
of European Union and asked the EU to play a mediatory 
role in solving the Kashmir problem. He said that the 
I* Ka^mir issue was political and called for a political set- 

[ dement. 

0hutto agreed to LoC as Indo-Pakistan 
boundary 

TN an essay published in The Ttmes cf India, Mr PN. I%ar, 
Xwho served Mrs Indira Gandhi as a Secretary in Prime 
I Minister's office in the 1970s, has claimed that former 
I Pakistan Prime Minister, Mr Z.A Bhutto, had agreed to 
I the "Line of Control", dividing Kashmir, being "gradually 
( endowed with the characteristics of an international 
I border". 

i "The Shimla agreement provided not only a 
mechanism for the solution of the Kashmir problem, but 
is also envisaged the solution itself", says Mr Dhar. 

While some US newspapers had reported such a 
"secret agreement" between Mr Bhutto and Mrs Gandhi, 
It was audienticated by neither side. 

Mr Dhar recalls that "It was agreed (between Mr 
Bhutto and Mrs Gandhi) that the understandmg would 
not be a written one. It was decided, however, that the 
agreement would be worded in a manner that would 
Militate the implementation of the understanding" 

In particular, Mr Dhar draws attention to sub-CIause 
4 (U) of the agreement which says: "In Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir, the Line of Control resulting from the ceasefire of 
. December 17, 1971 shall bo respected by both sides 
f Without prejudice to the recognised position ofei^erside. 

• hjleither side shall seek to alter it unilaterally, irrespective 
. mutual diffaences and legal mteipretations. Both sides 
, lurQier undertake to refrain from the threat or the use of 
force in violation of this line." 

1 ^ Mr Dhar "The phrase" without prqudice to the 

I recognised position of either side "was a concession to 
(Bhutto to save him from his domestic critics. But to 

P the abuse of this concession and to lay the foun- 
for a future settlement of the Kashmir issue, the 
md third sentences had to be incoroorated and the 
use is, therefore, to be read as a whole." 

as thought that with the gradual use of the LoC as 


a de facto frontier, public opinion on both sides would get 
reconciled to its permanence. Meanwhile, foe opening of 
trade and commerce and cooperation between India and 
Pakistan would result in easing tensions between the two 
countries. 

ECONOMY a PLANNING 

High inflation cause for rupee erosion 

A S per the data of the Central Statistical Oigansati(xi 
x^(C50) high inflationary pressures have led to the 
erosion of the rupee to 41.66 paise in urban India. 

Ajmer has registered the highest price rise of 171 per 
cent leading to foe steepest fall in foe value of foe rupee at 
36.90 paise among foe 59 urban centres for which CSO has 
released data up to December 1994. 

As against foe national average price rise of 140 per 
cent, Sambalpur in Orissa registered the lowest rise of 115 
per cent. Here, the purchasing power oLthe rupee was foe 
highest at 46.51 paise relative to the consumer rupee of 
1994-95. 

Among foe four metropolises, Madras recorded the 
steepest fall in foe value of rupee, owing to highest price 
rise during foe period, with the rupee commanding a 
value of only 37.7 paise. 

Bombay also recorded an erosion of the rupee above 
foe national average but Delhi and Calcutta were below 
the national average. 

Bombay recorded a price rise of 143 per cent leading 
to fall in the real worth (»the rupee to 41.15 paise. 

Of the 59 urban centres, 31 cities recorded a rise higher 
than foe national average, while 26 saw the purchasing 
power of foe rupee higher than foe average. 

Decontrol of oil sector favoured 

'T'HE Sunder Rajan Committee appointed by the Minia^ 
X try of Petroleum has reconunefoded the total de¬ 
regulation of all the oil industry sectors by removing foe 
Administrered Price Mechanism (APM). 

The report, "Hydrocarbon perqrective: 2010", which 
was prepared by a group of public sector managers, has 
stated that foe main thrust of foe government's structural 
reforms, introduced in 1991, now lay in eliminating 
remaining barriers to industrial productiem, investment 
and import of technology as quickly as possible. 

The report stated that wh«i foe government ensured 
availability of vital petroleum products all over the 
country at controlled prices, foere mi^t be a reluctance to 
do away with foe controls at one stroke. Ull foe new 
refineries were commissioned and started retailing 
products, foe market would be dominated by foe PSU ou 
companies. Even if the petroleum sector was 
decontrolled, foe government could continvc to exetdse 
its strategic controls over foe petroleum industry. 

Wifo foe experience thus gained, foe government 
would be fo a better position to d^ wifo foe detected 
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situation when the private sector refineries came into 
operation. As fiie indigenous crude production was likely 
to go up in the next few years, the import bill may be 
reduced, die report said. 

The focus was now more on ensuring fair business 
practices, safeguarding consumer interests and minimis¬ 
ing adverse effects of industrialisation on the environ¬ 
ment. 

The report has estimated that an investment of Rs 
300,000 crore would be required till the year 2010 to 
manage the phenomenal growth in demand for 
petroleum proclucts. 

The report has stated fiiat total deregulation of the 
ntfirketing sector along with the removal of price controls 
on pricing of petroleum products were essential steps to 
reap the full benefits of the policy initiatives of the govern¬ 
ment 

As the economy is opening up to international com¬ 
petition, it was essential that petroleum products, which 
are major inputs to die industry and transport, were avail¬ 
able at international prices. When the domestic prices 
were not in line with international prices, the result was 
price distortions and loss in compe^iveness. 

India not going Mexican way: FM 

N March 22, 1995, the Finance Minister, Dr Man- 
mohan Singh, ruled out the possibility of a 
"Mexican-like economic crisis in India". The Finance Min- 
.ister said that he had studied the Mexican situation care¬ 
fully but there was no question of India genng the Mexican 
way as Indian economy was maintaining a good growth 
rate. 

He said that it was quite fashionable to compare the 
Indian situation with the Mexican crisis. But, the prophets 
of doom had been proved wrong and it had been 
demonstrated to the world that India could implement a 
structural reforms-cum-adjustment programme witiiout 
pitfalls. 

Dr Manmohan Singh said that the government had 
succeeded in bringing down file inflation rate from 17 per 
cent in 1991 to about 7 per cent by mid-1993. Recently, the 
inflation rate had been recorded at about 10.5 per cent. Dr 
Singh said that file host of budgetary and ofiier measures 
would result in die reduction of inflation. He has also 
assured that file prices of raw maferiab would be kept 
under check. ^ 

BUSINESS AND TRADE 

Ordinance an Patents Act lapses 

T he ordinance issued on December 31,1994, to amend 
fiw bidian Fatenla Act of 197D, laps^ on March 26, 
199S, foEowing the failure of the government to muster 
enoitj^ stq>p<xrt for the Bill in R^a Sabha. The Bill had 
eaillre bean passed by the Ixfic Swiia. 

More than 250 MFs had demanded a serious ddxite 
cm file issue of Patents The Rao government virtually 


ignored the demand thus creating an impression fiiat it^ 
preferred to give in to the multinational lobby, without, 
putting up a strong bargain. 

The Indian government was obliged under Article 70 
of the World Trade Organisation agreement to ensure on’ 
or before the date of entry in WTO, i e January 1,1995, fii 0 
Indian Patents Act of 19^ stood amended. 

Hie amendments were sought on two fundamental { 
substantive aspects. First, a mechanism will have to be hi' 
place to receive applications for product patents in respect j 
of pharmaceutical and agricultural chemical products, 
and to examine them for eventual grant of such patent 
protection as soon as the product patent is incorporated j 
into the Act. , 

Second, and more important, exclusive marketing' 
rights will have to be grant^ for a period of five years for ' 
pharmaceutical and agricultural chemical products hi 
favour of the foreign patent holders, who have applied for 
and obtained product patents, and marketing approval 
for such products in other member countries of WTO. 

The ordinance was issued to meet this obligafim. 

The amendments proposed by the Opposition is 
aimed at excluding certain areas from the patents regime, 
such as, life forms, naturally occurring substances, genes, 
compcMients and parts of living organisms. It also wants 
the bill to exclude any invention relating to diagnostic, 
therapeutic and surgical methods for treatment of 
humans and animals. 

The government is hewing that it will eventually be 
able to wean away the smaller patties and acquire file 
necessary majority in Rajya Sabha 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 

DOT plans diversification 

N a major restructuring the Department of Telecom¬ 
munications (DOT) is being split into three separate 
entities with the proposed creation of a new market- 
oriented "India Telecom", to make the public sector func¬ 
tion under a competitive environment. 

While India Telecom would be responsible for 
development, operation and maintenance of telecom ser¬ 
vices and for providing inter-connections to private 
operators of basic and value added services, the Telecom 
Commission would, henceforth, be responsible for policy 
formulations, resource mobilisation, etc. The allocation 
radio frequencies, licencing of private operators and ad¬ 
ministering the Indian Telegraph Act would also be the 
respmsibility of the commissicKi. 

An independent Telecom Regulatoiy Authority erf 
Endia (TRAl) would be set up to oversee licencing tariff, 
etc to ensure a level playing ground to the private 
enterprises entering the telecommunication sector. 

The restructuring of file DOT is being undertaken in 
file line of the recommendations of a high-powered com¬ 
mittee headed by Mr D.K. Gupta. Restructuring had also 
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«t>ecofne nectissnry in view of the emerging economic im- 
^ peratives, competitive market and rising consumer con- 
P kdousness. 

liABOUR 

National body on child labour set up 

^ S part of measures to "eliminate child labour in haz- 
ffp^\aidous industries by the turn of the century", the 
j^tovemment has set up a National Authority on Child 
I [ .iprijour. A provision of Rs 850 crore has been made for the 
p 'authority. 

f, Asa first step, the National Authority would identify 
f _ »U hazardous industries where children were employed 
and concentrate efforts to take them away from the same. 
|.'^A total of 15,000 schtxils are also being set up in different 
( -parts of the country to rehabilitate child labour. The 
Ir government is also considering providing compensation 
' to familic.s whose wards were withdrawn from hazardous 
I jobs. 

JEDUCATION 

“'Centre will expand open education 

F inance Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, announced 
wliile presenting the Union Budget for 1995-96 that 
Centre proposes to extend open learning facilities in a 
phased manner, at the .secondary level, all over the 
. country, as part of its efforts to achieve the goal of educa- 
, lion for all. According to the budget papers, the allocation 
in the education department has been raised to Rs 1,825 
crore from Rs 1,549.46 crore last year. 

The bulk of the money will be spent by the ediu ation 
department on total elementary education and higher 
education. Prime Minister Rao has already announced 
that the outlay for education would be raised to six per 
cent of the GNP, from the present level of 3.7 per cent, by 
the year 2000. 

The outlay for elementary education has also been 
increased by 24.5 per cent to Rs 651 crore. Under "Opera¬ 
tion Blackboard" primary schools with enrolment of more 
than 100 cliildren are being provided a third teacher. The 
’ allocation of "Operation Blackboard" has also been in- 
.iireased by 30 per cent. 

. Rating system for varsities urged 

P ROF G. Reddy, Chairman of Indian Council for Social 
Science Research (ICSSR) has favoured the inlroduc- 
5 flicm: of a comprehensive of "credit rating" mechanism for 
educational institutions and universities of higher 
^liitorning, in accordance with the concept now gaining 
f'-;^Ju^Uncy worldwide. 

’» He said that the mechani.sm would not only help the 
institutioits get priority from funding institu- 
also enhance their popularity among the stu- 
I parents. 

towards rating system the University Grants 
I'&ia coMpmTmN master 


Commission (UGC) had recently constituted a "Council 
for National Assessment and Accreditation (CNAA) at 
Bangalore, on the lines of the 1986 Education Policy docu¬ 
ment, for "auditing" the quality of education offered in 
different instilutioas. 

The audit system, which is voluntery in USA and 
compulsory in Britain, envisages the study of quality of 
education offered to students, besides library, laboratory 
and other facilities, before according "credit rating" to 
them. 

^ATER MANAGEMENT 

Study warns of water crisis 

A .scientific study has warned that a major water crisis 
loonTLs over the nation wito industrial demand for 
water expected to double in next five years and substan¬ 
tial increase predicted for irrigation purposes. 

"ft is time to shed our indifferent attitude towards the 
use of water and wake upon some stark realities of the 
growing water crisis", say the study. 

The total demand for water in various sectors in 1990 
was 552 cubic km (CKM). By the year 2000 it is expected 
to increase to 750 CKM. On the other hand the water 
resources potential is assessed at around 1869 CKM but 
only 690 CKM available as surface water can be tapped. 

As development of new water sources is time-con¬ 
suming and expensive, the emphasis should shift from 
supply management to demand management, the study 
suggested. 

The study points out that there is vast scope to im¬ 
prove water use. At present only 40 per cent of irrigated 
water is put to proper use. The water consumption in 
urban homes and industries can easily be reduced. There 
is significant wastage due to leaking pipes and unat¬ 
tended repairs. 

There is also an urgent need to increase the storage 
capacity of water. According to the study, the total storage 
created in India taps only about half the potential. In 
comparison, USA has constructed five times India's 
storage capacity even though its available resources ate 
same. 

STOCK MARKET 

Patel Committee recommends new forward 
trading system 

T he three-member G.S, Patel Committee has recomr 
mended a facility for carry-forward business on stock ; 
exchanges, with ad^uate safeguards to makeihe system 
transparent. However, it has not proposed a return to tihe 
indigenous Badla system fitat was harmed £tom Mbtdi 
1994. 

llie Committee has unanimqosly.cqnduded tHat H., 
carry-forward system in one form or andthd is h^iessaiy . 
to bring back liquidity to the market anr^.^’i 


downward trend in prices. 

It says: "The stock exchanges are devoid of risk 
management instruments and also a window for specula¬ 
tive activities which help in making markets more active, 
broad and liquid and in improving the climate in the 
primary markets." 

The committee has also said that a strong monitoring 
system should be in place before the new carry-forward 
I facility is introduced, for which it has Bxed responsibility 
^ on executive directors. 

The G.S, Patel Committee has drawn exhaustively 
from dte proposals of the Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) which was proposed in March, 1994. 

The similarities: 

■ Both schemes are against excessive .speculation on 
the stock exchanges, 

■ Both permit carry forward transacliuns, 

■ Both are in favour of a twin hack trading system, 

■ The contracts to bo terminated at the end of 90 
days. 

The differences: 

■ Sebi's proposal required that net sales and put- 
chases at the end of the settlement to result in delivery .ind 
payment against the full price The Patel Committee has 
recommended that members should indicate the shares 
they propose to deliver in respect of .sales and shares they 
propose to take delivery of in lespecl of puichases sinp 
wise. 

■ Sebi's proposal did not permit the cairy-foiward 
transactions to be part of the next settlement oi sub¬ 
sequent settlements. The Patel Committee's rccommendti- 
tions provide for squaring off any transaction earmarked 
for jobbing or carry-forward tran.saction at any time 
within an overall period of 90 days 

■ Sebi's proposal required payment of initial margin 
of 30 per cent and additional margin of 15 per cent for each 
subsequent settlement. 

Sebi's proposal requires carry-forward position to be 
in the range of 20 to 2o per cent of the total ouStanding 
porition in the market at the end of the settlement. The 
Patel committee has recommended no .sue h limit. 

KERALA 

Karunakaran submits resignation 

N March 16, 1995, Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr K. 
Kaiunakaran, submitted his resignatitm to the Gover¬ 
nor, partially bringing to an end the leadership crisis that 
had gripped his ^nremment. The rebel ministers in the 
Congress and others in the ruling<UI^ had tiireatencd to 
resign if he did not quit 

Mr Karunakaran, however, made it amply clear that 
he would continue his tight by sayfarg that he would 
ctmtinue as the leader of the Congress Legiriature Party. 


On March 22,1995, tiie senior Congress-I leader.ftm 
former Union Minister, Mr A.K. Antony was elected as fN 
Chief Minister of Kerala. Mr Antony returned to Kerai 
Chief Minister's offia? after a gap of 16 years. Mr Antoir; 
was unanimously chosen as the Congress Legislator 
Party (CLP) Chief and Chief Minister. However, con 
fusion prevailed as Mr Karunakaran refused to vacate thi 
post of Chief of CLP. Mr Karunakaran later added that i 
the new Chief Minister insisted on being the CLP leada 
also, there would be "no problem about his vacating till 
post". The signs of a tussle in coming days and months an 
there for everyone to see. 

Mr A.K. Antony belongs to a small and vanishing 
species of politician.s who seek power, not for power'* 
sake or to amass wealth, but to uphold principles and 
values in public life 

However, his critics wonder if the complex task of 
governing a communally riven and faction ridden Kerala 
could be entrusted a man who lends to resign too soon cn 
matters of principals But Mr Antony's followers look in a 
d i fferen t way." The need of the hour is to have a clean man 
at the helm, who would salvage the image of the Congress 
and the UDF in the fourteen months to go for the Statel 
Assembly elections", said Mr O. Chandy, a close associate. I 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

SUMMITS 

First world summit on sixial development 

HE first world summit on social development, held in 
Copenhagen, ended on March 13, 1995. A 10-point, 
declaration and a 65-pagc programme of action against 
poverty, unemployment and social injustices was ap¬ 
proved The week-long conference brought hope but left 
unanswered questions on how to fund the programme in j 
an era of shrinking State aid budgets. ^ 

The non-binding declaration was agreed in the two- 
day weekend session attended bv an unprecedented 118 ' 
Heads of Slate and government, out of IM countries rep¬ 
resented 

The approved programme addresses specific issues, 
such as debt relief for African countries and honouring 
International Labour Organisation (ILO) rules on child 
and forced labour, but its significance, delegates said, was 
larger—putting soaal consideratioas on the world agen- , 
da in the same way the Earth Summit in Rio dc Janeiro 
brought environmental concerns to the fore m 1992. 

Some nations, however, were bitter about the summit, 
feeling it reinforced a western power structure, embodied 
in the International Monetary Fund and World Bank, that 
restricted rather than raised up developing nations. 

However, tiie Copenhagen deciaration was criticised 
by many Third World delegates and Non-Govemmental 
(>ganisations (NGOs) for failing to provide new financiai 
resources or to make firm commitments to tackle the prob¬ 
lem of developing countries' debt, now estimated at near- 
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2,000 biUion. 

j,, India called upon the rich nations to commit themsei* 
^0 to self-discipline and exercise restraint in their con- 
MUnption levels, cautionmg that poverty and distress 
pi|(ywhere in the world had the potential to threaten inter- 
imdonal security. 

i' . "Equity and unity within and among nations are, 
ttIliBefore, a moral as well as practical imperative. No 
will d\e inter-dependence of nations be put to great 
Mst in die years to come than in the area of poverty 
,^<liMication and social integrations", said Prime Minister, 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, while addressing world leaders 
^1^^ Summit. 

i' The rich countries and the rich islands in poor nations 

‘Mitt have to exercise restraint in their material life-styles 
jh’tkf the first step of cultural and spiritual solidarity in the 
I ^Obal effort at poverty eradication, he added. 

t (Aisp see Special Feature on Page 843) 

TECHNOLOGY 

\Q»7 approves Information superhighway 

'PitiHE world's most industrialised nations have pledged 
i'v.X to work together for a technological revolution, 
'i^qmite trans-AUantic differences over limits on the infor- 
>|M«on superhighway. 

The information superhighway envisages a globe in 
glliillch all computers, telephones and communication 
> ffljellite systems are inter-linked and information on any 
.{HA^ect will be available on tap to any point in the global 
jwttwork. 

j 1 At present the only country that is preparing itself for 
, ttie system, in addition to the USA, is Singapore 

, The infbrmatlon superhighway S 3 rstem is dominated 
by the US and there are tears among other G-7 countries— 
!|apan, Germany, France, Britain, Italy and Canada—that 
t4he US is likely to comer 70 per cent of the $ 1 trillion 
Ibarket by the decade end. 

< Besides, the French fear the resulting cultural dominabm 

die US. The French fear diat such enormous access for 
Americans into die French information and entertainment 
'.aystems will lead to die cultural domination over France. 

^ The President of the European Commission referred 
iftq die need to study the social and cultural implications of 
f.tihe information superhighway. Fears are being expressed 
^ ^Japanese and Canadians too. 

^ At the Brussels meeting in last week of February the 

; Anal communlqite issued said that plans to set up a new 
mactronlcally-linked infimnation society would encom- 
I pAas all nations, not just the technologically-rich western 
countries. Countries in transition and developing 
^qotmlrics must be provided with the chance to fully par- 
in this process. 

' fiut while the US delegation urged a high-speed push 
|!>lnitfo(ds a new infotmatim age, European officials urged 
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caution They said application of new technologies, in¬ 
cluding global computer networks and tcle-communica- 
tion systems could put jobs and national traditions at risk. 
European Union's top social affairs official said, "The 
potential of the future information society is clear, but we 
must not be starry-eyed about it." 

PAKISTAN 

Two US mission staff shot dead in Karachi 

O N March 8,1995, two gunmen burst out of a taxi and 
sprayed bullets at a van carrying three US govern¬ 
ment employees, killing two and wounding the third 

The incident took place at a time when Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto was planning an official visit to 
Washington 

No one claimed responsibility Among several pos¬ 
sible theories included revenge for February 1995 arrest 
and extradition to USA of Ramzi Yousef, accused of 
master-minding the 1993 bombing of the World Trade 
Centre in New York. 

According to another theory, the drug-barons could 
be behind the attack. They had been angry that Pakistan 
had extradited suspected drug trafiickt'rs to the USA and 
is planning to send several more 

The unfortunate killing oi the two Americans, how¬ 
ever, brought into focus the strong anti-American public 
sentiment in Pakistan that has persisted despite close 
political rehtions. 

In Pakistan there is a vast difference between how the 
feudal and ruling elite and the general public reiict 
towards USA. The cleavage is often exploited and 
promoted by the numerous religious parties which view 
the US as anti-Islam. The US-lsracli alliance is also ex¬ 
ploited by these parties quite effechvely. 

This was not the first time that Americans liad been ' 
targeted in Pakistan. In November 1979 a mob attacked 
the US embassy in Islamabad in the aftermath of seizure 
of the holiest of Muslim holy shrines, the Kaaba at Mecca 
in Saudi Arabia, by some Muslim fanatics Two 
Americans, two Pakistani employees of the US embassy 
and some protestors were killed 

Ten killed in mosque bombing in Karachi 

M EANWHILE Karachi continued to be under spate of 
violence. At least ten people, including children, 
were killed in a bomb and machine-gun attack on a 
crowded Shiite Muslim mosque on March 10,1995. The 
killings were believed to be the latest eruptjm of sectarian 
violence between Sunni and Siiite Muslinis. 

Karachi has been hit by bloody sectarian and political 
violence that killed more man 1000 people siiKe 1^4. The 
fighting, which has involved militant religious groups as 
as feuding political groups, has been worsening since 
Prime Minister ^utto pulled die Army off die stneet in 
November, 1994. Her government h» be«v helpless to 
end the violence. 


According to an expert the rampant violence m the 
province of Sind ran be attributed to the increased access 
to modem weapons which have been diverted from die 
"A^han pipeline" 

Former Prime Minister of Pakistan, Mr Nawaz Sharif 
warned on March 23, 1995, that Pakistan could face 
another dismemberment if the government failed to make 
sincere efforts to resolve the Karachi crisis. 

Pakistan envoy blames West for terrorism: Pakis¬ 
tani ambassador to the US, Ms Maleeha Lodhi, has vir¬ 
tually blamed the West for the nse of terrorism in her 
country 

'The situation confronting Pakistan is the direct con¬ 
sequence of the Afghan struggle against Soviet 
occupation", she said in her letters to Congressmen who 
had moved a resolution in the US House of Repre¬ 
sentatives seeking to declare Pakistan a "terrorist Slate" 

She said "with bipartisan congressional support, the 
US armed, trained and funded the Mujahideen across the 
porous I’akistan-Afghan border in their jehad against 
Communism Among these were extremists who are now 
accused of spreading terrorism " 

While the West turned its back on the situation when 
the Soviets retreated, she pointed out, Pakistan was left on 
its own to deal with the debns of the Afghan war 

Ms Lodhi said tiie killing of two US diplomatic per¬ 
sonnel in Karachi last month demonstrated that "the US 
cannot afford to disengage" 

She said Pakistan, within its limited means, had ex¬ 
tended maximum cooperation to hght international ter¬ 
rorism "But Pakistan remains the greatest victim of all 
Suiely, therefore, it cannot be argued that we are promot¬ 
ing terrorism against ourselves", she added 

US-RUSSIA RELATIONS 

Honeymoon with US over: Russia 

F oreign Minister of Russia, Mr Andrei Kozyrev, 
declared on March 24, 'The US-Russia honeymoon has 
come to an end " Both the countries have hiil^ to move 
closer over Iran, Chechnya and NATO 

The statement by Mr Kozyrev was made after his 
meehng with US Secretary of State, Mr Warren Chns- 
topher. The meeting had been held to plan the forthcom¬ 
ing trip of President Bill Clinton to Moscow. 

On March 29, USA put off signing of an agreement 
with Russia, on peaceful use of atomic ener^, as signal of 
strong US concern over Russia's nuclear assistance to Iran. 

Russia's one NUion-ddlar contract widt Iran calls for 
Russia to comptete a reactor in die Gulf port of Bushenr 
widiin four years, and possibly to build up to three odier 
reactors at the site. 

Russia also was reported (d have contracted to main¬ 
tain and expand university nuclear research facilities and 
train Iranim teduiidans. 


Republican leaden in tike US Congress have 
threatttwd to cut aid to Russia if it gasl ahM witfi die 
deal, but so far Moscow haan^eetsd uShiaialtncediatiha 
contract could hdp Iran devetc^ a nudear wcapwdi 
capability. 

The Russian Atomic Enermr Nfiidatiy, which made the 
deal vrith Iran, has defended me cqntnet on grounds that 
It does not violate the Nudaar non-FroUfeSation Treaty 
and by pmnting to die US egnemard In pitovide Norn 
Korea mth light water reaetsta. 

The US official said diatunyke the North Korean deid, 
which sees to halt PyoiigyaAg''a suspected nuclear 
weapons progranmie, Rwian aSalrtamMi wig be creat- 
ing a nuclear capability on their sotulhem border where 
one does not exit. 

Meanwhile, USA has also rejected the Russian appeal 
for an expanded Russian role at die economic aummit of 
the Group of Seven (G-T) industrial nadmts In June, 1995. 


INTERNATIONAL ECONOMY 

Three per cent growtit predicted 

A n international team oi experts has projected that the 
growth of the world econonw will acM»lerate to about 
three per cent in 1995, up from 27^ cent in 1994, (hnpiie 
the collapse of the Mexican peso am widespread Bnandai 
market turbulence 


The experts had met in New Ycnrk undv die auspices 
of "Project Link", an mternadonal ecomn^ wseetch nab 
work comprising teams from 50 countriea. 

Ihe experts have also predicted dtat the acDnomies of 
most of die develoDbkg countries would centtinua to gmw 
twice as fast as indus^iised ecoriomiea. 


Regarding industrialised countries it it pmdiefed that 
inflation is likely totemain aubduad Initunacirtha current 
{xilioes the anemfrioyinent hi Europe would mnaln un- 
acoeptatdy high- 


The experts estimated that world IrMa volume would 
come down from 83 par cent to 7.3 per.oaht in 199$, hut 
would again gnaw tnughMUy to74 in }99iK 

Tlw prices of non-oil conmodldtor vffiidh grew 9.4 
per emt m 1994, are axpcoled to imxeSMliiy fhSie per cent 
in 1995 and come down by 03 pccaadtfaiiSW. 


11w oil prices, whiidk caim denetk by ftdffa per csfkt kt 
1994, are enwetad to inamMeby‘7.2 pity oniitin 1996 and 
6 6 pitt cent m 1996. 


TURKEY f 

Oi^Kive against bases 

TN the last week Match 391101, Ibrioty ItyiOf^ 

Isive offensive against fhe iCurdiah gos^fi)* t*MM bi 
northern Iraq. Bombtog raids Vers mads R$alnst the 
guoilla basas and amty ttoopa, badcad by sroMMir ahd ' 
artillery, entered Iran fai putyUtt of aapasNlbl KindlataA 
Wotbm Party ^texa. 
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European countries expressed serious concern over 
the offensive. Even the United Nations expressed its con¬ 
cern and uiijed Turkey to exercise restraint and take all 
measures to ensure safety of civilian population. 
Secretary-General, Dr Boutros Boutros-Ghali warned that 
the continuing offensive may adversely affect UN relief 
operations in the area. 

New York Times severely criticised the operation as 
well as US administration's policy towards it. Noting that 
this was one of Turkey's largest foreign military operation 
since ffie days of Ottoman Europe, the NYT said that it 
seems that the only purpose is to destroy a violent 
separatist group by wiping out its Iraqi base camps. 

Turkey said that it must protect itself from PKK at¬ 
tacks launched from Iraq, where feuding Kurdish factions 
have failed to fill a power vacuum left oehind after Iraq's 
Gulf war defeat. 

Turkey, however, has promised that the offensiv e will 
be limited but has yet to define its limits or how long it 
might last. 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Winnie Mandela fired from government 

F ollowing weeks of embarrassing controversy and 
calls for ouster of estranged wife of President Nelson 
Mandela, she was fired by the Presadent on March 26, 
1995. She was stripped of her job as deputy minister of 
arts, culture, science and technology. 

Firing his wife marked the must dramatic act Mr 
Mandela had performed since coming to office almost a 
ago, in South Africa's first all-race elections. Winnie 
fud deflantly criticised the government's approach to so¬ 
cial reform, made an unauthorised trip abroad, split the 
ANC ranks and most seriously, was accused by police of 
bribe-taking and influence peddling. 

Winnie is one of the ANC's mast popular leaders, 
finishing fifth in voting for the national executive in 
December, 1994. She is alw a member of the parliament. 

Her firing is likely to ostracise her from the 
mainstream party leadership, including longtime allies 
such as deputy president Thabo Mboki, who have 
defended her in the past. 

Even her husband, d^pite their separation in 1992, 
has always made allowances fur the hardships and 
harassment by police she endured while he spent 27 years 
in prison. 

GULF 

US opposes lifting sanctions on Iraq 

D espite an all-out diplomatic o^nsive to secure an j 
end to UN sanctiems, Iraq failed to have the sanctions I 
lifted. Satellite pictures of a rebuilt chemical weapons 
plant and lavish palaces helped the US clinch support to 
maintain UN sanctions against Iraq. 

Russia and France, Iraq's leading trading partners 
befene the Gulf War, favour easing sanctions tiultbar Iraq 


m MAVSS COMPETITION MASTER 


from exporting oil, as soon as it fully cooperates with UN 
weapons monitors. The US says Baghdad must also 
resp«t human rights, return prisoners from its 1990 in¬ 
vasion of Kuwait and show that it can be trasted. 

Meanwhile two Americans, who had strayed into Iraq 
from Kuwait, have been sentenced to eight years in prison 
for illegal entry into Iraq. The US state department 
promptfy denounced the action, saying thefe is no jus- 
tiffcatiem whatsoever for these sentences. 

Defence workers, William Barloon and David 
Daliberti were arrested on March 13,1995 after they lo.st 
their way while ^ing to visit friends along the badly- 
marked demilitarised zone between Kuwait and Iraq. 

USA 

Clinton, Adams shake hands again 

S INN Fein leader, Gerry Adams and President Bill Clin¬ 
ton shook hands at the White Hou!>e, on March 17,1995, 
the second time in a week, during a St Patrick's I)ny gala. 

Mr Qinton called on all .sides in Northern Ireland 
conflict to "put aside all extremists (or the common good 
of peace". 

Mr Adam's appearance at the White House reception 
crowned a 10-day fund-raising tour by the leader of the 
political wing of Irish Republican Army (IRA). The Clin¬ 
ton administration had granted him a visa and permission 
to engage in money-raising activities. 

The decision infuriated Britain, which believes the 
Washington should not treat Adams as a mainstream 
politician until the IRA lays down its arms. 

The day, honounng Ireland's patron St Patrick, is a 
day of parades and speeches and toasts by politicians, 
who celebrate their real and imagined ties with Ireland. 

SAARC 

Five nations sign marine pact 

O N March 24,1995, ffve South Asian nations, including 
India and Pakistan, adopted an action plan to protect 
the marine environment in the region. They also agreed to 
set up a Soutti Asian Seas Trust Fund. The other three 
lountries to sign the pact were Sri Lanka, Maldives and 
Bangladesh. 

The plan covers integrated coastal zone management, 
regicHtal contingency plan for tackling marine pmlution, 
human resource development and problems of land- 
based sources of marine pollution. It will assess the causes 
of marine pollution and promote methods and practices 
for its control. 

The plan is a follow-up of the adoption of ttie United 
Nations Convention on tm Lmv of the Sea which came 
into force on November 16, 1994. The South Asian 
Cooperative Environment Programme (SACE^, Colom¬ 
bo, will coordinate the prommme witit help from nation¬ 
al governments'and the United Nations Environment 
Programme. 

The South Arian Seas Region consists of die northern 



Indian Ocean and the adjoining Bay of Bengal and 
Arabian sea 

The region has a long and highly indented luastline, 
and lb bet with numerous islandb, which bupport fragile 
ecosystems Moreover, major uiban and industrial 
clusters are developmg in sites areas that are located m or 
close to ecologically fragile coastal areas 

AZERBAIJAN 

Rebellion crushed 

O N Maah 18,1995 the Aaerbaijani smashed a two-day 
rebellion by mutinous police after a fierce battle in 
northern Baku 

Rovshan D/havadov, the rebel leader of Opon Special 
Police rorcc, was fatally wounded in the hghting Azoii 
President, Mi Geidar Aliev, said that there Aas no wa> to 
avoid bloodshed The rebel units had apparently rejected 
an amnesty offer 

The fighting sent several Western businessmen leav 
mg the former Soviet lepublic thus casting a cloud ovei 
investment prospects 

JAPAN 

Police chief's shoohng evokes outrage 

T I IP attack on Japan s popular police chief Mr lakaji 
Kunimatsu on Manh W, 199b evoked feelings of 
public outrage across tlie country 

While the government called the attempt a national 
disgracethe press termed it as an attack on the society 
Post war police in Japan is socially a highly loved 
force It IS respected for its efficiency and integrity Public 
probccutors in Japan are always held in esteem higher 
than both the fsolitinans and businessmen 

Japanese police operate out of their Koban’s or police 
boxes close to the communities They often patrol on 
bicycles and are on the scene of a crime within five 
minutes of a call 

NUCLEAR ARMS RACE 

US not to use N-weapons against NPT 
signatories 

C 


pledged not to uscnuclcar weapons against cc 
that nave no nuclear armaments and agree not to acquire 
them in future 

The US has also teafifinned its commitment to help 
States without nuclear weapons m the event they are 
dueatened or staked by nuclear-armed countries 

The dual pledges are in response to "the legihmate 
need" of non-nucli^t cduntnes for assurances diat "forgo¬ 
ing die nuclear opdon does not Jeopardise their secunty". 

^move isdengmdtopr^hoteindefixuteeidension 
die 19^ Nuclear Nan*FRMiferation Tcea^ at an inter¬ 
national conference scheduled for hfid-Apnl 1995 


countnes 
lo acquire 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ECS; Electronic Clearing Ser¬ 
vice. 

NEDB: North-Eastern Dcvelop- 
- ment Bank. 

AWARDS 

'■ Netaji award for social work 

OTHER Teresa has been 
presented the first Netaji award 
for social work. Other recipients of 
the awards include, R.N. Basu, Vice- 
; Chancellor of Calcutta University, for 
-' science and education; Justice K.M. 

; V^isuf for communal harmony and 
i'. national integration; Sanat Biswas, 
former Sheriff of Calcutta, for science 
; and technology; Nasir A. Wahid, 

" chairman of East West Airlines, for 
industrial development; and R.K. 
Bhatnagar, former press secretary to 
-•, President of India, for press publicity. 

. R.D. Birla award, 1994 

HE prestigious Rameshwardas 
Birla Memorial Endowment an- 
.nual national award for outstanding 
research in medical and related 
Tields, to an Indian working in 
t India, has been given to Dr (Mrs) 
Indira Nath. Dr Nath is at present 
) professor and head of department 
of Biotechnology at the All India In- 
'' sHtute of Medical Sciences, New 
Delhi. 

She has earned the award for - 
Vher pioneering and original con¬ 
tribution in the field erf infectious 
diseases in genera) and leprosy in 
'partkutar. The award comprises of 
' Rs 1.50 lakh, a citation and a 
i mc^enfo. 
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B. D. Goenka award, 1994 

HE Prannoy Roy-Vinod Dua 
television team and Mr Jehan 
Daruwalla, editor of Bombay 
Samachar, have been selected for the 
1994 B.D. Goenka award for excel¬ 
lence in journalism. 

The Roy-Dua team was cited for 
the quality of their election and 
budget coverage and the continuing 
demonstration of an ability to cap¬ 
ture the mood of the nation and 
present news and analysis live. 

Mr Daruwalla was recogniised 
for the unbroken leadership he has 
shown in holding the attention of all 
sections of Gujarati readers, with 
balanced analysis of men and events. 

C. K. Naidu centenary award 

ALA Amamath is the first 
recipient of the C.K. Naidu' cen¬ 
tenary award for outstanding con¬ 
tribution to the Indian cricket. 

An all-time greats of Indian 
cricket, Lala Amarnath was the scorer 
of India's first Test century in the in¬ 
augural Test against England at the 
Bombay Gymkhana, in 1933-34. 

The award consisted of a cheque 
of Rs two lakh. 

67th Oscar awards 

Best film: Forrest Gump 

Best directoR Robert Zemeckis, 
Forrest Gump. 

Best actOR Tom Hanks, Forrest. 
Gump. .. 

Best actress: Jessica Lange, Blue' 
Sky. 


Best supporting actoR Martin 
Landau, Ed Wood. 

Best supporting actress: Dianna 

Wiest, Bullets Oiier Broadway. 

Best foreign language film: 

Burnt by the Sun (Russia). 

Jean Hersholt Humanitarian 
award: Quincy Jones. 

Irving Thalberg Memorial 
award: Clint Eastwood. 

Honorary award for lifetime 
achievement: Michelangelo , An- 
tonini. 

PERSONS 

Ruggiero, Renato 

TALIAN diplomat and business 
executive, he has been appointed 
the first long term Director-General 
of the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO). 

Ruggiero, 64, a former Italian 
Trade Minister and candidate of the 
European Union for the WTO job, 
pledged that he would work for 
global free trade and ensure fair treat¬ 
ment to developing countries. 

PROJECTS 

Talcher Plant on India's power 
map 

HE Talcher Super Thermal Power 
Project (STPP), the first of its kind 
in OrisM, found a plale on the power 
map of India, with the successful 
synchronisation of its finA 500 mw 
' unit with the State Electricity Board's 
power grid. 

The project is being ^It by 
NTPC with French assista^. Ihe 








Wbtld Bank is funding die project to 
the tune of $ 375 million. Hie total 
cost of die profect will be Rs 2^1 
CR»e. 

The second 500 MW unit is ex¬ 
pected to go on stream by 1995 end. 
When fuily commissioned, the 
prefect would not only alleviate the 
chrmic power shortage in Orissa, but 
also meet the requiremCTit of three 
other eastern region States. While 
Orissa's share of power from STPP 
would be around 35 per cent to 40 per 
cent of the generation, the rest would 
be shared by West Bengal, Bihar and 
Sikkim. 

Although the Talcher STPP is the 
10th unit of NTPC, it is the most pres¬ 
tigious and modern power plant, 
with unique design and technologi¬ 
cal features—some of which have 
been introduced for the first timi^ in 
India. 

Plan for Brahmaputra approved 

retHE Brahmaputra Board has ap- 
X proved two master plans for the 
Brahmaputra and the Barak sub¬ 
basin in Assam, which will accrue 
multipurpose benefits for the people 
of die North-East region. 

The Brahmaputra Board, created 
under an Act of Parliament in Decem¬ 
ber 19QJ, undertakes survey and in¬ 
vestigation for preparation of Master 
Plan sub-basin-wise for control of 
floods, bank erosion and drainage 
improvements in the Brahmaputra 
valley as well as in the Barak valley of 
Assam. 

The Board has investigated four 
major multipurpose projects, namely 
Dehand Dam, Subansiri dam, 
Tipaimukh Dam and Pagladiya Dam. 
The proposed hydropower genera- 
ticsi tom diese dams is of the order of 
20,000 MW, 4300 MW, 1,500 MW and 
5 MW, respectively. The irrigations 
benefit likely to be accrued in terms 
of oommand area from these prbjiects 
it 200^000 hectares, 250300 b^tares, 
988300 hectares and 54,100 hectares. 


respectively. 

RESEARCH 

Fasting up broken bones in 12 hrs! 

ONE fractures can be healed in 
just 12 hours, with single shot of a 
wonder paste developed by US doc¬ 
tors. Patients can now skip tedious, 
weeks-Iong encashing of their broken 
parts in plaster. 

This orthopaedic breakthrough 
has been made by a team of scientists 
led by Broat Constant? of the Califor¬ 
nia based Norian Corporation 

Limited human trials 
demonstrated that this process can 
help stabilise acute wrist fractures. It 
has several possible future uses, in¬ 
cluding treatment of facial disfigure¬ 
ment and bone breaks caused by 
'osteoporosis', a disease which 
destroys bone manow 

The injectable paste, prepared 
from three-tour relatively cheap 
chemicals, has excellent bone repair¬ 
ing capability and tnais showed that 
the pasted Ixine is durable, weight¬ 
bearing and as strong as the natural 
one. The paste helps hold fractured 
bones in place until they heal 
gradually, replacing die implant with 
living bone tissues 

Bone IS a composite material 
made up of organic and inorganic 
components Bone mineral, which ac¬ 
counts for 60 lo 70 per cent of the total 
dry bone weight, ls made mainly of 
calcium phosphate Besides it con¬ 
tains a carbonated material called 
'dahllite' which plays an important 
role in providing tensile strength to 
the bone. 

The American scientists* process 
is very simple. When the paste, 
prepared by mixing calcium phos¬ 
phate and calcium carbonate with 
sodium phosphate solution, is in¬ 
jected, the biomaterial dahllite is 
formed and within minutes it crystal- 
liaes to paste together the broken 



bcHie parts. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

Russian capsule carrying tite first 
American docks wifii Mir 

A Russian capsule, carrying die 
first American to fly to die Mir 
space station, docked with the large 
orbiting outpost on March 16,19», 
drawing ch^rs tom flight control¬ 
lers of todi countries. 

NASA astronaut Norman 
Thagard and hb two Russian crew 
members Vladimir Dezhurov and 
Gennady Strekalov entered the Mir 
spare station once all checks were 
completed. 

Mr Thagard is the 44di person to 
visit Mir and the 13th foreigner. He is 
also the first American to be launched 
on a Russian rocket. 

The American and his two Rus¬ 
sian cosmonauts were received by 
Vladimir Polyakov, who had been on 
the station for more than a year and 
holds the world's space endurance 
record. 


NASA plans to send four more 
astronauts to die Mir over next three 
years, under a US-Russian space 
cooperation agreement They will be 
flying up CHI die space shutde Atlan¬ 
tis, not a Soyuz. 

Cosmonaut back after 439 days in 
space 

F ollowing a record 439 -day 
sc^ourn in space, veteran Russian 
cosmonaut, Mr Valery Polyakov, a 
52-year-old physiaan, returned to 
earth on March 22,1995. 


Mr Polyakov returned with 
record-holding woman cosmonaut, 
Yeiena Kondakova who spent 170 
days in space 

The "Mir" space station is now 
manned by two Russian cosmonauts 
and one American astronaut as part 
of a three-foonth long expedition 
which is scheduled to conclude wifii 
die (kxrking of die US space shuttle in 
June 1995. 
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School childr<*n talk to orbilinf; 
astronaut*) 

W1 N)Y four stud«'nls of little 
I lily's rnglish Sc hool. Bangalore 
t ieHi‘c.1 hetoiy on Mao h h, by 
Iv'c I'm'ng <he hrsl set of .tudents 'n 
Indn to bc> able to talk to astionauts 
orhiiuig the earth 

I he school fliilclreri had 
ciinhfiisl lopaitK ipiteinliu Shuttle 
Anvitc'ui Kactm I \pcMimenl 
(SMil X) The exeuise was part of 
NASA's piogramme of making 
otionaiiis available tor SARTX 
opeiations to involv c i laige niimbei 
ot pcsiplt in tec hnologv and the TJS 
spac e programme 

The voiweisahon and the qiie^ 
tion answer session wis held vii i 
telebridge at one of NASA's spwe 
centre in the I IS 

SARI X IS a multi-faceted mid 
dev k spate shuttle payload It is 
sponsou'd by the Amateur Radio 
Relay I eagiie (ARRI), the Radio 
Amateur Satellite Corporation 
(AMSAT) and NASA SARbX ar 
tivitM*s are solely devised tor schcxil 
c hildren 

PSLV gets green signal for three 
test flights 

flF government has approved 
three more test flights of the Polar 
Satellite launch Vehicle (PSIV), be 
sides 'advanced action' for three 
more The sanctioned cost of the 
profect IS Rs 225 59 cron? Two test 
flights of PSLV have already been 
conducted with varying degrees of 
success 

The approval has been given 
keeping in view of the need for con¬ 
tinuity of prcxiuction and cost ad¬ 
vantage tn batch production The 
PSIV project envisages development 
of a launch vdiicle to place an Indian 
Remote Sensing Satellite (IRS) of 
1,000 kg class in a 900 km polar sun- 
synchronous orbit 

The third test flight of the launch 
vehicle (PSLY-I^) ts slated for later 


this yeai Tt may be recalled the first 
devi*lopmontal flight, PSLV-Dl, on 
September 20, 1991, was only a par 
tial success with some technologies 
being validated but the nussion of 
injecting Ike'll into polar sun 
syni hronous orbit being a failure 
I he second test flight, PSIV D2, m 
CX tober 1994, was, however, a total 
sne cess 

Another important project of the 
department of space, the Geo 
sync hronous I aunch Vehicle (GSIV) 
projec t has also lereived a boost m 
this year's Budget The total project 
c ost has been levised to Rs 9T5 TO 
rrore and the tirst test launch is 
scheduled foi 1997 

The scope of the project is to 
di'velop ancT qcuility a GSI V for plat 
mg 1 TOO/^ lOO kg class of Insat 
series spai ecrafts in geosynchronous 
transfer orbit This project became 
eontrcwersnl when the US put pres 
sure on Russia to scrap the cryogenic 
engine deal with India 

Since the sc rapping of the deal, 
the allocation has been increased for 
indigenous development of a 
cryogenic engine, to mitigate pres¬ 
sure on India's space programme 

r or 1995 96, the C cntral govern 
ment sanctioned Rs 85 crore for re¬ 
search on the Cryogenic Upper Stage 
Project The estimated cost of the 
project IS 535 89 crore TTie objec¬ 
tive IS to develop and validate a re 
startable C ryogenic Upper Stage, 
using 12 5 tonnes of liquid oxygen 
and liquid hydre^en 

MISCELLANY 

Diets fail because metabolism 
slows 

A ccording to a study, dieters 
often fail to keep off their hard- 
lost weight because then bodies be¬ 
come more efficient and bum calories 
sparingly The work confirms the 
long-held suspicion that the body's 
own metabolism cemspires against a 
successful diet 


After being on a crash diet the 
body learns to burn fewer caiones 
This results into all extra calories 
being stored as fat once normal in¬ 
take ol foexi IS restored A person 
tends tn gam weight aftei a crash diet 
routine even though he pr she eats 
and exerc ises sensibly 

This does not necessarily mean 
that keeping ivff weight is impossible 
Only, that it is extremely hard, requir¬ 
ing perhaps a life-long vigilance to 
eat modestly and exercise regularly 

Know about AIDS through 
phone-in 

A phone in servu e will provide in 
stant answers to queries about 
Acquired Immuno Ueliciency 
Syndrome (AIDS) Ihe service has 
been launched in Tamil Nadu, to give 
an impetus to the undetgoing aware 
ness campaign on the dreaded dts 
ease 

Brain child of an N(iO, Dt Usha 
Raghdvan, who is also advisoi to the 
State AIDS C ell, the service is ex 
pected to emouiage mote and more 
people to get over their inhibitions 
and know about AIDS and preven 
tive measures 

Under the project, a telephone 
will be connected with a computer 
software which will have recorded 
answers to all the known queries 
about the disease It the question re¬ 
lates to one of the recorded answers 
the caller will get the clanfuabon m- 
stantly If the question is totally dif¬ 
ferent from die ones fed in the 
software the caller will be given a 
code to callback agam in a day or two 
to get the answer The maximum 
limit for reply to such specific ques¬ 
tions can be from 12 hours to 36 
hours, depending on fire availabihly 
of AIDS experts. ^ 

Doctors in the State AIDS Cell are 
hopeful that the phone-in service will 
get popular very fast for two reasons 
First, it will be available round the 
clock and second, tfw questioner will 
not be required to disclose his or her 
identity 
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SPORTS 


ARCHERY 

Commonwealth Championship 

The inaugural Commonwealth 
Archcry Championship was held 
at New Delhi tom March 5, 1995. 
The men's team final was won by 
Indian team. In the women's event 
the team title was won by Hong 
Kong 

The men's individual event was 
won by Jackson Fear of Australia 
while the women's individual title 
was won by Michelle Tremelling, 
also of Australia 

Federation Cup 

LIMBA Ram came through the test 
of fire to claim the individual men's 
title The women's individual gold 
was claimed by Marina Ussobsluia 
of Kazakhistan 

The men's team final was won 
by Australia while the women's 
team title was won by Kazakhistan 

BOXING 

41st National Championship 
Railways toppled champions 
Services to annex the team title. 
The Championship was held in 
Jaipur. Z.V. Jollyson of Steel Plants 
Sports Board was declared the best 
boxer of die Championship 

CHESS 

Anand emerges challenger to 
Kasparov 

VISWANATHAN Anand of India 
has emerged as the challenger to 
Garry Kasparov in the Prof^ional 
Chess Association's World Cham¬ 
pionship, to be held in S^teniber 
1995 in Cologne, Germany 

Anand defeated Gata Kamsky 
6.5-4.5 to reach the firuil. 

CRICKET 

West Indles-Austcalia one*day 

series 

Phil Simmons and Carl Hoejper 
each hit half centuries to pace ttie 
West Indies to a lecord-oreakii^ 


five-wicket victory over Australia 
in the fifdi and final one-day cricket 
international. West Indies ^us took 
the .senes 4-1 

New Zealand-Sri Lanka Test series 
First Test: Off-spinner Muthiah 
Muraltdaran completed a career 
best performance of 5 for 64 to 
guide Sri Lanka to a historic 241- 
run victory over New Zealand. It 
was Sn Lanka's first victory on 
foreign soil since it gained full 
international status m 1982 
BSI Masters Cup Tournament 
Gordon Crccmdge slammed his 
second ton to guide the West Indies 
to an easy seven-wicket win over 
India, to annex tlie first BSI Masters 
Cup title worth $ 50,000 (Rs 25 
lakh) The tournament was held m 
Bombay Only players above 35 
years of age were eligible to play 
The other participating countries 
were England, South Atnca and 
Sn Lanka 

Challenger Trophy 
Half centunes by Sachin Ten¬ 
dulkar and Vinod Kambli helped 
India Semors defeat India A to wm 
the Challenger Trophy. 

FOOTBALL 

Nehru Cup International 
Championship 

With seconds to go, Iraq scored 
the solitary goal or the match to 
defeat Russia and win the Ndvu 
Cup 

GOLF 

Indian Open, '95 

Canadian Jim Rutledge played 
scintillating golf on the final day 
to win the classic Indian Open, 
played at New Delhi. 

HOCKEY 

Beiid^ton Cup 

Indian Railways drubbed 
favourites and national hockey 
champions, bidian Airlines, 4-1, to 
lift the Bdghton Cup. 


20th All-India Indira Gandhi Gold 
Cup 

CRPF, Delhi lifted die trophy by 
defeabng ASC, Jalandhar 2-1. 

SHOOTING 

National trap championship 

Ace shooter Mansher Singh of 
Delhi regained the individual title. 
Delhi took the team's title by 
defeating Punjab. // 

38th National Sheet Oiampionship 

AJIT Singh of Delhi took the men's 
title while the women's title was 
won by S Nanda of Karnataka 

SQUASH 

Indian Open, '95 

Top seed and national champion 
Aijan Singh of Services defeated 
thUxl seed Mduwan Daruwala ctf 
Bombay, to win the title. 

TENNIS 

Champions Cup 

Pete Sampras of USA defeated 
Andre Agassi, to retain the titte. 

Lipton championship 

Andre Agassi defeated Pete 
Sampras 3-6, 6-2, 7-5, to win the 
title and avenge the defeat in the 
Champions Cup tournament 

VOLLEYBALL 

Federation Cup 

Punjab Police regained the 
Federation Cup with an authorita¬ 
tive 15-7, 15-4, 15-11 victory. 

WEIGHTLIFTING 

Senior National Championship 

Railways retained the men's 
team title while the women's team 
tide was retained by Karnataka. 

P.T. Kerasn of Services was ad¬ 
judged die b^t lifter among men. 
Neelam Lakshmi of Andhra 
Pradesh was declared the best lifter 
among women. 
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WHO 'S WHO 


Appointments Etc 


AM*0]fiitkt>; Bibctid Etc 

A,K. Anlmt^: Kt hu been elected 
M the MW Chkf MlnMec of 

AienoAer /mM. Leader of the Shiv 
ScnO'BJP Icj^alatur# group, he has 
been clectta m Chief Minister of 
Maharashfnu 

Cegong Apang; He has been re¬ 
dacted as the Chief Minister of 
AnmachAl Pradesh. He belongs to 
Congmse*!. 

J.t. Paintth Orissa Pradesh 
Congress Committee President, he 
has been dected as Chief Minister of 
Orissa. 

laloo Pnuad Yadav: Leader of 
Janata Pal he has been redected as 
the Chief hflnister of Bihar. 

Keahuhkai Patel. He has been 
elected aa the Chief Minister of 


Or^utisation (WTO). He will tal»-up 
the post on May 1,1995 

jl Muthuknshmn. He has taken 
over as Chairman of die Bar Council 
of India 

Shtvshankar Menon He has been 
appointed as India's next 
Ambassador to Israel 

Resigned 

K Karunakaran Chief Minister of 
Kerala. 

Distinguished Visitors 

Mrs Chandrtka Kumaratunga 
President of Sri Lanka. 

Mrs Hillary Rodham Clinton 
Wife of President of USA, Mr Bill 
Clinton 

Manuel Mann First Vice- 
President of the European 
Commission. 


GuJirsL He belongs to BJP. 

Jamet D Vkdfenehon: He has bcoi 
applied as die 9th President of the 
World Bank. He belongs to USA. 
Incidentally the World Bank presi¬ 
dency is traditionally held by an 
American. 

Ranaio Ruggiero: Italian di^omat 
and buaincas executive, he has been 
appointed es the first long-term 
DirectorCenersl of die Worid Trade 


Died 

Shakti Chattopttdhyay A doyen 
of Bengali literature He was 61 
Hartndra Dave Renowned 
Gujarati poet, writer and Editor-in- 
Chief of Janambhoomt and Pravasi 
dallies. He was 65 

Harideo Joshr Former Chief 
Minister of l^jasthan and former 
Governor of Assam and 
Meghalaya. He was 74. 


EVENTS 


MARCH 


JafferSharief 


8—Three gunmen kill two US 
di|domats in Karadii, Pakistan. 

10-T«Ten people are killed and 25 
hurt In a moaque bcrnibing in 
KaradiilnPMdistan. 

12*~Con|l|mas ia routed in Gujarat 
and Maharashtra Asaembly 
elecHona. Janata Dal loses in 
OciMA 


IS—Umon Budget, 1995-96 is pre¬ 
sented in tlw Parliament by the 
Finance Minister, Dr 
Manmohan Singh. 

1A—Chief Minister of Kerala, Mr K. 
Karunakaran resigns following 
intense pressure of major ruling 
Front partners and Congress 
dissidents. 


•H-gS pf ta<Mia art killed at Sen* 
thaanaiifBlftm ob Madras- 
BangatttM MttomMMlAway as a 
chemesd liliiiiv Mm a DU^ 
14--JU^ty BiMbMtbr 199S^ ia 
priMtttcd Ih wt IMrikunent by 
m Railway MBnfiltat, Mt CX 


-—Congress wins absolute majority 
ki Arunachal Pradesh. 

20—Diousands are hit by nerve gas 
in Tokyo subway. 

—An army brigadier, eight others 
arie killed in two land mine 


blasts at Un in North Kashmir. 

28—President's rule is imposed in 
Bihar to avoid a constitutional 
impasse arising from the fre¬ 
quent rescheduling of the 
Assembly Polls in the State. 

30—Import of 32 consumer goods is 
made free m the amended Exim 
Policy 

APRIL 

1—Governor Chenna Reddy of 
Tamil Nadu sanctions the pros¬ 
ecution of Chief Minister J 
Jayalalitha under the 
Prevention of Corruption Act 
The sanction came m response 
to a petition submitted by 
Janata Party leader, Mr 
Subramamam Swamy, in 
November 1993 


4—At least 11 children die after 


being administered measles, 
polio vaccinations at a health 
centre near Debegram m Nadia 
distnct of West Bengal 

6—Pakistan's Prime Minister 
Benarir Bhutto says she is will¬ 
ing to sign the NPT provided 
India agreed to do so 


MILESTONES 

Dr S. Shivaji; A scientist at 
Hyderabad based Centre for 
C^ular and Molecular Biology, he 
has deaphered, for the hrst time, the 
genetic code of an enzyme from an 
Antarctica fish. This could con' 
tribute signififiantly towards under¬ 
standing the structure of the 
enzyme. 

Mike Tysoni Former heavy¬ 
weight boxing champioiL he was 
fre^ on March 25, ffftS, frmn 
prhon, Ruw! years Ml ceitvk- 
tiOA for npin ^yaaesoM 
become, in 1986, the youi^pst 
evw to vrin ilw wotki hemqn^^ 

crown, ' 

Mm MIRittwlirVi4pHri 4 )NMaRfr<i 
wi^ Who saved Um MuNfori 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude 

Income-tax and Central Excise Inspectors' exam, held in 1994. 


1+ is equal to: 

1+ _L 

-y 

w w I (0 I 

2. The simplification of 
0.8 X 0.8 X 0.8 - 0.5 x 0.5 x 0,5 . 
0.8 x"6.8 + 0.8 X 0.5 + 0.5 x 0.5 


(fl) 0.8 (fr) 0.4 (c) 0.3 

3. The simplification of 


,1 . 1 ,3 1 ,7 3,,, . ,. 

^2 ^2 *4 " 2^8 " 4 ^” 

(«) I (M I W 


64 



(iO 0.13 




107 

112 


4. 

that- 


If the numbers 


3 2 3 
5' 3' 4 


are given, then we can say 


, , 3 3 2 

(‘') 4 > 5"3 
, , 3 2 3 

4 "^3 ^5 

x05 


2 ^ 3 ^ 3 
3 > 5>4 
/n 3 ^2 ^3 
5 ="3 ^4 


5. (4)“=’x(0.5risequalto: 


(«) 1 


(b) 4 




(«0 


X 

32 


6. If 2m% of 2m is 1, then m equals: 

(fl) \ (f>) 4 (c) 5 (d) 25 

7. An article when sold at a gain of 5% yields Rs 15 
nore than when sold at a loss of 5%. What is the cost price 
3f the article? 


(a) Rs200 {p) RslSO (c) Rs80 (tQ Rs64 

8. A number divided by 68 gives the quotient 269 
md the remainder zero. If the same number is divided by 
}7, the remaiitder is: 

(fl) 3 (6) 2 (c) 1 id) 0 

9. The smallest number, by which 24 should be mul- 
iplied to make it a perfect square, is; 

(fl) 2 (6) 3 (c) 4 (d) 6 

10. A man sells a hcvse for Rs;.8000 and loses some- 
hing. If he had sold it for Rs 9800/ his gain would have 
)een twio! foe amount of loss in the former case. The cost 
jrkeofthehorsels: 


(a) Rs7200 (b) Rs8500 (c) Rs8600 (d) Rs8900 

11. Estimated value of 

484.2785 x 0.0494x1.864 . 

0.0869 x 91.481x98.69 

(fl) .006 (6) .06 (c) 0.6 (d) 6 

12. A water tank contains 5% salt by weight. X litres 
of fresh water is added to 40 litres of tank water so that the 
solution contains 2% salt. The value of X is: 

(fl) 40 (b) 50 (c) 55 (d) 60 

13. Find the least number which when divided by 16, 
18,20 and 25 leaves 4 as remainder in each case but when 
divided by 7 leaves no remainder: 

(fl) 18006 (f») 18004 (c) 18002 (d) 17004 

14. Two partners Ram and Karim together lent Rs. 
3364 at 5% at compound interest, compounded annually 
The amount Ram gets at foe end of 3 years is the same as 
Karim gets at the end of 5 years. The share of Karim in the 
principal is: 

(fl) Rs. 1400 (Jb) Rs. 1600 (c) Rs. 1764 (d) Rs. 1836 

15. A person borrowed Rs. 2500 from two money¬ 
lenders. For one loan he paid 8% per annum and for the 
other 6% per annum simple interest. If he paid Rs 180 as 
total interest for one year, how much did he borrow at 8% 
per annum? 

(fl) Rs. 1000 (6) Rs. 1200 (r) Rs. 1.300 (d) Rs 1500 

16. A certain number of men do a piece of work in 40 
days. If there had been 45 imn more, the work could have 
been Enished in 25 days. The original number of men 
employed at the work were. 

(fl) 75 (b) 60 (c) 45 (d) 30 

17. A bag contains coins of one rupee, 50 paise, 25 
paise denominations whose numbers are in the ratio of 
3 :4 :5. If foe total amount in the bag is Rs 500, the total 
number of coins of 50 paise denomination are: 

(fl) 240 (6) 320 (c) 400 (d) 500 

18. The difference between a discount of 40% on Rs 
500 and two successive discounts of 36% and 4% on foe 
same amount is: 

(fl) zero (b) Rsl.93 (c) Rs2 (d) Rs7.20 

19. A boatman can row to a place 48 km distant and 
back in 14 hours. If he can row 4 km wifo foe stream in the 
same time as 3 km against it, the speed of the stream (in 
km/hour) is: 

(fl) 1 (b) 22 (c) 3 (d) 7 
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20. Mohan and Sohan working separately can dig a 
trench in 10 days and 12days respectively. If they work for 
1 day altemahveiy, Mohan beginning, in how many days 
will the trench be dug? 


(fl) 22 days 
, . .. 2 , 


(b) 16 "days 
(d) 101 days 


(c) 11 g days (d) 10"days 

21. A batsman has a certain average of runs for 11 
innings. Jn the 12th inning.s he makes a score of 90 runs, 
thereby increasing his average by 5. His average after the 
12th innings is: 

(a) 30 (b) 35 (c) 40 (d) 45 

22. Rs 1000 are to be divided among A, B and C such 
that A gets twice a.s B and B gets thrice as C. The share of 
C (in rupees) is: 

(a) 50 {b) 100 (c) 125 (d) 200 

23. The original price of a washing machine is Rs 
6000. If the price is discounted by 20"/i> and then raised by 
10% for service contract, then the price charged by the 
shopkeeper is: 

(a) Rs.5400 (fi) Rs5280 (c) Rs5l00 (d) Rs4200 

24. A boat moves downstream at the rate of 1 km in 
7.5 minutes and upstream at the rate of 5 km an hour. The 
speed of the boat (in km/hour) in the still water is: 

(a) 6 (b) 6.5 (c) 7 (d) 75 

25. How many 5 cm cubes can be cut from a cube 
whose edge is 20 cm? 

(a) 4 {6) 32 (c) 64 (d) 100 

26. I’QR is a triangle with sides 5 cm, 12 cm and 13 
cm. A circle is inscribed in the triangle. The area of the 
circle in sq cm is: 


(6) I 


(d) 4n 


27. If the radii of two concentric circles are 15 cm and 
13 cm respectively, then the area of tlie circular ring (i>. 
between two circles) in cm^ is: 

(a) 176 ' (b) 121 (c) 88 (d) 6^ 


28. The internal measurements of a box with lid are 
115 cm, 75 cm and 35 cm and the wood of which it is made 
is 2.5 cm thick. Find the volume of the woi'»d. 

(a) 80,000 c. cm (b) 82,125 c. cm 

(c) 84,000 c. cm (d) 85,000 c. cm 

29. A copper sphere of diameter 18 cm is melted and 
drawn into a wire of diameter 4 mm. The length (in metre) 
of the wire is: 

(a) 143 (b) 243 (c) 343 (d) 743 

30. A square and a rectangle each has a perimeter of 
48 m. The difference between the areas of two figures is 
.4m^. The dimeil^ons (in m) of the rectangle are: 

(fl) 20,4 - (b) 18,6 

(c) 14,10 (d) 16,8 » ■ 
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Directions: The questions 31 to 33 are based on the 
following graph which represents gross profit and net 
profit of a firm during 1971>1975. Read ^e graph and 
answer die questions. 


800 

-.700 

I 600 

I 

I ^ 

I 300 
£200 
100 
0 


31. Average of the percentages of net profit over 
gross profit is: 

(fl) 60.0 {b) 60.1 (c) 60.2 (d) 61.0 

32. If net profit = gross profit - tax, the year, in which 
tax was least, was: 

(fl) 1975 (b) 1974 (c) 1973 (d) 1971 

33. Average growth of net profit (in lakhs of rupees) 
over the period is: 

(a) 135.0 (/>) 136.5 (r) 1375 (d) 140.2 

The questions ^ven belmo were set by the BSRB, Calcutta 
in an examination held recently. 

34. 5856-? = 8107 - 4956 

(a) 2805 (b) 2435 (c) 2795 

(d) 2345 (c) None 

35. I of 3125 + 250 = ? of 8250 


(d) ^ (c) None 

36. 3.86 x 4.14 + 3.0002 = ? 

(fl) 18.9808 (b) 27.5612 (c) 18.9824 
(d) 18.9806 (e) None 


57+3l+li=? 


(«) 2 | 

id) 3| 


Wif 

(c) None 




38. 40-1-0.80 + 025 = ? <• 

(fl) 12.5 (ft) 200 (c) 20 

(d) 250 (e) None 

39. 35% of 160 + 40% of 80 = ?% of 352 


(fl) 20 

(d) 25 


(ft) 40 
(e) None 


(c) 33 i 





40 7693 + 4018 + 3597 = ? 

(a) 15398 (b) 15578 (c) 15208 

(<0 15668 (e) None 

41. ’ + 160 = 720+30 

(a) 3840 (6) 6400 (c) 4160 

(rf) 5440 (e) None 

42. 14.6x128 + 7.2 x 24 = ’ 

(< 1 ) 70080 {6) 20416 (c) 439 168 

(d) 465792 (e) None 

43 8735 - 4129 - 343 = ’ 

(a) 3903 (b) 4273 (f) 4263 

(d) 4949 (e) None 

.. 18_xJ2_;»_8x 16 , 

"14x9 + 3x17 “ 

(<i) 4 (b) 2 it) I 

(d) 3 (f) None 

45 8652 -206+103 = ’ 

(a) 28 (b) 143 (r) 61 

(d) 145 (e) None 

46 18V’ + 7of56 = ’%of530 

4 

(a) 40 (b) 60 (c) 30 

(d) 45 (e) None 

47 738539 - 428 69 + 1086 = ’ 

(a) 408 449 (b) 418476 (c) 417909 

(d) 428449 (e) None 

1 2 1 

48 5^+3| + 9i = ’ 

2 3 5 

(a) 181 (b) 17^ (r) 18 

(<() 171 (e) None 

5 

49 8| + 7ix3| = ’ 

(a) 27^ (b) 34^ (c) 57| 

(d) 36^ (e) None 

50. 7563.8-2015.74 -1421 358 = ’ 

(<i) 4216702 (b) 4126576 

(c) 4126.702 * (d) 4036 702 

(e) None 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 
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1+ 


1 + 


i+- 


i+. 


4 
2 

i_^3 8 


= 1 + 




Correspondence Coaching Courses Available for 


I.E.S. 


(INDIAN ENGINEERING SERVICES) 
Courses avaHabie in 
Civil, Mech., Electrical Engg. & 
Electronics andTelecoiniminIcatlon Engg. 

(ExpedRtous despatch of coune material assured) 

For Prospectus containing Syllabus, EllgIbiMy conditions, 
Types of questions asked, course material details etc. send 
Rs Fifteen (1 £/•) by M.O. tor Ordy. Post (Rs. 306 tor Regd. Post). 


GATE 


Civii & Electronics and Communication Engg. 

For Prospectus containing Qanaral information about QATE 
Exam SyNabus, Types of Questions asked course contents, 
Ust of Books Recomended, guidancs through eonsspondenee 
scheme ate. sand Re. 126 by M 0 (Rs. 2S/- tor Regd. Post). 


J.T.O. 


(Junior Telecom Officer Exam) 


Kit Contams 1992 & 1993 Solved Papem also 
For detals send self addressed stamped (Rs. 16) srwetap. 


Covsnng all segments 


(Admission Test) 

of test and papers 


snng all segments or test and papers 
For dslato send seir addressed stsm^ snvalop (Rs. 16) 


B.P.O. 


(Bank Probationery Officers Exam) 


Containing Work books & Previous Papers. 

For details send self addressed envelop (Rs. 16). _ 

Sub-lnepectore In Delhi Police & Central 
Police Organization 

Kft Containing «vork books on General EngHsh, Quantitative 
Ability General Awareness, Test of Reasoning. 

Price Rs. 28S6 (Postage free). 

P.G.C.I.L. 

(PCwsr OMM Corporallan of hide Ud) 

KH containing tour work books A five sets of Solved Paper 
Price Rs. 335r> (Postage free). 

Trainee Marine Engg. Kit 

_ Price Rs. 32S6 (Postage free). _ 

Marutl Udyog Ltd. Kit 

(Mech/Autemoolte) Price Rl. 375/- (Postage free). 

IFFCO 

Englneermg Management Kit 

(Mech., Elect., Electronics, Compider, InsL,) Price Rs. 3456 
Send Amomitfay M«0-iP.O-*o t_ 


MASTERS ACADEMY 


548/8, Gobindpurf, KaVcaji, New Oelhl>110019 

(Counter Stiea on Tliesdiys end PHcteys 1>00 pun. te 340 pm.). 
















.3 1,3 

2. (0 - r - v -2 »a-b 

r+ab+r 

/. a-b = 0.8-0.5 = 0.3 

3. (b) 4. (c) 

5. (c) (4px(.5)* = 4’/^x4) 


Here a = 0.8, b = 0.5 


(c) (4)°'"X(.5)" = 4’/"^<2^' = 2x^ = 1 

(c) 

(b) I«tCP. = RslOO 

if gain = 5% then S.P. = 100 + 5 = Rs 105 
Lass = 5% then S.P. = 100 - 5 = Rs 95 
Difference = 105 - 95 = Rs 10 
if difference is Rs 10 then C.P. = Rs 100 
_ 100 _ ^ 4 — 


If difference is Rs 15 then C.P. = 


X 15 = Rsl50 


(c) 9. (d) 

(c) Let the C.P. of the horse be Rs x 

A.T.S. 9800 - X = 2 (x - 8000) x = Rs 8600 

(b) 

(d) As the total quantity of salt remains the same 

5% of 40 i = 2% of (40 + X)X = 60 
(0) L.C.M.ofl6,18,20,25 = 3600 

3600 X1 + 4 = 3604 which is not divisible by 7 
3600 X 2 + 4 = 7204 which Ls not divisible by 7 
3600 X 3 4 4 = 10804 which is not divisible by 7 
3600 X 4 4 4 = 14404 which is not divisible by 7 
3600 X 5 4 4 = 18004 which is divisible by 7 
Required number = 18004 
(b) Let the share of Karim be Rs x 

A.T.S. X (I + = (3364- x) (1 + ylj)’ 

x = Rsl600 

(d) Let the amount borrowed at 8% be Rs x 

A.T.S. X X X I + (2500 - x) x ~ x 1 = 180 
juU lUU 

X Rs 1500 

(fl) I I’t the original no. of men be x 

s men do a piece of work in 40 days 
. I man will do the same job in 40 x days 
A.T.S.40x = (45 + x)25 x = 75 
(b) 

(d) Total discount in 1st case = 40% of Rs 500 = Rs 200 
Price after two successive discounts 

_500X 100 5 

Total discount in 2nd case = 500 -=Rs 192.80 

Difference = 200 -192.80 = Rs 7.20 

(a) Let the speed of stream be x km/hr and 

Speed of boat in still water be y km/hr 

Speed of boat downstream = (x + y) km/hr 

Speed upstream = (y - x) km/hr , 

A Tc 3 j 48 48 

A.T.S.---and-+ —*— = 14 

*+y y-x x+y y~x 
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On solving these, we getx = 1 km/hr 
20. (d) (Mohan & Sohan)'s 2 days'work =-^ + ~ = 

Their 10 days work = x « -- 

Remaining work ~ 1 ~ I 2 ~ 12 * 

1 

As Mohan begins the work, he will do ^-th of 

I,- 10 5 . 
work "[2 ~ 6 

.’. Total time = 10 + | = lOg days 

27. Let the certain average be x 
, lLr4-90 

A.T.S. —— = X + 5 .*. X = 30 

.•. Average after 12th inning = 30 + 5 = 35 

22. (b) 

23. (b) Price charged by the shopkeeper 

= 6000 X X Rs 5280 

JUU JUU 

24. (b) Let the speed of boat in still water be X km/hr and 

speed of stream be y km/hr 

A.T.S. X + y = km/hr x - y = 5 km/hr 

«V 

x + y = 8km/hr 2x = 13 => x = 6.5 km/hr 


25. (c) No. of cubes - —= 64 

5 ’ 

26. (d) a =.5 cm b = 12cm c=13cm S = -- 

r (radius of inscribed circle) = 
jx5xl2 

r = -= 2 cm A is rtd A 

54-12 + 13 

2 

.•. Area of circle = 71 (if = 4ji sq. cm 

27. («) 

28. (b) Vol. of wood = Outer vol.-Inner vol. 

= 120 x 80 x 40-115 x 75 x 35 
= 82125 cu cm 

29. (b) Vol of wire = Vol of sphere 


a + b + c 
2 


^ 1000 ^ ^^“3”^ 100 ^ 


.•./ = 243m 


30. 

(c) 

31. (c) 

32. 

(fl) 

33. 

(«) 

34. 

ie) 

35. 

(c) 

36. (^ 

37. 

(«) 

38. 

m 

39. 

id> 

40. 

(e) 

41. (a) 

42. 

(^) 

4d. 

(c) 

44. 

(e) 

45. 

(<0 

46. (e) 

47. 

(e) 

48. 

(c) 

49. 

(e) 

50. 

W 
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GENERAL AWARENESS 


1. Approach of the Planning Commission to the 8th 
IMvc-Year Plan aims at a growth rate of; 

5.6% (b) 6.5% 

'^c) 7.2% (d) 4.5% 

2. According to Dalton's Atomic Theory^ the smal¬ 
lest particle which can exist independently is: 

(<i) a molecule a cation 

(c) an anion \d) an atom A 

3. Anaerobics are: ' 

(а) bacteria which can complete their life cycle 
without oxygen 

(б) bacteria which can complete their life cycle 
without water 

(c) colonies of unicellular bacteria 
{ft) colonies of multicellular bacteria 

4. How many chromasomes are there in a body cell 
of human being? 

(a) 26 (b) .36 

(^6 (d) 56 

5. uie leader who left politics, retired to Pondicher¬ 
ry and set up an 'ashram' there was: 

(a) Bipin Chandra j^al 
(^) Aurobindo Ghosh 
Lokmanya Tilak 

(d) Bhikaji Gama 

6. What form of Satyagraha did Dandi March sig¬ 
nify? 

(a) Non-cooperation 
^(b) Civil Disobedience 

(r) Individual Satyagraha 
(d) None of these 

7. The well known Indian revolutionary who died 
in jail wlyle on hunger .strike was: 

JatinDas (b) Raj Guru 

(c) Sukh Oev (d) Bhagat Singh 

8. The 1994 Magsaysay Award was presented to 
Smt Kiran Bedi for her notable contribution in the field of; 

v<^) Government Service 

(b) Social Service * 

(c) International Understanding 

(d) Community Building 

9. The Chairman of the Indian Atomic Energy 
Agency ia: 

v(fl) Or R. Chidambaram 
^ (b) Dr A. Gopala Kri^nan 
(c) Dr Abdul Kalam 
id) B.R.Probhakar 

10. The Third Decennial UN International Con¬ 
ference on Popdatiem and Development was held in Sep¬ 


tember, 1994 at; 

(а) Bucharest (^^exico City 

(c) RiodeJaneiro ^iQCairo 

11. What was toe main cause of the 1857 revolution 
in India? 

^ft) introduction of greased cartridges containing 
fat of cows and pigs 

(б) killing of an Indian soldier by British 

(c) abolishment of titles and pensions of Indian 
rulers 

(d) mistreatment of British .soldiers with Indian 
women 

12. Which one of the following is correctly matched? 

(a) Muslim l.eague^Jawaitarlal Nehru ^ 

(b) Swaraj Party—^Bal Gangadhar Tilak 

(c) Ramakrishna Mission—Swami Dayanand 
Saraswati 

(d) Brahmo Samaf—Gopal^rishna Gokhale 
v<p) None of these / 

13. Mahayana and Hinaya^arc th^two divisions of: 

(a) Jainism Buddhism 

(c) Hinduism [jd) Christianity 

14. Who introduced the Permanent Settlement in 
Bengal? y 

4m Lord Cornwallis 
/b) Ix^rdCurzon 
''(c) Lord Dalhousie 

(d) Lord Wellingdon 

15. Who among the following collected and paid 
land revenue to the government under the system of 
Permanent Settlement during the British rule? 

(a) ryots 
^(b) zamindars 

(c) kamams 

(d) village headmen 

16. After which of the following battles the Muslim 
rule was established in India? 

Battle of Tarain 

(b) Battle of Kalinga 

(c) Battle of Kanwah 

(d) Battle of Talikota 

17. In which year was the Tashkent Pact signed be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan? 

(a) 1964 (b) 1965 

(c) 1966 (4 1967 

18. Which of the following is not included in the 
Tri-ratnas of Mahavir, the founder of Jainism? 

(a) right belief (b) right cognition 

(c) right conduct (d) right living 
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19. The Indus valley civilization existed around: 

y) 3000B.C (ft) 2500 BC. 

^c) 1700 B.C. id) 500 B.C 

20. Who was the Prime Minister of Britain when 
India got independence? 

pO Winston Churchill 
Clement Attlee 
(f) Harold Wilson 
(d) Anthony Eden 

21. WhzJ started the Home Rule movement? 
tin LokmanyaTilak 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi 

(c) Jawaharlal Nehru 

(d) Annie Besant 

22. Rabindranath Tagore renounced the knighthood 
in 1919 as a protest again.st. 

mob violence that took place 
\J(p) Jalbanwala Bagh massacre 

(c) racial violence between 1 lindas and Muslims 

(d) British refusing to grant independence to 
India 

23. The last Mughal emperor, Bahadur Shah Zafar 
was exiled by British to* 

(fl)^ndaman (b) Lakshadwtvp 

Burma (tf) England 

24 Who were the first Muslim invaders of India? 

(a) Turks 

(b) Mongols 
Ac) Arabs 
(d) Mughals 

25. in the battle of Haldighati Akbar defeated 
(fl) RanaSanga 

(b) lai Singh 
y(c) RanaPratap 

(d) Uday Singh 

26. Goa was first colonised by: 

(fl) British (b) French 

(c) Dutch m/{d) Portuguese 

27. A resolution asking for complete independence of 
India was pas.sed in the session or the Indian National 
Congress held at: 

(fl) Calcutta (b) Bombay 

(c) Surat «^) Lahore 

(c) None of these 

28. Battle of Plas.sey was fought in: 

^ (fl), 1557 (b) 1657 

1757 (d) 1858 

^) None of these 

29. When was Delhi made the capital of British rule 
in India? 

(fl) 1877 (b)1889 

(f) 1901 1911 

30. V/ha introduced Engl!^ education in India? 

Mr Warren Hastings 

/fyf) Lord Dalhousie 
/c) Lord William Bentinck 


(d) LordCurzon 

31. The policy of "Subsidiary alliance" was adc^ted 
by: 

(fl) Lord V>Blliam Bentinck 

(b) l.ord Cornwallis 

(c) Lcfrd Dalhousie 
[jiti] Lord Wellesley 

32. Who started the Quit India movement? 

(a) C.R.Das 

(b) Dadabhai Naoroji 

(c) jawahar Lai Nehru 
idT M.K. Gandhi 

33. Who was the first President of the Indian 
National Congress? 

(fl) A.O.Hume 

(b) Dada Bhai Naoroji 

(c) W.C. Bonnerji 

(d) J.C Row 

34. Name the person who demarcated the India- 

Pakistan boundary? ^ 

(i^ fxird Mountbatten 
^Jip) Radctiffc , 

' (c) Winston'Churchill 
(d) LordWavell 

35. Who was the first Governor General of free India’ 

l.ouis Mountbatten 
^(M 'Dr Rajendra Prasad 
C Rajagopalachari 

(d) W. Bentinck 

36. Gandhi-lrwin pact was declared in: 

(fl) 1934 (b) 1929 

1930 (d) 1942 

37. Columbus discovered America in the year: 

(fl) 1492 (b) 1498 

(c) 1496 (d) 1514 

38. Constitution of India came jnto force frpm: 

(fl) 15th August 1947 

(b) 26dt January 1948, 

August 1949 
\/^) 26th January 1950 

39. Tulsidas lived during the reign of: 

(d) Shahjehan . ' •(b) Jehangir 

(c) Aurangzeb (d) Humayun 

40. America got its independehce in the year 

(fl) 1785 y^) 1776" 

(c) 1770 (d) 1876 

41. The Ajftftta caves, situated in Maharashta, were 

built durine^fie: , ' ' 


Gupta period - % 

^b) Maurya periocT' 

(c) Kushan [ieriad « 

(<0 Mughal period 

42. To which category do the forests of Weshrni Ghats 
belong? • \ . ‘ ’ , 

(fl) Dropicalievergreen fain fcHests 
(b) Deciduous forests 
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(c) Mountain forests 
(i) Scrub forests 

43. Tea is grown in soil which is X. Tea contains a lot 
ofY. 

In the above statement X and Y respectively signify: 

(a) Alkaline and Caffeine 

(b) Acidic and Caffeine 

(c) Alkaline and Nicotine 

(d) Acidic and Nicotine 

44. The atmosphere consists of several layers. What 
is the lowest layer of the atmosphere called? 

(a) Exosphere . 

(b) Stratosphere- 
f^{c) Troposphere 

(d) Ionosphere 

45. Black Holeas: 

(a) a big hole in the centre of Sun. 
if»)a^laxy of stars 

Uffa space of intense gravitational force caused 
by collapse of a star 

(d) the eleventh planet in our solar system which 
was discovered by pioneer space craft 

46. Steppes are: 

(a) winds blowing in and arortnd Mediterranean 
Sea 

temperate grassland regions in Eurasia 

(c) tribals of Madhya Pradesh 

(d) huge temples of Egypt 

47. Trade winds are: 

(a) winds that blow from the sub-tropical belts 
towards polar regions 

ik)r winds that blow from the sub-tropical belts 
towards equator 

(c) winds that blow from polar regions towards 
sub-tropical belts 

(d) hot dry winds blowing from Sahara to the 
Mediterranean Sea 

48. In which continent is Atacama Desert situated? 

(a) North America 

South America 
(c) Asia 
(<0 Africa 

49. A bowl-shaped depression created as a result of 
glacial erosion high on a mountain side is called; 

(a) tarn 

(b) hum 

(c) hanging trough 
cirque 

50. The latitude of a place, on a.night of clear sky, can 
36 determined by deterrtnining: 

the angular distance of Jhe Pole Star above tfte, 
horizon ’ ' 

(b) the altitude of Vbius 

(c) the angle between eard^ Venus and Pole Star 
cannot be determined inf lUght 

51. Vfeatherbig isanammlprocessof; 

(a) breaklHg up, deta^-and disiidegration of 


rocks 

(b) change in weather condition 

(c) change in seasons 

{d) decomposition of dead materials 

52. Which of the following planets is farthest from 
sun? 

(<i)Metfcury (b) Jupiter 

^j(ejuranus (d) Venus 

53. What percentage of the total geographical area of 

India is covered by forests? * • • ■ 

. {a) 70% “ (b) 60.88% 

^ic) 34.88% 22.88% 

54. Ajanta caves are situated in: 

Maharashtra 

(b) Andhra Pradesh 

(c) Uttar Pradesh 

(d) Tamil Nadu 

55. As we go up in the atmosphere: 

(a).-temperature decreases and pressure increases 

both temperature and pressure decrease 
•^c) both temperature and pressure increase 

(d) temperature increases and pressure decreases 

56. Which State is covered mostly with black soil? 

(a) Madhya Pradesh' 

WJsJ-'Maharashtra 

\c) Bihar 

(d) Punjab 

57. The main cause of occurrence of earthquakes is: 
^^^^j^<^movemfnt in earth strata 

volcanic eruptions 

(c) nuclear explosions' 

(d) storms 

58. Which one of the following is the correct sequence 
of planets in order of increasing distance from the sun?" * ' 

• (a) Venfis, Mars, Uranus, Mercury 

(b) Mercury, Eartb, Venus, Mars • 

Mcrcury,'Venus, Earth, Mars , 

(d) Jupiter, Mercury, Venus, Earth 

(e) None of these 

59. Relative humidity of the atmosphere is measured 
by; 

(a) BapMTicter 
»(i|)--d^ygrometer 
Fathometer 
(d) Spectograph 

60. The distance between two stars is m^ured by 
the unit of: 

(a) metre vJ[W’'^ht year 

(c) mile (d) yard 

61. Florida strait connects: 

(a) 'Gulf of Mexico with Atlantic Ocean 

(b) Pacific Ocean with Atlanjtic Ocean 

(c) Caribbean Sea with Gulf of Mexico 

(d) Gulf of Mexico with PaciBc Ocean 

62. Bauxite is an ore of: 

(a) zinc i£b>-trtuminium 
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(cWron (d) manganese 

63. Brack soil is best suited for: 

cotton (b) wheat 

^ (c) ji^ (d) rice 

64. Wl^h of the fol lowmg States lead.*: in the produc¬ 
tion of whrat? 

Punjab (b) Haryana 

Uttar Pradesh (d) Madhya Pradesh 

65. Which of the following countries expenences fre¬ 
quent eart)>quake&^ 

Japan (b) Singapore 

(c) Mexico (<0 Iraq 

66. What season is there in Australia during 
Christmas? 

(fl) winter (b) summer 

(c) spring (d) autumn 

67 Which Q^e following is referred to as the Fourth 
Estate’ 

(h) Doco'darshan 

(c) JucjKiary (d) Parliament 

68. Kai^a is a 

ytej^aport (b) aeroplane 

glacier (d) car 

69. Which one of the following hill stations is situated 
in Himachal Pradesh? 

• {a) Kasauli (li) Mussoorie 

(c) Ooty (d) Pahalgam 

70 Bhoodan movement was started by: 

Ja) Achaiya Vinoba Bhave 

faya Ptakash Narayan 

(c) M.K Gandhi 

(d) dautama Buddha 

71 Who invented the script for the blind? 

jia) Louis Braille (6) Guttenburg 

(c) Sholes (d) Caxton 

72. On which river is Hirakud Dam built? 

(a) Sutlej fjlj^amodar 

(r) Ganga Majumadt 

73. On which of the followinawers is Washington 

(USA) situated? jT 

(а) Danube Potomac 

(c) Nile (d) Hudson 

74. l^mba is in; 

V(^ Kerala 

(б) Karnataka 

(c) Andhra Pradesh 

{a) 

75. Apartheid means: 

(p; favouring one race at the cost of anotiier 
^b) a general pardqn 

(c) the act of attacking 

(d) direct exchange of commodities 

76. The Shpnti Swamp Bhatnagar awards are given 
for excelienepm: 

(q>^rming 

\y^) science and technolpgy 


(c) economy 

(d) literature 

77. Where is the Tata Institute of Fundamental Re 
search situated? 

« (a) Bombay (h) Pune 

(c) Nasik (<0 Bangalore 

78. In which year will U.K. give possession of Honi 

Kong to Chi^ * 

(ayWO (b) 1995 

1997 (d) 2000 

79. Which Indian State has the largest population? 

(a) Keraja 

(b) Madhya Pradesh 
fp)^aharashtra 

Uttar Pradesh 

80. 'fOiIinga Prize' is awarded for 

promoting international peace 
vf6) ijmproving public understarTding of science 
promoting literature , 

(d) investigative journalism 

81. Which one of the following is correctly matched 

(a) ''SyeJfrajya is my birthright"—Mahatami 
j6andhi 

"Dilli Chalo"—Subhash Chander Bose 
V/(c) "You give me blood and I will give yoi 
freedom"—^Winston Churchill 
(d) Jai jawan, Jai Kisan—Jawahar I.al Nehm 

82. Which ofjhe following is the highestrank m Ai 
Force? 

{a) Wing Commander 

(b) Flying Officer 
^ Squadron Leader 

V^) Air Commodore 

83. 'Operatioi^lOod'refers to: 

(a) use^afpreventive measures for flood devasta 

ikJn , , > > 

Ujff dairy development for increased nftill 
production , , 

(c) a study of floods in India 

(d) militaty operation in Siachen Glacier are* 
ofJ&K 

84. In a Parliamentary form of government the execu 

tive is responsible to the; I 

{a) people 

(b) President 

legislature x 

'(«0 judiciary 

85. The Public Accoura' Committee submits ih 
report to the: 

(a) Prime Minister ^ 

, (b) Rnance Minister 

President 
^^d) Pariiammt 

86. Education was transferred to the Concurrent Lisi 
from the State List by the: 

J ) 40tt) Amendment Act 
) 42nd AmendniKnt Act 


Committee submits ih 
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(c) 43 k 1 Amendment Act 

(d) 39th Amendment Act 

87. WhaHe'ihe nature of Indian Constitution? 
(aW^n-federal 

Unitary 

y/^) Quasi-federal 
(<0 Federal 

88. The 7di Schedule of the Indian Constitution con* 
tains: 

(a) allocations of seats for each State and Union 
✓Territory in Parliament 
Union List, State List and Concurrent List 

(c) Forms of Oattis and Affirmations 

(d) Official languages of India 

89. Which five-year>plan terminated one year before 
its scheduled period? 

(a) second 

(b) third 
(c^ourth 

J4 fifth 

90. ”During photosynffiesis, plants need* 

(a) Oxygen 

(b) ^trogen 

f^Water 

Carbon dioxide 

yf. The element which has more than one form is 
called: 

^ electron 
\/(b) allotropes 

(c) isotope 

(d) proton 

92. 'Heavy water' is used in- ^ 
making soft dtinkSf 

6) atomic reactors - , » 

"(c) car battery 

(d) hospitals for drinking 

93. A Stick partly immersed in water appears bent 

because of. . 

(a) reOeftion 

(b) ^arisation 

^sicV/Kfractiim 

W scattering 

94. The velocity of tite sound in vacuu m 

(a) greater than in air ** 

^ less than inair • "V" ^ 

^ (c)sahie as in air 
None of ttiese 

95. Ball beasH^ ate used in cycles, scooters, mobikes 
etc to: 

(ayndtxcB friction between wheel and axle 
increase friclltm between wheel and axle 

(e) to reduce friction between ground and vehicle 
(<0 to reduce area of obniact between the two 

surfiaoesin contact 

96. Pasteurisation of milk means; 

Oi) heating of tnilk to dmut ICKPC 


heating of milk to about Bl^C 
cooling of milk to about 4*C 
(i) cooling of milk to about O^C 

97. Who discovered Neutron? 

(a) Rutherford 

(b) Einstein 
Chadwick 

Id) Otto Hahn 

98. Horse-power IS a unit of. 
y/(a) power 

(b) electric current 

(c) three-horses 

(d) electricity 

99. Lexicography IS the study of. 

(a) insects 

dijeompiling of dictionary 

(c) plant iife 

(d) pottery 

100. \yhich of the ftdiowing disease is caused due to 
shortage of red blood cells? 

(a) Meningitis 

(b) Leukaemia 

(c) Arthritis 
V (d)/Anaemia 

ANSWERS 


1. 

(«) 

2. 

(d) 

3. («) 

4. 

(c) 

5. 

(b) 

6. 

(b) 

7. («) 

8. 

(a) 

9. 

(«) 

10. 

(d) 

11 (a) 

12. 

W 

13. 

(b) 

14 

(«) 

15. (b) 

16. 

(«) 

17. 

(c) 

18. 

(d) 

19. (a) 

20. 

(b) 

21. 

(«) 

22. 

(b) 

23. (c) 

24. 

(c) 

25. 

(c) 

26. 

(d) 

27. (d) : 

28. 

(c) 

29. 

(«0 

30. 

(c) 

' * 31. (d) 

32. 

(d). 

33. 

(c) 

34. 

W 

.35. (a) I 

36. 

(c) 

37. 

(«) 

38. 

(d) 

-39. (b) 

40. 

(b) 

41. 

(«) 

42. 

(«) 

43. (a) 

44. 

(c) 

45. 

(c) 

46. 

(b) 

47. (b) 

48. 

(b) 

49. 

<d) 

50. 

(») 

51. (a) 

52. 

(c) 

53. 

(rf) 

54. 

(«) 

55. (b) 

56. 

(b) 

57. 

(«) 

58. 

(e) 

59. (b) 

60. 

(b) 

61. 

W 

6Z 

(b) 

63, (a) 

64. 

(c) 

65. 

(«). 

66. 


67. (a) 

68. 

<«) 

69. 

Wi 

70.' 

,(«) 

71. (a) 

72. 

<d) 

73. 

w 

74. 

W 

75. (a) 

76. 

(!») 

.77. 

w 

78. 

(c) 

79. (d) 

80, 

0) 

81. 

(&) 

82. 

(d) 

83. (b) 

84. 

(c) 

85. 

(C) 

86. 

(b) 

87. <c) 

88. 

(b) 

89. 

(d) 

90. 

(d) 

M. 0) 

92. 

0) 

93. 

(e) 

94. 

(b) 

95. (a) 

96. 

0) 

97. 

(c) 

98. 

(d) 

99. (b) 

100. 

(d) 
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VOCABULARY 


Improve Your Word Power 


1. array: (a) bend (b) place (r) boast (d) submit 

2. blitz (v): (a) condone (b) attack (r) attract 
(d) compensate. 

3. conurbation: (a) large area (b) grave-yard (c) bat¬ 
tle field (d) castle. 

4. defunct: (a) timid (b) dreadful (c) ineffective 
(d) fashionable. 

5. effigy: (a) mask (b) interval (c) climax (d) dummy. 

6. faze: (a) pacify (b) simplify (c) encourage 
(d) deter 

7. grime: (a) dirt (b) choice (c) selection (d) identity 

8. hiatus: (a) depth (i;) seriousness (c) gap (d) suc¬ 
cess. 

9. invoke: (a) compel (b) summon (c) discard 
(d) destroy. 

10. jangle: (a) corrupt (b) ring (c) betray (d) brag. 

11. kip(v): (a) permit (ii) omit (c) sleep (d) walk. 

12 limbo: (a) suspicion (b) expulsion (c) suspension 
(d) uncertainty. 

13. mystique: (a) secret (b) revelation (c) explosion 
(d) exploitation 

14. num-skuil/numb-skull: (a) vulgar person 
(b) manipulator (c) stupid person (d) clever person. 

15. obstreperous: (a) sweet (b) noisy (r) ugly 
(d) powerful. 

16. plank: (a) scandal (b) saint (c) message 
(d) policy. 

17. quandary: (a) perplexity (b) understanding 
(r) agreement (d) discussion. 

18. ruckus: (a) exhibition (b) experiment (c) uproar 
(d) reward. 

19. totten (a) explore (b) shake (c) condemn 
(d) reform. 

20. unearth: (a) discover (b) deliver (c) invent 
(d) notify 


ANSWERS 

1. array: (b) place (in battle order). 

—^The farmers of Australia, suffering from drought 
are arrayed against wild rabbits, who are likely to eat their 
live-stoik. 

2. blitz (v): (b) attack, damage. 

—Many towns and civilian installations in Iraq were 
badly blitzed during the Gulf War. 

3. conurbation: (c) large area (urban). 

—Future earthquakes are likely to be more destructive 
. as more than half of world's pqsulation will be living in 
vast conurbations. 

I 4 defunct: (c) dead, ineffective. ' 

—After a thorough examination by 'an expert's com- 
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mittee, some of the social organisations were found 
defunct. 

5. effigy: (d) dummy, model, carved figure. 

—^The police burst tear gas shells when die agitators 
tried to burn the effigy of their opponent. 

6. faze: (d) deter, ruffle, bother. 

—Some people don't get fiaed even what they are 
subjected to dl t^es of disturbances. 

7. grime: (a) dirt, rubbish. 

—^The all-pervasive slime (mud) and grime around the 
slums and shanties is an eye-sore. 

8. hiatus; (c) gap, interruption, void. 

—^We often fail to achieve the ideal because of the ‘ 
/uafus between what we profess and what we practise. 

9. invoke: (6) summon, call, use. 

—The government has invoked the Offleial Secrets Act 
in having the book banned. 

10. jangle: (6) ring, clash, rattle. 

—Her huge gold earrings jangle wildly as she raises 
her fists at the injustices of the poor 

11. kip(v): (r) sleep. 

—During the war, soldiers have no choice but to kip, 
either in an open held or in a trench. 

12. limbo: (d) uncertainty. 

—^The project must remain in a state of limbo until the 
experts give their opinion. 

13. mystique: (a) secret, hidden. 

—am in search of a simple text-book that helps to 
dispel some of the mystique surrounding computers. . . 

14. num-skull/numb-skull: (c) stupid person. 

—^No amount of make-up or false appearance can 
conceal the real personality of a num~skull tor Itmg. 

15. obstreperous: (6) notey, unruly. 

—^Fle becomes obstreperous whoi he has had a few 
drinks. 

16. plank: (d) policy, programme, promise. 

—Reservation is currenUy the main political plank of 
all parties in India. 

17. quandary; (a) perplexity, bewilderment. 

—For most consumers, the continuous rise in prices is 
nothing less than a quandary. 

18. ruckus: (c) uproar, noisy disturbance. 

—An inadvertent remark by die Chief guest caused a 
ruckus among the audience. 

19. totten (h) shake, stagger, tremUe. 

—Under the impact of loud eimiosion, both men and 
nearby buildidgs seemed totlermg nr a vidiile. 

20. imearthi (ii) discover., ^ 

—Research scholars are alwaw keen to tatearth some ^ 

new facts about Shdceapeaie and his times. 


TEST OF REASONING—I 


Q. 1-t. In each Avcatioii givM below, a telated pair 
of wotda is fonowea bjr five pain of words. Select ttie 
pair that ex|»cases tfie relationship tfut is most similar 
to duit of the pair given in question: 

1. flow-sheet: manufacture: : ? : ? 

(a) formula: product 

(b) cameraman: film 

(c) scenario: writer 

(d) script; actor 

(c) blue-print: architect 

2. intelligentsia: elitist:: ?: ? 

( 0 ) rabble: plebeian 

(b) LQ.: intelligent 

(c) outer shell: sea shell 

(c) gentry: public 

(e) communalism: comm<m masses 

3. energy:dissipate 

(a) charge: battery 

(b) food: temperature 

(c) money: squander 

(d) power: generator 
(c) atom: explosion 

4. lugubrious:sorrowful 

(a) sorry;gloomy 

(b) lustrous: luscious 

(c) credfole: incredible 

(d) euphoric: cheerful 

(e) frenzied: excited 

5. trilogy: novel? 

(a) serial: episode 

(b) gun: cartridge 

(c) fabric: weaving 

(d) milk:cteam 

(e) rfoe:huric 

ik intiiihidatewheedle 
( 0 )'extol; dispuage*' 

(b) outwardly: truly 

(c) defile rpoUttte 

(d) opHondUnats: frimdshi^ 

(e) i««diuite:fluduate. 

Q. Find fttbfhe.clifelMBl pair o| letten from the 

nWonriiip as 


sic., (byik ' 

"y 


8. PEDiIHG::?:? 

(a) ACBrGPE (b) IJ9 

(c) DEFiIGH (d) TS 

(e) None of these 

9. V:X::H:? 

( 0 ) Y (b) T (c) I 

(d) Z (e) None of these 

10. PS:DG::?:? 

(a)CE:TR (b) Kh 

(c) EH;TW (d) Ft 

(e) None of these 

11. BC:GH::?:? 

( 0 ) FT:XW (I»)ST:UV 

(c) OP. QR (d) ST .XY 

(p) None of these 


(b) UKrLMO 
(d) TSRiWVU 


(6) KM:OQ 
(d) FH:JJ 


df'‘- 


, V ■* 




Q. 12-17. Firares given in each question follow a set 
pattern. Determine the pattern and find out ttie correct 
answer from the alternatives given below each question: 

12. 12; 8; 14; 6; 16;... 

( 0 ) 18 {b) 32 (c) 5 

(jd) 4 (e) None of these 

13. 1;8;27;... 

( 0 ) 37 (b) 47 (c) 57 

(<0 64 (e) None of these 

14. 4; 9; 20; 43; 90;... 

( 0 ) 180 ib) 182 (c) 179 

(d) 185 (e) None of these 

15. 12; 32; 72; 152;...; 632; 

( 0 ) 515 (b) 613 (c) 815 

(d) 312 (a) None of these 

16. 5; 8; 12; 17; 23;...; 38; 

( 0 ) 26 (b) 28 (c) 30 

(d) 29 (e) None of these 

17. 15; 20; 30;...; 65; 

( 0 ) 35 . (b) 40 (c) 45 

(d) 50 (e) Noneoffoese 

Q. ld>24. Answer these questions on the basis of 
statements given below: 

1. Seeta, Raiendra and Suiendra are children of Mr 
and Mn Agcawal. 

2. Renu, Raja and Sund are children of Mr and Mrs ' 
Malhotra. 

X Sti^ md Seeta are married and Ashok and Sanjay 
aiedtrirddldren. 

; 4. Geeta is married to Surendra and Hteir Uuee 
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children are Ritu, Sonu and Raju. 

5. Geeta and Rakesh are children of Mr and Mrs 
Gupta. 

18. How is Rajendra related to Raju? 


(b) uncle 
(d) father-in-law 


(a) brother (b) uncle 

(c) cousin (d) brother-in-law 

(e) None of these 

19. Rajotdra is Ashok's... 

(a) maternal uncle (b) uncle 
(c) brother-in-law (d) father-in-law 
(e) None of these 

20. Rakesh is Surendra's... 

(a) brother (b) cousin 

(c) brother-in-law (d) maternal uncle 

(e) None of these 

21. What is the surname of Sanjay? 

(a) Malhotra (b) Gupta 

(c) Agrawal (d) Surendra 

(e) None of these 


22. How is Rakesh related to Rita? 

(a) brottier (b) btodier-in-law 

. (c) uncle (d) maternal uncle 

(e) None of these 

23. Renu is Sanjay's... 

(a) aunty (b) niece , 

(c) cousin (d) sister 

(e) None of these 

24. Raju's surname is.... 

(a) Gupta 

(b) Malhotra 

(c) Agrawal 

(d) Surendra 

(e) None of these 

25. If 30th January of 1993 was on Saturday, the 30th 
December of that year would be on: 

(a) Monday (b) Hibrsday 

(c) Tuesday (d) Friday 

(e) None of these 


Given below ate two sets of figures, the problem figures and the answers figures marked 1,2,3,4 and 5. You have 
to find out which of the answer figures would be next one in succession of the problem figures: 


noBuMncuim 


ANSWER FinURES 


d d "d "d 



Hi 


ISU 

- X 
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r\ 
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r\ 
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n 

0 











Ti 
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w r\ 

^ r\ ^ r\ 
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12. (<0 There are two series 12,14,16.. and 8,6,4... 

13. (d) The series is l^ 2®'3^ 4*... 

14. (d) Theseriesis(4x2) +1 s9;(9x2) + 2a20; 

(20 x 2) + 3 = 43...i.c x2 + l,2,3,... 

15. (d) Each next number is double + 8 its preceding 

number. 

16. (c) The numbers have gaps of 3,4,5,6... respectively. 

17. (c) Thenund>ershavegapsof5,10,15,20...respective- 

»y- 

18. to24. 


□□ nn nc cn 
nn cu uu □□ 


0] lAl 0 



_ ANSWER AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1. (c) Both are provided with a base for ihe maker to use 

his imagination and create something. 

2. (a) The relationship is diat of class and quality. 

3. (c) Bodi the items are related with die way diey are 

wasted. 

4. (e) Bodt mean die same’with a sdght shade of dif> 

fdience. 

5. (a) The reladonship is that of a limited number that 

form a partoftne whole. 

6. (c) Bodi the words work towards a commcsi cause. 

7. (a) Them is a gap of 3 letters in the paie 

6. (d) The sets have consecudve letters in reverse order. 

9. (e) Thelet|er8diotild1^TMl^^l^fPg>^<>f<>>'*lBder. 

10. (e) The letters have ^P of two letters. 

11. ^ Letters sets have gtq>(rfduee)ettera-in between. 


18 (b) 19. (a) 20. (c) 21. (a) 

22. (d) 23. (a) 24. (c) 25. (b) 

26. 5. An extra line and a mark in the new comer is added 

by turns. 

27. 5. Figure rotates anti-clockwise and two and three 

lines are added respectively 

28. 5. Figures are added according to a set pattern 

(l|, l|;2;2;...) 

29. 3. IWo curves of the same side (above/below arrow) 

would change or one curve and direction of the 
arrow would change. 

30. 5. Curves change by turns. 

31. 2. The additional lines follow a definite pattern. 

3Z 4 Figures at die head change each time and one of die 
bars at a dme is put in c^posite direction. 

33. 4. Figures rotate clockwise and one at the upper right 

comer changes. 

34. 5. Curvoschangeafter two rotations by turns. 

35. 5. The head of bars change and the lower one goes to 

the top. 

36. 3. Curves at both ends ate in the same direction. 

37. 1. Lines near arrow-head an 2 in others they are 3. 

38. 1. Leaves near each other should be dark. 

39. 4. IWo figures should be identical 

40. 5. The outw and inner figures are file same. 
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30. 5. 

31. 2. 

32. 4 


34. 5. 

35. 5. 

36. 3. 

37. 1. 
3a 1. 

39. 4. 

40. 5. 




































TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find the odd*man out: 


1. (a) voluRunous 

(b) ample 

(c) massive 

,(d) compact 

(e) bulky 

2 (a) cascade 
(d) stream 

.(b) gust 
(e) geyser 

(c) fountain 

3 (a) Neptune 
(d) Mercury 

(b) Mars 
•(e) Anel 

(c) Apollo 

4 4fl) forecast 
(d) plan 

(b) prospects 

(c) pre^^ 

(c) protocol 

5 (a) migrate 
»(d) settie 

(b) march 
(e) traverse 

(c) roam 


6 (a) collection (b) compilation (c) assemblage 

(d) cluster *((>) assortment 

7 (a) Mianmar <(b) Laos (c) Bhutan 

(d) Vietnam (a) 2^mbia 

8 (a) butchery (b) massacre (c) slaughter 

(d) assassmabon .(e) mcamation 

Write the rint five letters of dte alphabets in reverse 
order then add the next five ietters in reverse oideiv go on 
adding sets of five letters in reverse order for four times 
till six letters remain. Add these six letters in reverse 
order loo. Now answer the following questions. 

(Alphabets ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST 
UVWXYZ) 

9 'K' is between 

(d)J&Q (b) S&M (c)i&N 

(d) L&T (e) None of these 

10 17th letter from tlw begmning IS* 

(a) S (b) Q (c) R 

(d) N (e) None of these 

11 Which letter is exactly in the middle of 15th letter 
from the beginning and sixteenth l^ter from the end^ 

(a) N (b) L (c) M 

(d) T (e) None of these 

12. The letter before'Z'would be 

(«) Q (b) Y (c) P 

(d) R (e) NoneofOiese 

Questions 13 to 15 are based on tfie word PARTI* 
TION. 

13. If it is possible to form a meanii^ful word from 
2nd, 3rd, 5iiv 6m and 9th letters of the woid, whidt would 
beitsMlet^? 

(«) A (b) R (c) I 

(rf) T (e) N 

14. If sU the nine letters of die word wane to be ar* 
raiqgedalphabeticaUy, which would be sevendi letter fimn 

m Wfbs cowennoNMAsmt 


the beginning? , 

(«) N (b) O (c) P 

(d) T (e) Noneofdiese 

15. How many letters m the word have not been 
repeated^ 

(0) 3 (b) 4 (c) 5 

(d) 6 (e) Ncme of these 

Which set of signs +, x and -t-from the options would 
be needed for the equation if the signs were to be hlied in 
the gaps re^ectively 

16 7-7-7-7-7 = 49 

(fl) +/--,>< (b) X,(c) +,+,x,- 

(d) - x,-,+ (e) +,x,-,+ 

17 5-5-5-5-5 = 21 

(a) (b) +,x,-,+ (c) +,+,-,x 

(d) +,+,K~ (e) 

18 3-3-3 -3-3 = 2 

(a) +,+,x,- (b) +,x,+,- (c) +,-,+,x 

(d) x,-,+,+ (f) +,+,x,- 

Letters in questions 19 to 23 have ttie same codes. 
Find out right code for letters enclosed in box. 


(c) X 


(c) +,-,+,x 


(a) n 

(b)c 

(c) k 

(d) w 

(e) h 

20 T 
(a) w 

P W 
W g 

E R 
(c) 1 

(d) k 

(e) d 

21 

(atr 

A S 
(b) k 

T E 
(c) g 

(d) b 

(e) h 

22. Y 
(a) k 

E A 
(b) h 

s m 

(C) ^ 

(d) n 

(e) 1 

23 S 
(a) w 


R T 

(p) X 

id) k 

(e) b 


According to a certain codei 
hic pic Ik sic means "My hiend is ill" 
tic bK ]ic pic means "Mohan is very ridi" 
rue SK tk kk means "My rkh uncle died." 

)ic dK nk hic means "Uncle was very ill" 

24. What IS the code for'unde'? 

(a) tic (b) luc (c) dk 

(<0 kk (e) Noneoflhasn 
25 The code woids'ficthfvWuM swan: 

(a) myimde (jb) Olunfle friend's uncle 

(<0 ridiMend <e> 

24. 'hMianwasiR'wquIdbfWf^W 

^ dkjikbk , m ^ >pcmbde 

(d)nkbikpk (erMdddofMi 


^ if 


..k I 






A pcnon is given a chatt and is asked to mark a 
certain area with white lines. He starts hnm point 'P and 
goes 10 metres towards soutfi, then he turns left and goes 
U metres, then he turns ri^t and marks die line for five 
metresr he again turns ri^t and covers 17 metres. Then 
he turns right again and covets a distance of 15 metres 
and puts a small pole there. From there he heads straight 
towards 'P. 

27. How far is die pole from P and in which direction? 

(a) Smtseast (b) Smtssouth (c) Smtswest 
(<0 Smtswest (c) None of these 

28. What would be the total area of Uie land thus 
marked with the straight lines? (in sq mts) 

(a) 192 (b) 250 (c) 186 

(<0 165 (e) None of these 

A is taller fiian F but shorter than E who is shorter 
than B. C is not as tali as F and D is taller fiian B. 

29. Who is the shortest? 

(fl) B (b) F (c) C 

(d) E (e) Noneoftfiese 

30. If A, B, C, D, E and F stood in a line according to 
their heights and we started counting from the tallest as 
one, the ^rth person would be; 

(a) A (b) C <■ (c) D 

(d) F (e) None of these 

31. How many numbers from 1 to 30 can be divided 
by 2 and 3 both? 

(a) 4 (b) 6 (c) 7 

(<0 8 (e) None of these 

Five persons A, B, C, D and E are wearing shirts of 
green, red, black, blue and white-colours and caps of 
these colours as well but the colour of shirt and cap need 
not be the same. Read the following information and 
answer the questions that follow: 

B and C are not wearing anyfoing green or red. 

' A and D are not wearing black shirt or cap. 

E and A have not put on red cap or ^irt. 

Person with blue shirt has a black cap. 

A has not put on blue cap. 

Person with green shirt has put on a blue cap while the 
person with green cap has put on a white shirt. 

C has not put on blue shirt nor E a green cap. 

3Z Who has put on the cap and the shirt of the same 
colour? » 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) D (e) E 

33. B is wearing... cap. 

(a) white (b) black (c) red 

(<0 green (e) blue 

34 A is wearing 

(e) white sldrt and blue cafi^ 

(b) bine shirt and redcap < 

^ (c) white shirt^mdfireen cap 


(d) red diirt and green cap 

(e) green shirt and red cap 

35. Who is wearing black shirt and blue cap? 
(a) A (b) C (c) E 

(d) D (p) No one 


SYLLOGISMS 


[n each question below are givett two statements followed by 
four conclusions numbered 1,11, til and IV. You have to lake the 
two given statetnents to be true even if they seetn to be at variance 
from commonly known facts. Read all the conclusions atwl then 
decide tvhich cy the given conclusions bgicidly follows from the 
two given statements disr(garding commonly known facts. 

Statements: 

36. 1. All bats are hockey-sticks. 

2. Some hockey-sticks are chess-men. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some chess-men are bats. 

11. Some hockey-sticks are not bats. 

m. No chess-men is a bat. 

IV. All chess-men are bats. 

(a) Oily 1 and n follow. 

(b) Only I and in follow. 

(c) Either I or HI follows. 

(d) Only I, ni and IV (ollow. 

(e) None follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

37. 1. Some goats are sheep. 

2. No sheep is a cat. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some sheep are not goats. 

n. Some goats are not cats. 

III. Some goats arc cats, 
rv. No sheep is a goat. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) OnlyllfoUows. 

(c) Only lU follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) Only in and IV follow. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

38. 1. All books are magazines. 

2. All magazines are newspapers. 

Conclusions: 

1. All books are newspapers, 
n. All newspapers are broks. 
in. Some itewspapers are not books. 

IV. Some magazines are neither books nor 
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newspapers. 

(a) Only Hand 10 follow 

(b) Only 101 and IV follow. 

(c) Eithn*tor 10follows 
(<0 None follows. 

(e) Onlylfdlows. 

(a) □ {b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Statements: 

39. 1. Some forte are huts. 

2. All huts ate shops. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some shops are huts. 

0. Some shops are forte. 

01. Some forts are not ^ops. 

IV. No shop is a fort. 

(a) Only 1,0 and 01 follow. 

(b) Only 0,01 and rv follow. 

(c) Only 0 and 10 follow. 

(d) Only I and IV follow. 

(e) None follows. 

(a) Q (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

40. 1. Some children are doctors. 

2. Some doctors are patients. 

Conclusions: 

1. Some children are patients. 

0. Some patients are not doctme. 

01. Some doctors are not childrea 
IV. No child is a patient. 

(fl) Only Hand 01 fdlow. 

(it) Either lor IV follows. 

(c) Ncme follows. 

(d) All follow. 

(e) Only I and 10 follow. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

Statements’ 

41. 1. No girl is a teacher. 

2. Some teachers are doctors. 

Conclusiom: 

). No girl is a doctor. 

0. Some doctors are not teach«s. 

01. Some girls are doctors. 

IV. Some teachers are not doctors. 

(a) Only I and 0 follows. 

(b) Only n ftdlowi. 

(c) CMylOftrilows. 

(d) OnlylaitdlVfcdlows. 

(r) NonefdOnws. , 


(a) a (it) a (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

Statements. 

42. 1. Every lawyer is a Magisttate. 

2. All Magistrates are tall. 

Conclusions. 

I. All lawyers are tall. 

0. All tall people are lawyers. • 

01. No one ofoer than Magistrates is tall. 

IV. AU Magistrates are lawyers. 

(fl) Only I follows. 

(b) Only 10 follows. 

(c) OnlylllandlVfoUow. 

(d) Only I, ID and IV follow. 

(e) None follows. 

(a) □ (it) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

In each question below ts given a statement followed by three 
assumptions nunibered 1,11 a^ III An assumption is sometiung 
supposed or taken for granted. You have td consider the statement 
and the assumptions and decute which of the assumptions is 
impliat in the statement Then decide wlmh of the answers is 
correct. 

Statemait: 

43. "Mr Mehta is accused of tampering with secret 
documents but if he denies the chaiges by swearii^ on 
Geeta, we shall withdraw the charges , officers of a branch 
office tell the General Manager. 

Assumptions’ 

I. It is in the hands of foe officers to withdraw 
charges. 

0. Mr Mehta is believed to be a very religious 
perscm. 

01. The General Manager will agree to the 
proposal. 

(a) Only I is irr^licit 

(b) Only 0 is implicit 

(c) Only I and 0 are implicit. 

(d) All are implicit. 

(e) None is implicit. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

44. "We would go ahead with foe polling process in 
the State X only wl^ we are fully satisfied with the law 
and order situation of the State", says the Chief Election 
Commissicmer. 

Assumption: * 

I. The Chief Election Commissioner is not satis¬ 
fied with foe present situation. 

0. ItisInfoehandsoftheChiefEtectionCom* 
misskmer to dedde foe dates for pdling. 

IIL No pditical party would mind tiie dday in 
elections. 
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(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Both I and n follow. 

(c) Only n and in follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) All I, n and m follow 
(a) a (b) a (c> a 


(d) □ (e) □ 


Statement. 

45. All literacy campaigns ace focussing special atten¬ 
tion on educating women. 

Assumptions. 

I. Men have already been educated. 

II. If women ate educated, the coming genera¬ 
tions automatically get enlightened. 

ni. Literacy rate among women is lower than 
among men. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only I and Ill follow. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) Only n and Ill follows. 

(e) Only II follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement' 

46. "Mobile dispensaries would be deployed in tliosc 
areas of Uttarakhand where there are no hospitals", a 
report. 

Assumptions 

I There are some hospitals in Uttarakhand 
11. It is not possible to have hospitals in all areas 
of Uttarakhand 

in. The climate of the place is very healthy hence 
most of the people in Uttarakhand remain 
healthy. 

(a) Only 1 and II are implicit. 

(b) All the three arc implicit. 

(c) None is implicit. 

(d) Either I or HI is implicit. 

(e) Only m is implicit. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

47. Most of the private *schoois interview parents 
before allowing admission to a child in dieir school. 

Assumptions: 

I. The school authorities want to know whether 
die parents are Enandolly sound, 
n. Schools run some courses for parents as well, 
m. Only smart parents have smart childrert 

(a) Only 1 follows. <> 

(b) Only n follows. 

(c) Only n follows. 


(d) Either n or in follows. 

(e) None is implicit 

(a) a (b) □ (c) Q (d) U (e) □ 

Statement- 

48. "The power shortage in India is expected to be* 
come grim and touch peal^g Portage pdnt widiin a 
year", according to a survey. 

Assumptions: 

I. The Central and the State governments must 
be initiating several proje^ to meet out die 
crisis. 

n Consumption of power IvM been constantly 
increasing at an alarming rate. 

Ill After a year, there would be no shortage of 
power 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(b) Only II IS implicit 

(r) Both I and II are implicit 
(d) Only III is implicit 

(c) Only 1 and III are in^lidt 

(ft) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Statement 

49. The Union Cabinet has approved certain changes 
in some of the Sections in Indian Penal Code. 

Assumplums 

1 Some new type oferimes have sprung up that 
did not exist when IPC was framed. 

If. No diange can be made in OC without the 
approval of the Union Cabinet 

III. liie persons who framed IPC were not far 
enlightened. 

(a) Only 1 IS implicit 

(b) Only II is implicit 

(c) Only III is implidt 

(d) Both I and n are implicit 
(c) None is implicit 

{a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q 

Beloio IS given a passage followed by smrnl poesWletnjeren- 
ces which can be drawn from thefacts stated m the passage. You 
have to examine each inference separdbdty ^ the context ef the 
}xissageand decide upon its degree eftrumarfidsity. Mturkyour 
atistoer 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(b) if probably true 

(c) if data is inadequate 

(d) if {Mdbably false. 

(e) if definitely false. ^ „ 

Conventfonaily, economic deveiopmefit refers to ire- 

crease in Gross Domedk Product as vrt^ w per capHa 
GDP. Of late, the terni development has been siKKlivided 
into rural develimment and uiban dcvctoiMneht. In a 


imonaiiy, economic oeveiopmeru raers lo ire 
atoss Domedk Product as vrt^ w per capita 
te, the terni development has been SiKKlivided 
development and uiben dcvcla|Mneht. In a 
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country like India where over 70 per cent of the total 

K mlation lives in the rural areas, rural development has 
n identified widt economic development, ft is only 
during the mote recent past that need for urban develop¬ 
ment was realised and a comprehensive programme for 
urban development was undertaken. Traditionally, rural 
development has been the essence of economic develop¬ 
ment in India. As majority of rural population is dependent 
on agriculture, directly or indirectly, economic develop¬ 
ment found its expression through land reforms green 
revolution. However it has been realised diat development 
of agriculture is only a part of rural development There arc 
several other areas in economic development which can¬ 
not be ignored. 

50. The urban population has no direct or indirect 
dependence of any sort on rural products. 

(a) U (b) a (c) □ (d) a (c) U 

51. Land reform is essential for development in 
agriculture. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

52. For overall rural development, other areas besides 
agriculture also have to be taken into consideration 
(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (f) a 

53. Programme of urban development was taken up 
l(xig back. 

(a) a (b) a (c) u (d) a (e) a 

54. Rural development and urban development need 
different type of programmes. 

(a) a (b) □ (c) a (d) a (e) a 

55. The new development programmes have boosted 
economic growth. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

56. In present development programme, top priority 
has not been given to agriculture. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

In each question below ts given a statement followed by three 
courses cfachon numbered I, II and III. A course of action is a 
step or an administrative decision to be taken for improvement, 
folloio-up or further action in regard to the problem, policy etc on 
the basis of the iiformation given in the statement You have to 
assume everything in the statement to be true, then decide which 
of the three suggested courses of action logically follow for pur¬ 
suing. 

Statement’ 

57. Loud-speakers are a constant source of distur¬ 
bance for students and patients. 


(c) Only n follows. 

(d) C%ily 1 and 11 follow 

(e) All the three follow 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ i() □ 

Statement’ 

58. India's population control programme has had 
little impact, specially among the less educated lot 

Courses of action 

I. Persons working in the field should go door 
to door and malw person to person contact 

II. Ads related to family planning should be 
made more effective. 

III. If more than two children are born in a family, 
heavy penalty should be imposed on parents. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Only 1 and 11 follow 
(<*) Only II and III follow. 

(a) U (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

Statement. 

59. Unemployment among the educated is constantly 
rising 

Courses cf Aclwn 

I. Higher education must be restricted to very 
few candidates. 

II. All educated and unemployed youth should 
be given unemployment allowance, 
in. Government should create more jobs by ex¬ 
pansion of its schemes for these young per¬ 
sons. 

(a) Only I and n follow. 

(b) Only II and 111 follow. 

(c) All the three follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(e) Only m follows. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 
Statement: 

60. Although government is making so many efforts 
to promote natioiial unity by various proerartunes of rui- 
ticmal integratirm, communalism is regularly taking its toll 


Courses of action: 

I. Areas near hospitals and educational institu¬ 
tions should be declared as silence zone areas. 

II. Use of loudspeakers should be banned from 
8 P.M. to 8 A.M. 

in Loud-speakers should not be allowed in 
private or ptdilic functions. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only 11 and III follow. 


Courses (faction 

I. There should be a reguku^rapport betwem 
the govenunent authorities leaders of 
various communities. 

II. Miscreants should be punished immediatdy 
and severely. 

in. Institutions based (m communalism shoidd 
not be allowed to grow. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 
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(h) Only 11 and m follow. 

(c) Only I follows. 

(d) All foe duee follow. 

(e) None follows. 

(fi) □ (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) a 

Statement: 

61. Hie department of tourism wants the foreign 
tourists to understand and appreciate our country. 

Courses of action; 

I. The department should give licence to those 
guides cmly who are very knoudedgeable and 
have a pleasant personality and expression. 

II. Tourists should not be allowed to visit dirty or 
degraded pockets of the country. 

III. Hotels and modes of travel should be im¬ 
proved so thatmore comfort may be provided 
to our foreign guests. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only I and m follow. 

(c) Only I and n follow. 

(d) Only n and III follow. 

(e) All ate right courses of action. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

Statement: 

62. Ail government hospitals face shortage of beds for 
patients. 

Courses enaction' 

I. The medical department should launch an 
exteisive expansion programme for hospi¬ 
tals. 

U. Hie department should try to make people in 
^ general healthier so that they need not come 

to hospital. 

in. The extra patients should be referred to 
private hospitals. 

{a) Only I follows. 

(b) Oily n follows. 

(c) Only in follows. 

(d) OnlylandnfoQow. 

(e) Onlylandmfdlow. , 

(A) □ (b) a (c) a (d) Q (e) a 

Statement: 

63. Number of beggars Is constandy increasing. 
Courses cfadm: 

I. All foe beggars should be forced to take some 
sort of entj^kiyinenb 

E People in geriml should be requested to stop 
ghr^alriMfo beggars. , 
m Beggsiydiouldbeoonsidecaidasactiine.. 

fo) Only I «td<DI follow. 


(b) Only n and in fdlow. 

(c) All the infereiKes follow. 

(d) N(xie follows. 

(e) Only m follows. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

Read the following information mrefully and answer the 
questions that fdlow 

A firm needs sales men/women for some of its new 
products. The candidates must fulfil foe following condi¬ 
tions. Applications are invited by foe Area Manager. 

(0 The candidate should not be less than 22 or 
more foan 30 years on 1.10.95. Five years' 
relaxation is given to women candidates for 
foe upper limit. 

(n) The candidate must be a graduate with aileast 
50% marks. In case he is not a graduate but 
has 5 years' experience in sales his case would 
be referred to the Zonal Manager for 
favourable action. 

(lul The candidate must be fluent in Hindi as well 
as in English. If, however, he/she has an ag¬ 
gregate of 60% or above has experieiKe of 
sales for 2 years or more and is fluent in local 
language, fluency in English is not necessary 
but the case would be referred to the 
Divisional Manager. 

(fv) The candidate must own a vehicle. 

(v) For debaters and orators foe percentage can 
be relaxed from 50% to 45%. 

(in) For candidates, with an experience of 7 years 
or more m the field, upper age limit can be 
relaxed upto 4 years and foey need not be 
graduates. But foeir cases would be referred 
to the General Manager. 

{m) Applications will not be considered if data is 
inadequate. 

64. Girish Gaur, a graduate with 52% was bom on 
15.5.1967. He owns a scooter, has four years' experience of 
field work in sales and is fluent in Hindi as well as in 
English. 

(a) selected (b) refrared to General Manager 

(c) referred to 2^al Manager 

(d) rqected 

(e) data is not adequate 

65. 28fo Oct 1968 bom Hema is a graduate with 64%. 
She has 3 years' experience in sales, owns a moped, has 
been a debater in Iwr coUe^ days and is fluent in Hindi 
and foe local language. 

(a) selected (b) r^ted 

(c) referred to Dtvi^onal Manager 

(d) referred to Zcmal Manager 

(e) referred to General Manage 

66. fodrani Qiosh was bom on 2nd April 1961. She 
owns a Luna, has e^^ience of sales for 6 yean, is fluoit 
in both bSndi as well as Englidi and is not a graduate. 
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(a) selected (b) rejected 

(c) referred to Zonal Manager 

(d) referred to General Manager 

(e) data inadequate 

67 Jitendra, a graduate with *>8% aggregate was born 
on 212 ^ He has two years' experience in sale and knows 
both the languages, owns a scooter and has been a debater 
in his college days 

(a) Milccted (b) not selected 

(c) referred to General Manager 
((f) refcrrc'd to Zonal Manager 
(e) data inadequate 

68 Kaushal Chowdhan, a graduate with 50% has 
three years experience of sale Bom on 212 71, he owns a 
scooter and has been a debator 

(a) referred to Zonal Manager 

(b) referred to General Manager 
(t) referred to Divisional Manager 

(d) selected (e) data inadequate 

69 Laxmi Mishra, a graduate with 53% was bom on 
5th June 1966 She has tour years' experience m sale, is 
fluent in both the languages Hindi ancl English and owns 
a scooter 

(a) not selected 

(b) referred to Zonal Manager 

(c) selected 

(if) referred to General Manager 
(r) data inadequate 

70 Mahesh Agrawai is not a graduate but has 9 years' 
experience as a salesman Bom on 3rd December 1961, he 
IS fluent in Hindi as well as in English He owns a motor¬ 
bike 

(a) selected (b) referred to Divisional Manager 
(t) not selected 

(if) referred to General Manager 

(e) data inadequate 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (d) All the othc>rs refer to large size 

2 (b) A gust need not have water hke others 

3 (e) All the others are gods 

4 (c) All the others refer to future 

5 (a) In all the others, movement IS involved 

6 (d) All the others are collection of selected Items 

7 (e) All the others are Asian countnes 

8 (e) all the others are associated with kiUmg 

9-12 'EDCBAJIHGFONMLKTSRQPZYXW 
VU' 

9 (d) 10 (a) 11 (c) 12 (c) 

13 (a) TRAIN 14 (e) (R) 15. (c) 

16 (<:) 17 (e) 18 (b) 

19-23 Matdt common letters in words toxQi common letters tn 
codes 

19. (d) 20 (e) 21 (c) 22 (a) 

23. (c) 24 (b) 25 26. (b) 



N 


W 


29 (c) 30 (a) 31 (<•) 32 (d) 

33 (b) 34 (c) 35 (e) 

Questtorib (fthe next srt are bat solved by mahng diagrams of 
all the poiiibk siluatums and thu'^ reaching a jbol-pro^Lcmcliision 
let each item be represented byaanle irrespective oj its size 

36 (0 



38 (e) 




42 (a) 


43 

(d) 

44 

Q>) 

45 


•46 

(») 

47 

fe) 

48 

(c) 




49. 

(6) 

(Mark tiie word 'changes' not 

'additions') 

50 

(c) 

( 6 ) 

51 

<«) 

52, 


53 


54 

55 

(c) 

56. 

¥) 

57. 

(d) 

58 

(3 

59. 

W 

60. 


61. 

m 

62 

(«) 

(C) 

63. 

64, 

h 

65. 

ic) 

66 

67 

^&HAge) 


m 

68 

(^(languagei 

69. 
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A War 


MrA Waste of any kind is a 
crime and waste of food is doubly 
criminal in Indian society which 
has for centuries been afflicted with 
chronic shortages leading to virtual 
starvation in some pockets and 
widespread distress in others. The 
affluent people, in particular, are 
guilty in this respect. They consider 
hospitality to mean a large number 
of dishes and richly cooked food 
which leads inevitably to much 
waste. The tragedy is that it is not 
nourishment and food value which 
rich people seek; what they are 
more keen on achieving is the 
social image and prestige. Simple 
meals arc regarded by the better-off 
sections of society as a sign of 
limited means and low status. 

Hence all this chasing of a mirage 
which costs the country heavily. I 
think the entire nation should 
adopt this polcy of preventing 
waste of food and other eatables. 
What a strange contrast our 
country prints at present! On the 
one hand we see lak^ of people 
begging for food, hungry and 
famish^, picking up even enunbs 
to keep their body and soul 
together, and on the odier 
thousands <rf tonnes of food gees 
waste at social functions, 
porticiilarly weddir^ where 
nundreds M people ate fed at a 
time and a large part of die many 
dishes prepared at a substantial 
cost is duown away as "left* 
avm**. Every year our country has 
toin^ortfo^rainsfrointhe \ 
Canada, Australia and even ^ 


Against 

Britain, and yet we do not make die 
best of the foodgrains that we have. 
The waste occurs in various forms 
and at various stages of production 
and distribution. Surely we can 
effect considerable savings if we 
somehow eliminate wasteful habits 
and practices so as to ensure the 
optimum utilisation of our limited 
resources. The degree of social 
progress should be |udged not by 
the number and variety of laws 
passed by our legislatures but by 
the use we make of our resources 
and the extent to which wc prevent 
waste in various spheres. 

MrB I whole-heartedly 

support the contentions made by 
my friend, Mr A. According to one 
proverb, haste makes waste, waste 
leads to want and want to strife. 
Waste cannot by any yeardstick, be 
defended as grandeur or a sequel 
to generosity and liberal¬ 
mindedness. It is unpardonable 
showing off by people who have 
wrong notions of status and 
prestige. Those who argue that, 
after all, the quantity of food 
wasted in India is very small seem 
to forget ttuit tiny grains of sand 
make mountains and atoms help 
make infinity. The saying that 
drops make an ocean conveys die 
same basic idea. Waste nof, want 
not; bi fact, wilful waste makes 
woeful want The person who 
wastes nodiing and preserves even 
litde things ultimately becomes 
fairly rkh, but the misguided 
individual who is careless, 
extrevagatit and wast^ul gmdualiy 


Waste 

falls head over heels to the bottom 
of the social and economic ladder. 
However large his resources might 
appear, they are bound to peter out 
if they are not thoughtfully and 
sagaciously spent. With the same 
income a person can live without 
getting into debt if he is 
economical, but another with 
wasteful habits will soon get 
steeply into debt and finally go 
under. Throughout the history of 
India, the saints and sages, the 
political leaders and others have 
stressed the importance of 
managing with what we have, of 
self-reliance and of helping others 
as much as possible. Such help is 
possible only if we conserve and 
not waste. 1 would even contend 
that although there is a chronic 
shortage of food in India, the extent 
of waste is perhaps the greatest. In 
this country there is waste of food 
at so many stages. An agricultural 
expert said recently that there are 
more rats and other rodents in this 
country than human beings, and 
these pests eat up grain m the 
fields, in the godowns and in 
homes. The loss is estimated at 
about 10 per cent of the total 
productiem. Experts have also 
claimed that if somehow we could 
riiminate die waste of food thus 
caused, food Inserts on which die 
country has to qpend precious 
foreign exchange, would become 
unnecessary. It is, of course, 
impossible to form an accurate 
estimate of the grain eaten up by 
rats and destroyed by animals in 
India, but accoMing to another 
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assessment, about 28 million tons 
of foodgrains could be saved if we 
plug this loophole. 

MrC With the principle of 
avoiding waste of foodgrains no 
one would disagree Mr A and Mr 
B would, therefore, seem to be on 
safe ground. But it could turn out 
to be a case of much ado about 
little. True, the utmost care is called 
for during the production, storage 
and distribution of foodgrains so as 
to end the wasteful practices. I 
would submit that with the 
Government's rat eradication 
programmes, the fumigation of 
store houses and godowns and the 
increasing use of insecticides and 
pesticides, the loss of foodgrains 
dirough such rodents and insects 
during various stages has been 
substantially redured. The 
problem, therefore, is no longer of 
such large dimensions as has been 
made out by my predecessors This 
applies also to the waste of food at 
w^dings of rich persons. Such 
weddings and the number of really 
rich people in the country who can 
affoid the waste is extremely 
limited. It is confined to a few 
cities; in the villages, where the 
vast ma|ority of our people live, the 
entire community is fed at rich 
landlords' or their children's 
weddings. This cannot be called a 
waste. The left-overs and the 
surplus foodstuBs are given away 
as charity to poor people who 
generally wait in a line for aims 
outside prosperous people's 
premises. Unused food is not 
thrown into die river or the sea; it 
is, after all, eaten up by needy men, 
women and children who would 
otherwise go without food that day. 
Even if we suppose, for a moment, 
that such left-overs are just 
discarded and not used by anyone, 
what is die net loss oS food to die 
country? After all, to be on die safe 
side, the cooks engaged at 
weddings and other social 
functions have to prepare food for 
a larger nuniber of people dian are 


believed to have accepted the 
invitations. The people of this 
country are in the habit of bringing 
their children with them to feasts. 
Besides, some come uninvited and 
may be termed as gatecrashers who 
manage to escape detection. How 
odd would it look if at a rich man's 
wedding the food falls short and 
there IS a scramble for dishes^ 

MrD I am inclined to agree 
with the viewpoint of Mr C. TTiere 
is much less waste at social 
functions than is believed. 
Nowadays the buffet system 
proves economical. 1 think even the 
number of guests does not really 
matter, for those who are thus fod 
do not consume food at home. The 
total food consumed generally 
remams the same. And then, 
weddings and other social 
functions often provide the only 
occasions when poor or disabled or 
jobless men, women and children 
can get a full meal in this poor 
country. Why should we grudge 
them this facility? Again, is fo^ 
wastage really a problem in India? 

1 think the waste in otiier fields 
calls for more urgent attention. For 
instance, there is so much pomp 
and show on festive occasitHis; the 
lighting and decorations, the 
garlands and the festoons, the 
fireworks and all the rest of the 
paraphernalia. These represent the 
real waste of precious money. 
Ostentation at weddings, the 
multi-coloured lighting and the 
various forms of decorations tiut 
have become a status symbol these 
days all represent waste. There 
must in ail cases be a sense of 
realism and of proportion. 

Austerity should be the watdiword 
in our life and activity. Besides, 
some feshions and customs are also 
wasteful and should be done away 
with. Simplicity should be the rule 
if we are toberome true, honest 
and con^derate citizens of India. A 
less indulgent way of life by the 
relativdy rich pet^le would go i 
part of the way in relieidng thie 


distress of the pover^ stricken 
masses. 

MrE No one would disagree 
with the plea for simplicity and 
austerity. It is quite true that waste 
is almost inherent in our mode of 
living and in our traditional 
cooking and eatbig practices also. 
Monkeys destroy a large part of the 
crops and also of the household 
eatables, but for sentimental and 
religious reasons most people are 
opposed to killing tiiem. Similarly, 
uneconomic cattle have to be fed, 
though the country can do without 
them. Missing a meal once a week 
or so by the majority of the 
population would help feed many 
hungry stomachs The number of 
the courses served at big hotels can 
be reduced without doing any 
damage to the digestive systems of 
the patrons. There is some waste 
also in wholesale and retail 
vegetable and other markets 
During loading and unloading of 
grains on ships and trains there is a 
loss which can be prevented 
through proper care and 
supervision. Some years ago a 
shipping magnate stated that while 
unloading a food ship bringing 
about 20,000 tonnes of foreign 
grain, between 500 to 1000 tonnes 
were lost, solely because of careless ^ 
and hasty handling. Another form 
of preventible waste occurs 
through the railway trains carrying 
perishable goods. Until tiie 
provision of cold storages and 
special air-ti^t wagons to 
conserve sui^ perishable 
commodities, a part of the 
consignments was rendered unfit 
for human consumption through 
late arrival of trains or late 
clearance at the receiving aid. Such 
losses should bec&ne a story of the 
past. It Is surely time tiie oitire 
nation became waste-conscious and 
did everydiing to prevent leakages 
at all levels. The patiqnel interest 
demands it 
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PERSONALITY DEVELOPMENT 


Explore Your Creative Potential 


W HEN I told a brilliant student of 
mine that he possessed vast 
potential which he was not fully 
using, he replied, "Sir, you seem to 
have more confidence in me than I 
have in myself." 

This lack of awareness of the 
creative power of the human mind is 
responsible for countless people 
walking through life without 'living' 
it. They just 'exist'. They may live 
long-up to 70 or 80 years—but they 
have nothing to show to the world. 
Emerson has put it brilliantly, "We do 
not count a man's years unless he has 
nothing else to count!" 

Most men and women, vaguely 
driven by an anemic ambition mil to 
go anywhere near it—much less 
reach it. Some are callous dis¬ 
believers. When you talk to them 
about creative power inside them, 
they sneer it away. Or brush it away 
saying that creativity belongs to the 
genius. There is yet another category 
which looks upon this phenomenon 
as hig^-pressure publicity stunt. 

Well, these may leave the 
audience and those who think and 
believe that the creative force does 
reside in every human being, how¬ 
ever ordinary, may stay. They will be 
surely rewaraed. 

Mind's Amazing Powers 

ryiHE facts of everyday experience 
JL prove ttiat the human mind has 
amazing powers, which few of us 
ever draw upon, so thin is our aware¬ 
ness, and so limited is our approach. 

It is easy to drift without goal or 
directiem. Vthm. we do fiiis, we let the 
creative power of die mind go waste. 
When a sprinter runs 100 meters, he 
has a goal and he is using his creative 
energy, too. 

One way yaa can know whether 
Of not you have creative power is to 
test ttiS idea by personal experiendf. 
An experiment earried on for a 
period of time is needed. It requires 


perseverance. 

The one and only sure f»oof of 
creative force in us is our ^ility to 
solve problems. The 'uncreative' per- 
s«in often is one who 'creates' 
{'loblcms. Such people abound in 
ev eiy organisation/institution/of- 
fico The creative one, contrarily, is 
the one who 'solves' problems. In 
every office, people go to him with 
problems, and come out beaming 
with a solution* 

It is difficult to control our think¬ 
ing and feelings. We are influenced 
and limited by attitudes, prejudices, 
by other individuals, and by external 
conditions to such an extent that few 
control mental and emotional proces¬ 
ses. That is, unless we work at it con¬ 
sciously and perststmlly. This is the 
key to tap the creative power inside 
us. 

Is there a method or technique to 
explore, identify and use this power? 
This question can be answered widi 
an emphatic "Yes". 

To understand the method by 
which any person may test, through 
actual experience, the correctness of 
this fact it will be necessary to dwell 
on the nature of a neglected area of 
the mind. 

The subconscious is that part 
whidi lies below the level of con¬ 
sciousness. It is a storehouse of past 
thoughts, attitudes and desires, lo its 
millions of pigecmholes go fire things 
we read, hear and observe. It is ever 
hoarding the material for a fuller and 
richer lire. 

TWo vital facts must be under¬ 
stood. The first is fiiat die subcon¬ 
scious mind has die power to create. 
The second is that it obeys the orders 
riven to it by die conscious mind. Its 
function is to bring to full expression 
whatever is desired by the conscious 
mind. 

Take charging an electric storage 
battery. You have die cells and chemi¬ 
cals—which receive the ciment firom 


the generator. The battery accepts the 
charge from die generator because it is 
that icind of instrument. 

In personality, you have a given 
mental structure. While diis structure 
is a unity, it works on two levels—die 
conscious and the subconscious. It is 
the nature of the subconscious to 
receive, to retain, and to act upon 
whatever the conscious mind thinks 
and feels. 

Loafing Mind 

W HEN one takes a job, in many 
cases it gets the benefit of only 
die conscious mind but the subcon¬ 
scious which can do better work, 
simply loate. Look at jostling men 
and women in offices. They get the 
pay but seldom do justice to their 
work or position. They work at the 
surface only. The depth inside 
remains unexplored. 

'This is unfair to die employer as 
it is to die man. He is hiring out his 
shallow surface mind and letting die 
rich depths of his subconscious mind 
slumber. Quite often he allows it to 
saunter wastefully. 

It is ttccomphshment we are 
aiming at not more activity. Ac¬ 
complishment knows no office 
hours. 'Progress' has little to do witii 
'dead' routines. 

Activity Fetish 

I F you work on this basis two or 
three weeks—or mondis—ahead in 
connection with major plans and 
problems, and at least some hours 
ahead in meeting your routine 
responsibilities, you will win reputa¬ 
tion as creative, puxposefiil person 
and double your ouqiut. 

Trouble is that we fail to get off on 
problems. We keep waiting. The 
longer we wait, die more duficult 
they become. If we engage our con¬ 
scious mind and let the subconscious 
brew, problems diminish. 

This way of working relegates 
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your place of work to its rightful 
place in the scheme of operations of 
any executive witb ttie rmponsibility 
for fbnhulatiiig p<»tticie 9 , aeveloping 
ideas, and tnoqvatiAg those who 
must carry on die detailed work of 
running It. 

Actually, the only purpose of 
place b to serve as a directing centre 
and contact*point for putting into ef¬ 
fect the ideas and plans and decisions 
arrived at in one's mind, consciously 
during the day. 

Desks are not thinking machics. 
In fact, tliey, with the papers that clut¬ 
ter diem, are apt to be distractions 
radier than helps to thinking. They 
are the one place where a man gets so 
close to his problem that he can get 
little perspective on them. 

Desk-bound diinking is probably 
more remonsible than is the lack of 
acumen for poor plans and decisions. 
It is responsible for the lack of 
progress in many spheres, for the 
paucity of fresh ideas and new con¬ 
ceptions. 

Creative Hours 

O NE reason Tagore was able to be 
so creative was diat he seldom 
condned himself to surface living. 
His thinking was done all the time, 
wherever he happened to be. Early 
morning hours were particularly 
creative. 

It is less of a strain on the mind, 
for it is less tense, and the thinker is 
sut^ect to less mental irritation from 
interruptions. 

The subconscious can help in 
many ways. A business man 1 know 
had a dictation technique which com¬ 
mends itself to any one with a 
volume of cotrespondence. 

Different individuals must, of 
course, foflow different methods; but 
does it not seem reasonable for every 
man to determine how and where he 
does his best thinking, and so to ar¬ 
range his da% and if be to rear¬ 
range hflslii^rtg h^ts wM this in 

Find a man who'cetn accompUih 
the seemingly, tepos^le in spite of 
everything and j|iw End a nun who 
can DOSS mnwnf m wril as others, , 
ai^ Who haarjweitifope^ 

m Umm cotiireinio*f««tatfit 


ignore the nonessentials and drive 
for a result, even if he has to turn his 
days upside down to achieve it. 

The executive mentioned above 
should have started with minor 
problems until he had formed the 
nabit of using his subconscious mind. 
Then, in time, his tougher problems 
would resolve themselves naturally. 

By the time he had reached the 
bottom of the original pile, his sub¬ 
conscious mind had usually worked 
out the answer to first tough letter. 

Tough Problems 

I P not, he again shifted it to the bot¬ 
tom, and tackled the next, or the 
next. In the end, he might be left with 
one or two really difficult letters, 
which he would cither struggle with 
until he had mastered, or lay aside to 
brew a day or two longer. 

A writer has found that he can 
use what he calls his "time margins" 
to engage his subconscious mind in 
new areas. He jots down on a pad the 
salient facts, or such stray thoughts as 
he may have on a subject. This is suf¬ 
ficient to start the "brewing" process. 
SonfK? of his best articles have come to 
him as a result of these notes. 

Fehr investigated how scientists 
work and found that 75% acknow¬ 
ledge the appearance of discoveries 
while enga^d upon subjects foreign 
to researches at the moment, while 
90% often found it necessary to tem¬ 
porarily abandon important work. 

The problem shapes itself during 
the period of "incubation". "This 
may be long or short, highly con¬ 
scious or more indirective and ran¬ 
dom, and filled with experiences 
which are predominantly of either an 
emotional or intellectual nature", ac¬ 
cording to Commins. 

"Incubation" does not always 
occur in so obvious a form. It is some¬ 
times reported that a scientist awakes 
from sleep with an iiwpiring solution 
of a perplexity, leading to the 
piesumpticm that the "incubation" 
occurred during sle^. The famous 
romantic poet Coleridge composed 
his poem KuUa Khan during sleep. 

In ofoer instances, the individual 
nuQf turn to another task in foe midst 
of Which foe answer to his previous 


problem will suddenly dawn tm him. 

A vacation or period of relaxation 
will have the same effect, so that 
upon a return to work certain baffling 
difflculties are found to be clarified 
without deliberate effort. 

The period of "inculcation" gives 
rise to anecdotes about the absent- 
mindedness of creative thinkers. A 
chemist reported that on one morn¬ 
ing he took a bath, shaved, and then 
took another bath! Only after the 
second bath did he realize that he had 
been concentrating on a problem for 
some time and that his reactions to 
his customary morning duties had 
been automatic and inattentive. 

Feibleman mentions that if the 
artist does . anything during 
"incubation", "it tends to be some- ’ 
thing irrelevant, and often physical, 
and usually simple: fishing sawing 
wood, or perhaps even desultory 
reading." 

From the public point of view, it 
is a period of sterility because foe 
audience is not able to detect in it any 
act of productivity by the artist. Lay 
persons are not able to see that this is 
in a way the artist's most productive 
time. For, it is undoubtedly true that 
appearances are often deceiving. 

Inspiration 

F irst, there must be a demand for^ 
the solution of some problem. 
Every conceivable method is then 
called to mind that will contribute to 
this solution. The problem is carried 
nwntally for days. 

Inspiration is a much 
misunderstood term. The layman 
thiitks foat it is a spell of divine flash 
which illuminates foe dark and the 
hidden. IVue, it does. 

But, what is often not understood 
is foat this 'flash'is ftie outcome of 
long periods of "brewing" or 
"incubation". It does not come out of 
a vacuum. Newhm had seen apples 
falling ftnr years but it took his twenty 
years to formulate the law of gravity, 
inspiration is the cBmaic and foe late 
link in foe dhaki of steady gnd sus¬ 
tained efifort “ 



- FACT^ ABOUT SdENCE - 

Computer Science 


Con^uter science is the body of 
knowledge pertaining to the auto¬ 
matic processing of symbolic mfor- 
mation. The most important device 
for such processing is the computer. 

The origins of computer science 
lie in the quest of mathematicians 
and logicians to construct mechanical 
devices for numeric computation and 
formal reasoning. The theoretical ad¬ 
vances in mathematics in the 1930s 
and the creation of the general-pur¬ 
pose digital computer in the 1940s led 
to the emergence of computer 
science, which became formally es¬ 
tablished as a scholarly disaphne in 
the early 1960s. 

Computer science encompasses 
not only general theoretical fields but 
also empirical areas that have }delded 
significant bodies of ttieoty. Its most 
important theoretical helds have to 
do with the theory of computation 
and the development and analysis of 
algorithms. Empirical areas of the 
science include the physical or¬ 
ganization of the components of com¬ 
puter systems (from the design of 
computer<hips to that of computer 
, networks), the development of ex¬ 
pressive programming languages 
and techniques for translating them 
automatically, and the investigatiim 
of principal software aggregates 
(computer programs): qpeiating sys¬ 
tems and data-base systems. Two 
otiier fields of inquiry complete the 
spectrum of compuin science: one 
focuses on numeric ccxnputation and 
studies die ocnnputer as a means of 
calculating values through mathe¬ 
matical operations; die other con¬ 
centrates on aritificial intelligence 
and pursues the elusive and promis¬ 
ing goal of ejecting cognition 
thiot;^ automatic computation. 

The natuie of computer 
edence \ 

For die autmnatic manipulafion 
< d Jnfofinatiotv which can take die 


form of numbers, text, or other sym¬ 
bolic representations of concepts or 
data, the digital computer can be 
programmed to perform many 
diverse operations. With the aid of a 
computer, a business planner can 
find the solution to a laige system of 
linear equations; a molecular 
biologist can compare the chemical 
structures of the genes of different 
organisms; an engineer can prepare 
the design of a new device. The com¬ 
puter can also process concepts, if 
given their encoded, symbolic repre¬ 
sentations and a set of rules for deal¬ 
ing with them 

The complexity of computational 
process, reflected in the number of 
potential internal states of a com¬ 
puter during program execution, is 
far greater than the complexity of 
other automated processes A prin¬ 
cipal objective of computer science is 
the development of techniques for 
handling this complexity in several 
levels of abstraction. For example, 
computer users interact with the 
machine through a rather simple in¬ 
terface that furnishes cmly a highly 
simplified view of the information¬ 
processing task: the underlying com¬ 
plexity IS hidden. 

As a science of an artificial sym¬ 
bolic world rather than of the natural 
world, computer science does not 
have naturally predefined boun¬ 
daries. Many of the problems worthy 
of intellectual pursuit evolve wiin 
technological breakthroughs and 
witit new areas of computer af^lica- 
tion. The interaction between the 
science and computer oigineering is 
vital, and in many instances it is tiie 
rigorous pursuit of knowledge rather 
than the goal of constructing an 
economically viable artifact that clas¬ 
sifies a prr^t as a scholarly 
enterprise 

Development of Computer 
Science 

The crudal developments that 


led to tiie establishmait of cmnputer 
science were fundamental tiieoretical 
discoveries concerning automatic 
computation that were made in the 
1930s and the development of tiie 
general-purpose stored-program 
electronic digital computer in the 
1940s. The deeper roots of computer 
science, however, lie in the emits, 
undertaken throughout the cen¬ 
turies, to design mechanical devices 
for numeric computation and for 
reasoning. The interplay of theoreti¬ 
cal and practical discoveries con¬ 
tinues to influence the develc^ment 
of the science: its progress alternates 
between the invention of novel sys¬ 
tem organizations or new program¬ 
ming languages and the analysis of 
the results of those developments. 

During the first half of tiie 19tti 
century the English mathematician 
Charles Babbage prepared designs 
for a medianical computer that he 
called the Analytical Engine. Al¬ 
though Babbage never completed his 
device, he identified the principal 
components of a digital computer. He 
described how programs could be 
stored on punched cards similar to 
those used with the Jacquard loom, 
which had beat introduced in France 
in 1805. 

The computers of today, how¬ 
ever, originated in the 194(^. In 1946 
the first general-purpose dectronic 
computer was completed. Although 
this computer—called ENTAC, an 
acronym of Electronic Numerical In¬ 
tegrator and Calculator—could be 
programmed to do different tasks, 
tiiis programming required a partial 
rewiring of the machine. 

It was tiie concept of the stored- 
program ccHnputer, credited to the 
Hungarian-bom American mathe¬ 
matician John yoiv Neumann, that 
brought about the development of 
digital computers in their present 
form. In this computer tiie mstruc- 
tions ^npgram) and data are kept in 
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a common memory so that they can 
be processed in a uniform fashion, as 
appropriate to their respective roles 
in the computation. The first opera¬ 
tional stored-program electronic 
digital computer (what is today 
called simply a computer) was com¬ 
pleted at the University of 
Cambridge in 1949 under the direc¬ 
tion of Maiurice Wilkes, an English 
mathematician. 

Since then, computer technology 
has undergone several generational 
changes. Changes in computer 
hardware have included shifts in 
electronic technology (from vacuum 
tubes to transistors to integrated cir¬ 
cuits to very large-scale integration), 
the creation of single-chip processors 
(micro-processors), and the develop 
ment of extensive networks of com¬ 
puters. Programming tools also have 
undergone generational changes: bi¬ 
nary machine languages gave way to 
progressively hi^er-level program¬ 
ming languages capable of better 
supporting human thought proces¬ 
ses about problem solution. 

Operating systems 

Originally, programmers had to 
ojperate computers themselves In 
1956 the first software momtor was 
created to give programmers easier 
access to the hardware. Operating 
systems thus emerged as a means of 
organizing the resources of a com¬ 
puter system for easy use and effi¬ 
cient management. The first 
operating systems of the 1950s in¬ 
creased the speed of computer 
processing by permitting batch 
processing, in which a series of dif¬ 
ferent programs could be executed 
without interruption: as each one 
ended, the next was automatically in¬ 
itiated. 

In the early 1960s multiprogram¬ 
ming operating systems were created 
to maintain several programs simul¬ 
taneously in a state of execution in 
order to make more efficient use of 
the hardware resources. Virtual 
memory, a concept formulated in 
1959, made it possible to apparently 
extend the main memory s(Mce to ac¬ 
commodate these multiple 
programs. Time-sharing operating 
systems, invented in the early 1960s, 
sdwdule foe access of many users to 


a single processor. Because a com¬ 
puter can execute millions of opera¬ 
tions per second and because human 
reacticxi time is slow, many users can 
interact with the system at one time. 
The late 1960s saw a consolidation of 
batch, time-bhaiing, and "real-time" 
(driven by external signals that re¬ 
quire rapid response) modes in large 
operahng systems. 

Artificial intelligence 

Artificial intelligence, or AI, is 
the field of computer science whose 
goal IS to expand the qualitative 
capabilities of the computer by devis¬ 
ing methods by which it can ^rform 
tasks that require cognitive abilities. 
The idea of cognition as a form of 
computation has its roots in the 
philosophical speculation of foe 17fo 
and 18lh centuries. This ultimate 
potential of computers was foreseen 
by Alan Turing, who in 1950 formu¬ 
lated a test, named after him, 
whereby a machine can be deemed to 
perform intelligently if an inter¬ 
rogator using a remote terminal can¬ 
not distinguish its responses from 
those of a human. 

In the field of artificial intel¬ 
ligence, computer scientists study 
methods for developing computer 
programs (or software-hardware sys¬ 
tems) that display aspects of intel¬ 
ligent behaviour. As a result of 
artificial intelligence research, there 
are now systems with which users 
can communicate in a restricted 
natural language. Other Al sjrstems 
can offer a diagnosis within a medical 
specialty, aruilyze the structure of a 
chemical compound and suggest 
pathways for its synthesis, or 
manipulate manufacturing robots to 
perform a set of useful tasl^. Indeed, 
research in fois field progresses large¬ 
ly through the development and 
refinement of paradigmatic 
programs or systems. 

Role of Computer Science 

Computer science is intimately 
related to many disciplines of 
knowledge. Although it is mostly 
empirical, its basic tools ate math^ 
matics and logic. Computer sderue 
fiimishes ofoer sciences and tejrh- 
noiogies wifo intellectual tools in ad¬ 
dition to hardware and 


software—tuimely, techniques of pro¬ 
cess-oriented thiiiking. Modem par¬ 
ticle physics owes many of its recent 
achfei^onents to poweifol computers 
foat Control experiments and analyze 
data. Molecular biologists use com¬ 
puterized machines for establishing 
the genetic structure o| living or¬ 
ganisms, knowledge that can be used 
to develop new drugs and improve 
breeds of livestock and strains of 
plants. Ecologists rely on computer 
models of the human body to es¬ 
timate its response to chemical sub¬ 
stances. 

The manipulation of computer 
models furnishes a new mode of 
scientific understanding and blurs 
the distinction between theory and 
experiment. For example, assisted by 
the visualization of equations 
through techniques of computer 
graphics, mathematicians gain new 
insights into complex relationships. 
Even more striking methodologically 
is the emerging use of computer 
programs as parts of mathematical 
proofs. Thus, foe conjecture that any 
map on a flat surface or a sphere can 
be coloured without using more than 
four colotu's was proved to be true— 
after more than a century of barroi 
attempts at a proof—by using com¬ 
puter calculations of such volume 
that they would have required many 
human lifetimes. 

Computers provide new tools for 
conducting scientific enterprises ahd* 
have proved to be a true intellectual 
technology. Geographically distant 
scholars, working on common 
problems, now can be united on a 
computer network into an "invisible 
coil^". Prom infomutiem bases of¬ 
fering access to foe exploding body of 
scientific knowledge, individual in¬ 
vestigators can forge foeir own bases 
of information by means of foe so- 
called hypertext system, which 
mables foem to link related aspects 
of foeir respective studies. 

Not the least of foe omtributicnis 
of conqjuter science, artificial intel¬ 
ligence has promoted foe emergence 
of cognitive science foat deals wifo 
foe {Kobleins of kite'wriedge, unde^ 
standirig,infe«etice,andlc(tenhig, ‘ 
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Group Discussions 


Having cleared the written test, 
the next hurdle that an MBA hopeful 
must cross is that of the Group 
Discussion (GD). What is required is 
not only fluency and confidence in 
public speaking, but also mature 
thinking, ability to work in a group 
and some positive personality traits. 
The GD also reflects general 
awareness and extra reading of the 
candidate. Only a candidate who is 
aware of a particular topic will be 
able to speak well in a discussion. 

Preparing for the GD thus does 
L not start after the results of the test are 
T declared, but much before the test 
I itself! One mtist keep up with current 
I issues and form an opinion.' 


For and Against 

Every topic can be argued in two 
ways: for or against. Take the 
example of a scooter. It can be argued 
that it is a very good vehicle—it 
consumes less petrol, is inexpensive, 
it does not cause traffic jams and is an 
ideal vehicle for a small family. But it 
con also be argued that it is a bad 
vehicle. One is exposed to the wind, 
sun and rain on a scooter; it is easy to 
lose balance, it is unsafe, and one 
must wear a helmet with it 
^ Each topic can be argued in 
different ways and one must be able 
to see the possibilities. If one is 
caught in a situation that the 
dis^saion is heading towards a 
particular direction, a candidate can 
intnaduce a totally new aspect, which 
is sure to be appreciated. 

Ru* example, in one GD the topic 
for discussion was "should 
predtibitian be extended to the otfire 
country?" and the discussion went 
on about people ruining themselves 
and their families by excessive 
consumptirm of liquor. It wasa health 
hasard, and certainly prohibition 
should be introduced in the land of 
Gandhi. How could one counter the 
argument without sounding coaisdf 
YH the discussion was mectively 
|ietttmed aroimd by mentioning ttw 
huge amount of twee ai^ excise five 


government earns through sale of 
alcohol, the employment generated 
in diousands of liimor shops and about 
infringement or personal choice. 
Banning a product in any case never 
got the desired resulls—in ttiis case, 
people would resort to illicit brewing. 

By mentioning this, the 
discussion was effectively turned 
around and the candidate became the 
centre of discussion thereafter. All 
those who had been defending 
prohibition turned to him to explain 
nis viewpoint, which the candidate 
did politely. I le was selected. 

It must be added that one should 
follow this strategy only when one is 
absolutely sure about the line of 
thinking. You should be able to 
defend your standpoint without 
sounding like an upstart. 

How to Practise 

The trouble with many students 
is that they have not faced anything 
like the GD before. Our schools and 
colleges do not offer training in such 
matters. An average student thus has 
reason to be apprehensive. It is very 
well to ask someone to speak, but 
how does one say anything m a group 
of 10-15 strangers who are as anxious to 
do well as anybody eke? The problem 
is compounded if one does not have an 
exposure to puUic speaking. 

The thing to do then is to practise 
with family and friends. Make it a 
point to debate the current issues 
with parents, uncles or elder cousins. 
This will expose one to different 
patterns of thinking, to diverse 
viewpt^ts. 

Read a lot. Of course it is not 
knowledge fiiat is tested in a GD but 
a regular reading habit increases 
awareness. 

Chie way to practise is to read 
^Tout a topic and then speak into the 
tape-recorw for about one minute. 
L&tening to the tape later (XI Mriil show 
you not only how you sound but die 
steucture of your thoughts and 
whedier you are making ai^ sawe or 
not Tcy to overcome stuttering and 


unnecessary breaks in speech. 

Mirror Therapy 

Another method is mirror 
therapy. Stand before a mirror and 
speak extempore on any topic. Practise 
sounding assertive and firm. If you 
think your voice is soft or shrill, 
especially for girls, speak loudly in 
front of the mirror 

The mirror will also tell you if 
you have the habit of looking away 
while thinking. Bring ycnir eyes back 
to look at yourself, would you have 
tl is habit For, in the GD, you must 
look at all the members while 
speaking. Looking away will cause 
you to lose your chance and the other 

! >erson will easily butt in wifiiout 
etting you complete. 

Many people fidget while 
speaking or become nervous. The 
mirror should help you overcome 
these problems. However, if you can 
get your family and friends to sit 
down and practise in GDs, your 
confidence should increase manifedd. 

Another thing one needs to be 
careful about is straying away firom 
the subject Ker^ the topic in fitint of 
you and periodically look at it Try to 
arrange your thoughts mentally 
radier than writing down the points 
because some institutes see this as 
lapse of memory. 

Opening the Discussion 

Some students have the wrong 
notion that the first one to speak in a 
GD will be selected. In feet, one must 
be very careful while opening a 
discussion. A false start will only 
spoil your chances of success. But if 
you ate sure of the tooic, opening tiie 
discussion mi^ well make you the 
centre of the GD. Do not, however, 
open tile discussion for the sake cd 
being the first (xie. 

InteijecHons 

In any GD, a common situation is 
tiiat everybody wants to speak and 
some people dominate. After all, 
everyb^y has to make a mark and it 
is the survival of the fittest. So how 
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does one interject in such a situation? 

Start off with "Excuse me" or "1 
agree with you but...". Do not iose 
your cool if nobody listens. If 
absol utely essential raise your voice for 
die opening sentence and settle down 
to make your pdnt. Never enhav. If 
you do not agree with someone it is 
better to say, "You may be right but 1 
feel.." or even "I agree with you on 
certain points but then? is a contrary 
opinion diat..." Be polite but firm. 

It may also happen that the 
discussion is going on and the pc»nts 
you thought of have already been 
said. Usually students lose their cool 
in such a situation and become 
nervous. Instead, quickly assess the 
way the discussion is going cmi. Is 
there something that has been 
missed? Is there a contrary view 
point? Can you throw fresh light on 
the subject? 

Usually, there is always some 
uncovered ground and a candidate 
can always steer the discussion away 
from its course. "We have been 
discussing the positive side of the 
topic", you can interject. "But diere is 
a mote serious dimension that we 
have ignored..." Chances are that you 
will thereafter become the centre of 
discussion. Even if you have not 
spoken for the first Kalf of the GD, 
you have successfully taken the 
discussion to your advantage. 

Another way of coming in the 
centre is by modulating die discussion. 
Give a chance to others who may not 
have spoken. Guide the discussion by 
becoming a leader, while also resteving 
order. Keep an eye on the time and after 
10-15 minutes, sum up the discussicxi. 
This will firmly mow up your 
leadoship qualities. 

What one needs to be careful 
about while interjecting is that one 
should not sound rude. Do not cut 
into another person's sententx; let 
him complete. On die other hand, if 
somebody interrupts while you are 
speaking, politely ask to be nrard. "I 
would like to complete what I am 
saymg", you can say, rather dian 
rudely shutting up a person. 

Topics 

A point of worry for most 
students is the topic for the GD. It 


could be just about anything and 
therefore extra reading is 
recommended. Read about the latest 
ecmiomic issues. Is liberalisation a 
good or bad thing for die country? Is 
the budget pro-rich? Should the 
public sector be privatised? 

Reading about development 
oriented topics like poverty, 
employment, issues related to 
women and children also helps. 
Social issues such as the current 
debate on beauty contests, dowry, 
female infanticide, can also be asked 
One must be aware about the 
shortcomings in the education 
system, the pitfalls of foreign media 
entry, and so on. Though the canvas 
is wide and almost endless, die topics 
are such that one should be aware of 
in any case. Remember that 
knowledge is not being tested but 
mature thinking on the subject is. 

If you are lucky, you may get a 
topic like "The wheel is turning 
round and round" or something like 
"up the down staircase". Though 
these topics appear difficult m the 
first instance, mey have mi^ scope 
of being creative. Run your mmd in 
different directions and relate 
anything to the topic. 

Case Studies: Sometimes a short 
case study may be given for 
discussion. A situation may be given 
and the discussion could Ire whether 
the persons acted in a proper way. Or, 
what would you have done in a givoi 
situation. 

Mention your thought process, 
the advantages and disadvantages of 
acting in a particular way. Do not 
]ump to the conclusion but mention 
all the things that need to be 


ccmsideied. 

Sometimes the {voup may be 
asked to take up role joying. You are 
given a situation and the group is 
expected to play the role of the 
parties and arrive at a conclusion. 
This has not become very popular 
yet, but one should be prepared to act 
out the role just in case it is asked. 

General Traits 

There are a few general things 
that must be remembmd. Though 
these are very much common sense, 
students find it difficult to follow 
them. The first is be positive. Do not 
think of your negative points, that 
you are meek or shy or have not 
taken part in a GD before. Do not be 
critical of the institute or your group. 
Sometime the group is asked to wait ' 
for long. Keep your cool, and look at 
the brighter side of things. 

Secondly, be cheerful. Exchange 
jokes, have a cold drink, relax. If you 
are cheerful, you can take part in file 
discussion in a natural and better 
way, without much effort. 

Third, do not dominate. Give 
others a chance to speak. Speaking 
too much and dominating the 
discussion is a negative trait. Fourth, 
listen. Keep track of the proceedings 
and quickly make out your points 
mentally. 

Finally, do not quarrel, even if 
somebody mentions wrong filings. If 
you get into a discussion of right arid * 
wrong, you will be limiting yourself 
and stray away from the subject 

It pays to remenfirer that the GD 
is a test of fluency, thinking and the 
abili^ to work in a group. After all, 
that is what management is alt aboufi 


Some topics you can expect 

1. Does liberalisation harm Indian industry? 

2. ^ould the public sector be privatised? 

3. Beauty and brains do not go together. 

4. Beauty contests degrade women and should be bannect 

5. Should foreign media be allowed entry ki India? 

6. Poverty cannot be removed by slogans like "garibihatao". 

7. Personality is developed by genes and not upbringii^. 

8. Management is an ait, not science. 

9. Delaying decisions ihay lead to better decision making. 

10. I^ I were file Finance Minister. 
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Model Paragraphs 


“Wherever law ends 
tyranny begins". 

John Locke 

For ttie sound health and har- 
nony of a State and its people, en- 
brcement of a law or laws without 
‘ear or favour, is die hrat and 
oremost expectation of the people. 
To a lay man, law is any rule estab- 
ished by au^oiity or custom, diat 
vgulates the behaviour of members 
)f a community. The enactment of a 
aw by the executive and its inter* 
iretation by judiciary, are the mat¬ 
ers that are best left to the 
luthorities concerned. People, 
)cace*loving and law-abiding as 
hey are, do not scratch their heads 
}ver the nuances of various laws so 
ong as they are protected against 
he misdemeanours of law- 
>reakers, offenders and criminals. It 
s only when the rule of law ends 
ind me authorities vested with the 
>ower and responsibility of main- 
aining law and order, abdicate their 
ibligations and join hands with the 
pmgsters, that ^e tyranny of the 
nost tragic and traumatic shape 
itarts ruling the roost. In sudt a sad 
ind sickening situation die social 
irder gets kicks right and left and 
he helpless people fall victims to 
he tyranny of the worst and woeful 
orm. History is full with instances 
>f such situations when the law be- 
»me dead and tyranny came alive. 

He who opens a school, 
:loses a prison". 

Victor Hugo 

A school is an institution where 
mpressionable minds are moulded 
n such a way diat th^ become an 
laset, both for themsetvesas well as 
or the society. A school informs as 
veil as reforms aU those who enter 
nto its pmtals. The distortions of 
ally childhood, which can become, 
tstering wounds or pestolng 
ntoclivitieB (rf later life widiout the 
enefit or banevdent effect of 


school educaticm, are such realities 
as cannot be put under the wraps. 
Without education in early sta^ of 
life, children can fall into evil lunds, 
with disastrous results. Truants, 
juveniles, petty offenders, if allowed 
to go scot free or left to their fate, 
can become a potential danger to 
the society. For a physically sick 
man, hospital is the best place for 
treatment and recovery. But for a 
mentally disturbed fellow, a 
psychiatrist may be the best hope. 
For criminals, prison may be the 
first and last resort. But to set the 
tone of a healthy society, the school 
provides ail the ingredients and in¬ 
puts that can nip many an evil in 
the bud. The more the schools, the 
less the prisons and other refor¬ 
matories, is the self-speaking fact of 
life. He who opens a school, spares 
the society the agony of its children 
going astray. In fact, he slams the 
doors of a prison by spreading light 
and wisdom. 

'The people's good is the 
highest law". 

Cicero 

A ruler who promotes the 
people's welfare, serves the highest 
law in letter and spirit. In all 
civilised societies, laws are made 
with a view to assuring the com¬ 
mon good of the common people. If 
such an djjective is achieved, the ex¬ 
istence of an ideal Stete becomes a 
reality. Even if a ruler has to en¬ 
counter some obstacles or opposi- 
tton from tiie vested interests, he 
should remain committed to tiie 
goal of maximum good of the maxi¬ 
mum pec^le. Law is not something 
static or statue-like, witii a blank 
face and bleak outiook. It is 
dynamic, and is in complete con¬ 
sonance witii the spirit of times and 
expectations of people. That law oc¬ 
cupies tile supreme position of as- 
ceimancy which aiim at bettering 
Hie lot of ttiepeofrie for whose 
protection ana promotion of inter¬ 


ests it has been framed. We should 
not lose sight of tiie fact that law is 
for the people and not vice versa. 
Any law that betrays the trust of die 
people and becomes a tool of tyran¬ 
ny in the hands of the mean and 
macabre, deserves to be thrown into 
the nearest gutter. 

"Problems are only oppor¬ 
tunities in work clothes" 

Henry f. Kaiser 

For those dedicated to the cult 
of work, all problems turn out to be 
the stepping stones for future 
achievements. On the stage of this 
world, nothing turns up by chance. 
As players of different roles, wear¬ 
ing different costumes, we tind life 
not a bed of roses but a battie-tield, 
where our fancies and faculties 
have to meet all eventualities in a 
state of utmost preparedness The 
rivers of sorrow have to be tamed, 
so that our labour in tiie fields is not 
washed away by the turbulent 
waters. In problems that confront us 
every off and on, we find new op¬ 
portunities to explore and exploit 
our latent powers. Daring and 
daunting as we are, we should not 
surrender before the onslaught of 
difficulties, foreseen or unforeseen. 
Rather we rtiould take the bull by 
the horns and twist all problems, 
now or in future, to our advantage 
with the magic wand of work 
clothed in different shapes and 
forms. The history of human 
civilisation and culture is a telling 
testimony to the strength and 
stamina of human tiiought and ac¬ 
tion. Brave in words and deeds, 
iron of action always treat problems 
as oppcfftunities to register succes¬ 
ses to prove the veracity of the 
proveib. Advcmturers, ^scoverers, 
pioneera and their like, are the 
Robin Hoods of all a^. For tiiem 
no problem is devoid of a promise 
and no action is bereft of some posi¬ 
tive result. 
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RECENT HAPPENINGS 


Barings Collapse 


The 233 year old London finance 
housse I3arings Pic. was hit by at least 
$ 800 million in losses after a gamble 
on derivatives by one 28-year-old 
Maverick Singapore based trader, 
Nick Lecson. 

Barings was one of the most 
reputed institutions in the UK. 
Moreover, the positions were not 
taken in some opaque and esoteric 
market; most of the deals were car¬ 
ried out in the futures market. This 
market happens to be the most 
transparent and credit-efficient 
means of trading. For some time, 
signs of an impending disaster were 
there for everyone to sec, but the 
warnings went unheeded. The fun¬ 
damental problem was a loss of ob¬ 
jectivity in what is a fiercely 
competitive business environment. 

What may have happened? Nick 

l.eeson was supposed to be arbitrag- 
ing the difference in quotation of the 
Nikkei 225 contract in two different 
stock exchanges—the Osaka Stock 
Exchange and the Singapore Interna¬ 
tional Monetary Exchange (STMEX). 

Owing to differences in liquidity 
and information lags, such price 
anomalies can occur. In fact, aibitrag- 
ing, or to take advantage of these 
price anomalies by buying on one ex¬ 
change and selling on the other, is a 
legitimate strategy. 

It has to be noted that in a fast 
moving market, the risk can be large; 
the skill of a good dealer is in being 
able to minimise it as much as pos¬ 
sible and to enhance the returns on 
the trade by taking better decisions 
about the part of the deal to be opted 
for first. 

Also, in any control system, the 
first rule is that the two functions of 
being in charge of dealing as well as 
the back office must be segregated. 
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Control of cash is also important and 
a fundamental principle of risk 
management is that no person or ac¬ 
tivity—however profitable—should 
be allowed to put the entire capital of 
the institution at risk. Barings is a 
glaring example of a lot of pumping 
in of money which exposed the or¬ 
ganisation to unprecedented 
amounts of loss if the Nikkei index 
fell, rather than rise, as Leeson hoped. 
Ultimately, the inevitable hap¬ 
pened—what starts out as a well 
reasoned trade becomes a gamble as 
more and more money is pumped in. 

Barings could prove to be a 
warning signal for other institutions. 
Essentially, managements should 
combine gcx)d controls and an under¬ 
standing of the human side to mini¬ 
mise the risks of such a disaster. 

Economic Glossary 

1. Arbitrage: An operation that 
involves simultaneous purchase and 
sale of an asset e-g. a commodity or 
currency in two or more markets be¬ 
tween which there are price differen¬ 
ces or discrepancies. The arbitrageur 
seeks to ies.sen or eliminate the price 
difference and aims to profit from 
this. For example, if share prices are 
different in two markets, every inves¬ 
tor would buy shares in the stock ex¬ 
change where prices are lower and 
sell dhem where prices are higher so 
as to make profits. A buying pressure 
in one market and a selling pressure 
in another makes share prices move 
upward and downward till the two 
prices are more or less equal. This 
process is called arbitrage. 

2. Derivatives: Derivative 

securities are financial instruments 
like swaps, options, futures that 
derive their value from underlying 
araets'such as shares, bonds, curren¬ 


cies and commodities. They allow 
corporations to hedge {see: hedging) 
against unfavourable movements in 
firtancial prices and are thus a form of 
insurance and source of value to the 
corporation. For example, many cor¬ 
porations could have an ability to 
produce a good product, effectively 
manage their work force, and succes¬ 
sively market their output but they 
could be ill prepared to bear interest 
rate or commodity price risks. ^ 

3. Forward Exchange Market: A 
market in which currencies arc 
bought and sold at rates of exchange 
fixed now, for delivery at specifi^ 
dates in the future. A person expect¬ 
ing to acquire a currency, or to have 
to make a payment in it, at a futua* 
time, may sell or buy the currency 
forward, thus covering himself 
against any changes in its exchange 
value in the intervening period. 
Others may also operate in the 
market as pure speculators since no 
payment is due on a forward contract 
until it matures. 

4. Hedging: Action taken by a 
buyer or seller to protect his income 
against a rise in prices in the future. 
Hedging is also used for activities in 
whid) assets are purchased in ttie ex¬ 
pectation that its price wUl rise as fast 
as, if not more than, the rate of infla- 
tiem i.e. hedging against Inflation. 
Hedging is also common in foreign 
exchange markets where hedges are 
taken out against fluctuations in the 
exchange rate. 

5. Spot Market: A market in 
which a commodity or currency is 
traded for immediate delivery. Prices 
in spot nutrkets are known as 'spot 
prices'. In foreign exchange spot 
markets, die price of one currraicy in 
terms of another is known as _ 
'spot rate'. 



ECONOMIC SCENARIO 


ECONOMIC SURVEY 1994 ^ 


Highlights 

The pre-budget Economic Sur¬ 
vey, presented to the Parliament on 
March 14, 1995, came out with a 
warning against fiscal populism. The 
survey also made a strong case for 
lifting quantitative curbs on con¬ 
sumer goods imports and further 
tailoring the foreign investment 
^ policy to attract from abroad the 
"wave of labour intensive consumer 
goods producers which generated 
high growth of exports and employ¬ 
ment in South-East Asia and China". 

The survey affirmed that control 
of fiscal deficit will remain an "im¬ 
portant instrument" for moderating 
inflation and stimulating investment 
and growth. Noting that the current 
financial year is likely to end with an 
annual inflation rate of around 11 per 
cent the survey says that high infla¬ 
tionary pressures have been brought 
about by rising foreign exchange 
reserves. 

The survey has called for reduc¬ 
tion of the fiscal deficit. It warns that 
any rise in the fiscal deficit will put 
pressure on both die exchange rate 
and interest rates. An open economy 
is more sensitive to international 
prices and a change in the exchange 
rate will have a greater impact on 
domestic inflation. 

Hie survey also strongly makes 
the point that reasonable broad- 
based taxes are more likely to 
produce a sustained rise in revenues 
and improvemmt in equity. The sur¬ 
vey suggests that reform of the struc¬ 
ture of Central excise and custody 
duties must continue. Customs du^ 

^ rates must become con^nble wi^ 
fluMe in other parts of Asia. < 


The survey recognised the need 
for reducing government's wasteful 
expenditure "We must continue to 
strive towards the goal of ensuring 
that expenditures, subsidies and 
transfers reach the intended 


beneficiaries", the survey says. 

The survey also recommends 
that the existing Modvat system 
should be transformed into a genuine 
Central system of Value Added Tax 
(VAT) The government should 


MAY‘95 COMPETITION MASTER SIS 


1 Key ImUeatorB 


ini42 

iaS243P 1993449 

I9t«45l> 

199142 

199243P 109344P 19944SP 



ABSOLUIE VALUES 


PER CENT CHANGE OVER PREVIOUS YEAR 

1 

2 

3 

4 

S 

6 

7 

a 

9 

GroanSnoal product 

(llsiliausatKlcnm) 

Mcuftwlpflces 

5420 

6106 

69S3Q 


152 

138 

1290 


MtSUIIprees 
GfoadotMsiK product 

2IS( 

2107 

226 7 0 

2409E 

06 

42 

460 

54E 

(Ri drausandetm) 

M current pneos 

SS20 

6276 

707IQ 


155 

137 

1270 


MtUNtlpnces 

2142 

2234 

23300 

2453 E 

09 

43 

430 

53E 

Agttculutal Ptoducton(i) 

14$5 

1515 

1548 

1582A 

-20 

41 

22 

22A 

Foodgran production 
(nloo tonnes) 

1664 

1795 

1621 

18S0A 

45 

65 

14 

I6A 

Industrial pioduction(2) 

2139 

2119 

2276 

2325(3) 

06 

23 

41 

90(3) 

Elacincilir generated 
(BimKWH) 

2370 

3011 

3235 

2579(1) 

66 

48 

75 

44(8) 

molesbe price lndeii(4) 

2178 

2331 

258 3 

2643(5) 

136 

70 

105 

115(5) 

Consumeipncendeilot 

mluslrtal*otlieti(S) 

2200 

2430 

2670 

2690(7) 

139 

51 

99 

95(7) 

tilimgiupply(M3Xt2) 

Ols dnueandciote) 

3170 

3600 

4336 

4904(10) 

194 

157 

112 

166(11) 

IflfatsScuneaipnces 
(Rs cm) 

478SI 

63375 

72806 

71246(8) 

108 

324 

149 

236(1) 

(USSiritai) 

19411 

21562 

23213 

22706(8) 

-194 

127 

51 

235(8) 

Enpots a cutters pnees 
(Racm) 

44041 

53665 

69547 

65463(6) 

353 

219 

295 

173(8) 

(UStnaRn) 

17860 

15537 

22174 

20171(8) 

-15 

38 

195 

173(8) 

FrttaqncwwicyaaMtt 

(Rsem) 

14571 

20140 

47237 

6ieit9) 

232 2 

352 

1349 

»4(« 

(USImAon) 

5631 

5434 

15066 

19651(q 

1518 

143 

1342 

304(« 

EachangeraalRatUSSp ■> 

2465 

2695 

3137 

3136(8) 

272 

149 

77 

01(6) 


IMk Sm flatonS pMM Mrf finM dNnMite %uif ml ScfDf cMt 

AAiS i lpil MI' W wiM ii Mt O Owrt iMi^ 

* fbrcMlcIlMirilMfcaMStiiiiflfdiipiwMlQflflfMiAan 

* CoarnMflb«gMllM*WlPMnK|rlltt 

SMtoaMbMipMMiM mmm 
14Mq((M»fpriUiS0Mwi MM 

SMMMHvl4IMIItrflMirintfllN'MlfeaMMir«raMllterlM«(SVKMn 
AtidMMSMitlMMMMi wi itSMHMifcpol a ft^c to MWtilMwlBraiiflMiMf 
r. M a ONiMtir, IM iMh MM hr Miiirle )iM 
tUpMiumfWMK 

a Ai M fkkwr U fW M INMliMa n> «M al Mrii Mr imiMa ]im 
ttiW«4MiaqrnMK 

tt SmfliMai aMiiv ctflisn 0wr Si )Mf 








Composition of India'* Import* 


(Per cant Shares) 


t99^93 198344 Apr-Sepi Apr-Sapt 

___ 199344 199445_ 


1 

2 

_3 

4 

5 

1 . 


33 

2.4 

2.0 

6.3 

1. 

Ctraals 

1.5 

0.4 

06 

04 

2 . 

PUiSM 

0.5 

0.8 

0.6 

0.7 

a 

CatiMwnuts 

06 

0.7 

0.4 

0.9 

4. 

EdlUa oils 

06 

07 

0.4 

09 

II. 

Fuat, ol which 

292 

26.7 

30.6 

241 

s 

Coal 

22 

2.0 

2.0 

20 

6 

POL 

270 

24.7 

286 

21.5 

III. 

Fertlllzeia 

45 

36 

3.6 

3.1 

IV 

Papar board, manufacturas arxl newsprint 

04 

10 

0.8 

08 

V. 

Capital goods, ol whl^ 

207 

25.9 

23 5 

254 

7 . 

Machinsry axcapt elec and macAilne tools 

76 

9.4 

76 

9.0 

8 . 

Elactrical machbiary 

3.6 

34 

4A 

4.3 

9 

Transport equipment 

21 

5.4 

47 

40 

10. 

Pio)ect goods 

se 

60 

5.3 

05 

VI 

Others, ol which 

27 7 

274 

274 

24 5 

11 

Chemicals 

92 

35 

77 

10.3 

12. 

Pearis, praenua, seim-praclaus stones 

11.2 

11 3 

134 

61 

13. 

Iron and steel 

3.3 

34 

2.6 

38 

14. 

Non-larrous metals 

1.6 

20 

1.0 

27 

15 

Prolassional Instrumanis, Optical goods etc 

23 

2.1 

1.8 

16 

Vtl. 

Unclassified Items 

136 

13.1 

124 

160 


Grand ToUri 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 

100.0 


remove unnecessary legal and 
bureaucratic imp>ediments which im¬ 
pose time delays and costs on 
producers. This would mean reform 
of legislatiotts like the Companies 
Act the Urban Land CeUing Act and 
the Sick industrial Companies Act. 

While discussing import of con¬ 
sumer goods, the survey argues diat 
the process of eliminating licensing, 
as means of controlling imports, 
needs to be extended further. "Sub¬ 
stitution of tariffs for quantitative im¬ 


port restrictions, including in the area 
of consumer goods, will improve ef¬ 
ficiency and check smuggling." 

Reviewing the strategy for 
poverty alleviation, the survey 
recommends that while spending on 
direct anti-poverty programmes and 
social sectors such as health and 
education has been greatly iiKreased, 
"the emphasis must now shift to 
revamping delivery systems for all 
diese programmes". 

It is also recommended that those 
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I who can afford to pay for social sei^ 
vices provided by die State must be 
charg^ for the services rendered. To 
augment resources innovadve op¬ 
tions like private sector participation 
and greater support from NGOs have 
to be explored. , 


Major indicators 

□ Economic growth rate for 1994- 
95 estimated at 5.3 per cent. 

□ Fiscal deficit to go down from 
7.3 per cent of the GDP in 1993- 
94 to six per cent in 1994-95. 

□ Industrial growth estimated at 8 
percent. 

□ External current account deficit 
down to $ 315 million in.1993-94 
from $ 10 biRion in 1990-91. 

□ External debt declined by $ 300 < 
million in April-September, 
1994. 

□ Bank credit for production 
recovers. 

□ Further capital market reforms 
introduced. 

□ Exports up by 17 per cent in dol¬ 
lar terms in April-January 1994- 
95, on top of a 20 per cent hike in 

1993- 94. 

□ Foodgrain production at record 
high of 185 million tonnes. 
Foodgrain stocks in Central 
pool at 30 million tonnes, as on 
January 1995. 

□ The net proceeds of income tax 
assigned to tiie States shall be 
77.5 per cent. 0.927per cent shall 
be deemed to represent the 
proceeds attributable to LTIb. 

□ Tax refoims yield higher revenue. 

□ hiflation rate was 11.5 per cant 
for 1994-95. 

□ Foreign exchange reserves 
touched $ 19.6 billion in 
February 

□ Exports in 1993-^ were of the 
order of $ 22.2 billicHi. During 
April-January tiie overall ex- 
pmis were$ &.S7billion. 

Q Impo-is in 1993-94 were $2331 
bilUon. During April-January 

1994- 95 the totu imports were $ 
22.71 billion. 
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The Examiner’s Guess 

Questions 


Q. By what name is the interna¬ 
tional TV channel started by Door- 
darshan known^ 

Ans. Doordarshan-India. 

Q. What per cent share of the net 
income-tax receipts has been recom¬ 
mended by the 10th Finance Com¬ 
mission for the States? 

Ans. 77.5 per cent (0 927 per cent 
in case of Union Territories) The 
commission ,has also recommended 
that 40 per ^nt of the total excise 
duty proceeds should be given to the 
States 

Q. Na^e the new Shatabdi ex¬ 
press Trains that will be introduced 
in 1995-96? 

Ans. Shatabdi express between 
Howrah and Bokaro, Shatabdi ex¬ 
press between Howrah and 
Rourkela; Shatabdi express between 
Madras and Coimbatore; Shatabdi 
express between Hubli and Ban¬ 
galore 

Q. Which day is observed as the 
Intemahonal Women's Day? 

Ans. March 8 

Q. Till March 1994 what amount 
has been disinvested by the govern¬ 
ment of its holdings in public s«;tor 
enterprises, to public sector financial 
institutions, mutual funds and the 
general public? 

Ans. Rs 4,950 crore 

Q. Name the new President of 
the World Bank? 

Ans. James D. Wolfensohn. 

Q. What is 20/20 compact con¬ 
cept? 

Ana. The 20/20 concept called 
for donor countries to target at least 
20 per cent of their aid to the social 
sector and for the recipient countries 
to spend at least 20 pW cent of their 
lutional budgets on basic human 
priorities. After several rounds of 
debate at the Copenhagen social 
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summit it was dcaded not to make 
this controversial resource issue 
binding any longer 

Q. Name India's first university 
in the private sector? 

Ans. Rajiv Gandhi University of 
computer sciences. 

Q. For what purpose was the 
Dinesh Goswami Committee set-up? 

Ans. To suggest electoral reforms. 

Q. On which river is the Uri 
Ilydel Project being builf^ 

Ans. Jhelum 

Q. BSI World Masters Cup is as¬ 
sociated with which game? 

Ans. Cricket 

Q. As on March 31, 1994, what 
was India's external debt^ 

Ans. $90 723 billion. 

Q. Investment in public sector 
enteiprises, during 1995-96, has been 
budgeted at what amount? 

Ans. Rs 56,867 82 crore, nearly 
Rs 8,000 crore over the revised es¬ 
timates for the previous years. How¬ 
ever, the equity portion of these 
projects, fixed at Rs 3,389 crore, will 
be ^ 1,200 crore less than the revised 
esti mate of Rs4,592 crore for 1994-95. 

Q. Name the festival of Punjab 
which has been declared by the 
Centre as the national festival? 

Ans. Hold Mohalla at Anandpur 
Sahib, l^th this announcement the 
festival would come on the Interna¬ 
tional tourism map. 

Q. Who is the director of the film 
Bombay^ 

Ans. Mani Ratnam. 

Q. The Union Cabinet approved, 
on March 16,1995, the setting up of a 
National Quality Council. Vwt will 
be its main function? 

Ans. To oversee the functioning of 
all quality related activities in India. 
The Work of the Council will improve 


the marketability of Indian goods and 
services in the domestic and interna¬ 
tional spheres. 

Q. What is NEDB? 

Ans. North-Eastern Oevelopmant 
Bank (NEDB) is being established to 
finance creation, expansion and 
modernisation of industrial 
enterprises and infrastructure projects 
in the hilly regions of North- East India. 

Q. The Enron power project is 
proposed to be located in which^ 
State? 

Ans. Maharashtra 

Q. In which State is Charar-e- 
Sharief located? 

Ans. Jammu and Kashmir. 

Q. Name the youngest Chief 
Minister of an Inciian State to be 
swom-in for the fourth consecutive 
time? 

Ans. Mr Geigong Apong, Chief 
Mimster of Arunachm Pradesh. 

Q. What is the phone density of 
India? 

Ans. One phone per hundred 
population. The Indian Telecom I<je 
work is the thirteenth largest in the 
world, in terms of size. 

Q. Name the ship which was 
used by the 14th Antarctica scientific 
expedition? 

Ans. Polar Bird, a Norwegian 
ice-breaker. 

Q.Whatis"TheWav.e"? , 

Ans. It is the name of the radio 
service started by STAR TV. 

Q. As per the 1994-95 Economic 
Survey what was the economic growth 
rate for 1994-957 • 

Aim. 5.3 per cent. Industrial 
growfii has bem estimated at 8 per 
(»nt. 

Q. As per thi 1994-95 Economic 
Survey what was the total fbodgcain 
production in 1993-94? 

Ans. 182.1 million temnes. 
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READERS’FORUM 


The best two tetters <>f the month, appearing in the box, have been 
awarded a prize ofRs SOXX) each. Readers are hmtnl to send us thdr vieun 
OH topics covered in this issue. The decision of the Editor will be final. 


UNFULFILLED HOPES OF 
MILLIONS 

Notwithstanding the 
populist, casteist, communal 
tmd regional temptations 
given bp the leaders, people 
consider the performance of a 
government as the final 
yardstick to consider a 
party’s claim for power. 
PolitieiaHS ougfit to team 
lessons from past elections 
and come forward with a 
comprehensive anti-OPIUM 
(over-population, poverty, 
illiteracy, unemployment 
and malnutrition) plan. 

S.C. Mohindni 
Mussoorie 

SOCIAL SUMMIT 

At the recently held 
Copenhagen Summit, "deep 
and serious" concern 
expressed by the world 
leaders, especially of big and 
powerful nations, over the 
abysmal level of poverty in 
developing countries is 
nothing more than ^ib talk. 
The woes of developing 
Latin, African and Asian 
countries can be directly 
attributed to the developed 
world. But for the 
mmipulative policies of the 
developed world the 
developing countries would 
have been muck better 
placed—both ecorwmicalty 
and morally. 

Ji^ta Mukherfee 

Calcutta 

The S 25 million summit 
cannot be termed as a mere 
talk show. There is no doubt 
about the fact that it did 
help in creatiifg more 
awareness about the 
■ptobterra being faced by the 
poor countries. It has 
certainly helped in giving 
same dinxtion to t^ ef^nts 


for social development of the 
poor. 

Ajw Anand Jha 

Deoghar, Bihar 

Wish the declarations 
made in such summits are 
binding on alt countries. 

Then and only then one can 
hope to have some gain from 
these expensive 
extraoaganxasi 

fLS. Reddy 

Caclun 

PARUAMENTARYOR 
PRESIDENTIAL FORM OF 
GOVT 

What we need today is 
selfless, patriotic and 
disciplined leaders and not 
trmtsformation of the system. 

Sami'ul'Zaman 

Aligrrh 

Every system has its 
own positive and negative 
points. Any system urill fail 
ifBtose who are entrusted 
the fob of implementation 
are not truthful and sincere. 

R.S. Haider 
Burdwan, W.B. 

Presidential form of 
government carries with it 
the risk of dictatorship. 
Mfsolute power in the hands 
of a single individual, 
especially in a country like 
India, can be more harmful 
than helpful. For India, a 
iveek Parliatttentary system 
is any day better than a 
Presidential form of 
government. 

Sanjeb K. Sen 

Midnapore, W.B. 

BUDGET: HUMAN TOUCH 
TO REFORMS 

Anu government has a 
ttwral mtu to allocate 
adequate j^ds for the 
upti^mentr^poor sections 

huttumlv^ tot^r^^rms, 
DrManmohan Sbigh has 
indeed given a rl^t direction 
to the economic reforms. 



Hotoever, just allocation 
of funds is not enough. The 
previous governments had 
focussed completely on 
social upliftment. But gains 
were not many because of 
faulty implementation and 
corruption. 

The need today is not 
more funds for the 
doum-trodden but proper 
implementation of various 
welfare schemes. 

Bichu Muttathara 

Pime 

IMPERATIVES OF PLANNING 

Although our strategy of 
development has made India 
the tenth most industrialised 
nation of the world, 
hotoever, it has failed to 
provide a national minimum 
level of living. Nearly 40% of 
the population still lives 
below poverty line and 
is a growing concentration of 
economic power, resulting in 
dissatisfaction in rural areas. 

The weakness of our 
system does not lie in our 
planning process, but in the 
implementatioH. The 
sdiemes relathig to 
agricultural sector, 
small-scaU industries sector . 
attd cottage industry sector 
have been poorly 
impUmented. The need i* to 
ensure brdaneedgrPwIMand 
proper use human 

resource. A more sincere 
effort by all Buue who 


matter will help in drastic 
improvement. 

S.K. Verma 
Sunder Nagar, H.P. 
CM FEATURES 

CM is really a matchless 
magazine. All the features 
are excellent and pill of 
knowledge. 

Kalex Khan 
Shahjahanpur, U.P. 

There is no substitute to 
CM while prepatingfirr any 
competitive exam. Thank 
you for providing us such an 
excellent tool tone succesfful 
in life. 

Asim K. Dutta 

Nadia, W.B. 

All articles and features 
are of excellent quality. 

Shobliit Agganval 

Patudtt 

Thank you for the solved 
Mathematics paper ofNDA 
in the April '95 issue. 

Rahul Jha 
Patna 

Please accent my thanks 
for publishing m BSRB 
Reasoning paper. Please give 
some more material for amse 
preparing for BSRB exams, in 
thefortiwoniing issues. 

K. Bhaskara Reddy 
Ymddapidnm 

Your ctdRee story an 
Budget gave inmmUmt 
infimnationwhiclf is highly 
us^ut finr students of 
eamomics. Sudi qmdity stuff 
can he expected only/torn a 
mofiuinelAaCM. 

lka)ibC;iwtiei!tce 

Aaaiuol 
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(FOf/^uoeMt Bantu otSBI, SB! ana aOmNaBondKaH Banka Bxam.) 
ComprAwnsiw Comrag* ofTMtof RMMiiilng(Loglcal, V«bal, Non-Vwbal, 
l^ita IniwpraMion aiMf ManagMiwnt Aplilud* TMl* ale); Engitoh Lan^Mgt 
(PracUcal English Qrenmw, Common Eiren, Wbrd-Powiir. SpoWngs stc); 
OMisnl Asnnnsts (Al sspsols of Q.K.) QuMtHstivo AptMudo (Numbsr 
System, H.C.F. A LC.M., SimpUfieslion, Siiivls A Compound Intsrast, PraM A 
Loss, Qraphs, TabuWion (tfOata, Msnsundion sic.. Solved Exsmplss, HMs A 
Exsroissseic); OsscrlplIvsEngllsh (Short Essays, PreposXionseIc); Fhrsssts 
of Model Papers, with dslailsdSolulions//^is«wra, based on Previous Years' 
Papers. 

2. RESERVE BANK OF INDIA 

OmCEBS ‘aRAOEA‘B(AM.iaT 

OurBankP.O. Exam. Klt(DolMlsgiven abova) Conqarehensively Covers 
All Tests (Objeetivs Type) of Rrst Phase of RBI WriOan Exam. i«. (i) 
QonsnalAwarane8Sp)EntHieh Language P)QuantilalivaApliludeA(iv) 
Reasoning. So for Rrst Phase of RBI Exam, please procure our 
Bank P.O. Kit. Price Re. 30(V- * Postage Re. 15. 

BookaSuggaaiad tor RBI VMUan Bonn. PhaaaK: 

1. Probabls(Latsst) Essays Ra.4S Z Precis Writing Rs.2S 

3. Essays on Economic A Social ProUeme (World A India) Re. 100 

(Book Na 3 la likely to be released In September 1935). 

3. M.B.A.iqT Rs.350 

(Fdr Common Admkahn rastoefMiiC'«,XLRf AotfMrLeadirw 
kuauaaAJnhmalllaa) 

Kit covare English Language (Practical English Qrammar, Common 
Erron, Prepositions, Spellings, Idoms A Phrases, Comprehension, 
Vocabiiary, SynonymsAAntanyms);l nt ellge n caA R ea B onltig(ljogicat, 
VertMl, Non-Vsibal, Data Int et pw t al l onete); Arllhmollo(NumborSy8lBm, 
Graphs, Tabulation of Data, Mensuration, etc.); Ba s l e Maths (Al^bra, 
Geometry, Trigonometry, Coordinale Geom^, Matrices, Calculus); 
Qonarai Knowlodge (General Sdsnos, Hietoiy, Geography, Incfian 
Polity, Indian Ecorwmy etc.) including LMestCuirent AIMra; Fhra Bata 
of Model Papers, with dat^led Soiuttona/Answars, based on Prevloua 
Years'Papers. 

3 . N.DAKiT Rs. 250 4 . C.D.S.KfT Rs. 250 


(D 

lifir ihiitBiifB mrl ttuBiliiM 

Sanioi’jArfriad'FWMa OMtsefli fof BMr unBd Ahd warria. 


Kits tor N.D Jt, C.D.S. Examination eontato: 

I. SPECIMENPAPERSbasodonPREVIOUSYEARB’PAPERSon 
Engliah, G.K., Current Affairs A Mathematica. 

II. MATHBBATICS-^Artthmelic, Mensuration, Algebra, Geometry, 
Trigorwmetiy and Stafislice. 

III. ENQLISH LANGUAGE—Piactleat English Qrammar, Eirore, 
PispoaMiono, Comprohenaion A Vocabulaty. 

IV. GBiERALKNCNnJBDGE-8CIENCE8(Physics,Chsrniatty.LillB 
Sdencee, Space Sdanoe), HUMANITIEB (Hialory, Natlonai 
MovsmoM, ConetHullen. Geography, Eoenomy etc.) 




(ForComi}UlaorySubfaotaLa.engUahAaananlKna wl aaga ) <, 
Comprehend Coveiagaof Eaaay, Preoie, Paregreph, Letter A Report'; 
Writing. Praelioal Englieh Grammar, General Knowisdge (aanmai;. 
Sdsnce, Hlstoiy, Geography, Polity, Economy, GX. MIsoellaiiaoua) A' 
Latest Cunsnt Affolrs. 

6. HOTELMANAQEMENTJ.E.0(AM.ICIT At20a, 

(JokitBRnmeaexamitorABnMotitoTIwau-Vaur 
DIptoma CouraalnHotaliga na ga n mft) 

Study Material A Objecfivs Questions on All Subfeete—Raaaoning A 
Logical Deduction, Numerical Ability, ScfontHle Afddeand English. 

7. S.S.C. TRANSMISSION EXECUTIVE EXAM. KIT Rs200 

(OanaralBPnaueBonf 

Kit covets all the three eubiects of the written exam. Exhausive Study 
Material A Objective Multiple Choice Questions in General bitslllgenoe 
(Logioal, Verbal A Non-Verbal). English Language (Ptaottctd EngUah 
Grammar, Vooabulary,SentenoeSliucfcireAComprshsnalon)AQenetBl 
Awareness (General Science, History, Geography, Economy, 
Constitution. CuMuraf Neittige of tocMe A tatoat CunantARWre). 

8. S.S.C. INSPECTORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE, 
INCOME TAX, Etc. EXAM. KIT Rg. 250 

Comprehensive Coverage of General I nt eI H ge nce , General E ngBe h , 
AiWunetlcal AbHItyi Ganaial AwMsneaa and Modal Papers on Ml 
sufajects-baaadonPREVIOUSYEARS’ PAPERS. 
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SPEaAL FEATURE 


The New Diplomacy 


Oliver Cromwell's defimtton that an 
ambassador is a man of war, no longer 
rings true. Rather, diplomacy is a subtle 
art, no longer mysterious and secret 

In the present context, an ambas¬ 
sador is a cwil servant sent by a country 
to distant lands la represent the policies 
and principles that the country stands 
for. Ambassadors hardly mala news, ex¬ 
cept when they are expelled. 

The real diplomats are the people 
who am bring some peace to a strife rid¬ 
den world Striking aails in tnolenl areas 
and getting warring factions together, 
they have diffused many an expletive 
situation. Winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize, Henry Kissinger urns one such 
diplomat, who was able to bring tradi¬ 
tional foes Egypt and Israel together and 
pave the way for Middle East peace 
Former US Pnsident Richard Nixon too 
took up diplomatic tasks for his cmntry. 

The latest person to emerge as a 
diplomat cf peace is another former US 
President, Jimmy Carter He has bam 
able to cobble tether twice in North 
Korea, Bosnia, Pbiti and Sudan. 

This article looks at the trends cf 
global diplomacy and assesses the 
phenomenon of the globe trotting peace 
missionary, Jimmy Carter. 

world has changed consider* 
JL ably in recent times/^e cold war 
between Russia and die US is over, 
but a number of States engage in con¬ 
flicts as they face growing 
regionalism, fundamentalism, ethnic 
and racial conflicts. 

It must be a unique paradox of 
our times that while a glooal order is 
being talked about in terms of a 
"global village", many States face in¬ 
creasing demands of isolationism 
and protectionism, resulting in 
bloody conflicts. 

If wars reflect the failure of 
diplmnacy, it is failing in many 
countries. The United Nations has 
been fairly active in the past and ac¬ 
tually hel^d diplomacy to transfer 
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itself from a passive art into a well 
developed discipline. Much 
diplomatic effort was taken at the UN 
Headquarters, with the organisation 
acting as a restraining factor on many 
States. 

Today, many question the ef¬ 
ficacy of the UN. It too faces budget 
cuts. Countries and groups refuse to 
accept its supremacy; and on many 
occasions the superpowers have not 
accepted the wilt of other nations by 
using their veto unreasonably Rather 
than using the diplomatic route, it 
has been involved in peace keeping 
operations in many countries, acting 
as a policeman than as a diplomat. 

Even that will be severely limited 
in future as countries rethink about 
sending troops for UN peace-keep¬ 
ing missions. The US has recently 
passed the National Security 
Revitalisation Act, which limits the 
ability of its President to send US 
troops on such missions. 

US Efforts Abroad 

HIS is significant because the US 
has been the biggest funding 
source of the UN, and has been 
taking the major diplomatic peace in¬ 
itiatives so far. Now, it grapples wifii 
domestic issues whife world diplomacy 
is taking a setoack. "We will no lager 
require our people to carry an uniwr 
burden for the rest of humanity", saysa 
U.S. congressman, echoing me senti- 
ments of numy in his ooun^. 

As long as the Soviet "evil 
empire" existed, the US was willing 
to fight for liberty and freedom 
abroad. This is not the case now. 
Today, Americans question about 
spending $ 5 billion annually for 
Middle East peace when the mon^ 
can be spent to improve schools. "We 
shall pay anv price, bear any burderi, 
to assure the success of liberty", 
declared Jdm F. Kennedy in l%i. 
Today the message appears to be, 
"Put 'yowf own house in order. 


America." 

The Indian government too faced 
similar sentiments when it sent its 
troops to the Maldives. The fiasco in 
Sri Lanka has also raised the ques¬ 
tions about the Indian army for mis¬ 
sions abroad. 

Other countries too, rich or not, 
try to solve their own problems than 
be able to start international 
diplomacy. Russia faces nationalist 
conflicts and a weak economy. China 
is in a transition period towards a free 
market economy in the post-Deng 
Xiaoping era; wmle Africa has almost 
been abandoned Latin America still 
has not come to grips with reality as 
it reels under the collapse of the 
Mexican peso. Amid rising poverty 
and violence, these countries must 
reconsider their economic policies 
Europe faces expansion of the 
European Union and NATO to in¬ 
clude Poland and Czech Republic 
The only nation diat can take a more 
active role globally is Japan, which 
also commands respect because of its 
economic achievement. Japan has, 
however, remained out of the 
diplomatic arena. It is left to the 
Americans to go to countries facing 
conflicts and try to solve them. 

With the US trying to reshape its 
policy of activism abroad, interna¬ 
tional diplomacy faces a dtallenging 
task. First, which country can lead 
diplomatic initiatives acceptable to 
the rest of the world? Secondly, who 
will pay for these initiatives, and 
thirdly now will governments, so en¬ 
meshed in their domestic troubles, 
find the justification to dabble in the 
politics of distant countries? 

Individuals as 5iplomat8 

U NEXPECTEDLY, the task has 
been taken up by individuals, 
rather fium countries. Dr Henry Kis¬ 
singer is perhaps die most fi^us 
di^omat. Displaying a sense of 
drama send a shrewd sense of timing. 
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he has been able to solve many crisis 
situations. His greatest achievements 
have been the normalising of rela¬ 
tions between USA and China, and 
the dialogue between tradiHonal foes 
Egypt and Israel. Known to have in¬ 
vented "shuttle diplomacy", Ki.v 
singer won the Ndsel Peace Prize for 
bringing about the cease fire agree¬ 
ment in Vietnam. 

Former US President Richard 
Nixon too has been contributing to in¬ 
ternational diplomacy even after his 
retirement. But the most recent suc¬ 
cessful pieacemaker has been another 
former US President, Jimmy Carter. 

A man of eminence, he uses his 
high contacts to visit State capitals to 
meet world leaders and tries to do 
what the UN or other countries can¬ 
not do. Carter is m a unique posibon 
because he is not bound to follow the 
foreign policy of his own country, but 
rather patches agreements through 
his own commitment. He can thus 
maintain cordial relations witti any 
type of regime and proves that 
diplomacy is realistic, not idealisbc. 

Though Kautalaya prescribes the 
rule for the conduct of diplomats in 
"Arthashastra" that conciliation, 
concession, rupture and force must 
be used, the professional diplomat 
uses only the first two This is be¬ 
cause he enters a sensitive situation 
and a potential conflict area and any 
use of force will only defeat his ef¬ 
forts. Diplomats can tiius learn a les¬ 
son or two from Kissinger, Nixon and 
Carter. 

The Carter phenomenon is truly 
unique. He praises and flatters the 
bloodiest of t 3 ^nts, often opposing US 
policy. I fe tends to accentuate the posi¬ 
tive in the dictators he meets, making 
tiiem willing to listen to him. lie has 
struck deals in countries like North 
Korea, Haiti, Bosnia and Sudan. 

Carter's peace making is volun¬ 
tary, almost like a divine command¬ 
ment. He is not deterred by official 
policy and goes ahead with his free 
lance negotiations. The question 
arises: how does a private citizen, 
whose own president was not very 
effective, manage to become a force in 
intematicmal diplomacy? 

Keeping him informed and upto 
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date is his Carter Centre at Atlanta, 
which employs about 200 people full 
time According to Carter, "We ana¬ 
lyse the major conflicts of the world. 
^ if we get an unexpected oppor¬ 
tunity to deal with a problem, we 
don't have to start from scratch. In a 
few hours, I can have on my desk a 
fairly sophisticated briefing." 

His stature as former US Presi¬ 
dent helps him to keep contact with 
many foreign leaders. So while 
Washington mav denounce a leader 
as a worse pariah. Carter is willing to 
talk to him in a friendly way. In doing 
so. Carter becomes a bridge between 
people who no longer see eye to eye 
He also becomes a bridge to 
Washington 


Also helping him are his wide 
ranging humanitarian programmes 
When he went to Sudan on a peace 
keeping msssion, he was no stranger 
because he had been visiting tlut 
country for humatutaiian projects For 
many years the Muslims and the Chris¬ 
tians have been lulling each other in 
Sudan, killing more ran 13 million 
people Carter emerged with a cease 
fire agreement in this scenario. 

Critics point out that Carter does 
not address the issues at stake or the 
reasons for the conflict. In Sudan for 
instance, both sides agreed to stop 
fighting to allow medical workers to 
treat a terrible parasitic disease But 
any peace in a strife torn world is 
welcome Who knows, the cease fire 
may also open doors for negotiations 
and everlastmg peace can be brought 
about in strife tom Sudan. 

In Nortii Korea, while the USA 
was ready to impose sanctions. 
Carter was able to extract a promise 
that the country would stop building 
the nuclear bo^. A dialogue started 
on the nuclear programme of North 
Korea, leading to an agreement that it 
would buy less dangerous reactors 
from outside. 

Haiti proved anotiier success for 
the Carter diplomacy. While the US 
government threatened Raoul 
Cedras "Your time is up. Leave now, 
or we will force you from power". 
Carter brought i^ut an agreement 
so that US troops could enter Hatti 
peacefully. The new president Mr ! 


Jean-Bertrand Aristide, was restored 
without conflict. If critics say that 
Cedras received undue benefits from 
Carter, tiie benefits of a peaceful set¬ 
tlement still could not be ignored. 

In Bosnia, Carter got the promise 
of a three montii cease Are but no real 
progress towards peace has been 
made thereafter. 

Though it has been said that 
Carter's achievements are short term, 
they are certainly not small. A 
diplomat can get two sides together 
and even negotiate peace on two 
warring sides, but long term peace 
depends on something more than 
diplomacy. It depends on the wiling- 
ness of each side to give concessions 
Moreover, if some leaders want to 
maintain theis. importance by cem- 
tinucd conflict, what is a diplomat to 
do’ 

Carter may be praising dictators, 
but there is no denying that he gets 
them around to talk. Not bound by 
US foreign policy, leaders are willing 
to speak to an cx-president After all, 
denouncir^;a dictator will not lead to 
n^otiations. 

Carter's motivations are mis¬ 
sionary. He is not a politician 
anymore but goes about with a 
genuine desire to resolve conflicts, 
"jimmy sees good in every body" 
says his wife, as Carter views that all 
people may be sinners but can be 
redeemed 

The Carter phenomenon shows 
that even for country as strong as the 
USA, it is important to soothe world 
leaders than jumping on the miUtaiy 
option. The US has done it once too 
often, with disastrous resulte. 

The success of Jimmy Carter 
shows that the independent 
negotiator is very much in demand. 
The diplomats of a country are 
limited by their brief, whereas a 
private citizen can raise any topic 
witii a leader. Maybe fhere is a lesson 
here for retired leaders^ Rather than 
keep trying to come back into 
politics, should they not try to be¬ 
come ambassadors of goodwill and 
peace? Is inteituition« diplomacy 
enteringa newem of the stahd-alone 
diplomat? 
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SPE^AL FEATURE 


Education, But Not for All 


Inspite cf good intentions and high 

] sounding declarations by the govern¬ 
ment, Question in our country con¬ 
tinues to remain in a mess. The State cf 
primary schools, collies and univer¬ 
sities is pathetic. Quality education, 
however, can be acquired, if you have the 
ability to pay. Education has becomt 
commercial, to the extent that it is almost 
denied to people who cannot pay for it. 
Should toe then shed tears for the increas¬ 
ing number of illiterates that the country 
adds every year? 

For its part, the government con¬ 
tinues to talk about higher budget alloca¬ 
tions for eduaiHon. This has resulted in 
quantitatroe expansion but there is no 
qualitative assessment. 

This article looks at the criminal 
neglect of education, which results in 
denial of literacy to generations of In¬ 
dians. It is time that the Ministry cf 
Human Resource Development stopped 
being a soft ministry and took its respon- 
sQhlities seriously. 

HERE is much that is wrong with 
the education system in India. 
One needs only to go to the nearest 
college or university to see the mess 
that our education is in. As for 
schools, the situation is good only in 
the elite public schools, which are too 
expensive anyway. For the vast 
majority of students in government 
ar private schools, learning is an un¬ 
equalled burden. 

If education is supposed to 
prepare a child for the future and im¬ 
part hunum and moral values, our 
education system fails completely. 
Totally examination oriented, the sys- 
. tern churns out people who are 
materialistic and career minded, but 
Urho lack the moral badebone tomake 
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ethical choices. Maybe that is why 
India is witnessing a degeneration in 
almost all walks of life. 

"If there isa Erstprice tobe given 
for the primary reason for the 
degeneration of India", writes T.N. 
Seshan in his new book. The 
Degeneration of India, "then it will 
easily go to education." 

The de-humanising process 
starts early in life. At die age of three, 
die child is taught answers that he 
must give out In the interview for 
school admission. Stress apart, some 
answers that are taught may not be 
correct but what may be "accept¬ 
able". 

High Costs 

O NCE admission is granted, the 
child becomes a small part of 
what is essentially a business. The 
cost of sending a child to school may 
be between Rs 500-1500 as fee. School 
dresses, study materials, transport, 
all add up to the cost Periodically, 
students are given tickets to sell and 
mostly it is the parents who pay for 
them if the child is to continue going 
to school. 

Intentions of the government 
notwithstending, the cost of paper 
and books keeps sky-rocketing. Ac¬ 
cording to publishers, this season has 
seen a remarkable increase in cost of 
books. They point out that the cost of 
paper has gone up by 51-62% since 
last year. 

The effect on a poor family's 
budget can well be imagined. They 
can do nothing but withdraw the 
child from school Md put him dn 
some job. Accozdii^ to Ministry oi 
Human Resource I^elopment es¬ 


timates, only 57 out of 100 children 
enrolled in Grade I reach Grade V. 
Another survey puis this figure at 35. 
The National Sample Survey Or¬ 
ganisation (NSSO) estimates that 
there are about 60 million children in 
the age group 6-14 years who have 

never enrolled in schools. 

* 

These figures make mockery of 
file claims of fighting illiteracy in the 
country. Yet the government declares 
its commitment for "Educati-on For 
All". 

None of our educationists have 
thought how these objectives are to 
be met. Politicians point to 
govemm-ent spending in the field 
of education. "The Central govern¬ 
ment is fully committed to higher 
allocation of funds for education", 
asserts Madhav Rao Scindia, the 
Human Resource Development 
Minister. 

According to Scindia, India 
spends 3.7% of its Gross National 
Product (GNP) on education. This 
figure is far below the 6% norm stated 
in the National Policy of Education. 
The Prime Minister has also 
promised to allocate 6% of GNP from 
tlw Ninth Plan, though it is felt that to 
meet its modest goals, 9*10% of GNP 
should be allocated to the education¬ 
al system. The tdlocations in the 
budget from 1999 are given in file 
box. The present J^iidget allocates 
1.57% of t^ total l^dget outlay for . 
education. However, if ihflatkm is 
considered at 10%; file allocation to 
education actually registers a 
decline. In real terms; fitetefore, ttte 
allocatitei is las. than what it wa‘ ^ 
lutyeatl 




Unfortunately, even this expen¬ 
diture seems to be a wasted effort. 
Coimtries whi(» spend less percent¬ 
age of their resources on education 
have been able to reduce illiteracy 
faster. The figures for Burma are 
1.6%, China 2.^o and Sri Lanka 33%, 
yet these countries have higher 
literacy levels than India. 

On the other hand, though our 
country has higher percentage 
spending, we turn out the highest 
number of illiterates. Between 1961 
and 1981, the number of adult il¬ 
literates in the country increased 
from 333 million to 437 million. So 
where does the spending go? The 
answer seems to be diat much of the 
spending goes to salaries of teachers 
who do not teach, and to creating 
buildings but not to the actual task of 
imparting knowledge. Government 
spending has also b<^ lopsided, as 
much of the budget is spent on higher 
education than primary education 
The tears shed for increase in il¬ 
literacy are therefore only crocodile 
tears. 

Female Illiteracy 

O NE major challenge in improv¬ 
ing literacy is to educate the girl 
child. Social l^liefs are still strong 
that girls are to grow up and raise 
families, and what is the point in 
educating them. In rural India, 
people are outraged at the drought of 
educating a girl. The Ministry of 
HRD has also admitted that girls, 
alongwidr Haiijans and tribals, con¬ 
stitute the majority of school 
dropouts. 

YeL it has been pointed out that 
educating die girls and empowering 
them is the only way to get a multi¬ 
plier effect in education. An educated 
mother, even if she just raises 
families, is instrumental in educating 
the children. Empowering women 
also results in population control and 
saving the environment 

Social taboos are, howeveiV‘j|iard 
to break. According to the 1991 cen¬ 
sus, diere are cmly 8 States where 
female literacy exceeds 50%. In Bihar, 


only 229% women are literate, UP 
25.3%, MP 28.8%, and Rajasthan 
20.4%. 

Some States have tried schemes 
like free mid-day meals to get 
children to school, but die only way 
left is to make elementary education 
compulsory. All other schemes of the 
government have failed. In fact our 
commitment to literacy remains 
limited to making sweet television 
films exhorting us to send girls to 
school. Reality unfortunately 
remams much di^rent 

The Educated Illiterate 

P ERHAPS the worst failure of the 
education system is that it does 
not encourage learning or a curiosity 
to know more It has bi^ reduced to 
mass producing degrees. And the 
degrees are mostly worthless, be¬ 
cause they do not result in jobs In¬ 
stead, education raises aspirations 
and makes a person unfit to do many 
things. The entire process of educa¬ 
tion right from school, is so alienating 
that one loses all organic links and 
traditions. 

It is amusing to see young people 
speak English in a nasal Western ac¬ 
cent these days and look down on all 
that is Indian. Human values and em¬ 
pathy are lost forever This has led to 
a rather funny situatiem that city bred 
young people talk derogately about 
people who cannot talk and behave 
like that. 


Outlay for Education in tha Budget 


Many government policies result 
from this thinking. The debate on 
construction of dams, for instance, 
shows the biased thinking of tiie edu¬ 
cated. The construction of dams is 
defended because they think that the 
traditional livelihood of people who 
have to be shifted, is not important. 
People living far away from dam 
sites think up reasons why they are 
supposed to be good for tiie people; 
and those who will be directly af¬ 
fected are not even consulted because 
they are mere villagers. 

This is nothing but lopsided 
thinking. In recent times we have also 
seen people feom tiie cities going to 
villages to "teach people how to live" 
as if the villagers do not know even 
that The air of superiority that tiie 
educated acquire is nothing but 
colonial thinking, but there is nothing 
to stop it. 

On the other hand, our schools 
are seeing a fail in morals. Several 
surveys point out rising levels of 
teenage abortions, robberies and 
juvenile crime. The failure of the 
education system in not teaching 
human values is catastrophic. 

Irrelevance of Universities 

H igher education is a shade 
worse. Universities have become 
hotbeds of politics, and the last 
thing that teachers do is to teach. 
Many teachers have their own small 
businesses, and are known to go to 

- ^ 


Year 

Plan 

(Rs In crores) 

Non Plan 

Total 

% of Total 
Bud^ 

1989-90 

960 

589 

1549 

1.67 

1990-91 

965 

721 

1686 

1.60 

1991-92 

993 

762 

1755 

1.58 

1992-93 

1175 

830 

2005 

1.64 

1993-94 

1512 

945 

2457 

1.71 

1994-95 

1574 

920 

2494 

1.54 

1995-96* 

1824 

880 

2704 

1.57 


* (Budget esthnates) 

Atote; Figures are not complete in themselvee. Education is on the 
concurrent Net and sireable expenditure Is Incurred by the States. 
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their college only to collect their 
salaries. Sexual exploitation is com* 
mon where research prefects are in¬ 
volved. 

Many departments, particularly 
humanities, teach outdated courses 
every year. In the Pai^lfl/mversity, 
even'the lessons sept out under the 
correspondence courses are not up¬ 
dated. Many developments such as 
die break up of the Soviet Union, 
have not been incorporated m the les¬ 
sons sent out by the University. If this 
is die State in. prestigious univer¬ 
sities, the State of others can well be 
imagined. 

Students do not take universities 
8eriousl]|; because they know that the 
degree ite not going to help them. Nor 
do die teachers, many of whom have 
theitf own businesses Those who 
dod't spend their time poiiticking or 
l^iliting letters to the editor in 
i^^hawspapers. 

I 

The Union Government has 
realised diat it is better to spend on 
primary education, and has been af¬ 
fecting cuts in the allocation of higher 
education The Universities thus face 
a difficult situation. What has made 
matters worse is that universities 
have acquired liabilities which are a 
severe drain on resources. They have 
functioned like public sector 
enterprises, generating employment 
for relatives of professors, rather than 
become academic centres. 

Universities are thus being 
forced to look for funding for them¬ 
selves. It is expected that industry 
may be interested in dnanemg the 
. science and commerce departments. 
But support for humanities depart¬ 
ments is expected to be nil. 

One fallout of this decision will 
be that the cost of education will be 
passed on to the student. Already, 
some universities have raised their 
fees, and many courses have become 
expensive. Private institutes have a 
fleld day—diough donations are il¬ 
legal, diey are still being charged 
under different names. An institute in | 
Delhi asks candidates to give a "re¬ 


search grant" to its sister organisa¬ 
tion, a foundation for research. Clear¬ 
ly, education is getting out of reach 
for many poor and middle class 
families 

Opposite trends 

W HILE education is becoming 
more and more expensive, the 
government has realised that it 
should be doing more. Privatisation 
of higher education might even 
result m improvement of quality 
and shake the universities out of 
their slumber. The challenge then is 
to improve the primary education 

The government has realised that 
the structural adjustment policies it 
has been followmg do not ensure so¬ 
cial justice It has now been talking of 
"adjustment with a human face" and 
a development strategy of "growth 
with social justice". The Finance Min¬ 
ister has mentioned in his budget 
speech that "the spread of education¬ 
al opportunities is essential for social 
and economic development" and has 
been promising to transfer the 
resources served from disinvestment 
of public sector to education and 
health. 

These are positive trends, and it 
is hoped that this commitment will 
result in improvement in die educa¬ 
tion system. At the same time, stress 
needs to be raised on qualitative 
aspects also. 

The Erst is die quality of teachers. 
In die present system, teaching is the 
last resort for LAS failures and people 
who have not been able to get into 
any competitive examination. Hiere 
is thus no commitmait to teaching, 
which is evident from the feet that 


teachers do not teach. In rural areas, 
teachers seldom come to school, leav¬ 
ing undated applications in case 
there is a check. 

Secondly, the focus of educatiiHi 
must shift to the student. As recom¬ 
mended in the Rajammal Devadas 
Committee, the 'credits' ^tem must 
be introduced, as is done in foreign 
colleges. A maximum and minimum 
numbar of credits can be introduced, 
with students having the freedom to 
choose their credit subjects. By al¬ 
lowing flexibility, the system can 
cater to individual needs. Students 
will feel less inclined to copy be¬ 
cause they will feel participative in 
their choice. 

Thirdly, emphasis on bookish 
knowledge must be discouraged. 
Students should be required to par- 
tiapate in socially useful work, while 
also courses to build personality 
should be introduced. This is severly 
lacking in today's sjrstem 

It IS heartening diat winds of 
change are blowing in the education 
sector There is an urgent need to 
overhaul the system. But the system 
cannot be magically transformed. 
Till now, educators have been 
paying lip service to education. 
The student has been the sufferer, 
though it must be said that stu¬ 
dents have risen above the system 
and have been able to do well in 
India and abroad. But to ignore 
the education system is unfair to 
the vast majority of Indians. It is 
time that we changed the system 
by radical surgery and tried for 
excellence while also ensuring so¬ 
cial justice. 


QUESTION BOX 

With effect from July '95 issue we are introducing a new feature— 
Question Box. We invite the readers to send us any quarry or question to 
which they have not been able to find an answer. 

We wili try to acoommodate maximum possible questions, asked by 
the readers, alongwith their answer. 

Kindly send your questions to QUESTION BOX, The Competi^ 
Master, 126, Industriai Area-l, Chpndigarh • 160 002. 
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Change in the EXIM PpUcy: 
Towards a Liberalised Tiade 


On March 31.1995. Mr P. Oudam- 
baram. the Union Minister cf State far 
Commerce made his presence felt to the 
trade and industry by introducing wide 
ranging changes in the EXIM policy far 
the floe-year period of 1992-97. The 
am^ments, which have been widely 
hailed by the industry, are described to be 
in consonance with the process of on 
going reforms. Liberidisation cf imports 
regime is apparantly aimed at further 
b^ing up the industry. The apprehen¬ 
sions ^the domestic manufocturtrs^flbr 
the annual budget for 1995-96, that the 
reduction in the customs duties may 
harm their interests, have been put to rest 
by allowing them to import the capital 
goods (including the second hand 
machinery) and to upgrade themselves 
technologically. Industry is euplwric 
about the gains from the amended policy, 
thus making them more competitive in 
the intematiorml market. 

Fulfilled Hopes 

M uch awaited amendments in 
die BXIM policy have hilfiilled 
most of the expectations of the trade 
and industry. Several dianges have 
directly met the long standing 
demands. Government's refusal to 
open up the electronic consumer 
goods w come as a major ralief to 
the local , manufactu^wm; as th^re 
were apprehensions o| growling 
open the import of consumer 
electtonlc goods, particularly in die 
face of booming foreign exchar^e 
lesejivesk However several items 
havebeinvadded bt the existing Itef of 
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ete. Out of the 33 new items on the 
OGL list 11 have been shifted toOGU 
from freely transferable Special Im¬ 
port Licence (SIL) list. 

in addition to widening of OGL 
list, SIL has also been expanded widi 
enhanced benefits. SIL is a non-dis- 
credonary instrument which serves 
as an incentive to the exporters. 39 
new items of exports, including, 
telecommunication equipment, 
software services, battery and electri- 
cally operated vehicles, sewing 
machines, etc. have been included in 
the SIL list and exporters of these 
items can easily import listed items 
on SIL. The importable items on SIL 
include gold, silver, textiles, all 
spares, toys, sports goods, clothing, 
communication equipment, aviation 
turbine fuel, etc. Tliese special licen¬ 
ses for import will be based on the net 
foreign exchange earnings. Further, 
the existing negative list has also 
been pruned considerably. Negative 
list includes the items which am not 
be imported. It now contains three 
prohibited goods, sixty fiVe restricted 
items and seven canalised items. 
Several restricted goods can be im¬ 
ported without a licence but sut^t 
to some conditions. Most of the 
restrictions are on the grounds of 
security, health or environment, 

^ while a few are aimed at protecting 
die small scale sector. 

One of the most impo^nt 
amendment pertains to zero-duty 
import df capital goods in case where 
the GIF value of such imports is more 
than' Rs 20 btHe. ^s would go a 
. .Icng way ill ipipbrtfng sbleof-titc-. 

, avttedhnology and would ^tticula^ 
h^p collibdrwons witii 

’ ,cca»iiftg yeff in the 

.Retientiy, soine of'the new 


car nuinufacturen had r^uested 
government to allow them to import' 
capital goods, including plant and ' 
machinery, free horn the import duty,, 
as was allowed In case of Marufl.' 
Udyog Limited. With this amimdPi- 
ment, this demand has automatiodiy 
been met. Earlier, zero dul^ option, 
was available at the d&aetkm of the 
government and any one afiowed to 
do so was under export oblation to 
export in next seven years seven 
times the GIF value of i mports. Under 
the new scheme, which is non-dfocre- 
tionaiy, for all imports of over Rs 20 
crore GIF value, there is anobligaticHt 
to export six times the GIF value, in 
eight year period. 

In another significant change, 
deemed exporter status has been ex¬ 
tended to the suppliers of EPCG (Ex¬ 
port Promotion Capital Goods) 
licence holders, manufacturers of 
power project equipment and sup¬ 
pliers of equipment to oil and gas 
exploration sectors. This has been 
done in tune with die government's 
policy to promote the infrastructure 
sector, development of which has 
been indentified as key to the 
country's future economic growth.' 
The earlier system considered the 
sectors as deemed Exports only if 
they had bagged a contract against a 
global tender by a domestic buyer. 

Significant Changes 

T here srs several otiier changes 
which would certainly enhance , 
the international trade of the counby 
in the yetaS to come. Q’CG Scheme 
has be^ eiq>anded mabUng Hw mer¬ 
chant' 'toq>orter8 and service 
prdvidei^,to take the benefits of the 
iHcheme;' l^e service sector, mainly 
cbnidsting banking, financial ser*' 
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Vices, hotels, airlines, 'advertising, 
software and Ic^l firms, ate likely to 
' gain. Anothe' important change re* 
[ lates to advance licences which have 
i bem expanded and liberalised. How- 
r ever, the imports under the advance 
licences would not be duly free. 

New EXIM policy now allows 
; private bonded warehouses 
r- anywhere in the country. This facility 
' ■ will allow the importers to Import 
goods in bulk without paying cus- 
toms duty and store it in the 
; ’warehouses. The custom duty will be 
^ payable at die time of clearii^ the 
goods from the bonded warehouses 
for actual consumption. The 
modified policy also provides for r 
green channel or the fast track facility 
for the exporters, hot only in the ex¬ 
port area, but also in availing other 
facilities like preferential credit and 
insurance facilities. Another sig¬ 
nificant decision pertains to the dele¬ 
tion of the condition of realisation of 
export proceeds. So far, ithad been an 
overriding condition for availing of 
many facilities including trans¬ 
ferability of the licences or foe goods 
imported under such licences. Now, 
foe amendment provides that the ex¬ 
port is completed as and when the 
' goods leave the customs area and at 
this stage itself the exporter is feee to 
avail foe consequential benefits and 
facilities. Monitoring of the exports 
actually taking place will be done by 
foe government fordugh the Reserve 
Baqk of India (RBI) and other com¬ 
mercial banks. The prevailing system 
of Advance Customs Clearance Per- 
. mit (Advance CCP) has.been done 
away with. Now foe goods, includ¬ 
ing foe second hand capital goods, 

' may be imported for the purpose of 
jobbing, repairing, servicing,, recon- 
. ditioning, renovating, etc. only by 
. executing a bond or -guarantee, 
which will be redeemed on exports. 
Similarly, patterns, drawings, tools, 
fixtures, mould's, computer 
hardware instrumehts, etc. can also 
be.tnTported,lf foiey are directly re¬ 
lated to export’ordier and net value 
. addition fegoln^’td be more than to 
percent.' ■* '• 
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Diamtmds, gems and jewelleiy 
trade being one of foe most in^r- 
tant export sector, schemes for foeir 
exports have been liberalised. 
Moreover, consumer goods have 
nmv been redefined and component 
and spare parts of consumer goods, 
durables and their accessories have 
been excluded from foe consumer 
good classification and have been 
made freely importable. Several con¬ 
sumer goods of mass consumption 
would now be allowed. 

Industry Upbeat 

T rade and industry 'has 

wholeheartedly welcomed foe 
measiires amending the EXIM policy. 

. It had been realised that foe EXIM 
policy was not in tune wifo foe policy 
of liberalisation and was not con¬ 
tributing sufficiently to foe growth 
rate of trade or the industrial revival, 
while foe economic policy in general 
provided Several incentives, ^vcral 
industrial associations, including foe 
Confederation of Indian industry | 
(CII), Federation of Indian Chambers | 
of Commerce and Industry (FICCI) 
and Federaticm of Indian Export Or¬ 
ganisations (FIEO) have welcomed 
the new changes. 

With industrial growth rate over 
8 per cent and GDP growth rate well 
above 5 per cent during 1994!45, the 
new orientation to the EXIM policy 
would positively assist foe economy 
to do well during foe currmt ffnan- 
cial year. Moreover, international 
trade is expected to grow rapidly Im¬ 
ports, which had slumped to $ 19.41 
billion during 1991-92, rose to $ 26.8 
billion during 1994-95. The ambitious 
target of $ 32 billion import in 199^ 
96 is likely to be achieved by the - 
liberalised import systerh. SmUaily, 
exports, which rose from a lowly 
level of $ 17.86 billion in 1991-92 to $ 
25 billion itt 1994-95, are expected to- 
rise by another 20 per cent to 130 
billion during 199^6. New EXM 
' poffey amendments^ate likely foplay 
an important role in achiev^ foise 
targets. If foese targ^ ate ^ 
industrial 
! ,the^dduble d%it 
rate to aboutS per bent 


Thete axecertain issues on whkift. 
foe commerce and industry axe less 
enthusiastic. One Of the jeeas of 
serious concern is opening up of con- 
teimers goods to imports. Omer foan 
electronic goods, import of the most 
of foe consumer goo^, including foe 
consumer durables. Rave been 
thrown open,for import. This may 
pose a serious threat to foe domestik 
manufacturers, most of which ate the 
small scale and are ill-equipped to 
face foe onslaught of imported con¬ 
sumer goods. 


Conclusion 

N ew amendments In foe EXIM 
policy will have far-reaching im¬ 
pact on the foreign trade of the 
country. Growth rates of industries 
as well as the GDP are likely to soar. 
But foe only apprehension is that a 
liberalised policy may result in 
destruction of domestic industries, 
if they fail to upgrade their technol¬ 
ogy in the face of global competi¬ 
tion. 

We are slowly moving towards 
market drivtei economy where 
hitherto available protection to foe 
domestic industry, particularly in foe 
small scale, will no long^ to avail¬ 
able. Only precaution that needs to be 
taken is that the system does <idt 
result in promoting big companite 
and monopolies only. Hence, a 
stiiteble antendment in the Industrial 
Policy is tequiied so that ttie interests 
ai smaQ scale and tiny sector units are 
safeguarded. Due precautions are 
also requited to be taken tO pro^. 
foe interests of foe podtte sectons in , 
foe itew.ecimc^iCLfiiQiicy as WeE as 
EXIM^ policy hte a strong Mas, 
towtedS'fopitalism. If foete ptedku*' 
ttons-ate tekm the EXIM As 
amehideil lywWoili^dbslot . 
foe etehoiti^ tite^folute 

may sa^'4S^'mbasd''b|i^(^, 

tunl^ {^•tiutdtooter' andMmd^ 






sell, ejiicii'scrip listed on the 

! <htn|;e.. doeumente on the ex-' 

V chMge: 

0) Cotmter Itece^t^QRHih) to a shmvcertifiA 

cate fv^ i^issMed thvestor who is buying die scrips. 

(b) Sates Cop&ri^don (SCS)-~jsaued to a deiler 
and payment la rttade'against diis instrument. ■ 

(c) TcMisfer t)eed (TD)h-is issued when an investor 
sells. 

The tradii^ deration is quick, transparent and en* 
sures payments are received withm a week. Ihis will 
ensure the popularity of the exchange. 

Liffting Mechanism 

A S explained above, this-can be done through two 
routes, eidier the prinuiry oaring or dirough the 
bought-out deal. The company approaches a sponsor, 
who is a member of the OTCEI. The sp<»isor appraises the 
project, complies with SEBI and other statutory guidelines 
and makes the issue. Anothcft' mediod of listing is that 
certain actively traded scrips on the other exchanges are 
permitted to be traded on the OT(#counters. Examples of 
such scrips being actively traded include Reliance, 
Gcasim, UTI Mastei^ain '92, ICICI, Essar Shipping and 
TELCO. 

The sponsor has to be a compulsory market maker 
for his scrip for two years at least. The sponsor is to give 
a buy and a sell quote at least once a day for the scrip 
that he is sponsoring. Now OTCEI has also made it 
compulsory for companies to have additional market 
makers. This will enliance the liquidity of the scrips 
listed on the exchange. 

The Erst company to be listed on the OTCEI was 
Vasundhra Rasayans. Today (here are over 40 companies 
listed on the OTCEI and while the BSE Sensex is down 
28.75% over its peak in September last year, the OTC 
Composite Index is up almost 200% over its base of 100 in 
Jiilyl^. Companies like Renewable Energy aithOaroda 
PoWcar ate onnotuncing Bonus issues within one year of 
their c^^ohs. This has shifted interest from the Bom¬ 
bay St^ Exdiange to the OTCEI. 

'I^owevcr, idl is rosyuwith the ekdumge. The OTC 
are functional only in E^bay prihi at 
presimbite gtpwfii has been slow. Companies haveBeen 
EooiNngSEK guidd^Ms.and atei^ng die OTC as^re^pf 
a B^tatt^ tiian as a per^hent 

hPnMb‘. ■ ■ ) 


HbWevw, 



FLUENCY 

DEVELOPMENT 
COURSE j 

!n 3 months? » By POST! 


Dent jtmi speak Ingnte — 
speak N fuiamr . i. 


You're wsR-educated ... 
You're 0 ood at WRfnNC things 
In English ...But can you SPEAK 
EngHsh nuentO'^ Smoothly and 
contlnuousiy' ... without 
hesitation? 

Are voii BH&LSBSSi! te 
eidtein ideas? Discuss probleim? 
Describe things? Tel stories? 
Argue? 

Conventlonai . methods 
dOftt make you Arena 

■ YOU loiow, you WON'T be able 
to spePc fluent Engish... by 
using the Engish you writs as 
a model... 

■ NOR by learning ready-made 
sentetxss by Hurt.. 

m NORbt transMfptg sentences 
In your mother-tongue lito 
Engish.. 

■ No ... you CANT picK up 
Ousncy from audto or vMiso 
cassettes, elthen 

SO we use NEW mearch- 
based techniques ... 

e Our Course helps you break 
free of hesitations ..and speak 
Ertglsh—with a skeam-ikenow 
... Yea ... whether you're 
haWig a ^ ... or a serious 

«nwr»tK»n' 

o Our- coyiSe helps you reach 
a hIgK leesl of fluency .. so 
you can'jbBPla wffh Englsh- 
speechl Yes ... whether ypu'-re 
arnoogfinends... or at a party 
... prat an interview . .or at 
the nagcriatine tete ... or 


Produce English — on 
yourfeet... 


flemert l b e r this: Knowlne 
Engish Is quite different from 
being able to sneak it... 

And you'l be able to speak 
' Engish fluently ... omy If you, 
can ofottoce It — on yourfOet 
... SPONTANEOUSLY ... WibKJUt 
prior plannino or preparation... 

And our Course helps you 
get this skW ... 
te Yes ... By POST ... ^ 

A tlOIHI>*aiUSCOUfS«!T. 

This is not an ordinary Course 
... but a Horkl-cOss one ... 
Yes... world-class .. And we . 
have learners from ai parts of 
India . from Kashmir to 
Kanyakumari ... Mid yes ... 
from ABROAD, too . . 

Our learners ... 

Our toamere include CMtSenka 
ofBcm, Jump Officers. 
Comrrfsskjned Officers, Doctors. 
Aduocatss. bypneers. Jaime- 
tsts. Executives. Sushessmaa 
(M Senrioe candUXes' end 
cwKSdetesfor suberior Jobs... 

Act NOWI 

Don't forget this: People 
Judge your duaSty and worth... 
from how flUenefy you speak 
Englthi 

SO mjfxr... 


farm^ send us RS. S/- ... 
by M.O. Of P.O. - TODAY I 
(Your address Ip CAPITALS, pieasw^ 






. C Oeveswam i>srmibu Road 

aAMAKKARA p:0., KOGHIW026. 


eeiinamimnMSHG Vfofm . 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 
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Entry Permits for 
Bombay 


MrA Our cities are growing 
at an alarming pace. Peome get' 
drawn to metros in search or jobs 
and facilities. With the result, 

India's cities have become 
congested, dirty and also 
aggressive. Nowhere is this more 
evident than in Bombay, which has 
grown into a crowded mega city. Its 
density of population is among the 
highest in the world and it is 
literally bursting at the seams. Yet, 
it keeps growing—an estimated 350 
families come into Bombay daily. 
Soon it will be an uninhabitable city. 
To limit this, I think the new Shiv 
Sena-RJP government has done well 
to bring up the issue of entry permits 
for Bombay. This will certainly limit 
the number of people coming from 
out«de and at least s^p Bombay 
from becoming a crowded hell hole. 

MrB Entry permits may 
achieve a limited purpose of 
slopping the entry of outsider, but 
don^t you think that it is a negative 
and a retrograde step? Tt goes 
against the very spirit of our 
Constitution—Article 19 
guarantees Indian citizens the 
nindamental rights of freedom of 
expression, choice of occupation 
and movement, and the freedom to 
reside and work anywhere in India. 
Nor is it a very nice idea to obtain a 
permit from the government, 
something like a visa, for travelling 
in one's own coijintiy. The least one 
expects is that you can travel in 
your own country. But once. 

Bombay introduces entry permits, 
what stops other States from doing 
the same? Slowly, each city will 
introduce permits because most of 
our cities aiv <;xtovded. ,That'spot 
only encoura^g remonalismi'and 
parodtialism,htttwiUalsOiaV«te .• 

' > , V ' • 

CpMPETmC^MASrrEn 


unnecessary obstacles for the 
common man who wants to travel 
on business or pleasure. The 
scheme has undoubtedly been 
thought of by short-sighted 
politicians who have narrow, 
selfish interests and would not 
hesitate to divide the country to 
meet their ends. 

MrC The scheme is truly 

regressive, to say the least. Jn these 
days of liberalisation, government 
should be loosening controls and 
not tightening them. Tt should be 
taking up activities for 
development, rather than spend its 
time in useless activities as to 
deciding who should enter a city or 
not. How does it matter anyway? It 
is not as if people from ail over 
India want to live in Bombay only. 
Given adequate employment 
opportunities elsewhere, people arc 
happy being where they are. 

MrD Yes, you are right. 
People come to cities from rural 
areas bcciuse of poverty. Rural 
areas face degradation and lack of 
development, and people must 
move to the cities in search of jobs. 
Only if the root cause, that pf rural 
poverty, is addressed, can 
mim-ation to cities be stopped. Qur 
politicians unfortunately arc not 
willing Qf callable to think of these 
things. Instea^/lKey tbipk up 
apartheid typi; p^mnuis whicn will 
r^uire huge ehfprcem^nt 
machinery, Have you thought" ' 
about the manpower imuiramente 
to enforce the permits? While one 
department ty|ll have jtp be.<area1^ 
to semti^iK a^plnetiot)sii^,£^^.. 



check these permits. Where are the 
resources going to come from? Who 
is going to foot the bill for all this 
bandobast? The entry permits system 
will also empower the government 
to arrest and deport any person who 
may be without one. 

MrE Sig:cly this cannot be a 
good thing. The only people who 
are going to benefit from this hare 
brained scliemc are the 
bureaucrats, politicians and the 


Bombay 

India’s Business Capital 

Population: 

9.9 rnillion according to the 1991 
census, up from 8.2 mHlion In 
1961. Compounded growth 
rate—3.4%. faster than both 
Maharashtra and India. 

Density: 

22,677 persona per square km, 
Bombay is the most densely 
populated city In India and 
second to Tokyo as the most 
crowded dty in the world. '* > 
Language: 

In 1911, 53.7% Bombay 
residents spoke Marathi, in 
1990, this peresntags was 
42.6%. Cujarad 16.6%,7oillQWed 
by Hindi and Urdu 15.1%. 
Mlgrai^n: 

frqm Mahafeshtradb fidmtiiay 
39.4%; 27jB% being %om rurwi 
ardas. .The' ‘ new h;ia}is^‘ 
'proportion of immnrar^’ 

' 6UjaMlt.' *7.5%. 

i - H}usehoids*fMrig kt 
.uni»; 6».$%: 

' 1691, Bium pof«»aS(w,samiu^ 

.. “iaferiM''' 
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police.. Brokers will mushroom in 
Bombay who can gft you a 
permit^-for a price. isi 

Known for these, ttiktgs; even the: 
S^hfrSena is tainted by colling 
"hafto^' or protection mimev from 
small shops to b% industrialists. In 
die name of promoting Bombay's 
orderly grov^, the $iena may 
actually start new rackets and fuel 
unprecedented communalism. We 
have seen the operation of the 
"hafta" system in many movies, 
and even ordinary people have h> 
give weekly bribes so tnat they are 
not harassed by goondas and can 
live in peace. 1 am sure that entry 
permits will give rise to anew 
corrupt racket. After all, our 

E oliticiaiis and bureaucrats are not 
nown for their honesty. The 
government may well use the 
permit system to establish a racket 
in which everyone gets a share 
from the bribes collected fromi^he 
poor who wish to come in fbr 
A visa system will thus be a bron 
for bureaucrats who will grab more 
jobs and power. The only person to 
oenefit will be the power brokers. 

MrA You have raised 

relevant points, but there is no 
denying the fact that our cities are 
growing unmanageable. Entry 
permits will ensure that their 
populations do not increase. After 
all, they are not a new idea and are 
used in China for entry into Beijing, 
and also by many other countries. 


MrC Thisisnotitingbut 

apartheid resultine from a cdlonial 
'attitude. We who uve in cities are 
bettei^ and let notour islands of 
proftperity be disturbed by the 
^poot^ must be kept away. But. 
we;f«get tiiat we cannotdo 
i^idioat I'Ve n^d dwap 

]abo^4odo<»i('^nwnia] work. If 


WuToM wiM^ going up/.ThIsfs 
p/Of W wdi iwidiy 

l^euf^pli^.P^tr^cia^ntdes 
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.fought this very system which can 
never have moral sanctions. 

- s 

MrD lum glad you reminded 

us about Mahatma Gandhi. Trust 
our politicians to introduce in India 
what the British did not do! In fact, 
the Shiv Setia is not against white 
fm’eigners who will certainly ’ 
require no permits because of the 
foreign exchange they bring in, but 
against Indians horn other States. 
The Sena of course denies tiiis as 
they are supposedly a»ii:«»t 
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis. But 
who can really deny the misuse, 
that is, of anybody being declared a 
Pakistani and despatch^. Worse, 
they may be killed. What the Sena 
docs in Bombay will find 
legitimacy in regional extremists 
and this will undoubtedly be 
replicated in other States. India will 
soon be fragmented and entry 
permits will usher in a very 
dangerous .situation. 

I 

MrA You are right. But is 
there no way that we can control 
i the influx into cities, particularly 
Bombay? Something that is not 
blatantly unfair or immoral? 

MrB Yes, something should 
be done. But the answer is not 
entry permits. We have to look at 
other countries to see how this 
problem is solved. One way is to 
de-centralise the influence of the 
city so that industry and 
institutions move away from the 
main ciw. For example, there is no 
reason tnat public sector units 
should have their headquarters in 
cities. Many government functions 
too should be moved away. There 
is also no Why bur cities 
should h(» ttw deveiopmii!ntal 
budg^. money is spient 

eduttabiyln ihO village shd fjieii' 
1iwastruc|ure'i5 devrii^ped, hnyer 
penile' Would move out for jobs. If 
opportunities mibied fosu^M 
towns, there wrOiidd be less pressure 
on, the citfos' In, foe ‘. 

Bite 

rriaiwtowna^titldeh eihidosq, such 
rqlhitgpu^lgalpWiindl^ . 



it. The money thus collected cert be ' 
used, for cleaning the city and foe ' 
heavy tax will discoura^ peopte 
from setHing there. Heavy taxes,. 
wUl also remove the hidclen 
subsidies foatindusbiaiists get by 
locating in Bomb^.Jlpdustty wilt 
slowly find itprofitifole to locate • 
elsewhere ana imn^ration can be . 
controlled to a great extent The 
system of taxation is ndfoer unfair 
nor immoral, as is the permit system 

MrC It is worthwhile to try '> 
out a system of taxation while 
developing small towns at the 
same time. In fact, we should not 
encourage commuaaltem and 
apartheid. Cities acquire their - m 

culture from the cultures erf foe 
people who choose to live there. 
Talent is nurtured in places which - .■ 
encoura^ inteMningling of 
people. One charm of living in a 
city like Bombay is that it has a 
truly cosmopolitan nature. One is 
able to meet people from all over 
the country, to try and spoil that is 
hardly a good .thing. We shtHi'ld 
instead tackle the root cause of 
migration which causes people to - 
leave their native lands. 

MrA 1 am convinced that 
entry permits are not foe answer 
for solving problems of our cities. 

Let us not create barriers but. 
removb them. But it cannot be 
denied that there is .some logic to 
the "sons of,foe soil" theory that 
has been put forth on many 
occasions. Locals do feel left out if 
Opporfuhittes ave taken by people 
froth Ofoitt-States. But rafoerthan ' 
protect foe interfot of the locals, it ' • 
tf much better to have a 
meritocracy. Only foen wlH true 
talent havoforf opportunity. 

Creatiiw fortsa'na barrie^is 
fooIttneDackwajrfo not forward. , 
-.When Barest Of foe country is 
kwlfo^foiward,4why look at a 
^stem which limits our vision? 

CO^ETmONM/«'^R tot! 






COVER STORY 


Will the NPT further the nuclear 
imperialism of the superpowers and 
succeed in disarming those countries 
which are already unarmed? 


I N his address on the 
opening of the Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) in New 
York on April 17, UN 
Secretary General Boutros 
Boutros-Ghali held forth a 
vision of a world without 
nuclear weapons. 

"The most safe, sure 


'NPT in an 
Unequal Worid 


The Review and Extension Conference of 
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
began in New York on April 17,1995. While 
the Nuclear Weapon States (NWS) are hoping 
for an Indefinite exteruion and even lobbying 
aggressively for it, it is not known which way 
the vote will go. A sizeable number of sig¬ 
natories are confounded by Hobson’s 
choice: favour a conditional extension and 
thus undermine the efficacy of the treaty, or 
support unconditional and indefinite exten¬ 
sion and thereby perpetuate nuclear apart¬ 
heid. 

India has chosen to stay out of the con¬ 
ference, saying that it is discriminatory, it Is 
not even attending as an observer. While this 
has found tevour with the people, it marks 
the myopic view of our policy makers. 

Our cover story looks at the history of the 
NPT, the issues confronting the extension, 
the effects on India and Pakistan and the 
stands taken by different countries. The final 
vote will be taken towards the end of the 
conference,- 

Tndla has tatted to use Its nuetaar atengih as 
a bargaining point wMi the developed world 
srKi is on the verge of giving up lie bargain¬ 
ing power oompiaiely. Already, diere are 
eigne of indie yielding to lenign pressure in 
Ks defence initiatives. 


<ind swift way to deal 
with the threat of nuclear 
arms is to do away with 
them in every regard", he 
said. 

Pictures of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki, the 
Japanese cities where atom 
bombs were dropped in 
World War 11, point to the 
terrible capability of 
nuclear weapons They can 
bring about unimagined 
mi.sery and destruction of 
all life on earth 

Boutros-Ghali was 
thus only presenting the 
logical and the ideal situa- 
hon where the world is free 
of nuclear weapons. "This 
should be our vision of 
the future. No more test¬ 
ing. No more production. 
No more sales or trans¬ 
fers. Reduction and 
' destruction of all nuclear 
weapons and the means 
to make them should be 
humanity's great com¬ 
mon cause." 


Fear Psychosis 

H umanity, 

howeveiv was 
not listening. At 
least not the su¬ 
perpowers, who do not 
want to get rid of their 
bombs. In today's world, 
they are the currency of 
power and how could the 
Nuclear Weapon States 
(NWS) give these up? The 
NPT extension, on the 
other hand, seeks to per¬ 
petuate the legihmacy of 
the most horrendous 
weapons of mass destruc¬ 
tion, for ever and ever 


What IS happening at 
the NPT ccaiference instead 
IS a great diplomatic effort 
and even arm-twisting to 
make the nations accept die 
NPT unconditionally and in- 
d^nitely. A simple majority 
of 88 votes IS ne^ed to meet 
this goal. 

The nuclear powers 
want to keep their right of 
nuclear proliferation to in¬ 
duce fear in countries that 
are poor These countries 
not only want to keep their 
bombs, but in fact, als'o 
want to increase their ar¬ 
senals This could be one 
of the reasons why they 
have not signed the Com¬ 
prehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT), which 
should have been part of 
the NPT. 


Rather than stop their 
own nuclear weapon re¬ 
search, the superpowers 
want an Assurance from 
the poor countries! This 
sounds rather amusing, be¬ 
cause it is the NWS which 
have been' the worst 
nuclear proUfierators. The ' 
US and Russian nuclear ar* j 
senals are bigger today , 
than in 1968, when the ‘ 
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What tha NPT Extension is Aii About 

NPT: Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 

Ahns to: Stop the spread of nuclear arms. 

Signed In: 1968. The treaty came into force on March S, 
1970, with a five yearly review under its 25-year life 

US stand: The US is leading the 5 nuclear powers in 
pushing for an unconditional and indefinite extension of the 25- 
year old treaty. 

What it Means: All signatories, except the five nuclear 
powers, would forever forswear developing an atomic bomb. 

Criticism: That the NPT is discriminatoiy. It legitimises 
and perpetuates the arsenals of Nuclear Weapon States 
(NWS), and divides the world into nuclear “haves" and “have 
nots”. Also, the NWS have not fulfilled their pledge under the 
Treaty to seek “general and complete disannarfient''. 

NWS: US, Britain, China, France and Russia. 

Mechanism: A vote will be held towards the end of the 
month-long conference. A simple majority of 88 votes in favour 
will ensure extension of the NPT. 

Non-Signatories: Israel, Pakistan and India. Israel is not 
signing till the Middle East peace process is complete. India 
says the treaty is discriminatory, while Pakistan says it will sign 
only if India accepts the NPT 

Outcome: Wilt be known only after the vote. May be 
extended indefinitely or for a specific period, as demanded by 
some Third World countries. 

Conference President: Jayantha Dhanapala of Sri Lanka. 


Treaty was first signed. 
Britain and France con¬ 
tinue to build nuclear 
weapons at the rate of one 
a week. China reportedly 
has a similar rate. 

Since 1970, when the 
NPT came into effect, more 
than 100,000 nuclear 
weapons have been 
produced by the NWS and 
nearly 2,000 nuclear tests 
have been conducted by 
them. The US and Russia 
have undertaken some 
reduction in nudear arms 
under the Strategic Arms 
Limitation lieaty (START), 
but ffiey still hold about 
60,000 nuclear weapons. 

Horizontal 

ProUfention 

T he NWS are also 
guilty of selective 1 
proliferation of 
nuclear weapons. 
brasL South Africa and 


Pakistan received western 
help, while China's nuclear 
programme got help from 
the Soviet Union. 

In turn, China passed 
on the technology to Pakis¬ 
tan and North Korea. More 
recently, Russia has 
refused to cancel its sale of 
reactors to Iran 

China is also sticking 
to its plans to help build 
two 300-watt nuclear reac¬ 
tors in Iran. 

Today, in addition to 
the five declared nudear 
powers, dicre are at least 
three undeclared nuclear 
weapon States—^Israel, 
Pakistan and India. Some 
other countries have also 
tried to acquire nuclear 
weapons, such as Iraq, 
Libya, Algeria and North 
Korea. 

The NPT has thus 
biled in its prunary objec¬ 


tive of directing the 
world towards elimirui- 
tion of nuclear weapons. 
Instead, the arms race 
only seems to have in¬ 
tensified among the 
NWS. After 25 years of 
the NPT, the objective of 
genuine non-prolifera¬ 
tion seems a more dis¬ 
tant target ffian it was 
earlier. An indefinite ex¬ 
tension of the NPT will 
only legitimise the ac¬ 
tivities of the NWS of 
vertical and horizontal 
proliferation. 

Terrorist 
Proliferation 

HE world 
powers have 
also chosen to 
ignore 
proliferation of a dif¬ 
ferent kind—^nuclear 
theft and terrorism. 

Once created, a nuclear 
weapon cannot just be 
thrown away. The 
plutonium in the 
weapons has a half-life of 
25,000 years, and disposal 
poses huge problems. 
Even if arms reduction 
plans succeed, storing the 
discarded weapons will be 
a problem. 

Last July, police in Ger¬ 
many arrested a counter¬ 
feiter with a gritty 
substance. This was dis¬ 
covered to be plutonium 


Ti 


This should be our 


vision of the future. No 


more testing. No iTX)re 


production. No more 


sales or transfers. 


Reduction and 


destruction of all 


nuclear weapons and 


the means to make 


them should be 


humanit/s great 


common cause. 


Boutros Ghat! 


The NWS are also guilty of selective 
proliferation of nuclear weapons. 
Israel, South Africa and Pakistan 
received western h§lp, while China's 
nuclear programme got help from the 
Soviet Union. 


Ml JUNEM COMPETITION MASTER 




COVER STORY 


Today, in addition to 
the five declared 
nuclear powers there 
are at least three 
undeclared nuclear 


weapon 
States—Israel, 
Pakistan and India. 
Some other countries 
have also tried to 
acquire nuclear 
weapons, such as 
Iraq, Libya. Algeria 
and North Korea. 


239, the material at the 
heart of nuclear bomb.s. 
"This proves those who 
said it cannot happen were 
wrong", said the spokes¬ 
man of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA). 

Western powers have 
not yet discovered a fool¬ 
proof method of storing 
their bombs, discarded or 
otherwise. The terrible 
materials are now in Hie 


danger of falling in ter¬ 
rorist hands. 

Morale in the Russian 
nuclear weapon complex is 
low, with low salaries 
which arc sometimes not 
paid. The working condi¬ 
tions for the 100,000 people 
in the complex have serious¬ 
ly deteriorated. In China, 
thougii security of atomic 
explosives is tight, the 
country is in the midst of a 


free-market revolution, 
and Clime and corruptiem 
are rampant. 

In this scenario, the 
arsenals of nudear 
powers pose severe threat 
to mankind even if they 
are to be dismantled. The 
nuclear powers, of course, 
have no solutions. The U.S. 
wanted to pack them in 
capsules and launch them 
into the sun, but a missile 


mishap could send the 
lethal bombs plummeting 
back to earth. Another 
idea is to bury the 
materials by drilling holes 
several kilometres into 
the earth. • 

The nuclear powers do 
not know what to do with 
their old bombs, and yet 
are not willing to give up 
development of further 
bombs. 


Why is the NPT discriminatory? 

India has maintained that the NPT is disenminatory and legitimises the difference 
between nuclear "haves" and "have nots”. What are the provisions in the NPT that make it 
unacceptable? 

Article I forbids each nuclear weapon State not to transfer to any recipient whatsoever, 
nuclear weapons or devices. The NWS will also not "assist, encourage or induce" any other 
State to manufacture or acquire nuclear weapons or devices. Article II furthers this dis¬ 
enminatory structure. It binds non-nuclear States not to receive the transfer of nuclear 
weapons or explosive devices from any transferor whatsoever. The non-nuclear States shall 
also not manufacture or othenvise acquire nuclear weapons, or to receive any assistance in 
such manufacture. 

In other words. If a non-nuclear State is threatened by a hostile country, it cannot acquire 
nuclear weapon capability even as a deterrent. Will the non-nuclear States be at the mercy 
of superpowers'^ What happens if a nuclear State runs over a poor country. How is the 
non-nuclear State to protect itself? 

Article III enforces safeguards in accordance with the system of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA). This has been done with a view to prevent diversion of nuclear 
technology for pesKieful purposes to nuclear weapons. Full-scope safeguards are to bd 
followed with respect to source or special fissionable material in all peaceful nuclear activities 
within a country or under its control anywhere. Further, each State will not provide or source 
fissionable material or equipments to any non-nuclear State for peaceful purposes, unless* 
the source or fissionable material shall be subjected to safeguards. Even non-signatories like 
India are coming under Western pressure to accept full-scope safeguards for transfer of 
safety-related nuclear technologies. Can Iran and North Korea acquire nuclear technology 
for peaceful purposes under these provisions? What about the under-developed countries? 

Article IV States that nuclear energy for peaceful purposes can be developed In conform¬ 
ity with Articles I & II. Parties to the Treaty shall cooperate to the development of the 
applications of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes, especially in the territories of non¬ 
nuclear weapon States. US efforts to block Russia’s delivery of a nuclear power plant to NPT 
signatory Iran confirms a restrictive approach and the inadequacy of ft4l-scope safeguards 
under NPT. Pakistan's new reactor shows that NPT has also been ineffective in preventing 
clandestine transfer of technology and materials. 

Article Vi, which continues to be evaded by the NWS, reads, "Each of the parties to the 
Treaty undertakes to pursue negotiations in good faith on effective measures relating to 
cessation of nuclear arms race at an early date and to nuclear disarmament and on a treaty 
on general and complete disarmament under strict and effective international control." The 
ultimate aim of the NPT is, therefore, to prevent proliferation and production of nuclear 
weapons and to eliminate existing stockpiles. Unfortunately, this has remained only on paper 
and the NWS have not accepted any time bound programme bf eHrrtinailon of nuclear 
weapons. All the five NWS want to keep'their arsenals and enlarge th^. 

Does the inctofinite extenUon of NPT mean that the nuclear hegemony wM M per¬ 
petuated? 
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Human Rights 
Abuses 

T he development 
of the bombs have 
not even been 
without great 

human costs for the 

■ 

nuclear States themselves. 
fSirouded in secrecy, these 
countries have pursued 
nuclear programmes ex¬ 
posing their own citizens 
to extreme nsks. The com¬ 
munists have never let 
their secrets out, it was 
known only after several 
years that some 125,000 
people died because of 
Chernobyl, apart from 
severe health problems of 
countless others. Three 
recent books describe the 
US programme to be 
equally abusive of human 
rights. 

Atonuc Harvest Han¬ 
ford and the Lethal Toll of 
Amertca's Nuclear Arsenal 
by Michael D' Antonio 
describes the effects of 
radiation by the Hanford 
(Washington) facility, set 
up to supply the top secret 
Manhattan Project with 
plutonium. The radiation 
from the facility was so 
great that people living 
nearby suffered thyroid, 
diseases, miscarriages, 
infant mortality and 
various cancers. The 
book shows that the im 
formation about these 
side effects was never 
made public. 

Tite Nevada desort in 
the US was the site of 
nuclear tests between 1951, 
and 1963. A^ferican Ground, 
Zero: The Secret NuckarWi ^. 
by Can^Qdlagher dpai-> 
'ments throu^ interviews 
and photographs the-ef¬ 


fects of radiation on test 
site workers and citizens. 
People in six downward 
States came under a total of 
126 fallout clouds from 
Nevada. They are suffering 
from cancers and deform¬ 
ities to this day. US govern¬ 
ment officiais tried to hush 
up the evidence and are in¬ 
different to the suEerings of 
the people. 

Another book, The 
Myths of August- A Personal 
Exploration of our Tragic 
Cold War Affair with the 
Atom by Stewart Udall con¬ 
demns US nuclear testing 
Mouthing patriotism, US 
leaders permitted these ex¬ 
ercises causing cancer, 
childhood leukaemia, 
burns and birth defects 
upon the civilian popula¬ 
tion Evidence about the 
suffering was not only ig¬ 
nored, but also hushed up 

The relevant technol¬ 
ogy available today would 
take 70 years and cost $ 230 
billion to clean up the pol¬ 
lution of the US military 
nuclear programme. The 
situation in the other four 
countries can only be im¬ 
agined. 

One shudders to think 
that if this could happen in 
free countries like the US, 
what would have been the 
situation in communist 
countries. An accident like 
Chernobyl could not be 
hidden, but what about the 
years of nuclear testing of 
these countries? Coing by 
die above revelations by die 
US, it is fair to assume that 
die five NWS developed 
tili^ir weapons, causing 
untold miseries <to mil- 
.lions of>people. We will 
perhaps never know the 
truth. Even in India, 


such a situation may 
exist, to a certain ex¬ 
tent. 

It is one of the 
supreme ironies of history 
that nations which have 
such horrendous records 
should be talking of 
human rights and preach 
the virtues of non¬ 
proliferation to other na¬ 
tions. It would be a 
greater irony if the na¬ 
tions endorse their stand 
mindlessly and sign the 
NPT. 

Disobeying the NPT 

T here is a certain 
madness in the 
proliferation of 
nuclear weapons 
by die NWS. The weapons 
may never be used, if used 
they will destroy the earth, 
they are developed at great 
cost and cause misery to 
those exposed to the radia¬ 
tion, yet they cannot be 
given up. Even the sig- 
natones to the NPT arc said 
to be disobeying the 
provisions of the NPT, 
going against its very spirit 

Environmental group 
Greenpeace has accused 
the US and Britain of 
breaking the spirit of the 
NPT by deploying nuclear 
weapons in Europe. Ac¬ 
cording to the group, 520 
nuclear weapons are 
deployed in Germany, 
Italy, Belgium, Holland, 
Greece and Turkey, as part 
of the western military al¬ 
liance NATO's mutual 
security guarantee Green¬ 
peace charges that "it con¬ 
travenes the spirit and the 
' fundaipental objective of 
the NPT." 

But nobody is listen¬ 
ing. The issue of nuclear 


The weapons may 
never be used, if used 
they will destroy the 
earth, they are 
developed at great 
cost and cause misery 
to those exposed to 
the radiation; yet they 
cannot be given up. 


disarmament has very 
nearly been lost at the NPT 
Review Conference The 
focus of the Conforence is 
the period for which the 
NPT should be extended, 
rather than disarmamait. 

Voting Procedure 

T liERE was much 
wrangling over 
procedures for 
voting. The global 
policeman, US, wants an 
open roll-call vote, while 
others want a secret ballot. 
They argue that in an 
open vote some nations 
may have to take a con¬ 
trary view because of ex¬ 
traneous considerations. 
An open ballot would 
also subject developing 
countires to "strong arm 
tactics" by the developed 
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world. 


The procedural 
disagreement shows 
the state of suspicion 
and insecunty that 
underlies the rhetoric 
of nuclear 
non-proliferation. It 
shows that the 
developing countries 
have been subjected 
to economic and 
political blackmail. 


The procedural dis¬ 
agreement shows the state 
of suspicion and insecunty 
that underlies the rhetoric 
of nuclear non-prolifera¬ 
tion. It shows that the 
developing countries have 
been subjected to economic 
and political blackmail. 
Reeling under pressure 
and arm twisting by the 
NWS, the Third World 
countries failed to forge a 
united front at the NPT 
Conference "It is difficult, 
because the campaign by 
the nuclear powers has 
been very hard on a great 
number of non-aligned 
countries", said Iwan 
Wiranuatamadja of In¬ 
donesia, which chains 
the Non-Aligned Move¬ 
ment. 

A Western diplomat 
admitted that Hie US and 
other nuclear powers, 
whose trade and aid are 
vital to small nations, had 
worked hard to pressure 
and divide third world 
countries, winning some 
votes for unconditional ac¬ 
ceptance. "We are using 
Hiuse people to expose any 
joint non-aligned position", 
he said. 

South Africa was one 
countiy which yielded to 


Hie arm twisting, and this 
was revealed during the 
conference. In a note to 
South Africa's President 
Nelson Msmdela, the US 
had threatened that a con¬ 
trary vote would under¬ 
mine "mutual interests". 
Washington Post, which 
revealed this, said that 
similar pressure may have 
been applied on other 
countires as well. "US 
prestige and the world's 
nuclear future hanging in 
balance", wrote the Post, 
had caused US Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher to 
be in New York for further 
"diplomatic arm twisting". 

Negative Guarantee 

A rm twisting of a 
different kind 
was evident in 
the US President 
Bill Clinton's assertion on 
behalf of the five nuclear 
powers, that their nuclear 
weapons will not be used 
against non-nuclear 
weapon States. The nega¬ 
tive guarantee had been 
first used by the Soviet 
Union when it had made a 
no-first use declaration at 
the UN disarmament con¬ 
ference. The latest to 
declare its good inten¬ 
tions was China, which 
stated categorically that it 
will not be the first nation 
to use nuclear weapons at 
"any time or under any 
circumstances". 

Howevor, the hypoaisy 
became evident when Hw 
nuclear powers rejected a 
demand for adopting a UN 
Security Council resolution 
of never using nuclear 
weapons against non¬ 
nuclear States. .Clearly, 
the NWS are not willing 
to give up their future Im* 



perialist tendencies and 
want to keep their nuclear 
option open even against 
the non-nuclear States. 

India's Stand 

I N this b'bckground, 
India's stand on the 
NPT has been that it is 
unfair and dis¬ 
criminatory. India has 
remained outside the NPT 
on two grounds. First, as a 
matter of principle: that 
NPT in its current format 
does not adequately reflect 
India's plea for equitable, 
global nuclear disarma¬ 
ment and divides the 
world into nuclear haves 
and have nets. 

Secondly, the issue is of 
security. India has main¬ 
tained that signing the 
NPT as a non-nuclear State 
degrades its core national 
interests. It is surrounded 
by a declared nuclear 
power, China, and a fur¬ 
tive one, Pakistan. 
Though India has fol¬ 
lowed the path of nuclear 
technology for peaceful 
uses, it cannot give up its 
nuclear option in the In¬ 
terests of its security. 

The situation becomes 
all the more grim because 
of revelations that Pakistan 
has an advanced nuclear 
capability. On her visit to 
USA, Hie Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
was caught literally with 
her hand in Hie nuclear dll. 
The ’ hypocrisy of 
Pakistan% commitment to 
non-proliferation stood 
exposed following the 
Washington Post did- 
closure that a clandestine 
plvtonium reactor was 
jbeing built at Khushab in 
Wast Pui^b. The revela¬ 
tion that this reactor was 
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capable of producing 
material for nuclear 
weapons raised India's 
heckles once again. 

The Indian Foreign 
Minister, Pranab Mukerjee 
observed that it had con¬ 
firmed India's doubts 
about the NPT's ability to 
check the transfer of tech¬ 
nology. If the US govern¬ 
ment was not aware of the 
technology transfer be¬ 
tween China and Pakis¬ 
tan, it makes mockery of 
the NPT's aim of ending 
horizontal prolifera¬ 
tion 

What was also interest¬ 
ing was that the Pakistan 
PM did not know about her 
own country's nuclear 
programme After initially 
denying the existence of 
the Khushab reactor, she 
acknowledged it only after 
she examined the material 
published in the newspaper 
The impression was created 
that the nuclear 
programme of Pakistan 
did not lie with its Prime 
Minister, but with the 
parallel Pakistani estab¬ 
lishment consisting of the 
Army. Ms Bhutto's claim 
that Pakistan lacks the 
capability to reprocess 
fuel, hence, cannot be 
taken seriously. 

It is India, an the ottier 
hand, that is being pres-* 
surised to sign the NPT. 
Ever since 1974, when 
India conducted a peaceful 
nuclear explosion, Undid’ 
has been discriminated 
against. The nuclear 
powers realised duit their 
nuclear over-Iordiam, as 
sanctioned by the NPT, 
was being eroded. Inspiie 
of evidence on thejcon- 
trary, die USA ahd »dier 
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developed nations 
portrayed the Indian ex¬ 
plosion as leading to 
development of nuclear 
weapons. 

On the other hand, 
India has stressed time and 
again that its nuclear 
programme is peaceful. 
That India has not 
developed a N- bomb more 
than 20 years after its ex¬ 
plosion, is proof of that posi¬ 
tion. Yet, the developed 
world hnds that India does 
have nuclear capability and 
that its policy statements 
are deliberately am¬ 
biguous 

In 1963, US President 
Jolwl Kennedy negotiated a 
partial test ban treaty 
which prohibited nuclear 
tests on the ground, in the 
atmosphere or under 
water. India was the first to 
concede to that treaty 
Under the leadership of 
Jawaharlal Nehru, India 
had urged a similar ban 
on nuclear tests While 
other countries con¬ 
ducted ground tests, 
India conducted its first 
and only nuclear test un- 
i derground 

During the 1966 NPT 
debate, India had 
demanded a comprehen¬ 
sive test ban, which was 
turned down by the NWS. 

India's stand on the 
NPT is favoured by the 
people. In a public opinion 
poll conducted by a lead¬ 
ing newspaper, 78% of die 
respondents felt that India 
should not sign the NPT, 
^and keep its nuclear op 
tions open. Most people 
(79%) felt that Pakistan's 
'puitsilit of die nuclear co¬ 
tton )posed a serious threat 


to India, and 72% felt that 
Pakistan already has the 
bomb. The threat from 
China does not worry a 
mapnty of Indians, while 
47% perceived China as a 
potential nuclear threat, 
42% disagreed on that 
count 

But if at all there was a 
policy, it was nowhere to 
be seen. It is more of "mud¬ 
dling along", as Jaqit Singh 
of the Institute of Defence 
Studies and Analysis put it 
While earlier India seemed 
to have a policy of am¬ 
biguity, now the track 
seemed to have changed 
But a new policy was 
nowhere in sight 

India's Foreign Policy 

T IS unfortunate that 
the country is losing 
out on its strategic ad¬ 
vantage of an am¬ 
biguous nuclear policy. 
Even now the country 
could chalk out a dual 
track approach—retaining 
the nuclear option while 
stressing on the peaceful 
nature of its nuclear 
programme. But no such 
thinking is evident 

It seems, instead, to bo 
acting like a sulking child, 
making noises outside the 
field. It lost an opportunity 
to rally the non-aligned na¬ 
tions behind it and put up 
a stiff resistance at the NPT 
Conference. It seems now 
that the NPT will almost 
certainly be extended 
while India sulks 

Even the tough talk 
adopted by the Prime Min¬ 
ister and External Affairs 
Minister is a knee-jerk 
reaction to events. It 
seems to be resulting from 
the revelation about 


“Unless a satisfactory 
regime is evolved, 
India’s concern about 
her security, in the 
context of prevailing 
regional and global 
environment would 
remain” 

P. V Narasimha Rao 


Pakistan's nuclear capa- 
bility and also by thedecla- 
ration of the BJP that it 
would pursue the nuclear 
bomb option if it came to 
power Indian politicians 
have not yot grown out of 
the machinations that 
domestic politics demand, 
and our bureau-crats have 
remained short sighted and 
self-seeking 

The NPT may mark the 
greatest failure of India's 
foreign policy Once the 
NPT is signed, as it most 
likely will be, the country 
can do precious little to in¬ 
fluence the events. Today, 
the government is poised 
to let go of a bargaining 
position built up over 
time, and will be forced to 
accept a nuclear regime 
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The NPT may mark 
the greatest failure of 
India’s foreign policy. 
Once the NPT is 
signed, as it most likely 
will be, the country can 
do precious little to 
influence the events. 


thatwiil affect generations 
to come. 

India's foreign policy 
has failed to find allies on 
nuclear disarmament, 
which it could have used 
against the' NWS. In 
another revelation, the 
Washington Post pointed 
out that India had been 
forced to withdraw a 
resolution at the UN call¬ 
ing for total nuclear disar¬ 
mament. The paper 
revealed that as the key 
resolution was offered by 
India, the director of US 
arms control and disar¬ 
mament agency, Mr John 
D. Holum, flew to Delhi 
to pressure the govern¬ 
ment to withdraw the 
resolution. 

The Indian govern* 


ment is discovering that it 
is indeed an unequal 
world, and by keeping 
quiet it gains nothing. Had 
India drummed up sup¬ 
port from Japan and some 
non-aligned States for 
total disarmament, it 
would not have to face 
pressures from the US. In¬ 
stead, it may even have 
lost ground in its desire to 
build up international 
economic linkages. 

The failure of India's 
foreign policy with regard 
to the NPT should be a les¬ 
son to our bureaucrats. If 
the nuclear powers show 
hypocrisy in dealing with 
NPT, surely India can do 
the same—call for nuclear 
disarmament while keep¬ 
ing its nuclear option 
open. 

India has thus lost a 
unique opportunity to 
emerge as a regional super¬ 
power. The Indian 
government has to give 
up the present escapist 
posture and conduct a 
vigorous campaign on 
refashioning the nuclear 
regime through an official 
pronouncement. 

Or, did the govern¬ 
ment enter into a secret 
deal with USA? It has not 
only grounded its Agni 
missile programme but a 
US government official 
had also declared that 
India would not "play a 
negative role" in the NPT 
Conference. It seems that 
the economic reforms 
programme has seen 
another casualty—^India's 
fbrei^ policy. 

India could have bar¬ 
gained for a permanent 
seat in the. Seicurity Coun-, 
cil, or for more eccmomic 
gains. Now that possibility. 


is lost forever. 

Indo-Fak Nuclear 
standoff 

N or has India 
made a realistic 
assessment of 
Pakistan's 
nuclear capability. Both 
sides have drummed up 
fear of the other depending 
on the political conditions 
in their countries. A new 
book attempts to clear this. 
Indo-Pak Nuclear Stand off: 
The Role of the United States 
by P.R. Chari was released 
recently to coincide with 
the NPT Conference. It 
provides an analysis of the 
nuclear politics in South 
Asia. 

According to this book, 
the nuclear capabilities of 
both India and Pakistan are 
"rudimentary" and have no 
relevance to security 
problems. The attention 
being given by the US to this 
area is, therefore, excessive 
and only helps to perpetuate 
myths about Indo-Pak 
nuclear capabilities. 

The book claims that 
both the countries do not 
have technically advanced 
nuclear technology and 
that their yveapons arc 
quite ineffective. To have 
credible nuclear capability, 
testing of the devices is 


necessary, which has not 
been done. Though India 
has conducted one ex¬ 
plosion, it is not enough to 
claim nuclear weapon 
capability. . Computer 
simulations, according to 
the book, "are insufficient 
to obtain confidence in the 
efficacy of the nuclear 
devices produced". 

American fears of a 
nuclear conflagration are 
misplaced. Hence, the need 
to manage the sub-con¬ 
tinent on a pragmatic note j 
rather than being overly i 
sensitive. Pakistan's j 
nuclear policy is aimed at 
deterring India, and also to 
use ^e nuclear bargaining 
power to extract conces¬ 
sions from India on the 
Kashmir issue. 

Politics, not Nuclear 
Weapons 

I N the relations be¬ 
tween the two 
countries, the nuclear 
threat is more of ' 
politics. This can be sorted' 
out through bilateral « 
means. India has proposed 
in January, 1994 an agree¬ 
ment on "no first use of 
nuclear capability". The 
Rajiv Gandhi plan 
presented at the U.N. spe¬ 
cial session on disarma¬ 
ment in 1988 also 
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included this provision. 
Though the NWS claim 
that this clause is not sub¬ 
ject to verification, it is one 
way of dc-lcgitimising the 
weapons, at least in South 
Asia. 

If India promises not to 
use its nuclear weapons 
first, as is no doubt the in¬ 
tention, it ceasra to be a 
threat to Pakistan. If Pakis¬ 
tan follows suit it will 
prevent the opportunistic 
use of the nuclear option. If 
it does not, India gets the 
diplomatic advantage. 

This could be a way of 
fighting the arms race in 
the region India must 
rethink its diplomatic op¬ 
tions ratiier than resort to 
knee jerk reactions. Foreign 
piolicy is too sensitive to be 
left to inexperienced 
bureaucrats and 

politicians. The vision of a 
statesman is required to 
solve these problems. 

India could also use its 
position in the non-aligned 
movement to counter the 
pressure put by the US. 
The NPT Conference has 
seen the NAM members as 
a divided lot. 

Many of them are de¬ 
pendent on the developed 
countries, particularly die 
US, for various things. In 
die case of an open vote, it 
is doubtful diat they would 
vote for nuclear disaona- 
ment. India could assuniie a 
leadership positloh and try 
to unite diem. 

Outcome of the 
Confetence 

URRENT trends 
suggest that die 
NPT may not get 
a smooth-exten¬ 
sion. The outcome will be > 


known only in May end, 
when the final voting takes 
place. But countri^ have 
been voicing their views at 
the conference. 

Led by Egypt and 
Syria, the Gulf Co-opera¬ 
tion Council has sought 
Israel's entry into the NPT 
as a pre-condition for sup¬ 
port. Iran has sent a note 
of dissent North Korea is 
watching, and may try to 
disrupt the proceedings 
by threatening to 
withdraw, as it did earlier. 

As the 176 nations 
make up their minds, 
many are switching loyal¬ 
ties. Guyana and Cam¬ 
bodia are leaning towards 
supporting the NPT. US 
pressure is evident, and by 
making it a prestige issue 
the superpower has lost 
room for flexibility. 

Many countries like In¬ 
donesia, Egypt, Nigeria, 
Mexico and Venezuela 
have expressed their sup¬ 
port for limited extension. 
Malaysia has called it 
"neither a fair nor a just 
treaty" and followed In¬ 
donesia in proposing a 
limited extension. Vene¬ 
zuela too called for regular 
25 year exten.sions. Its 
delegate, Adolfo Taylhar- 
dat, gave an amusing 
logic that indefinite ex¬ 
tension "would deprive 
the international com¬ 
munity of a valuable in¬ 
strument for exerting 
pressure." 

South Africa called for 
a committee to be set up to 
study ways to strengttien 
the review process. Tan¬ 
zania feels the NPT would 
perpetuate inequalities. 
Norway pleaded for in¬ 
definite extensiq^, as did 


Russia. 

Three scenarios 
emerge. First, that due to 
US pressure, a majority 
votes for extension for a 
limited period. This would 
hardly be a moral victory, 
as the NWS are hoping. 
The second scenario is 
that the US may be 
defeated. This would 
lead to a turbulent global 
order, and a blow to the 
cause of nuclear non¬ 
proliferation. 

Third, that the NPT 
gels an indefinite exten¬ 
sion; should this happen, 
and the US will certainly 
be very happy about it, it 
would legitimise wea-pons 
of mass destruction 
India's principles would 
.suffer an aiormous blow, 
and the country will be 
starkly isolated. The Indian 
government will have 
none to blame but itself, in 
such a scenario. 

It is wishful thinking 
that India will not be af¬ 
fected and can pretend 
that the Treaty does not 
exist. Whether it is unfair 
or discriminatory, there is 
no way to escape the NPT. 
The fact is that it is an 
unequal world, and poor 
countries have not a 
chance in international 
negotiations. This will not 
be the last of the Treaties. 
The developed world 
will, undoubtedly, bring 
forth agreements on trade 
and economic issues, 
patents, technology, and 
so cm. Can countries like 
India stand their ground 
in tfiis unequal world? Do 
we have a chance or will 
we be fonfed to submit fo 
the whims of the super¬ 
powers? 


India must rettiink its 
diplomatic options 
rather than resort to 
knee jerk reactions. 
Foreign policy is too 
sensitive to be left to 
inexperienced 
bureaucrats and 
politicians. The vision of 
a statesman is required 
to solve these 
problems. 
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Facing an Interview Board 

9 


Personal interview is an integral 
part of selection process to any service or 
organisation Acquisition iifdegtees and 
diplomas, which was considered to be the 
most important aspect to get a good job 
about two decades ago, appears to haiv 
lost Its apex position in the scale of 
importance The system of 
entrance/compctitive examinations 
introduced for admission to professional 
courses and recruitment to most of the 
services, has virtually delinked the 
degrees from jobs Basic minimum degree 
Is of course required but merely 
possession of a degree does not entitle one 
to get a job But even qualifying a 
competitive examination does not suffice, 
as in most of the c<is« the candidates are 
co^ronted with the final and most 
difftaili hurdle—the personal intervww 

Important Aspect 

Personal interview has emerged 
as one ot the most important aspects 
of the selection process to any post or 
ser\'i(.e. Cone are the good old days 
when immediately on getting a 
moderate post-graduate degree one 
could hope to become a lecturer or an 
engineering degrep would ensure a 
job as engineer. Today, most 
selections are made on the basis of 
competitive examination, followed 
by personality test/interview Most 
of the competitions are so keenly 
cemtested that the difference in the 
marks obtained m the written part is 
marginal and it is the performance in 
the personal interview/personality 
test that finally decides the selection 
of candidates. 

In terms of selection of a 
candidate for a professional course of 
study or a particular service, 
interview means in-depth analysis of 
a candidate with a view to judge 
his/her suitability for the said 
job/course of study The 
interviewing organisations usually 
lay down standards which are sought 
by the interviewers among the 
various candidates interviewed by 


them. Usually the basic object of any 
interview is to ]udge the mental 
calibre of a candidate vis-a-vis the 
requirements of the job/course 
Some other common qualities sought 
by the interviewers are mental 
alertness, assimilation power, 
balance of judgement, logical 
exposition, leadership qualities, 
spirit of cooperation and general 
awareness of the candidates Usually 
the expectation of replies depends 
upon the level of the service to which 
the recruitment is being made and 
requirement of minimum 
educational qualification In case, tor 
example, minimum educational 
qualification is graduation and the 
recruitment is to be made to any 
service equivalent to Croup-A 
services of the Union (Jovcinment, 
the standard of the replies expected 
could be as expected of a graduate 
aspiring to join the said job 

Strictly speaking, an inter\'iew is 
not supposed to be the test of one's 
academic or general knowledge 
Such knowledge, in most of the cases, 
already stands tested in the written 
test However, some questions on 
academics or general knowledge do 
creep into an interview The reason is 
obvious The interviewers want to 
know how a difficult question is 
tackled by the candidate, particularly 
when he/she is not fully prepared for 
the same. 

Most comprehensive type of 
interview is the one conducted by the 
Service Selection Board (SSB) for 
selection of officer cadets to the 
armed forces. The interview lasts 3 to 
4 days and tests all the aspects of 
one's personality (SSB interviews 
have already been discussed in detail 
in the previous issues of th^ 
Competition Master). Another 
organisation which carries out 
personality test regularly, for various 
services and posts, is tiie Union 
Public Service Commission (UWC). 


Most of the competitive 
examinations for Central fervices, 
including the Civil Service 
Examination, Indian Forest Service 
Examination, Indian Engineering 
Service Examination, etc, are 
organised by the UPSC and the 
interviews are also held by it tor these 
services State Public Service 
Commissions also hold examination 
and interviews for the State Civil 
Services, and other services in the 
departments of Education, Health 
and Family Welfare, Engineering, etc 

Mental Exercise 

Before preparing for the 
interview, every candidate needs to 
carry out a detailed mental exercise. 
It IS obvious that the interview board 
would be looking for some specific 
qualities among the candidates, 
depending upon the minimum 
required qualifications and the 
service to which the recruitment is to 
be made It is, therefore, essential to 
carry out some mental exercise after 
appreciating the point of view of the 
interviewer. A correct appreciation of 
the interviewer's quest is essentially 
a key to success in an interview. The 
candidates must, therefore, try to 
anticipate the questions they are 
expected to encounter during the 
interview 

For successfully doing so, every 
candidate is required to do some 
introspection by considering all the 
aspects and anticipate the questions 
the interview board is expected to 
ask. It would be better to put oneself 
in the shoes of tiie interviewer to get 
a clear picture ofsthe questions 
expected. In addition, the candidates 
must anticipate the question of 
general awareness and 
cimtemporary importance. Once tiie 
questions are anticipated by 
considering ail possibilities, next 
steps is to prepare appropriate 
answer to these questions. iWre are 
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several things which need not be 
anticipated. For example, personal 
question about the candidate, 
his/her family, village/town, 
friends educational qualifications, 
subjects, hobbies, etc need no 
anticipation. Similarly, die question 
like "why do you want to join this 
service/course?" and "what would 
you do to be more effective if you are 
selected?" are some of the questions 
which every candidate can expect in 
the interview. 

One can easily anticipate the 
questions on general awareness. The 
current events, both national as well 
as international, must be prepared 
meticulously and the candidates 
should be in a position to reply all 
supplementary questions on the 
important current issues. It need not 
be emphasized that the knowledge 
and preparation brings self- 
confidence into a candidate. Hence, 
the candidates must strive to acquire 
the maximum possible knowledge, 
particularly on die related issues and 
expected questions. 

Development of personality is a 
long-term process and must be 
initiated at the appropriate stage. 
Personality does not merely 
include, the character, qualities, 
environmental acquisitions and 
hereditary inheritances. Trait theory 
of leadership presumes that except 
for the basic issues relating to scxial 
values and morals, most of the 
personality traits can be developed in 
the positive manner by the 
candidates by making serious efforts 
over a period of time. Personality 
traits like honesty, integrity, 
judgement, initiative, balanced 
opinions, mental alertness, courage, 
etc can be inculcated by the 
candidates and specificaOy displayed 
during the interview while replying 
to the questions. 

Physical Appearance 

Execution of the interview before 
the interview board is the final act in 
this process. This also requires 
mental preparation and planning. 
Firstly the choice of dress, although is 
not very important, but has its own 
significance considering the hict diat 
the prqoer dress assists in creating 


the first good impression on the 
interview panel. Preferably it should 
not be casual and since the interview 
is a formal occasion, die dress should 
also be formal. It also gives the 
impression about the seriousness of 
the candidate. Personal hygiene and 
cieanlineiis also helps in creating a 
positive first impression. Properly 
washed and groomed hair, clean 
nails, clothes and well polished shoes 
are a must. 

After the name is called, the 
candidates must gather themselves 
up physically and mentally and 
should enter the room after knocking 
at the door, with a mild smile on the 
face. The board must be wished 
appropriately and on asking to take 
seat, the candidates must take the 
seat, with a natural poise, after 
thanking the board. The candidates 
must try to remain as natural as 
possible while replying to the 
questions. Initially, most of the 
interviewers tr>' to put the candidates 
at ease exchanging pleasant and 
personal questions. How'ever, within 
five to ten minutes, the Board 
normally starts of with the real 
business. There may be some odd 
questions which the candidates ate 
unable to answer. Rather than 
bluffing cr posing, it is alw'ays better 
to regret and teel soiry for not being 
able to reply. It is always better to 
admit ignorance rather than giving a 
wrong reply After all, no candidate is 
expected to know everything on 
earth. While replying to the 
questions, one should tr}' to look 
confident rather than looking baffled 
or conlused. A less airrect answer 
given moic confidently matters more 
than a confusedly given correct 
answer. It must be remembered that 
the board is not so much interested to 
know what you reply, as it wants to 
know how the question is replied. 
Further the candidates must make it 
a point to first think over the question 
for a few second before answering, so 
that the best possible reply is given 

While replying to the questions, 
the candidates must be courteous 
tow«vds the board and so add the 
words like 'Sir/Ma<^m', 'please', 
'thank you', etc, wherever r^uhned, 
but It mould not be overdone, the 


posture on the chair should be 
upright and die candidates should 
appear receptive and keen. In case, 
during the interview, tea/coffee is 
served and the candidates are also 
offered a cup, it should be gracefully 
accepted by thanking the board, 
fioweva*, if a cigarette is offered, it 
should be declined politely. 

During the course of interview, 
the candidates should try to prefect 
their strengths, achievements and 
experiences in such a manner that it 
does not appear artificial or 
overdoing. If asked about 
weaknesses, these should be 
enumerated cleverly so as to project 
the positive sides of the personality 
rather than highlighting the real 
weaknesses. Natural sense of 
humours should not bo curbed and 
the amusing tit-bits by any of die 
members of the board should be 
appreciated accordingly. One should 
also not be rigid about one's opinion 
on any aspect. 

Conclusion 

Preparing for an interview 
should not give sleepless nights to 
the candidates, as such preparation 
should be taken as challenge as well 
as fun. If a candidate turns 
unnecessarily tense, he/she is bound 
to fail. Hence, relaxing completely 
during preparations, maintaining 
poise and feeling at home during the 
actual conduct of interview are some 
of the important lips to be successful. 
Wliilc lack of confidence is harmful, j 
being overconfident does much more 
damage. 

Knowledge is one of the most 
important ingredients which 
provides self-confidence to a 
candidate. Knowledge acquisition is 
an endless process and one should 
try to learn during every moment of 
life. Good reading is one of the best 
ways to acquu% more knowledge 
speedily. Reading competition 
oriented magazine like the 
Competition Master, alongwith good 
newspapers, can be of immense help, 
as it gfves concise and brief but 
relevaht information on the 
happenings of gmeral interest. 
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Questions on 

Social and Economic Problems 


Privatising Higher 
Education 

Q. The University Grants Com¬ 
mission (UGC) has reportedly been 
finalising guidelines to privatise 
higher education, the idea being 
that the State must stop funding 
education because that is not its 
legitimate function. Comment. 

Ans. The UGC has been finalis¬ 
ing guidelines (more concretely, since 
February 1995) for privatising higher 
education. This would entail cutting 
State grants by freezing them at the 
1992-93 level (plus 10 per cent) for 
four years and raising tuition fees by 
three or five-fold at one go. Since 
these proposals are being thru.st on 
Institutions like the llTs, lIMs, JNU, 
they would create a corpus fund by 
raising money from private sources 
here and abroad. Private sector 
universities would be set up. 

The benefits of these proposals 
are three-fold Firstly, this would hel p 
in promoting institution.s of higher 
learning. By its very nature, a univer¬ 
sity has a wide variety of courses 
There would be a centralised, multi¬ 
faculty university campus thus en¬ 
suring equal emphasis on all courses 
and not just the professional or voca¬ 
tional ones. The UGC would 
scrutinise the course content, have its 
members on the governing bodies 
and all course of action would be sub¬ 
ject to UGC approval. Such checks 
would prevent the private university 
from degenerating into a “teaching 
shop". 

Secondly, this would reduce 
government expenditure. Both State 
governments and the UGC are facing 
a Bnandal crunch and there is a need 
for augmenting resources with 
private ones. The State would be able 


to divert funds to other crucial 
aspects in the State. 

Thirdly, this would bring in close 
interaction between the Industry and 
educational Institutions. This 
promotes Industry and user interac¬ 
tive education Instead of generating 
many confu.sed graduates/post 
graduates endlessly searching tor 
suitable employment opportunitie.s, 
there would be a focus and easy 
adaptability to the actual needs of the 
Industry 

However, diere is another side to 
this story also Firstly, bossism of the 
private sector would emerge, which 
would be worse than the 
bureaucratisation of the government. 
The private sector wowd not wel¬ 
come UGC checks on itself and 
would CTadually demand a free hand 
in the functioning and management 
of the private universities. 

Secondly, the government is 
clearly interested in shifting its bur¬ 
den to others While it might succeed 
in cutting down on its expenditure, it 
has ignored the fact that the private 
sector—if it spends money on a 
project like this-—would naturally 
think of getting a satisfactory return. 
The structure and modalities of the 
corpus are yet to be finalised and 
recurring expenses would haunt 
everyone. The fee structure also 
poses a problem. There has been no 
amount quoted by the UGC. It has 
been said that loans would have to be 
provided to those in need. Butprivate 
sector would tend to focus more on 
the meritorious and not necessariiy 
the needy. This is in line with their 
organisational policy. 

Thirdly, it is naive to imagine that 
the private Industry would be inter¬ 
ested in encouraging all kinds of 
courses. Most business houses are 


averse to funding chairs and libraries 
or seeking a Research and Develop¬ 
ment based relationship with the 
universities. It is too much to expect 
that business houses will agree to 
fund philosophy, history, aes^etics, 
astrophysics and such other subjects. 
People would then look towards col¬ 
leges offering better pro.spects. 

A more balanced approach to this 
issue is needed. Firstly, the govern¬ 
ment must realise that in India, there 
IS no real alternative to State support 
for higher education. Higher educa¬ 
tion is almost the sole source of social 
mobility and antidote to ca.steism and 
social backwardness. There is no sub¬ 
stitute for higher education so expen¬ 
ses should be kept low. Secondly, it Is 
important to understand that the 
private universities of the future 
should be kept free from tlie 'rule of 
regulation' in order to ensure a clean 
set up. Unnecessary interference in 
academic matters would have to be 
avoided in order to allow the private 
universities the freedom to experi¬ 
ment with new and innovative ideSs. 
This would include the gradual 
restructuring and decentralisation of 
the UGC with greater financial and 
academic autonomy to the univer¬ 
sities. Moreover, to draw some real 
advantages from such guidelines and 
proposals, the government should be 
able to divert the resources from 
higher education to universalisation 
of primary education. Creation of 
new universities should go hand in 
hand with uji^adation of and invest¬ 
ment in existing faqjiities. 

State Mottnting 
Controversy 

Q. Hie deafli of fonner Mme 
Minister Morai|i Desai and flie sub¬ 
sequent State mounting spaiked oiK < 
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a debate in all circles about the 
validity of closure of administration 
and economic activity. Comment 

Ans. The government an¬ 
nounced a seven-day State mourning 
after the death of former Prime Mini¬ 
ster Morarji Desai. This meant 
closure of all administrative and 
economic activity. For the first time, 
even newspapers openly expressed 
opinions on the issue of declaring 
long State mournings. Like every 
debate, every controversy, this issue 
also presents two sides. 

The justification for such 
decisions is that this is a way of 
paying respect to the departed souls. 
The mourning period is meant for 
people to internalise the person's 
principles, his values and learn from 
his life. It is a way of showing ap¬ 
preciation for what the persem has 
done for the country. 

The other side of the debate is 
equally strung. It is said that the best 
way to pay tribute to somebody is to 
work. l)eclaring closures of banks, 
customs check posts, government of¬ 
fices, universities and .schools is not 
only a wasteful way of mourning 
leaders but also an irrelevant one. For 
those who depend for their daily 
meal on the day's income, sucjfi 
holidays are more of a punishment. 
Self-employed people would con¬ 
tinue to work as would farmers, 
workers of tiny small scale estab¬ 
lishments (which are not required to 
stop work under the Negotiable In¬ 
struments Act), domestic workers 
and a ran^ of daily wage workers. Tn 
effect, when government declares 
such mournings it means a holiday 
for government officials, banks, 
educational institutions and an as¬ 
sortment of salaried professionals. 
The number of holidays tliat schools 
and colleges are forced to declare 
does long term damage to the quality 
of education. Closure of banks 
brings the economy to a standstill 
and at a time, when 24-hour banking 
and business has become the norm of 
the world, such closures are scan¬ 
dalous. Judiciary also comes, to a 
grinding halt. Tourism industry gets 
affwt^ and mis prints a negative 
ivMgB o( 6^ countiy abroad. Such 
ehtbreed’idleness in all sectors ex¬ 


poses how ill prepared the country is 
while liberalising to enter the 21st 
century mainstream. It tantamounts 
to catering tn feudal notions that 
work and time don't have much 
value and can be subordinated to 
mourning for departed leaders. 

A more rational approach would 
be to have a sense of proportion while 
declaring mourning periods for 
leaders who pass away. An¬ 
nouncement of an official mourning 
should imply only a cancellation of 
government functions to entertain 
guests or other celebrations. 

Ideally, State mourning should 
imply flying flags at halt mast and 
little else. 'The practice of playing 
mournful music on radio and 
television should also stop. This only 
leads to mockery of Doordarshan and 
AIR as people can now easily switch 
over to alternative channels available 
in almost every part of the country. In 
fact, this encourages viewership of 
foreign media channels. If some 
people have no love for the departed 
leader. Slate mourning only becomes 
a period of enjoying holidays. It is 
important therefore that all political 
parties irrespective of their ideologi¬ 
cal hues and religious denomina¬ 
tions, arrive at a consensus that 
would ensure that there is no wastage 
of resources and no halt in the ad¬ 
ministration. The issue assumes na¬ 
tional importance because such 
unexpected holidays imply high 
costs and a lot of inconvenience to the 
people. 

Political Parties a Nuisance? 

Q. Political ParHes are indis¬ 
pensable and also highly beneficial; 
so no government can work without 
them. Give arguments For and 
Against ttiis statement 

Ans. A political parly may be 
defined as a group of citizens, more or less 
organist, who hoU common views on 
public questions and acting as a political 
unit, seek to obtain control of the Govern¬ 
ment in order to promote their professed 
policies. The basis of each political party 
is that men and women differ in their 
opinions but are gregarious (desirous of 
company)by nature md wish loassociate 
mtn one another. The party system is, 
however, an extra-legal growth in every 


* 
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democratic country. No Constitution 
provides for it and yet then is no country 
which does not have political parties. 
Whether a country has the two-party or 
the multiple party system dq^ds on 
mrtous factors—the people’s culture, 
tradilions, history, economic problems, 
temperamental di^ences, the political 
circumstances. Often no countiy has a 
distinct choice in this matter. 

Arguments For 

1. The essential function of a 
political party is to bring public 
opinion into focus and frame issues 
for a public debate and verdict Par¬ 
ties arc the instruments for carrying 
on popular government by con¬ 
centrating public opinion. Unless 
public opinion is thus concentrated 
and brought into focus, it would be 
impossibk to run any government in 
a democratic manner. 

2. There are innate temperamen¬ 
tal differences among individuals; 
these can find expression through 
political partie.s. An even more realis¬ 
tic division is the conflict of economic 
interests. How are the permanent sec¬ 
tional interests to be pursued without 
political parties? Individual efforts 
cannot succeed in achieving such 
broad, social objectives. 

3. People are generally divided 
into three main cat^ories: Conserva¬ 
tives who wish to maintain the status 
quo; Liberals who wish to reform the 
existing system; and Radicals who 
advocate revolutionary changes. The 
only way for all such people to 
promote their aims and safeguard 
their interests is to form close associa¬ 
tions—political parties; else, their in¬ 
terests would suffer. 

4. Only if the government is 
directed by a coherent group of 
people with a settled policy and 
programme, can progress be made; 
otherwise there would be confusion 
galore, no direction of policy, no well- 
defined programme, no focus of 
responsibility, no viable alternative to 
a particular government, and no 
clarity of issues. 

Arguments' Against 

1. Political parties create divisions 
among people and prevent unity. 
Each side remains in a state of "wilful 
inconvincibility" with individual 
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judgement frozen tight in the shape 
of the party mould. 

2. By seeking to promote agree¬ 
ment or consensus, even when none 
exists, parties encourage hollowness, 
insincerity and even hypocrisy. In¬ 
dividuality IS crushed as if by a road- 
roller. Independent citizens are 
l(X)ked upon as outcasts and given no 
place in a democratic polity. 

3. Debate and dissent are reduced 
to a farce. In the legislature each 
member is directed to advocate a 
specific party line whether he likes it 
or not. One has either to accept a 
policy or suppress his conscience or 

3 uit the party, and a defector is sel- 
om looked upon as a reliable citizen. 

4. Almost every par^ system is 
full of dishonesty, log rolling, secret 
and fugitive influences which 
promote groupism in the party. Also 
there are other malpractices which 
tend to discourage uprightness and 
freedom of thou^t and action. 

5. Almost every change of 
government under the party system 
means a change of policy; conse¬ 
quently, there is no continuity of 
policy and programmes and every 
little stability in the conduct of a 
nation's affairs 

Is Urbanisation an Evil? 

Q. The increasing urbanisation 
has been described as a menace that 
should be checked. Give reasons For 
and Against this view. 

Ans. Throughout the world there 
has been a tendenof for more and more 
people from the rural areas to migrate to 
the towns and cities. This phenomenon 
has many causes and has posed many 
problems to gaoemment and society — 
social, economic and even political.^ 
Europe experienced this shift of popula¬ 
tion in the nineteenth century, especially 
during and ifter the Industrial Revolu¬ 
tion. In India and other developing 
countries, this phenomenon is becoming 
more and more noticeable as in¬ 
dustrialisation proceeds and as 
governmental activity expands. A trape 
aspect of the situation is that even a^ 
the systematic planning process started 
in 1950, the exodus cf people into urban 
and semi-urban areas has continued. 
Young men, and even women, are con¬ 


centrating in urban areas, attracted by 
the prospects of employment and also by 
the amenities that the rural areas lack 
Again, as education spreads, the migra¬ 
tion of people from the rural areas in¬ 
creases. Omng to faulty education, and 
the lop-sided emphasis on modern, 
western-style living, even sons of count¬ 
less farmers prefer to live in toums rather 
than on their flourishing fields. 

Arguments For the V^ew 
(Urbanisation an evil) 

1 The increasing urbanisation 
has created complex problems for the 
administration, without bringing 
happiness to the people. The gravity 
of me problem can be judged from 
the statistics: Since 1901, India's 
urban population has increased by 
about 300 per cent and the trend con¬ 
tinues. K^ny of the development 
plans so laboriously drawn by the 
government and involving crores of 
rupees fail to achieve the aims be¬ 
cause of the increasing shift in the 
population and the apparently un¬ 
limited amounts of money that have 
to be spent on providing basic 
amenities to people in cities and the 
satellite townships. 

2. Urbanisation leads to conges¬ 
tion in housing, and congestion in 
turn leads to insanitary conditions, 
social evils, marital complications, 
unhealthy living, growth of slums 
and the evils associated with them. 

3. The haphazard manner in 
which urbanisation was allowed has 
further complicated the problem and 
led to many difficulties and evils as¬ 
sociated with over-urbanisation. 

4. Urbanisation has also created 
the acute problem of the pollution of 
the environment Gardens and open 
spaces are disappearing, giving way 

. to colonies, huts and hutnwnts which 
are a disgrace to society. 

Arguments Against the View 

1. Realistically speaking, the 
growth of towns and cities is natural 
and it is a worldwide phenomenon. It 
is, in fact, an inevitable sequel to the 
advance of civilisation. Cities are the 
seats of government, and such 
centres of power naturally grow fast 
The real challenge is not urbanisation 
as such but the problem of ceding 
with it as best as tne government can. 


Socially and economically, it cannot 
be regarded as an evil. The growth of 
slums and of unplanned urban 
growth are a reflection on the ad¬ 
ministration which has failed to ade¬ 
quately absorb the influx of people 
despite full awareness of the change. 

2. Again, the rapid growth of 
towns indicates that me government 
has not succeeded in providing even 
the basic amenities of life in the vil¬ 
lages and the surrounding areas. If 
villages are reconstructed and 
developed on sound lines according 
to a well-thought-out plan, the ex¬ 
odus will be greatly reduced. 

3. City life need not be con¬ 
demned as undesirable or immoral in 
itself. Art grows in cities. Talent can¬ 
not flouri^ in nlral areas where in¬ 
tellectual development gets stunted. 
It is in urban areas that a high stand¬ 
ard of living can be assured; name 
and fame can be won in universities, 
technical institutions and well- 
equipped laboratories. In the villages 
people can only do farming and 
engage themselves in poultry and 
piggery. They cannot live well. Nor 
can they prove useful to society and 
the country owing to lack of oppor¬ 
tunities 

4. Agriculture cannot absorb all 
the available labour and all the partly 
employed people. For most of the 
year, labourers are idle; so they travel 
to towns to earn and learn. 'This exr 
odus has been reduced with the es¬ 
tablishment of cottage industries but 
the process is very slow. Cities and 
towns are centres of trade and com¬ 
merce; people naturally go and set¬ 
tle there and urbanisation 
consequently becomes a symbol of 
economic progress despite the 
shortcoming. 

5. Dispersal of factories, govern¬ 
ment offices and other estab¬ 
lishments to places outside towns 
and cities is desira)^le. So far the 
policy of dispersal has not make 
much impact owing to resistance by 
vested interests. If educational 
facilities are provided near villages, a 
good part of the exodus would be 
chedeed. Plans diould be drawn up 
to absorb surplus >illage labour in or 
near the villages. 
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./ Q. 1. What are various inodes of acquiring Indian 
citizenship as envisaged in the Indian Constitution? 
How is the citizenship lost? Also discuss the principle of 
single citizenship and its compatibility with Indian 
federaHon. 

Ans. Articles 5 to 8 of the Indian Constitution deal 
with tfie issue of citizenship and Article 5 of the Constitu¬ 
tion clearly defines the citizens of India and the persons 
who are citizens. The Constitution docs not, however, 
provides modes of acquisition of citizenship after January 
26,1950. These have been provided in the Citizenship Act, 
1955, and arc as under: 

(a) Citizenship by Birth- Every person bom after 
January 26,1950 within the geographical limits of Indian 
Union is a citizen of India by birth. 

(b) Citizenship by Descent: Any person born outside 
the geographical limits of Indian Union after January 26, 
1950 is a citizen of India by descent, provided his/her 
lather is a citizen of India at die time of that person’s birth. 

(c) By Registration: Third mode of acquiring the 
citizenship of India is by registration. Several categories of 
persons who have not otherwise acquired the Indian 
citizen.ship, may acquire the citizenship by registering 
themselves before the prescribed authority. Persons of 
Indian origin who ordinarily reside in India and have 
been doing so for six months immediately before making 
such application. Even women who are married to Indian 
citizens, are eligible for making application for registra¬ 
tion. 

(d) By Naturalisation: While the citizenship for the 
persons of Indian origin and their spouses is available by 
registration, this facility is available to the foreigners by 
filing an application before the Government of India for 
naturalisation. 

(e) By Incorporation of a Territory: If a new 
geographical area become a jpart of India, the specified 
persons of that territory shall become Indian citizens. The 
example of citizens of Sikkim is rele\ ant in this case. 

The Citizenship Act also specifies how the citizenship 
of India is lost. There are three ways as under; 

(t) Renunciation: Any citizen of India, also holding 
the citizenship of another country may voluntarily give 
up Indian citizenship. This act is toown as renunciation. 

(if) Termiiuition: As and when an Indian citizen ac¬ 
quires a foreign citizenship, .termination of his/her 
citizenship shall take place by operation of law. 

(iff) Deprivation: In certain ^jecial circumstances, the 
Government of India, by makinje a special order, fff- 
minate the citizenshipof a person. This can be done if such 


a person has shown himself to be disloyal or disaffected 
towards the Indian Constitution or the citizenship is ac¬ 
quired by him/her by fraud or suppressing the facts. 

Single Citizenship in Indian Federation 

Most of the federal States like the USA provide for 
dual citizenship for its citizens, t e. first for me tededral 
government and the second for the provincial govern¬ 
ment. In fact, dual citizenship is one of the basic features 
of a federal government. I lowever, it is not so in India, 
which is also a federation of States. In India, all citizens 
have equal rights and unlike the citizens having dual 
citizenship, there is no variability in the rights and obliga¬ 
tions of the citizens bom in different parts of the country. 

The Constitution of India, however, provides several 
privileges to the permanent residents of a particular State 
and tiie State Governments are also allowed to make some 
special provisions for its permanent residents. For ex¬ 
ample reasonable restrictions can be put on the outside 
candidates by the State governments while finalising the 
admissions to the educational institutions. The States may 
also provide some special concessions to its residents for 
admission to several professional colteges. 

Q. 2. Write short notes on the following: 

(a) Champaran Satyagraha 

(b) Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

Ans. (a) Champaran Satyagraha 

Champaran Satyagraha (1917) is considered to be the 
first major Satyagraha by Gandhiji in India, after his 
return from South Afiica. In Champaran District of Bihar 
indigo growers had been exploited by the European 
planters for more than six decades. The exploitation was 
aggravated by the oppression of the Europeans. The 
growers were compelled to grow indigo on 3/20th of their 
land and sell it at the prices fixed by the planters, which 
were very low and did not even cover the cost of the 
growers. While the indigo growers in Bengal had won 
their freedom, after revolting against the planters and 
2!amindars, this exploitation continued in Champaran 
and it was left to Gandhiji to free the oppressed growers 
fiom this curse. 

Gandhiji's return to India also brought home several y 
stories of his Satyagraha in South Africa against the poliey 
of Apartheid. &veral peasants of Champaran invited 
Gandhiji to assist them. Accompanied by his several com¬ 
panions, Gandhiji arrived at Champaran and started 
detailed inquiry about tiie plight of the poor peasants. The 
British adntinistration ordered Gandhiji to leave the dis¬ 
trict but undeterred by their sinister designs, Gandhiji 
decided to disobey the order and face action against him. j 
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Finally, the administration had no option but to surrender 
before his strong will and rcsolvc, and appointed a com¬ 
mittee to inquire into the whole issue, in which Candhiji 
was also made a member. Finally, several disabilities were 
reduced considerably and the system was made less ex¬ 
ploitative. This was Gandhiji's first encounter with the 
British Government and his exposure to the plight and 
poverty of Indian masses. This first experiment of 
Gandhiji with civil-disobedience, in India, later helped 
him to launch several other Satyagrahas with much more 
intensity. It also helped the Indian masses to identify 
Gandhiji as a masstah towards whom they looked forward 
for solving most of their problems in the years to follow. 

(b) Jallianwala Bagh Massacre 

In 1919, the British Government passed an Act under 
which any person could be arrest*^ on the charge of 
indulging in terrorist activities This was popularly 
known as the Rowlatt Act. Gandhiji formed a ^tyagraha 
Sabha and vowed to disobey the Act. As a result, the 
agitation spread to several parts of the country and there 
were strikes, Bandhs, Hartals and Demonstrations against 
the so-called "Black Act". The British Government sup¬ 
pressed the Satyagraha with an iron hand. Several 
demonstrators were lathicharged and fired upon. 
Gandhiji gave a call for a complete hartal on 6th April 
1919, which was very successful. On April 13,1919, a largo 
unarmed and peaceful crowd had gathered in Jallianwala 
Bagh in Amritsar (Punjab), to protest against the unjust 
arrest of their leaders Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr 
Satyapal. The gathering was declared unlawful and 
General Dyer, who was the military Commander of Am¬ 
ritsar, ordered the opening of fire on the unarmed and 
peaceful people with his machine-guns. The only exit of 
the Bagh was blocked and the men of General Dyer 
opened fire on the people. The firing continued till the 
ammunition lasted. Thousands were killed and wounded. 
To make the things worse, martial law was imposed in 
Punjab and the people were terrorised and subjected to 
uncivilised atrocities. This unveiled the facade of civiliza¬ 
tion from the ugly face of British Imperialism. The shock 
of the brutal incident sent a wave of horror among the 
masses. Even the great poet Rabindernath Tagore 
renounced his Knighthood in protest against the inhuman 
massacre and strongly condemned the act. This also be¬ 
came one of the hallmarks in the rise of nationalism 
among the Indian masses in the years to come. 

3. Social Welfare has always been accorded veiy 
hfgn priority in Indian Planning. What steps are 
planned to be taken for the Welfare of Children during 
the Eighth Five-Year Plan? 

Ans. it is a generally accepted principle that the 
economic development brings economic prosperity to the 
society at large, in which all the sections get benefitted in 
tiie long run. But in a society like ours, where the percentage 
of the under-privileged and the down-trodden is very 
high, special measures become necessary to ensure that 
the gains of development rapidly reached all sections of 
the society, even in the short run. Weaker sections of our 


economy, including children, women, the disabled, the 
elderly and the destitute, have been provided with special 
schemes and programmes during the Five-Year plans. 

Children of a country reflect its future. Improving 
quality of life of the children is also known as investment 
in future, as it ultimately results in improvement of 
general quality of life in the coming years. Upto 1974, the 
programmes of child development were dove-tailed with 
several other programmes but It was only in 1974 that a 
national policy on children was adopted and an in¬ 
tegrated programme known as Integrated Child Develop¬ 
ment Service (ICDS) was launched. ICDS includes a 
package of services to the children including immunisa¬ 
tion, health check up, referral, supplementary nutrition, 
pre-school education, etc. Main emphasis were placed to 
implement this programme in rural areas, in 33 develop¬ 
mental blocks to startwith. This programme was 
strengthened by the programme of universalisation of 
elementary education By 1991, foe pumber of sanctioned 
projects under the ICDS nxse to 2594, out of which 1656 
were in the rural area.s, 711 in tribal areas and 227 in urban 
slums. By the end of December 1991, about 129 lakh 
children below 6 years of age were getting supplemen¬ 
tary nutrition under the ICDS and 67 lakh children of 3 
to 5-year age group received pre-school education ser¬ 
vices. 

Due to unflinching attention paid towards the welfare 
of children, the Infant Mortality Rate (IMR) declined con¬ 
siderably from 129 per 1000 live births In 1971 to 91 in 
1989. Eigthth Five-Year Plan also aims at keeping the ICDS 
as the main plank for policy of child welfare. Estab¬ 
lishment of more Anganioadis, provision of safe drinking 
water, nutrition and health education of mothers, training 
of Anganwadt workere and child development project of¬ 
ficer, maternity and child health programmes, pre- and 
post-natal care, training of midwives, etc are the main 
areas of emphasis during the Eighth Plan. Special efforts 
are planned to bring about an overall improvement in foe 
nutritional status of the population. Special attention will 
be paid to foe States where childhood morbidity and 
mortality are high. The universal programme of im¬ 
munisation is being expanded and strengthened to in¬ 
crease the effective levels of coverage. The merits of 
breast-feeding are being communicated through mass, 
folk and non-formal media. Ensuring clean and safe 
drinking water is another area of priority. The environ¬ 
mental sanitation and hygiene programme and the Urban 
basic service programme will also help bringing down the 
incidence of child mortality. High priority is being ac¬ 
corded to the preventive services whidh ate family and 
community based. Better coordination among healfo, 
family planning, education, nutrition programme etc is 
being ensured to achieve integration among these depart¬ 
ments. It is only by pn^r coordination among foe ex¬ 
ecuting departments of the Government that foe 
programmes of child development can be promoted. 
Several voluntary organisations ate also doing a lot of 
good work in this field. 
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Descriptive Questions 


Reservation of jobs for BCs 

Q. Some people feel that there 
should not be any reservation of 
jobs for backward classes, whereas 
others do not agree with this view. 
Explain your position with regard to 
above statement and substantiate 
your position by giving examples 
from your experience, reading and 
knowledge. 

Ans. Reservation of jobs for 
those people or communities that 
have lagged behind as far as their 
social status, economic security and 
educational achievements are con¬ 
cerned, is an attempt to bring about a 
perceptible revolution popularly 
known as 'social justice' for all. In 
other words, the concept and practi¬ 
cal wisdom of the policy aims at cor¬ 
recting the aberrations in the Indian 
polity that has a long history of ex¬ 
ploitation, economic disparities and 
social vulnerability of some castes 
and communities. The inclusion of 
BCs into the category of reservation 
in the wake of Mandal Comnussion 
recommendations and the violent 
agitations that followed its accep¬ 
tance in 1990, needs no repetition or 
justification now. Even though the 
dye has been cast and there is no 
going back, dtere are still some voices 
or reservations raised over the wis¬ 
dom or otherwise of implementing 
the policy of reservation 45f jobs for 
badward classes. 

C%jectively speaking, I am one of 
those who are oraosed to the policy 
of reservation for backward classes as 
a political plank and an endeavour to 
create vote baitks for purposes other 
than those of bettering ^e face and 
the fate of backward classes. TUI now 
the policy of reservation of jobs for 
SCs and STs has failed to uplift the 
eccmomlc conditions of d>ese com¬ 
munities and the bMiefits have been 


cornered or appropriated by a few 
only among these communities. In¬ 
stead, the quality of intake, into 
various services and institutions due 
to relaxation in age, qualifications etc 
has adversely affected the work and 
worth of these organisaiions. The 
fears that total reservation upto 50% 
or even more in some States, would 
lower the standards of excellence are 
not phoney but real in content and 
context. Perhaps, no where in the 
world, has the quality of services and 
end-products been allowed to 
deteriorate in order to empower or 
improve the lot of some people or 
casles (ethnic groups) Moreover, the 
policy of reservation would create 
some more elite or privileged groups 
among the backward castes, and fur¬ 
ther widen the hiatus between the 
haves and have-nots 

1 know for certain that there are 
persons with strong commitments 
and compulsions who are not going 
to put up with any argument put for¬ 
ward against the introduction and 
subsequent implementation of reser¬ 
vation of jobs for backward classes. 
According to them no argument is 
strong enough to deny the BCs, their 
rightml place in the Indian polity, 
cither on the baneful basis of quality 
over quantity, excellence over ex¬ 
pediency or any other consequences 
that may follow. They are firm in 
their opinion that any opposition or 
dilution to reservation of jobs for 
BCs would further lead to their 
alienation from the mainstream. 
Neither in the name of maintaining 
high standards in proficiency and 
performance nor under the garb of 
any oflier pretext or pretence is the 
opposition to reservation going to 
work any more. Perhaps to the 
^wers that be' reservation of jobs 
for BCs is ^e only short cut and 
remedy in sight. 


Preference for banking 
services 

Q. Many people join the bank¬ 
ing services each year. Give various 
reasons for which different groups 
of people join these services. 

Ans. There is no denying the 
fact that for the youth, with an 
average ability and intelligence, jobs 
in the banks have always carri^ an 
attraction. Since their nationalisation 
in 1969, banks have widened dieirnet 
of operations in almost every comer 
of the country and thus created an 
enormous number of importunities, 
for jobs For the educated youth con¬ 
fronted with the grim problem of un¬ 
employment, it is only the banks diat 
can offer jobs in large numbers and 
that IS why people prefer join bank¬ 
ing services to keep their body and 
soul together. A job in a bank even at 
a lower rung of being a clerk, is a 
wind-fall for many. Most of us know 
to our cost that without a job, there is 
no bread and butter and without the 
where- withals of livelihood, there 
can be no hajminess around. There¬ 
fore, a job and that too in a bank, 
guarantees the fulfilment of basic 
needs of life and every time the bank¬ 
ing selection or recruitment board 
holds a test, hordes of young boys and 
girls vie with one another to grab it. 

Most people opt for jobs in the 
banks because of the security and re¬ 
spectable pay packets os compared to 
the benefits enjoyed by their counter¬ 
parts in government or semi-govem- 
ment sectors. Whereas in other 
organisations, jobs are becoming hi- 
tech, in the banks most generalists or 
ordinary graduates are absorbed and 
there lies the fascination that banking 
services hold for one and all. Hie 
chances of gradual promotion 
coupled with additional perks are the 
other factors or incentives for the job 
seekers. Moreover, bank empicryers 
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at the lower rungs are assured of 
stability of posting, enhanced or 
revised pay and allowances as and 
when the cost of living index goes up. 

For those who join banking ser¬ 
vices as officers, the saying "well 
begun is half done" suitably fits. With 
fairly high salaries and other benefits, 
the officers have ail the chances to go 
up the ladder provided they show 
innovation, initiative and ad¬ 
ministrative acumen. 

No doubt, competition in every 
walk of life is hotting up with each 
passing day. But if the reward of such 
a competition turns out to be a job in 
the banking sector, with security of 
service, collective bargaining power 
and prcwpects of promotion in future, 
whatever be the entry point of the job 
seeker or job finder, the going is 
worth trying. For a 'generalist' hold¬ 
ing an ordinary degree, banking ser¬ 
vices hold out a promise quite rosy 
and attractive. 

Maintaining ecological 
balance 

Q. Explain three effective 
measures for maintaining ecological 
balance in India. Explain how the 
measures suggested by you will be 
effective. 

Ans. 'Economic development 
without destruction' and 'industrial 
growth without the resultant grime' 
may have been subjects of academic 
discussion in the past but looking at 
the alarming levels of pollution, both 
in the atmosphere, as well as on the 
ground, we can ignore the writings 
on the wall only at our peril. We have 
reached a stage of industrial as well 
as agricultural development where 
'sustainable growth with friendly 
ecology' is no longer a distant 
dream but the crying need of the 
hour. The following measures, if 
taken without much fanfare but 
faithfully, the disturbed ecological 
balance can be controlled and life in 
urban as well as rural areas become 
a matter of enjoyment and excite¬ 
ment. 

Concentration of industries in or 
around a few centres or industrial es¬ 
tates should be given a go-bye. In¬ 
frastructure should be developed in 


economically backward areas to en¬ 
courage industries to be put there. 
Also it should be ensured that all in¬ 
dustries, old and new, install anti¬ 
pollution gadgets. 

In order to maintain ecological 
balance, industrial development 
should be followed by the extension 
or enlargement of social services, like 
housing, sanitation, health care, 
transport and the like. As far as pos¬ 
sible, the mush-rooming of slums and 
shanties, should be curbed, whatever 
be the political cost to the parties and 
economic cost to fire exchequer. Rc-cy- 
cling of dom^tic waste and garbage 
should be encouraged by giving incen¬ 
tives. 

Greening of the landscape along 
with an efficient civic administration, 
can go a long way in the maintenance 
of ecological balance in India. Intro¬ 
duction of 'ecology' as a subject of 
school curriculum can bring about a 
healthy change and awareness about 
ecology among the impressionable 
minds. 

Meaningful education 

Q. There is an urgent need to 
critically review the education sys¬ 
tem in India so as to change it to 
make it more meaningful in terms of 
its applicability in day to day life. 
Explain your views in this regard. 
Substantiate your views by giving 
examples from your experience, 
readings and knowledge. 

Ans. Despite the fact that a 
number of Commissions and Com¬ 
mittees have gone dirough the entire 
gamut of education system in India, 
during the past four decades or so, 
we still find ourselves grasping in the 
dark to come by such education as is 
meaningful in terms of its ap¬ 
plicability in day to day life. Since 
education has remained on the low 
priority of the agenda, both in the 
States as well as at the Centre, the 
problems of mass illiteracy as also of 
the educated uneimloyment are star¬ 
ing us in the face. Ine harsh reality of 
large numbers chasing a few jobs car¬ 
ries in its trail consequences that can 
be highly explosive and disastrous. 
Unless ^e persons at the helm of af¬ 
fairs sit up and do some serious exet- 
cise to make the whole education 


system meaningful and relevant to 
the growing needs of the future, the 
very basis of our socio-economic 
structure would be in jeopardy. Gone 
are the days when education was the 
privilege of a few and it did not carry 
the tag of 'utility' or 'meaningfulness' 
as we understand it today. 

The concept and goal of educa¬ 
tion has undergone a sea change in 
view of the changing requirements of 
the mechanical life that has come to 
stay. No longer do we advocate 
liberal education for the cultivation 
of mind. On the other, there is a 
clamour for technical education or 
training that can be put to some prac¬ 
tical use, both in fields and factorie.s, 
offices and consultancy services. 
With almost evc'ry aspect of our life 
coming under the direct influence or 
impact of science and technology, 
there is an urgent need to make our 
education system compatible and 
complimentary to the needs of the 
society. In the years to come, 
demand for while collar jobs is 
going to become obsolete and the 
craze for technical training or 
education at all levels is going to 
rule the roost. 

Higher education, without tech¬ 
nical bias, may land some of us in 
jobs, where we may again find our¬ 
selves like 'round pegs in square 
holes and vice-versa'. Only those of 
us are going to call the shots who$e 
education is in keeping with the cur¬ 
rents of time and also is in con¬ 
sonance with the rules of die game. It 
is high time that we open such in¬ 
stitutions or training schools as can 
look after the growing requirements 
of the area or region as far as its in¬ 
frastructure, industrial or agricul¬ 
tural development is concerned. We 
can ill afford to keep education a 
white elephant divorced from the 
day to day patterns of life. Since we 
would be needing or requiring more 
and more technically trained person¬ 
nel to run the ever expanding vistas 
of economic aefivities, dependent 
upon hi-technology and communica¬ 
tion systems, it is in ^e fitness of 
things that we in India, make educa¬ 
tion more complimentary and cor¬ 
roborative to our day to day 
demands. 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 




Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

INDIA-IRAN RELATIONS 

Visit of President Rafsanjani 

P RESIDENT of Iran, Mr Ah Akbar Ha&hemi Rafeanjam, 
visited India on a three-day State visit from April 17, 
1995. Mr Rafsanjani, who bad postponed his visit twice in 
1994, was accompanied by a high powered lOO-mcmber 
delegation. 

The major thrust of his visit was on consolidating and 
diversifying economic and trade cooperation between the 
two countries. The visit provided an opportunity to the 
leaders of the two nations to discuss the entire gamut of 
bilateral relations and developments in the Centriil A.sian 
region. 

This was the first visit of an Iranian President to India, 
after the Islamic revolution of 1979 

During the delegation level talks. President Rafsan¬ 
jani said that India's tradition of peaceful co-existence of 
different religions was a matter of "great interest and 
attraction" for Iran and could be useful for countnes 
which have "problem and strife" 

Referring to the regional situation, Mr Rafeanjani said 
that Tehran and New Delhi should cooperate in maintain¬ 
ing peace and stability in the region and work together 
clc^y to resolve impediments in the way of realising this 
objective. 

As part of the effort to expand bilateral Indo-lranian 
ties, Mr Rafeanjani and Mr Rao have instructed Ministers 
and officials concerned to come up with additional 
projects and proposals tor extending relations in polibcal, 
economic and cultural spheres. The Iranian President ob¬ 
served that it was possible for the two countries to work 

S er in areas of agriculture, industry, power, mining, 
es, oil, gas, chemical industries and fibre optics. 

Addressing the Indian MPs, gathered in tiie Central 
Hall of Parliament, on April 18,1995, President Rafsanjani 
dedared that India and Iran were "standing by each 
other" and developing their relations "in spite of all the 
machinations engineered by world arrogance to create 
discord". 

,Mr Rafsanjani, who was repeatedly applauded by a 
packed house in the high<domad hall, abo dwelt at loigth 
on the pfOblems of pove^,* population growth and 
ecdnonifc imbalance in the Tnira World countries. Here, 
too, he attacked the rich countries for impeding five 
progiesa of developing countries, while they thetnselv« 
oveniaed ^md eiploitra the resources of tKe poorer na¬ 


tions. 

In the wake of the new international situation, 
Rateanjani made a strong plea for efi^tive South-South 
cooperation. He spoke of the need to put aside disputes 
and avoid hatred, hostility and discord. 

In the political sphere, the Iranian President noted 
that the revival of the Non-Aligned Movement (NAhQ 
and solidarity of its member-States could to a large extent 
facilitate resolution of existing conflicts and prevent erup¬ 
tion of fresh regional and international tensions. 

On April 18, President Rafsanjani addressed a large 
gathering in the quadrangle of the 18th century historic 
Asifi fmambara at Lucknow. He urged India, Pakistan and 
Bangladesh to come together and promote unity, mutual 
respect and cooperation in South-East Asia. In a sig* 
niheantremark of Kashmir and the now demolished Babii 
Masjid in Ayodhya, Mr Rafsanjani expressed tiie hope 
that "your enemies would not succeed in dividing you". 

While addressing a press conference. President Raf- 
sanjant admitted that Iran was not "happy and satiriied" 
with the situation in Kashmir "We have offered to act as 
mediators to resolve the dispute", he said, adding; "There 
can be a solution through consensus betwe«i India, Pakis¬ 
tan and the people of Kashmir." 

During President Rafsanjant's visit six Memoranda of 
Understanding (MoUs) were signed on communication 
and postal services, drug trafficking, railways, coopera¬ 
tion in tourism and facilitating transit route for Indian 
goods to the Central Asian republics. 

On April 18, India, Iran and Turkmenistan signed an 
important memorandum that will provide road and rail 
access to Indian goods to Central Asia, through Iran, and 
vice versa. The memorandum for the transit route throiig^ 
Iran, it js hoped, will give an impetus to improving trade 
and economic tics among India, uran and Central Asia and 
increase the flow traffic. Central Asia is still considered an 
untapped market and it has been looking for partners for 
its eccHiomic development. In a rather novel provision, the 
memorandum provides for the international carriage of 
goods by road and rail from Central Asia to Iran and 
through it to India in vehicles registered in any of tiie three 
countries. 

The memorandum authorises the carriers of the three 
countries to establish offices and to appoint repre¬ 
sentatives and agencies in tiieir territories. A trilateral 
commission wilt 1 m formed to supervise the implementa¬ 
tion of the MoU and to expand cooperatiim in this ^here. 
Within tile rwxt six mon^ a fuU-ftedged treaty or agree¬ 
ment will be negotiated to establish the parameters of the 
cooperation. 
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‘ It envisages ttie movement of Indian goods from 
Bombay and other ix)rts to Bandaif Abbas port in Iran, 
from where it will be transported through surface 
transport to the border city of Sarakhs. Sources said 
Turkmenistan is already linked to all the Central Asian 
republics by the rail network laid during the Soviet Union 
days. 

India and Iran also agreed to set up a joint venture 
company for the exploration and production of oil and 
natural gas, in India, Iran and third countries. An MoU in 
this regard was signed between the Oil and Natural Gas 
Commission and &e National Iran Oil company. 

The two countries also reviewed the progress of the 
2,200 km Iran-lndta gas pipeline project and it was 
decided to expedite the feasibility study and to invite 
international oil companies to participate in the project. 
An MoU to this effect was signed between the Gas 
Authority of India and the National Iran Oil company. 

This is an ambitious $ 5 billion project, which en* 
visages laying the pipeline through Pakistan. However, 
owing to shortage of funds, the project has yet to move 
beyond the papers it was signed on. Besides, Bringing the 
pipeline through Pakistan, the other option suggest^ at 
one time was of laying the pipeline underwater through 
the Arabian Sea, because of c4>vious problems between 
India and Pakistan. 

INDIA-NEPAL RELATIONS 

Visit of Prime Minister Adhikari 

P RIME Minister Man Mohan Adhikari of Nepal visited 
India on a four-day official visit from April 10,1995. 
Mr Adhikan is the head of Nepal's first corrununist 
government. 

During his visit Mr Adhikari-expressed the desire to 
"review all aspects of Indo-Nepalese relations, in view of 
the changes taking place in the world as well as in the 
SAARC". "It is a misconception that ties once good are 
good forever and that ties once bad are bad forever", he 
said. He further added diat "we are opposed to idea of 
abrogation of 1950 Treaty of Friendsnip with India, 
though Nepal strongly favours suitable amendment in 
two clauses which pertain to security aspect of Nepal and 
» ttie right to purchase property in each leer's coimtry". 

Nepal's problem in the treaty is essentially with Ar¬ 
ticles 2,6 and 7. Article 2 speaks of the tmdertaking of the 
"■ two governments to inform each other of any serious 
friction or misunderstanding with any neighbouring 
country which is likely to cause any breach in the friendly 
relations subsisting between the two governments. Nepal 
feels that India did not inform it in any of the wars that it 
has had with either China or Pakistan. The Indians argue 
that there was nothing to inform because the war with 
! these two countries could not have caused any breach 
I with Nepal. 

Article 6 is about giving "nadonal treatment" to each 
other's nationals wiffi regara to participation in industrial 
and economic development and grant of concessiotu and 
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contracts in these areas. India has argued that the ex¬ 
change of letters ttiat followed die signing of the treaty 
had nuide it clear ffiat for some time to cenne, Nepalese 
companies will require and be given protection in Nepal. 
It is argued here mat this is not worded unequally and 
India lus never asked for its removal. Nepal is free to 
provide protection to its companies. In fact, ft does not 
allow any Indian company to set up its industry in the 
small sector. Besides, companies wiffi a large equity base 
are registered only if they have a joint venture with a 
Nepalese company. 

Article 7 is about giving the same privileges to each 
other's nationals. This clause has certain problems for 
the Nepalese Skilled Indian labour and executives land 
up in Nepal and take up jobs there. The Napalese can¬ 
not compete with them because of lack of education and 
expertise in their country, with the result that their ire 
IS targetted against the Indians. On the other hand, 
Nepalexports lakhs of people to India. Most of them are 
without any skills, but they are able to work here. If it 
demands a change in this clause or talks about intro¬ 
ducing a work permit for Indians, Nepal will have 
problems if India introduces the same rules for the 
Nepalese. 

Mr Adhikari also proposed a system of "record- 
keeping" to monitor the movement of people across the 
open Indo-Nepal border while hinhng that it could be the 
first step towards the introduction of passport mechanism 
for travel between the two countries. 

Mr Adhikari argued that such an arrangement was 
essential as Nepal, being a much smaller country with 20 
million population, was in no position to absoro a huge 
demographic inflow from India. In contrast, even a 
himd^ thousand people crossing over to India wfll be a 
mere drop in the ocean given the size and the huge 
populaticm of this country. 

The 120-mw Tanakpur hydel power project was also 
discussed. The project had been labelled as "anti- 
national" by the tnen main opposition Corrununist Party 
of N^l, of which Mr Adhikari is the Chairman. Nepal is 
seeking to le-negotiate ffie agreement for toe joint im¬ 
plementation of me project. 

India rounded oH its talks with the visiting Prime 
Minister of Nepal with an offer of six new development 
projects in the Himalayan kingdom, all of which are to be 
undertaken during 19%- 96. India also agreed to provide 
transit trade fricilities to Nepal at Kandla and Bombay 
ports cm die same terms as are available jp Indian nation¬ 
als. 

The six new projects include expansion of Nepal's Bir 
hospital, a broad ^uge rail link between Raxaul MkI 
Sirsiya, 18 bridges on the Kohidpur-Mahakali sectored the 
east-west highway, joint survey for an elecbjc railway 
linking tire east arid west of Nepid, at^rply of two engines 
and 12 coaches and wagons fbr a riu'ltnk between 
layanagar and Bi2a4’tir imd a development praje^ Bar 
Greater Janakpur. 
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I TAMIL NADU 

Governor versus Qiief Minister 

O N Apnl 1,1995, the 45*moiith-old AIADMK govern¬ 
ment, headed by Ms Jayalahttui, was placed in a 
major cnsis when the Governor, Dr M Chenna Reddy, 
permitted her prosecuhon on two charges of corruption 
The sanction was accorded to the Janata Party leader, Mr 
Subiamaniam Swamy 

The two charges pertain to the controversial import of 
coal by the State uectncity Board in 1993 and the alleged 
undervalued purchase of government land by a firm in 
which Ms Jayalalitha was a partner with her close as¬ 
sociate, Mrs &sikala 

Ms Jayalalitha is die first Chief Minister of the State 
against whom a Governor had sanctioned prosecution, 
and probably the second Chief Minister in the country, the 
other being Mr A R Antulay of Maharashtra 

The decision marked a decisive phase in the Gover¬ 
nor-Chief Minister relationship, which has deteriorated to 
open acrimony Dr Reddy has declared that the AIADMK 
Government was not following constitutional norms, 
while Ms Jayalalitha has appiealed to Pnme Minister PV 
Narasimha Rao to recall him 

On April 5, 1995, Chief Minister, Ms Jayalalitha 
moved the Madras High Court to quash the order of the 
Governor In her 48-page athdavit, filed m her individual 
capacity, she attributed bias and animosity as the reasons 
for the acbon of the Governor She contended that ever 
since Dr Reddy assumed the gubernatorial post, he had 
been continuously and systemahcally adopting an at¬ 
titude of confrontation which had far-reaemng political 
and administrative implications He had been mnnical 
towards her 

On April 27, a division Bench of the Madras High 
Court dismissed the petition of Ms Jayalalitha as prema¬ 
ture and not maintainable 

TN House votes for Governor's recall: On April 26, 
m an uprecedented move, the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
passed a resolution demanding the recall of Governor M 
Chenna Reddy and an amendment to the Constitution, 
making the consultative process mandatory m appointing 
the Governor 

The resolution was pq;»ed after suspendu^ die As¬ 
sembly rule which barrra a discussion on the conduct of 
the Governs 


The resolution stated diat the "betrayal" Of all con¬ 
stitutional conventions by Mr Reddy had only confirmed 
fears about tiie consequences of such at^mtments, made 


without prior consultation with die Chief Mmistev, on 
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PLANNING ft ECONOMY 

Hg^t monetary policy of RBI 

O N April 17,1995 the Reserve Bank of India announced 
certain new policy-measures to fight inflation These 
were 

■ Raise ui deposit State ceiling to 12% 

■ No change m SLR and CLR 

■ Post-shipment export credit raised by one percent¬ 
age point to 7 5% per annum 

■ Introduchon of loans for working capital credit up 
to 25% cash credit limit 

■ Bank credit to non-banking companies curtailed 
■ Bridge Loans to companies banned 

■ Private mutual funds allowed to lend m call, notice 
money market 

■ Bank interest rate for rural infrastructure credit at 
0 5% above maximum permissible term deposit rate 
■ Commercial bill lediscounting to be minimum for 
period of 15 days 

The RBI governor. Dr C Rangarajan, while announc¬ 
ing the slack season credit policy for 1995-96 to die Chief 
Fxecutivies of the major scheduled commercial banks, 
told the banks to exercise caution in expanding non-food 
credit during 1995-96, m view of the sharp increase m 
monetary expansion during 1994-95 

The Assoaated Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
of India (A^OCHAM) criticised thetredit policy for fall¬ 
ing short of expectations 

The Federahcm of Chambers of Commexce and In¬ 
dustry (FICCI) warned that the tight monetaiy approadi 
envisaged in die slack season credit policy would tuve an 
adverse impact on economy 

The Confederation of Indian Industries (QI) said the 
slack season monetaiy policy was too tight and would 
slow down bouyant industrial growth 

The Bombay Chamber of Commerce and Industry 
said the policy is restrictive and indicates a tighter 
monetary stanci over the next six months 

New schemes for employment generation 



days of employment m 1995-96 

While the two streams of Jawahar Rozgar Vojna 0RY) 
are likely to generate 1,037 mdlion mandays, the employ¬ 
ment assurance schenw is likely to generate 200 million 
mandays. 

The new approaches and schemes have been devised 
by die government, focussmg on specific backward areas 
and d^nived groups like agncuftural labourers, snudl 
end marginal fermem and artisans 

Apffirt from the wage einpl(^m«it programmes, the 
ouniatay has taken steps to give a hesh impetus to the skill 
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development components, DWCRA and TRYSEM. 
Througn a mix of simsidy and credit, persons below the 
poverty line were provided income generating assets. Up 
to November 1994, 9,60,261 families had been assisted. 
The total credit disbursed through cooperative banks, 
rural regional banks and commercial banks adds up to 
R$ 59,742.44 lakh. 

A new strategy has been worked out by the ministry 
for maximising the gams of sustainable development 
based on the recommendations of the Hanumantiia Rao 
committee. On the basis of the recommendations of die 
high-powered committee, the coverage of the drou^t 

E rone areas has been increased to cover 945 blocks. Tne 
•esert Development Programme (DDP) has been in¬ 
creased to cover 234 blocks in the country. The ministry 
has also circulated fresh guideUnes for development of 
watershed under DPAP, DDP and integrated wastelands 
development. 

Fifty per cent of the employment generation fund will 
be earmarked for watershed development through proac¬ 
tive people participation. The annual report says that the 
watershed development guidelines represent an entirely 
' new approach to planning and implemoitation of rural 
developmett prints based on holistic development 

India has enough land to grow food 

A ccording to die Population Action International 
(PAI), a non-govemmental organisation based in 
Washington, India should have enough land to grow food 
for its people, despite the size of its populaticm. 

The organisation said in a report that the per capita land 
availability in most countries in South Asia is low, with 
Pakistan ^ing on border line of 0.07 hectare. By contrast 
India should have 0.11 hectares of arable land per capita 
even on the high UN population projecticxi, by 2025. 

India will have less than 0.07 hwtares of arable land 
per capita only by 2075, and that too if the high population 
projection comes true. 

China will fall below the benchmark of 0.7 hectares, 
even under die curnmt low population projection, by 
2075. On the odier hand, if both India and China are able 
to attain the low projection of 1.56 children per woman by 
the year 2025 (medium projection: 2.07 childrm, high 
proj^on: 2.58 children), the amount of arable land per 
' capita could actually increase in both India and China by 
the middle of the 21st century, since their populations 
-• would gradually begin to decline. 

The report points out that in early 1960s only four 
countries—^Japan, Singapore, Kuwait and Oman— 
has insufficient arable land (0.07 hectares per capita) 
to feed their population without highly intensive 
agriculture. 

However, they were wealthy enough to ether import 
food or increase agricultural productivi^ with modem 
, farming methods. By 1990, the nundier of countries with 

I scarcity of arable land had risen to nine, and included the 

Netherlands, South Korea and Egypt. 
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Population below poverty line drops to 25% 

A ccording to a world Bank report, "Social in¬ 
dicators of development 1995", the percentage of 
populaticm below the poverty line has been reduced from 
43 per cent in 1970- 75 to 25 per cent in 1988-93. 

The upper poverty line has been pegged at an armual 
income of Ks 1,296 in 1985-93. 

Primary education has spread fast, it says. In 1970-75, 
tile figure for the age group was 79 per cent. In 1980-85, it 
went up to 96 per cent and in 1988-93 to 106 per cent (the 
figure can go above 100 per cent when students outside 
the letevant age group also join schcxil). 

Life expectancy rose to 61 years in 1988-93 against 55 
in 1980^5 and 50 in 1970-75. 

The figures show that only 31 per cent of the popula¬ 
tion had access to safe water in 1970-75, which increased 
to 74.5 per cent in 1988-93. 

The rate of deforestation was 0.63 per cent of the 
forested areas by 1988-93. 

It notes that according to World Bank experience, 
efforts to reduce poverty and hunger work well when 
sound macro-economic policy is matched with effective 
micro-level interventions. These usually involve low-cost 
but proven tedinologies and methods such as reducing 
deficiencies of N^tamin A, iodine and iron; expanding 
child immunisatim from M per cent presently to 90 per 
cent; and controlling parasitic infections that cause 
anaemia and malnutrition. 

The report stresses that reforming public sector 
wending to protect the hungry and poor and to improve 
meir social and economic development "remains a major 
unfinished task, even when other components of struc¬ 
tural adjustment have alr^dy been implemented". 

RAJIV GANDHI’S 
ASSASSINATION 

Sri Lanka President blames LTTE chief 

May 1,1995, Presidmt of Sri Lan ka, Ms Chandrika 
V./Kumaratunga said that the LTTE leader Velupillai 
Prabhakaran was behind the assassination of India's 
Prime Minister, Mr Rapv Gandhi. This is ttie first time th at 
&i Lanka had officia lly and categorically blamed LTTE for 
Rajiv Gandhi's assassination. 

In an intoview witii India Today Ms Kumaratunra 
admitted lhath er gov ernment did not have choice but t^ 
peace with the LTTE. "The man (Prabhakaran) today con¬ 
trols one-tiiird of our country, two-tiiirds of its coastiine, 
whether one likes it or not, one has to deal with him", ^e 
said, ^e said ^ was not bitter abotit the resumption of 
hostilities «id also claimed that she was "very miKh 
aware tiiat if he (Frshhakaian) did not get fixhn me what 
he wanted, I wookl be the first person on ids list. On this 
count now, titere is no doidiP' diaij^Log F^abhakaian witit 
being paranoid about peace, she says. "There mtut be 
very soious mental prwkaxis If you polish off tdl your 





lieutenants." 

Significantly, she also felt that the question of 
Prabhakaran's extradition would not emerge as a ina|or 
irritant in India-Sri Lanka relations. She expected India to 
have dte "statesmanship" to understand that long-term 
peace in Sri Lanka's north was more important for its 
interests dtan having otte person behind bars. "However 
heinous his crime". Askra if her belief was based on 
signals from New Delhi or her own analysis, her reply 
was a cryptic, "Both". 

PUNJAB 

Akali factions agree to unite (once again) 

T he Unity between the dominant Akali factions—^the 
Akali Dal (Badal) and the Akali Dal (Amritsar)—^be¬ 
came a reality once again on April 13, 1995, with both 
factions agreeing to adopt the "Amended Resolution of 
Anandpur Sahib, 1978" as the basic policy document of 
the proposed unified party. 

The 1978 version is considered a softer version of the 
original Anandpur Sahib resolution, passed in 1973, and 
falls far .short of the controversial w^ritsar Declaration, 
passed in 1994. In fact, the 1978 resolution makes a clear 
departure horn die original 1973 version so hir as its 
political content relating to the Sikh community is con¬ 
cerned. It was passed at the All India Akali Conference, 
held at Ludhiana, on October 28 and 29,1978, when the 
Akalis were in power in the State. 

The two versions also differ on the political goal. The 
1973 vereion stated, "The political goal of the Panth, un¬ 
doubtedly, is enshrined in the commandments of the 
Tenth Guru, in the pages of the Sikh history and the very 
heart of the IGialsa Panth, the ultimate object of which is 
the'pre-eminence of the IGialsa." 

in die 1978 version ffiere is no reference to die rights 
of the Sikhs. The resolution urges upon the government to 
take cc^nizance of the different linguisdc and cultural 
sections, religious minorities as also ^e voice of millions 
of people and recast die Constitutional structure of the 
country on real and meaninghil federal principles, so as to 
obviate the possibility of any dan^ to the national unity 
and integrity of the count^ and furdier, to enable the 
States to play a useful role for die progress and pro^eiity 
of the Inoian people in their resp^ve areas by imaning- 
ful exercise or die power. 

The Amritsar Dedaratiun is much more ladicai in nature 
wHh the demand for a separate Sikh region wlwrein die 
Sikhs can esqsenence the glow of freedom. It states that <mly 
wi^ die creation of mdi a separate State can die desires of 
the Skh ipam and the Punjabfs be fuIffSed. 

INDIA-MALDIVES 

RELATIONS 

Prime Miniiter Boo VlsUy Male 

t 

P RIME Minirter RV, Nsmsimha Rao visilisd Maldives 
on April 15,19^, on a.two<lay offfdal vhdt Durir^ 


one-to-one talks with President Maumoon Abdul, 
Gayoom df Maldives, Prime Minister Rao offered to ex* ^ 
tend tedmical and training assistance in a number of 
fields including defence, environment, medicai, non-con- 
ventional energy and marine taansport. 

Bodi die leaders agreed that die bilateral pint com¬ 
mission, which had last met in 1992, should meet quickly 
to monitor die progress of bilateral cooperation and to 
identify new areas. TOth die sides also explored the pos¬ 
sibility of cooperation in fishing, environmental studies, 
non-conventionai energy and marine transport. 

Mr Rao reaffirmed India's commitment to the time 
honoured values that bind die two countries together. 
President Gayoom acknowledged India's cooperation in 
a number of areas that had significantly contributed to the 
socio-economic progress of the island nation. 

The two leaders also stressed chi taking stringent steps 
to effectively check infiltration by foreign vessels. 

During his visit. Prime Minister Rao also inaugurated 
the Indira Gandhi Memorial Hospital, a gift by India to 
the people of Maldives. 

INDIA-USA RELATIONS 

Environmental pact signed 

April 18,1995, India and USA signed an agreement, 
V>'"Common Agenda on Environment", to share 
perspectives and positions on global envtronm«itaI is¬ 
sues and to cooperate in scientific exchanges to address 
environmental problems of mutual concern. 

The agenda was signed by Environment and Forest 
Minister Kamal Nath and United State Under Secretary 
of State for Global Affairs Timothy E. Wirth. 

The agenda provides for the two countries to share 
their views on issues like global warming, ozone deple¬ 
tion, desertification, biodiversity con.<servation and haz¬ 
ardous waste. It will facilitate scientific and technological 
research and other joint efforts to tackle problems com¬ 
mon to botii countnes. 

Information on emdronmentally sound technologies, 
including sustainable energy generation and use, pollu- 
tiem abatement and prevention, waste management and 
water treatinent will oe shared. The Agenda will support 
implementation of India's environmental action 
programme. 

The two countries will also establish working groups 
to discuss key environmental issues* of importance to both 
countries and carry out activities like workshops, c<m- 
ferences and studies. These groups will consist of par¬ 
ticipants from Government; non-Govemment and private 
institutions. 

USA's grievances on trade restrictions 

W HILE presenting tile 327-page 1995 National IVade 
Estimate Rerort on foreign trade barriers, US lirade 
Representative, Mr Midcey Kantor, expressed his 
grievance over India still having too many trade restric- 
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tions. He, however, acknowledged that India had 
removed several since liberalisation. 

The report lists America's trade grievances agaittst 
over 40 developed and developing countries, meaning 
thereby that US has problems with almost alt trading 
nations of dte world. 

The chapter on India says among other things, that 
despite recent tariff reductions and liberalisation quan¬ 
titative restrictions, India's ban on consumer goods im¬ 
ports, quantitative restnctions under the negative imports 
list, and high tariff, remain a serious impediment to US 
trade, especially in agricultural and consumer items 

The US continues to raise and discuss India's restric¬ 
tive trade practices in all trade-related meetings with the 
Indian officials, m the World Trade Organisation, and 
regular bilateral consultations, the report says 

Meanwhile, US Secretary of the Treasury, Mr Robert 
E Rubin, during his visit of India on April 17,1995, ex¬ 
pressed his concern over currency fluctuations in the 
world markets and said that the US will work with India 
to evolve "some mechanism" to protect the globalising 
developing economies ftom tiieir adverse fall-out Mr 
Robin was speaking during a joint press conference with 
Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh. 

Mr Rubin's assurance to India assumes importance 
since many m this country have viewed the massive US 
bale-out of Mexico as "unique" and have voiced the fear 
that the US would not show much concern for odier 
developing countnes in similar situation 

POLITICAL 

, BJP projects itself as alternative to Congress 

A three-day BJP session was held in Pana|i, Coa, from 
Apnl 2,1995. A significant point was the decision to 
adopt a cautious approach in its efforts to come to power 
at the Centre. 

Mr L K Advani, the party president, advised all State 
units to strengthen their base and mtensify the party's 
stand on various issues. The strategy for the Lok Sabha 
polls was die main theme of discussion. 

It was also decided that the party be projected with a 
. secular face making full use of its nationalist plank. 

The party, while blaming the Centre for the situation 
in Jammu and Kashmir, opposed the move to hold polls 
in the State under the prevailing situation. 

Mr Advani also hmted that party could think in terms 
of tie up widi AIADMK, the AkaH Itel (^dal). Hie Assam 
Gana Parishad, the Haryana Vikas Party and some others. 
He attributed the successes of his party in Gi^rat and 
Maharashtra to a growing feeling among the p(^Ie diat 
I B|P was a party with difference. The general feeling at the 
'‘pinr^'s executive Was that there would be a shatper 
pdbiiisation in the coming Lok Sabha polls, essentially 
'.taking on dimensions of versus the rest. > 


JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Autonomous Council for Ladakh 

T he Centre has decided to enact necessary legislation 
to give autonomy to Ladakhis An assurance to this 
effect was conveyed by Uraon Home Secretary, Mr K. 
Padmanabiah, durmg his visit to Leh on April 14,1995. He 
told the 25-member coordination committee ofdthe Bud¬ 
dhist population that the draft legislation for the 
Autonomous Council would be considered by the Union 
Cabinet and a presidential notification for the proposed 
council would be passed by May 15,1995 

The demand for an Autonomous Council was raised 
by the Buddhist population under the banner of Ladakh 
Buddhist Association It had been agitating since 1989 to 
have the demand met The committee has agreed to 
suspend all agitational programmes till May 15, 1995, 
awaiting a concrete step from the Central government. 

The proposed measure is likely to have a positive 
effect on the region, as also the State’as a whole. It en¬ 
visages two separate autonomous councils for Leh and 
Kargil—the two distncts in I.adakh region 

Constitution of an autonomous council should ac¬ 
celerate the development process, which is being under¬ 
taken on a large-scale in the recent months by a 
Committee of ^cretaries of the Union Government 
through the Governor's administration. A number of 
projects are underway at present 

Ladakh, which was predominantly Buddhist at one 
time, has s fairly mixed populatiim now While the Leh 
district has a Buddhist majonty, the Kargil district has a 
large Muslim population. Ilie Ladakh Lok Sabha seat has 
always sent a Buddhist representative, except m 1989, 
when Mr Mohammed Hasan Commander won the elec¬ 
tion. 

SCANDAL 

Big Hawala racket; top personalities alleged ’ 
to M involved 

A n Industrialist, Mr N.K. jaki was arrested by the CBI 
on April IS, 1995, m a Rs 65 crore-hawala case. He 
was remanded to CBI custody by a Delhi Court dll April 
22,1995. N.K. Jain and diree others, S.K. Jain, J.K. Jain and 
BJR. Jain, were booked under Ftevention erf C orruption 
Act and Foreign Exchange Regidadon Act (FERA), 

The present case against the Jains was registeredi by 
CBI on March 4,1995 and they were charged with paying 
huge sums to persons in audiority. They were also 
suspected 'to have got huge paymeirfs from die Hawala- 
racket. These allegationa w«e intdaliy oAde by a Dettd- 
based hawala-dealer, Mr Shand}ha Dayal Sharma, during 
his interrogaticxi by CK in 1990. The CBi had raided the 
praises of die Jabis in Delhi In die same yean Unac¬ 
counted cash and a seciM diary omtaiiiMthiiafieb of 

115 people, incUidii^ , 

journalists to whom mon^ weS’ pbld ItSam vrim ' 
recovered duringidietaidat ‘ i 
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The mtilti<rorehawaIa case came up before Strareme 
Court In April after a petition was moved ^ Mr Vuicet 
Narain and duee odient, alleging that the CBI was drag¬ 
ging its feet in probing the case. The Apex Court had 
dir^ted CBI to take steps in Bus matter. 

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 

SRI LANKA 

Truce fails; escalation in hostilities 

T he truce agreement between die LTTE and the Sn 
Lankan government failed on April 19,1995, with the 
renewal of hostilities. The Tamil terrorists rain^ mortar 
and rodeet tire on Sri Lankan security forces camp and 
naval boats 

The Sn L anka n government re-imposed a ban on sup¬ 
plies to die LTTE-C(xitrolled areas m northern Lanka and 
withdrew all other concessions 

The agreement for cessation of hostilities had come 
into force on January 8,1995 

The Tamil terronsts shot down two planes within 24 
hours penod on April 28 and 29,1995. The tirst one was 
an Avro aircraft, which crashed avhiie taking off from 
Palali military base 45 persons, including the northern 
zonal Commander of Airforce, were killed The second 
was an airforce plane which was shot down over Jaffna 
Pcmnsula. All 50 persons on board were killed. 

The planes are suspected to have been shot down 
using surface-to-air missiles. 

T he newly acquired anti-aircraft missile capability of 
LTTE could swing the 12-year-old craiflict in favour of 
LTTE, as it was the Airforce which effixrtively prevented 
the terrorists from gaining more territory 

The missiles are believed to have been supplied by 
Ukraine and this supply indeed emboldened the militants 
to launch large scale day time attacks on isolated army 
camps in the northern Jaffoa peninsula 

According to a western diplomat LTTE Chief V Rrab- 
hakaramwoiudnotbeinamoOTnowtositand talkpeace 
with die government, especially after his spectacular 
strikes aga^t the Airforce. Any little hope left fw resum¬ 
ing peace taiks has been ^ttaed", he said. 

|^«8ident Chandrika Kumaratunga was virtually in 
deep trouble as her security forces were not prepared for 
a hi^tedi-war to these new dimensiens. 

It may be recalled duit LTTE had expressed its willing¬ 
ness to tespiMid to any new initiative Colombo barely 
a week back <m April 24. 

Though die Hgres aj^iear bent on resuming full scale 
hostilities, Preriident Kumaratunga is not yet willing to 
give the green signal to the security forces for an all nut 
ofkmaive. 9ie wants to make sure mat no one can petot an 
acGiib^fifV^aflMrflivnptfiJ^genou^ ^ 

Alan dw security farces are lO'aquipped and ftabd to 
replace otridated ianka^ heUcopten and guns, before diey 


take on the 'Pgers. President Kumaratunga has already 
given her consent for the purchase of new equipment 
Earlier, she had turned down the request 

Things have moved back to square one. The 
President’s sincerity has, howevo*, play^ rich dividends. 
The support from the intemation^ community is very 
positive. 

RWANDA 

Over 8000 Hutus massacred 

O N April 21, 1995, more than 8000 persons, mosdy 
Hutus, were massacred in Kibeho refugee camp in 
South-west Rwanda, in indiscriminate tiring by the 
government troc^s. 

The government army had earlier moved in to force 
the 2,50,000 Hutus to return home But the Hutus refused 
as diey feared that if they returned to their homes they 
would be killed in revenge for genocide in 1994, of iq^to 
one million Tutsis and Hutu moderates 

Hie trouble started when some Hutus packed mto a 
tiny part of the camp and started slashing at each other 
over some internal dispute. Later the mass ^ Hutus began 
to move towards the troops and tried to break the army 
cordon. In panic the troojre fired directly into the crowd 
and thousands were killed as the Hutus stampeded under 
tire 

The Prime Minister of Rwanda, Mr Faustin 
IViragiranmungu later expressed sorry for the killings but 
said tiiat it was not a deliberate attack by troops on defen¬ 
celess persons. 

The kilUng was the most savage since the RPA wrei 
power in the tiny coitral African State in 1994, after three 
mondis of cm] war and genocide by Hutu troops and 
militiamen. 

USA 

Oklahoma blast leaves more than 100 dead 

M ore than 100 people died and around 400 were 
injured in die Oklahoma aty—car-bomb explosion 
in Unit^ States on April 19,1^95 

The Michigan MiUtia, a Right Wing para-military 
group founded in 1994, has been linked to mis explosion 
The Investigating agencies claimed in Washington diat 
Hmodiy M^igh, a suspect of this bombing, was a sym- 
padiiser of 12000-strong group which advocated "krep- 
ing the US government checked by heavily armed 
citosens". Htough denying complicity in bombing, Randy 
Rocktnan, the founder of the grotty, indicated ^t blasts 
were a retaliation for the FBI agency's assault on Branch 
Davidian sect in Waco, in 1993. 

PresidentClinhm assured the nation that a repetition 
of such incident will not be allowed. He ordered die flag^ 
to be flown at half mast for three days in the memory of 
the dead. He said, "diis was an attack not only on innocent 
victimsor on die people in Oklahoma City but this was an 
attackontheUS way oflifeand eveiy diii^webdievein. 
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This was murder, this was evil and this was wjong." 

The possible invcdvement of a right-wing militia sug¬ 
gests that tiie is developing home-grown varieties of 
terrorism, which thus far was seen as an iihport from Asia 
and South America. Federal officials arc worried about the 
chances of "copycat" attacks in other cities, and security 
has been stepp^ up throughout the US at government 
buildings. 

I USA-PAKISTAN 

; Prime Minister Bhutto's trip to Washington 

P RIME Minister Benazir Bhutto of Pakistan reached 
USA on April 5,1995 on a nine-day official visit amid 
positive indication from President Bill Clinton regarding 
easing the Pressler Amendment banning US aid to Pakis¬ 
tan. 

The Pressler amendment was enacted in 1990. It 
prohibits military and economic aid to Pakistan unless the 
US President certifies that Pakistan has no nuclear 
weapons. In 1990 US President Geoige Bush had refu.sed 
to certify that Pakistan did not possess nuclear weapons. 
This had resulted in stalling the supply of 28 F-16 combat 
aircraft jets and all economic aid to Pakistan. Pakistan had 
already paid $1.4 billion for the purchase of the aircraft. 

During her talks witti President Clinton, Ms Bhutto 
demanded that either the planes be delivered or the 
money paid back. However, Prime Minister Bhutto 
winded up her crucial visit without any substantial 
achievement on the military and economic aid front. 

Ms Bhutto summed up her disappointment by 
saymg, "during our half century of consistent record of 
support for the free world in its confrontation with com¬ 
munism we have been, unfortunately, singled out with 
discriminatory legislations". 

All that President Clinton could say was that "he 
would work with the Congress to ease the sanctions". 

Meanwhile Senator I,arry Pressler, author of the 
Pressler amendment, charged that Pakistani officials had 
been advising "the terrorist State of Iran" on how to start 
its own nuclear programme and that "Pakistan remams a 
haven for terrorists". 

1 Ic warned President Clinton that it would be a "huge 
mistake" to seek Congressional approval of aid to Pakis¬ 
tan. He urged President Clinton to demand that Pakistan 
abandon its nuclear programme. 

Alt that Ms Benazir Bhutto could achieve during her 
trip was $ 6 billion worth of MoUs with the business 
community of America I lowever, how much of this will 
be actually translated into investment will depend cm the 
‘ insurance cover America can get from the overseas private 
investment corporation 

Benazir admits Pak building N-reacton During Ms 
Bhutto's US visit, the Washington reported that Pakis¬ 

tan is quietly building an unpublicised new reactor that 
US officials say woula eventually give the country access 
to substantial quantity of plutonium for more powerhil 


and compact nudear weapems. The reactor is being 
structed at Khudtab in Punjab. 

Initially Prime Minister Bhutto denied existence of 
any new reactor However, on being shown the evidence 
she admitted that such a reactor was indeed being built 
She said that the new reactor was only "a small reactor for 
experiment purpose and is tied into our nuclear power 
plant from China". 

She claimed that Pakistan lacked the capability to 
reprocess the reactor's spent fuel to separate the 
plutonium that could be used as bomb fuel. "We have no 
plans to produce plutonium", she added. 

The US officials said that while Ms Bhutto’s statement 
that Pakistan cannot reprocess the heavy water reactor's 
plutonium-laden spent fuel was correct at this time, and 
Washington was unaware of any Pakistani plans now to 
build such a capability, tfiey pointed out that a reprocess¬ 
ing plant near the Chinese reactor at Chasma could be 
finished in several years to separate plutonium from the 
new reactor's spent fuel if Pakistan cnooses to do so. 

India's Minister for External Affaifs, Mr Pranab Muk- 
herjee reacted to the news of Pakistan building a second 
reactor to produce plutonium by saying that this confirms 
to India's apprehension that the NFT has failed to prevent 
the clandestine transfer of nuclear technology. 

U$A-IRAN RELATIONS 

US cuts off all trade ties 

O N April 30, 1995, President Clinton announced the 
cutting off of all trade and investment tics with Iran, 
including all oil purchases. 

President Clinton charged Iran with supporting inter¬ 
national terrorism and seeking to build a nuclear bomb 
clandestinely. 

"My decision to Impose this trade and investment 
embargo makes clear our unrelenting determination to do 
all that we can to arrest the behaviour and ambitions of a 
nation that ranks at the top of world's ten most wanted 
list", said Mr Clinton 

T he US contends that Iran has been fostering unrest in 
the middle east and in other trouble spots of world. 

Purchase of crude oil by American companies ac¬ 
counts for 20 per cent of Iran's oil exports. 

WORLD ECONOMY 

Highest growth in 20 years 

A ccording to a report of die World Trade Organisa¬ 
tion (W10) the world goods trade boomed by nine 
per cent in 1994, notching up its largest increase for two 
decades. The prospects for 1995 are : further expansion 
around the globe, although at a "somewhat slower pace" 
dian 1994. 

The surge has been attributed to a sharp trading 
recovery in maiem Europe and continued expafuAOn in 
Aria, North Anweka and Latin America. 
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According to the WTO Director-General, Mr P^r 
Sutherland, the boom reflected the renewed confidence m 
the global trading system Hiat came with the decisicm to 
set up die organisahon and the assurance of conbnuing 
trade liberalisation it rqiresented 

The report, a final version of which will appear m 
Novendier, said the value of world merchandise exports 
in 1994 rose by 12 per cant, to exceed $ 4000 billion for the 
first bme 

The recovery in western Europe, it declaied, had 
brought a major swmg in the region's trade values from a 
negative 10 per cent for imports and 75 per cent for 
exports m 1993 to a positive 11 per cent for both in 1994 

This, in Its turn, had helped raise the value of exports 
from the former communist States of Central and Eastern 
Furope by almost 20 per cent 

Asia, the report said, saw a 15 per cent rise in the value 
of merchandise trade, partly due to a 14 per cent surge in 
imports by Japan and of 20 per cent or more by Malaysia, 
South Korea and Singapore 

WTO statistics put eight Asian countnes among the 
world's leading tradmg nations (in terms of value of ex¬ 
ports and imports) Over the last decade, Malaysia has 
risen from 28 to 19th place and China from 29th to 11th 
among exporting countries On imports, Thailand has 
risen from 38th to 20th place, and Malaysia from 30fli 
place to 18th 

3-point plan for IMF 

A three-point plan has been mooted by the IMF- 
Managing Director, Mr Michael Camdessus, to in¬ 
crease the resources of IMF to enable it respond to Mexico- 
type crisis and to make the organisation more effective 
instrument 

The key elements of plan are 
■ A substantial increase m IMF quotas which deter¬ 
mines the votuig powers of member countnes 

■ Making the Enhanced Structural Adjustment 
Facility (ESAF) a permanent window of the fund 

The main thrust of the policy is to regain some of the 
influence that it once had over the policies of the industrial 
countnes 

According to Mr Camdessus the IMF shall insist on 
members providing more transjTarency in accounting He 
insisted trat a country's quota m must be a true 
representation of its economic size 

The Director-General also asked die US to take action 
to reduce the deflcit and stem the decline in the dollar as 
"US had a special responsibility for maintaining a 
reasonable staoility of die dollar" He reccanmended an 
increase in interest rates m the US to keep mflationary 
pressure under check 

India to be the 4th lazigest eronomy 

A^GOORtKENG to the World BankeouiceS, in temw of 
/ikPurehasing Poeret Pasity (PPP) India will be die 
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fourth largest economy in Ate world by 2020. 

PPP method evaluates the performance of an 
economy on the basis of what a country buys in the 
market in goods and services. The tradlticHiai method 
used the fbteign exchange value of the currency of a 
country to evaluate the size of the economy. 

Calculating on PPP, the big six economies of the 
world, in the coming years, will be China, USA, Japan, 
India, Indonesia and dermany, in that order. 

At present the G-7 coimtries, representing the richest 
and most influential, are the US, Jaf^, Germany, Britain, 
France, Italy and Canada. By 2020, four of the current 
countries are not expected to make it to the big six. World 
Bank sources say. 

Already, China and India are ahead of at least two of 
the G-7 countries, on the basis of PPP calculation. India is 
probably already the sixth largest economy. 

The World Bank expats another stunning develop¬ 
ment. The "global economic prospects and the developing 
countries 1W5" report says, "by 2010, more than one 
billion consumers in developing countries could have per 
capita incomes exceeding those of Greece and Spain 
today". 

It says that on prospective trends, developing 
' countries would account for 38 per cent of the growth in 
the World output in 1995-2010, up c<»tsiderably hom 22 
per cent in foe 1980's. Their share of world oufout would 
rise from 21 per cent in 1994 to 27 per cent in 2010. 

In PPP terms, developing countries would produce 
more than half of world output in the next decade, com¬ 
pared to 44 per cent now. By 2010, they would also ac¬ 
count for 56 per cent of giotol consumpticm and 57 per 
cent of global capital formation—again in PPP terms. 

UN 

New force for Croatia 

T he situation remained crucial, grim and disturbed in 
Croatia despite of Security Council's foree resolutions 
voted on April 2,1995, to create a new peace keeping force 
in Croatia and redeploy some UN troops on foe country's 
border. There were apprehensions of renewed war be¬ 
tween Croatia and tm ieb«4 seibs if foe peace keeping 
forces were wifodrawn as per indications ^en earlier by 
United States. 

The new force is expected to include some 1000 peace 
keepors (mi foe border as part of the total force of some 
8000 securitymen. 

It may be recalled that Croatia had insisted foat it 
would not accept foe new force unless foe word 'Croatia' 
was included in foe ruime. 

Now the new mission is'called 'foe UN Confidence 
Restoration Operation' in Croatia (UNCRO). 

Iraq allowed to seU some oil 

^IK)UGH Security Council allowed Baghdad to sell (dl ' 
X worfo two biUion dollars, to finance piudiai^ of food, , 
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medicines arrd Other essential corrunbdities, Iraq crifieiiM' 
the offer and termed it as an i|\fringenii^t on Ijb 
sovereignty and "worse and more dan«rous than pre¬ 
vious resolutions which Iraq had strongly rejeeii^'^.^ 

According to foe new resolution Iraq woqld be 
lowed to sell oil over a six-monfo mriod—wcath S '1 
billion in each three-month period. iW proceeds of foe 
sale would be put in the escrow accoimt to enable the UN 
to monitor it Out of foe total amount, Iraq is likely to get 
only around $ 1.2 biUion after deduction and other expen¬ 
ses. Besides opening a pipeline forough TVirkey would 
cost around $ ^ million. 

Iraq would also have to pay a fee for using the 
pipeline and for that purpose, it would be allowed to sell 
extra oil worth about $ 30 million for every $ 1 billion. 

The Security Council resolution links the lifting of foe 
oil-embargo to the elimination of Iraqi weapons of mass- 
destruction and related facilities. 

MALAYSIA 

Ruling Coalition wins election 

M alaysian prime Minister Mahafoir Bin Moham¬ 
mad and his ruling coalition won the ninth general 
election of the country with overwhelming majority. It 
was fourth victory for Dr Mahathir. The coalition won 162 
out erf 192 seats in the new 'Dewan Rakyat' (House of 
representatives). 

The Democratic Action Party (DAP) was the heaviest 
loser as it won barely nine seats though it had 20 seats in 
the last Parliament. Dr Mahathir and the ruling National 
Front now have imquestioned dominance over Malaysian 
National and State Politics. 

KAZAKHISTAN 

President wins referendum to stay in power 

IPRESIDENT Nursultan Nazarbayev of Kazakhistan'has 
X won sweeping endorsemoit 1^ foe people to stay in 
power till foe end of this century. 

The former communitst party boss, who became foe 
first national leader after his ex-Soviet State declared inde¬ 
pendence, was to face Presidential polls in December 
1996. 

The voters had been asked to vote "yee" or "no"'on < 
extending Nazarbayev's tenure to December 200Q. Preri- < 
dent Nazari>ayev claimed to have received 95.4 per cent of | 
titevote. ; 

The 54-year-old leader r^ted the criticism of foe 
exposition erf dictat(«ial beha^otir and pledged ifot to 
depart from democracy. Committing mmsdtf to i foB 
liberalisation course, he vowed fo improve tiie economy 
and to Crack down cm Crime. 

The oppo^on ptuties have*etini(^mned:foe teqult'as. 
fraudi^^ bv^ihow of di^j^fea^ttie foe foe ‘. 
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^ABBREVIATIONS 

CONCORD: Council for North 
Indian States for Cooperation and 
Regional Development. 

IN: Intelligent Network. 

INTERACT: Initiative to Edu¬ 
cate, Rehabilitate and Assist Child- 
victims of Terrorism. 

SAARC: South Asian Associa¬ 
tion for Regional Cooperation. 

SAFTA: Soufo Asian Free Trade 
Area. 

SAPTA: South Asian Preferen¬ 
tial Trading Arrangement. 

SCOPE: Standing Conference 
on Public Enterprises. 

AWARDS 

Sanskriti awards, 1994 

For literature: B. Jayamohan, a 
Tamil writer. 

For journalism: Rajdeep Sardesai. 
He is presently working with New 
Delhi Television. 

For Theatre: Anamika Haksan a 
visiting teacher at the National 
School of Drama. 

For Art: AtulDo^jya. 

For socM and cultured adiiemnent: 
Dudhi^toli Lok Vikas Sansthan, a 
vcdiintary organisation working in a 
- remote village in Pauri Garh'wal, 
Uttiir Pradesh. 

Eadt award comprises Rs 2O,Q00t. 
and a cHaBoti; The awards are given 
by a pubUc charitable tmstsf SarKrioriti 
l^atishthan, to "y°ui%. and em«g- 
inj$ ta^t ^ theage group of 20 to 3S 

.Gandhi l^tece 

x f^ter and 

V'chairiinan^ af^.\tiia firaedfe^ 




Gandhi Peace Foundation. 

Honest M«i of the Year award, 

1995 

C HIEF Election Commissioner of 
India, Mr T.N. Seshan, has been 
presented foe award for his Breless 
efforts to make “democracy safe in 
India". v 

The first ever award of its kind in 
the country, it has been instituted by 
Sulabh International. 

/BOOKS 

Alien Nation 

A uthored by Mr Peter. 

Brlmelow, a senior editor with 
Forbes, the book says diat the US 
government should stop further im¬ 
migration into ttie US by non-whites, 
who are "dstroying the American 
nation". Mr Brimelow warns fellow 
whites that the result of continued 
Asian, African and Latin American 
immigration at the currwit level will 
be "the snuffing out of the Artterican 
nation—like a candle in a gate". 

DAYS; YEARS 

SAARC to observe 1995 as poverty 
eradication year 

T he 8ffi SAARC summit, held in 
New Delhi on 2-4 May, 1995, 
designated 1995 as the year for 
Poverty Eradication. The agenda for 
action includes a strategy of social 
mobilisation, policy of decentralised 
agricultural development and snull- 
scate, labour inteitrive industriaMsa- 
tkm. 

DEFENCE 

Dials of'Aka^'^iuecessful - 

T he control arid propulrion flight 
trii& of the itfedinm iw^ sur- i 
face-t<yalr missile Aka^, often 
descrflwd as flte Indian version of flie 
US anfl-baUistic tool, Pedriot, were 
^iiccessf^^ caricied at the ii^erim test 
range k^(^i\dlpur-<Hi-^, to Oris- 

ti toe-IntegmiiMt- 




Guided Missile Development 
Programme (IGMDP) of the DefeiKe 
Research and Development Or-; 
ganisation (DRDO). 

Akash, with its integration to. 
Rajendra radar, will be an asset to 
Irrdia's air defence. The integratioft 
will take care of any aircraft flying too 
hi^ or too low, thereby, considerably 
reducing the bomb carrying 
capability of enemy aircraft, 
i ' • 

Among the evasive routes avail¬ 
able to dodge an attack by a missile 
like Akash are blendit^ of radar 
through electrcmic counter measures 
like jamming or changing missile's 
course by counter flares or chaff. 

In case of Rajendra, its inbuilt 
redundancies and frequency hop¬ 
ping allow (miy a slow degradation, 
rather than total blending. As a 
result, the system remains functional, 
for a longer period and even under 
intense pressure of the fourth genera¬ 
tion electronic warfare systems. 

Akash has a range of 25 km. and 
can carry 55 kg warhead. It would 
replace the Russian SAM missiles, 
now available with India. 

Naval aviation goes hi-tech 

I NDIAN naval aviation, from the 
relatively minor ftwee in the fiOs, 
has finally gone hi-tech with technol¬ 
ogy at par wiUi die best in the wmrld 
and manpower trained to operste> 
fliese stphisticated systems. 

I^ile the human facriM' behind 
die machine remains die most impor¬ 
tant element in naval aviation, the 
"sand storm" of Gulf Wat fame haa 
amply proved die overwhdlmii^ ad¬ 
vantage diat tedhnoioi^ provides a 
numerically inferior fcm^. 

Drietice Analysts say that 90 per. 
iad^'a sfia^ o| threat cem^ 
fM^to^seas.Wh^ 
past mostly came through land, if, 
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was through the seas that the 
Britishers conquered India 

Today carrierrbased fighters are a 
force to reckon with. It has two major 
roles—strike and anti-submarine 
opera hons. The fact that aircraft can 
operate from carriers, gives the naval 
aviation a wider range of operation 
for it can take the battle to the 
enemy's backyard 

Carriers need to dry dock from 
time to time and this can be facilitated 
for the fact that Indian Navy has two 
of diem. 

One remains in war readiness 
while die other takes a much needed 
rest after trials and tribulations 

One factoi that haunts every 
sailor, is an enemy's submarine lurk¬ 
ing below While Indian Navy's Anti- 
Submarine Warfare (ASW), has 
advanced in the sector with in¬ 
digenous manufacturing of sensors, 
the major counter still remains with 
ASW aircraft. 

A major role played by the naval 
aviation is anti-ship strikes The in¬ 
duction of "Sea Eagle" missiles has 
added more punch to anti-ship strike 
fleet. These missiles are carried by 
Sea Harriers and the Sea King chop¬ 
pers. 

Search and rescue remains 
another factor in Indian naval avia¬ 
tion. The HAL manufactured 
Chetaks have been providing 
yeoman service in communication 
and search and rescue operations 

EXPEDITION 

World's longest dd expedition 

nine-member Himalayan ad¬ 
venture team of Indian army, 
headed by Major Harish Kohli of the 
Jammu and Kashmir Light Infantry 
regiment, was flagged off on 
February 17, 1995, to undertake the 
world's longest ski expedition in the 
snow bound passes of the Himalayas. 

The expedition has been 
described as a silent saga of sustained 
human endurance and uncon¬ 
querable spirit of adventure. In the 
Ladakh ranges the expedition 
traversed across dte hxnen longest 


Himalayan water lakes Pangong Tso 
2 md Tso Morrari. The expedition ex¬ 
perienced blizzards above 60 knots 
and temperature below minus 64 
degrees cdsius. 

PERSONS 

Desai, Moiaiji Ranchhodji 

I NDIA'S first non-Coi[igress Prime 
Minister in 1997, Mr Morarji Desai 
died on April 10,1995, after Brief ill¬ 
ness He was the only Indian 
polibcian to have lived into his 100th 
year. He was an institution m Indian 
politics for over 60 years. 

Mr Desai was born die eldest of 
the eight children—to Ranchhodji, a 
modest Gujarati school teacher and 
Vajiyaben—on February 29, 1896, at 
Bhadeli village, near Valsad in Surat 
district of Gujarat. 

He strained his eyes under street¬ 
lights, studying. After graduating in 
physics from Bombay's Wilson Col¬ 
lege, on a scholarship from the 
Maharajah of Bhavnagar, Mr Desai 
became the Deputy District Collector 
of Ahmedabad at the age of 22 in 
1918. 

In 1930, he quit his job with the 
colonial government and plunged 
into the freedom struggle As 
Revenue Minister in the government 
of Bombay State, in 1937, he over¬ 
came the opposition of die British 
bureaucracy and restored land to the 
Bardoli peavsants In 1952 he became 
the Chief Minister of the Bombay 
State. 

Jawaharlal Nehru invited Mr 
Desai to join the Union Cabinet in 
1956, as Mmister of Commerce and 
Industry l,ater on, he took over as 
Finance Minister. As Finance Mini¬ 
ster he authored many a provoca¬ 
tive budget proposals. His most 
controversial legislation was the 
Gold Control Order Mr Desai be¬ 
came the Prime Minister at the age 
of 82. 

Mr Desai was a pdiitician untar¬ 
nished by graft, the lure of lucre or 
the trappings of office. His idealism 
often seemed to be at loggerheads 
with real politic. He was often 


blamed for being rigid and self- 
righteous, to the point of stub¬ 
bornness, because in his mind 
there was no room for divergence 
between ideal and practice, word 
and deed. 

PLACES 

'T4awab Saheb kl Haveli"* 

ISTORY, mystery, chivalry, 
romance, ail of them haunt the 
227 year-old Nawab Saheb ki Haveh, 
one of the star attractions for tourists 
coming to Jaipur. 

Situated in the heart of the Pink 
City—^Pripolia Bazar—it has the uni¬ 
que distinction of providing from its 
terrace a view of 25 imjjortant histori¬ 
cal monuments, including temples, 
forts and palaces. Besides, it had been 
the residence of the chief architect of 
the city and two Deivans (Prime Min¬ 
isters). 

The haveh was originally built by 
the chief architect of the city, Vidyad- 
har, in 1727. 

PROJECTS 

Mannagoa diy dock to go on 
stream ui July 

NDIA'S largest floating dry dock, 
westerner, would become opera¬ 
tional in july, 1995 The floating dry 
dock has b^n constructed by Pan- 
United of Singapore for Western 
India Shipyard Limited. It has the 
capacity to repair ships up to 60,000 
DWT capacity. 

The floating dry dock would be 

run as a joint venture by WTSL with a 

prominent Portuguese shipbuilder, 

Lisnare. 

% 

IB-Valley project dedicated to the 
nation 

O N April 29,1995, Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha l^o dedicated to 
the nation the Rs 933<rote first unit 
of the 210 MW IB valley thermal 
power project. The pre^t is located 
at Baidiarpalli in Orissa. 

Late Prime Minister Rajiv 
Gandhi had laid the foundation stone 
of this project on June 2,1989. 

The second unit of die project is 
expected to be commission^ avidiin 
next two to three months. 
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SSP Project • boon: Economists 
VEN as the debate ranges on th^ 
Sardpr Sarovar Project, 
economists claim that the pr^ect 
would augur an impetus for a ccun- 
mendable economic development of 
Gujarat. 

In contrast, environmentalists 
have predicted doom as according to 
them the project would lead to water¬ 
logging, soil erosion, destruction of 
forests and wildlife and trigger 
health problems 

Economists of the Narmada 
planning group, Mr YK. Alagh, Mr 
Mahesh Pathak and Mr DT. Buch, 
have brought out a book titled "Nar¬ 
mada and Environment—An 
Assessment" which says that the SSP 
Project would bring about prosperity 
to ^e people of Gujarat, especially in 
resource-deficient regions, inoetise 
employment opportunities in the 
command area, which would act as 
an impetus for the growth of agro¬ 
processing, food-processing and 
dairy industry. 

The project's strength is under¬ 
lined by the boost it would give to 
farm forestry and forestry on saline 
and marginal lands, while improving 
conditions for medicinal plants and 
oil giving plants. 

The authors also dispute the ad¬ 
verse impact on the Nal Sarovar bird 
sanctuary. According to them con¬ 
tributions from SSP F^ect water will 
help when diere are droughts and the 
lake does not fill up due to natural 
run-off from the catchment area. 

Doubts expressed by the en¬ 
vironmentalists about the con¬ 
tamination of ground water due to 
the extensive use of nitrates and 
have been set aside by authors by 
suggesting that the consumption 
of pesticides and insecticides, as 
compared to many other States, is 
'low'. 


biological explosion in the early 
Cambrian penod, about 530 million 
years ago. 

They came to this conclusion 
after research mto a fossilised animal 
gropp in South-West China's Yurutan 
province, known as the 'Chengjiang 
fauna'. 

According to Prof Chen junyuan 
from the Nanjmg Institute of Geology 
and Palaeontology, affiliated to the 
Chinese Academy of Science, re¬ 
search into the Chen^ang fauna has 
shown that the biological explosion 
in the early Cambrian period was the 
most significant and mi^t influential 
event during die evolution of life on 
earth. 

The earth has 4.6 billion years of 
history. It was a chaotic mass, with no 
life at all, until 32 billion years ago, 
when single-celled algae like living 
things appeared in die sea. It was not 
until the early Cambrian period, 
about 530 million years ago, that a 
burst of diversification happened to 
the living things on the eardi, which 
IS called by palaeontologists the 
'Cambrian explosion'. 

The well-preserved 'Chengjiang 
fauna' is convincing evidence of die 
explosion of life. Scientists have 
found among the Chengjiang fauna 
more than 80 kinds of animals in over 
40 categories, including arthropods, 
lobopodians, anomalocarids, spon¬ 
ges, brachiopods and chordates, that 
ate primarily die same as those exist¬ 
ing today. f 

The theory is that aftca- the ex¬ 
plosion, life cm earth underwent five 
cycles ot extinction and resurrection, 
but the basic structure of life 
remained unchanged. More sig- 
nificandy, the discovery shows diat 
the evoludcm of modern life was the 
result of several major mutations, 
thus cdiallenging the traditional 
thecxy of evolution. 



RESEARCH i 

Ncw*^ndlngi OR origin of life 

A ccording to Chinese sci^- 

tists, the* divgtsificatjon of 
modem Ufe oiigkutted from a 


MISCELLANY 

Space programme boosts ancillary 
Uidli 

T he ambitious quice programme 
of die country has contributed 




significantly to the growth of ancil¬ 
lary industry, especially in hi-tedi 
areas. 

The space department's opera¬ 
tions over die year has involved more 
dian 500 small, medium and large 
scale industries in public and private 
sectors. 

Accmding to the department of 
space annual report, die space in¬ 
dustry has now geared itself to meet 
the growing challenges posed by die 
space programme, be it in terms of 
adoptmg advanced technologies or 
handling complex manufacturing 
jobs. 

So far the department of space 
has transferred 224 technology pack¬ 
ages to various industries, provided 
132 consultancy projects and a large 
number of such programmes are in 
the pipeline The Antnx Corporation, 
set up by die department, has been 
acting as a catalyst to sustain the 
space-industry partnership, besides 
commercially marketing die Indian 
spa<x capability. 

In 1994-95 the department trans¬ 
ferred technologies for eight new 
products and processes These in¬ 
clude signal processer units, ad¬ 
hesive formulation, single 
component flushing system, auto 
focus enlaiger, laser range finder and 
anti-reflection coatings. 

Some industries have been iden¬ 
tified for transfer of a few more tech¬ 
nologies such as extended C-band 
television receiver feed, low noise 
block down crmverter, polyurediane 
resin, rapid thread checking machine 
and portable data terminal. A num¬ 
ber of new products are in the 
pipeline for t^nology transfer, in¬ 
cluding silicon oil, mould release 
agent, l^and receiver, central control 
unit and remote units. 

In die export promotion front 
also the Antrix Corporation has maffe 
major stride^, the major achieve¬ 
ments last year were the agreements 
entered into with EOSAT of the 
United States for reception and 
world-wide marketing of data from 
Indian Remote Sensing satellites and 
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the 100 tnjilton dollar agreement with 
INTELSAT organisation for ieasmg 
C'band of India's INSAT-2E, which is 
to be launched in 1997-98. 

An order from Brazilian space 
agency, for supply of components for 
its space programme, has also been 
received. 

Bombay to )>e third most populous 
city 

OMBAY will te the third most 
populous city m the world, after 
Tokyo and Sao Paolo, by the turn of 
the century, accoitiing to die United 
Nations Fund for Population Ac¬ 
tivities (UNFPA) 

The commercial capital of India, 
which has around 12 million in¬ 
habitants at present, is expected to 
cross the 24 million mark by 2010 

The population in this city 
doubles every 20 years. In the seven¬ 
ties, it was just above five million, by 
nineties it had more than doubled to 
cross 12 million and is expected to 
double again in the next 20 years 

However, the high numbers can¬ 
not be attributed to births alone, as 
Bombay also holds the record of the 
highest influx of migrants m the 
country 

Calcutta also figures in the list of 
most populous cities, but comes near¬ 
ly at Ae bedtom. There are around 11 
million people in Calcutta, as per 
present estimates, and the number is 
likely to shoot up to 16 million by 
2010. 

A phenomenon of the last few 
decade is the growth of mega cities 
in developing countries. 1^ ^e turn 
of the century, 300 cities in develop¬ 
ing countries would have popula¬ 
tions of over one million, compared 
with 125 today. 

Growing demand for housing, in¬ 
frastructure and social services, in¬ 
creased use of energy, resource 
OQnsumptian end envirorunental stress 
^ make it newdy impossible for many 
mega cities to co)^ warns the UNFPA 

The largest agglomerations in die 
world where the inhalntants are up¬ 
wards of 10 million are: Tokyo, Sao 


Paolo, New York, Mexico City, Shan¬ 
ghai, Bombay, Los Angeles, Buenos 
Aires, Seoul, Rio de Janeiro, Beijing, 
Calcutta and Osaka. 

Tokyo, the most crowded city on 
earth today, has a burgeoning 
population of 25 million. It is ex¬ 
pected to go up to 28 to 29 million by 
2010 

World's highest tail bridge 

J AMMU and Kashmir will very 
soon have the world's high^ rail¬ 
way bridge. The bridge will be con¬ 
structed across the river Chenab 
along Jammu-Srinagar railway line at 
Salal area It would be 290 metres 
high from the ground and would be 
about three-time taller than the 81 m 
high Qutab Minar. This railway 
bridge would be marvel of the civil 
engineering construction. The 
bridge's length would be TOO^m and 
it will be a part of iJQKampur- 
Qazigunj railway line, which would 
link Kashmir Valley with the rest of 
the cotmtry through railways 

Indigenous Pacemaker signals 
hope for many 

HE Nizam's Institute of Medical 
Sciences (NIMS), Hyderabad, has 
developed a low cost cardiac 
pacem^er which signals hope for 
millions of heart patients in the 
country. 

Presently, being imported from 
western countries at a prohibitive 
cost of about Rs one lakh, 
pacemakers are implanted on 
patients who lack good heart rhythm 
on their own and whose heartbeat is 
either slow or too fast 

The indigenous pacemaker, a 
tiny technological wonder, is the 
result of an ai^itious prefect taken 
up in 1993 for die first time in Asia, at 
NIMS in collaboration with D^nce 
Research and Development Or¬ 
ganisation (DRDO). 

The project was a part of efforts 
to utilise the spin-ofi from defence 
technology in improving healdi cate 
ddivery system. '' 

The pacemaker is basically a haty 
tery-charged devlqe, ma4e vp of bio¬ 
compatible mat^I using dtanfuim 


techndogy, to give r^etidve electri¬ 
cal impulses to the hrart of a patioit 
at a particular rate and make it con¬ 
tract. 

The development of the state-of- 
the-art implantable pacemaker holds 
a great promise for future medical 
research and development in the 
country, besides drastically bringing 
down the cost of pacem^cr to Rs 
20,(X)0, making it afiordable. 

Bedsa Caves, once the hub of 
Buddhist monks 

NCK it was the hub of Buddhist 
monks, now it lies in obscurity, 
craving for public attention 

Facing die Pawana river, some 90 
metres above the plains near Kamshet, 
off Bombay-Bangalore national high¬ 
way, only 55 kms nordi-wcst of Pune, 
is a small group of caves of Bedsa. 

No representation of animals or 
humans or absence of any Buddha 
figure on the walls is, according to 
scholars, one of the most decisive 
proofs of the early Hinayana charac¬ 
ter of these caves 

Believed to have been excavated 
about 2100 years ago, before the ox- 
cavadon of famous Karla Caves, the 
Bedsa group of caves consists of a 
'Chaitya' (prayer hall) and a 'Vihara' 
(monastery) of unique shape. 

The caves have suffered vicis¬ 
situdes from inside with the disap¬ 
pearance of the wood work and the 
man-made loss of arKient paintings 
on die walls. 

The entrance to die 'Chaitya' is 
dirougb a small passage cut through 
the rock in order to, according to 
scholars, get suffidendy for back to 
obtain die necessary l^ght for die 
facade. 

TTie mass of rock left on die each 
side of the passage? however; hides 
the greater Jordon of the front of die 
'Chaitya' from the si^L robbing it of 
some ^ its beauty 

Four massive pillars, turo dc- 

tagpnia SfofoUog fnd ^ 

ttvo pUasfo>s.atfodi«d-to; 

die wau%. Hie^traii^,'^ , 

ancient Bufl^dsicaniedi!^ < 

* * * 
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SF»ORTS 


ATHLETICS 

99ih Boston Marathon 

COSMAS Ndeti of Kenya won 
the men's competition, becoming 
the third runner in the history of 
the race to win it three years in 
a row. 

Uta Piping of Germany has 
won the women's competition TTiis 
was her second triumph. 

BADMINTON 

5th AU'India Maheshwari 
tournament 

Men's singles: Sidharth Jam 
Women's singles: Seema BapiUk 
Men's doubles: Rajeev Bagga 
and Uday Pawar 

Women's doubles: Madhunuta 
Singh and Sindhu Gulati 

BODY 

BUILDING 

34th National championship 

Railways claimed the honours 
with a tally of 111 TOints. 'Tl^ 
bagged four out of me eight in¬ 
dividual titles. 

BOXING 

International Boxing Federation 
Heavyweight title 
Forty year»-plus George Foreman 
of USA defeated Axel Schultz of 
Gemaaxy to retain the title. 

CHESS 

Asian Zone championship for 
wofaicn 

INTEQEINATIONAL woman master 
(IWM) Bhagyashree Thipsay of 
India letaiAM die tide. 

14*year-old Nisha Mohota 
became 'the youngest IWM of 
India. « 

Airfidl Ztme for 

teteined thft title. Htg. tally w^a 8.9 
p(^ta dat'pr II. ' ' 


CRICKET 

Asia Cup 

India claimed the Asia Cup for 
(he third time in as many appcnran- 
ces, when they defeated Sri Lanka 
by seven wickets in die final played 
at Sharjah. 

Earlier, Sn Lanka had defeated 
Pakistan convincingly to enter the 
finals. Bangladesh was the fourdi 
partiapating team 

West Indies-Australia lest series 

An Australian side of rare discipline 
and commitment became the first 
team to defeat West Indies m a 
Canbbean series for 22 yean, witii 
victory by an innings and 53 runs 
in die fourth Test played at Kingston 
This was also die first interna¬ 
tional Test senes loss for West In¬ 
dies in 29 contests. 

Australia, thus, regained the 
Frank Worrell Trophy for the first 
time in 19 years and nine attempts 
In the four-Test series, the first 
match was won by Australia, at 
Bridgetown, by ten wickets. The 
second Test in Antigua ended in a 
draw. The third Test at Trinidad 
and Tobago was vfon by West In¬ 
dies by nine wickets. 

Ranji Trophy 

Bombay retained the Ranji 
Trophy defeating Punjab on the 
basis of first innings lead. The final 
was played at Bombay. 

Tendulkar cridketer of the year 

INDIA'S dashing batsman Sachin 
Tendulkar has l^n declared the 
Indian crieketer-of-tiie-year under 
the Sun Grace-Mefatlal awards 
scheme. Thhi is the secemd time 
that Sachin has won the coveted 
award, which carridb a cash prize 
of Rs one lakh. j, 

FOOTBALL 

AiiUneiGobl 

< BABT Bengid scored a convincing SK) 
idcUcy over anlHivids 


to regain the Airiines Gdd Cup. 

Bristol SAARC '95 tournament 

Sri 1.3nka shodeed favourite India, 
1-0, to win tile tournament The 
tournament was held in Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. 

TABLE TENNIS 

India Cup 

ARUP BaSak won the men's title 
by beating national champion Kam- 
1^ Mehta. The women's title was 
won by Anindita Chakravorty. 

TENNIS 

Davis Cup Asia/Oceania Group I 
tie 

India defeated Philippines 5-0 to 
win the tie and get a chance to 
come back into the elite World 
Group when the play off is held 
in September 1995. 

India will now meet Croatia in 
tile qualifying tie to be played in 
India. 

WRESTLING 

Commonwealth Freest^e 
championship 

Indian grapplers performed com- 
mendably by bagging eight gold 
medals and the team title in the 
chairqiionship held in Melbourne. 

All ttie ten Indian wrestlers 
who took part in the dtampionship 
won individual medals, eight bag¬ 
ging gold and two silver. 

The gold medallists were; Jai 
Bhagwan (48 I^), Naiinder (52 1^), 
Ashok Kumar (57 kg), Mukesh 
Kumar (62 1^, I^rairibir Singh (68 
kg), Sai^y Kumar (90 k^. Subhash 
\tenna (itiO ke) and KrisriM Kumar 
(130 kg). 

The silver medallists were: 
Varinder Kumar (74 kg) and 
Randhir Sin^ (K kg). 


JUNE *96 COMPEtmON MASTER m 


(a) 6.5 (6) 6.05 (c) 6.75 {</) 6.09375 

(e) None of these 

21. In a college ^th of the girls and ^th of the boys 

took part in a social camp. What of the total number of 
students in the college took part in the camp- 

(«) 40 W 80* ^ ^ 13 13 

(e) None of these 

22. Suppose you know that >/2T is approximately 
4.898, whidi of the following is the best approximation 



(a) 1.633 (b) 1.333 (c) 2.666 (d) 0544 

(f) None of these 

23. In an office there were grade A and grade B 
officers. Each officer contributed as many rupees as the 
number of officers in his grade. If the total collection was 
Rs 106, what was the total number of officers in the 
office: 

(a) 10 (b) 14 (f) 11 (d) 12 

(e) None of these 

24. The price of cooking oil has increased by 25%. 
The percentage of reduction that a family should effect 
in the use of cooking oil so as not to increase the expen¬ 
diture on this account is: 

(a) 15% (b) 20% (c) 25% (d) .30% 

(e) None of these 

25. In a vocational course in a college, 15% seats 
increase annually. If there were 800 students in 1988, 
how many students will be there in 1990? 

(a) 920 (b) 1058 (c) 1040 (d) 1178 

(e) None of these 

26. The average of first five multiples of 3 is: 

(a) 12 (b) 15 (f) 6 (d) 9 

(e) None of these 

27. The average of the squares of seven consecutive 
integers is 53. The average of these integers is: 

(a) 4 (b) 5 (c) 6 (d) 7 

(e) None of these 

28. The sum of three numbers is 68. If the ratio 
between first and second be 2 : 3 and that between 
second and third be 5:3, then the second number is: 

(a) 30 (b) 20 (c) 58 (d) 48 

(e) None of these 

29. Ifx;y = 2:3and2:x= 1; 2, then the value of y 
is: 

(«) I (*») I (c) 6 (d) 4 

(e) None of these , 

30. A possible number when decreased by 4, is 
equal to 21 times the reciprocal of the number. The num¬ 


ber is: 

(a) 5 (b) 6 (c) 4 (d) 8 

(e) None of these 

31. The perimeter of an isosceles triangle is 20 cm. If 

each equal side is 2 times the base, find the length of the 
base. > 

(a) 4 cm (b) 5 cm (c) 3.5 cm (d) 2 cm 
(e) None of these 

32. A man invests a part of Rs 10000 at 5% and the 
remainder at 6%. The 5% investment yields annually Rs 
76.50 more than the 6% investment. Find the sum in¬ 
vested at 6%. 

(a) Rs3600 (b) Rs3550 

(c) Rs3850 (d) Rs4000 

(e) None of these 

33. In a race of 1 km, if A gives a lead of 40 m to B 
then A wins by 15 secs. But if B starts running 30 secs 
before A, then B wins by 40 m. Find the time taken by A 
to cover 1 km. 

(a) 150 secs (b) 125 secs 

(c) 110 secs (d) 90 secs 

(e) None of these 

34. Find thetimetakenbya llOmlong train travell¬ 
ing with a speed of 36 km/hr to cross 132 m long bridge. 

(a) 24 2.secs (b) 19secs (c) 30secs 

(d) 28 secs (e) None of these 

35. In a business A invested Rs 600 more than B. B 
invested money for 5 months whereas A invested for 4 
months. Total profit was Rs 528. If A's profit was Rs 48 
more than that of B's, then find the sum invested by A. 

(a) Rs 1500 (b) Rs 1450 

(c) RS1800 (<0 Rs2000 

(e) None of these 

36. The population of a town increased by 3%. If the 
population had been 1500 less than the present popula¬ 
tion, then there would have been a decrease of 2%. What 
was the original population? 

(a) 30000 (b) 25000 (c) 22000 
(<0 32000 (e) None of these 

37. If 18 men, by working 10 hrs a day can dig a 
trench 200 m long, 3 m wide and 2 m deep, then in how 
many days 10 men, by working 8 hrs a day can dig 100 
m long, 4 m wide and 3 m deep trench? 

(a) 15 days (b) 10 days ' 

1 

(c) IS^days (d) 12 days 

(r) None of these 

38. A shopkeeper marks his goods 25% above cost 
price. Then he gives 12^% discount. Find his gain%. 

(a) 9|% (b) 10% (c) 12% (d) 15.2% 
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(e) None of these 

39 What siun will become Rs 388 50 in 146 days at 
9%pa atSI’ 

{a) Rs375 (&) Rs342 (c) Rs350 

(d) Rs326 (e) None of these 

40 The average age of 40 students IS 16 95 years On 
the arrival of a new student, their average age becomes 
17 years Fmd the age of new student 

(fl) 22 years (b) 19 years (c) 25 years 

(d) 18years(e) None of these 

41 Fmd the area of a quadrilateral whose one 
diagonal is 32 m long The lengths of perpendiculars 
from the other two vertices are 20 m and 12 m 

(a) 500sq m {b) 512sqm 

(c) 616 sq m (d) 728 sq m 

42 A boat goes 1 km downstream in 7^ minutes 
and upstream 5 km/hr Fmd the speed of stream 


(fl) 1-km/hr 


(b) 1 km/hr 
(d) None of these 


(c) 2 km/hr (d) None of these 

43 The cost price of 10 articles is equal to the S P of 
9 articles Findgain% 


(a) 10% (b) 12% 


(c) 11 J% 


(d) None of these 

44 A man sold a horse at 10% profit If he had 
bought at20% less and sold atRs 10 more, he would have 
gamed 40% Find the C P ot the horse 

(a) RsSOO (b) Rs550 (r) Rs398 (d) Rs630 

45 Fmd the weight of a pipe of lead if the outer 
diameter of pipe is 2 4 cm and thickness is 2 mm Weight 
of 1 cu cm of lead is equal to 11 4 gm 

(a) 5518 kg (b) 26 kg 

(c) 4 7^ kg (d) Noneofdiese 

46'50. Read the graph carefully and answer the 
questions based on it: 

Birih rates of different coiintnea 
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46. The birdi-rate of which country is 25% more 
than that of Germany? 
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a successful 
career in Sales 


S|H F aibw we're sure youll wont to 

jMMJj^jna ilKf know what do TV, couetlee and 
books hove to do with building o 
m *““***^ coreer in Soles I Wsll, 

,^jaamwg lemaj iii ygey nmpio 

When you enrol for the EXEMPIAR Rrogrom in Selling SkiHs 
through Dittonce Learning from TASMAC, yoVtl get aH the 
training youV ever need to bwld a successful career in Solet 
A career that wdl not only moke you a lot of money but also 
a professional m your own right 

The specially de v elope d muMimsdio teaching methodology 
developed specially for this program incorporates video, 
audio ond test hosed training moduiss Ihrt teaches you 
everything ^wut Soles So that when you do take up o |ob 
m the Soles hmctien, you ore way oh^ of the othm 

And whofe mere, the exemplar Progrom m Selling Skillt IS 
brought to you by TASMAC • one of the finest monogement 
tromiaaineiiluaom mile country With affihotnn to foreign 
U mwwiti es os well oe Indion mstitoles, if hos trained over 
3000 students M die tost four years 

So, if A n ybody toRs you that wo t c h eig TV or listening to o 
few cassettes is useless, tell him about the EXEAAPlAR 
Progrom m Selling Skills from TASMAC 

A career m Soles has better tob prospeds than any career 
Whedier Its computers, monutoctunng or engeteermg And 
olmosi Ivro'lhirds of ttte entry level soIm esecuaves become 
managers in two to three years 

Now we're sure you would tike to know more oboul 
EXEMPLAR Afi you hove to do « simd us ItoSO/* by 00/ 
IPO/MO for 0 detaded proipeclut obout toe EXEMPLAR 
Pirogrom m Selmg Sktos And open up o greol new coreer 
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(d) India (b) China 

(c) England(d) New Zealand 

47 The birth-rate of India is what per cent of the 
birth-rate of England? 

(a) 165% (b) 100% (c) 155% 

(d) None of these 

48. The birth-rate of China is how many times the 
birth-rate of Germany? 

(a) 0.4 (b) 5.2 (c) 4 (d) 2.5 

(e) None of these 

49. What is the ratio of birth-rates of India and 
Swedan? 

(11)5:11 (h) 11:5 (c)2:l 

(d) 1:2 (e) None of these 

50. By how much per cent is the birth-rate of 
England is less than the birth-rate of New Zealand? 

(a) 33~% (b) 50% (c) 45% (d) 30“/o 

(e) None of these 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (a) 2 (d) 3. (a) 4. (c) 

5. (a) 6. (a)&(c) 

7. (a) In an isosceles A ABC, AB = AC, AD 1 BC 
a 


BD = DC* 




orAABCs^BCxAD 


1 'lib^-a^ a rrn —T 
= 2“—"2~~ = 4^-‘' 

8. (e) 9 (a) Area of I'gm = b x h 

10. (d) 11 (d) 

12. (d) a^-2ab + b^*(a-b)2 

13 (a) <005 f+ (0.41 f +(00 73)^ 

‘ ( 0005 ) 2 + ( 0 . 041 )^+ ( 0 . 0073 )^ 

= (005)^+ (041)2+ (0.073)2 

“ (0.1 X 0.05)2 + (Q1 ^ 0 4j j2 ^ (01X 0.073)2 
= (0-0 5)2 4 (0.41)2+ (0.073)2 ^ ^ 

~ ( 01 ) 2 ’[( 0 . 05)2 + ( 0 . 41)2 ^ ( 0 . 073 ) 2 ] ( 0 . 1 )' 
a' 


= 100 


14. (c) 




a2+al» + l>2 


= a-b a = 2.3, b = 0.3 


15. (a) 16. (e) 1/ = 10* cu. mm 

17. (b) 18. (c) 19. (d) 20. (a) 

21. (a) 22. (a) 23. (b) 

24. (b) Let Hie first exp. be Rs 100. 

After increase it is Rs 125 

.'. Consumption of Rs 25 be reduced out of Rs 125 

25 

% reducHcm in consumption = ■— x 100 = 20 


25. (c) 26. (d) 27. (d) 28. (a) 

29. (c) 30. (e) 31. (a) 32. (c) 

33. (b) Let A runs 1000 minx secs and Bin y secs. 

960x ... 

1000 

Solving (i) & (it), we get x = 125 sec. 

34. (a) 

.35. (c) B's profit = —^ = 240 

.'. A's profit = 240 + 48 =. Rs 328 
240 

B's profit for 1 month = -g = Rs 48 

A's monthly profit = = Rs 72 

A's capital • B's capital = A's profit B's profit 
--72.48 ^3 2 
Difference = 3 - 2 = Re 1 ' 

Actual diff = Rs 600 
.•. A's capital = 600 x 3 = Rs 1800 
36. (a) .37 (c) 

38. (a) UtCP.beRslOO 

.•.M.P. = 100 4- 25 = Rs 125 

Discount = 12^% of Rs 125 = Rs 


8 


S.P. = 125- -^ = Rs^ 

.-. Profit = ~®- 100 = Rs “ 

Profit%-^5.^^_75_^ 
8 100 8 ^ 
39. (a) 40 (b) 41. (b) 

43. (c) Let C.P. of 1 article be Re 1 
.•. C.P. of 10 articles = Rs 10 
S.P. of 9 articles = Rs 10 

10x10 


42. (a) 


.•.S.P. of 10 articles - 
Profit 


= Rs 


100 


100 10 

9 “ 9 




100 „1 

9 


44. (a) Let C.P. of the horse be Rs 100 

Profit =10% 

.-. S.P. = Rsll0 

If C.P. = 20% less i.e. Rs 100 - 20 = 80 
Gain = 40% „ 

Then S.P. = —= Rs 112 

Difference between two S.P.s = 112 -110 = Rs 2 
Actual difference = Rs 10 

.•.C.P.=yXl00«Rs500 

45. (a) 46. (c) 47. (a) 48. (d) 49. (b) 50. (a) 
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OBJiCnVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


Most of the questtons gtven below were set m the (1) Staff 
Selection Commission Dimsional Accountants/Auditors/UDC 
etc examination held on the Z6th March, 1995, and m (2) BSRB 
(Baroda) Prc^tionaru Officers' exam held on the 23rd Aprd, 
1995. 

Few questions given at the end of this feature are expected 
questions tn the forthcoming examinations. 

Vie are grateful to Shri Gopal Knshna Das ofP.O. Tribeni, 
Dist Hooghly CW B ), Shri Aisurya Ratna Mdhanty cf Cuttack 
and many other of our esteemed readers who have sent to us the 
recently set questions m these exams 

1. The approximate vglopity of light per second is: 

(a) 3x10^° metres 

(b) 3x10^* metres 

(c) 3x10® metres 

(d) 3x10® metres 

2. The insect NOT useful to man is; 

(a) rice weevil 

(b) honeybee 

(c) silkworm 

(d) lac insect ^ 

3 Plants, like animals, respond to stimuli. Which of 
the following is NOT considered a plant's response to 
stimulus? 

(a) Plants grow towards light 

(b) The roots of plants grow generally down 

(c) Plants die if they receive no water 

(d) Flower of a sunflower plant faces towards the 
sun 

4. Which is the only Asian country represented in 
the G-7 group? 

(a) China (b) Japan 

(r) India (d) Malaysia 

5. The Wimbledon 1994 Women's Single Tennis 
Final was won by: 

(a) Conchita Martinez 

<b) Martina Navratilova 

(c) Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

(d) StefgGraf 

6. Aroroach of ihe Planning Commission to the 8th 
Five*Year Plan aims at a growth rate of; 

(a) 5.6% (b) 6.5% 

(c) 7.2% (d) 4.5% 

7. India celebrates Febnia^ 28, every year, as 
'Natonal Science Day' because on ms day: 

(a) VikiamSarabhaiwasbom 

(b) In 1928, C.V. Raman discovered what was 


later called the 'Raman Efiect' 

(c) Nehru laid the foundation of science 
laboratories all over India 

(d) First Indian spacecraft was laimched 

8. Lala Lajpat Rai is the author of the book; 

(a) Modier India 

,(b) Unhappy India 

(c) Hind Swaraj 

(d) India Divided 

9. The Central Rice Research Institute is located at: 

(a) Madras (b) Rajamimdry 

(c) Cuttack (d) Cochin 

10. VVho was the first woman to become the Prime 
Minister of a country in the world? 

(a) Indira Gandhi 

(b) Sirimavo Bandaranike 

(c) Mai^aret Thatcher 
(d^ Benazir Bhutto 

11. Which of die following statements is NOT closer 
to the truth? 

(a) The Rig Vedic family comprised parents and 
other lath and kin apart from the husband 
and wife 

(b) The Rig Vedic women were highly respected 
and that most of the religious ceremonies 
were considered incomplete unless wives 
joined their hu^ands 

(c) The Rig Vedic Aryans were by and large 
urban people 

(d) The Rig V^c people worshipped nature 

12 Chandragupta Maurya's empire extended in die 
North-West up to. 

(a) Sutlaj (b) Hindukush 

(c) Indus (d) Ravi 

13. The Great Scholar, Banabhatta, lived during the 
reign of: 

(a) Kanishka 

(b) Ashoka 

(c) Chandragupta n 

(d) Harshavardhana 

14. Abdur Razzaq, a Persian traveller, visited 
Vijayanagar during die regin of: 

(a) Bukka (b) Hariharall 

(c) DevaRayall (d) DevaRayal 

15. Which of the following Mughal emperor's tomb 
is outside India? 

(a) Akbar 
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(b) Aurang/eb 
(r) Shahjahan 
\^d) Bahadur %ah 

16 The decision to impart bngJish education through 
the medium of English language was taken during the 
Governor Generalship of 

(а) lord Cornwallis 

(б) I ord Wellesley 

(c) I ord Dalhousic 

(d) I ord William Bentinck 

17 The deputation ot Muslim leaders to the Viceroy, 
1 ord Minto II seeking separate electorate was headed by 

(ii) SirSyed Ahmad Khan 
•(/)) Agha Khan 
(i) M A jmnah 
(d) Maulana Shaukat All 

18 Poona Pact (19^2) was signed between Mahat¬ 
ma (>andhi and the 

(a) r xtn‘mist leaders 
^{b) Hanjan leaders 

(c) Communist leaders 

(d) Bntish Ciovernment 

19 Climate is an important physical element because 

(a) it indicates the atmospheric conditions of 
heat, moisture and air ciiculation 

(b) it plays a dominant role in shaping vegetation 
and soils 

(f) it determines the mode of human life all over 
the earth's surtac e 

(d) it ultimately affects all forms of life 

20 Which of the following words explains a narrow 
strip of land which joins two large land areas, otherwise 
separated by the sea? 

(it) Isthmus (h) Strait 

(c) Bay (d) Pcmnsula 

21 Which of the following prachces of cultivation 
can be referred to crop rotation? 

(it) fhffeicnt crops are repeatedly grown on the 
same land in a specific order 

(b) Different crops in the same season 
(i) The same crop in different seasons 

(d) The Stime crop in different fields 

22 In which of the following regions maximum 
amount of groundwater reserves has been tapped? 

(a) Peninsular India '' 

t (b) North Indian plains 

(e) Coastal plains 

(<0 Himalayan mountam system 

23 In whidi State of India dry-fennmg is peactised? 

(a) Maharashtra (b) Gujarat 

(c) Rajasthan (<0 Asum 

24 Which IS NOT a l\mdra type of ve^^tation? 

(a) Lichens (b) Mosses 

(c) Sedges (d) Steppes 


25 The number of metropolitan cifacs accordmg to 
1991 census is 

(a) seven (b) rune 

'(c) twelve (d) twenty-three 

26 Development means economic growth plus 

(a) mfldtion (b) deflation 

(c) social change (d) price stability 

27 Which one of the following is NOT a flow con¬ 
cept? 

(a) Investment (b) Production 

(c) Capital (d) Consumption 

28 In which of the following regions plantation 
agriculture is largely practised? 

(a) Temperate (b) Tropical 

(r) Subtropical (d) Semi-arid 

29 Which of the following is true? 

(a) Physical plannmg is more important than 
financial planning 

(b) hmancial planning is more important than 
physical planning 

(c) Physical and financial plannmgs are equally 
important 

(d) Physical and financial plannings are com 
piemen tar) 

30 Which of the following is more effective to con trol 
prices m the long run? 

(a) Increase in employment 

(b) Decrease in the rate of interest 

(c) Inc tease in production 

(d) Decrease in the government expenditure 

31 Which of the following is the major item of expen¬ 
diture m the budget of 1995-96? 

(a) Central Plan 

(b) Interest payment 

(c) Ncm-planned expenditure 

(d) Defence expenditure 

32 Which of the followmg organizations is known as 
apex organization for indusrial finance in India? 

(a) Industrial Development Bank of India 

(b) Industrial Credit and Investment Corpora¬ 
tion of India 

(c) Reserve Bank of India 

(d) Industrial Finance Corporation of India 

33 'Prom each accordmg to lus ability, to each ac¬ 
cording to his need' is the theoretical slogan of 

(ft) Feudal System 

(b) Capitafast System « 

(c) Fascist System 
*(<0 Commumst System 

34 An agre«nent to suspend hostilities m ordCT to 
negotiate for fieace is called 

(a) Amnesty 

%(b) Amustioe < 

<c) hbhtaryPact 
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(4) Appeasement 

35. Indian Constitution provides for a: 

(a) I^sidcntial system 

{b) Unicameral system 

(c) Bicameral system 

(d) Unitary system 

36. Which tax is levied and collected by the Union but 
wholly assigned to the States? 

(a) Customs duties 
(i>) Sales tax 
.•(c) Stamp duties 

(<0 taxes on railway fares and freights 

37. Economic justice has been mcorporated in the 
Constitution of India under: 

(a) Directive Principles of State Policy 

(b) Fundamental Rights 

(c) Residuary Powers 

(d) Fundamental Duties 

38. Which ideal of the Constitution of India is 
achieved by the implementation of die adult franchi.se in 
India? 

(a) Social equality 
{b) Economic equality 

(c) Political equality 
•(d) Equality before law 

39. Which one of the followng is a source of revenue 
of a Municipal Committee? 

(a) Income tax 
• (b) Octroi duty 

(c) Excise duty 

(d) Foreign assistance 

40. Nameplates made of brass get discoloured in air 
because of the presence of which of the following gases in 
the air? 

(a) Oxygen 

(b) Nitrogen 

.(c) Carbon dioxide 
'(d) Hydrogen sulphide 

41. Who among the following is the chief of the 
World TVade Orgnisation (WTO)? 

(a) Peter Sutherland 

(b) Renato Ruggiero 

(c) KimChul'Su 

(d) Carlos Salinas de Gortari 

(e) None of these “ 

42. Who among the following has received the best 
actor filmfare award? 

(a) 9iahRukhKhan 

(b) NanaPatekar 

(c) Salman Khan 

(d) Amir IGfum 

(e) None of these 

43. Which of the following is envisaged in the 
"Hybrid Mail Service" introduced by the Departmoit of 


Posts recently? 

(a) A message brou^t to the post office manual¬ 
ly can be sent dectronicaliy to another post 
office for delivery through postmen at the 
premises of the customer 

(b) A mes.sage submitted at a rural post office can 
be relayed on phone to anotiier post office in 
a neighbouring State 

(c) A message submitted at any post office trans¬ 
mitted to a ship on sea 

(d) A message brought to the post office on a 
floppy diskette can be sent manually to 
another post office 

(e) None of these 

44. Approximately what was the total advances of 
banks insured by the Export Credit Guarantee Corpora¬ 
tion of India Ltd under its various schemes during 1993- 
94? 

(a) Rs 73,700 crores (b) Rs 70,600 crores 

(c) Rs 63,600 crores (d) Rs 85,600 crores 

(e) Rs 75,400 crores 

45 The United Nations has completed how many 
years of its existence? 

(a) 75 (b) 60 

(c) 40 (d) 50 

(e) None of these 

46. Which of the following will be the function of the 
recently set up National Committee on Children? 

(a) It will monitor the welfare schemes of 
children 

(b) It will control the use of child labour in fac¬ 
tories 

(c) it will review the developmental programmes 
implemented by various State governments 
for children 

(d) it will review and analyse the situation of 
children in India 

(e) None of these 

47. Which of the following represents the ratio of equity 
of file RRBs held by Central government, die sponsor banks 
and die concerned State government respectively? 

(a) 50:30:20 (b)50:.35:15 

(c) 40:40:20 (d) 40:35 : 25 

(e) 55:30:15 

48. The U.N. Peace Keeping Forces have puDed out 
in March this year from whic^ of the following countries? 

(a) Cambodia (b) Nigeria 

(c) Haiti (d) Somalia 

(e) None of these 

49. Assembly election to which of die States were not 
held during Fcbruary-March 1995? 

(a) Bihar (b) Maharashtra 

(c) Karnataka (d) Gujarat 

(e) Manipur 

50. The Jain Commission is associated with which of 
the following? 
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(«) Probing the conspiracy angle of the Rajiv 
CancUii assassination 

(b) Communal riots of Bombay during Decem¬ 
ber/January 1992-93 

(c) Centre-State relationship 
(<0 Caven water dispute 

(e) None of these 

51. The renowned multi-arts centre Bharat Bhavan is 
located in which of the following cibcs^ 

(a) Calcutta (b) Lucknow 

(c) New Delhi (d) Jaipur 

(e) Bhopal 

52. The National Bank for Agricultural and Rural 
Development (NABARD) is planning to disburse produc¬ 
tion and investment reBnance of about how much amount 
during 1995-96 for agricultural and rural develcmment 
with a view to substantially stepping up ground level 
credit flow? 

(a) Rs 5,000 crores 

(b) Rs 10,000 crores 

(c) Rs 15,000 crores 

(d) Rs 20,000 crores 

(e) Rsl2/XX) crores 

53. Which of tihe following institutions/oi^anisa- 
tions has been entrusted widi tlw job of detennining the 
various service charts to be levied by banking sector? 

(a) Natioruil Institute of Bank Management 

(b) Indian Institute of Bankers 
t (c) Indian Banks' Association 

(d) Institute of Cost and Works Accountants of 
India 

(a) Indian Institute of Management, Calcutta 

54 Who is the author of the book "Muslim Law and 
the Constitution"? 

(a) MrSS MusaBr 

(b) MrM.) Akbar 

(r) Mr Nani Palkivala 

(d) Mr Soli Sorabjee 

(e) None of these 

55 What is the estimated per cent increase m Gross 
Domestic Product at constant pnces in 1994-95^ 

(a) 62 I (b) 4.7 

(c) 5.3 (d) 7.3 

(e) 3.^ 

56. International Women's Day is observed on which 
of the following dates? 

(a) April 18 

(b) September 27 

(c) May 15 

(d) Octobers 

(e) Marchs 

57. Ustad Zakir Hussain is an exponent in which of 
die following musical instruments? 

(a) Santoor (b) Tabla 

(c) Star (d) Sarod 


(c) None of these 

58. An international conference on cardiology was 
held in February this year in which of the following cities? 

(a) New Delhi (b) Washington 

(c) London (d) Bombay 

(e) None of these 

59 The world number one position in international 
women's tennis as per ATP rankings is currerttly held by 
who among the following? 

(a) Maiy Pierce 

(b) Steffi Graff 

(c) Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

(d) Gabriela Sabatini 

(e) None of these 

60. VWio has directed the film "Bombay"’ 

(a) ShyamBenegal 

(b) Meera Nair 

(c) Shekhar Kapoor 

(d) Manirathnam 

(e) None of these 

61. Which of the following pairs of football teams 
played in the final of 51st Nahonal Football championship 
held in February this year? 

(a) West Bengal, Kerala 

(b) West Bengal, Maharashtra 

(c) West Bengal, Punjab 

(d) Punjab, Kerala 

(e) None of these 

62 Arhcle 254 ot the Indian Constitution describes 
which of the following’ 

(a) The Parliament has the power to mcrease the 
number of judges 

(b) The Union and States have concurrent 
powers to legislate on any matter 
enumerated in List III 

, (c) In case of any conflict between Union laivs 
and State laws, the Union laws shall prevail 

(d) The Union has exclusive power to make laws 
on any matter not enumerated in the concur¬ 
rent list or State list 

(e) The Governor of a State is the Executive head 
of the State Government 

63. Wheih of the following Japanese cities was ttie 
worst affected due to the earttiquake in January this year? 

(a) Tokyo (b) Koido 

(c) Hiroshima (d) Kobe 

(e) None of these 

64. The final of the World Candidates Chess Cham¬ 
pionship will be played by which of thefollowing pairs of 
players? 

(a) Anatoly Karpov and Gata Kamsky 

(b) Anatoly Karpov and Boris Gulfand 

(c) Boris Gulhind and Gata Kamsky 

(d) Valery Salov and Anatoly Karpov 

(e) Valery Salov and Gata Kamsky 
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65. Late Iftekar Ahmad was famous in which of the 
following fields? 

'(a) Acting (b) Singing 

(c) Musk (d) Literature 

(e) Journalism 

66. Which of the following countries is NOT a mem¬ 
ber of the South Asian Associaticm for Regiohal Coopera¬ 
tion (SAARC)? 

(a) l^utan (b) Maldives 

(c) Bangladesh (<Q Nepal 

(e) Myanmar 

67. During 1994-95, export of cut and polished 
diamonds registered a growth rate of: 

(a) 7.2 per cent 

(b) 8.2 per cent 

(c) 9.2 per cent 

(d) 10.2 per cent 

68. India's exports of gems and jewellery are set to 
cross: 

' (a) $5 billion (b) $3 billion 

(c) $4 billion {d) $6 billion 

69. The first ever regionai summit of seven South 
Asian countries (Bangladesh, Pal^tan, India, Bhutan, 
Nepal, Sri l,anka and Maldives) was held on Dec 7-8,1985 
at: 

(a) New Delhi (b) Kathmandu 

(c) Dhaka (d) Islamabad 

70. During the 10 years of its existence, the eighth 
SAARC summit was held in New Delhi in May, 1995 for 
the: 


75. As per the 1994-95 Economic Survey what was 
the total foodgrain production in 1993-94? 

(a) 150.1 millicm tonnes 

(b) 180.1 million tonnes 

(c) 182.1 million tonnes 

(d) 162.1 million tonnes 

76. As per the 1994-95 Economic Survey what was 
the economic growth rale for 1994-95? 

(<i) 4.3 per cent (b) 5.3 per cent 

(c) 6.2 per cent (d) 3.4 per cent 

77. Industrial growth during 1994-95 was estimated 
at: 


(a) 6 per cent (b) 7 per cent 

(c) 8 per cent (d) 9 per cent 

78. Who is author of the book "Freedom Behind 
Bars"? 


.(a) KiranBedi .... , 

(fc) Nelson Mandela'*'UfcrstJ 

(c) J.L. Nehru - ' f « HoovWy 

(d) Sheikh Abdullah 

79. What amount of foreign exchange was earned by 
coffee export in 1994? 

(a) I?s913crore (b) Rs929crore 

(c) Rs 1029 crore (d) Rs 813 crore 

80. According to Wall Str&i journal, which city has 
become the world capital of high rents? 

(a) Tokyo (d) Bombay 

(c) Hong Kong (d) Lexidon 


ANSWERS 


(a) first time in India 

(b) second time In India 

(c) third time in India 

(d) fourth time in India 

71. The production of goods by Khadi and Village 
Industries during 1993-94 recorded an increase of: 

(a) 9.5% (b) 10.5% 

(c) 115% (d) 12.5% 

72. The employment growth rate In small-scale in¬ 
dustry increased from 23 percent in 1992-93 to how much 
percentage in 1993-94? 

(a) 3.2 (b) 4.2 

(c) 5.2 (d) 5.3 

73. Production in smAII-scale industry increased 
from Rs 1,69,125 crore in 1992-93 to how mudi in 1993-94? 

(a) Rs 1,79,133 crore 

(b) Rs 1,80,133 crore 

(c) Rs 151,133 crore 

(d) Rs 152,133 crore 

74. According to Industry MiiUsfty'^ atmual report 
for 1994-95, smalhscide irdiuitry recorded what growth 
percentage? 

(a) Sperebid' , 0f) 6 per cent 

(c) 7pc^cen|: (d) ipp^cent 


1. 

(c) 

2. (a) 

3. (c) 

4. 

(fe) 

5. 

(«) 

6. (a) 

7. (b) 

8, 

(b) 

9. 

(c) 

10; (b) 

11. (d) 

12. 

(b) 

13. 

(d) 

14. (c) 

15. (d) 

16. 

(d) 

17. 

(b) Or^rd History of India by V. 

Smith, 

pas>e 806 

18. 

{b) 

19. (a) 

20. (a) 

21. 

(«) 

22. 

(b) 

23. (c) 

24. (d) 

25. 

(c) 

26. 

id) 

27. (a) 

28. (b) 

29. 

(b) 

30. 

(c) 

31. (b) 

32. (a) 

33. 

(d) 

34. 

(b) 

35. (c) 

36. (c)- 

37. 

(a) 

.38. 

(d) 

39. (b) 

40. (c) 

41. 

(b) 

42. 

(&) 

43. (a) 

44. (a) 

45. 

(d) 

46. 

ib) 

47. (c) 

48. (d) 

49. 

(c) 

50. 

(«) 

5-1. (c) 

52. (c) 


(c) 


54. (c) The author is A JVf. Bhatacharjee. P. 795 o/ April 
'95 issue 


55. (c) 

56. (e) 

57. (b) 

58. (d) 

59. (b) 

60. (d) 

61. (c) 

62. (c) 

63. (d) 

64. (a) 

65. (a) 

66. (e) 

67. (c) 

68. (a) 

69. (c) 

70. (b) 

71, (c) 

72. (a) 

73, (c) 

74. (c) 

75, (c) , 
79. (b) 

76. (b) 

77. (c) , 

78. (a) 


80..(b)T/ce annual rent per sq.ft, in Bombay is now 
$145.51. Next comes Hdq/o with annual rent per sq.ft. 
af$ 145,51. 
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OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Railway Recruitment Board Exam, 22nd Jan ’95 


Directions for Q. Nos 01 to 05. 
Pick up the correct antonym of the 
word in Capital Letters from the 
answer choices. 

1 ACQUIT 

(1) convict 

(2) addict 

(3) entrap 

(4) blame 

(5) None of these 

2 WANE 

(1) wax 

(2) pale 

(3) rosy 

(4) humility 

(5) None of these 

3 BARREN 

(1) fertile 

(2) ferhiity 

(3) nch 

(4) manured 

(5) Nonp of these 

4 INCREDULOUS 

(1) mdiffeient 

(2) irreligious 

(3) imaginahvc 

(4) believing 

(5) None of these 

5 SAGACIOUS 

(1) wise 

(2) voracious 

(3) Ignorant 
(4^ arbculatc 

(5) None of these 
Directions for Q. Nos 06 to 10. 
Pick up from the answer choices a 
synonym for each of tite following 
words given in Capital Letters: 

6 ABET 

(1) prevent 
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(2) assist 

(1) prohibit 

(4) inhibit 

(5) None of these 

7 AllURE 

(1) entrap 

(2) soothe 

(3) defy 

(4) tempt 

(5) None of these 

8 BEWILDER 

(1) edify 

(2) surprise 

(3) wild 

(4) uncivilised 

(5) None of these 

9 CAJOLE 

(1) flaunt 

(2) joking 

(3) flatter 

(4) happy 

(5) None of these 
10 DILIGENT 

(1) cogent 

(2) fighting 

(3) hesistant 

(4) industrious 

(5) Ncme of these 
Directions for Q. Nos 11 to 15. 

Read the following passage and 
write from the answer choice which 
follow questions. Correct answer 
for each Question on the Answer- 
sheet. 

When we look around us we see 
the gUnng uieqtialihes between man 
and man While the Consbtutioo and 
the laws ensure f n ordered society, it 
IS only our hard work and 'discipUijed 
conduct that will enable us to achieve 
our pocial objechves and«ec^momic 
goals that we ^ve set before us. Bapu 


rightly stressed "Democracy is the 
art and science of mobilizing the en¬ 
tire physical, economic and spiritual 
resources of all the various sections of 
the people in the service of the com¬ 
mon good of all " The puipose of 
tKivernment is to achieve this Our 
people possess intelligence in abun¬ 
dance, have immense capacity for 
hard work, and they feel for the 
country All this should be mobilized 
to the best advantage of the nation 
Again, to quote Gondhiji, "Swaraj of 
a fieople means the sum total of the 
swaraj (self-rule) of individuals And 
such swaraj comes only from perfor¬ 
mance by individuals, of then duty 
as citizens In it no one thinks of 
rights They come when they are 
needed for better performance of 
duty " It IS but proper that we remind 
ourselves, m this centenary year, of 
these teachings of the Fathei of the 
Nation 

11 Which of the tollowing will 
help us to achieve our social goals? 

(1) Scientific attitude 

(2) intelligent understanding 

(3) disciplined behaviour 

(4) none of these 

12 For which of the qualities the 
writer praises Indian people? 

(1) intelligence 

(2) hard work 

(3) patriotism 

(1) onlyl&2 

(2) only2&3 

(3) onIyl&3 

(4) All the three 

13 Gandhiji wanted Bie people 
to do Bietr dudes 

(1) wiBiout Bunking of their 
rights 

(2) wiBiout boBiering about 



others 

(3) without thinking of the 
form of die government 

(4) ncHie of these 

14. The writer does not say: 

(1) There are inequalities 
among the people 

(2) We can achieve our 
economic objective witl^ 
hard work 

(3) Democracy is the art of 
mobilizing all the resour¬ 
ces 

(4) Indians do not have the 
capacity to work hard. 

15. What IS the appropriate title 
for the passage? 

(1) Indian Democracy 

(2) Bapu's Advice 

(3) Bapu's Teachings and the 
People 

(4) An Advice 

Directions for Q. Nos 16 to 24. In 
the following passage numbered 
blank spaces are given. For each 
blank space some words or phrases 
are given in the answer choices. The 
candidates have to pick up the most 
appropriate answer choice for each 
blank space and have to write the 
respective number of the answer 
choices on the Answeivshwt. 

The 16 Disparity between 17 and 
the poor, in town and country 18 calls 
19 immediate attention and intel- 
li^nt action. Mobilization of rural 
ialrour should go hand 20 hand with 
the providing of facilities to men with 
small means. Government agencies 
alone cannot 21 these huge tasks. It 
requires a vast network of ^nuine 
cooperatives which can ^ and run by 
thousands of 23 workers devoting 
dteir time and 24 to ttie service of (he 
people in every nook and^ comer of 
the country. 

16. (1) Glittering 

bitter 

(3) glaring 

(4) ambiguous 

17. (1) rich 

(2) riches 

(3) arich 

(4) the rich 

18. (1) likewise ‘ 

(2) alike 


(3) similar 

(4) similarly 

19. (1) out 

(2) up 

(3) in 

(4) for 

20. (1) on 

(2) in 

(3) to 

(4) by 

21. (1) cope 

(2) cc^ up with 

(3) cope with 

(4) cope to 

22. (1) only be raised 

(2) be raised only 

(3) beonlyrised 

(4) raised only be 

23. (1) addicted 

(2) debilitated 

(3) intimidated 

(4) dedicated 

24. (1) strength 

(2) stamina 

(3) energies 

(4) intelligence 

Directions for Q. Nos 25 to 29. In 
each of the following groups of sen¬ 
tences select the one that is gram¬ 
matically incorrect If none of diem 
is incorrect take 5 your answer. 
Write die respective serial number 
of die select^ group of words on 
the Answer4heet 

25. (1) The day is warm. (2) It 
should be called to his attention. (3) 
He performed the job easy and quick. 

(4) The girl was unusually beautiful. 

(5) None of these. 

26. (1) It looks like it might rain. 

(2) We read each other's letto'. (3) I 
would sooner serve overseas than 
remain inactive at home. (4) His 
speech is so precise as to seem af- 
fKted. (5) Nrme of diese. 

27. (1) Immigration is when 
people come into a foreign country to 
live. (2) The remaining time was 
spent in prayer. (3) She coughed 
t^ughout winter last year. (4) Tlw 
method is diffnent from the one that 
was formerly used. None of diese. 

28. (l)Icaimotbeiievebutheis 

guitfy. diinks as clearly as Tohn. 

0 ) I shtfold not have done it. (4) He 
Indicated that die two boys were to 


go. (5) None of these. 

29. (IjHedid&cactly ashewas 
told. (2) What kind of a job have you? 

(3) We hoped to see you there. (4) The 
Blue house is differendy shaped than 
the red. (5) None of these. 

30. Write five sentences in 
English or Hindi on "Journey By 
Train." 

One word in each of die follow¬ 
ing questions (31 to 35) is mis-spelb 
Find out the word that is wrongly 
spelt 

31. (a) trully 

(b) sincerely 

(c) gratefully 

(d) dyeing 

32 (a) beleive i 

(6) concrete 

(c) dan^rous 

(d) proposition 

33. (a) peurile 

(6) coiKieve 

(c) derange 

(d) vacuum 

34. (a) vainity 

(b) frivolity 

(c) sanity 

id) dignity 

33. (a) grandeur 

(b) splandour 

(c) agrarian 

(d) equality 

Whidi of the phrases (D,(2)/(3) 
and (4) given below each sentence 
should replace the phrase printed in 
iialia to make the sentence gram¬ 
matically correct If (he sentence is 
correct as it is, mark (5) as the 
answer. 

36. They continued to work in 
the field desj^te of the bony rams. 

(1) Even though there is heavy 
rSin 

(2) although heavily rains 

(3) in ^ite the heavy rains 

(4) even though it rained 
heavily 

(5) No ctmectkm required 

37. Had you been told me about 
your problem, I would have helped 
you. 

(1) you would have told 

(2) Had you have tdd 
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(3) Had you told 

(4) Tf you have told 

(5) No correction a>quired 

38. They felthumiliated because 
they realized that they Imd chcaUii. 

(1) have been cheati*d 

(2) had been cheated 

(3) had been cheating 

(4) were to be cheated 

(5) No correction ret]uired 

39. He found the gold coins as he 
cleans the floor. 

(1) as he had cleaned 

(2) while he cleans 

(.3) which he is cleaning 

(4) while cleaning 

(5) No correction required 

40. Because of his mastery in 
this field, his suggestions are wide ac¬ 
cepted 

(1) are widely accepted 

(2) are wide acceptance 

(3) have widely accepted 

(4) have been wide accepted 

(5) No correction required 

In the following questions (41 
to 45) the sentences (a, b, c and d) are 
not in their proper sequence. Read 
the sentences carefully and arrange 
them in their natural sequence. 

41. (a) he is one 

(b) who evokes 

(c) of those characters 
(fi) extreme reactions 

(1) adbc 

(2) aedb 

(3) acbd 

(4) bacd 

42. (a) thingsareeasierforartists 
{b) the setting up of galleries 

(c) about the fact that with 

(d) there seems no doubt 

(1) deba 

(2) dbac 

(3) dabc 

(4) cbda 

43. (fl) made life for itself 

(b) much easier by aban¬ 
doning 

(c) doordarshan has now 
(<0 most of socialistic goals 

(1) ebad 

(2) edab 


(3) dabc 

(4) cabd 

44. (a) iastructors at the Univer¬ 

sity have been making 
(b) over the last decade 
(f) the computer's potential 
in the class-room 
(d) optimal use of 

(1) bacd 

(2) bade 

(3) beda 

(4) a b d c 

45. (a) the feast of meat and rice 

(b) had it to its fill 

(c) and the whole village 

(d) was prepared near the 
well 

(1) adbc 

(2) bacd 

(3) a deb 

(4) abdc 

In the following questions (46 
to 50), for the underlined idiom in 
each sentence, four meanings or 
choices are given. You are required 
to choose the right meaning. 

46. 1 startled him from his brown 
.study. 

(1) idle and pleasant thoughts 

(2) serious conversation 

(.3) preparation for examina¬ 
tion 

(4) none of these 
47 There is no place for a clo.se- 
fisted man in the company of friends. 

(1) a conspirator 

(2) a miser 

(3) a proud person 

(4) a backbiter 

48. The employee was in the 
habit of going on French leave . 

(1) earned leave 

(2) special leave 

(3) absence without permis¬ 
sion 

(4) absence with prior intima¬ 
tion 

49. The witness was paid hush 
money before the case came up for 
hearing. 

(1) wages 

(2) profits 
>(3) bribe 




(4) none of these 

50. He talked nonsense and 
made a laughingstock of his hearers. 

(1) an object of pity 

(2) an object of admiration 

(3) an object of indifference 

# 

(4) an object of ridicule 


ANSWERS 


1. (1) 

2. (5) 

3. (1) 


4. (4) 

5. (3) 

. 6. (2) 


7. (4) 

8. (5) 

9. (3) 


10. (4) 

11. (3) 

12. (4) 


13. (1) 

14. (4) 

15. (3) 


16. (3) 

17. (4) 

18. (2) 


19. (4) 

20. (2) 

21. (3) 


22. (1) 

23. (4) 

24. (3) 



25. (2) 'it should be brought to his 
notice' and (3) 'he performed 
the jdb easily and quickly'. 


26. (1) 'it looks as if it might rain'. 

27. (5) 

28. (1) 'I cannot believe that he is 

guilty' 

29. (4) The Blue house is shaped dif¬ 

ferent from the Red one, 

30. Journey by Train 

A journey by train means dif¬ 
ferent experiences to different 
people. It is exciting for the young 
but business-like for the grown ups. 
It enables us to sit together in ohe 
compartment and break the age-old 
barriers of caste, colour and creed. 
It takes us to various parts of the 
country and opens before us a rich 
panorama of 'unity in diversity'. It 
is indeed a vibrant victory of 
science and technology over time 
and space. 

31. (a) truly 

32. (fl) believe 

33. (1>) conceive 

34. (a) vanity ^ 

35. (b) splendour 


36. 

(4) 

37. 

(3) 

38. 

(2) 

39. 

(4) 

40. 

(1) 

41. 

(3) 

41. 

(1) 

43. 

(4) 

44. 

(2) 

45. 

(3) 

46. 

(1) 

47. 

(2) 

48. 

<3) 

49. 

(3) 

50. 

(4) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find out the missing numben 
1 22,21,25,16,32, 


(a) 14 (b) 13 

(c) 12 

(d) 7 

(e) 

15 

46,47,43,52,36, 
(a) 42 (ft) 61 

(o) 51 

(d) 34 

(0 

29 

7,32,14,24,21, 

(a) 29 (b) 16 

(c) 18 

(d) 17 

(t) 

23 

23,32,45,54, 66, 
(a) 72 (b) 84 

(<) 66 

(d) 68 

(0 

75 

9,21,45,93,189, 
(a) 381 (b) 211 

(c) 343 

(d) 414 

U) 

415 

4,8,12,32,6,7,13, 




(a) 40 (b) 38 

(c) 51 

(d) 15 

(0 

i? 

6,9,15,24,39, 

(a) 63 (b) 53 

(c) 47 

(d) 61 

(O 

71 

3,1,4,4, 5,9, 

(a) 11 (b) 13 

(t) 6 

(d) 16 

(0 

7 


15 



1 

4 

49 

7 

2 

* 

o 

i 

IM 

4 

4 


8 


Qs. 9 '12. In all the questions given below, numbers 
in four of them have a similar relationship Your task is 
to find the odd*man out. 


(a) 81 {/>) 64 U) 84 (d) 53 (t) 68 

Qs 16 '18 Which set of letters can be filled in Hte 
gaps to complete the series? 

16 x-xzyw z>xyx/-xyx->xyxi! 

(a) v\sx «>) /xyz 

(d) /xzy (t) None of these 

17 caa - ccaab - c a • bti aab - caa 


(0 yxyz 


18 


bcca (6) bbcc (c) btac 

(rf) btba (t) None ot these 

g'fghfg-ghghfg-fgfgh 
[a) hfhg (I>) hghf (c) ghgh 

(d) gfgh (f) None of these 

Find the odd-man out: 


9 

(«) 

(d) 

3 

1 

8 

0 

(b) 

(<’) 

6 35 

9 80 

(0 

7 

50 

19 

(a) 

(d) 

FI 

TX 

(b) 

(t) 

BF 

ZD 

(0 

JM 

10 

(a) 

6 

23 

W 

3 n 

(0 

1 

3 

20 

(a) 

IJN 

(b) 

SQU 

(c) 

XVZ 


(d) 

8 

31 

{«’) 

5 18 




(d) 

MH 

(f) 

FClI 



11 

(a) 

21 

24 

{b) 

28 32 

(0 

11 

16 

21 

(a) 

C,HK 

(b) 

IJN 

(0 

STW 


Id) 

70 

80 

(<■) 

54 62 




(d) 

MNQ 

U) 

YZC 



12 

(a) 

26 

12 

W 

44 20 

(‘) 

10 

3 

22 

(a) 

XC 

ib) 

SH 

(r) 

VF 


(d) 

32 

14 

(0 

22 9 




(d) 

ir 

(•) 

QJ 




Qs. 13.'15. Find out the missing number (in ques¬ 
tions 13 and 14, the arrangement of numbers is the 
same). 

13 




49 ! 

L 


J 

0 


h 

L 

It 

25 

□ 


(a) 7 (b) 10 (c) 11 (d) 8 


(0 9 


14 


4* » 4 


(a) 93 (b) 63 (c) 87 (d) 81 (e) 69 


Find out the missing letters and numbers. 


23 J 


10 


c/ 

(rt) 


K"' 

II" 

C’ 

n' 


1^ 


12 


(b) (f) (d) M’’ (f) a' 



(^; I 


(d) 4 


(«•) B 


25 How many triangles are there in this figure’ 



(a) 10 (b) 13 (O 13 (d) 18 
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Which figure fiom 1,2,3,4 and 5 would be the next one in the series? 


PROBIEMFIGUMS 



0 

1 

56 0 

0 

II 

II 

0 

X 

X 

0 

4 

X u 
X o 

X 

utx 

0 

V 

X '3’ 

4 X 

? V 

^ CD 
□ 

□ 

®4 V 
V 

e- 

4- 

(p 

X 

e 

e- 

X 

$ 

4- 

■0- 

4-4- 

-IV 

A 

r 

A 

w 

vn 

r 

A 

V 

“1 

0 








0 


0 


0 

X 

0 X 

□ X 


AX 

A 

A 

V 

A 

0 <!> 

<=> 4 - 

<PA 

□ ' 

0 ct>n 


□ <?> 

+ 

4 > 


4 - 



<14- 

4+ 



0 

•H- =): 


? + 

® 4" + D 6 (ib 

? O o i o ? 


ee 

e 


(P 

CP 


XX 

XX 

4-4- 


0 


0 

r 

A 

V 

A 


r 

r 

r 



4- ® 

C7 ? □ 


0(D 

X4- 




V A 



<—> 
>—< 






□ H 
wV 



C:9 A 

□ 3C 
HV □« 



«7 «A «A wV «A 
XDOC HOXDH 
□ □ 
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o s 

OX 

7 

oo 

oo 

oo 

3» 

d 


X 


t 

i 

r a 

H i 

Di 

17 


V 


7 

4(L 

A 


A 




C cl> 

□ 

□ 

41 

r 

r 

iT 

i7 

n 

c; 

LJ 

n 

n 


\4 


'C4 


-6 

A ? 



■€ 

Q 

4 _ 

=3 

4 5 

y § 

4 5 

S O 



7 

A 

14 

S 

A 


0 

7 

7 

U O 

WU 

A 

X + 

O w 

+ 0 

w V 

0 □ 

» □ « 

X 0 

O V 

+ □ 

« X 


□ V 

X □ 

O X 

+ o 

— 

“1 

“h 



$ r—■ 




•=> 

SE3 

GQ 

Eli 


o 

O 

O 

o 

EE] O 

FF1 






T 

o 

il 

TO 


1. ii 

± 


TT 

± 

0 

TT 

.0 T 


ilO 

t □ 

U« 

C 






n 


o 



»o 

□ i 

w 

r\ 

r\ 




DUC 

cue 

cc:) 

:)nD 

rs 



w 



OOO 

O 

fed 

t 

oo X 
o 

d 

i 

oox 

X 

d 

» 

oox 

o 

d 

i 

ox X 

O 

a 

* 

-6- 

7 

17 «<> 

4 A 






A 

E 

oj -e- 

!2J 

B 

m 

nil 

ill 

ill 

lit 

iTi 

u 


Q 

Q 

111 ^ 


il 
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mam 


/K ¥ 
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i 
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5 

p 

D- E 

y s 

^ § 


^ s 

S 

5 


O 


n 

A 

« V 

A A 

A A 


i7 




■H 


X' 

V X 

□ X 

V X 

□ X 

w 0 

0 o 

0 o 

0 o 

V o 

+ □ 

w □ 

w + 

w + 

td + 

O X 

> 





•=> 


=5 

=> 


o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

c[ri!i 

m 


m 

m 

fe> 



4 > 

9 

oil 


oTT 

To 

0 


TT 


TT 

ii 

T 

OT 

T 


T 

o. 

O) 

< 

c •• 

«Cf 

« U 

<«u 

i n 

C 

iC 



r\ 

r> 

n 

C3C 

DEC 

ouc 

DED 

DEC 



n, 

n 

V,/ 
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a w 

<s» “ 

^ o 

1/) a 

aS 

t <!> 

t * 

t «b 

t <i> 

1X0 

<1X0 

slx0 


0<B 

0 



e 

6 

<D 

4= 


4= ^ 

It 



0 

□o 

O 

O 

□ V 

□V 

A 

□ A 

□ A 

O X 

X 

+ 

X 

+ 


t 9 



<J» ilr 

t 9 

a 

DB 

9 1 

o 

S D 


<0 


SX 


9 

SI 

o 

A 

H 

1t 0 

* e 

if V 

X 

tt ® 

+ 

A 


x 

A 

O A 

□ 

A O 

AD 


□ 

xo 

□ + 

O 

+ □ 


The first two figures have a definite relationship. Your task is to find out the right figure from 1,2,3,4 and 5 for 
the question>mark In Problem Figures so that the second set may have the same rmationship. 


riMNUMinGUUS _ _I t f _ * < 


“ V 

m 

r 


i^B 



[a 



f 

n 

f 

-£ + 

• 

t > 

¥~ 

o* Y 

/K -E* 

9 < 

-e 9 

a 


w. 

« 

V 

A 

m 

A 

H 


t 

* f*o 

v-» 

r\ 

■»+>* 
«t» □ 

H A 

O 

Y 

T 

h€ A 
> 

X O 

^ Y 
> 

X O 

<IA 
X O 

< Y 
X o 

s. 

X O 



• 

A 

A 

A 

A 


J 

> 

tD 

“Ji 

>—• 


« 

3_ 

r 

Q> 


GX 

« 

P__ 

tD 



a a 

D B 

? H 

U. 

a A 

O D 

B Cl 

n ? 

n 9 

a B 

a a 

• 

L°J 

<• 


a a 

d n 

B a 

a D 

O 7 

A -f* 

B B 

D [] 

B D 

B d 

□ a 

d B 

A O 

4- y 

^ ri- 

O 7 

0 f 

A A 

A 

A O 

o A 

4* A 

‘"V 


T 



(§) 
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Find die odd*nian out* 


A_I_c_D_t 


M 



<§> 

fSi 

<7 

M ^ 



Vi 

M 

u: 



n 


i 

i i 

I 

i 

7t 

V 

□ 

a R 

© o 

n 

r\ 

O 

f 

tol 

n 

ti " 


u 


n 

^ / 


1 ^ 


71 

0 < 


© 


74 

m i 

_U_ —1— 

0^ S c 1 

■--8-, 

C VJt 2 
° 

,, .T.-, 

1 a a 1 

9 

71 

Vn 

9 

A o 

YYYY 

0 J| 4 it 0 



ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1 (4) Go on deducting and adding 2^, 3^ ^ by turns 

2 (b) Reverse Hie pioiev of qu <1 ,><*, add 1* Ihen subtract 2^ add 

y 

3 (b) There are two senes, 7,14,21 and 32,24,16 

4 (r) In sets of two. Hie digits of preceding number are levened 

5 (a) Eadi next number IB double plus 3 of the preceding number 

6 (e) 4+8«U4 x8=:SZ,6-)-7>13,6x7-:42 

7 M Each number to the sum of Its two preceding numbers 
& (c^ TlMliieaietwoscn«h,3,4,9,6 andl^y2^^^ 

9 (c) TherdatiGivHupBaioi^nuiiHieisisx x^-1 

10 ^ IheielatiQnshipisx.dx-'l 

11 The ntn among alt the other numbers is 7 8 

12 DediMtafiDOithefnstmqiHjerandHiendividebytwotoget 


theseccmd 


13 (0 


14 (>' 


I 15 (b) {(64l) + ir 

16 (c) Ihe senes IS xyxzy/xyxzy/ 

17 (i) Ihe senes ncaabc/caabc/'cas 

18 W The senes Is gh%h/%%h/g^f^/^ 

10 (i) All the others have difference of 3 tettam 

20 (e) 21 (b) 

22 (iO Same ponbon from two ends 

23 (e) Correi^pondingnuiid»i!Btolettefsaddupln22. 

24 (a) Numb« matches with the poslHon of lettar IP alphabets 

25 (e) 

I 26 to 5^ For antwemg Ifute ^uttHons Hit moemeni of 

each figure mdependeHtly as well as m retotiansk^ mHi otherfigures 
Mark dianges m shape thetr speed and duerttOH ef movtnuHl Fof 
lowing hmts m^hl help you 

I The movement may be dockwae anti docktoiltoiupanddown 
or vice versa to opposite comets at round ot across the other 
figures Ehfiercnt figures may follow differettt paths 

II I he figures may revolve or turn uf«ide down or may tilt at Hie 
I same position or may do so duni^ their movement (Example 

questions 32 33 36) 

III Ihe figures may move at a constant pace or may cover one or 
two extra steps during thetr movement (fixaitiple—Circle m 
question 26) 

IV ngures may appear or disappear or appear after a few steps 
aa ordtng to a set pattern (Sample questions 27,45) 

V Something may be regularly added to the flgurt (Sample— 
(Question 29 (one line two bnes) Question 38 (one leaf left and 
nght)) 


26 

(5) 

27 

(1) 

28 

(4) 

29 

0) 

30 

(2) 

31 

(5) 

32 

(4) 

33 

(5) 

34 

(3) 

35 

(1) 

36 

(?) 

37 

0) 

38 

(5) 

39 

m 

40 

(5) 

41 

(4) 

42 

(2) 

43 

W 

44 

(2) 

45 

(3) 

46 

(5) 

47 

(1) 

48 

(4) 

49 

(3) 

50 

(1) 

51 

(2) 

52 

(5) 

53 

(1) 

54 

0) 

55 

(4) 


% (l) The inner figure rotates and becomes outer figure. Hie outer 
figure goes inside turning upside down 

57 (4) Mark the movements of figures 

58 (4) Chic part of the inner figure is added to the outer one and vice 

venia 

59 (5) Made the movements of different hguras 

60 (3) Marie how figures cross each other 

61 (2) Parts of Hiehgures at comer combine to fona Hie inner figure 

62 (3) See the pattern 

63 (1) See how each squmrotates 

64 (3) 65 (2) 

66 D The inner figure should have one bne less Hum the outer 

figure 

67 D lanes are on the wrong wle 

68 B Figurea die on wrong ^ges 

69 B The pattern Bi the middle IS wrong 

70 D The bnes of the figures St the iipptr comer combme as sudi 

and form a figure m Hw opposite comer 

71 E Ihe figure wiHi a square should be opposite to Y and the one 

with a knob oppOHte to SROw. 

72 C All the oHier inside figuiebhfivedlMBMekta 

73 B The directwn of lines fomimiftfwpBHtoA to wrong 

74 C Ears and lips should have the same ah(^ 

75 E Number of biMS or piltemfonnin| Hie figunbelow the line 

should hin« oito hM «x|», Iwn the miNM ie the same 
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TEST OF REASONING—11 

Find die odd>man out: I (c) injection: prevention , 

1 (a) anger (h) love (c) hatred (d) paisa. rupee 


(</) flattery (e) liking 

2 (rt) dtiggor (h) spear (c) sword 

(d) gun O’) knife 

3 (fl) lactometer (b) barometer (c) diameter 

(d) hydrometer (e) thermometer 


4 (fl) camel 

(b) goat 

(c) cow 

(d) sheep 

(e) dog 


5. (fl) violin 

(b) guitar 

(c) sitar 

(d) veena 

(ej piano 


6 (fl) sneeze 

(b) whistle 

(c) snore 

(d) cough 

(f) hiccup 


7 (fl) .‘Icorpio 

(b) Cancer 

(c) Capricorn 

(d) Equator 

(e) Tauras 


8 (fl) Bhils 

(b) Tixlas 

(l) Sikhs 

(d) Nagas 

((•) Maoris 



Items given in questions 9 to 16 have a definite 
relationship. Your task is to pick-up from the options the 
set with similar relationship. 

9 rose: flower 

(a) aeroplane; sky 

(b) man humanity 

(c) peacock:bird 

(d) Lata Mangeshkar music 

10 boy: man 

00 infant • child {b) book • volumes 

00 bachelor. couple (d) chiiir. sota-set 

11 gun ■ pistol 

00 pen. ink (b) metre. distance 

(r) wine vine (d) table .‘drum 

12. gangsters' under-world 

(«) gods:heaven i 

(b) monks: holy-order 
0) citizens:legislation 
(d) students: school 

13. language: c'ommunication 

(a) gestures; habit 

(b) vehicles: transportation 

(c) law. discipline 

(d) diving: swunming 

14. walk:run 

(a) planet:star 

(b) school university , 


15 coat.winter 

(a) fashion. models 

(b) chart. education 

(c) bed • rest 

00 vaccination: epidemic 

16 water clouds 
(fl) scooters cars 

(b) knowledge*: alertness 

(c) fruit trees 
OO . grocer 

If the second half of the following alphabets is writ¬ 
ten in reverse order followed by the first half as such: 
'ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ' 

17 Which letter would be in the middle of 17th letter 
from the end and 12th letter from the beginning? 

(fl) Q (b) C (c) O 

(d) P (c) None of these 

18 Which letter would be fourth to the left of tenth 
letter from right ^ (L c->R) 

(fl) N (b) H (c) A 

(if) U (e) None of these 

19. Which two letters having 12 letters between them 
in the alphabehcal order have the same number of letters 
between them in this arrangement as well? 

(fl) n&V (b) E&V (c) D&W 

(d) l&R (c) None of these 

20 If it IS possible to make a word with second, fourth, 
fifth and seventh letters of the word MUSI IROOM, which 
would be the third letter of that word’ 

(fl) U (b) H (c) R 

(d) O (c) No word can be formed 

According to a certain code: 

'My father is sick' is 'nuk tik pel bam' 

'Take sick to hospital' is 'sig bam zen hup' 

'There is no hospital' is 'dor pel cux sig' 

Take my mother there' is 'zen fut dor tik' 

21. Which word is coded as 'cux'? 

(fl) there (Ii) is ** (c) no 

(d) hospital (e) None of these 
2Z The code word for'sick'is: 

(fl) sig (b) bam . (c) flk 

(d) pd (e) None of these 

Ihe code for'my mother father'would be... 

(fl) futnukflk (b) nuk pd tik 
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(C) zenfuttik id) zenpelnuk 

(e) Noneoffliese 

24. IfSIGNATUREiscodedasQKEPYVSTQthecode 
for PRIMARY would be: 

(fl) NTGOCTW <b) NTGOYTW 

(c) NTGOYPW id) NPGOYPW 

(e) Noneofth^e 

Questions 25 to 28 ate based on the following infor¬ 
mation: 

Among A, B, C, O, E and P: 

(I) A earns more than F but less than B. 

(TI) The combined income of C and D is equal to 
F's income. 

(III) B docs not earn as much as H. 

(IV) F- earns naore than F. 

(V) D's income is two-thirds of C's income. 

25. Who earns the most/ 

(fl) A ib) B (c) E 

id) F (e) None of these 

26. If the six persons' names were written in order 
of the amount earned by them and we started counting 
from the highest, whose name would be on third num¬ 
ber? 

(fl) A (b) B (c) C 

(d) F (e) Noneoftiiese 

27. If F earns Rs 12450 per month what is the income 
of C per month? 

(«) Rs7470 ib) Rs6750 (c) Rs7860 

id) Rs 8300 (e) None of these 

28. Which information is superfluous? 

(a) I ib) 111 (c) IV 

id) V (e) None 

29. If 6th April of a certain year fell on Wednesday, 
20th September of the same year would be on: 

(a) Thursday (b) Friday (c) Monday 

id) Saturday (e) Tu^day 

30. In a fomily of four Mr Kashinath is four years older 
than his wife and their daugliter was bom three years after 
her brother. The total of their ages is 115 but five years baeV 
the total age of parents was four times of the total age of 
children. Idow old is Mrs Kashinath now? 

(a) 39 * ib) 41 (c) 40 

(rO 43 (e) None of these 

. Shivani, Akhileth, phacmvii^ Prem Sin|;h and 
Renuka belong to five diltterent States nf India and hold 
tile higheM posts in ti>eir own Rsid of techntdogy. Read 
the ineonnatim given below and answer tiie questions 
that follow: 

The States to which they belcmg are U.P., M.P., Bihar, 
Gujarat and Maharashtra. 

Their fields of teduWpgy lue—fertilizerB, computers, 
soMr enei^ atom^ enei^ an^lj^paceoaft 

or GiiftROt'lBtid hiii^e with fierti^ 


Shivani and Renuka have no knowledge of spacecraft 
or fertilizers nor they belong to M.P. or Bihar. 

[^rmvir does not belong to Bihar nor is interested in 
spacecraft. 

The officers in-charge of fertilizer is from M.P., 
spacecraft is from Bihar and atomic energy is from U.p. 

Shivani has notiung to do with solar energy. 

The person interested in computers is not from 
Gujarat 

31. The computer expert is: ' 

(fl) Shivani (b) Akhilesh (c) Dharmvir 

id) Prem Singh (e) Renuka 

32. Prem Singh belongs to: 

(fl) U.P. (b) M.P. (c) Bihar 

id) Maharashtra (e) Gujarat 

33. The expert in solar energy belongs to: 

(a) U.P ib) M.P. (f) Bihar 

id) Maharashtra (e) Gujarat 

34. In which department does Dharmvir hold the 
highest post? 

(a) computers (b) fertilizers 

(c) solar energy (d) atomic energy 

. (tf) spacecraft 

35. Which of the following combination is correct? 

(a) Akhilesh; spacecraft: Gujarat 

(b) Prem Singh: fertilizers: U.P. 

(c) Dharmvir; atomic energy: U.P. 

(d) Shivani: solar eneigy: Maharashtra 

(e) All the above are correct 

Q. 36-42. In each question pven beUno arepmn two state¬ 
ments followed by four conclusions numbered /, II, III and IV. 
You have to take die two given statements to be true even if they 
seem to be at variancefrom commonly known frets. Read all the 
conclusions and then decide which of the given conclusbns 
logically follow from the statements, disregarding commonly 
known frets. 

Statements: 

36. 1.' Some trees are rocks. 

2. All rocks are stars. 


Conclusions: 

1. Some stars are trees. 
n. No star is a tree, 
m. Some trees are not stars, 
rv. All stars are rocks. 

(a) Only I and II follow. 
ib) QnlyinfoUows. 

(c) Only n and III follow. 
id) ^Only I and 111 follow. 

(e) Only IV follows. 

(a) 0 ib) □ (c) □ id) 


, . ' 'flf . V, 
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Statements' 

37. 1. All dolls are cakes. 

Z All cakes ai¥ biscuits. 

Conclusions. 

1 All biscuits are dolls 
II. Some biscuits are dolls, 
ni. All dolls are biscuits. 

IV. Some biscuits are not dolls. 

(a) Only HI and IV follow 
(h) Only 11 and III follow 

(c) Only I and III follow 

(d) Only 1,11 and IV follow 

(e) None follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

Statements 

38 1 Some letters are knives. 

2 Some knives are jugs. 

Conclusions 

I Some letters are jugs 

II All letters are jugs 

in Some jugs are not letters 
IV No letter is a jug. 

(<i) Only n and IV follow 

(b) Only II, III and IV follow 

(c) Either I or IV follow 

(d) Only ni and IV follow 

(e) None follows 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statements 

39. 1. All flowers are guns 
2. Some guns are horses 

Conclusions 

I All flowers are horses 
n No flower is a horse 
HI. Some horses are not guns. 

IV. Some horses are flowers. 

(a) Only H and in follow. 

(b) Either II or IV follow. 

(c) Only I follows. 

(d) Only IV follows. 

(e) None follows 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements; 

40. 1 All rivers are glaciers. 

2. Some volcanoes arc glaciers. 

Conclusions: 

I. All glaciers are rivers. 

U. Some gtacicfs are not volcanoes. , 


m. Every glacier is either river or volcano. 

IV. Some rivers are volcanoes. 

(a) Only U and IV follow. 

(b) Either I or lU follow. 

(c) Either n or III follow. 

(d) Only I and HI follow. 

(e) None follow.s. • 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) U 

Statements 

41. 1. All the thieves were punished. 

2. Mahesh was punished. 

Conclusions 

1. Mahesh was a thief. 

II No one else was punished except thieves. 

HI Mahesh was not a thief 
IV. Some people other than thieves were also 
punished 

(«) Either I or HI follow 

(b) Both I and HI follow. 

(c) Only 1 and H follow. 

(d) Either HI or IV follow 

(e) None follows 

(a) □ (b) □ (f) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements 

42 1 Some buses are helicopters 

2. Some helicopters float 

Conclusions 

I Some buses can float 

II Nothing else can float except helicopters. 

HI Some helicopters are not buses. 

IV No bus can float 

(a) Only Hi and IV follow 

(b) Only I and IV follow 

(c) Either I or IV follow. 

(d) Only HI follows 
(c) None follows. 

(a) U (li) Q (c) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Q. 43. to 49. In each questwn below is given a statement 
followed {y three assumptions numbered I, H and III An as¬ 
sumption IS something supposed or taken for granted. You have 
to consider the statement and the assumptions and dedde which 
of the assumptions is implicit in the statement. Then decide 
whicJi eftiw answers is correct. * 

Statement: 

43. Many women organizations'^have held 
demonstrations in front erf a flieatre showing a certain 
movie and have sent petitions to the Minister «on" 
cemed and the Cluinnan of Film C^or Board to ban 
the fllm. * 
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Assumptions: 

L Only the Minister and the Film Censor Board 
have power to ban the movie 
n. Movie has some obscenity which is an insult 
to womanhood. 

m. Women (H-ganisations ate alert and concerned 
about morals and values. 

(a) Only I and n are implicit. 

(b) Only II and ni are implicit 

(c) Only I and III are implicit 

(d) None is implicit 

(e) All are implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 


Statement- 

44 Some of the leaders are very much against the 
investments made by multinational giants and bdieve that 
only a Swadeshi approach to development can bring about 
economic upliftment for the country. 

Assumptions 

I. The outsiders are too powerful to allow the 
Swadeshi industries to stand on theu- feet 
n. The horizon of these leaders is very limited 
and narrow. 

111. These leaders are more concerned about com¬ 
mon masses rather than the big fish. 

(a) Only 1 and 111 are implicit 

(b) Either I and II is implicit or I and 111. 

(c) All are implicit 

(d) None IS implicit 

(e) Only 1 is implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (e) Q (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement; 

45. Mr X, an accused in a murder case was shot dead 
by some unidenHfied assailants while he was on his way 
to toe locrd district court 

Assumptions: 

I. He was shot by the gang to which he 
belonged. 

n. He was shot as an act of revenge, 

m. His friends were ashamed of him so they shot 
him. 

(a) Eitoerll or in is implicit 
{b) Either I or U is implicit 

(c) Both I and n are implicit 

(d) Only 1 is implicit 

(e) None is in^Ucit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) O. (d) □ (e) □ 

SUdOHtbii: ' 

46. A university is Intnadiadng, numy jobtopi^tylpd 
courses to technolo^ mahalpnent 


Assumphons: 

I. The stereo-type education results in un¬ 
employment 

n. Young people ddng these courses are bound 
to get suitable jobs. 

lU. With introductimi of toese new courses, ail 
toe students will get admission in imiversity. 

(a) Only land Dare implicit 

(b) Only n and ni are implicit 

(c) Only II is implicit 

(d) Only I is implicit 

(e) None is implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

47. The scrutiny of a special science project for junior 
schools revealed that although about 3000 science kits had 
bear sanctiemed by toe government only 20% schools 
received them. 

Assumptions 

I. Jimior schools had no utility for toese kits. 

IL The money sanctioned for buying these kits 
was misused. 

m. The remaining schools already had these 
kits. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit 

(b) Only n is implicit 

(c) Only m is imfdicit 

(d) Only I and n are impliat 

(e) None is implicit 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

48. The migratory birds toatcome to India every year 
horn far off countries across the mighty Himalayas have 
begun their homeward journey in hordes. 

Assumptions 

I. The birds would again come next year. 

II. The birds can’t stand high temperature of 
summers. 

in. The birds ftdlow toe same route every year. 

(a) Only I and II are implicit 

(b) Only Hand maw implicit 

(c) Only land mare implicit 
(iO None is implicit 

(e) AH are implicit 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

Statement: 

49. When a fanner accidentally played toe stereo cas¬ 
sette of Michael Jackson, he was suiprised to see toe wild 
pigs and monkeys running away horn his held. 
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Atsitmphons 

1 Indian animals do not appreciate western 
music 

il The fast beats and high tcmes of music scared 
them 

111 The cassette had been especially made to 
drive the wild animals away 

(a) Only I and II aie implicit 

(b) Only II is implicit 

(i) Either II or 111 is implicit 

(d) All the three are implicit 

(e) None is implicit 

(a) □ (h) H (i) □ (rf) □ (r) □ 

Q ‘iO 5(t In mh qutslion qiivn below a slatemeni is 
follflUHfl bt/ lime courses of actions numbered I II and III A 
lourst ofaittoH isasteporanadmimstratioediasiontobetakcn 
for unprnvcment pllow up or further uttwn tn ngard to the 
problem polity etc on the basis of tlw information ^ven in the 
statement You have to assume everything in the statement to be 
tiue, then decide lohich of the three suggisteil courses of action 
logually follows pr put suing 

Statement 

50 State budgets are not sutficient for family welfare 
programme', observes the Family Welfan* Secretary of a State 

Courses of action 

I He should request the Centre to sanction 
some funds ear-marked for this parbcular 
programme 

II He should inv ite pnv ate organisations to lend 
a helping hand 

III He iihouid drop some of the proposals and 
ad|ust the programme according to the 
budget saneboned 

(a) Only I and Ill are right 
{b) All are reasonable 

(c) Only I and II are nght 

(d) Only II IS right 

(e) None IS right 

(a) J {b) a (r) U (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement 

51 The arrest of some of the foreigners who were 
accused of practising black-magic has become an embar¬ 
rassing mternabonai afteir 

Courses efadtem 

1 These foreigners should be handed over to 
their respeeb ve countries alcmg with tite list of 
charges against them 
U They should be released immediately 
in They should be punished accordmg to toe 
law of toe ccnmtiy in which they have been 
arrested 

{a) Only I and m follow 


(d) □ {e) □ 


(b) Only 11 follows 

(c) All toe three follow 

(d) Any one of the three IS ngbt 

(e) Either I or III is right 

Statements 

52 Murders of residents 6f colonies by thieves and 
burglars have shoe ked the whole city and toe people living 
in these new colonies feel very unsafe 

Courses cf Actum 

I The city needs a 'red-alert' 

II Colonies should appoint their own guards 
m The city should be handed over to army 

(a) Only I follovc s 

(b) Only II follows 
(t) Only III follows 

(d) Only 11 and III follow 
(p) None follows 

(a) □ (b) J (() □ (d) J (I) J 

Statement 

55 It IS suspected that the huge amount of money 
generated by smuggling goes to terrorist activities 

Courses ofoitioii 

I An operation search of recipients of this 
money should be organised 

II All fnendly nabons should join hands to fight 
wito this evil 

III leery smuggler should bo given capital 
punishment 

(a) Only I IS right 
{b) Only Tl IS right 

(c) Both I and II are right 

(d) Only III IS nght 

(e) All the three are reasonable 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) u (p) a 

Statement 

54 During a raid, the police of a country found 
evidence of development of germ and nuclear weapons as 
well as some secret documents concerned with uranium, 
but the mam culpnt had run away 

Courses ctf actum 

I A conunittee of experts should be fonned to 
test toe weapems and destrd^ them 
n The secret documents ^ould be sealed and 
kqit m sate custody 

III A photograph of the culpnt should be 
r^ularly flashed cm TV wito an appeal to 
toe autoonties in getting 1^ ! 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) Ononis right. 
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(c) Only n and 111 aie nght 

(d) All are nght 

(e) Only I and Q are nght 

(a) a {b) a (c) a id) u <c) a 

statemetU 

55 On a rertain old road, accidents are constantly 
increasing 

Courses c^OLtion 

I The road should be made broad 

II Traffic police should be appointed there 

ni Road should be divided into hs o pai ts u ith a 
divider to check collision 
(a) Only 11 and 111 are right 
(li) Only I IS right 
(r) All the thieeaie right 

(d) None IS nght 

(e) Only 1 and 111 aic right 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (.) J 

Statement 

56 The new product of a company is not selling \ ery 
well 

Courses of action 

1 The company should stop the productions of 
this new item 

II The company should gi\ e sufficient public ity 
to it 

III They should introduce some sales promotion 
schemes 

(a) Only I and II follow 
\b) Only II and III are nght 

(c) Either I or III is right 

(d) All are nght 

(e) None IS right 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (i) J 

Q 57 to 6S Below is given a j)a'<\age follomd by semral 
possible inferences — which can be drawn ftom the fai ts slahd in 
the passaf^ You have to examine each inference si paialely in the 
emtext the passage and decide upon its deg'te of itulh oi 
falsity Mark your answers 

A if the inference is defmitely true 
B if probably true 
C if data IS madeejuate 
D if probably false 
E. if d^initely false 

In a determined bid to regain the ccmfidence of die 
poor, the Ministers concerned have been directed to 
reetriKrture the two decade old 20 Mint programme to suit 
the fast chon^itg needs of ttie mams While retaining die 
basic ^rust of dtese soao^onomic programmes, the 
schemes meant for special target groups would be 


reviewed point by point A spcaal emphasis ts being laid 
for cvolvmg a mechanism expeditiously for monitoring 
the flow of commercial credit to the weaker sections, espe¬ 
cially the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tnb^ It is 
very cloai tiiat the country's top leadership wants to fine- 
tune its scKio-economic programme urgently to counter 
the general impression that the ongoing economic reforms 
n ere only making the rich richer and further widening the 
gap between the haves andthe'havcnots' 

57 Twenty years back, die needs of the weaker sec 
lions wen* entirely different 

AU BJ CQ DJIJ 

58 The new cxronomic reforms aio budging the gap 
between the rich and the poor 

A J BU CU DQiJ 

59 After another two decades the progiamme would 
again need restructuring 

ALl BO CO DOlU 

60 The idea of restiurturing the programme is a 
n I intone 

AO BO to DOLO 

61 No other section of society is weak or down-trod 
den exiept the si hedulcd castes and scheduled tribes 

AJ BO CO DJIJ 

62 Originally the twenty point programme was 
drawn to catci to the needs of the common people 

AO BJ CJ DJEO 

65 People in general are not much satisfied with the 
economic reform programme 

AO BJ CO DOFJ 

Q 64 70 In each of tin follauninf quistions a qtu si urn has 
hmi answered byansroets 41 and All Mark yom answirs 

A if only AI is suftiacnt to answer the question 

B if only ATI is sufficient to answer the question 

C if both AI and All are needed to answer the ques 

tion 

D if either Al or All is sufticicnt to answer the ques 

tion 

L if neither AJ nor All can answer the question as the 
information not sufhcient 

64 Q Where do birds fly, above the clouds or below 
them’ 

AI Birds fly above helicopters 

^11 Helicopters have their courses above the tiecs 
but below the clouds 

AQ BO CJ Data 

65 Q On which date was Rajesh bom’ 

AI His birthday falls between 9th and 15th I )c*t em¬ 
ber 

AU This year, his birthday is falling on Siindav 

A Q BQ CU DJIO 

66 Q Who ts the tallest among A, B, C and O'* 

AI A and C are taller than B but shorter than D 

All C IS taller than B but shoiter than A who is not 
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AQ BQ ca DUEQ 

67. Q. Who It P's partner in the game of bridge'’ 

AL P is JMA Q's partner and S is not K's partner 
AU. S it not P's partner. 

‘AQ BQ CQ DQEQ 

68. Q. How old is B? 

AI. The average age of ABC is 16 but B is 3 years 
older than the twins A and C. 

AD The average age of ABC is 16 and A is 3 years 
younger than B 

AQ BQ CQ DQEQ 

69. Q. Who among A, B, C and D is running in third 
place‘s 

AL B it ahead A but behind D who is ahead C. 

AU. CitbehindA. 

AQ BQ CQ DQEQ 

70 Q Who among the five singers A, B,C,D and E IS 
in the middlo? 

AI C itbetwe^ B and E, D is to the loft of B and A 
it at one of the comers 

AU. B it not near A or E who are on extreme comers. 
AQ BQ CQ DQEQ 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


letter after them in the alphabet 
25. (c) 26. (a) 27. (a) 28. (c) 

29. (e) 30. (b) 31. (e) 32. (b) 

33. (d) 34 id) 

35 (c) Note : Draw a chart and put tack-mark and cross 
according to information. 

36 to 42 These questions are best answered by drawing 
diagrams of all the prtMbditKs in the relationship among items, 
weighing pros and cons and then reaching a fijol-proof con¬ 
clusion Let each item be represented by a circle irrespective of its 
size 




37 (b) 


38. (c) 


1. (d) AU Dm eUiers ate natural emotions 

2. (d) It it a different kind of weapon from others. 

3. (c) AU the others are instruments tor measuring 

sonu^Ung. 

4 (e) AU the omets are utility animals and come in the 

category of cattle and herds 

5 (e) AU the oUieis are string instruments. 

6. iff) All ttw oilers need no effort. 

7. (d) All the oUiers are signs of Zodiac 

8. (c) Alt ^ offim are tribes while this section is based 

onre^on 

9. (c) The mationahip is that of general cat^ory and 

spedAcitem. 

10. (a) Ine Utter is the advanced form of the former. 

11. (d) Both belong to the same category. 

12. ib) The rctitlonship is that of the perscxi and the 

nnetal section to which he belongs. 

13. (b) The feiaUonahip is Utat of object and its perfor¬ 

mance. 

14. (b) The latter is advanced form of the other. Do not 

mix it with id) where one b a part of the other 

15. (d) One is i check for the oUier. 

16. (c) The first one is obtained from the other 
J7tol9. Thefwmudion efthe tetters tn alphabets would be. 

2YXWVUTSRQPONABCDEFGHIJKLM 

17. (d) 16. (a)’ 19. («) G&T 

20. (a) hour 

21 to23.St»tttiid(mimonwrdsmdcodes. 

21. (c) 21 m 23- (e) 

24. (ft) For 1,6^ 9... ietters,Uieeo^ letters are sectmd letter 
befoec Htem and ‘for the remaining 'ones seccHid 


^ m:) ^ 


39 ie) 


3 H r©“) (OCS 


40. (c) 


(30 0 ) 



41. 

(fl) 

42. ic) 

43. (e) 

44. 

(«) 

45. 

(b) 

46 id) 

47 (W 

48. 

(e) 

49. 

ib) 

50. (f) 

51. ic) 

51 

(«) 

53. 

ic) 

54. id) 

55. ic) 

« 56. 


57. 

D 

58. C 

59. C 

60. 

A 

61. 

E 

62. A 

63. B 




64. E It is not stated whether the birds fly below or above 

the clouds. 

65. C 66. D 67. C 

68. A fat Die second part it is not staled that A and Care 

twins. 

69. C 70. B 
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PERSONAUTY DEVELOPMENT 


Reading Enriches 
Personality 


Carlyle called a collection of 
books as a real university. 

"Reading serves for delight, for 
ornament and for ability. The simple 
admire it, the wise use it", says the 
famous Rnglish writer Bacon. 

Most people read fitfully. They 
concentrate only when spectre of ex¬ 
amination begins to haunt them. In 
fact, that is the only period when 
their "reading" turns to 'studying'. 

There is a systematic long-range 
way of studying which ensures the 
maximum benefit. By reading care¬ 
fully one useful small volume, you 
can gather the distilled wisdom of 
years of intellectual labour of an 
author. Besides enjopng the privilege 
of being taken into the author's mind, 
you can share his insights and per¬ 
ceptions. Fast and superficial reading 
deprives you of this oenefit. 

The first and the foremost thing 
is to draw a distinction between read¬ 
ing and studying. Reading can be 
equated with casual thumbing 
through a book, a magazine or a 
newspaper. It requires no depth- 
dwelling on tite subject. 

Study, on the contrary, means 
going deep into the meaning, the con¬ 
cept and the rationale. The element of 
superficiality is eliminated. The 
former is like a sprint through a gar¬ 
den, the latter is like a-leisurely 
walk—examining flowers, plants 
and their texture. 

Serious reading 'educates' you in 
the real sense. Most people study 
only for passing examinations. 
Though important (our educational 
system being what it is) it stuns the 
mental growth of the individuaL 

To go through the 'college' and 
the 'university' of life successfully, 
you must not stop reading. You must 


go on educating yourself from the 
time you leave tne portals of the col¬ 
lege/university 

Self-improvement books give 
simple, sound advice for practical 
day-to-day life. They provide us with 
philosophy of living, and psychology 
which enables us to understand our- 
selvc.s and others. They make life 
more meaningful and 'lubricate' 
human relationship.^. In a nutshell, 
they equip us with the art of living. 

Interaction with great minds 
produces inspiration which has been 
defined as "the eye of the soul". They 
inspire us to .set higher standards of 
practical living and show how prin¬ 
ciples can be applied to real-life situa¬ 
tions. 

Fach one of us yearns to improve 
personality. We strive and succeed in 
having a polished exterior. A well- 
groomed ^'rsonality may only be a 
"tailor-made" personality if the 
landscape of the mind is barren. 

You can transform yourself, be¬ 
come a new man or woman by fol¬ 
lowing the sound guidance of 
experienced writers. If you think that 
you are drifting along aimle.ssly, sans 
strength of character, seek a suitable 
book, immerse yourself in it, apply 
the principles sincerely and watch 
yourself cnanging into a magnetic 
personality. 

If the desired results are to be 
obtained, you have to go about it in a 
businesslike manner. 

A curious and information- 
hungry person reads anywhere and 
everywhere. Go to the clinic of a den¬ 
tist and the woman who is suffering 
from unbearable pain diverts her 
mind by reading a magazine even if 
it is an old issue. 

People subscribe to a pay-and- 


read library. The 'vendor' comes to 
their house everyday with magazine 
and takes away the one lent earlier. 
They get the benefit of reading scores 
of magazines in a month. Hunger for 
information is met Some entertain¬ 
ment is a plus 

No wonder, they are filled with 
information like a soaked sponge, 
can reel out facts, and discuss almost 
any subject in any company. They 
have developed a distinct per¬ 
sonality. 

So can you. Anybody. The prob¬ 
lem is that most people have a desire 
tt) be knowledgeable but have no 
goal. They have acquired a touch- 
and-go approach to their reading. No 
wonder, they remain blank like un¬ 
written books! 

They spend lot of time on read¬ 
ing but lament that they are unable to 
retain much. Their mind is like sieve. 

They complain of lack of con¬ 
centration. They bemoan that their 
mind often goes a wool-gathering 
and what they read seldom leaves 
any impress on their mind. 

Many university students I come 
In contact with say that they go for 
more reading than they can 
reasonably manage. Too much of 
haphazard reading leads to over¬ 
crowding and confusion in the mind. 

In most such coses, and others of 
their like, the problem is to be traced 
in their unorganised reading pattern. 
People who have a regular reading 

£ attern achieve more, get more 
sneBt from their reading and even¬ 
tually emerge more successful in life. 
Also they acquire a more polished 
and enriched personality. 

First step should be to decide 
what your purpose is in reading. The 
pattern of your reading will change 
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with the job to be done. Your attitude 
to leading, (or an examination, for 
in.stance, will diftcr from the way you 
riMd a novel. 

You read technical works and 
magazines connected with your 
profession. You read newspapers and 
periodicals to inform yourselves of 
events. You read textbo<ik.s—to each 
you bring a different attitude and 
method. Mark il Kevp the distinction 
in mind 

You may wi.sh to improve your 
comprehension of w'hat you read, 
your retention of the fai N and ideas. 
Or you may wish to increase the 
.spe^ of your reading so that you 
may read more When you lead, you 
should have a definite aim. Aimless 
reading gets you now'here. You go to 
library, move from shelf to shelf pick 
a book here, put it back, pick another, 

f iut it back. You come out of the 
ibrary virtually empty-headed 
Contrast them one who goes 
with a list of books he wants, gets 
them or consults them, and comes 
home a wee-bit more informed, more 
equipped with right kind of informa¬ 
tion in lesser amount of time 

Make a list of the questions you 
expect the book to answer lor you. 
This has been the method of many 
famous people who have thereby 
derived much benefit from their 
rending. 

Gibbon said- "After glancing my 
eye over the design and order of a 
new book, 1 suspend the perusal until 
1 had finished the task of selt-ex- 
aminntion, till I had revolved in a 
solitary walk all that 1 knew or 
believed or had thought on the sub¬ 
ject of the whole work or of some 
particular chapter: I was then 
qualified to discern how much the 
author added to my original stock." 

A large number of people make 
the mistake of thinking that to read 
critically is something to be left to the 
specialist But this is not so. Critical 
reading is an activity in which every 
reader should become engaged. 

Arthur W Kornhauser in flow to 
Study says: 

"Think critically while you read 
Draw your own conclusions. Go 
beyond the book. Spend a large pact 
of your study time thinking over the 
material you read rather than merely 


memorising the points Too many 
students accept blindly as true 
whatever they see on a printed page. 
A safer attitude is one that carefully 
weighs and considers facts, opinions, 
and theories that arc read. Nothing is 
true simply because it is in a bcxik." 

While this advice is directed to 
students, it should be followt*d by 
everyone wishing to derive real 
benefit from raiding. 

The way to develop a critical 
slate of mind is to stop at the end ot 
each chapter and ask yourself such 
queshons as. 

"On what points do the author's 
conclusions agree with my own'" 
"t)n what points do his differ 
from mine?" 

"What uMSons docs the author 
give for his beliefs and contentions?" 
"What aie my reasons?" 

After you l\ave finished your ses- 
.sion of rending lor Uie day, tiy to 
spend the following half-hour or so 
quietly and, preferably, alone This 
will allow your mind to digest 
thoroughly the mental food it has 
taken in, and it will enable your un¬ 
conscious mind to carry out its work 
on what you have taken into your 
mental dwelling housis 

It is when the work of your un¬ 
conscious mind has united with the 
work your conscious mind has done 
that valuable ideas are likely to be 
born 

il you want to enrich your life by 
reatling, your best plan is to start now 
by setting aside an hour or so each 
day tor this purpose 

Fveryone of us makes lime each 
day for feeding our bodies, and we 
should be at least equally disciplined 
about setting aside time each day for 
enriching our minds 

If you are under emotional strain, 
talk it out with someone to lighten 
the burden. Sometimes such things 
can 1 m‘ talked off your mind. But, in 
the final run, you have to regulate 
your mental and emotional resources 
in such a manner that you discard 
outside help. Fmotional and mental 
‘crutches' are aids ot the weaklings. 
Will you like to call yourself one? 

Pau.se for a while and repeat to 
yourself what you have nsid. ft sinks 
in your mind. 


Read for ideas, not simply for the 
words in which they are clothed. 
Ideas are things. It is they which 
move the world, not the worlds! 
Words only are the apparel, the ideas 
wear to decorate themselves. 

Watch the words. Make words a 
special study. Note each^new word 
you come across. Try to find its mean¬ 
ing from its similarity to words you 
know already, or Icxjk up the diction¬ 
ary definition and other meanings of 
the word. For, words often have more 
meanings than one. If you want to 
read well, you must master words. 

Time spent in word study will 
pay you well. The command of lan¬ 
guage gained will more than com¬ 
pensate for any temporary slowing 
down of it>ading and learning. 

Put your mind on the itpol. It is 
best, if pcLSsible, to have a definite 
time and place lor study. Gel away 
from distractions Quietness, sys¬ 
tematic appnxich and planned goals 
prepare your mind, so that you will 
be in the right mood lor work 

Concentration is the art of unit¬ 
ing forces, just as a General does in a 
battle. Scattered forces lack unity and 
cohesion. A .scattered brain has given 
birth to the phrase scattcr-bram! 

Boredom, which attacks most 
people at times, can be combated by 
deliberately creating new interest 
and by more persistent effort. 
Change the mental scenery. To fight 
monotony, switch to something live¬ 
ly, picturesque or amusing. This 
brings to you, your "second steam" 
and you resume your study in right 
earnest again. 

If you persist, a new insist will 
illuminate your previous study effort 
in many rewarding ways. 

Reading decorates your mental 
landscape. The "dunghill" of your 
mind vanishes. Instead, you will find 
a wealth of beautiful ideas, fascinat¬ 
ing phrases and illuminating 
philo.sophics which enrich your life. 
You carry a halo. «» 

"Get a habit, a passion for 
reading", not flying from book to 
book but read S3^tematically, closely, 
thoughtfully, analyzing every subject 
as you go along and la^ng it up care¬ 
fully and safely in your memory", 
says W. Writ. 
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Recent Happenings 


MS Shoes Scandal 


The Capital Market got a major 
jolt recently in the shape of the MS 
Shoes Scandal, culminating in the ar¬ 
rest of the Chairman and promoter of 
the company Mr Pavan Sachdeva by 
the CBI. Mr Sachdeva was arrested 
on charges of rigging the share prices 
and "misleading Investors". The 
company was also charged with "in¬ 
sider trading". The company 
planned to raise Rs 699.51 crore 
through a composite pubhc-cum- 
righls is.suc of Fully Convt*rtible 
Debentures (FCDs) for HUDCO's 
prime hotel project in South Delhi 
and a yarn project. 

The promoter, the SKBI, SB! 
Caps and the BSF. authotities—all 
had a role to play in the wrongs 
committed. 1 he Chairman Mr Sach¬ 
deva indulged in insider trading 
and price rigging. He himself 
bought shares to prop up prices 
before the public issue. From Ks 50 
early last year the share prices 
zoomed to over Rs 500 in January 
1995 although the company's fun¬ 
damentals were not that strong. 
Also, investors were misled. Wrong 
information about collaboration in 
the yarn project was given. 
Marubeni Corporation of Korea 
later denied having entered into 
any buy back arrangement as 
claimed by the company in its pre- 
i.ssue advertising campaign 

In a previous issue of the same 
company in December '93 FCDs were 
issued which would get converted 
into shares on April 1, 1995 (17 
months later). Since the company 
wanted the Rs 428 crore public issue 


before the budget and also wanted to 
benefit the existing FCD holders it 
asked for a waiver of a SEBI guideline 
that stipulates that rights issue would 
have to close within 30 days of the 
public issue. By allowing tiie waiver, 
SEBI allowed the existing FCD 
holders (which includes a sizeable 
promoter's holding) to get benefitted 
at the cost ot the prospective inves¬ 
tors. This also leads to a situation 
where pronuiters can divert money 
from the pre.sent public i.ssue to sub¬ 
scribe to their Rights entitlement of 
Rs I3t) crore later. Moreover, SEBI al¬ 
lowed 50% collection money on ap¬ 
plication whereas stipulation is for 
25%. It also allowed MS Shoes to 
come out with a public issue even 
though promoters were not bringing 
in any money It did nothing to stop 
the heavy speculation and rigging in 
the market which continued for over 
one year leading to a boom in the 
share price and thus enabling the 
company to charge a higher 
premium 

SEBI was also lax in dealing with 
the "misinformation campaign", 
namely (a) Prospective investors 
were left comparing issue price (Rs 
190) with existing peak-cum-rights 
price (Rs 550) although the ex-rights 
price after the exi.sting FCD holders 
would exercise their option on 
1.04.95 would have come down dras¬ 
tically (the price of the scrip as on 
18-04-95 was Rs 90). (b) The issue 
was cleared even though no "record 
date" (a record date is the last date 
on which all unregistered shares 
have to be lodged w'ith the com¬ 


pany to entitle a shareholder to the 
rights issue; after this date, the 
market reacts and the price comes 
down), (r) Although it could force 
the company to come with a 
clarification in the print media, it 
could not stop the ads on Doordar- 
shan which were misinforming the 
public. 

SBI Caps, the lead manager of the 
issue, faltered on three accounts: (a) 
Thej' certified that they had checked 
the issue prospectus and that it was 
in line with SEBI guidelines. This was 
a wrong declaration done to benefit 
the company and its promoters, (b) 
They also indulged in "insider 
trading" by selling 60,050 shares of 
MS Shoes itself, (c) They did not 
properly correct the ads. 

The BSE administration proved 
woefully inadequate. It selectively 
collects and waives margins thus 
favouring some brokers. The brokers 
in their zeal to generate more daily 
brokerage, without realising the 
potential liability, accept orders for 
more shares than their capacity to 
handle. A broker in the BSF', Mr Sunil 
Jhaveri accumulated liabilities of Rs 
19 crore because his client (a Delhi 
based broking firm Sareen & Com¬ 
pany) had failed to honour its com¬ 
mitment with respect to shares 
purchased on the BSE on behalf of 
Mr Sachdeva. This led to a disrup¬ 
tion in the entire settlement proce¬ 
dure and delayed the trans<ictions 
leading to closure of BSE for three 
days. 

The fallouts of this scandal 
were many. A CBI investigation was 
initiated and the Chairman and 
promoter Mr Sachdeva was arrested 
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in the first wwk of April. 55enior offi¬ 
cials of SEBI were arrested for their 
involvement in clearing the i.ssuc and 
granting waivers inconsistent with 
guidelines. Senior officials of SBI 
capital Markets were also arrested for 
wrongly certifying that the issue was 
consistent with SEBI guidelines, thus 
misleading investors There has been 
a negative impact on toreign invest¬ 
ments. Mis expressed concern about 
the working of the Stock Exchanges. 
Investor confidence was dented. 
Faith in SEBl's ability to protiHrt in¬ 
vestors came down. 


On the positive side, SEBI an¬ 
nounced that all investors would be 
refunded money by the Issue 
Registrars. Norms for c|uaiification 
and conduct of merchant bankers are 
being strengthened. To check insider 
trading and rigging the new SEBI 
Chief Mr D.R Mehta has suggested 
the strengthening of the e.\isting sys¬ 
tem and better monitoring. SEBI also 
announced that Primary Market 
reforms would be concretised soon 
after the Malegaon Committee report 
on April 30. 



BAT vs ITC 


Towards the end ot March, 
British American Tobacco (BAT) In¬ 
dustrie's Pic demand the resignation 
of ITC Chairman Mr Krishan 1 al 
Chugh after deciding to implement 
the Cadbury committee recommen¬ 
dations to restructure ITC manage¬ 
ment so that too much power would 
not be concentrated in any one hand. 
Charges of committing financial ir¬ 
regularity and breaching the con¬ 
fidence of the board by speaking to 
the press following the February 
board meeting were levelled against 
Mr Chugh. 

An Extraordinary General Body 
Meeting (EGM) and board meeting 
were called for during the same 
week. The Financial Institutions 
having their members on the board 
after maintaining initial silence 
decided to support Mr Chugh and 
vote in favour of the present 
management. The FIs said that they 
were in favour of a good manage¬ 
ment and the interests of the com¬ 
pany. IDBI, IFCI, ICICI, each had 
one member on the board and these 
FIs, along with UTI, LIC and Gl 
together hold 36 per cent of ITC's 
equity while BAT holds 31.6 per 
cent. The FIs said that charges, espe¬ 
cially, unsubstantiated ones, 
couldn't be levelled against the 
chief executive of a company. 


BAT also linked its support for 
ITC's entry into the power sector to 
the ouster of Mr Chugh. To this, the 
I'inancial Institutions .said that it was 
in the interest of the company to 
diversify espreially when it had the 
re.sources 

In the historic EGM and board 
meetings held later Mr Chugh won 
the mandate of the board (12:5) but 
BAT was successful in blocking the 
special resolution seeking ITC's entrj’ 
into the power sector on technical 
grounds. BAT managed to seek a vote 
on the special resolution in the 
shareholders' meeting and only 35 72 
per cent of the votes—as against the 
75 per cent required for a resoluhon 
to be approved, according to Indian 
laws—were cast in favour of ITC's 
entry into the power generation 
business. BAT Industries later 
claimed that it was satisfied that ap¬ 
propriate measures for investiga¬ 
tions had been put in place and the 
modus operandi and composition of 
the controversial nomination com¬ 
mittee finalised at tlie ITC board 
meeting 

In an era of liberalisation of the 
Indian economy and the entry of mul¬ 
tinationals into various sectors, the 
ITC-BAT tussle served as an example 
of the kind of problems that can arise 
when there is struggle for power and 


divided c^inions on new ventures. 

On April 4, Chief Ministers of 
North Indian States took a step 
towards forming regional trade al¬ 
liances, at the annual session of 
Council of North Indian States for 
Cooperation and Regional Develcp- 
ment (CONCORD) organised by the 
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). 

CONCORD was initiated by CII 
Northern region in May 1994 to pro¬ 
vide an impetus to regional develop¬ 
ment and thus enhance economic 
development across the country. It 
focusses on the benefits of cross border 
cooperation, particularly in the case of 
economic investments that cut across 
State boundaries 'Ihe specific areas of 
action are creation of a common 
market, port access and development, 
power generation and transmission, 
water resources management, training 
for employment, networked tourist cir¬ 
cuits, agru pnxiucts distribution, cross 
border industrial growth. 'The ultimate 
objectives are to increase employment 
in the region, spur larger investments, 
foster economic growth and promote a 
better quality of life for the people in 
this region Through State-State 
cooperation, CONCORD hopes to en¬ 
sure that the benefits of liberalisation 
and Indu.strial progress percolate 
down to the masses The idea is that 
government and industry work 
togedier and Industry shares the onus 
of spearheading the development in 
the region. 

The Chief Ministers reached a con- 
.sensus for bringing uniformi^ in sales 
tax rates and power tariff and would 
take a final decision soon. In the ab¬ 
sence of uniform taii^, some States 
use cheap tax as an unsustainable way 
of attracting Industry. Uniformity 
would end this. At a time when 
countries are di»nant)ing Internation¬ 
al barriers, this step of the States to 
dismantle internal barriers is a wel¬ 
come sign. 
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Becoming an MBA: Interviews 


The interview is the last step of 
the admission procedure for MBA. 
Many students become the victims of 
over<onfidence at this stage, think¬ 
ing that if you have made it thus far, 
the interview Ls a mere formality and 
will be a walkover. This is unfor¬ 
tunately not the case, and students 
have been known to get left out at 
interviews. The heartbreak is therc- 
fon* much larger. 

It is important to prepare for the 
interview as well. Many students do 
not do si>, hoping to answer ques¬ 
tions on the spur ot the moment 
While it is good to be spontaneous, 
very often one may be left groping for 
words. 

One .should al.so understand how 
the interview works. One answer 
leads to the next question, so it is 
important to structure answers 
which .sound positive while leading 
to another question. 7 he idea is that 
the candidate should direct the inter¬ 
view on topics that he has well 
prepared. 

Consider the question, "what 
subjects did you have in college?" A 
deadpan answer mentioning the sub¬ 
jects gets you nowhere and the con¬ 
versation mtwes to other areas. But if 
you answer, "I had Economics and 
Mathematics in college, but my 
favourite subject was Economics", 
chances are that the next few ques¬ 
tions will be on Economics. So if you 
are well prepared on a particular sub¬ 
ject, you can use this to your ad¬ 
vantage. However, this may not work 
cverytime. 

Follow Through 

Many candidates while appear¬ 
ing for an interview think that they 
can get away with superficial 
answers, hoping that the panel does 
not know anything about the sul^t. 
This is a dangerous assumption be¬ 
cause the panel members are usually 
learned people. 

The follow through—that is, the 
ability to withstand cross question¬ 
ing—4us to be well reheated. Sup¬ 


pose you mention that John Grisham 
is your favourite author. Can you fol¬ 
low this through if the panel wants to 
know about Clrisham? What are his 
majtir themes, names of his works, 
how he compares with contemporary 
writers, and why he is your favourite 
author? If you arc not asked these 
que.stions, volunteer the information, 
without of < mirse sounding talkative. 

I’repare the follow through for all 
the possible questions that can be 
asked- At every an.swer, think of the 
next logical question that can be 
asked. Rehearsing with family and 
friends helps, but if you laefc con¬ 
fidence, seek profc.ssional help, last¬ 
ing down the line of questioning on a 
paper helps clear the mind and 
results m better preparation. 

Common Questions 

Trepan* also for .some questions 
that an* most likely to be asked. If you 
have poor n*sults in graduation, ex¬ 
pect to be que.shoncd on why you did 
not w'ork, and how can you be ex¬ 
pected to study seriously for the 
MBA. Pn’pare your subjects of BA 
thoroughly. It it was political science, 
better review all the theories 
aiongwith the current political 
scenario, and form your views on it. 
Do not give superficial answers that 
the political scene docs not affect you, 
as many young people are bound to 
answer. 

Similarly, if English l.iterature 


was your sub¬ 
ject, be 

prepared to 
talk on the 
authors you 
read in college. 
Your answer 
should reflect 
your extra 
reading. Do not 
give the im¬ 
pression that 
you do not 
know anything 
more than 
what you have 


studied. 

If you are going to do MBA, you 
should also know about the current 
issues in business and economics. 
Your general knowledge should also 
be up to date. Such as, who is the 
editor ot the newspaper you read, the 
cart(X)nist, and so on. 

Hobbies 

Expert also to be questioned on 
your hobb>’ and how you pass your 
Sparc lime Many .students have 
trouble on that account btvause they 
do not have anything that can be 
called a hobby. It is a sad n>flc*clion on 
our times that many young pc*oplc do 
not have a hobby at all! 

Watching television, shopping, 
driving, making friend.s, listening to 
music, are typically hollow respon¬ 
ses. If you do not have a meaningful 
hobby, at least prepare one for the 
interview. t>et to know how that 
hobby opi*rdles. It gardening is w’hat 
you wish to prepare*, get to know the 
names of plants that an* planted in 
the season, the si/e of your plot and 
how often you l<x>k after it. If you do 
have an unusual hobby, steer the in¬ 
terview to it You will enjoy speaking 
about it and the panel will also find it 
interesting. 

Another common question is, 
"Why do you want to do MBA?" 
Commerce students will bo asked, 
"Why not CA?" There are no stand- 


Try answering these questions 

1. Introduce yourself. 

2. Give three reasons why you think you should be 
selected. 

3. What was today’s headline in the newspaper? 

4. Why do you think you are suitable for doing MBA? 

5. What is your favourite subject and why? 

6. What is the level of India's external debt? Inflation 
rate? QNP? 

7. Why do you want to do MBA? 

8. What are your plans if you are not selected? 

9. How do you pass your spare time? 

10. How is an MBA a better manager than a graduate? 
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ard answers, but do piepaie voui 
responses to suth questions 

Some don'ts 

Some students think that the\ 
tan get in by the sheer power of posi- 
ti\e thinking, as many self-help 
books advise While thinking posi¬ 
tively IS a good thing, a mere posiliv e 
attitude IS not enough In fact, one 
must not bt* too positiv e oi ov er eon 
fident To the question, "What aie 
your plans if you aie not selected", an 
over-i ontident answer will most like 
Iv kill \oiir chances, while a non 
committal answer will imply 
non-sei lousness I lere aie some more 
don'ts 

Don't be witty. Remembei, you 
are not the jokei A stoiy is told ol a 
candidate who was asked 'Are you 
mairied^" by a female membci ol the 
pan€>l A counter question "Is this a 
question oi a piopcwilion’ sounds 
not onl\ foolish but shows an imma 
tuie mind 

Don't sound casual: Many stu¬ 
dents try to project the happy go 
lucky athtude I his seldom works It 
IS better to rehc*arse answeis and 
preparing youi follow through If 
you just mention something without 
know’ing the details, y ou are likely to 
feel embaiiassed if a subsequent 
question is askc>d 

Don't bluff: It you aie caught in 
a situation in which you do not know 
a paiticular answer, don't hazard 
guesses Back out politely by siiying, 
"f am sorry but that is one aspect that 
I do not know ' 

Don't complain; Some students 
complain about their college, the 
political situation, corruption, and so 
on Remember, nobody is interested 
in your complaints, nor is any busi¬ 
ness school going to take in a rom- 
plaincr Complaining will not get you 
anywhere' 

Body Language 

It IS also important to dress well 
and understand the impact of body 
language If you feel awkward with 
your hands, cairv a file or a folder 
Don't give the imptc‘ssion that you 
are nervous walk confidently but not 
aggressively 

A formal dn.'ss should be worn 
for men a tie is essential Girls should 
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wear suits but not garish colours A 
little make up is lecommended No 
leansoi 1-shirts Donotover-diessoi 
do anything elaborate with youi 
dress c>r appearance It is important 
to look neat, but not as if you are 
going to a fashion show 

During the interv ii*w, lemember 
to wish eveiyone prc'scnt fA> not sit 
until asked to do so If two membc*rs 
of the pinel ask questions simul 
taneously, be yniliteand answc*r ques¬ 
tions one at a time Do not interrupt 
the questioner If you do not agree 
with a viewpoint, don't quarrel 
but do mention that you do not 
agree 

lake special caie of your lan¬ 
guage - no slang Your father is not 
youi "pop' SpcMk normally and do 
not move your hands around too 
muc h IXi not look here and there but 
directly at the person asking the 
quc»stion 

Power of patience 

Being patient is difficult at times, 
especially it you have been waiting 
long Many sthoiils of management 
and university' departments are poor¬ 


ly managed and badly organised to 
conduct interviews Students arc 
called in the morning but the work 
may commence several hours later 
There may not even be proper sitting 
place or even provision for drinking 
water At Delhi University last year, 
students were asked to wait in a 
crowded room withouf a fan, toi 
sc'veial houis The candidates wore 
suits and ties and the weather was 
hot 

One IS naturally irritable and im¬ 
patient in such an enviionment How 
do you manage that’ The only advice 
is to somehow remain checriul Take 
a walk outside and find something to 
drink, but do not rt*nt your feelings 
Your outburst w'lll not change them, 
on the other hand y ou may end up 
being the losei 

I inally, please lemembei that the 
interv ic'w is a test of ccmfidence, 
maturity knowledge and patience 
1 low you express youiself is impor¬ 
tant, and you must piepare for it 
Please do not expect to be well- 
prepaied by rc’adinga few magazines 
after receiving your interview call' 


Admission Alert 

This column is started as a service to students and gives the admission notices of 

institutes that are still open Institutes should send us their information welt in advance 

so that It can be featur^ in this column 

1 Post Graduate Diploma in Management— <3-year part-time) for working execu¬ 
tives Last Date 10 May Tost to be held on 21 May Apply to International 
Management Institute, B-10.30-31 Qutub Institutional Area New Dolhi-110 016 

2 Masters Programme in International Business— (MPIB—2-year, full-time) 
Eligibility Graduate of any recognised university Last Date 15 June Written test 
18 June Apply to Symbiosis Institute of Foreign Trade Senapati Bapat Marg, 
Pune-411 004 

3 Master of Communication Studies— (M CmS—2-year, full time) Eligibility 
Graduation Last date 7 June Entrance Examination 14 June Apply to Publica¬ 
tion Section, University of Pune, Pune- 411 007 

4 Bachelor of Business Management (BBM) and Bachelor of Hotel Management 
(BHM)— (3-year degree courses) Eligibility Class XII with 40% marks Last data 
15 May Apply to NRI Institutes, No 6 P^areddypalya, Nagarabhan 2nd Stage, 
Bangalore-560 072 

5 Master of Finance and Control (MFC) and Master of Marketing Technology 
(MMT)— (2-yaar, fiHI time). Eligibility Graduation with 50% marks Last date 19 
June Entrance Test 12 July ^plyto Manager Printing and Publications, Kunrfe- 
shetra University, Kurukshetra-132 119 

6 Post Graduate Diploma In Business Management— {2-year, Ml- time) Eligibtlity 
Graduation Last date 13 May Wnttentest 28 May Apply to Administrative Ofteer, 
LBS Institute of Management, Shastn Sedan, Sector-111, R K Puram, New Dethi- 
110 022 

7 MBA— (2-year, full-time or 3-year, part time) Eligibility Bachelor/PQ degree with 
50% marks For part-time, 45% marks and 2 years work expenence Last date 25 
May Entrance test 25 June Apply to Deputy Registrar (Pub), M D University, 
Rohtak 
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FACTS ABOUT SCIENCE 
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Energy Conversion 


Over the centuries a wide array 
of devices and systems has been 
developed for converting energy 
from forms provided by nature to 
those most useful to society. Some of 
the.se energy converters are quite 
simple. The early windmills, for ex¬ 
ample, transformed the kinetic ener¬ 
gy of wind into mechanical energy 
for pumping water and grinding 
grain. Other em*rgy-convcrsion sy.s- 
tems are decidedly more complex, 
particularly those that take raw ener¬ 
gy from fossil fuels and nuclear fuels 
to generate electrical power. Systems 
of this kind require multiple steps or 
processes in which energy under¬ 
goes a whole series of transforma¬ 
tions through various intermediate 
forms. 

Many of the energy converters 
widely used today involve the trans¬ 
formation of thermal energy into 
electrical energy. The efficiency of 
such systems is, however, subject to 
fundamental limitations, as dictated 
by the laws of thermodynamics and 
other .scientific principles. 

Definition of Energy 

Hnergy is usually and most 
simply defined a.s the equivalent of 
or capacity for doing work. The 
word itself is derived from the Greek 
energeia: en, "in"; ergon, "work". 
Energy can either be associated with 
a material body, as in a coiled spring 
or a moving object, or it can be inde¬ 
pendent of matter, as light and other 
electromagnetic radiation traversing 
a vacuum. The energy iii a system 
may be only partly available for use. 

The idea of energy goes back at 
least to Galileo in the 17th century. 
He recognised that, when a weight Is 
lifted with a pulley system, the force 
applied multiplied by the distance 
through which that force must be ap¬ 
plied (a product called, by definition, 
the work) remains constant even 
though either factor may vary. The 
concept of vis viva, or living force, a 


quantity directly proportional to the 
product of the mass and the square 
of the velocity, was introduced m the 
17th century. In the 19th century the 
term energy was a}>plied to the con¬ 
cept of the vi.s viva 

Force is a.ssociatcd with the ac¬ 
celeration of a mass; kinetic energy, 
or energy resulting from motion, is 
the result of the spatial integration of 
a force acting on a mass; momentunr 
is the result of the temporal integra¬ 
tion of thi’ force acting on a mas.s; 
and energy is a measure of the 
capacity to do work it might be 
added that power is defined as the 
time rate at which energy is trans¬ 
ferred (to a mass as a force acts cm it, 
or through transmission lines from 
the electrical generator to the con¬ 
sumer). 

The concept of energy conser¬ 
vation: A fundamental law that has 
been observed to hold for all natural 
phenomena requires the conserva¬ 
tion of energy— i.c., that the total 
energy docs not change in all the 
many changes that occur in nature. 
The conservation of energy is not a 
description of any prixrcss going on 
in nature, but rather it is a statement 
that the quantity called energy 
remains constant regardless of when 
it is evaluated or what priKcsses— 
possibly including transformations 
of energy from one form into 
another—go on between successive 
evaluations. 

Hnergy can exist in many forms 
within a system and may be con¬ 
verted from one form to another 
within the constraint of the conser¬ 
vation law. The.sc different forms 
include gravitational, kinetic, ther¬ 
mal, elastic, electrical, chemical, 
radiant, nuclear, and mass energy. 
It is the universal applicability of 
the concept of energy, as well as the 
completeness of the law of its con¬ 
servation within different forms, 
that makes it so attractive and use¬ 
ful. 


Early humans first made control¬ 
led use of an external, nonanimal 
energy source when they discovered 
how to use fire. Burning dried plant 
matter (primarily wood) and animal 
waste, they employed the energy 
from this biomass for heating and 
cooking The generation of mechani¬ 
cal energy to supplant human or 
animal power came very much 
later—^mly about 2,000 years ago— 
w'lth the development of simple 
devices to harness the energy of 
flow'ing water and of wind. 

Waterwheels; The earliest 
machines were waterwheels, first 
used for grinding grain. They were' 
subsequently adopted to drive saw¬ 
mills and pumps, to provide the bel¬ 
lows action for furnaces and forges, 
to drive tilt hammers or trip-ham¬ 
mers for forging iron, and to provide 
direct mechanical power for textile 
mills. 

Windmills: Windmills, like 
waterwheel.s, were among the 
original prime movers that replaced 
animal mu.scle as a source of power. 
They were used for centuries in 
various parts of the world, convert¬ 
ing the energy of the wind into 
mechanical energy for grinding 

f jrain, pumping water, and draining 
owland areas. 

The primary exception to the 
steady abandonment of windmills 
was resurgence in their u.se in rural 
areas for pumping water from wells. 
The first wind pump was introduced 
in the United States by David Hallay 
in 1854. Wind-driven pumps remain 
important today in many rural parts 
of the world. They continued to be 
used in large numbers, even in the 
United States, well into the 20th 
century until low-cost electric 
power became readily available in 
rural areas. 

Steam Engines: The rapid 
growth of industry in Britain from 
about the mid-18th century (and 
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somewhat lator in varnnis other 
countries) created a need for new 
sources of motive power, particular¬ 
ly those independent ol geographic 
location and weather conditions 
This situation, together with ceitain 
other factors, set the st.ige for the 
development and widespread us€' of 
the steam engine, the first practiial 
device for converting thermal ener¬ 
gy to mechanical energy 

Intcrnal-combustiun engines: 
While the steam engine remained 
dominant in industry and transpor¬ 
tation during much of the I9th cen¬ 
tury, engineers and scientists began 
developing other sources and con¬ 
verters of energy, t'ne of the most 
important of tlwse was the internal- 
combustion engine. In such a de\ ici* 
a fuel and ovicli/or are burned within 
the engine and the products of com¬ 
bustion ai I directly cm piston or lotoi 
surfaces. Hy the early I9t)t)s the intei- 
nal-iombustion engine had replaced 
the steam engine as tlu* most broadly 
applit'd power-generating system 
not only because of its higher ther¬ 
mal efficiency (there is no transfer ot 
heat from combustion gases to a 
sevondary working fluid that results 
in lc).ssc“s in efliciency) but also be¬ 
cause it provided a low-weight, 
reasonably compact, self-containecl 
power plant 

Electric generators and motors: 
t )ther important energy-conversion 
devices emerged during the I9th 
century. During the early 18.1t)s the 
English physicist and chemist 
Michael Faraday discovered a means 
by which to convert mechanical 
energy into electricity on a large 
scale. While engaged in experimen¬ 
tal work on magnetism, Faraday 
found that moving a permanent 
magnet into and out of a coil of wire 
induct'd an electric current in the 
wire. This process, called 
electromagnetic induction, provided 
the working principle for electric 
generators. 

During the late IHfiOs Zenobe- 
Thcophile Oramme, a French en¬ 
gineer and inventor, built a 
continuous-current generator. 
Dubbed the Gramme dynamo, this 
device contributed much to the 
gc'neral acceptance of electric powt'r. 
All of Gramme's machines were 


dirc*ct-current (IX') devices. It was 
not until 1888 that Nikola Tesla, a 
Serbian-Amcrican inventor, intro¬ 
duced the prototype of the present- 
day alternating-current (AC) motor. 

Direct energy-conversion 
devices: Most of those energy con¬ 
verters, sometimes called static ener¬ 
gy-conversion devices, use electrons 
as their "working fluid" in place ot 
the vapour or gas «*mployed by such 
dynamic heat engines as the exter¬ 
nal-combustion and internal-com¬ 
bustion engines mentioned above In 
revent years, direct energy-conver¬ 
sion devices have received much at¬ 
tention because ot the ni*cessity to 
cfevelop more efficient ways of trans¬ 
forming available forms ot primary 
energy into electric power Four such 
devices—the elc*ctrie battery, the fuel 
tell, the thermcH'lectric generator (or 
at least its working principle), and 
the .solar cell—had tneir tvigins in 
the early 1800s 

File battery, invented by the 
Italian physicist Alessandro Volta 
about 1800, changes chemical energy 
directly into an electric current. A 
device of this type has two 
electrodes, each of which is made of 
a different chemical. As chemiral 
reactions occur, electrons are 
rele-ised on the negative electrode 
and made to flow through an exter¬ 
nal ciicuil to the positive electrode. 
The prixess continues until the cir¬ 
cuit IS interrupted or one of the reac¬ 
tants is exhausted. 

In a fuel cell, continuous opera¬ 
tion is achieved by feeding fuel (f , 
hydrogen) and an oxidizer (oxygen) 
to the cell and n»moving the reaction 
products. 

Thermoelectric generators are 
devitt's that convert heat directly into 
electricity. F'lcctric current is generated 
when electrons am driven by thermal 
energy acniss a potential difference at 
the junction of two conductors made 
of dissimilar materials. 

In a solar ceil, radiant energy 
drives electrons across a potential 
difference at a semiconductor junc¬ 
tion in which the concentrations of 
impurities are different on the two 
sides of the junction. 

Discovety and application of 
nuclear , energy: Scientists first 


learned of the tremendous energy 
bound in the nucleus of the atom 
during the early years of the century. 
In 1942 they succeeded in unlca.shing 
that energy on a large scale hy means 
of what was called an atomic pile. In 
a power generation .system of this 
kind, much of the energy/cloased by 
the fis.sioning of heavy nuclei (prin¬ 
cipally those of the radioactive 
isotope uranium-235) takes the form 
of heat, which is used lo produce 
steam. This steam drives a turbine, 
the me(.hanicdl enei^ of which is 
converted to electricity by a gener¬ 
ator. 

Another direct energy converter 
with considerable potential is the 
mag ne tohy d rody namic (MUD) 
power generator This system 
produces electricity directly from a 
high-temperature, high-pressure 
electrically conductive fluid-- 
usually an ioni/ed gas—moving 
through a strong magnetic tield. 
The hot fluid may be derived from 
the combustion of coal or other fos¬ 
sil fuel. 

Exploiting renewable energy 
sources: tirowing concern over the 
world's ever-increasing energy 
needs and the prospect of rapidly 
dwindling reserves ot oil, natural 
gas, and uranium fuel have 
prompted efforts to develop viable 
alternative energy sources. 

Many countries have initiated 
programs to develop renewable, 
energy technologies that would 
enable them to reduce fossil-fuel 
consumption and its attendant 

C iobloms. Fusion devices arc 
elioved to be the best long-term op¬ 
tion, since their primary energy 
source would be the hydrogen 
isotope, deuterium, abundantly 
present in ordinary water. Other 
technologies that are being actively 
pursued are th(»e designed to make 
wider and more efficient use of the 
energy in sunlight, wind, moving 
water, and terrestrial heat (i.e., 
geothermal energy). The amount of 
energy in such renewable and vir¬ 
tually pollution-free sources is 
large In relation to world energy 
needs, yet at the present time only 
a small portion of it can be con¬ 
verted to electric power at 
reasonable cost. 
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READERS’ FORUM 


rite best Uvo lellm of the manth, appearing m the box, haee been 
awarded a prize of Rs SO 00 each Readers are wmted to wnd ns their views 
on topu » covered iii lfrj« issue Tlwdetisun of the Fdtlon will befimiL 


NPT IN UNEQUAL WORLD 

The extennoti of NPT has brm^t to front, ones again, Uw 
doiAle standards of USA. Thetf are a classic tmtnpla of 
hypocrites who want enoironmeHtal safeguards tmt do not 
s^pee to transfer the ozone-free tedmoiogy; want poverty 
Meviatiott but link the reynired aid with defence expenditure; 
and at home preferred civil tvor in IMO raXher than allowing a 
State to secede, but today regard Kashmir a disputed territory. 

Believh^ in a nuclear-free world yet doggedly preserving 
their nuclear weapons is only the recent head added to the 
chain of duplicity worn by United States. 

5.C Mohindni 
Jhanpam 

EDUCATION. BUT NOT FOR ALL 

Quality education in India costs too much, enabling a few 
to bear and free education falls prey to auanJty and chaos, 
thereby epitomising the vulnerability of the proposition 
"Education for all". 

Further, education nerds to be rearmed so as to govern 
each individual's moral, fdiysical and social sheets ofl^ 
rather than becoming fust a selection tool for fobs. 

Awanish Ratan 
New Delhi 


THE HUMAN FACTOR 

Skill and efficiency of 
Inman capital is very 
essential for the eiononttc 
refo rms to be successful. It is 
indeed the need of the hour to 
ensure proper utilisation of the 
vast human capital of India. 
Otherwise onr chances of 
winning the economic battle 
will be remote. 

Siba Ram MHhra 
Clmkidi, OrisM 

According to thr Katha 
Upanishad, “The man who has 
inteWgence for his charioteer 
and the well-controlled mind 
for reins, attains the end o/ the 
journey."No doubt human 
factor IS a very important 
aspect of the nation-buiiding 
process 

To grow economically and 
otherwise the human potential 
of the coimtry needs to be 
^ectively developed. 

Saliia Nayak 
hethampur, Orihsa 

ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 

Uafutfilled promises, 
corruption, frequent change of 
leadership in the states and 
infi^th^ were the main 
reasons behind the defeat of 
Coi^givM in recent Assembly 
Elections. It is still not very 
late for the Congress Party to 
mend its shortcommgs. A rtj^t 
step taken today can ensure 
victory in the 199S elections. 

V.S. Fnaad 
Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh 
SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

Social development 
means overall development 
and noi just economic. Along 
with economic gams strong 
values of morality and duty 
also need to be inculcated tn 
the people. The economic 
hbrnlisatiom has opened the 
doors to cultural mvaaiou 


through use ofelectroutc 
media. Age old and tested 
values ate being questioned in 
the name of modernity. 

While ensuring that the 
country develops economically 
it is necessary to see that it 
develops ailturally and 
momlly too. Only when we 
will develop economically, 
momlly and spiritually will 
zve qualify to be called 
developed. 

Neelu Shanna 

Nea'DdIu 

THE NEW DIPLOMACY 

A diplomat is the one who 
is an expert in playing politics 
(short for polite tricks), rather 
than threat and force, to 
achieve his end 

bundeep Kumar 
Faraldca. West Bengal 

It is very encouraging and 
heartening to know that 
diplomacy ts gaining ground 
and recently lias been able to 
solve many a conflicts. Indian 
diplomats should take a cue 
from this development and 
work towards solving the 
problems with Its neighbours, 
especially Pakistan, by 
engaging some experts in 
diplomacy. 

Anin Kumar Rai 

. Allahabad 

EDUCATION, BUT NOT 
FOR ALL 

The fact that majority af 
politicians, high officials and 
influential persons send their 
children abroad for studies or 
to expensive private schools 
and colleges in India is proof 
of tlw state of education bi 
India. Even our rulers and 
administmtors do not have 
faith in the system created by 
them. 

Apamita Bhattachaijce 

Midnapore, West Bengal 


INDIA AND rrS CULTURE 
lust few years have seen 
the Indian youth getting 
alienated from their ailtural 
roots. Tbday's youth knows 
more about Madonna, Michael 
Jackson and Sridevi than 
Pandit Shiv Kumar Shamw, 
Pandit fatmj, etc. 

Today's youth should not 
forget to study Indian ailture 
and traditions; because Bits is 
where our identity lies. This, 
however, does not mean that 
they should completely 
alienate titemselves from 
western ailture. There are tots 
of positive aspects of western 
ailture which rtiauld certaiuiy 
be adapted. But, first we 
should be aware of our own 
roots, our own selves. 

Navtan Kumar 
Patna 

SOCIAL SUMMIT 
I don't think it is 
ueceuury UtputupaS 25 
milliOH show (^318 hemds of 
uations to decide about the 
fate afthe jutverty-striekeu 
majartty e/ihe world. Alt that 
i» required is a SbWett effort 
from tile leaders. If nations 
could art doom e xp end i t ur es 
on weapanethq money so 


saved could easily help feed 
the starving millionst 

Sham Sankar 

Brtoandrum 

CM FEATURES 

CM is necessary not only 
for those preparing for 
competitive examinatious but 
also for all tiiose who wish to 
add on to their ^neral 
knowMge. 

Puwan Iklwar 
Utlarkaski, Uttar PraMi 

lama regularreader iff 
CM and find it unique among 
magazines. Thank you for tkc 
exkanstivs featmre on 
EntHnumart in tiie April '9S 
issus. Such featnres are very 
benffktal for students 
preparing for eompsUtive 
examlutttioHs. 

RaOermutiran 

Madras 

I emu tkCnm final yew 
student and a t^rtarreuderiff 
CM. I request you to kMfrf 
Uurturlegttlwfti^mem 
eo mp ade rs. 

I ukalwnl Narayaw Reddy 
t Hyduubad 
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t. BAMK P.O. EXAM KIT fls.300 

^4M0«telr o/SIB( 48r Mtf oMirBante Emal; 

Co>npMwfi i <wCavifaB»o<T»»taf n t M B i i lHg (Logiair, ViirlMl»Noh>VtrtMl, 
Dito JfliarpniWion andMmgtmani AiMUidlt 
(PiMical QramiTMr, Common Eiioiv^ Weid^oiwr, SgoUngo CtononI 
gi wro n o oi (At <mpoels of Q.K.^ OuanttUittv* AptHudo (MimbW Syatom, 

H. C.F. & L.C.M., SimptiicOlioa, Sknpio & Gompounct Itilaroai, ProM A Loot, 
Graptii,Talxilalkmof tMa, Mtntunlianol&, Sohmd&ampln, HMtlExaidtoo 
0 (c); DooeriplivoEngMoh (Short Etoom, PmpotMontolt^ RvoooloofMMol 
Paporo, wth (Matod SotuhonoMiwware, twaod ort Provloua Yoara’ P^ora. 

2. RESERVE BANK 6F INDIA 

OFFICERS‘QRAOe A* eXAIIL KIT 

Our Bank P.O. Exam. KitfOotadagivenabovo} Comprohenaivoly Covaro 
All Tosts (ObjocUvo typo) of Firot Phaao of RBI Writton Exam. i.o. (i) 
GoneralAwaronaas(ii)EngHahLarHluago(iii)QiianlitalivoApli(iido&(i^ 
Reasoning. So for RBI ExantL, Firat Phaao, plaaoa pneuro our Bank 
P.O. Kit Prtea Ro. SOOA+Poataga Ra. 1S 
Book* SuggMM for FtBlWrtRmt Exam. Mm* H: 

I. ProbatHofLatoaOEoaaya Rats 2. PiaciaWriting RaSO 
a Eaaays on Economic A Social ProUama (World A imSa) Ra TOO 

(Book No. 3 la likoly tobo roloaood In Soptombor IMS). 

3. M.B.A.KIT'^ R8.350 

(For common AdmMon toatt of IIM’o, XIM A otfMr Uadkv 
huStuInn/lMvorolSot) 

Kit covers EngUoh Language (PracSeal English Qiammar, Common 
Errore, Prepositions, S^lk^, Idioms A Phrases, Comptahonsion, 
Vocabulary); bi t aWga n c a A Raaoening (Logical, Verbal, Non-Vartwl, 
Data Intarpratalionelc); AtHhnwHo (NumberSysIsm.Qrapha, Tabulalion 
of Data, Msneuialion,alo.); BaalclMhs(Algebra.Geomotiy,Tifgonome(iy. 
Coofdina(eGeometty,Matiloes,C^cul u a);QanmalKnoMril i Mloa(General 
Science,HMoiy,Gaogiaphy,lndianPolity,kKKan Economy etc.)inclu(Sng 
Latest Cunant AfMra; Fhra Sals of Model Papers, with detatsd 
Sdipiona/Anawers, basaidon Piatrious Vow*’ Papiwa 

I. N.DAKIT Rs. 250 ’ 4 . CJ).S.KIT Rs. 250 


, fP^sasQsiaial^meaaW^ sB Aaarf Wane as i saiA td isdra 

rWPMOfnrFWrWWw oiW|p a n^' Wl fwCy Pye 

(0 PifrielpaWUbraflansofBA^lllCSCfKlOUAoSiekinMR^^ 
. for sliidwds an4 ^iMwlsSk 

(H) Senior Arrttsrf rbic aa ^ oijikiars for IhaAtmltaandararids. 


Kns for N.0Jt, C.D.S. Exambiation eontatoi:' 

I. SPECIMI^PAPEf»baaadenPREVIOtlSYEARS'PAPERSon 
EngKah, Q.K„ Cunant ABaiia A Matfwmatios. 

IL MATHBMTICS-rAifSiihatjc, Mensuraton, Algebra, QaomStry, 
Titgonomatry and Stalls^ 

HI. ENQLMH tAWSliAOIE^iactieal EngHsh Qrammar. Ehoia, 
PrapoSMoria, Comprahansion A Vociabulaiy. 

% QBfEI^ALKNOWt£iKIE-^)feNCe4<Phyaids,dwnrisf^^ 

’ Setenoas, Spaoa Sdanea), RllMAIIfTies (Htatbry, NMOhal 
Movarnej^CWwMAlpp* <3iscwW>tWt 5^^ 


'Rioted. 


WRECWriMA 

. >"'.MAP, 0 .pifc,ibi 
Rsdp|M,«^/p^^|||pli^|l 


5. S.8.C;tNSPECtORS OF CENTRAL EXCISE 
\HCOU£ TAX, Etc. EXAM. MT 

CorttprahetralvaCovatogtof C ana fal l nt e M Ba nc s (Verbal.Not>Va(baL 
logioal OatsrtniiiinaAolagqrwh^.Oalaclkig SlmHaritlaS A Oraii^ng 
lnlemnceete.) O e n e r a fEn gBi tfi ( pwxieatEriillshQminmar.Comnwii' 
Enors, (>>mi»ahenalon, VoealMary, Synonyms, Antonyms afe^ 
ArHhfflalleat AbWty—Basie Arilhmflic Fimctiona. Nurpbw System, 
Pemenlaga, Raio A Proportion, Avarags, Graph, Tabtdalion, Data 
Intorpiatatloit^ Mansuiation ato.—-Sohrod Examplais, Hinta A Exareisas 
forPiactice. GansialAMiaranoaa(aenaialSeianca,Hiatoiy, Geography, 
Polity, Economy A Cunant Alfaita). ModalPapatBonaltsupiacti.-bBsed 
on PREVIOUS YEARS'PAPERS. 

6. INDIAN FOREST SERVICE SXAM. KIT.RB200 

fl^Conipmory8ia^OGtol40.Eni^ohEaon»nKKnoni Mg^ . 
Compraheimivs Covataga of Essay, Prseis, Paragraph, LaMar A Report 
Writing. Practical Engitah Grammar, Ganeial KnowleAiM (Genarai 
Science, History, Geography, Polity, Economy, Q.K. Miacallaiiaous) A 
Latest Currarrt Affaire. 

7. HOTEL MANAQEMENTJ,E EXAM. KIT fls200 

(JoMEnbmaeoExom.forAiMoolontoJImo-Yoor 
Ofptanie Counaa In Hotel MeriagsmanQ 
Study Material A Objectiva Questioru on All Sub)acts-4taasoning A' 
Logi^ Daduclian, Numerical Ability, Seianlilie A|;dludaand Ens^eh. 


LATEST GUIDES 


Gur OMldM bra iwfc^^ 
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CSPE COMPLETE COURSE SERIES 


Year*' Paparo-a 

I. PHYSICS 
i. CHEIISTRY 
i. ZOOLOGY 
L MAIHEIIAUM 

1. indunhistw 


N^aettm MuM^ Ctwiea OuaaSefia 

fla.120 0. POLITICAL SCIENCE RilSO 

Rt.110 7. ECONOMCS Rt.100 

lia.m a. SOCKN^Y Ro.120 

RS.1S0 9. UW Ro.120 

Ra. too 10. PUBUC AOMN. Ro. 100 


IMPROVEMENT COURSES & 
BASIC BOOKS FOR ALL EXAMS 


I. IhMIgwicsandf^soninglrnprovsniwitCourM Rt.ig||^< 
Cofnpiahantiva cowaiaQa of Raaobning Taata (Logical, Vaibal, Ndj^' 
Vaibai, Oalft Iniaipratatton and Mano^mant Apli&jda)~-Syatoinalli!»;; 
approach & daiaOadaxplanalofy ndM fortfwrough tmdantonding. , 

trEngikih In^orovaniMil Cowm>^ Ro. lOH^f 

Tha couna matadal oonialna Practical Bigliah Qranunar, Common^; 
Eirora and PitfliltOj C o m p whanaion. Vocabulaiy, Phraaaa, ale. It idso.' 
includaofunda{nantalnjlaa,lip8andusaga.axpliMn86ona.Hluatrailona, .. 
chaits, taUas & apadman paiMm. 

3. ArKhmstie ImprovwnMit Covrs* Rs. 7S. 

A vaiy comprahanoiva book. Oasignad to govar lha anOia SyUabuaef’ 
Compatiliva Exams, indudaa Numbar Syatam, Logarittwi^ Unaarl' 
E<^(iona, Banking, Tabulation, Qmphs, Menauralion, StaOaiies 
Planly ofaolvad &^plas. Practical TipaS Short Cuts given for oaa|('' 
grasp. Also contains Modal Papan wHh Answan/H<nts. Questiona' 
taken fronYbaaad on PREVIOUS YEARS' PAPERS of Ifflp6rt«nr.‘! 
Compatitiva Exams. 

4. QaimtoI Rofonc* bnprovwiwnt Cours* Rs. 

CompfahsnaivastudymalsrialonPhyslcs,Chamistiy,Bioiogy&SpAop, 
Scienoss.lncoipomtostmportantConca^ Fbtmulm, Soivad Exampiaf,'' 
Ot^ectiva MuMpla Choice Questions and Soianca Quiz. 

5. Moths bviprovsmsnt Course Rs. Sti.~ 

(For N.DA.. C.O.S.. M.BA. ate. Exuns} 

CovaraArithmade,Msnsuralion,Aiasbm,Qaometiy,Trtgonometryand 
Sta5atica.inciudeaiiapoitantFormulas.Concap(s,PmcticalTips,Salvad’ 
Examples, Exaroisas and Objective Questions. 

6. PROBABLE (LATEST) ESSAYS Rs. 60 

7. LETTER WRITING Rs. 30 . 

a PRECIS WRITINQ Rs. 30 ^ 

9. PARAGRAPH WRITING Rs. 36 ' 

10. OBJECTIVE ENGUSH—A NSW Approach Rs. 30;. 

II. ADVANCED GENERAL ENGUSH Rs. 4B ? 

12. TESTOFREASONINGA-OGICAL REASONING Rs. 3C/ 




13. MENTAL ABILITY TESTS—A Capsuls 

14. GENERAL MENTAL ABILITY 
18 . EVERYDAY saENCE 

16. NUMERICAL ABIUTY—A Capsuls 

17. OBJECTIVE ARITHMETIC—A CspsUls 
ia CONSTITUflON OF INDIAr-A St^' 
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Police: From Force to 

Service 


The role and function of the fwlicc is 
mcrmsinffli/ beins called into question If 
It IS law and ordei that it n, supposed to 
maintain, has it hvii able to do either’ 

Two leient judj^ements of the 
Supreme Court have hrouf^hl the 
functioning of the police into sharp focus 
It has also brought to light the nexus that 
exists between politicians and the police, 
leaving the public at tlw exploitative end 
The failure if tlut police is evident from 
the fact that whenever there is a major 
problem anywhere in India, it is usually 
the army or the centralforces tluU have to 
be called to restore law and order 

I'or the most jmt, the police is smi 
as power drunk, corrupt, without profes- 
stonal ethics and as agents of the ruling 
clique The problem may cdso he in the 
strong colonml legacy that the police has 
inherits The British used the police to 
suppress Indians, now politicians do the 
same 

This article looks at the shortcom¬ 
ings of the present system in terms of 
orientation and training of the police It 
also suggests ways through which 
funttioning of the police can be un¬ 
proved 

A S life moves on to the fast track, 
so does crime. The days of 
electronic crime arc here And as 
India opens up and integrates with 
the rest of the world, it will undoub¬ 
tedly come on Hte crime map of the 
world. It will attract the attention (rf 
the high-tech criminals, the (irug and 
narcotics gangs and the high %ing 
smuggler. 

To track down such crime, new 
methods of detection and patrolling 
are required. But a look at the police 
force m India reveals a dismal pic¬ 
ture It is still rooted m outdated 
British rules, and the methods 
employed by them arc still of the 


"danda" carrying constable. Far from 
solving the crime of the next century, 
the police is incapable of solving 
crime of this cimtury itself. 

Today, tiic police is nut trusted, 
and is largely seen as corrupt. It does 
not see itself as providing service to 
the piibbc, but as a supreme force, 
exploiting and harassing everyone 
else. It fails in its basic function of 
maintaining law and order: in State 
after State it is the army or the Central 
forces that are called out to do so 

Survey 

NDEED, there is no other govern¬ 
ment function with a worse image 
than that of the police. "The image of 
the police is bad because police per¬ 
formance is bad" was the ooservation 
of BN. Mulhek. But unfortunately 
free India has done nothing to change 
the functioning of the police. The 
transition from force to public service 
is long but not even a start has been 
made as yet. 

Not many surveys have been 
done, but one that was done several 
years back revealed the general op¬ 
probrium in which the force is held 
by a large variety of people. An over¬ 
whelming majority of them asserted 
that the police are corrupt (88.6%), 
that they do not prevent or inves¬ 
tigate crime properly (75.3%), and 
that they are in league with criminals 
(84.6%). 

Electronic jnedia has exposed 
police criminality further. People 
may not have actually seen Uie poUce 
beating up an offenaer, but it comes 
alive as one sees the video tapes on 
the Meham elections or of the hundal 
agitation. 

Surprisingly, Ihe police themsel¬ 
ves do not see themselves as any of 

the above. Only 12.17% see thenisd- 

\ 


ves as corrupt and harassing, and 
56% think of their image as fair and 
satisfactory. Only 18.32% admitted to 
their foul image. This shows the 
divide between police and public 
perceptions. 

Since the police is to provide ser¬ 
vice to the public, surely something 
must be done to improve the service 
and ttiereby the public image. Pre¬ 
cious litde has been done, and the 
attitude seems to be one of com¬ 
placency. 

Cosmetic Measures 

I NSTEAD, some cosmetic measures 
are taken up periodically to im¬ 
prove public image. Eidier advertis¬ 
ing campaigns are taken up to show 
how friendly the police is, or .some 
school programmes. Both fail 
miserably and are nothing but 
wastage of monc^ and effort 

Rather than take up public rela¬ 
tion exercises, it is better to improve 
the service. Once the service is good, 
public ima^ improves by itself, but 
this fact is i^or^ by the police who* 
think that cosmetic measures will im¬ 
prove public perception. It will not; 
no amount of good advertising is 
ever known to sell a bad product 

Colonial legacy 

T hough police performance is 
bad all over Indii, it cannot be 
wished away by falling back on tfie 
cUched argument that the police suf¬ 
fers from a colonial legacy. The 
BritMi undoubtedly used ^ police 
to suppress the foeledom movement 
and to put down foe "tlatives". But to 
justify wt foe fodipn poUoe is wick¬ 
ed because it was bom in sin, is simp¬ 
ly ignonhig foe responsibility to do 
somefoing about it 

VVIe have been free for ovee four 
decades, and some excdient officers 
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hdve served in the IPS. Concerns at 
the political level have also been ex¬ 
pressed So why does the colonial 
legacy still persist? Surely a half cen¬ 
tury is a long time to change athtudcs 
of a force which was used primanly 
to suppress the aspirations of In¬ 
dians. 

The answer lies in the rather un¬ 
fortunate fact that the place ot the 
British have been taken by the 
politicians The colour of the skin 
may have changed, but not the at¬ 
titudes In fact, they* may actually 
have declined. Politicians who con¬ 
trol the police force use it openly and 
unashamedly for their greed and 
petty ends. Manipulation in elec- 
tioas, displacing people from their 
land and settling personal disputes is 
common. 

Supreme Court Judgements 

HE reason for this is that police 
officers Icxik up to politicians for 
personal and professional favours, 
and are willing to bend backwards 
to help the politician in power. The 
police force is under the direct con¬ 
trol of the State's Home Minister, 
and intelligent Chief Ministers keep 
the Home portfolio with themsel¬ 
ves. The police force thus becomes a 
willing appendage to the evil 
politician. 

It IS perhaps because of this 
reason that political will is absent 
whenever the question of police 
reforms comes up. No politician will 
like to give up control over a servile 
police force Several commissions 
have been appointed but their recom¬ 
mendations have been totally ig¬ 
nored. 

Where political will is lacking, 
the Supreme Court has come to the 
rescue of the common man. Two 
recent judgements promise to change 
the way the police operates in this 
country. In most recent judgement, 
three Haryana police officers belong¬ 
ing to ffie Indian Police Service (IPS) 
cadre, have been sentenced to Im- 
prisonement for acting illegally on 
behalf of the Chief Minister, Kiajan 
Lai. The officers detained two per¬ 
sons with the intention of harassing 
dieir employer, who was involved in 


a legal dispute with Hie CM's son-in- 
law, Anoop Bishnoi. The officers 
were found guilty not only of abus¬ 
ing their power to intimidate in¬ 
nocent individuals, but also of 
trying to mislead the apex court 
with false affidavits that sought to 
deny the charge of wrongful con- 
fmement. 

The judgement is a boost for 
honest officers who can refuse illegal 
ordeis on this ground Even officers 
who act on their own and are "more 
loyal than the king" in Hie words of 
the Supreme Court, will have a fear of 
being sent to jail if Hiey misuse their 
power. By taldng a tough stand on 
abuse of power by police officers, the 
Court has underlined Hie need for the 
police to put an end to Hie dubious 
tradiHon inherited from the British 
Raj 

The judgement is historic be¬ 
cause this is the Erst time that police 
officers have actually been jailed, 
though the Court has come down 
heavily on the police in the past. Un¬ 
fortunately Blu^ Lai's son-in-law 
was let off for want of evidence, and 
it IS widely felt Hiat to change the 
system, the political class shoiUd not 
be excluded from the Supreme 
Court's purview. Only Hien can judi¬ 
cial activism help strengthen the 
foundations of democracy. 

The second historic judgement is 
the one in which the Court directed 5 
police officers of the Punjab Police for 
killing a suspected terrorist couple in 
Calcutta. This case brings to light the 
fact that in their fight a^inst ter- 
ronsm, the Punjab Police often went 
beyond the permissible limits of the 
law. 

Methods of Improvement 

E do not have to go very far to 
look for ways to improve the 
police force. Several committees 
have looked into the working of Hie 
police. All Hiet needs to be done is 
to implement their recommenda¬ 
tions. ror this, a strong politicf 1 will 
is required. 

Secondly, a change in tlw legal 
process is required. Minor acts, 
whose violatkxi is pmdshed in oHwr 
democracies by law magistrates or 


peace officers, go before judicial 
courts in India and remain pending 
for years. This gives illegitimate 
powers to Hie police. An innocent 
person can be detained for a Icmg 
time before being heard. 

Thirdly, the police can be made 
accountable to a committee of 
people rather than the Home Mini¬ 
ster of the State. The possibility of 
giving illegal orders is thus mini¬ 
mal because others in the commit¬ 
tee can vote against such orders. 
People who point to the colonial 
legacy of the police might like to 
know that such a system operates in 
the UK. In other words, we have 
taken the bad things from the 
British Ra/ but not cared to look at 
the good things.' 

Fourthly, a lesson can be taken 
from Singapore In this country. 
Minor Acts are enforced with strict 
severity so Hiat people realize that 
even a small act will be punished. 
This IS how Singapore is kept clean 
and law abiding, and the police can 
gradually be shifted to bigger 
duties. 

Fifth, if judgements are swiftly 
announced like in Singapore, there 
would be less opportunity for the 
police to detain anyeme illegally. 

Gradually of course the focus of 
the police has to shift from bring a 
force to being a service. This realisa¬ 
tion will come slowly, but a start midst 
be made. The public has every right 
to expect a cost effective, non-dis- 
criminatory service. It is the tax 
payer's money that supports the 
police, and the responsibility of 
providing a good service lies square¬ 
ly with the leaders. Maybe Hii^ can 
learn a Hiing or two ffom other ser¬ 
vice industries. 

A total re-orientation of the 
police is Hius required. A lot needs 
also to be done about trairdng, so that 
attitudes can changS overeperiod of 
time. The tnining must be meder- 
id^ to ^ht modem crime. It is no 
to tw a policeman not to use 
degree meHiods unless he is 
trained in other methods. Qfdy ff Hse 
service im|»dves wiU the (KdrUC 
cepHoAchanfje. 
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The SAARC Summit: 
Beyond Words 



The eighth summit of the South 
Asian Association for Regional Co¬ 
operation (SAARC) was held in New 
Delhi m thefirst week of May Started in 
1985, d mil complete a det^e cf exist¬ 
ence in December this year 

Doubts have been expressed about 
the us^lness cf the SAARC, because 
rcgumal co-operatum has remained a dis¬ 
tant dream ^bogged down IS the region 
III bilateral issues that its progress has 
been pamfidly slow 

Economic co-operatton has also been 
tardy, and it was only in this sumniU that 
a time frame was agreed for the im¬ 
plementation of SAPIA, the South Asian 
Preferential Trade Agreement 

The need for co-aperatwm is even 
greater now, strux other regwnal group¬ 
ings are moving towards greater mira¬ 
tion This IS the age of regional trading 
blocs, and South Mian rudions bemg the 
world’s weediest economies, must go all 
out to strengthen ties among themselves. 

With the SAPTA, the first steps 
towards co-operation have been taken At 
the end cf the summit, the seven member 
nations resolved tofi^t terrorism, eradi¬ 
cate poverty and remove illiteracy by the 
end cf the century. 

This arhcle assesses the progress cf 
the SAARC while describing Oie out¬ 
come of the latest summit. It also 
describe vdmt still needs to be done for 
better co-operatum among South Asian 
countries 

A T the Dhaka launch of the 
wT^SAARC in 1985, General Eishad 
had expressed tlwdieamofdte seven 
South Asian countries becot^ng a 
"mighty reality". After almost a 
decade, ttteie aie doubts whedw it 


has been useful at all, because the 
only visible co-operation is the ex¬ 
change of some television program¬ 
mes Political differences have 
bogged down any ideas of regional 
and economic co-operation thus far. 

Fortunately, tiieie is now a grow¬ 
ing realisation that regional co¬ 
operation in South Asia is more of a 
necessity The world is moving 
towards regional trading blocs, such 
as the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) and the 
European Union (EU). The West has 
its own trading regime, the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 

This IS tiie age of regional trading 
blocs The new global framework 
provides a lot of opportunities but for 
only those who can capitalise on 
them The South Asian countries run 
the risk of bemg overwhelmed by 
massive entry of goods and services 
from developed countries if tiiey can¬ 
not muster tiie will to meet this chal¬ 
lenge Pranab Mukherjee, who has 
taken over as the Chairman of 
SAARC foreign ministers, struck the 
right chord when he said that 
regional co-operation must be ac¬ 
celerated. 

The first faltering steps have 
been taken towards economic co¬ 
operation. The dg^tii SAARC sum¬ 
mit held in New Delhi from hfay 2-7, 
brou|^t fortii some initiatives which, 
even if realised in a small way, are 
bound to strengthen mutual co¬ 
operations among the member 
States. 

The New Delhi summit not only 
marked the b^fnnmg of the Sou^ 
Asian Prefnential 11;^ Agre«nent 


(SAPTA) but also pledged to fight ter* 
rorism, eradicate poverty and 
remove illiteracy 

Delhi Declaration 

HE summit ended witit a declara¬ 
tion, finalised by foreign mini¬ 
sters of SAARC countries, inie 
member nations agreed to desig¬ 
nate 1995 as the "SAARC year of 
poverty eradication" and recom¬ 
mended the setting up of a 
mechanism to act as a forum for ex¬ 
change of information. 

The declaration reiterated the 
"unequivocal condemnation" of all 
acts, methods and practices cd ter¬ 
rorism as criminal and stressed tharti 
tiie highest pnority be accorded to 
enactment of legislabonattiie nation¬ 
al level to implement the SAARC 
Regicmal Convention on Suppression 
of Terrorism 

It also stressed that drug traffidk- 
ing is linked to oiganised crime, illicit 
arms trade and terrorism and tiiat 
this posed a serious threat to the 
security and stability of the region. 
All member States were urged to take 
necessary action for effective im¬ 
plementation of the 1993 SAARC 


SAARC: An Atm of OBriowM? 
(Flguree as % of woifdflgurM) 
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Convention on Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropk substances. 

The declaration called for a mid¬ 
year review of the action plan, which 
designated 1991-2000 as the "SAARC 
decade of die girl child" ft also em¬ 
phasised the urgency to address is¬ 
sues of gender disparity and 
empowerment of women. 

Member States also committed 
themselves to the global objective of 
"shelter for all by 2000". It expressed 
die resolve of countries to step up 
national and regional efforts for at¬ 
taining the goals of reduction in in¬ 
fant mortality and total 
immunisation of children 

I 

The declaration stressed the im¬ 
portance of international co-opera¬ 
tion for building up national 
capabilities, transfer of technology 
and promotion of multilateral 
projects and research efforts in mini¬ 
mising natural disasters Protection 
of the environment through con¬ 
certed action was emphasised 

The establishment of a three win¬ 
dow South Asian Development Fund 
with the merger of the SAARC Fund 
for Regional Projects and the SAARC 
Regional Fund was endorsed. The dec¬ 
laration reiterated SAARC's Commit¬ 
ment to the purposes and principles of 
the UN charter and reaffirmed its 
resolve to strengtiicn tiie UN as the 
central instrument of peace, security, 
disarmament, development and co¬ 
operation in the world. 

Nuclear disarmament also came 
in for notice, and uq;ed the con¬ 
ference CHI disarmament to negotiate 
an international convention barring 
die use, or threat of use, of nuclear 
weapons under any circumstances 
The successful conclusion of the 
Uruguay Round of multilateral trade 
negotiations was welcomed and reaf- 
tirmed the member countries' com¬ 
mitment to fully implement as 
scheduled, the final Act of the 
negotiations. The declaration also 
welcomed the WTO and hoped that 
it would expand international 
trade. 


From Words to Action 

S far as the rhetoric goes, SAARC 
governments are moving along 
the right track. But if the vast gap 
between precept and practice is to be 
closed, they will have to get down to 
specifics quickly and efficiently. It is 
perhaps another of South Asia's traits 
to imagine that the job is done by 
passing resolutions, li the 4000 word 
Delhi Declaration is to amount to 
anything substantial, some concrete 
action must emerge before long. 

Mr Abdul Cayoom, the Maldives 
President and next chairman of 
SAARC, described the declaration as 
a reflection of the organisation's 
iie.solve to promote regional coopera¬ 
tion in the pursuit of achieving 
greater economic and social progress 

The Delhi declaration is no doubt 
an impressive document which sets 
out an action plan as the SAARC 
enters its second decade. At a time 
when there is considerable scep¬ 
ticism about the effectiveness of 
SAARC, its role as the voice of South 
Asia will be judged by the steps taken 
to achieve the goals of the declara¬ 
tion. It is mo.st important therefore to 
move from words to action. 

SAARC: An Area of 
Darkness 

S. Naipaul described South Asia 
as "an area of 
darkness". The 
region is the poorest 
and the most 
populous area in the 
world with 1.2 bil¬ 
lion people. Four 
members—Bhutan, 

Maldives, Nepal and 
Bangladesh—belong 
to the category of 
Least Developed 
Countries (LDCs). 

Member countries 
face common 
problems such as il¬ 
literacy, malnutri¬ 
tion and 

over-population. 

The biggest 


challenj^ fa(»d by SAARC therefore 
may not be power disparities and 
political differences, but rampant 
poverty. It is estimated that 480 mil¬ 
lion people, consisting of 40% of the 
total population of South Asia, 
remain below ttie poverty line. This 
figure is almost twice the total 
population of the United States. 

A World Bank sponsored con¬ 
ference of experts from SAARC 
countries concluded that unless 
credible and sustainable country 
based programmes for reducing 
poverty are adopted within a 
reasonably short time, the stability of 
South Asia's scKio-political systems 
will be exposed to risk 

Poverty Alleviation: 
Meeting the Challenge 

OVERTY eradication was stressed 
in the Colombo summit in 199]. A 
study in poverty in the region had 
been sponsored by SAARC involving 
experts from the 7 member countries, 
through the Independent South 
Asian Commission on Poverty Al¬ 
leviation (ISACPA). Led by the 
former Prime Minister of Nepal, K,P. 
Bhattarai, the Commission had 
prepared a report. Meeting the Chal¬ 
lenge, which was adopted at the 
Dhalu summit in 1993. 

The latest resolve to eradicate 


WHAT IS SAARC DOING? 

Malnutrition in SAARC countries 

1 Low birth weight babies 
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30% 
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India 
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poverty by 2002 is thus a continua> 
tion of the Dhaka declaration. The 
Delhi declaration says that ntember 
countries will have to play a lead role 
in promoting the support structures 
needed for poverty eradication so 
that die poor have the right to food, 
work, shelter, health and education. 
And all this could be achieved, ac¬ 
cording to the Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Begum Khalida Zta, who 
said in her address that the approach 
was emphasised in the Dhal^ decla- 
rabon Among other things, it recog¬ 
nises the right to dual bhaat, a concept 
dedicated to the achievement of 
freedom from hunger and depriva¬ 
tion in South Asia 

The concept of dual bhaat has a 
basis m international law. Article 11 
of the International Covenant on 
Economic, Soaal and Cultural Rights 
guaranteeing right to food, has been 
in force since W6. The Uni^'ersal 
Declaration on eradication of hunger 
and malnutrition adopted in 1974 by 
World Food Conference and en- 


dotsed by the UN General Assembly 
strengthens diis concept. 

But the only cimcrete step that 
the SAARC nations have undertaken 
towards making daal bhaat a reality is 
the creation of a Regional Food 
Security Reserve. If SAARC countries 
rush to each other's help during food 
crisis using the regional reserve, there 
will be less need to import food from 
abroad. TTius, these countries will be 
able to save their foreign exchange 

Structural Adjustment and 
Poverty 

U nfortunately, the structural 

adjustment programmes under¬ 
taken by these countries are not com¬ 
patible with the dual bhaat concept. 
Market economies have no place for 
the poor, who continue to be mar¬ 
ginalised as disparibes of income 
grow "The processes of structural 
adjustment and stabilisation can ag¬ 
gravate the poverty situabon and 
widen the disparities between the 
nch and the poor", says flie inde¬ 


pendent group on South Asian Cck 
operation (IGSAC). 

The group also warned that 
structural adjustment should be for¬ 
mulated by giving poverty allevia¬ 
tion top priority While the market 
will introduce efficiency in the 
economy, the State will have an uv> 
creasing role to play. 

There are geographical con¬ 
centrations of poverty in the eastern 
regions ot the SAARC. The "poverty 
rectangle" consists of eastern States 
of India starting from eastern U.P. 
and going through Nepal, Bhutan 
and ^ngladesh "It is necessary to 
convert this into a growth rectangle", 
says the IGSAC It says that countries 
should join together for infrastruc¬ 
ture development, agricultural in¬ 
vestment and joint exploration of 
energy. 

This has been recognised by all 
member States. The Delhi summit's 
main achievement apart from SAPTA 
has been the resolve to eradicate 
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poverty in South Asia and to declare 
1995 as the year of poverty eradica¬ 
tion. But free market economies 
cause withdrawal of State subsidies 
and reduction in social expendi¬ 
tures. 

How are die two opposing forces 
to be reconciled? It seems that leaders 
of the SAARC countries have not 
thought about reconciling poverty al¬ 
leviation with their notion of taking 
loans and opening economies. Thus 
the declaration to eradicate poverty 
may just be a cosmetic declaration, 
which means nothing. The number of 
poor may actually increase as 
ecmomies open up. How serious are 
the leaders in eradicating poverty in 
this background? 

Nutrition and child Labour 

HERE was anodier matter which 
the leaders had not thought of. As 
the summit progressed, child 
workers marched to the venue of 
the SAARC summit to draw atten¬ 
tion to their plight. There are 80 mil¬ 
lion child workers in India alone, 
and their numbers showed that 
nothing seriously has been done 
about them. 

Human developement holds 
the key to economic growth and un¬ 
less the SAARC nations do some¬ 
thing about this, they will not be 
taken seriously in the world arena. 
The figures of nutrition showed an 
other story. India, a leading mem¬ 
ber of the SAARC, has an appalling 
33% of low birth weight babies, ac¬ 
cording to the UNDP Human 
Development Report. This means 
that every third newborn is low 
birth weight; and the state in other 
SAARC nations is no better. 
Surprisingly, these figures happen 
to be higher than those of poor 
countries in Africa. 

None of this could be tackled by 
the SAARC conference. Child labour 
threatens to become a major issue be¬ 
cause Europe is planning to put a 
labour clause prohibiting import of 
goods that use child labour. But Btere 


is no hiding from the fact that child 
labour does exist, and we have not 
been able to do anything about it. 

SAPTA 

UT the biggest achievement of die 
Delhi summit was the South 
Asian Preferential Trade Agreement 
(SAPTA) After two years of wran¬ 
gling, the 7 SAARC members were 
able to agree on an initial list of con¬ 
cessional tariffe. Foreign secretaries 
of the member countries have formal¬ 
ly agreed to make SAPTA operational 
tom December 8, 1995 to coincide 
with the 10th anniversary of the for¬ 
mation of the SAARC. 

India has responded to fears of 
economic domination by offering soft 
customs duty rates on 106 items 
Pakistan has proposed 35, Sri Lanka 
31, Maldives 17, Nepal 14, 
Bangladesh 12 and Bhutan 7. 

Considering the political hos¬ 
tilities and mutual fears, SAPTA is a 
big achievement. "It's a significant 
beginning for the process of 
regional ecbnomic co-operation", 
says P. Chidambaram, India's Com- 
mercf Minister. The mood now is to 
set up the more ambitious of 
SAFTA, the South Asian Free 'Erade 
Area. 

At present intra SAAC trade 
amounts to 3.4% of world trade. 
This figure should increase. Though 
the reductions offered are too few 
considering that SAARC trades in 
3000 tariff lines, it is hoped that 
intra regional trade may go up to 
8 - 10 %. 

Diplomats of otfier countries feel 
that the delay in SAPTA has been be¬ 
cause of Pakistan. It was unwilling to 
provide the list of items each country 
was asked to forward. The hict that a 
time limit was Bnally announced was 
due to the pressure tom other mem¬ 
bers, who are no lon^r willing to be 
stalled. 

India and Pakistan are two giants 
in the SAARC Bilateral problems 
have often stood in the patih of 
regional co-operation. Sii Lanka's 


President Chandrika Kumaratunga 
blames both the countries for 
SAARC's miserable performance. 
"Two mature countries like India and 
Pakistan should be able to work 
together despite differences", she 
said. 

Pakistan's Game Plan 

P AKISTAN has, however, allowed 
its differences with India to stand 
in the way of SAARC. This time, die 
dates of the summit were postpioned 
to facilitate the presence of Pakistan's 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. She 
still did not come, but Pakistan's 
President Farooq Leghari came in¬ 
stead. 

Mr Leghari acted and talked like 
a politician and asked for an am- 
mendment to the charter of the As¬ 
sociation to provide scope for 
political debate. Clearly Kashmir 
rides high on Pakistan's agenda, and 
it is willing to use a forum for 
regional co-operation to raise the 
issue. Pakistan's President then went 
on to meet the secessionist Hurriyat 
leaders in a blatant abuse of 
hospitality. On his return to Is¬ 
lamabad, he even called for die repeal 
of TADA. It was surprismg the 
government of India kept silent over 
the whole affair. It showed the 
foreign policy makers of our country 
in very poor light. 

SAARC has had a chequered ex¬ 
istence since its birdi in 1985. Now, 
Pakistani leaders threaten to deraU 
the process by claiining that no co- 
operatim is possible dU die Kashmir 
issue is addressed. 

There is no doubt duit the road 
for SAARC is strewn widi hurdles. 
The challenge before the Delhi sum¬ 
mit is to make regionalian work in 
South Asia, to turj^ hopes into 
realities inspite of adverse cir> 
cumstances. It is upto our leaders to 
forget disputes but if diey carmoL 
other leaders must push fordi for 
meaningful co-operation. Otherwise 
SAARC will remain a poor man's 
chib, a mere talk show. 
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- ARTICLE - 

Need for Stability in 
Monetary Policy Reguleition 
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Short-run Mcabures 

RIDll n};ulcition measunis ,if> 
noumed bv Iht* RBI c\oi> six 
m»i)tii> lit istntiall) ainiLti at 
ailtK \ ing shoit rangt ad)tistnrM>nts in 
llu dimand and supph ot mono\, 
with am M on llu laU ntintlalion It 
has bci’n itxogmsid that the poniui 
Irom \pril to Stptombti is slack 
season lor Lionomic aclivit) in »he 
Indnn ixonomv while the peiiod 
horn CK lobi i to \liiih is considered 
to be lb busy season Iiaditionallv 
Ihe RBI follovss i praetiee c*t baxing 
ditlenni ludil policies toi both the 
s» isons as demand tor credit and 
moni*v IS lesser dining the so-called 
slac k season as compared to the biisj 
season when due to stepped up 
c'conomic actiiiti the demand for 
c 1C dll also goes up eonsiderabl) 

The rcHitine six month!v review 
of Ihe eiidil polity considers a wide 
range of important monetary 
paiamelcis Ascrediteontroljsoneot 


Ihe prime functions ol any Central 
Bank RBI also pei forms this function 
bv reviewing the Bank Rate, 
Statutoiv I iquidity Ratio (SIR), Cash 
Reserve Ratio (C RR) lending and 
bonowing rales etc In addition to 
these me isun s ha\ ing direct bearing 
on the quantity oi told credit in the 
iccvnomv Is such the RBI also 
reviews the measuus relating to the 
ugulation of direction of creciit to el 
tecl the ri quirid qualitative changes 
This includc's the regulation cvf 
treasury bills to leview the credit 
availability to the Ciovernmcmt, 
regulation and conliol of exim (e\- 
poit-import) credit, cieditto thecapi 
tal and money maikets legulation ot 
food md non food credit deposit 
ratio scHlcvral distiibution of bank 
cri'dit and othei lelated aspects This 
picxess further aims at tegiilatmg the 
rc'serve money and giowth of money 
supply kc’cping the requirement of 
the economic system in view As a 
n*sult ot above measures, every six 
months some important changes in 
legulation of cicdit take place These 
changes could mrlude increase oi 
decrease in the lending/boirowing 
rates changes in availability of credit 
to one particular sector changes in 
the credit availability to the Ciovern- 
mc nt or even alterations in the credit 
rate for the external sector 

It would, however, be wrong to 
presume that the’se measures are only 
short term adjustments without any 
consideration, whatsoever, to the 
long-term overall monetary policy 
bung pursued by the C,ovemment 
I or example, as a long term policy 
measure, the tiovernment decided 
about years ago to gradually reduce 
the CRR and SLR to a parbcular level 
over a jx?riod of four years This 
long-term objective is being, tn 
general, followed by the successive 
six-monthly credit policies The 


recent credit policy announced by the 
RBI, however, has left these aspects 
untouched But at the same hmc, the 
successive credit policies also run 
ciMttrary to the ov crall long term ob- 
jectives of the monetary policy To 
quote an example, it is a known tact 
that to achieve true globalisation and 
libeialivition, credit must be avail 
ab>e to the trade and industry at a 
much cheapei rale It has also been 
admitted that the inteiest raie level in 
India IS much higher than the inter¬ 
national standaicls But, despite these 
two axioms, the RBI has neither bexm 
able to reduce the interest rates 
regularly not could muster the 
courage to allow free-float mterest 
rate m the economic system The 
icMscvns aie not far to seek The con¬ 
tinuing inflation pressute requires a 
dear money policy" which essen¬ 
tially means higher interest rates to 
keep the money supply within per¬ 
missible limits to contain the infla¬ 
tion At the same lime. It has been, of 
late, realised that the rate of savings 
m the country is gradually coming 
down thanks to the spurt in con¬ 
sumerism dui ing the recent years 1(0 
encourage the savings (and dius the 
investment), interest rates are required 
to be kept at reascmably higher level 
I len«*, notwithstanding the overall ob¬ 
jectives of reducing the mterest rates to 
make the credit available cheaply, the 
KBI invariably finds itself enhancing the 
lending and borruwmg rates, as is dearly 
witnessed in Bve credifjxilicy announced 
in April 1995 

Combating Inflation 

NF of the most jwrious economic 
problem faced oy India during 
the past about 18 months has been tire 
mounting inflationary pressure 
Several cautious steps were taken by 
the Government to combat the infla¬ 
tion in sudi a manner as to ensure 
ttiat the process of economic develop^ 
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merit was notadverseJy affected. But, 
despite these measures, the double 
digit inflation was persisting. It was 
thus expected that the new credit 
policy would aim at containing the in¬ 
flation by adopting several anti-infla¬ 
tionary measures. With this Central 
objective in mind, the RBI announced 
its new credit policy amidst the hopes 
of a free-float interest rate regime. 

With a view to contain monetary’ 
and credit expansion, the RBI left the 
CRR, SLR and lending-rate stipula¬ 
tions unchanged. At the same tunc, 
the maximum term deposit rate ha.s 
been increased by one percentage 
point from existing 11 per cent to 12 
per cent for maturity time beyond 46 
days. This measure would certainly 
result in hike in prime lending lates 
by the scheduled commercial banks 
This would be necessitated by the 
fact that the incn'ase in deposit rales 
has come without corresponding in¬ 
crease in the CRR norms and the 
banks will be forced to jack up the 
prime lending rates to maintain their 
current spreads The RBI Clovernor 
expects the aggregate bank deposits 
lo grow by Rs 65{%0 crorc, or 17 per 
cent, during the current financial 
year The resultant lending rate hike 
would be consistent with the central 
bank's policy of curbing excessive ex¬ 
pansion of non-food credit in the 
recent past Both these measures 
would n'sult in reduction of money 
supply, thereby reducing the pres¬ 
sure on the prices. Another important 
feature of the new credit policy is that 
the credit out-flow to the Non-Bank 
Financial Companies (NBFCs) has 
been reduced considerably The 
policy seeks to cut drastically the 
overall borrowing limits for all 
categories of NBFCs and the worst 
affected are the loan and Investment 
firms and the residuary non-banking 
companies, as their Existing bor¬ 
rowing limits have been cut by 50 
per cent. Similarly, these limits of 
borrowing for equipment leasing i 
and hire-purchase companies have 
also been reduced by 25 per cent. 
This cut is t/3rd in case of other 
leasing and hire purchase com¬ 
panies. 


Inasij 
observed i 


ifleanttnove, the RBI has 
at the ban imposed by it 


in September 1994 on the bridge 
loans to NBFCs was not being ob¬ 
served strictly by the bankers. The 
ban has now mrtherbeen extended to 
all the companies making public is¬ 
sues. The practice of providing iUKh 
bridge loans is djserved throughout 
the world and a complete ban on this 
practice has been criticised by many, 
it is tell lhat rather than completely 
banning this activity, procedure and 
mechanism should have been 
evolved ti> have proper checks to en¬ 
sure that such loans were not 
misused to rig the public issues, 
resulting in cheating of the small in- 
ve.stors The ban is obviously 
prompted by the recent scandal in¬ 
volving M.S. Shoes, where bridge 
loans to the tune of Rs 100 crore were 
illegally dh’erted to the .secondary 
market by the promoter lo rig the 
share price and thereby cheat the in¬ 
vestors The ban would, however, 
help the small investors to get a fair 
deal by tastening the allotment 
process and improving the quality of 
public issues in future. 

Export Credit 

T HL new credit policy also aims at 
regulating the export credit. The 
RBI has relied on a reduction in ex¬ 
port credit refinance for restricting 
the credit and monetary expansion 
Fn»m the existing two tier formula for 
export credit rupee refinance, the RBI 
plans to switch over to a normal 
single tier system, coupled with 
bringing forward the base year by 
one year. With the target of reducing 
the export credit refinance limit by Rs 
1200 crore, the RBI will now provide 
100 per cent export credit refinance 
vis-a-vis their increa.se in export 
credit over the monthly average level 
of 19U2-93. The post-.shipment credit 
has also bet*n altered. The existing 
rate ot interest, which was 6.5 per 
cent on the post-shipment export 
credit denominated in dollars, has 
now been raised to 7.5 per cent 
Refinance rate for this type of credit 
has also been hiked by one percent¬ 
age point from the existing 5.5 per 
cent. Furthei^ the RBI realised that the 
current limits of the bank for this pur¬ 
pose were wide. To mend this the RBI 
reduced the export credit refinance 
limits to 70 per cent of the outstand¬ 


ings export credit, as compared to 80 
per cent earlier. It is expected that this 
nu'asurc itself would result in reduc¬ 
ing the dollar dominated credit 
refinance by about Rs 8Z5 crore 
during the current financial year. 

Certain other mea-sures adopted 
by the RBI include pcrmis.sion to the 
mutual funds .set up by private sector 
lo lend in the inter-bank call and notice 
money market. Further, with a view to 
pren'ide funds for the newly estab¬ 
lished Rural Infrastructure Develop¬ 
ment Fund being set up by the 
NABARD, the RBI has announced the 
interest rates at which the banks could 
contribute to fliis fund. 

Critique 

E VIDFNTLY, the main thrust of the 
recent mOTetarv regulation package 
Ls on containing the inflation rate. Ironi¬ 
cally, the day on which tlic new credit 
policy was announced, the inflation 
rate, after remaining in double digit 
continuously for 19 wc*eks, declined to 
9 38 per cent from 10 (B during the pre¬ 
vious week. A week after, it further 
declined to less than 9 per cent. This 
reduction in Hie rale of inflation, how¬ 
ever, cannot be attributed to the 
credit policy But, it is aiimitted 
that the downward trend in the in¬ 
flation rate would be assisted by the 
reduced money supply in the com¬ 
ing months. 

However, successive credit 
policy clianges result in persistent 
uncertainty in the economy, par¬ 
ticularly about the credit avaifability. 
Short term objectives sought to be 
achieved by such policy measures, at 
times, run contrary to the long term 
policy. For example, the recent anti- 
inflationary thrust may be counter 
productive for rapid economic 
development. At the .same time, by 
reducing the availability of export 
credit, it may hamper the growth of 
exports during the current financial 
year. F.fforts, therefore, must be made 
to have a stable long-term monetary 
fierspective so that the pace of the 
on-f^ing process of reforms is not 
dampened. %ort-term adjustments} 
hence, require to be totally phased 
out over the coming years so that the 
monetary and credit regulation is 
stabilisea. 
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ESSAY 


The condition of man is a . 
condition of war 


E ver since his first appearance on 
the planet earth the condition of 
man has been that of a fighter, pitted 
against hostile forces, sometimes un¬ 
leashed by nature and quite oftert let 
loose by ntiier men I'rom battles to a 
war and vice versa, man has 
remained in the thick of action, both 
physical as well as intellectual. Ini¬ 
tially unarmed and alone, with very 
little sophistication and strategic ad¬ 
vantage of his existence, he was botii 
a victim and a victor of his situation. 
His state of being, bodily as well as 
psychologically, has been condi¬ 
tioned and cultivated by a countless 
series of kicks and kudos, and today, 
when he strides over land, water and 
space like a Colossus, he still finds 
himself in a .state of dilemmas con¬ 
fronting him at every turn and twist 
of life. 

Equipped with brain and brawn, 
man is in a better position to have a 
dig at his enemies other than his own 
fellow human beings and thus prove 
himself superior to other creatures in 
every respect. Put against his foes, he 
can give a better account of his 
powers and proclivities in a battle- 
torn life, where problems make sud¬ 
den appearances and seem to out wit 
him. Caught in the whirlpool of enig¬ 
mas and the cob-web of unforeseen 
or inexplicable events, man always 
finds himself on his toes or being 
pushed to the comer. Tensions and 
traumas, hopes and fears that a war- 
battered life brings in its trail, leave 
him little time to compose and con¬ 
centrate. The stresses and strains of 
daily life allow him no respite to 
'stand and stare' and come to terms 
with his surroundings and with him¬ 
self. Pulls and pressures of daily 


demands, ambitions and aspirations 
keep him pre-iKCupied with devbing 
and designing new strategies so that 
he comes out of the fire of conflict, 
successful. 

Flaving come a long way since 
the stone age, he still remains the ob¬ 
ject to be harried as a result of decay 
and decline of his faculties. Seemingly, 
he docs not throw up his hands in 
defeat and disgust, yet the scars of 
many a battle that he has fought be¬ 
come apparent on the mirror of his 
face Sometimes as an 'outsider' or an 
'angry young man', he finds his own 
achievements failing him. Many a 
time the predicament of 'to be or not 
to be' haunts him and the war- 
theatre shifts from his daily routine of 
'bread and butter' to the restive mind 
where doubts and confusion cloud 
his ingenuity and intuitive powers. 
This psychological war rages inside 
the man till he finds himself crisis- 
ridden or a split-personality. Despite 
the stupendous strides that he has 
made in fields of science and technol¬ 
ogy, medical science, communica¬ 
tions el al. the war against diseases 
like neurosis, cancer, senility and 
now AIDS saps his vitality and 
valour. 

Man, whether he lived in the 
primitive times or in the medieval 
times or else he is a member of 
modern milieu, has always had to 
resort to tactical retreats or advances 
whenever his survival is in danger. 
Conflicts and compromises are the 
two sides of a coin that he tosses 
about to secure his safety and insula¬ 
tion again.st surprises. Witfi the best 
of tools and defence devices at his 
control and command, computers 


and robots to carry out his orders, 
and lighten the boredom and 
hazards of life, he has yet to come to 
peace with himself. Like a fish out 
of water, he sees 'red' in all direc¬ 
tions and therefore is unable to alter 
the war-like situation to his heart's 
desires and mind's motives. 

We live in an 'age of fear'—^fear 
bom out of the possible break-out of 
atomic warfare, depletion of ozone 
layer and worst of all the fear of in¬ 
evitable death in the absence of any 
moral, cultural and spiritual support. 
Man's condition in today's world is 
further complicated and confused 
when he can no Icmger be sure that he 
shall obtain humanitarian reactions 
from another human being even if he 
speaks the language of humanity to 
him. In this age of fear which sup¬ 
ports and sustains the wily web of 
war, whether among nations or 
within the man himselL coercion has 
replaced conciliation, expediency has . 
ousted excellence, technical and 
ideological (or economic) considera¬ 
tions ignore the individual's instinct 
for fre^om, haziness and justice. In 
the words of Camus, the French 
novelist and Nobel Laureate: "There 
is nothing less excusable ttian war 
and the appeal to natural hatred. But 
once war has come, it is botti coward¬ 
ly and useless to try to stand on one 
side under the pretext Buit one is not 
responsible. It is both impossible 
and immoral to judge an event from 
outside...." Thus the'vonditfon of 
man, whether a soldier or a pacifist, 
is that of an activist or a warrior, 
who has no option but to take t)iM 
bull by tfie horns and combat and 
contain the forces of war that are 
out to harass and-^KumUiate 'him 
into submisskm. 
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Question Box 


Q. I want to become a fashion designer. Please 
let me know how does one become a designer and 
why? 

—Manoj O Bhagat, Makarpura, Baroda 

A. Fashion designing is a glamorous profession. 

With garment exports increasing at record speed, there 
is a shortage of designers. One can either join an export 
house or start one's own business, as many fashion 
designers have done. Salaries are good, you can expect 
Rs 3500 per month as a trainee, going up to Rs 20,000. 
This is more than what other professions offer. 

Among the reputed collies are the National In¬ 
stitute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), International In¬ 
stitute of Fashion Technology, the Pearl Academy of 
Fashion and the SNDT Polytechnic at Bombay. There is 
usually an entrance test for admission. There is a 
shortage of good professionals, and if you think you 
have the talent, join one of the institute by all means! 

Q. Please answer the questions: Who is the editor 
of (a) Hie Times of India (5) The Hindustan Times and 
(c) Indian Express. 

— H.M.K. Dixit, Aislibagh. Lucknow. 

A. (a) Gautam Adhikari, Executive Editor, The 
Times of India. 

(b) V.N. Narayanan, Editor in Chief, The Hindustan 
Times. 

(c) HX Dua, Editor in Chief, Indian Express. 

Q. Is there any difference between Chairman and 
Speaker of Lok Sabha? If so, who is our present Chair- 
map of Lok Sabha? 

—fOtfesh ArOrUi Brdadurgarh, Rahtck. 

A. Hm presiding officers of die Lok Sabha are called 
die Speaker and Deputy Speaker. At present the Speaker 
is Mr ShiviBj PatiL The Lok Sabha does not have a Chair¬ 
man. However, die officers of die Rajya Sabha are called 
Chairman aiui i^e^ty Chairmm. The ^ce President of 
India is the exnbffidb Chainnah of die Rajya Sabha, that 

is,!Mr K.R hbutayimah. ‘ V. 

’ ''Q-T.4itoastiulent Mf XII daas (Commerce), t want 
to }Ma ^ fl.B A. (Baditlor of Business Administra- 

■•■J' •''■5 . - 


tion). Kindly guide me and inform about the job op¬ 
portunities after this course. 

—Kapit Ouiwla, Pilampura, New Delhi. 

A. Though it is a comparatively new course, it is in¬ 
creasingly becoming popular. In fact, it is emerging as 
an alternative to the B. Com course since it offers more 
job opportunities than the B. Com. However, to rise to 
.senior management levels, it would be important to ac¬ 
quire a masters degree (MBA) after the BBA. 

There are a number of institutes offering this course, 
as direct contact and through correspondence. Look out ■ 
for admission notices in newspapers and apply. You will 
have to clear an entrance test, so be prepared with your 
basics. The session usually starts in July, so look out for 
notices in May/June. The Competition Master too an¬ 
nounces some admission tests in "Admissions Alert". 

Q. What is the difference between C.I.A. and F.B.I.? 

—Rohit Wadhwa, Madanpuri, Curgaon. 

A. The CIA stands for Central Intelligence Agency 
and FBI is tile Federal Bureau of Investigation. Both are 
agencies of the U5. government. The C.I.A. conducts 
operations internationally while F.B.l. is responsible for 
internal investigations. 

Q. What is fax? Who invented it? What are its uses? 

—Alok Kumar Akela, Puntia, Bihar. 

A, Fax is the short form for facsimile, and is a device 
that transmits black and white pictures, drawings and 
printed material at a distant place. It is sent by 
means of radio or telephone. At the receiving end 
one gets the exact replica of the document sent from 
one end. 

It is difficult to say who invented the fax, but its 
uses are obvious. Documents can be submitted over 
long distances in a matter of seconds. The fax makes 
business communication very easy and has become very 
popular all over the world. 

Q. What is cellular telephone? How does it differ 
from ordinary telephone? 

—S.R. Srinitm, New Delhi. 

A. A cdlular phone allows you to make telephone 
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calls while moving. It can thus be installed m vehicles 
and allows you to be m touch even when you are not in 
oIBce or home It is called so because the calling and 
receiving zones are divided into cells. An ordinary 
telephone, on the other hand, remains confined to a par¬ 
ticular area and can be operated only in a small area 
where the number is located 

Q. What is a stock exchange? How did exchanges 
start? 

—Smti Dutta, Palamau, Bthar 

A. A stock exchange is a market for the purchase 
and sale of securities such as shares, stocks and bonds 
Such markets have existed for centunes. They started in¬ 
itially as meetings in a restaurant of a few men who 
acted as intermediaries between buyers and sellers 
They did this for a commission. In London, stockbrokers 
met at the Jonathan CoffM House In die U S, the 
brokers met everyday under a tree on Wall Street. These 
men were the original 24 members of the New York 
Stock Exchange 


Elsewhere, stock exchanges sprang up even earlier. 
The ongm of the Paris stock marl^ goes back to 1138 
and in Amsterdam the Erst exchange was founded in 
1611 

Q. Why are most pencils hexagonal? 

— S. Vishxaamthan, Madras. 

A. Hexagonal pencils do not roll off desks Th&t 
could be a reason for dieir shape But practically speak¬ 
ing, they are easier to make and are more cost effective. 

A round pencil wastes wood. Nine hexagonal pencils 
can be made from the same amount of wood needed for 
eight round ones 


We Invite readers to send us any query or question 
to which they have not been able to find an answer. 
Kindly send your question to QUESTION BOX, 
The Competition Master, 126, Indastnal Area-1, 
Chandigarh-160 002 
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DEBATE; DISCUSSION 


Prosecuting a Corrupt CM 


A Corruption among 
politicians is rampant in our 
country. If there is anything 
common among ministers of 
different States, North or South, it 
is the allegations of corruption they 
attract soon after assuming official 
responsibility. If they are not 
involved themselves, it is their 
family members. It is truly a dismal 
situation. And, while police 
officials and bureaucrats can have 
CBI enquiries on their conduct, 
politicians seem to have a certain 
immunity—they can only be 
booted out in the elections. There is 
little consolation in this, because 
the minister can continue his errant 
ways till then. By the lime the 
elections come, he has made 
enough money to last him for 
various generations. Can nothing 
be done about them? 

MrB Even if they arc booted 
out in the elections, what about 
punishment? An IAS officer can be 
suspended, but the only 
punishment of the politicians is to 
be r»no^d from (^ce. I^cy 
should in fset betreatedand ' ’<* 
prosecuted like criminals, because' 
it is public money flifey have 
comeeed. The news that die Ihmil 
Nadu Governor M. Chenna Reddy 
has given permission to prosecute 
the Chief Minister, Jayalalitha, on 
alleg^ons of corruption ^d 
criminal.Biiscoitdu(k,isthi:»,a. ’. 
positive dcyelopnwnt At last tlw. 
ptditicians wHl’know dwt diey 


canriot go about their corrupt ways 
without anyone to check them. 

MrC That is true, but I am still 
not happy with this because there 
is tremendous delay in granting of 
the permission by the Governor. In 
this ca,se, Mr Subramaniam Swamy 
had presented a petition to the 
Governor on November 2,1993 for 
sanction to prosecute the Chief 
Minister. But the order was given 
on February 25,1995, a good 16 
months afterwards. As no orders 
were passed for a long time, Mr 
Subramaniam had to move the 
Madras High Court for a direction 
to the Governor for the grant of the 
necessary sanction, but this petition 
was dismissed on the ground that 
legal proceedings were not 
maintainable agatn.st the Governor. 
Delay defeats the very purpose of 
prosecuting a minister, because 
justice delayed is justice denied. 
Sixteen months is a long time for a 
corrupt minister to continue 
anutssing w'eallh wrongly. I don't 
understand why permission must be 
obtained at all for such a purpose. 
Chief Ministers and other politicians 
should be treated like ordinary 
pec^le and prosecu^ like any civil 
servant, if found guilty. 

MrD I agme that 16 months is 
a long time. It was only because of 
Mr Subramaniam Swamy's 
persistence that foe permission was 
obtained. An OTdinary person 
cannot spend his time on this only. 
But it was important that the 


Governor w'as satisfied in every 
way before he gave permission. It 
was important that he did not rush 
into granting permission but had 
applied his mind before doing so. 
Inspite of this, there may be 
charges that foe sanction accorded 
by the Governor was a political 
decision, as claimed by Ms 
Jayalalitha. Justice Rajinder Sachar 
has charged that it is "more 
political than mere charges of 
corruption" because there was a 
history of antagonism between 
Reddy and (ayalalitha. But your 
point that a corrupt politician 
should be treated like any corrupt 
public servant, is a valid one. 
Politicians have shamelessly gone 
about doing corrupt acts once 
they are in power because they 
think they enjoy immunity Since 
other public servants can be 
proMTuted if found guilty, 1 quile 
agree that permission should not 
bo required to pro.secute a corrupt 
minister. 

MrE You have raised a 
relevant point. Permission would 
also be meaningie.ss if the 
Governor and Chief Minister are 
friends. These days governors are 
also politicians and a situation may 
arise that the Governor Is 
sympathetic to a corrupt Chief 
Minister. Obviously, he v\dll never 
give permissiod to prosecute, no 
matter how persistent a person is. 

So if the Governor wishes to stall 
the prosecution for whatever 
reasons, he will easily do so. 
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MrD But permission is 
necessary, 1 think. If a person can 
directly approach a court of law in 
this matter, the opposition may 
bring unsubstantiated charges 
against a minister, in the hope of 
retaining political mileage As 
Ms Jayalalitha has herself 
pointed out in her petition in the 
High Court that frivolous 
charges may be brought upon a 
CM, especially before elections, 
in (he hope of tarnishing the 
image of a leader. So there has to 
be some protection against this 
kind of thing But what is to be 
done if the Govenor does not 
gi\e permission deliberately"^ I 
think the CBl should be 
empowered to secretly keep 
investigating the conduct and 
assets of a minister. And when 
solid proof is collected, it should 
go to the Court with evidence 
But then the CBI has to have a 
ceitain amount of independence 
to be able to do so 


Mr A Don't forget that the CBl 
IS also under the control of political 
masters, and can be easily 
manipulated Moreover, if the CBI 
starts looking into the assets of 
politicians—find there arc so many 
of them—it will have little time to 
do anything else No, I think that 
rathei than burden the CBI, there 
should he an independent agency 
that looks into the affairs of 
politicians They should be 
required under law to declare their 
assets and those of their wives, 
children, in-laws eh. The 
independent agency that 1 propose 
should keep monitoring these 
assets periodically If they rise 
dramatically in any given period, 
one can be sure that the politician 
is corrupt. This monitoring is 
more economic than anything 
else. If our leaders aie serious 
about controlling corruption, they 
should create a separate 
intelligence cell, which should be 


mdependentand should even have 
the power to investigate the Prime 
* Minister'sassets 

MrB Phis sounds like a good 
idea In other countries this 
function is done by the press and 
there is a very strong public 
opinion. No public figure can 
escape wrong doing. In fact, India 
may be one of the few countries 
when* a known corrupt politician 
can continue m office pending a 
sanction for prosecution In the US, 
a President may be impeached as 
happened in the case of Richard 
Nixon. Politicians the world over 
are expected to maintain high 
morality. We have seen that in 
japan a Prime Minister can be 
forced to resign if charges of 
corruption are known. In Britain 
the press performs an important 
role Kven if the tabloids report any 
wrong doing by MPs, they are 
forced to resign. Sometime liack a 
Norwegian minister was censured 
for accepting a gift from an airline, 
which had a public scheme of 
rewarding frequent fliers. The 
point was that he could not even 
accept this because he travelled c^n 
official duties. If only India had 
similar standards, we would not be 
debating this Unfortunately, even 
if the press does report any corrupt 
act of a politician, nobody really 
cares, and the charges are soon 
forgotten. 


A The government should 
serinqsly think of creating such an 
investigating bexly. But that will take 
time, and till that happens, 
somethmg simpler can be done. The 
government can simply incorporate 
in the rules that serious allegations of 
corruption should receive die 
automatic sanction of the Governor. 
Also, that frivolous con^laints 
attract severe punishment This will 
prevent misuse of the provision. If 
this is done, politicians will find it 
difficult to get away with flnandal 


wrong doing and misuse of office. 
Txik Pal is also an answer, but that 
law too provides immunity to top 
political post in each State. The 
ludgement of the Court in the 
Jayalalitha case, and before that in 
the A.R Antulay case, is 
unambiguous. It shows that every 
cituon has a right to demand 
accountability from the leaders 
Given perseverance, an individual 
can succeed in bringing a Chief 
Minister to face prosecution on 
chaiges of corruption. The next 
step for the Court is to make the 
process a little simpler, so that if 
the charges are* serious enough, a 
person with levs perseverance can 
also do the same I w'ould say that 
fear of the disgrace and the 
resultant publicity will keep 
many a Chief Minister and his 
progeny in check. After a long 
time the people of India see a 
silver lining and have the means 
to control corrupt politicians, who 
have spoiled public life and 
morality 

MrE Ihere is much to be said in 

favour of creating an independent 
agency loo, because a person cannot 
keep running to the Court for what is 
essentially an investigative function. 
Nor does he have the means to 
collect solid proof against a Chief . 
Minister. The independent agency 
will solve many ot the problems 
that an individual is likely to face. 

Tt is about time that the 
government got serious about its 
task of controlling corruption. I 
feel that the present system of 
obtaining permission from the 
Governor can be continued and 
simplified but at the same time an 
independent investigative agency 
should also be created. 

Corruption is one of^ur major 
problems, which not only is bad 
in itself, but is giving us a bad 
name. And, if politicians can be 
controlled, stopping corrupt 
bureaucrats and tiie police would 
become an easy task. 
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Kashmir 
on the Boil 


_Just when normala/ was returning to Kashmir, came the news of the destruction cf the 
535^0r old shrine of the Sufi saint Sheikh Noor-ud-Din by mercenaries and militants. The 
Charar-e-Sharief tragedy urns foreseeable as the situation Itad been building up for over two 
months. There was no doubt about the intentions of the gang that was holed up inside the shrine. 

The fact that it did happen inspite of clear indications 0 / the terrorists, shows fatal flaws in 
the government's decision making mechanism and the absence of a comprehensive structure to 
deal with challenges to national security. 

So does the utter inadequacy of the government's information policy. There has been no 
attetnpt to use the media to project the reodity of the situation in Kashmir. In the absence of first 
hand accounts, questions remained about the happenings at Charar-e-Sharitf. 

The burning down cf the shrine dealt a serious blow to the process of political normalisation 
in the Shite. Suddenly a qu&tion mark hung over the holding cf elections. The government 
decided to extend the President’s rule by anoOier six months beymd July 17, postponing the poll 
plans, ostensibly to allow the situation to ease a little. 

The decision may come as a shot in the arm for the militants and Pakistan's game plan in 
the area. Charar-e-Shariefthus represents the failure of the government on all counts. 

Our Cover §tory looks at the recent developments in Ka^mir and examines the long term 
implications cfv^t BBC called, "India's Pou^k^''. 
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K ashmir represents an on¬ 
going tragedy It also repre¬ 
sents how an indecisive 
government lets events 
take their own course, even in mat¬ 
ters of national secunty 

The burning down of Chaiar-e- 
Sharicf showed that pioblems do not 
go away by themsel\t>s, they only get 
worse As expected, Pakistan went 
about scoring propaganda points m 
its campaign to annex the Indian 
State T he Indian government, on the 
olhei hand, dithered over whether to 
go ahead with the cIih tions and final¬ 
ly decided to extend the President's 
lule 

What makes the tragedy heart¬ 
rending IS that it occurred when 
pcopk* in Srinagar were warming to 
the idea ol an election The Charar 
episode IS tinis a tremendous setback 
m the normalisation process There 
had bt'en no imposibon of curfew for 
over 18 months and the last time that 
curfew was impeded was during the 


Ha/ratbal siege in Custodial 
deaths had declined and many felt 
that the time wiis i ipe for a concei ted 
effort to restore peace 

While people had not turned pro- 
India, they had become disillusioned 
with Pakistan 1 hete was realisati >n 
that though India was not going to 
grant independence, maximum 
freedom within the todian Conshhi 
tion was popularly petcuis cd as the 


C haidi-e-Shanef The Army came in 
tor blame Why did they besiege the 
town when eventually they failed to 
either protect the shrine or to nab the 
tciioiist leader MastCiuP 

Failures 


T ill bankiuptcy pf the 
government's Kashmir 
policy stcHid exposed There 
was talk cif going ahead with 
the elections even as curfew ron- 
tiiuiect in the Stale 

The involvement of Pakistani 
trained militants of Haikat-ul-Ansar 
in destruction of the shrine not¬ 
withstanding theie IS no escaping 
thi conclusion tint m Kashmii the 
government has lailc'd the pt*ople 
I he ban on the media was a mapi 
mistake bccruso it ensuied that the 
tiiith of the developments would 
nev Cl be know n 

The govei nment'-. failure to hold 
I ilh with thi lluiiival leaders who 
wield consideiable influence in the 




Kashmir 
represents 
an ongoing 
tragedy. 




next best option 

But these gains have now gi ne 
up in tiaines with the shriiu at 


History of Kashmir Problem 


By the tenns agreed 
upon for the partition of the 
Indian sub-continent be¬ 
tween India and Pakistan, 
the rulers of princely 
States were given the op¬ 
tion for either Pakistan or 
India The Maharaja of 
Kashmir Han Singh, 
believed that by delaying a 
decision he could maintain 
the independence of 
Kashmir 

On October ?0,1947, 
Pashtun tribesmen in¬ 
vaded the State, and there 
was also a revolution by 
the Muslim subjects of the 
State The Indian govern¬ 
ment decided to send its 
forces, but not before sign¬ 


ing of the Instrument of Ac¬ 
cession to the Indian 
Union, on October 26 
1947 

This was the signal for 
intenrention both by Pakis¬ 
tan and India Pakistan 
considered Kashmir a 
natural extension of its 
country, but India intended 
to confirm to the act of ac¬ 
cession Localised war 
continued till 1948 and 
was terminated by a U N 
cease fire In July 1949, 
India and Pakistan defined 
a cease fire line that 
divided administration of 
the territory Muzaf- 
farabad, Kotli, part of Mir- 
pur and Punch districts 


comprise the State of Azad 
Kashmii unoer Pakistan 
while Jammu with part of 
Punch and M'rpur d'stnets, 
Kashmir Va'ley and 
Ladakh came undei Indian 
control 

In India the State of J 
& K retains a special status 
defined by Article 370 of 
the Constitution J&Khas 
Its own constitution 
adopted in 1956, that af¬ 
firms the integrity of the 
State within the Republic 
of India The Union 
government has direct 
powers in defence, exter¬ 
nal affaiis and com¬ 
munications, Supreme 
Court jurisdiction and 


emergency powers A 
Governor is appointed by 
the President of India 

Ironically, while the 
government of India has 
been very generous to 
Kashmir in respect to plan 
allocations and shown 
special accommodation to 
the State, anti-Indian feel¬ 
ings persist among large 
sections of the Kashmiri 
people 

Some people want to 
have an independent 
State Pakistfli openly en¬ 
courages secessionist 
groups, assisting them in 
many ways 
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valley, was also a blunder which 
proved costly 

The remarks of Mr Ra)esh Pilot 
soon after the tragedy only added 
fuel to the fire 

rhe burning down of the shnne 
destroyed the last vestiges of 
moderatinn Some feel that the move¬ 
ment can only degenerate into 
violence The government his 
decided to buy time, and only a 
coherent policy can end the \iolcnt 
phase of the movement 

CharaM-Sharief 


Shimla Agreement 


T his is what the leirorists 
wanted Their garni plan 
was to infiltrate into the 
sacred shrine and have a 
confrontation with the aimed toms 
1 his would draw international attim 
tion and discredit India 

A damage to the shiine would 
alienate the Muslims all over the 
countrv This was the game plan fol¬ 
lowed at thet»olden Temple too 

At Chaiar e-Shaiief liiuie v\ as an 
additional objective too The relative 
stabilisation of the situation would 
speed up elections, which would 
weaken the Pakistani stand on Ka‘h- 
mir 

By burning die shrine of Sheikh 
Noor-ud-Din alias Nund Rishi who 
epitomised the very essence of Kash 
miriyat, disturbance could be i lused 
in entire Kashmir 

Regarded as the pation sunt ot 
Kashmir, Sheikh Nooi-ud-l)m wis 
the fu^t sufi saint who founded a 
remarkable order of Islamic ris/iis He 
forged a synthesis of spintual teach¬ 
ings and the Kashmiri way of life 
This secular approach made him the 
object of veneration by Muslims and 
Hindus alike EvcnEmpeiorJehangir 
was struck by die simplicity of the li fe 
of members of the Older founded by 
Sheikh Noor-ud-Din 

Hi 8 tomb, built around die time 
of Akbar, had elaborate carvings 
There was an adjoining Masjid built 
by the then Pathan governor, Atta 
Mohanuned Khan, which was also 


The Shimla Summit batman PraMantZJL Bhutto otPiMatan and 
Prime Minister Indira QandhI ot India ma Md In tint waak of July 
1972. The summit continued tor Bve daya. Pro^eas waa slow. The 
agreement was signed on the night betwean July 2 and 3. 

The main points of the agreement ware: 

• Pakistan undertodc to end the policy of confrontation against India and 
to begin working for harmonious relations to achieve durable peace 

• The two sides agreed to dsengagement of troops and return of oc¬ 
cupied territory across recognised International borders, leaving the 
status quo as on December 17,1971 intact in Jammu and Kashmir 

• Both sides agreed that Indo-Pak differences are to be settled by 
peaceful means through bilateral negotiations or by any other peaceful 
means mutually agreed upon 

• Both sides reiterated their faith m the UN charter 

• Resumption of normal contacts in communications, travel facilities, eto 
India’s pnnciple of bilateralism was incorporated In the pacl'^e two 

countnes resolved 1o settle their differences by peaceful means through 
bilateral negotiations or by any other peaceful means rhutuaHy agreed upon 
between them Pending the final settlement of any of the problems between 
the two countnes neither side shall unilaterally alter the situation and both 
shall prevent the organisation, assistance or encouragement of any acts 
detnmental to the maintenance of peaceful and hamionious relations ” 

This was the most vital provlao of the Shimla agreement, and one 
that met to a great extent India’s objective. 

The impoitanco of this proviso was Pakistan for the first time ent^fed 
into a solemn commitment not to make any unilateral attempt to disturb the 
situation in regard to any dispute between the two countnes This clearly 
applied to the Kashmir dispute also 

This pending a final settlement of the Kashmir problem, if ever, Pakis¬ 
tan IS forbidden to use force or foment subversion to detach Kashmir from 
India the central objective of Pakistan's policy of confrontation Under this 
proviso Pakistan cannot seek outside inten/ention either, except with the 
concurrence ot India 

In effect Pakistan’s claim on Kashmir was frozen although it may 
continue to talk of the right of self-determination and the hke “in pnnciple" 
Of course, the pact binds India also not to use force to dislodge Pakistan 
from occupied Kashmir 

However, since India had no idea to do any such thing, the force of the 
commitment is for all practical purposes on Pakistan 

It was thought that with improvement of relationa the Line of Control may 
well become international bor^r with some mutualty agreed re-adjustments 
and rationalisation 

Unfortunately, Pakistan has faded to live up to tfie agreement and 
continues to abet subversive activities in the valley Weak policies of Indian 
government have helped in tuither fueling the Are 
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burnt down 

Clearly, icligton hab nothing to 
do with this desecration, it is pohiits 
Pakistan is shedding trocodile tears 
over the incident, though if it had the 
interests of Islam in mind it would 
not support menenanes who destroy 
shrines 

Lack of Kashmir 
Policy 

TT, It IS Pakis¬ 
tan that has 
gone about 
scoring 
propaganda points In¬ 
dian policy on Kashmir 
IS conspicuous bs its ab¬ 
sence and it almost 
seems that the govern¬ 
ment expects the prob 
lem to be solved by 
Itself While a "polihcal 
process" IS talked 
about, people do not 
know what this is or 
how It IS to be ac¬ 
complished 

This IS evident from the fac t that 
soon after the destruction of the 
shrine, the Prime Minister declaied 
that elections will be held in Kash 
mil 

The decision to extend 
Piesident's rule thus adds sceptic ism 
about the government's sc’iiousness 
in conducting elections 

The government is stuck in a 
bind But, according to lavlc'en 
Singh, who has written Ka-tlimn 4 
Ttagedff of I rrors the biggest mistakes 
were committed by the government 
and the security forces 

Kashmir has been a senes of mis 
takes right fiom the beginning she 
says Soon after the Charar-c-Shaiief 
destruction, talk ot greater autonomy 
for Kashmir was talked about, 
though it was pointed out that 
autonomy was not the issue at all 
Instead, the government should fight 
terrorism and subvert Pakistan s ef¬ 
forts of creating mischief 

The government also realised 


that brave talk apart, holding elec¬ 
tions m Ihe State would be next to 
impossible While going back on its 
own resolve*, it did expose ils lack of 
coherent policy on Kashmir Chaiar 
0 Sharief has put the clock back by 
years It is a continuation of the 
tragedy of eiiors that Tavlecn Singh 
has written about 


Role of Army 

I ir army came in for i lot of 
criticism in hmdling tin 
( harai c Sharitf It locild 
neither save thi shrme nor 
arrest the leaders Nor docs it sc c m 
that experu iice ha* been game d fic m 
the goldcm temple and black tliuadc'r 
episodes where the press was usc'd 
to tell the woild about the real siotv 
Heic It was the irmy's w oref against 
Pakistani propaganda 

Worse the crucial cdemenl is 
what the people of Kashmir m Iiov t 
to be the truth Tlic ai mv version is 
not acc opted, and the Kashmiii mind 
has been more susceptible to 
terrorists' version Which was that it 
was the' army w ho set off the fiu s and 
that a militaiv helicopter sprayed tx 
plosive powder on the buildings 

The media could have easily dis¬ 
pelled such rumouis Unnecessary 
secrecy has achieved circulating of 
I umours and allegations 

Thf re was no way of ascertaining 


tacts, and^the Orgamsabon ot Islamic 
Confetence (OIC) blamed the Indian 
a I my for "Operation against the 
peaceful lesidents of Charar-e- 
bharief, who have been subjected to a 
long siege, large scale killings, 
criminal attacks 

One c ould not blame Pakistan foi 
stepping up their psychological war¬ 
fare But countering the 
warfare through un¬ 
biased reporhng, as had 
been done in carliei 
operations, was missing 

Thu lac k of a media 
policy resulted in the 
government losing a 
chance to expcise the 
direct Pakistani involve¬ 
ment m encouraging ter 
rorism Media presence 
may in fact have saved 
the shrine 

For example, if wire¬ 
less messages between 
the tirroiists and 
Pakistan's Inter-Services 
Intelligence (ISI) wing woio inter¬ 
cepted and broadcast over interna¬ 
tional television network revealing 
plans to destroy the shrine, world 
pnssure would have prevented 
Pakistan from giving the signal for 
going ahead It would also have been 
easier lo convince the Kashmiri 
pc ople of Pakistan s real intentions 

But to be fan the armv was fight¬ 
ing a war of nerves and all blame 
cannot be shifted on it lack of 
dicisions by the Ic'aders no doubt 
hampeied tlio army—there is some 
truth in the' statement of a semot of¬ 
fice r that the aimy was expected to 
solv e the prc^lcm with one hand tied 
behind its back Even in the 
piopaganda war, not a word is said 
about militants misusing the shrines, 
and it IS unfair to expect the army to 
solve such hold outs 

m 

Prospects for Elections 

I N the charged post-Charar 
scenario, holding elechons have 
become virtually impossible, a 
situation which the government 


I/lC lack of }iic(!i(i policy resulted 
in the yovenuuent loshn^ a ehaiiee to 
expose the direct Pakistoni involve- 
ineiit ‘in eneouroi^ini; terrorism. 
Media presence may in fact have 
saved the shrine. 
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recogni<ied The government wanted 
to hold !hem before July 17, the day 
on which 5 years of President's rule 
would be completed 

A rhcle 356(4) was amended 
in 1993 and 1994 extending 
the limit for President's 
rule first to four years and 
then to five years But ^iven the ar¬ 
bitrary procedure, ex- 
Unding this deadline / 
did not constitute a ^ 
major deviance 

Pakistan holds that 
theie IS a case for sup¬ 
porting the Kashmiri 
people s right to self- 
determination This IS 
basically flawed, be 
cause the right to self- 
determination IS not an 
absolute right If self 
determination is used to 
establish an c'xclusivo ^ 
quasi fascist state and 
to practise ethnic 
cleansing as has bcH?n 
done bj the Bosnian 
Serbs then it certainly docs not 
deserve support The light can be 
used only it a demixratic and -ecular 
order is sought 

Concedmg independence would 
also subjugate the people of j Ai K to 
the other regions of Jammu I adakh 
POK and other Northern pai ts 1 lu 
Pakistani demand is thus ilawcnj At 
the bme of partition, the Maharaja of 
Kashmir elected to accede to India 

The position that a ma|orit\ of 
the people in J & K were Muslim and 
that religion forms the basis ot 
nahonho^, is also flawed I his had 
a validity m 1947, but ceitainly not 
now India's secular credentials have 
been proved, and Pakistan is left with 
a weak posihon 

Moreover, as has been revealed 
by PN Dhar, the Pakistan Prime 
Minister Z A Bhutto had agrei'd to 
the "Line of Control" as the basis ot 
dividing Kashmir 

It was agreed at the Shimla agree¬ 
ment that this line would he 
respected by both aides It was 


thought that the gradual use of LOC 
would cause public opinion on both 
sides to be leconciled to its per¬ 


manence 


Pakistan is cleaily going back on 
this understandmg The situation has 
also changed to a great extent Since 
1989 90, the people of Kashmir have 
emerged as an independent enhty. 



and lannol be asked to choose be 
twein India ind Pikistin India has 
oHeicd maxiinum .iiitonomv within 
tin ( onslilution as a solution 

India's Position 

I NDI \ S position that the Kash 
mu problem does nut exist, is 
also a thwed on* The govern 
ment his repeatedly misust>d 
the ccmslitulional provisitm to 
safeguard | & k s stilus, ind hence 
the condition on \\ hic h Kashmir s ac 
cps‘'ion and mciger has been vuv 
lated I he kolmg is that granting 
greatei lutonom^ i>a lemcdv toi the 
difhcultics being cxpciunced in the 
furictaonmg of oui political system 

But granting of moie autonomy 
in the relahons be'tween Centre and 
the Slates will only increase the dif 
ficulties The militants are divided 
between those who want to join 
Pakistan and those seeking inde¬ 
pendence To do so cm the basis of 
theocracy and communalism, deny- 
ir^; the Indian idcntit), is certainly 
not the answer 


What had dawned on the people 
of Kashmir was not independence m 
the near future but the offer of "max¬ 
imum fieedom" that the Indian Con¬ 
stitution had to offer 

The destruction of tlie shrine has 
devastated the people The shnne 
signihed the spiritual roots of the 
Kashmiri idenhty, since Sheikh Noor- 
ud-Din IS known as 
Alamdar-e-Kashmir The 
desire to protect this 
identity forms the core of 
sentiments of the Kash- 
miii 

Though India is keen 
to hold elections and in¬ 
stall a local government, 
flee and fair elections are 
unlikely in this charged 
atmosphere 

Neither are the 
people ready, nor are the 
parhes wiihng to risk the 
[ lives of leaders The 
' militants, supported by 
the local people, will try 
to create violence and wreck all 
moves for holding the polls The 
scenario is polarised between the 
suppoiters of the elections and the 
protagonists ot the right of self-deter¬ 
mination 

I he separatists feel that the years 
of violence which has lesulted in 
mure tlian 10,000 deaths and greater 
destruction m the valley, cannot be 
solved by elections The aim of the 
jehad ' according to the separatists, 
IS to secure liberation of Kashmir 
from Indian (xcupation The alleged 
excesses of the Indian security forces 
over all these j ears, has only resulted 
111 greatc r alienation < 

Healing Touch 

I T IS time for tfie government to 
use the extension of the 
President's rule to apply a heal¬ 
ing toucji The elections have 
been postponed because even if they 
were held, f^ people would have 
actually participated The task fac ing 
the government today is to first 
remove the fear of the gun, stop in- 
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filtration from Pakistan and 
create conditions conducive 
for elections. The situation, 
in many ways, is similar to 
that of Puftjab some years 
ago. 

The houses of people 
that have been burnt must 
be rebuilt. At the same time, 
the government can intro¬ 
duce more transparency. 

A revamp of the ad¬ 
ministration is also re¬ 
quired. Over the years, this 
has been handled by retired 
army generals or former 
RAW men. 

According to Tavleen 
Singh, just one year of dis¬ 
cussions with the local 
people is enough to bring 
the State back to the polling 
process. Kashmiri repre¬ 
sentatives from human 
rights groups, newspapers, 
political parties, militants 
and women's oi^anisation 
can be involved in this 
process. 

At the same time, the 
government should start a process 
with the Hurriyat. The Kul Jamait 
Hurriyat conference was established 
on September 9,1993 under the chair¬ 
manship of Mirwaiz Umar Parobq, 
president of the Awami Action Com¬ 
mittee. Over 30 organisations are rep¬ 
resented on its general council. 

Its constitution does not explicit¬ 
ly mention plebiscite but a peaceful 
.struggle to secure the right of self- 
determination in accordance with the 
resolutions adopted by the U.N. 
Security Council. 

The need for a dialogue is felt at 
all levels. Shabbir Ahmed Srah of the 
People's League has been pressing 
for a political solution. 

He has proposed an eight point 
plan consisting of a code of ccmduct 
for Hie militants, a "unity of hearts" 
and stopping of killings of "our own 
by our own". 

He made a significant point that 


The govemmeni; of India 
has a daunting task ahead.. 
.. Action on war footing is 
required. Kashmir has been 
neglected for too long but if 
we are serious to counter 
Pakistani mischief, the 
people of the State must be 
brought into a process of 
negotiation. On one level is 
the need to start a dialogue . 

Secondly, more 
transparency is required to 
put down rumours of 
human rights abuses. 


the U.S. withdrew from Vietnam 
when its people became aware of and 
protested at its e,xccsse.s there. 


What can be Done? 

T he government of India has 
a daunHng task ahead. The 
leaders are too involved in a 
fight for their own survival, 
and this is another tragedy. But the 
leaders owe it to the Indian people to 
resolve the Kashmir imbroglio. Ac¬ 
tion on war footing is required. Kash¬ 
mir has been neglected for too long 
but if we are serious to counter Pakis¬ 
tani mischief, the people of the State 
must be brought into a process of 
negotiation. On one level is the need 
to start a dialogue—delegations of 
eminent people should visit the val¬ 
ley. 

Secondly, mote transparency is 
requited to put down rumours of 
hiunan rights abuses. The Red Cross 


should be given feeedom 
for its humanitarian ac¬ 
tivity in the State. Immedi¬ 
ate action .should be taken 
to enquire into charges of 
exce.sses by the security 
forces. In short, an integra- 
tion process should be 
started. For this, the Indian 
government should realise 
that a problem does indeed 
exist; the thinking that ig¬ 
noring a problem will 
solve it, will be fatal. 

Tlie proce.ss of negotia¬ 
tion and discussion can 
only be started through 
mature actions and 
thought. Kashmir cannot 
be retained by force, and 
the government's ap¬ 
proach must shift from 
coercion to persuasion. 

It must guarantee 
genuine autonomy and 
protection of human 
rights. A process of 
dialogue with the political 
leaders and militants can 
thus be started. Only if 
the government is open 
and respects the popular will, can 
any meaningful negotiation take 
place. 

Once this dialogue advances, 
elections can be undertaken. Extraof- 
dinary statesm.in.ship is required 
here, and the Prime Minister must 
rise to the need of the hour. 

At the same time, talks with 
Pakistan can also start. There is no 
doubt that Pakistan's politicians 
have an interest in keeping the 
Kashmir issue alive, but the dis¬ 
closure of India's well intentions 
will put international pressure on 
it. 

There is a lesson'to be learnt from 
Chararn'-Sharief. But the govern¬ 
ment has to be aUve to Pakistan's op¬ 
portunism to be able to do anything 
about it. Kashmir needs to be treated 
with compassion and not ignorance. 
That perluips, is not too much to ex¬ 
pect from our leaders. 
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V^AKECK 


Women Officers in Indian Army 


About three years ago, history 
was created when it was decided to 
selectively induct women as officers 
in the armed forces. In several 
developed countries women are 
recruited in the armed forces but this 
concept was revolutionary' for India, 
where socio-economic environment 
largely inhibits the fair sex from 
venturing out in the careers like 
Army. 

Till recently women in the armed 
forces were allowed entry only as 
doctors in the Army Medical C'orps 
(AMC) and Army Dental Corp.s 
(ADC) and as nurses in the Military 
Nursing Service (MNS). With a'v'iew 
to induct and utilise more women in 
the armed forces, a proposal was 
recently approved bv the 
Government of India to induct 
women in the armv in ‘-everal 
services/Corps To star! with, il was 
decided lo.induct women as <nfUers 
in the Army Services Corps (ASC), 
Army Ordnance Corps (A( K'}, Army 
Fducation Corps (Ab'C), Corp.s ot 
Engineers (lingrs.). Corps of Signals 
(Sig.s), Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineer Corps (EME), Intelligence 
Corps (hit. Corps), and judge 
Adjutant General (j AG) Branch. This 
was in addition to line existing 
provision.s for recruitment ot women 
Officers in AMC, ADC and MNS. In 
addition a decision was also taken to 
induct women in the Indian Air Eoicc 
(which will be dealt in a separate 
feature on careers). , 

Career Prospects 

Career in the Armed forces offers 
a rare blend of adventure, good 
career prospects and a prestigious 
job. Several special conce-ssions arc 
offered by the Armed Forces to its 
Officers which are not available in 
any other service. This intUudos 
provision of free rations, facility, of 
CSD (Canteen Stores Department) 
where goods, of .dajr-to-day use are 


available at concessional rates, free 
first class railway warrant once every 
year upto the home town to avail the 
leave, concessional railway warrants 
for subsequent journeys, two 
months' annual leave (with the 
facility ol encashment on yearly 
ba.sis), conce.s.sional furnished family 
accommodation, furnished bachelor 
accommodation in the Officers' mess 
at every station and free medical 
service through its various Military 
Hospitals and Regimental Medical 
Inspection Rooms. These special 
benefits are in addition to normal 
admissible benefits like the casual 
leave, Aiiny Group insurance 
Scheme, Provident Fund, etc. 

While the career in AMC, MNS 
and A! X are short service as well as 
regular conunis.sions, the new 
SI heme known as Women Special 
CiUrv Sclu’ine (Oflicers) (WSES)(0)is 
sligiitlv dilfiMent. The initial 
contractual period is five years but in 
cast? any candidate is found unfit or 
nn.suitablo within first .six months, 
her commission can be terminated 
any time before the expiry of five- 
year period. The scheme further 
proi'idos that all the lady Officers 
griinled commission under this 
scheme would serve the Indian Army 
fttr a period of five years from the 
date of grant of Commission subject 
to fulfilment of other conditions. In 
addition, the lady officers carry 
reserve liability to serve the Indian 
Army for a period of five years plus 
two years on voluntary basis, or upto 
37 years of age, whichever is earlier. 
Jt means that after their release, the 
lady Offia-rs remain on reserve for 
five years and can be recalled for 
duty during tliis periovl in case of 
emergencies. This period could be 
extended by two more years If the 
Officer so desires or upto 37 years of 
age, whichever is earlier, WSES{0), 
however, does not have any 
provision for permanent 


commission, alffiough ^s matter Is 
said to be under consideration of the 
Government of India. I.ady Officers 
in the two entries other than 
WSES(O), like AMC, ADC, etc, 
however, have the provision for 
permanent commission. 

Eligibility & Selection 

The candidate must either be a 
citizen of India, or a subject of Nepal 
or Bhutan, or of Tibetan Origin but of 
Indian Domicile whose parents 
entered India as refugee prior to 1st 
January 1962 with the intention of 
permanently settling in India. Any 
person of Indian origin who 
migrated from the countries like 
Pakistan, Myanmar (Burma), Sri 
Lanka, Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, 
Zambia, Malawi, ^ire, Ethiopia luid 
Vietnam, with the intention of, 
permanently settling in India is also 
eligible. However, all the candidates 
who ate not the citizens of India but ant 
otherwise eligible under any of the above 
mentifflied categories, must obtain and 
attach certificate of eligibility alcmgwito 
her application which is issued by the 
Govanment of India. 

While the age limit for ASC, AEC 
and JAG is 21 to 27 years, this age 
limit is 19 to 25 years for all other 
branches including AOC, Engrs, Int 
Corps, EME and Sigs. Minimum 
qualification, however, varies from 
service-to service as per the table 
given on next page. 

The advertisement for 
recruitment of lady Officers under 
the WSES(0) appears from time to 
time as per requirement, normally 
twice every year in most of the 
national and important regional, 
newspapers. The candidates are . 
required to apply to the Additional 
Directorate General of Recruiting 
(Women Entry Section), West 
Block'in, R.K. Puram, New 
Delhi-110066. The format of 
application is usually given in the 
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advertisement. Short-listin); of 
eligible candidates is done at the 
Additional Directorate level and the 
short-listed candidates are then 
required to appear before the Service 
Selection Board (SSB). Such 
candidates are allowed second class 
to and fro railway fare for the first 
time only. The selected candidates are 
Bien required to undergo a medical 
examination which i.s usually done 
[ by a special Medical Board at the 
nearest Military flospital. The 
f aspiring candidates must therefore 
1 ensure that they are in good physical 
: and mental health and free from any 
disability which is likely to interfere 
with the efficient performance of tfieir 
official duties. The broad indications of 
medical standards are that the height 
and weight should not be less than'36 
kgs and 142 ems respectively for 
women candidates. Corrected distance 
vision should be at least 6/6 for better 
eye and 6/18 for the worse eye and 
Myopia of not more ffian minus 5.5 D 
including astigmatism. 

SSB Interview 

SSB interview is a comprehensive 


test of one's personality, which is the 
basis of selection to the Armed 
Forces. Even for selecting the lady 
Officers under the WSES(O), the 
candidates have to quality the SSB 
interview. While the basic design of 
the interview renutins the same, the 
standards of physical fitness, 
however, are relaxed for the women 
candidates As usual, the SSB 
interview lasts for 3 to 4 days in 
which the candidates are examined 
thoroughly by the Psychologist, 
Group Testing Officer (GTO) and the 
Interviewing Officer. 

SSB interview is a scientifically 
designed system of personality test in 
which physical fitness, mental 
robustness, leadership qualities, 
planning capabilities, psychology 
and intelligence of a candidate are 
tested by conducting several tests. 
Those tests include intelligence tests. 
Situation Reaction Tests (SRT), 
Thematic Apperception Tests (TAT), 
group planning tests, command 
tasks, group tasks, progressive group 
tasks, obstacle course, group 
discussion, personal interview etc. 


All these tests are aimed at looking 
for certain personality traits among 
the candidates. 

A candidate spends most of the 
time with the GTO, who carries out a 
detailed analysis of her personality. 
Personality traits tested by the GTO 
include physical fitnes.s, leadership 
qualities, spirit of cooperation, 
planning capabilities, judgement, 
decision making etc. These qualities 
arc judged vis-a-vis specific 
requirement for the armed forces. 
The standards in all the tests need not 
be very high and any candidate who 
does fairly well in all the tests has 
good chances of success. On the basis 
ot their performance in various tests, 
the CiTO nrommends the candidates 
tor selection. The third aspi.*ct of the 
SSB interview is viva-voce or 
peisonal interview. The interviewer 
is usually the .senior most Officer in 
the Board and interviews a candidate 
in depth. The interview usually lasts 
tor 30 to 40 minutes in which the 
interviewer looks tor certain 
personality traits like specific 
suitability of a candidate for the 
armed forces, general awareness, 
knowledge, presence of mind, 
communication skills, judgement 
and other related qualities. The final 
event is the Conference in which all 
the three assessors examine the 
candidate together. Usually the 
candidate is just called in, asked a 
couple of formal questions about 
accommodation, food, etc and the 
suggestions of the candidates are also 
invited. In case of a few candidates, 
they may be given an imaginary 
situation for reaction. It is 
recommended that no 
complaints/suggestions should be 
made in the conference and if 
confornted with an imaginary 
situation, it should be solved by 
maintaining natural poise. 

Selected candidates, after 
successfully qualifying the medical 
examination, are then required to 
wait for a call to join the Officers 
Training Academy (OTA) Madras for 
6 months' training. On successful 
completion of the training the 
candidates are granted comn^sion 
in ffie tank of Se^d Leiutenant. 


Sr No. 

Service/Corps. 

Educational Qualification 

1. 

ASC (Food Scientists) 

M.Sc. (Organic Chemistry/ 

Bio-Chemistry /Micro bioiogy / 
bio-Chemistry of foods). 

Z 

AOC 

First Class B A. with Computer 
Sdence/Material Management/ 
Commerce/Economics. 

OR 

First Class BSc with Computer 
Science/Matenat Management/ 
Physics/Chemlstry 

3. 

AEC 

First or High second class Post 

Graduate Degree in the concerned 
subject. 

4. 

Engrs 

B.E. Civil/Electncat/Mechanfcal/ 


Architecture. 

5 

Sigs 

B.E Iblecommunication/Telecom 
and Electronics/Computer 
Sdence/Computar Engineering. 

6 

EME 

B.E. Computer/Computer Science / 
Computer Science & Engineering/ 
Electronics/Electronice and 
Computers/Mechandal/Electrical 
Automobile. 

OR 

MSc Computer Science/MCA. 

7. 

Int. Corps 

Graduates 1^ any cGsciptme. 

8. 

JAQ 

LLB or equivalent. 
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Questions on 

Social and Economic Problems 


The Jbllomng questions were ashed 
m the mam examination (Paper II) for 
recruitment of the Assistant Devetop- 
ment (Dfficers/Development (Dffkers in 
Group ‘A'cfNABARD, held on 16.4 95. 

We are grateful to Shrt Amit Kumar 
of Patna ai^ Shrt PV fmesh of Bhopal 
pr sending these questions to us 

Liberalisation—Panacea 
for Economic Woes? 

Q. Critically examine the state* 
ment—"Liberalisation is the 
Panacea for India's economic woiks". 

Ans. At the end of the 1980s, 
India found itself facing a deepening 
economic crisis te high fiscal and 
Balance of Payments deficits The 
manifestations of the crisis were 
found in the woes that the country 
faced—growing unemployment, 
poverty, two-digit inflation, a non¬ 
performing public sector enterprise, 
depleted resources of the State and 
Central governments, alarming 
deficit in the balance of payments 
and virtually non-repayable external 
debt. 

In particular, the export sector 
had been marked by major structural 
weaknesses. Increase in exports that 
took place was due to growth of 
market rather than by market 
penetration. The attitude was 'ex¬ 
porting the residue' rather than 
spedhc production targetted for ex¬ 
ports. •. 

There is no universal agreement 
on the cause for such a situation. Low 
productivi^ and high costs being 
one such factor. Market economy 
supportns also say that India suf¬ 
fered a failure on the growth front 
because of its 1(^ sp^ of inward 
looking policies. There was almost a 
very Itdc^arm attitude in encodrag- 
ing adtmtioti of modem technology 
and technological innovations, due 


to a ccsitrolled and highly regulated 
environment within tiie economy. Be¬ 
sides, in India access to market 
"information" was not very good 
and based upon outmoded methods. 
There also was lack of a consistent 
approach towards titc external sector. 

Under such a dismal economic 
environment, India found itself in the 
need of strong measures both in the 
internal and external sector to bring 
about "liberalization". Emphasis was 
on decontrol, delicensing and 
deregulation. This encompassed 
reforms in Industrial policy, foreign 
trade and exchange rate policies, 
taxation policies, financial sector and 
capital markets. From the time of the 
initiation of the reforms, various 
viewpoints have been put forward 
regardiim the feasibility of such 
leforms. Opinions range from declar¬ 
ing Liberalisation as the "panacea" 
for the Indian economy to it being 
nothing but selling out to the MNCs. 
What is it actually’ 

Protagonists point out the in¬ 
evitability of the reform process. It 
has been felt that liberalising and 
opening to outside participation is 
growth inducing If there is nigb rate 
of capital formation witii state of art 
technology and a suitable distribu- 
ti(m network operating globally, then 
the economy would achieve a high 
rate of growth. 

The creation of competition 
within, by entry of new units and 
doing away with restrictions on 
capacity creatiem, is expected to cut 
costs and increase production. While 
the direct impact on employment 
may be meagre (given the pattern of 
investment), secondary and tertiary 
influences are expected to mop up 
the backlog. 

In otiter words, supporters have 
pointed out tiie inevitaoility of tiie 


liberalisation process. They say tiiat 
there is no alternative and tiiis is the 
only way India can become globally 
competitive and enhance ou^ut and 
employment. VN^tii enough growlh, 
there can be a successful 'trickle 
down effect' and poverty can be 
reduced. When protection is gradual¬ 
ly reduced, we would be able to 
evolve a pattern of growth which is 
more employment-Mendly, agricul- 
ture-frioidly and in general, me able 
to combat our woes of inflation, 
poverty, unemployment, high 
deficits. In tiiis context, it becomes 
imperative to change tiie pattern of 
ownership in tiie public sector and 
allow the private sector into in¬ 
frastructure to enhance develop¬ 
ment Foreign capital also has to be 
allowed so as to fill up the gap in t^ 
growth process. Basically, they say 
that liberalisation really means chart¬ 
ing out modern and suitable instrur 
ments for change with the aim of 
eliminating poverty and coming 
closer to the modem world. 

However, as in all other debates, 
there is another side to this issue : 
also—the skeptics. They point out 
that liberalisation is merew leading 
to the dominance of the MNCs. The 
terms of entry of MNCs are deter¬ 
mined without assessing what the 
market determined terms would 
have been MNCs bring in little direct 
foreign investment and the areas in 
which investment does come, are not 
the foundations of growth. The role 
of Foreign Financial Institutions is 
also debatable. Productive invest¬ 
ment is less tiian the financial invest¬ 
ment eg. there is increased share 
market participation but not enough 
evidence of productive investment 

Also, the type of technology that 
tiiey bring in is not labour-friendly so 
how can the country aim to increase 
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employment In fact, critics say that 
reforms have led to a sharp increase 
in unenmloyment, along with double 
digit inflation, poverty (especially m 
rural areas) and a decline in economic 
growth. 

Even in infrastructure, the role of 
the foreign sector is dubitable Con¬ 
sider the Enron project for example 
The rate of return on capital for the 
company is going to be more than the 

f ovemment committed 16 per cent 
nron has higher project costs, the i ^ att j i- j* 
advantage being that the fixedT^^* * lllaian 
guaranteed return on capital trans- ^Agriculture 
lates into even higher profits. Enron, 


slogan. It is important to fully set our 
internal house in order—to let the 
domestic industry compete widiin it¬ 
self before it is exposed to complete 
foreign competition. Global changes 
should be understood and then, long 
term goals be worked out keeping in 
mind social priorities. In all this, set¬ 
ting our own structure right, regulat¬ 
ing our internal policies first is a 
must. Only then can the country reap 
benefits from liberalisation per se. 


alcmg with CE and Bechtel, is operat¬ 
ing truough unlimited liability shell 
companies located in Mauritius. This 
impues that in case Enron defaults, 
the government and lenders have 
recourse only in the assets of the 

f lower plant. Also, unlike the foreign 
enders, Indian lenders have no 
guarantees by the government. On 
top of that, the Maharashtra and the 
Union government are to underwrite 
all risks of the project, provide an 
average return of over ^ per cent, 
guarantee a 90 per cent offtake by 
shutting down their much cheaper 
generation and provide various other 
facilities under threat of penalties. 
And, this is but one example of unfair 
dealings by MNCs. 

Critics also point out that fiscal 
adjustment is being brought about by 
reducing social expenditure, public 
investment, transfers to States, tax 
reductions and narrowing of tax 
base, which does not augur well for 
foe fodian economy. 

Government policy, they say, in¬ 
stead of encouraging savings and in¬ 
vestment has encouraged unbridled 
consumption, a shift in moral values 
and ethics and a decline of savings as 
a proportion ot the gross domestic 
product. 

In conclusicm, one can say that 
while there is no doubt about the fact 
that opening up to the global 
economy is inevitable and impera¬ 
tive, liberalisation alone is not the 
panacea for India's economic woes. 
Restructuring and reforming doesn't 
just imply "privatisation, Imralisa- 
tion, marketisation, globalisation" 
(Pfof Kurien) or some ofoer attractive 


Q. Examine the impact of the 
recently concluded GApT agree¬ 
ment on Indian agricultuije. 

Ans. Agriculture wits among 
the new areas included Ih the 
Uruguay Round negotiatioiyf of the 
General Agreement on Tnde and 
Tariffs (GATT). ' | ' 

The major areas of jroiuem for 
India are (a) reduction iif domestic 
support in the form of subsidies (b) 
the provision of minimiim access to 
imports (c) the possibility of giving 
domestic food and contiijuance of the 
public distribution system and (d) ex¬ 
tending intellectual property protec¬ 
tion to agriculture and the possibility 
of introduction of patenting of seeds 
This last aspect is mentioned in the 
Agreement on Trade Related Aspects 
of Intellectual Property Rights 
(TRIPs). 

The implications for India are re¬ 
lated to these major areas mentioned 
above. (1) Take foe case of subsidies. 
India's major gain has been a change 
in the original deBnition of agricul¬ 
tural subsidies. Earlier, there was an 
inability to distinguish between sub¬ 
sidies that contributed to surplus 
production, as in the European com¬ 
munity, and subsidies wnich were 
aimed at giving foe poor access to 
food and strengthening the food 
security of developing economies. 
With the acceptance of India's intei^ 
pretatiori, there is now a footnote in the 
bunkel Draft making this distinction. 

When subsidies are slashed, foe 
prices of many agricultural products 
will rise sufficiently. This would 
make Indian products competitive. It 
is said that if developed countries cut 
their subsidies, both domestic and ex¬ 


port, international prices of food 
products would go up. Thus there is’ 
a massive opportunity for agricul¬ 
tural exports. Another aspect that 
would go in favour of India is that foe- 
subsidy cut requirements are more 
stringent for processed foan for basic 
products. 

Also, developing countries are 
supposed to cut their subsidies on 
agricultural goods to less than 10 wr 
cent of the value of their product Ex¬ 
penditures on extension, research, 
plant protection, infrastructure, ir¬ 
rigation or electricity was exempt 
from being considered as subsidies. 
Additionally, subsidies to low in¬ 
come and resource-poor tarmers 
were allowed. 

However, critics have_ pointed 
out that there would be problems in 
the opening up opportunities for 
India. Firstly, liberalisation in agricul¬ 
ture would be very limited. After the 
cut of internal support level by 20 per 
cent, trade barriers (tariff and non¬ 
tariff) by 36 per cent and export sub¬ 
sidies by 36 per cent, there still 
remain 64 per cent of the direct bar¬ 
riers and M per cent of export sub¬ 
sidies and 80 per cent of the internal 
support. Secondly, the possibility of 
India becoming competitive in the 
global market has to be viewed in 
relative terms i e. in the context of the 
benefits that our rivals have. For ex¬ 
ample (i) in case of wheat the com¬ 
petitive position of Argentina, 
Australia, New Zealand would also 
improve. These countries are lowey 
cost producers, (it) We might be com¬ 
petitive in cut flowers, plants, fruits 
but here foe price is a minor factor. In 
these products, micro management is 
more important, (lit) Dunml Draft 
provides for strict sanitary cemditions 
(eg. packamng) to be ebserved for 
agricultural exports which would be 
difficult for India and ofoer develop¬ 
ing countries to meet thus resulting 
in an ab initio rejection of foeir ex¬ 
ports. So where does foat leave us—r 
do wd start depending on MNCs for 
packaging etc. * 

(2) In foe case of minimum access 
to imports also, there is a problem. 
Even if we don't want to import, we 
will have to. Althou^ it ms been 
said that countries wifo BOP problems 
will be exempted, it is GATT which 
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will dedde whether a country is 
having BC^’probleins or not Also, the 
relevant BOP provisions were so 
wateteddown in the Dunkel proposals, 
t^t it would be difficult for us to use 
these provisknis to continue witti our 
policy of quantitative restrictions on 
imports. 

But supporters of this aspect do 
say that India has no obligation to 
adhere to the minimum access to im¬ 
ports norm till per capita income 
touches US $ 1000—a figure which is 
a long way off. 

(3) In the case of the public dis¬ 
tribution system and domestic ccm- 
sumption subsidies, it is said that 
these will be unaffected. 

(4) The patent right on seeds is 
another thorny issue Technically, 
farmers will not be allowed to 
reproduce patented seeds It is there¬ 
fore felt that Indian farmers would be 
at a loss and suffer 

Gains from GATT depend on two 
things: (a) whether India is a net ex¬ 
porter or net importer of die com¬ 
modities whose prices in the world 
market are expected to go up, (b) 
whether over a period of lime, it can 
generate adequate exportable 
surplus in some of these commodities 
at "competitive rates". 

India is a net importer for 
foodgrains. Also, investment in 
agriculture has been declining over 
the years and research and develop¬ 
ment have suffered. This needs to be 
emphasises as do facilities for irriga¬ 
tion and better water management. 

Conffldering the second feature 
(b), India can explore the export 
market for dairy and animal 
products specifically and also in 
othor omunodities lil» coffee, tobac¬ 
co, tea, horticultural noduets, 
process^ foods etc. Nfajor con¬ 
straints on increased export are: (a) 
treatment of export as a residual ac- 
tivitv (b) control on exports (c) undec* 
production of hi^ value li v^ock (d) 
inadeauate marketing <e) fohrastnic- 
ture technology upgradatiim (g) 
land ceiling laws. Some require 
policy support, some Investment. 

India can gain a lot from the 
GATT proposals. But we first n^ed to 
set our intemal polldes in order so ffiat 
we may overcome internal barriers to 


progress. 

Improvement in Rural 
Poverty Eradication? 

Q. Has rural poverty in India 
changed significantly over time? 
Provide evidence and give reasons 
for the observed change. 

Ans In any analysis of poverty, 
it is important to define a poverty 
line A poverty line dividing me poor 
from the non-poor is used by putting 
a price on the minimum r^uired 
consumption levels of food, clofiiing, 
shelter, fuel and health care etc. 

Change in rural poverty can be 
studied with the help of the following 
figures Table 1 relates to the figures 
for the percentage of people below 
the poverty line and the absolute 
number. These figures are in two 
categories—the official released 
figures and the corrected figures by 
the Lakdawala expert group. 

From both these official and ex¬ 
pert group figures, one can see that in 
terms of the proportional figures, 
there has been a decline in poverty. In 
context of incidence of poverty, one 
normally talks of proportion, thus 
one can assume thatpoverty dechned 
from the lQ70s to the 1980s. 

A recent report by the World 
Bank also points out that the total 
population under the poverty line 
declined from 43 per cent in 1970-75 
to 25 per cent in 1988-93. Here, the 
upper poverty line was pegged at an 
annual income of Rs 1296 in 1985-93. 

What are the reasons for this 
decline'^ Firstly, a general growfii in 
the economy has contributed 
towards poverty alleviation. This 
was reflected in the increase in the 

f ier capita net national product at 
actor cost (at 1980-81 prices) from 
Rs 1630 in 1980-Bl to Rs ^74 in 1991- 
92, Rs 2225.8 in 1992-93 and Rs 2282 3 


in 1993-94 (quick estimates). Second* 
ly, there was an increase in the 
agricultural productivity over the 
years. Thirdly, fliere were a nunfowjf 
of programmes implemented to at* ** 
tack poverty directly. It is actually dif¬ 
ficult to discern the impact of 
different strategies, but it has'* 
generally been felt that States whit^ ' 
did well in agriculture had lower in¬ 
cidence of poverty e.g. Pur^b and 
Haryana. P^ulation was also an im¬ 
portant fector—^Bihar, Orissa, Mad¬ 
hya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh had 
higher incidences ot poverty. 

Inspire of the decline in poverty, 
it is generally felt that the declirie 
through file 198Qs averaged at a one 
percentage point annually which is 
well below the 1.8 percentage point 
in Indonesia (1970-87) and 1.6 in 
Malaysia (1973-87). India can fiwre- 
fore definitely do better. 

Moreover, a recent paper by SP. 
Gupta, which analysed data from fire 
mini surveys of the NSS after file last 
full survey of 1987-88, suggrated that 
poverty ratios (rural) worsened in the 
first 18 months of the new economic 
policy. 

The increase m poverty during 
the first two years of reforms was al¬ 
most inevitable. Austerity was at its 
greatest, which affected the amount 
allocated for anti-poverty schemes. 
This allocation, however, increased 
during the next two years of reforms. 

High inflataon also squeezed real 
incomes and poverty deepened 
during file first two years. Inflation is 
an issue that needs to be fought vehe¬ 
mently to combat poverty. 

Thus, except for the post reform 
difficult period, rural poverty has 
shown significant chang^ over time. 

(Balance questions mil appear in 
forthcoming issues) 


l^ble 1: Rural Poverty—Number and Percentage below the Poverty line 1972-73 to 1987-88 


1972-73 

1977-78 

1983-84 

1987-88 


Official 

(O) 

Ex^ft 

O 

E 

o 

E 

O 

E 

Percentage 

54.1 

5644 

512 

53.07 

404 

45.61 

33.4 

39.06 

Number 
(lakhs) > 

2442.2 

2612.91 

25310 

2642.46 

2215.0 

2517.15 

19S9.7 

2293.96 
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Improve Your Word Power | 


1 asinine: (a) sober (b) moderate (c) hostile 
(d) stupid 

2. buttress: (a) betray (jb) support (c) attest (d) con- 

hrm 

3 curmudgeon: (a) bad-tempered {b) broad¬ 
minded (f) miserly-pers<»n (d) meek-person 

4 discomfiture: (a) destruction (b) hatred (c) con¬ 
fusion (d) contiadiction 

5 embargo: (a) restriction (b) permission (c) convic¬ 
tion (d) pollubon 

6 funky: («) traditional (b) habitual (c) modern 
(d) passive 

7 generic: (a) acute (b) general (c) bitter (d) distant 

8 hoick: («) dig (/i) buiy (<)(*0 bft 

9 impassive: (a) mournful (b) sympathetic 

(c) agitated (d) calm 

10 jiffy: (a) moment (b) hour (t) month (d) week 

11 keynote: (a) unilateral declaration (b) central- 
dieme (c) detente pact (d) peace talks 

12 laze: (a) defend (b) withdraw (c) rest (d) withhold. 

13 maul: (a) damage (b) manage (c) magnify 

(d) decay 

14 nibble: (<i) bite (b) beat (c) befcxjl (d) buy. 

15 obloquy: (a) shame (b) confession (c) pride 
(d) trial 

16 pugnacious: (a) timid (b) scholarly (c) critical 
(d) aggre*^ive 

17 rumbustious: (a) thoughtful (b) lazy 

(c) boisterous (d) orthodox 

18 slime: (a) melody (b) mud (c> madness (d) pnn- 
ciple 

19 transcend: {a) suppress (b) surpass (c) dictate 

(d) divert 

20. uncanny: (a) noisy (b) simple (c) unnatural 
(d) complex 

ANSWERS 

1 asinine: (d) stupid, stubborn 

—Some persons art' in the habit of saying a',imne 
things even when the tKcaston is solemn or serious 

2 buttress: (b) support, strengthen. 

—In order to buff/ifto the social sector, both the Central 
and the State governments would have to spare mough 
funds in their budgets 

3. curmudgeon: (a) bad-tempered (person) 

—The old curmtidjpxm (G.B Shaw) revealed a 
republican fervour by saying that government awards, 
honours and titles only serv'e to distinguish the mediocre. 

4 discomfiture: (c) confusion, embarrassment. 

—We should not gloat over the du>coMfiturc of others— 
not even the enemies 

5 embargo: {a) restriction 


—^After die Gulf War (1991), the Security Council put 
a blanket embargo on the sale of oil by Iraq to omer 
countries. 

6. funky: (c) modem, fashionable. , 

—In the not very distant future Indian towns and 
cities would be flooded with funky cars 
7 generic: (b) general, not specific 

—^The generic term for wine, spirits and beer is 'al¬ 
coholic beverages' 

8. hoick: (d) lift (with a jerk) 

—She hoicked her bike on to the car roof 
9 impassive: (d) calm, serene 

—^The accused remained impassive as the judge sen¬ 
tenced him to ten years in prison. 

10 jiffy: (a) moment 

—He promised that he would be with me in a couple 
of Jiffies i e. very soon 

II. keynote: (b) central-theme 

—How to improve economic cooperation among 
member countries, was the keynote of the (SAARC) con¬ 
ference. 

12 laze: (i) rest, relax 

—Who would not like to /aze after a whole day's 
labour, coupled with kicks and knocks of city buses. 

13 maul: (a) damage, manhandle (by criticism) 

—1 ler latest novel has been badly mauled by the critics. 

14. nibble: (a) bite, chew. 

—Indifferent as she is, she felt no concern as to 
whether a rat nibbled through clothes or books. 

15. obloquy: (a) shame or disgrace 

—^The rude behaviour of a minister with a public 
servant tantamounts to an obloquy by the former. 

16. pugnacious: (d) aggressive. 

—I failed to pacify my friend because he was in a 
pugnacious mood 

17. rumbustious: (c) boisterous 

—^Though die marriage was a simple affair, the recep¬ 
tion (party) was quite rumustwus. 

18 slime: (b) mud. 

—One cannot help nottcing slime and grime so ap¬ 
parent and appalling around the slums. 

19. transcend: (b) surpass, excel « 

—There are certain matters in life that transcend 
human knowledge and explanation (ie. we can't know 
about them). 

20. uncanny: (c) unnatural, extra-ordinary. 

—After the deafening explosioiv an uncanny silence 
descended upon the scene. 
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General Studies Scene 
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Q. 1. Examine ttie achievements of Health and Fami¬ 
ly WelfaR Progfamme during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan. What is the stntegy being followed to strengthen 
this programme during the Eighth Plan? 

Ans. As a part of investment in the human resources, 
the Government of India accorded very high priority to 
the Health and Family Welfare Programme “Health for 
All By 2000 AD" was proclaimed as India's firm commit¬ 
ment in the National Health Policy (1983) Primary I lealth 
Care has been identified as the major instrument to 
achieve this pious goat. Special attention is being paid to 
control the communicable diseases through various na¬ 
tional programmes. 

With the perspective plan of achieving unity Net 
Reproduction Rate (NRR), Seventh Five Year Plan set 
forth ambitious targets to achieve several health care 
parameters. Against the plan target of achieving Intant 
Mortality Rate (IMR) of 90 per thousand, the achievement 
as per Eighth Plan document was 80 per thousand 
Similarly crude death rate which was aimed at 10 4 per 
thousand, went down to 9.6 per thousand in 19<)0. 
Achievements against the targets for Crude Birth Rate 
(per thousand) and couple protection rate, however, were 
not so outstanding and against the tnigets of 29.1 and 42 
per cent respectively, the achievement was 29.9 in 1990 
and 44.1 and 42 at the end of 1990-91, respectively. Even 
most of the family planning targets were met Against a 
target of 21.25 million lUD insertions, 21.28 million were 
achieved. Similarly, against a target of 14.50 million for CC 
and OP users, 15.95 million were achieved. ITierc was, 
however, a short-hill in the sterilisation by 7.30 million, 
against a taigct of 23.70 million. 

Eighth Five Year Plan has very ambitious targets in 
this field. The plan intents to reduce the crude birth rate 
from 29.9 per ^ousand to 26 per thousand. Similarly, the 
IMR is also proposed to be reduced from 80 per thousand 
to 70 per thousand by 1997. In addition, special emphasis 
are being placed on improving healtii and nutrition of 
pre-school children, providing a comprehensive package 
of maternal health care services, considerably improving 
the female literacy, employment opportunities for 
womot, increasing the women marriage age, etc. An in¬ 
tegrated approach is being adopted to achieve productive 
linkages between various social service sectors including 
welfare, human resources development, nutrition, etc. 
The strategy is to pool the existing resources availabfe for 
individual and fragmented schemes, by providing addi¬ 
tional resources ai}d restructuring under a common 


umbrella. Decentralisation of the entire process is another 
hall-mark of the policy during the Eighth Plan Institu¬ 
tions like Gram Panchayats and Zita Parishads are play¬ 
ing a significant role in target formulation and monitoring 
ot the programme. The on-gomg literacy programme is "' 
expected to play a significant role during the Eighth Plan, v 

where special fwus has been on female literacy. Providing , 

adequate number of Hospitals, PHCs, Health Centra, ^ 
etc, training the extension and para-medical staff and 
provision of adequate quantity of drugs is another area 
which is being specially attended to Area specific micro* 
planning is ano^er aspect of this programme. 

There are, however, certain inherent constraints 
which limit the (>fticacy of health care and family welfare 
measures Concepts of health care and family planning 
are not linked merely with the direct physical inputs. 
Several scKio-economic measures contribute substantially 
towards achievement of these targets. Political, sodal and 
administrative commitment to the cause of health care is 
very e.ssentidl to get the desired results. Strong public 
opinion, cutting across religious lines, is also very impor¬ 
tant. Unless thesa* requirements are met it would be dif¬ 
ficult to achieve the targets quantitatively. 

Q. 2. Discuss various important economic indicators 
brought out by the Economic Survey for 1994-95. In tihe 
light of these indicators, do you think that the policy of 
globalisation is yielding the desired results? 

Ans. After remaining subdued tor the past about four 
years, Indian economy achieved reasonably good 
economic growth rate during the year 1994-95 Economic 
growth rate during this year wa.s 5.3 per cent, which was 
one per cent higher than the previous year. This overaii 
growth of the GDP has been po.ssible due to outstanding 
growth rate of 8 pier cent achieved by the industrial sector. 
Aftiir an outstanding performance of the exports during 
the 1993-94, the export growth rate dunng 1994-95 was 
not expected to be veiy good But the ambitious target of 
$ 25 billion exports was overshot, registering an impres¬ 
sive growtii of 18 27 per cent in dollar terms Food-grain 
production, which had declined to 168 million tonnes 
during 1991-92, is estimated to be around 185 million 
tonnes during the last financial year. Another outstanding 
feature is that during this year, the external debt actually 
declined by $ 300 million. Not only this, the foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves were also at a comfortable level of over $ 

19.5 billion. 

However, ttiete are certain areas of concern. Agricul- 
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Improve Your Word Power 


1 asinine: («) sober (b) moderate (c) hostile 
(d) stupid 

2 buttress: (n) betray (b) support (c) attest (d) con¬ 
firm 

3 curmudgeon: (a) bad-tempered (b) broad¬ 
minded (0 mis**rl>-person (d) meek-person 

4 discomfiture* (a) destruction (b) hatred (c) con¬ 
fusion (d) inntiadiLtion 

5 embargo: f(T)mstrii.tion (b) permission (c)tonvic- 
hon (d) pollution 

6 funky: («) traditional (b) habitual (t) modern 
(d) passive 

7 generic: (a) aciiti* (/>) general (c) bitter (d) distant 

8 hoick, (a) dig (b) bury (c) ignoie (i/) lift 

9 impassive* (ii) mournful (b) sympathetic 
(t) agitated \d) lalm 

10 jiffy: (n) moment (b) hour (t) month (d) week 

11 keynote: {a) unilateral declaration (b) central- 
theme (i) defence pact (d) peace talks 

12 laze: (a) defend (b) withdraw (c) lest (d) withhold 
n maul* (a) damage (b) manage («) magnify 

(d) decay 

14 nibble: (a) bite (b) beat (t) befool (d) buy 

15 obloquy: (a) shame (b) confession (c) pride 
(d) trial 

16 pugnacious: (a) timid (b) scholarlv (c) critical 
(d) aggressive 

17 rumbustious: (a) thoughtful (b) la/y 

(c) boisterous (d) orthodox 

18 slime: (<?) melodv (b) mud (i) madness (d) pnn- 
ciplc 

19 transcend: (a) suppress (b) surpass (c) dictate 

(d) divert 

20 uncanny: (a) noisy (b) simple (i) unnatural 
(d) complex 


ANSWERS 

1 asinine: (d) stupid, stubborn 

—Some persons are in the habit of saying atuune 
things even when the cKcasion is solemn or senous 

2 buttress: (b) support, strengthen 

—In order tobiiffn-ss the scKial sector, both the Central 
and the State go\ ernments would have to spare enough 
funds in their budgets 

3 curmudgeon: (a) bad-tempered (person) 

—The old mmudgeon (G B Shaw) revealed a 
republican fervour bv saying that government awards, 
honours and titles only serve to distinguish the mediocre 

4 discomfiture: (r) confusion, embarrassment 

—Wo should not gloat over the df-comfihue of others— 
not even the enemies 

5 embargo: (a) restriction 
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—After the Gulf War (1991), the Security Council put 
a blanket embargo on the sale of oil by Iraq to otner 
countries. 

6 funky: (c) modem, fashionable , 

—In die not very distant future Indian towns and 
cities would be flooded with funh/ cars 

7 generic: (b) general, not specific 

—^The genenc term for wine, spirits and beer is 'al¬ 
coholic beverages' 

8 hoick: (d) lift (with a jerk) 

—^She hoicked her bike on to the car roof 

9 impassive: (d) calm, serene 

—The accused remained impassive as the judge sen¬ 
tenced him to ten yeais m prison 

10 jiffy: (a) moment 

—He promised that he would be witti me in a couple 
of jtffieb 1 e very soon 

11 keynote: (b) central-dieme 

—How to improve economic cooperation among 
member countries, was the keynote of the (SAARC) con¬ 
ference 

12 laze: (c) rest, relax 

—Who would not like to laze after a whole day's 
labour, coupled with kicks and knocks of city buses 

13 maul: (<i) damage, manhandle (by criticism) 

—Her latest novel has been badly mauled by the critics 

14 nibble: (a) bite, chew 

—Indifferent as she is, she felt no concern as to 
whether a rat nibbled through clothes or books 

15 obloquy: (a) shame or disgrace 

—^The rude behaviour of a minister with a public 
servant tantamounts to an obloquy by the former 

16 pugnacious: (d) aggressive 

—I failed to pacify my friend because he was m a 
pugnactoui, mood 

17 rumbustious: (c) boisterous 

—^Though the marriage was a simple affair, the recep¬ 
tion (party) was quite runwustious 

18 slime: (b) mud 

—One cannot help noticing slime and gnme so ap¬ 
parent and appallmg around the slums 

19 transcend: (b) surpass, excel ^ 

—^There are certain matters in life that transcend 
human knoiyled^ and explanation (i.e. we can^t know 
about them) 

20. uncanny: (e) uiuietural, ectra-ordinary. 

—^After the deafening explosion, an unamtty sileice 
descended up<m the scene. 


IAS (MAINS) SPECIAL 


General Studies Scene 


Q. 1. Examine the achievements of Health and Fami¬ 
ly Welfan Programme during the Seventh Five Year 
Plan. What is the strategy being followed to strengthen 
this programme during tite Eighth Plan? 

Ans. As a part of investment in the human resources, 
the Government of India accorded very high priority to 
the Health and Family Welfare Programme. "Health for 
All By 2000 AD" was proclaimed as India's firm commit¬ 
ment in the National Health Policy (1983). Primary Health 
Care has been identified as the major instrument to 
achieve this pious goal. Special attention is being paid to 
control the communicable di.seases through various na¬ 
tional programmes. 

With the perspective plan of achieving unity Net 
Reproduction Rate (NRR), Seventh Five Year Plan set 
forth ambitious targets to aclyeve several health care 
parameters. Against ttie plan target of achieving Infant 
Mortality Rate (IMR) of 90 per thousand, the achievement 
as per Eighth Plan document was 80 per thousand. 
Similarly crude death rate which was aimed at 104 per 
thousand, went down to 9.6 per thousand in 1990 
Achievemenis against the targets for Crude Birth Rate 
(per thousand) and couple protection rate, however, were 
not so outstanding and against the targets of 291 and 42 
per ci*nt respectively, the achievement was 29.9 in 1990 
and 44.1 and 42 at the end of 1990-91, respectively. Even 
most of the family planning targets were met Against a 
target of 21.25 million lUD insertions, 21.28 million were 
achieved. Similarly, against a target of 14.50 million forCC 
and OP users, 15.95 million were achieved. There was, 
however, a short-fall in the sterilisation by 7.30 million, 
against a target of 23.70 million. 

Eighth Five Year Plan has very ambitious targets in 
this field. The plan intents to reduce the crude birth rate 
from 29.9 per thousand to 26 per thousand. Similarly, the 
[MR is also proposed to be reduced from 80 per thousand 
to 70 per thousand by 1997. In addition, special emphasis 
are being placed on improving health and nutrition of 
pre-school children, providing a comprehensive package 
of maternal healtii care services, considerably improving 
the female literacy, employment opportunities for 
women, increasing the women marriage age, etc. An in¬ 
tegrated approach is being adopted to achieve productive 
linkages between various soci4 service sectors including 
welfare, human resources development, nutrition, etc. 
The strategy is to pool the existing resources available for 
individual and fragmented schemes, by providing addi¬ 
tional resources an)i restructuring under a common 


umbrella Decentralisation of the entire process is another 
hall-mark of the policy during the Eighth Plan. Institu¬ 
tions like Gram Panchayats and Zila Parishads are play- 
inga significant role in target formulation and monitoring 
of the programme The on-going literacy programme is 
expected to play a significant role during the Eighth Plan, 
where special focus has been on female literacy. Ptovidbig 
adequate number of Hospitals, PlICs, Health Centres, 
etc, training the extension and para-medical staff and 
provision of adequate quantit}' of drugs is another area 
which is being specially attended to. Area specific micro¬ 
planning is another aspect of this programme. 

There are, however, certain inherent constraints 
whuh limit the (fficacy of health care and family welfare 
measures Concepts of healtlt care and family planning 
are not linked meit'ly with the direct physical inputs. 
Several .sociiveconomic measures contribute substantially 
towards achievement of these targets Political, social and 
administrative commitment to the cause of health care is 
very essential to get the desired results. Strong public 
opinion, cutting across religious lines, is also very impor¬ 
tant Unless these requirements are met it would be dif¬ 
ficult to achieve the targets quantitahvely. 

Q. 2. Discuss various important economic indicators 
brought out by the Economic Survey for 1994-95. In the 
light of these indicators, do yon think that the policy of 
globalisation is yielding the desired results? 

Ans. After remaining subdued for the past about four 
years, Indian economy achieved reasonably good 
econonuc growth rate during the year 1994-95. Economic 
growth rate during Bus year was 5 3 per cent, which was 
one per cent higher than the previous year. This overall 
growth of the GDP has been possible due to outstanding 
growth rate of 8 per cent achieved by the industrial sector. 
After an outstanding performance of the exports during 
the 1993-94, the export growth rate during 1994-95 was 
not expected to be very good But the ambitious tar^l of 
$ 25 billion exports was overshot, registering an impres¬ 
sive growth of 18.27 per cent in dollar terms. Food-grain 
production, which had declined to 168 million tonnes 
during 1991-92, is estimated to be around 185 millicxi 
tonnes during the last Bnanciat year. Another outstanding 
feature is that during this year, Uie external debt actually 
declined by $ 300 million. Not only this, the foreign cur¬ 
rency reserves were also at a comfortable level of over $ 
19.5 billion. 

However, there are certain areas of concern. Agricul- 

JULY'96 COMPETITION MASTCH UMI r, 




ture, which is the largest sector of the economy, is growing 
at a very slow pace. To compensate for the slow growth 
rate of the agriculture, good industrial growth rate is 
required. Fiscal deficit is another area of concern. During 
1993-94 fiscal defiat was much larger than budgeted. 
Alttiough It came down from 7 3 per cent of the GDP 
during 1993-94 to 6 per cent in 1994-95, yet it remains quite 
high and a serious cause of concern. Another area of 
concern has been higher rate of inflation from December 
1993 onwards. Poor standard of available infra-structure 
and glaring economic disparities are odier areas of serious 
concern which need immediate attention. The perfor¬ 
mance of public sector leaves much to be desired and ha.s 
not been able to generate the expected revenue for the 
Government and annual return on the total capital invest¬ 
ment by the Government on the public sector is around 2 
per cent. Even the process of disinvestment of public 
sector shares has not yielded the desired results The ini¬ 
tial objective of disinvestment was to introduce private 
ccmtrol of these undertakings, with a view to improve 
their working effiaency But, the disinvestment has ac¬ 
tually turned out to be }ust an additional resources 
mobilisation scheme 

Notwithstanding the above problem areas, the 
economic achievements during the previous year have 
been notable. New economic policy of decontrols and 
globalisation certainly deserves a word of appreciation. 
The time when this new policy was adopted, no one was 
sure about the results. The economic scenario was ab¬ 
solutely gloomy witti external sector performing miserab¬ 
ly, inflation rate sky-rocketing, foreign exchange reserves 
foiling precariously and the overall growth rate of the 
econon\y falling well below one per cent. Considered m 
the retrospect, it appears that proper planning and execu¬ 
tion of the globalisation policy has paved way to rapid 
and sustaintable economic development. The Govern¬ 
ment already appears to be seized of the problem of fiscal 
deficit, slow growth rate in agriculture and mal-distnbu- 
tion of economic resources. Efforts have already been 
initiated to provide some speafic schemes for achieving 
economic equity and upliftment of the poorer sections 
Government is also taking some measures aimed at 
achieving proper fiscal discipline. 

To provide better infrastructure in the rural areas, the 
Government has already introduced a package in this 
year's budget proposals. This would, among other things, 
assist in improving the productivity of the agriculture 
sector, diere-by increasing its growth rate. Considering all 
these factors, it would be utterly uitfair if the new 
economic policy is not given due credit for having 
achieved good economic growdi. 

Q. 3. "Ruin of artisan* and craftsmen dozing die 
British Role was an inevitable fallout of economic ex* 


ploitation of this country by the Biittshecs." Discuss. 

Ans. For centuries, India's urban handicrafts and 
rural artisan were known m the entire world. The policy 
of one-way free trade imposed by the Britishers in 1813 
slowly resulted in total mm of artisans and craftsmen. 
This policy meant that the imports to India from England 
were duty-free while the exports from India to England 
faced huge tariff barriers. This resulted in making the 
machine-made products cheaply available and Indian 
traditional handicrafts could neither sell in the Indian 
market nor could be exported. The mass scale production 
of machine-made goods virtually ruined the traditional 
Indian industry. Traditionally, Indian economy was 
centred around the rural areas where the artisans, 
peasants and traders played an important role. As it ap¬ 
peared to the common man, the very aim of the economic 
policy followed by the British Government was the ex¬ 
ploitation of economic resources of this country. 

Economic exploitation of India was further hastened 
by die rapid industrialisation m England. The machine 
made goods were supenor in quality and cheaper in price. 
With the improvement in the means of communication, 
British goods reached even the remotest comers of the 
country. Weaving and spinning industries were the worst 
hit. Traditional sectors including silk, iron, pottery, glass, 
guns, paper, tanning, dyeing, etc suffered serious set¬ 
back Another factor which contributed to the ruin of 
Indian artisans and craftsmen was the gradual disap¬ 
pearance of Indian rulers and princes who used to 
patronage use of traditional goods Another enppling fac¬ 
tor was that the ruin of traditional economy was not 
matched by the growth of modem industry. Hardly any 
modern industries were set up in the country. The huge 
manpower released by the traditional industry had no 
option but to crowd the agricultural sector. This reduced, 
the productivity of the agricultural sector drastically. The 
unemployed millions took either to tenancy or b^ame 
agricultural labourers. Hence, against the general trend in 
the world, percentage of Indian population dependent on 
agriculture increased from 64 per cent in 1901 to 70 per 
cent in 1941 All these factors resulted in misery, extreme 
poverty and rural indebtedness in the country. 

As a result, Indian rural masses were gradually im¬ 
poverished with no productive means of employment. 
This was mainly the manifestation of the policy of ex¬ 
ploitation followed by the British Government which led 
to the min of artisans, peasants and craftsmen. From a 
major exporter of cotton and silk textiles, India now 
turned into an agricultural colony of industrialised 
Britain. It was, on die one hand supplying die required 
raw material for the indmtry and on the odier offered a 
large market for safe of finish^ industrialised goods. This 
ignominious transformation of fridian rural economy 
spelt doom to the million of Indians. 
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Descnpnve Questions 

BSRB Delhi Clerical Cadre Exam, 13th November, 1994 


As you sow, so will you 
reap 

Q. "As you sow, so will you 
reap/' Express your views on the 
above proverb. Substantiate your 
views by giving instants, examples 
from your reading, experience and 
knowledge. 

Ans. The proverb unfolds a 
natural phenomenon of 'cause md 
effect' that has been in operation 
since time immemorial. Even when 
we ignore the implications of the 
saying under the glare of cpjick suc¬ 
cess, reality'of 'seeds taking some 
shape' in the course of time cannot be 
put under die wraps The quality and 
timing of seed-sowing determines 
the nature and quantity of produce in 
a field. So is the case with the use of 
raw material in an indusbial unit 
The results can seldom be divorced 
from actions. Therefore, in the arena 
of life, love begets love whereas 
hatred gives biii&i to more hatred. 
The seeds of fear sown in one war, 
show their ugly teeth in the succeed¬ 
ing eras with more biting and batter¬ 
ing power. Preparations for war 
seldom assure peace now or after¬ 
wards. Todays' actions show Hieir 
reactions tomorrow or the day after 
in the form of rewards or regrets, 
bouquets or brickbats. 

Quite often the use of unfair 
means or resort to. telling lies-by 
children with the overt or covert con* 
nivance of elders may yield quick 
result. But later on in life, the use of 
such short cuts can lead both die 
elders and their |uniom into deep 
trouble. The seeds of falsehood and 
forgery sown earlier in life, will 
sprout into white lies and self-ex- 
pmure to ridicule and 'being caught 
red-handed'. 

Uves and actions of underworld 
dons, smugglers, drug-barbns and 


other persons of dieir genre, cannot 
escape the normal 'fall-out' of their 
black deeds. Since they sow the 
'wind' of social degradation and im¬ 
moral (illegal) trade of deadi-dealing 
activities, they will have to reap the 
harvest of 'whirlwind' in the 
gruesome forms of social crisis and 
chaos. If others suffer because of their 
nefarious designs and deeds, they 
will also meet their nemesis, sooner 
than antiapated. 

The mortifying memories of 
recent history are still fresh in our 
minds when petty politicians and 
power brokers sow^ the seeds of 
separatism and fundamentalism 
among people The harrowing har¬ 
vest of their short-sighted and 
suicidal moves manifested themsel¬ 
ves in the gory forms of insurgency, 
militancy and terrorism 

Human beings with a third 
eye 

Q. Suppose human beings had 
an additional eye on the back side of 
the head. Explain three possible 
consequences of such a situation. 

Ans. It is an admitted fact of life 
that any addition or delehon of a limb 
or organ on human personality, 
whether male or female, is not an or¬ 
dinary development. And if the addi¬ 
tion of a thi^ eye on the back of 
human face becomes a reality, the 
consequences can be equally startling 
and stupefying. 

For some human beings die gift 
or the curse of an additional ^e on 
^e back side of the head might be the 
fulfflment of a long-chmshed desire. 
But when the fact of having a third 
eye becomes universal, the ad¬ 
vantage or disadvantage, as die case 
may be, is shared by one and all. 
There is no gainsaying the open fact 
that an additional ot mird eye on the 
bade side of dw head, would enable 


all and sundry to have a view of 
every happening or event taking 
place in ffmt of two eyes «id behind 
the back with the aid of the third eye. 
The possibility of cemfusion would 
increase when the front eyes and die 
back eye give opposite or contradic¬ 
tory messages to the persons walking 
or driving on roads. Such an abrupt 
and unnatural addition can bring un¬ 
wanted and unwarranted conflict be¬ 
tween the dictates by two eyes on the 
front and the additional eye on the 
back of head Any one with normal 
common sense and inborn intuition 
can visualise the shape of things to 
come when such a situation takes 
concrete shape 

The appearance of an additional 
eye would be a major departure by 
nature of its own norms that have 
been in existence since ages past. This 
sudden addition on human head 
(back), without much gain to human 
beings, would certainly spoil the 
much-talked about symmetry and 
seeming inter-relation among me ex¬ 
isting senses Pec^le have been carry¬ 
ing on their day to day work with two 
eyes and the artists have been singing 
praises about the magical quality and 
captivating power of two eyes. The 
presence of two eyes like tfie two pre¬ 
cious gems, is in complete tune with 
a normal human body God forbid, if 
we had an additional eye on the bade 
of our head, wc might remain glued 
to visual sights only at the cost of 
other enjoyments, which the other 
four senses have to offer. 

Possibly, for those occupying the 
driver's seat, tiie presence of a tiiird 
eye at the back of the head, might 
enable them to dispense with the 
glass or any'Other device that indi¬ 
cates ttie movement of traffic comhig 
from behind. In such a situation, 
driving might become less risky on 
the high-ways or congested roads 
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and thus the occurrence of accidents 
might get substantially reduced 

Improving living 
conditions of the poor 

Q. Suggest three effective 
measures of improving the living 
conditions of the poor in big cities. 
Explain how the measures being 
suggested by you would be helpful. 

Ans. Living conditions or 
economic standards of people in 
general, and of the poor in particular 
can be measured in terms of their 
nutritious intake of food, social inter¬ 
action, sources of information and 
entertainment, etc. The.se in turn are 
determined by the economic oppor¬ 
tunities and total income of a family 
In order to achieve some acceptable 
social goals, peace and stability, har¬ 
mony and workable human relations 
among different groups is a pre-req¬ 
uisite of any society. Since our big 
cities are bursting at the seams and 
civic amenities falling far short of re- 

a uirements, the living conditions of 
le poor are becoming abjectly abys¬ 
mal and alarming. ITte continuous 
migration of landless labourers from 
the rural India to big cities has al¬ 
ready acquired ominous proportions. 
The mushrooming of slums and 
shanties is a problem dtat seems to 
defy any solution. Under the prevail¬ 
ing circumstances it is die poor who 
are the worst victims of scarcities 
dwindling civic services and above 
all, of atrocities and unbecoming ex¬ 
istence. In order to improve the living 
conditions of the poor in big cities, 
the following measures can go a long 
way in changing the sordid scenario 
in the not very distant future. 

First of all, the 'powers that be' 
should sec if the benefits of New 
Economic Policy have started per¬ 
colating to the poorest of the poor. If 
not, concrete but effective steps 
should be taken to enhance the 
working days of those who need 
work but are imemployed. Prime 
Minister's Integrated Urban Poverty 
Eradication Programme should be 
launched with fidl vigour so that its 
benefits reach those poor in big cities 
who have no reliable means of earn¬ 
ing their livelihood. Besides, these 
poor people should be settled in 


regular colonies with modest houses 
made horn local raw material. The 
provision of basic civic fadlitira like 
watei, electricity, sanitation, health 
care, education, etc should be given 
top priority. 

Forceful steps should be taken to 
introduce family planning among the 
poor. Their children should be made 
to go to schools so diat they do not 
fall into the hands of anti-social ele¬ 
ments and become criminals in later 
life. All lottery and "country made 
liquor" vends should be removed 
from or near their dwellings. The 
operations of 'Public Distribution 
System of essential grains' through 
fair-price shops should be 
strengthened and expanded for the 
benefit of the poor. 

Immunisation programmes for 
women and children should be given 
foremost place in the on-going 
schemes. Unlike in the past, where a 
major portion of funds disappeared 
on the way and die beneficiaries got 
practically nothing, care should be 
taken that every penny meant for im¬ 
proving the living conditions of the 
poor in big cities is properly ac¬ 
counted for. 

More emphasis on primary 
education 

Q. India should lay more em¬ 
phasis on primary education than 
on secondary education. Give two 
arguments in favour and two argu¬ 
ments against the given statement. 

Aigumenb in favour of the 
statement 

1. There is no denying the fact 
that we have had enough of slogans 
and sermons, polemics and promises 
on every problem or olqective staring 
us in the face. Time h^ come now 
that we pay serious and substantial 
attention to achieving the goal of 
universal primary education by the 
end of the year 2000. It is a matter of 
shock and shame diat in this respect 
we are lagging far behind so many 
Asian ana Amcan countries. It is 
high time that we motivate and 
mobilise school going chUdren, espe¬ 
cially from the poor and under¬ 
privileged families, to make die best 
use of the programme 'Operation 
Blackboard' and thus come out of die 


bondage of illiteracy and ignorance. 
Notwithstanding the financial con¬ 
straints and other pressures, the 
crying need of the hour is that our 
planners, policy makers and 
academics start giving more em¬ 
phasis to universal primary educa¬ 
tion than secondary raucation. 

2. Besides widening the net of 
primary education to cover all 
eligible children, it should also be 
seen that the drop-out rates or num¬ 
bers, before the children reach class V, 
are drastically reduced. For this pur¬ 
pose more funds will have to be 
provided in Central and State 
budgets for free distribution of 
elementary books and note-books 
and mid-day nutritious meals to all 
such children, who would otherwise 
have gone to join 'child labour force' 
to augment me family income. Such 
an approach and shift in emphasis is 
not charity but fulfilment of a human 
right that we have denied them so far. 

Arguments against the statement 

1. Let us not be carried away by 
the stunning statistics of mass il¬ 
literacy, especially among children of 
.school-going age. The advocates of 
the proposition should know that we 
cannot turn the tables on the enemy 
called 'illiteracy' by pumping more 
funds into new schemes or pr^ram- 
mes without having adequate num¬ 
ber of trained teachers and other 
infrastructural facilities. Not gim¬ 
micks but goading the unwilling . 
parents to send their children to the 
existing schools, and making teach¬ 
ing and learning bofii interesting and 
exciting will work. Since most of our 
instruments of imparting education 
at the basic level are old and obsolete, 
let us first make them modem and 
upto-date. 

2. No one in his senses is against 
the goal of universal primary rauca- 
fion but certainly not at die cost of 
secondary education. Since we all 
know that secondary education is the 
'take-off' stage for higher technical 
and professional educatirai, we can¬ 
not afford to starve it of funds— 
rather we need to give it more 
attentim both in terms of emphasis 
and expenditure. Under no cir¬ 
cumstances riiould we ignore secon¬ 
dary education. 
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Notes on Current Affairs 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Charar-e-Sharief: Inept Handling 

I T was a disaster waiting to happen; a tinder-box waiting 
for a spark, even as political ennui gripped all those who 
mattered at Srinagar and in Delhi 

The 600-year-old shrine of Sufi Saint Sheikh Noor-ud- 
Din Wall and the adjacent historic Khankah were 
destroyed in a fire m the early hours of May 11,1995, and 
"Major" Mast Gul heading ^e band of Pc^stan-trained 
mercenaries managed to give the slip to the Army only to 
surface two weeks later 

According to Army aufiionties, at 8 30 p m on May 8 
the militants set ablaze a few houses m a residential 
locality some 200 m from fite shrine, probably expecting 
to escape in file confusion. A strong wind, however, 
caused the fire to spread gutting more ttian half the town. 
More houses were razed by the time fire-fighting opera¬ 
tions commenced the next day. 

At about 11 p.m. on May 10 explosions were heard in 
the rear side of ^ mosque in file shrine complex and the 
militants scattered into the town. The fire then ^read to 
the shrine which was reduced to ashes by 3 30 am the 
next day. It was only by 5 a.m. that the Army's columns 
enteved into the town and 23 militants were killed in the 
ensuing fire fighh Abu Jindal, a self-styled Chief of 
Harkat'ul-Ansar, hailing from Faisalabad in Pakistan was 
nabbed. 

The Amy was rapped for failing to nab Mast Gul 
even as some ofiiers had obviously escaped. A bulk of file 
town's Inhabitants had started moving out since Maidi 
and by April hardly 1,000 out of the original 20,000 
remained. In fills context file effectiveness (rf file security 
forces' ccudon aboagwang marty doubts. 


Pakistan went to town over fiiis unfortunate incident 
and tried to drum up suf^iort within file Islamic fraternity'' 
Pakistan's game plan h^ succeeded admirably, and wire¬ 
less messages intercepted between Mast Gul and his 
trans-border handlers testified to an unmistakable Pakis- J 
tan hand. 

In a surprise move Mast Gul surfaced on May 26 and ^ 
in an interview to a select group of journalists blamed file h 
security forces for setting the shrine ablaze. He ascribed 
the fire to the rockets and mortars used by the securi^" 
forces against file militants 

A series of blunders marked the handling of CharM* 
e-Shaiief. The initial reports of infiltration that poured fit* 
more than four monfiis back did not raise any al«trm‘ 
signals. Consequently the militants were allowed enough ^ 
time to selectively mine file riirine and other areas of fiwi 
town. Improvised Explosive Devices (IHDs) were also' 
planted whkhsubsequently hindered Army operations to 
fiush out the mercenanes. 

The idea of starving out the militants in the manner oC' 
Hazrafiial was obviously misplaced. Mast Gul's men en¬ 
joyed almost fiee movement within the town unUkeHaai- ' 
rafiial wlwre fiiey were bottled up. 

There was a total lack of strategy and political will A, 
glaring intelligence failure and tlu! uiabllity to anticipate 
was obvious. Hre tenders were late in being pushed hi, av ‘ 
was file Army. R^rtedly file Army sou^t clearance 
from the PMO to enter the town on May 9, and fiuay! 
moved in on the morning of May 11 wifiiout waiting lor I 
the "go-ahead" signal which came later. If fiiere was 4 . 
unified command set-up—so necessary in a situation oi- 
ttiis kind—it was not visible. Admitt^ Lt-General fjL 
Dhillcm, GOC-in-C, XV Corps based at Srinagar; "IlA’ 
should have entered file tow^ mudi earlier. The saving' 
grace is that fiiere were no civilian casualties." 

The Ofiier leascm in Low Intensity Crmflicts of thisi 
kind fiiat li^ to be absorbed is the use of media. In a|^ 
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. tisteasible move to deny any publicity to the mercenaries 
dw media was banned from entering the town since 19 
March. The upshot was die adverse publicity shroud over 
die government and the security forces even as Mast Gul 
is now able to trade charges of ^e shrine being set ablaze 
by the former with no independent agency to corroborate 
any single version 

A media black-out leads to wild rumours and in this 
case the one doing the rounds was that an Army helicop¬ 
ter sprayed the area with gunpowder before igniting it. 
This is stuff from the realm of sheer fantasy but unfor¬ 
tunately the absence of the media gave currency to such 
wild talk. 

Media is a big leveller, as we saw in Operation Black 
Thunder which is appropriately contrasted with Bluestar 
that got badly botched up while the media was kept at 
bay. Black Thunder was executed under full media glare, 
and the adverse publicity earned by the militants further 
alienated them from the masses 

Charar-e-Sharief was indeed a mixed bag of oppor¬ 
tunities lost for India and seemuigly Pakistan has upped 
the ante in forcing us to abort the Kashmir elections slated 
for July. The saving grace, however, is foat there has been 
' no reaction in other parts of the country Likewise, Pakis¬ 
tan has not been able to muster the sort of condemnation 
at Pan-Islamic fora that it had hoped for, even by engineer- 
,ing die unfortunate incident on the auspicious day of Id 

Elections: A Lost Opportunity 

T he upshot of the Charar-e-Shanef incident was ob¬ 
vious. The aim was to demonstrate to the world at 
large that the situation in Kashmir is disturbed. That con¬ 
ditions do not exist for free and fair elections. It was 
'Pakistan's game plan to scuttle the elections and, should 
India succeed in going through the motions of the 
promised elections, induce die fear of die gun amongst the 
masses so as to make die electoral exercise look like a 
farce. 

If anyone says that this was unexpected or "complete- 
, ly out of the blue", it is belittling one's intelligence. 
Pakistan's is a cme-point policy—that of wresting Kash¬ 
mir at any cost. Any elected head of government in Pakis¬ 
tan can put Kashmir on the backbUmer only at the cost of 
his or her political survival. 

Mainly to avenge the dismembering of its Eastern 
Wing and otherwise to divert the attention from a host of 
internal problems, Pakistan will do all it can to keep 
Kashmir on the boil. Opportunities such as die one at 
Charar-e-Sharief only give it occasion to spew more 
venom. ^ 

Maulana Mohammed Farooq, leader of Harkat-uh 
'.Ansar, a militant Islamic group, in a statement issued In 


Muzaffarabad in POK direatened to attack Indian dties in 
the wake of the destruction of the Charane-Sharief Shrine. 
Extremist as it appears, such threats cannot be dismissed 
lightly. 

. Pakistan will continue to prefer to bleed India 
through a proxy war in preference to an overt conflict 
which will be extremely prohibitive and which in any case 
cannot help it to sever Kashmir from the rest of Inc^ia. 

In the context of Kashmir an absence of a viable 
strategy only keeps India on the defensive. The extent of 
hurt die Charae«- Sharief mcident has Caused to the locals 
is demonstrated by their refusal to accept relief and an 
offer by the Government to rebuild the shrine and the 
town. 

Much of our effort is hence taken up in "damage 
control" through reactions rather than retaining the upper 
hand through foresight and planning By the Prime Mini¬ 
ster, Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao's own reckoning: "It is cer¬ 
tainly a setback. Particularly as it has come at a time when 
we had seen the situation on the ground changing." 

Meanwhile, the All-Party Hurriyat Conference 
(APHC) declared its opposition for the polls. Shabir 
Ahmed Shah and other leaders of the APHC spearheaded 
the "anti-election campaign" in the Valley 

Earlier, the Prime Minister had reiterated on the floor 
of the House, defeating an oppo.sition-sponsorcd adjourn¬ 
ment motion on the Charar-e-Sharief issue, that the elec¬ 
tions would be held and he would not allow Pakistan to 
thwart the revival of the political process. This change of 
heart in leaving matters to the CEC obviously came once 
the realities of the ground situation seeped in. 

Also contributing to the ambivalence was a statement 
by Army Chief General Shankar Roy Chowdhury on May 
21 at Agartala that an "undeclared war" was going on 
between India and Pakistan. Reading between foe lines, 
foe Opposition took foe Government to task over foe 
apparent contradiction between their version of foe im¬ 
proved situation and what the General had said. 

The Prime Minister left foe ball in Mr Seshan's Court 
who on May 27 carried out extensive discussions at 
Srinagar with State offlcials, military and intelligence per- 
sonnd, press and others. 

Representatives of the Congress, BJP, CPI, CPM, 
Janata Dal, National Conference and foe Panfoers Party 
were among the 16 political leaders who meJ^Mr S^han. 
Barring foe Congress and National Conf«ence, tepre- 
sentatives of all ofoer political parties opposed the hold¬ 
ing of elections at this stage. The National Conference 
demanded foe restoration pre-19S3 status to Jammu 
and Kashmir as their condition fic»' participatim in the 
polls. Which tile CEC termed as a "poBticai issue" not to 
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be decided by him. 

Following Mr Seshan's briefing to tihe Prime Minister 
that the ground situation in the Valley was not conducive 
for the holding of elections, the government on May 29 
decided to have President's rule extended in } & K for 
anoth^ spell of six mcmths beyond July 18. A special 
emissary was sent to Port of Spain to obtain the 
President's assent for the extension. 

Speculation in some political circles hint that elections 
in J & K will now possibly be held in October, Prime 
Minister Narasimha Rao has been politically hemmed in 
from many quarters, and if he can put J & K through an 
electoral exercise he will gain the much treeded clout 

His earlier offer to consider the demand for some¬ 
thing short of azadt in Kashmir within the ambit of the 
Consbtution testifies to his "desperation" to install an 
elected government Kashmir affairs is now directly 
Cinder his chaige, and it is a moot point whether he will 
have enough time for this troubled State during the ap¬ 
proach of general election. 

POLITICAL 

Split in Congress 

T he Congress Party split on May 19 with Mr N D 
Tiwari being elected as "president of the Indian Na¬ 
tional Congress (I)" at a massive dissidents' convenhon at 
New Delhi. Mr Arjun singh was elected as the working 
president 

Earlier, the convention "revoked" the expulsion and 
suspension of rebel party leaders even as behind-tho- 
scene efforts continued for a patch-up between the rebels 
and party president P.V. Narasimha Rao. Mr Aqun Singh 
was in conference wifo Mrs Sonia Gandhi twice dunng 
the day to explore a solution accq^table to both sides, 
which failed to turn up. 

In a frontal attack on Mr P.V. Narasimha Rao, the 
disridents described his functioning as "dictatorial". Mr 
Bhagwat Jha Azad said, "we do not recognise Mr 
Narasimha Rao as the Congress president", and accused 
him of trying to cover up the inquiry into the Rajiv Gandhi 
assassination case. 

It was alleged that Mr Narasimha Rao did not have 
the interests of the party afheart but only wanted to cling 
to power at all costs. 

Earlier on May 17, the Lok Sabha Speaker, Mr Shivraj 
Patil asserted his authority to prevent foe dissident Con¬ 
gress (I) M J*., Mr PJl. Kurruiramangalam from moving cut 
motions on foe Budget, riling down foe curtain on foe 
protracted drama on foe issue. 

As foe Speaker put to guilldtine the demands of the 
powqr aru| pfoer mirvistries, overruling the vociferous ob¬ 


jections of the Opposition, members belonging to the ^ ‘ 
and National Front-Left Pimt walked out «' 

This is a measure of the anti-establi^ment sentimerd^ 
that had been built up within various political circles uid 
wifoin a section of foe Congress (I) itself whkfo now broke 
away, calling itsdf foe real Congress. 

This is the third split in the Congress. In 1969 it was a 
power struggle as well as an effort to reorient the Con- . 
gress. Indira Gandhi single-handedly took on such stal- ! 
warts as Nijalingappa, N. Sanjeeva Reddy and Moratji 
Desai. Sanjeeva R^dy was defeated in the Presidential 
polls by Indira Gandhi's candidate V V. Giri. She divested ' 
Morarji Desai of foe finance portfolio and followed it up { 
with bank nationalisation and abolition of privy purses, 
thus marginalising foe traditionals and consolidating her 
hold over foe party. 

The second split in 1978 followed the party's post- 
Emergency electoral rout. Brahmananda Reddy as Con¬ 
gress President and Y.B. Chavan decided to expel Indira 
Gandhi from the party. 9ie reacted swiftly by removing 
Reddy from foe party post thus creating a split. 

The present Congress crisis owes its origin to growing 
disenchantment with the party leadership compounded 
by the recent electoral reverses. Arjun Singh raised the 
war cry after last year's debacles in Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh. Later, with the key States of 
Maharashtra and Gujarat gone from the Congrera hold 
the impending general election in 1996 put foe jitters in 
Congressmen who feared for their electoral prospects 
under the vsditing leaderfoip of Narasimha Rao whose 
track record as a vote-catcher came in for severe criticism. 

Criticised by the dissidents were Rao's inaction, 
policy drift and leadraship flaws. There was a scathing 
indktment of foe Govmiment on mishandling of foe 
Ayodhya issue, the securities scam and "crony 
capitalism". The Hwari Congress on May 19 adopted two 
documents—apolitical and economic, which some ob¬ 
servers regard as "not ftivolous". 

Notwithstanding the Congress Working Committee 
reaction to foe split on May 20 reaffirming full confideiKe 
in Mr Narasimha Rao, those still "loyal" to Rao cannot be 
unconcerned for foe party's performance at foe hustings 
next year. There may be many fence-sitters who are yet 
undedded and still testing foe waters. While Arjun Singh 
and N.D. Hwari bofo lack the mass base required for foe 
type of amlutions being nursed by them, Rao's lame duck 
dispensation just manages to survive. 

Bofo camps have staked a claim to the "Hand" S 3 mv- 
bol and are vying for Sonia Gandhi's support. The dissi¬ 
dents argue foat they haven't qrlit foe party but only 
elected a new president as foe term of old one was 
over. 
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By the present reckoning Sonia is somewhat disil' 
iusioned with Rao who, in a bid to pacify her, has given 
Mr P. Chidambaram the additional charge of the R^iv 
trial going on in a special court in Tamil Nadu. 

While ttie "Sonia" factor will in the short-term impart 
credibility to whichever camp she decides to side with, 
she is astute enough to know that her worth lies in her 
silence. 

All in all, the political stage in the run-up to the 
general election will witness dynamic alignments and 
re-alignments, which should be interesting to follow. 

LAW AND ORDER 

TADA Lapses; No Consertsus on New Bill 

T he controversial ten-year-old Terrorists and Disrup¬ 
tive Activities (Prevention) Act lapsed on May 23. It 
was decided not to renew the Act in the face of growing 
criticism within the ruling party as well as in opposition 
circles. 

The Government proposed to replace the Act with a 
milder version guaranteeing safeguards against its 
misuse. While ttte BJP opposed any tinkering with the 
original Act, at least two Ministers in the Rao Government 
threatened to quit if TADA was not repealed. Railway 
Minister C.K. Jaffer Sharief and Tourism and Civil Avia¬ 
tion Minister Ghulam Nabi Azad were vehement in op¬ 
posing the continuance of TADA because it violated basic 
rights. Congress member Mamata Baneqee even indulged 
in theatrics in the Lx>k Sabha before giving in her resigna¬ 
tion letter. 

However, even the new Bill—the Criminal Law 
(Amendment) Bill, 1995—seeking to delete various 
provisions of TADA that were allegedly misused, failed to 
evoke a consensus among various parties. 

At least four provisions considered obnoxious in 
TADA were propos^ to be deleted in the new legislationL 
These included Section 5 of TADA, which makes un¬ 
authorised possession of arms in a notified area an of¬ 
fence, Section 15 making admissible confessions made to 
a police officer. Section 21 (c) and (d) on certain presump¬ 
tions relating to confessions and Section 20(8)(b) on condi- 
tiems of bail. 

Apart from making ermfessions by accused in police 
custody as non-cognizable in courts, an added safeguard 
against misuse is the making of high courts as new desig- 
luited courts of appeal in terrorist cases. 

Certain grey areas do exist: the definition of a terrorist 
which apparently is too "wide" in the new bill; the aspect 
of making the Bill retrospective by also providing for a 
review of foe case of detainees now in jail under TADA, 
and the aspect of foe punishment of police ofiiceis foimd 


to be abusing their power under the Act. 

As the voting on the Bill was put off repeatedly it was 
decided to refer it to a Select Committee of Parliament for 
deeper examination. The Home Ministry is also working 
on a proposal for promulgating an ordinance to take care 
of foe interviming period until foe new consensus law is 
enacted. 

, The real test of the new statute, however, wilt lie in its 
ability to guarantee to the citizens their fundamental 
rights. The draconian TADA did little to contain terrorism 
and secessionism. 

/CONSTITUTION 

Uniform Civil Code: SC asks Govt to take 
"fresh look" at Article 44 

T he Supreme Court on May 10 requested the Govern¬ 
ment to take a "fresh look" at Article 44 mandating the 
State to secure a uniform civil code, which was imperative 
both for protection of the oppressed and promotion of 
national unity and solidarity. 

The directive was given by the Court while holding 
that the second marriage of a Hindu husband after con¬ 
version to Islam, without dissolving the first marriage, 
would be illegal and the husband could be prosecuted for 
bigamy. 

Emphasising the need for a uniform civil code, Mr 
justice Kutdip Singh and Mr Justice R.M. Sahai said that 
"the succe.ssivc governments till date have been wholly 
re-miss in their duty of implementing the constitutional 
mandate under Article 44 of the Corustitution". 

The Government was advised to entrust foe respon¬ 
sibility to the Law Commission which may in consult¬ 
ation with the Minorities Commission examine the matter 
and bring about a comprehensive legislation in keeping* 
with the mordern day concept of human rights for 
women. • ' 

The Government was also advised to cmisider foe 
feasibility of appointing a committee to enact Ccsiversion 
of Religion Act, immediately, to check foe abuse of 
religion by any person. The law may provide that every 
citizen who changes his religirsi cannot many anofoer 
woman unless he divorces his first wife. 

The judges observed that the provision should be 
made applicable to every person wither he is a Hindu, 
Muslim, Christian, Sikh, Jain or Budh, and provisions 
made for maintenance and succession et^ also to avoid 
clash of interest after death. 

Because Muslim law permits more than one vrife, 
many Hindus were converting to Islam 4s a short cut to 
their second marriage and to escape the consequences of 
bigamy. 
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Many Isianuc countnes like Syna, Tunisia, Morocco, 
Pakistan, Iran and the Islamic Republics of the erstwhile 
Soviet Unum have codih^ their personal law to check its 
misuse 

The judges added that a second marriage by an apos¬ 
tate under the shelter of ccmversion to Islam would never¬ 
theless be a mamage m violation of the Hindu Marriage 
Act by which he would continue to be governed despite 
his conversion to Islam 

There has been a mixed reaction to the Supreme 
Court's rulmg Experts say that Article 44 comes under 
Chapter IV of the Constitution, which deals with Directive 
Pnnaples of State Policy, which are not enforceable by 
any court The Prime Minister later told a delegation of 
Muslim leaders from Kerala that the Supreme Court 
opmion was "not obligatory" on the government and that 
there was no move to bring about a uniform ci\ il code in 
the country 

Others say that the solution perhaps lies in rewriting 
the personal codes of all the religions with a view to 
ensuring gender equality, an a^ect which is piesently 
skewed against wcrnicn 

ECONOMY 

Debt servicing to peak at $ 14 5 b 
in 1996-97 

NDIA'S debt service payment, which has been rising 
steadily since 1994-95, is likely to peak at $ 14 5 billion 
in 1996-97 before settling down at a lower level in sub¬ 
sequent years, according to mtemal projections of the 
Finance Mimstry 

Debt service payment has been hovenng around $ 8 2 
billion between 1991-92 and 199‘?-94 However, the pav- 
moit jumped to $ 10 8 billion in 1994-95 The current year 
IS likely to see debt servicmg mercase to $ 12 3 billion, 
before peaking at $ 14 5 bilhon the next year 

However, in 1997-98 and 1998-99 the debt service 
liability IS projected to come down to $ 12 b billion and $ 
124 billion respechvely The finance ministry has es¬ 
timated toe projections with a moderate assumption that 
exports would grow at 12 per cent each year 

Exports record 18.27% growth 

XPOBTS have been estimated at $ 26,223 47 milliim 
during Apnl-March 1994-95, against 22,173 08 milhon 
during the corresponding penod m 1993-94, mgnifytng an 
18.27 per cent growth 

Coiqsled wtto this, exports^n March almost touched 
$ 3 biUi^ whidi is emvudered a record export petfor- 
mance. the Commerce ^^nister,h4r P Chidambaram said 
that^improved eitpoit performance has be^ mainly 
due to toe efforts ofjyarious ei^ort promotion councils 


and the assistance provided by the customs department. 

It is estimated that by the turn of the century India will 
account for one per cent of the total world trade 

Finance Minister announces tax 
concessions 

T HF Umon Finance Minister, Dr Manmohan Smgh cm 
18 May proposed a number of concessions on direct 
and indirect taxes, further softening the taxation 
projxisals for the current year 

These included a reduchem m the Tax Deducted at 
Source (TDS) on charged on professional and techni¬ 
cal services frotn 10 per cent to 5 per cent, a further 
liberalised tax holiday scheme for mhastructure projects 
and import duty exemption on 31 life-savmg drugs 

Mam highlights of the proposals are 

■ Tax holiday scheme for infrastructure projects fur¬ 
ther liberalised 

■ TDS on fees levied on professional and technical 
services cut from 10 to 5 per cent 

■ Additional excise duty mheu of sales tax imposed 
on cotton hosiery withdrawn 

■ Import duty on mputs for copper clad laminates 
for printed circuit boards varying from 40 to 50 per cent 
reduced to 15 per cent 

■ FxLise duty on copper sulphate, used as pesticide 
in Loftce, cardamom, pepper and cocoa plantabona 
reduced from 20 to 10 per cent 

■ 31 more life-savmg drugs fully exempted from 
duty 

■ import duty on paper and paper boards reduced 
from 40 to 20 per cent 

■ Modvat credit to furnace oil and low sulphur 
hea\y stocks used for production of factory steam al¬ 
lowed 

■ Import duty on glass parte and shells of B & W 
picture tubes reduced from 30 to 25 per cent 

■ Import duty on Comfxict Disc (CD) ROM and flojp- 
pv diskettes used to store pnnted matter from journals 
and books reduced from 50 to 25 per cent 

INDIA-PAKISTAN 

RELATIONS 

Pakistan's doublespeak continues 

NQIA and Pakistan on May 2 committed themselves to 
resolve the Kashmir issue toroug)i "peaceful and not 
military means" even as Idamabad ojiposed New Delhi's 
move to hold eteebons in Jatoimi and Kaitomir 
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Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao and Pakistan 
President Parooq Ahmed I^ghari agreed on the need to 
discuss the Kashmir issue but failed to fix a specific date 
or level of the intended dialogue 

This was ttie first time that the leaders of the two 
countries met In two years. The last meeting was held 
between Mr Rao and the then Pakistan Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif in Dhaka during the sevendi SAARC sum- 
nut in 1993 

Warning on nuclear race 

T he Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, a 
Washington>based think tank has warned against an 
"escalating nuclear arms race" between India and Pakis¬ 
tan because of their apparent ability to deploy short-range 
nuclear-capable ballistic missiles. 

Pakistan possesses a variety of nuclear-capable 
aircraft, including the US-supplied F-16s, which could be 
modified to deliver nuclear weapons in a crisis. There is 
growing evidence that it has received nuclear<apable, 
280-km range M-ll missiles from China, or key com¬ 
ponents for the system. Besides, Pakistan has also under¬ 
taken to develop with Chinese assistance Hatf-1 and 
Hatf-ll with ranges of 80 km and 300 km respectively 

Indian aircraft for nuclear delivery include the MiG 
series (MiCi 23, 27 and 29), the Jaguar and Mirage-2000 
The report also refers to India's efforts to build two 
nuclear-capable missiles, the short-range Prtthot and the 
intermediate-range ^ni 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister P.V Narasimha Rao 
dectared on May 16 that the depio 3 rment of PrtUwt with 
the Army was under cemsideratiqn while Agm will have 
to undergo "some more trials" 

INDIA-US RELATIONS 

Pranab Mukheiiee makes impact on 
Capitol Hill 

T he week-long US visit of External Affairs Minister Mr 
Pranab Mukheijee in the wake of theCharar-e-Sharief 
incident paid off dividends. Mr Mukheijee's frankness 
and skilful articulation drove many points home—that 
India could not sign the NPT because it was dis¬ 
criminatory, flawed and inadequate; India would deploy 
the Pnthvi missile if the circumstances warranted; 
and India's long-standing friendship with Iran 
would not affect its ties with the US, who should 
understand India's strategic compulsions to develop 
ties with Iran. 

The high point was the American endorsement for the 
polls in Kashmir as well as the Indian contentim that the 
Kashmir dispute was a bilateral affair. This new view¬ 
point was laid down by ffie Secretary of State, Mr War¬ 
ren Christopher, although It runs counter/to views of 
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i the State departmentofficialswhoseskewed thinkinghas 
caused them to maintain that Kashmir was a disputed 
territory 

INDIA-SRI LANKA 
RELATIONS 

India blockades Palk Straits 

'T'AMIL Tigers laid seige to a string of army camps and 
X renewed their offensive in Northern Sri Lanka forcing 
President Chandrika Kumaratunga to adopt the military 
option for which die armed forces found themselves to be 
ill-equipped and not well prepared. The Sri Lankan Army 
embarked on an extensive recruitment drive to make up 
the shortfall in manpower 

Meanwhile the Indian Navy blockaded the Palk 
Straits to prevent the movement of Tamil militants be¬ 
tween Northern Sri Lanka and Tamil Nadu, an aspect 
which was later denied and ascribed to ^'normal 
patrolling". Other reports indicated that New Delhi had 
also agreed in principle to Colombo's request for air sur¬ 
veillance of the north-eastern seas to monitor possible 
movement of vessels used by mihtants to smuggle arms. 

The provision of other logistical support to Sri Lankan 
armed forces had also been agreed upon, but the induc¬ 
tion of troops into the island has been ruled out 

A number of other countnes like Indonteia, Ukraine, 
Russia and Israel have reportedly responded positively to 
the Sri I.ankan government's request to combat the 
LTTE's separatist desigas 

The escalation of ethnic violence by the LTTE has 
caused concern, the latest incident being the assassination 
of a top Buddhist monk and massacre of 42 Sinhalese 
civilians in two separate attacks in Eastern Sri Lanka on 
May 26. Later on May 28 telecommunication links with a 
strategic northern town of Vavuniya were cut off and the 
LTTE overran a military camp in eastern Batticaloa killing 
50 soldiers. 

India's approach has been "measured" whidi is just 
as well, considering the track record of rushing into things 
without weighing the possibilities. Our knee-jerk reaction 
in 1987 cost the IPKF dearly, and the Army was unfairly 
criticised for its performance in a situation which lacked a 
coherent political perspective at the national level. 

INDIA-BANGLADESH 

RELATIONS 

Plea for corridor to link north-east not 
favoured 

B angladesh has not responded favourably to 
India's proposal for a rail-cumHroad corridor ffiat . 
cptild provide a lifelinefto die isolated nreffi-eisfeht this 
is one of ffreffuee issues behMeriffretwbcbuntneSiuihg- 




rency for oil dealings instead of the dollar, probably hint¬ 
ing at the Japanese yen. 

Such a switch could weaken the already debilitated 
dollar. 

PAKISTAN 

Violence threatens Pakistan polity 

T he cult of violence and intolerance threatens Pakistan 
in Ms Bhutto's 20th month in office Which had earlier 
proved ondnous for her Prime Ministership, when she 
was dismissed by the then President Ghulam Ishaq Khan 
on charges of corruption and failure to control law and 
order. 

The present law and order situation is much 
worse but her easy equation with President Farooq 
Leghari—her own party man—and an army leader¬ 
ship which is not hostile makes her sure of continu¬ 
ing undisturbed. Her critics say that she had gone to 
the United States to buy Washington's support for 
her government. 

But she cannot ignore for long the problems in all 
the four provinces which are plagued with political, 
ethnic and religious or sectarian violence with vary¬ 
ing intensities. Dacoity is also rampant in Punjab and 
Sindh where killing and kidnapping for ransom is 
common. 

Pakistan's port city Karachi, a nerve-centre of all 
trade and commerce activity, has become a blood- 
soaked city where about a dozen people are gunned 
down daily. Muhajirs, who form a majority in 
Karachi, are clamouring for their rights even as the 
Muhajir Quami Movement (MQM) is divided into 
warring factions. Most bloodshed in Karachi is at¬ 
tributed to their rivalry while Ms Bhutto's own Pakis¬ 
tan People's Party (PPP) has crossed swords with its 
arch rival the MQM. 

Pakistan's anti-htdia tirade is he^ful in diverting the 
attention from its internal strife, but this panacea cannot 
work for all limes to come. ► ■ ' <■, . 

THAILAND 

PM dissolves legislature 

'TTHE Ttui Premier Oman Leekpai dissolved foe parlia- 
X ment on May 1% and set elections for July 2. The 
cdlapse ot Mr. Oman's governme^ came soon after one 
of.itsfiye <yMliti(m.||artiter8.quithiri^ piniiaraantiny 
no^n^i|ifoi)K;e..vo|e for daj} U left coalition 
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CURRENT AFFAIRS 


Current General Knowledge 


ABBREVIATIONS 

ACCORD* Attion for Com¬ 
munity Organisation, Rehabilitation 
and Development 

PILCOM' Pakistan, India, Srt 
Lanka Committee (for Cricket World 
Cup, 1996) 

RHC. Reduce Holidays Cam- 
paign 

RRPI* Rural Retail Price index 

AWARDS 

Jawahar Lai Nehru Award for 
International Understanding, 1993 
YANMAR'S pro-democracy 
leader and NcAiel laureate, Mrs 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who continues to 
be under house arrest for the past six 
years, has been awarded the coveted 
Jawahar Lai Nehru award for mter- 
national understanding for 1993, for 
her "brave, non-violent and un¬ 
yielding" struggle foi freedom and 
democracy The award carries a cita 
hon, trophy and Rs 15 lakh in cash 

UN Sasakawa Environment Prize, 
1994 

n ENOWNED Indian Scientist M S 
J\Swaminathanand Paul and Anne 
Fhrlich of USA have been awarded 
the 1994 UN Environment pnze for 
their life-long work dedicated to the 
protection and management of the 
environment 

Dr Swaminathan is widely 
known as the father of economic 
movement His research on the con¬ 
servation of wild strains of potato, 
wheat and rice led to India develop- 
mg a strong lubonal food secunty 
system 

UN Population Award, 1995 

R Halfdan Mahler of Denmark 
shares the award with the mter- 
Afrlcan committee on traditional 
practices affecting the health of 
women and children Mr Mahler is 
head of the international planned 


parenthood federation The group 
promotes voluntary family plaimmg 
and is active m 140 countries 

42nd National Film Awards 

Bebt film "Unishe Apnl" a Ben¬ 
gali film directed by Ritupamo 
Ghosh 

Best dim tor Jahnu Barua for his 
Assamese film "Hagoroloi Bohu 
Door" 

Best Actor Nana Patekar for his 
performance m "Krantiveer" 

Bes,t Actress Debasree Roy for 
her role in "Unishe Apnl" 

Best supporting actor Ashish 
Vidyarthi for his role in Hindi him 
"Drohkaal" and Nagesh for his role 
in Ikmil film "Nammavar" 

Best supporting actress Surekha 
Sikri ftege for her portrayal of the 
sunogate mother in "Mamrtio" 

Best popular film "Hum Apke 
Ham Kaun" 

Best child artist Vijaya 
Raghavendra 

Best children film "Abhay" 
directed by Annu Kapoor and 
"Kochaniyan" (Malayalam) directed 
by Bushura Shahudem, share the 
prize 

Best music director Ravi and 
Johnson share the prize for their scores 
in "Sukrutham" and "Parmayam", 
respectively 

Best Lyrics Vairamuthu for 
'Karuthamma'and "Pavithra" 

Best male playback singer Unnik- 
rishnan 

Best female playback singer Sor- 
nalatha 

Indira Gandhi award for best first film 
of a director Mogha Mull (Tamil) 
directed by Gnana ^jasdearan 

Nargts Diitt award for best fimtutt 
film an national integration Mukta 
(Marathi), directed by Jabbar Patel 

Best bookm cinema "Abhuiayam 




Anubhavam" by Bharat Copy 

Best film critic Rashmi Dorais- 
wamy 

Best non-feature film 
"Rasayatra", a documentary that 
weaves round the life and music of 
vocalist Pandit Mallikarjun Mansur 

Cannes Film Festival, 1995 

Golden Palm "Underground" by 
I mir Kusturice of Yugoslavia 

Grand fury Prize "Ulysses 
Ga/e" by Theo Angelopoulos, 
Greece 

Best Actor Jonathan Pryce of 
Britain in "Carrington" 

Best Actress Helen Mirren of 
Britain m "The Madness of King 
George" 

Best Director Matiiieu Kassovitz 
of France for "Lahaine" 


Asia-Pacific Tounsm award 

D elhi Tounsm has won the pres¬ 
tigious Paahe Asia 1)ravel As¬ 
sociation (FATA) Gold Heritage 
award for its novel and popular 
project, Dillt Haat 

The haat (meaning market place) 
provides urbanites opportumty to 
expenence a village atmosphere 


Arjuna awards for indigenous 
games 

T he prestigious Aijuna awards for 
outstanding sports-persons will 
now also be given for mdigoious 
games and physically handicapped 
sports Now there will be three 
categories (1) for Olympic, Asian, 
Commonwealth garnps and Cncket, 
(2) for physically handicapped 
sports, (3) for indigenous games 

BOOKS 


GlobaUsation—The IHbal 
Encounter 


W RITTEN by Mr Brahmadev 
Sharma, the book presents 
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^impses of fhe forcible opening up of 
the tribals world with so called 
development, and dieir response to 
it 

According to dte book close to a 
Rfth of India's over 70 million tribals 
have lost ttieir homes and hearts in 
the name of development and their 
very existence is threatened in the 
current climate of economic 
liberalisation. 

PERSONS 

Preston, Lewis 

EWIS Preston was the pr^ident of 
World Bank since 1991. He died 
on May 4,1995 at the age of 68. 

Mr Preston was responsible for 
making poverty alleviation as the over- 
arching goal of the Bank and redirected 
the Bank group lending towards 
human resources development. He was 
also instrumental in linking the World 
Bank lending to actual performance 
and implementation of projects. 

Mr Preston had graduated from 
Harvard in 1951. He also served in 
US Marine Corps and was the cap¬ 
tain of the US Olympic ice hockey 
team in 1948. 

Suu Kyi, Mrs Aung San 

RS Aung San Suu Kyi is the pro- 
democracy leader of Myanmar. 
She has been under house arrest for 
the past six years. Recently she has 
been award^ the coveted Jawahar 
Lai Nehru award for international 
understanding, 1993. She is the 29th 
recipient of die award. 

Mrs Suu Kyi was bom in 1945 to 
the famous hero of the Burmese 
freedom struggle for ind^endence, 
Gen Aung Saa Her modier, Mrs Daw 
Khin Kyi was Burma's Ambassador to 
India item 1960 to 1967. She is married 
to a ^tish national. Dr Mkhad Aris. 

PLACES 

Maharashtra: 35 years of existence 
AHARASHniA has completed 
35 years of progressive ^ist- 
ence. Over die years, itnas gradud^ 
as one of tKe most industrialised 
States in India, fulfilling the ainis pf 
those w^ laid down ttieir livesftkifs 
fbnnatfbn. 


In 1960, a unilingual State was 
carved out of the bilingual Bombay 
State as a result of a four-year bloody 
agitation led by the all pai^ Samyuk- 
ta Samiti. 

The bilingual State of Bombay, 
comprising present day Maharashtra 
. and Gujarat, was fonmd on November 
1,1956 on the recommendations of the 
Fazal Ali Commission report, with 
Bombay as its capital and Moraiji Desai 
as its Chief Minister. 

But, the Samiti, comprising stal¬ 
warts like N.G. Core, S.M }oslN and 
S.A. Dange, continued its demand fora 
separate State for Marathi speaking 
people. 

The Bombay province comprised 
of the Gujarati speaking regions of 
Saurashtra and Kutchh, Marathi- 
speaking region of Marathwada of the 
erstwhile Hyderabad State, Vidarbha 
region of the then Madhya Bharat State 
and the present-day western 
Maharashtra. 

In the reorganisation of States, in 
1956, the bilingual (Marathi-Kannada 
speaking) regions of Belgaum, Vijapur, 
Dharwad and the north Kannad district 
of the then Bombay province were 
merged with newly formed Mysore 
State (now Karnataka). Banaskantha 
Tehsil, bordering with Rajasthan was 
merged with that State. 

The Samyukta Maharashtra Samiti 
continued its agitation of an exclusive 
State comprising all Marathi-speaking 
areas and Bombay as the capital, finally 
leading to the formation of 
Maharashtra State on May 1,1960. 

The then Prime Minister, Pandit 
Jawahar Lai Nehru, inaugurated the 
State with Y.B. Chavan—the architect of 
modern Maharashtra—as its first Chief 
Minister. 

The State, which has a rich histori¬ 
cal and cultural heritage^ a stable and 
strong political base and an efiSdent 
government machinery, continues to 
occupy a prominent position in various 
fields. It is also progressive as regards 
social reforms and cosmopolitan char¬ 
acter. 

PROJECTS 

Indo-Gnlf pow«r project cleared 
minus guarantees 

HE Cabinet Committee on 
EconoAiic.Afteies (CCEA) has ap¬ 


proved the proposal of bido-^ii^^'^ 
Fertiliser and Chonical CoiporattOrt, . 
for setting up the Rosa Thermer^^ 
Power Station. The highlight of.thii' ^ ^ 
project is that it will not offer counter- ^ 
guarantees to the foreign col¬ 
laborators. ' 

Phase oneof tile project will have ; 
two units of 250 mw each in Uttar>,; 
Pradesh. Foreign equity holders will ' 
be Powergen of UK which will con¬ 
tribute Fte 201.82 crone, and Indo 
Bharat Rayon—an Indonesian com¬ 
pany—^which is contributing Rs 94.2 
crore. The Birla group also will hold a 
stake. The cost of the project will be 
about Rs 800 crore. 

SPACE RESEARCH 

India develops new rocket fuel 
system 

NGINEERS at tiie Indian Institute 
of Sdence (IISC), Bangalore, have 
developed a new rocket fuel system : 
that ignites instantly and may have a 
potential application in the futuristic 
hybrid rockets. 

Unlike conventicxial solid rock¬ 
ets, in which fuel and oxidiser form a 
single unit, h^rid rockets store solid 
fuel and liquid oxidiser in separate 
chambers. The eng^ fires instantly 
when oxidiser mixes with the fuel 
and stops on closing the oxidiser 
flow. 

Hybrid rockets are now recc^- 
nised as safer because no accidental 
explosions can take place. They are 
more economical systems for space 
launches and are widely expected to 
gain prominence in tiie current or the 
next decade. 

IISC scientists have conducted 
the first detailed study on several 
new fuel systems based on deriva¬ 
tives of the chemical hydrazine as 
solid fuel and fuming nitric Add or 
nitrogen tetraozide as the liquid 
oxidiser. 

In hybrid rockets, as the solid 
fuel is not mixed with tiie oxidiser, it 
can be transported easily, without, ' 
any need for a special license. 

The US is ihakif^ concerted ef¬ 
forts to build hylMrid rockets, spurred / 
botti by studies that list tiieir several 
advantages and tiie space shuttle 
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Challen^^r disaster in 1986, caused 
by failure of solid rocket booster 
engine. 

Rohini detects gamma ray blasts. 
HE Stretched Rohini Satellite 
Scries-C2 (Sross-C'2) Satellite, 
hurled into space by the fourth and 
final developmental Augmented 
Satellite Launch Vehicle (ASLV-D4) 
in 1995, has detected some interesting 
, gamma ray bursts dunng Its one year 
of successful operation. 

I.aunched on May 4,1995, the 113 
kg satellite has detected 12 gamma 
ray bursts with potential celestial 
origin and enei)^ range of 20 K to 
3,000 K. 

Clamma ray bursts are short lived 
explosions in space which produce 
an intense blast of gamma rays witih 
little or no radiation in other frequen¬ 
cy bands of ^cctro-magnetic 
spectrum Since their origin Is still 
unknown, these explosions remain 
the most baffling phenomena in 
astronomy 

Ten such bursts recorded by 
Sro8S-C2 have been confirmed by 
other satellites and thus testify their 
cosmic origin. 

Indian solar power station in space 
NDIAN scientists arc thinking of 
setting up a first-ever Solar Power 
Station (SPS) in the sjiace, to rid the 
nation of the never ending power 
cuts, once for all. 

The dream project, still on the 
drawing board, can mitigate the 
perennial shortage of energy because 
sunlight will be available to the sta¬ 
tion for almost 24 hours with the 
shadow period being less than 12 
minutes near midnight, when power 
demand is the least. 

A ground based system gets direct 
sunlight at the most for 12 hours. 
Moreover, the intmsity of sunlight in 
the ^ace will be much more as it does 
not have to pass through the earth's 
biosphere. 

India and the USA will be the 
primary partners in this venture, with 
otlwr world industries helping with 
collaborative technology development. 

The initial pbjective would'be 
designing and construction of high 


efficiency, heavy lift aerospace planes 
and construction of large 
space/ground based photovoltaic 
power stations. 

Satellite solar power station was 
first conceived in the USA but was 
not commercialised then, essoitially 
because of non-availability of heavy 
lift space cargo launch vehicles 
capable of low-cost launch opera¬ 
tions. 

In 1988, at the 38th conference of 
international astronautical federa¬ 
tion, India presented a new aerospace 
vehicle design concept for a heavy lift 
space launcher called 'hyperplane'. 

This design, in the last few years, 
had been closely reviewed by India 
and Russia and also several leading 
aerospace companies in the USA. 
Today, the hyporplane design has be¬ 
come a practical reality. 

SUMMIT 

World food summit to be held in 
19% 

world food summit will be held 
in Rome in November, 1996, 
when heads of State will renew their 
commitment and evolve a plan of ac¬ 
tion to eliminate hunger and mal¬ 
nutrition and take preventive 
measures against famine. 

The UN Food and Agnculture Or¬ 
ganisation (PAO) will organise the 
summit. The aim of fiie summit is to 
raise public awareness and promote 
political commitment at the highest 
level fur a global campaign to eradicate 
hunger and under-nutrition and pro¬ 
vide food security for all. It will f^s 
on the high risk of food crisis and 
famine and the need for early corrective 
measures. 

Heads of State and government 
will consider and adopt a policy docu¬ 
ment on food security and a plan for its 
implementation. Participating 
countries and their leaders ,yrill seek 
ways and means of fulfilling their com¬ 
mitment according to their respective 
possibilities. 

MISCELLANY 

Complete DNA sequence decoded 
CIENTISTS have decoded the 
complete genetk code of a foee , 





living organism fev the first time, un¬ 
veiling a DNAchain of over a million 
bases that makes up a life. 

The translation of foe entire se¬ 
quence of a chain of 1,830,121 DNA 
bases, the entire genetic data base of 
a bacterium known as Hemophilus In- 
fluenzae, was announced in 
Washington on May 24, 19^5. DNA 
bases are the chemical units of the 
genetic code. 

"This is really an incredible mo¬ 
ment in history". Dr Frederick R. 
Blattner of the University of Wiscon¬ 
sin said in an interview with The New 
York Times. "It demonstrates the 
ability to take foe whole sequence of 
an organism and work down from 
that to its genes, which is what 
geneticists have been dreaming of for 
a long time", he said. 

The work was led by Dr J. Craig 
Venter, who left the National In¬ 
stitutes of Health and its human 
genome project after a disagreement 
about the best method for decoding 
DNA and then completed his work 
with private money. 

Until now, geneticists have dis¬ 
covered genes by seeing what func¬ 
tion is impaired when a mutation, or 
change of bases is made in a 
bacterium's DNA. With the full 
catalogue genes in hand, they can 
start with a gate and search for its 
function. 

Full genome sequence will also 
open foe door to medical applica; 
ticHis like pinpeanting a bacterium's 
virulent genes by comparing its 
harmless and disease<auiring forms. 

The gene sequencing of hemophilus 
influenzae will have a major impact on 
the future of gate therapy. Eventualfy, 
scientists may be able to delete the dis¬ 
ease-causing gate in new-born babies. 
This will be Iwlpful in fandlies with a 
history of goietic disorders. 

The discovery will also help to 
understand why one Mrain of an or- 
ganism causes deadlj^ diseases, while 
close relatimt produces no syn^toins 
of foe disease at all. 

An on-going project at foe Indian 
Science Institute atBtmgalote, for se*, 
quencing mycobacterium tuber- 
culqais, may aifo gain front this, . , 
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Ebola—new deadly viras 

OZENS of experts converged on 
Kikwit, the quarantined dty of 
6 ,00,000, the epicentre of die zone in 
Zaire, infected by the mysterious 
Ebola virus. There is no vaccine or 
cure for Ebola, which kills 80 per cent 
of those who contract it, usually 
within days. Victims sutfer from 
violent diarrhoea and vomiting, and 
finally die with blood pouring from 
their eyes, ears and noses. 

Ebola virus has gripped Zaire 
and the attention of much of the 
world because it is so deadly. The 
virus was virtually unheard of until it 
broke out in 55 villages in Zaire in 
1976. 

The virus cannot spread like 
colds or influenza—by sneezing or 
coughing. It only spreads throu^ 
contact with blood or bodily fluids, 
and the spread can be contained with 
simple sanitary measures such as 
wearing gloves, and protective 
masks and clothing in hospitals. 

The virus was discovered in 1976 
by Dr Muyemba during outbreak in 
Yambuko, a small village near the 
Ebola river in Zaire. 

Japan richest nation for fourth year 
tAPAN has been declared the 
I world's "richest nation" for the 
fourth consecutive year, with its 
balance of net overseas assets at a 
record $ 688.9 billion. 

The balance of its net overseas 
assets—diose held by die Japanese 
government and businesses abroad 
minus thtir debts—^was up 128 per 
cent horn a year earlier. 

The news may well add fuel for 
other Group of Seven (G-7) in¬ 
dustrialised nations who call for ac¬ 
tion to trim Japan's ballooning trade 
surplus. * 

ACCORD frees tribab from 
bondage 

IVE neglected tribes in die Nil- 
who had for centuries suf¬ 
fered the agony of bcmdage, 
depression and social evils, have 
again found a pbce under Ae sun ' 
thanks to Acdm for Community Or¬ 
ganisation^ Rehabilitation and 


Development (ACCORDJ—a volun¬ 
tary organisation. 

It took ACCORD ten years of toil 
to bring about thb changeltsilendy, 
without intruding too much into 
their lives. And this pragmatic 
flexible approach worked 

ACCORD has been working 
among various tribes in lower Nif 

f iris, a region that was merged into 
^mil Nadu after the 1956 reorganisa¬ 
tion of States. 

The tribals—Paniyas, Bet- 
takurumbas, Kattunaickens, 
Motukurumbas and Irulas—^had 
been suffering for ages from 
bondage, slavery, land deprivation, 
bad health and alcoholism when 
'Accord' percolated down to their 
isolated world and helped them dis¬ 
cover the values of unity and or¬ 
ganisation. 

Education being a prime requisi¬ 
te 'Accord' sent teachers, trained by 
it, to the government special schools 
for the tribals which had not been 
e^tively functiomng before. 

In the health sector, tribal women 
were trained as nurses and bb assis¬ 
tants. An important milestone was 
the formation of Gudalur adivasi 
hospital, totally manned by the 
tribals. Mobile clinics were also set 
up to ensure that the health coverage 
reached even the far-ofl pbces. 

A model village in Maharashtra 
rvsWENTY years back Ralegaon Sid- 
X dhi was a non-descript vilbge 
with an acute water shortage, men 
spending their meagre earnings cyi 
liquor and cattle grazing on scanty 
green patches. 

Today it is a model for not only 
Maharashtra but the whole country, 
with enough water for drinking and 
irrigation, enough foodgrains, 
reasonably good horticulture and 
greenery all around. 

It has given a lead to other vil¬ 
lages in watershed development, soil 
conservation and afforestation, and 
all without any monetary help from 
the government or aity omer agency. 

The way has been ^pfo—cdn- 
serving and ntaking optimum um of 
rainwater and tiymg fo avoid sdl 



erosion. 

"Earlier ail rainwater used to be 
wasted by flowing down to the rivers 
and then to the oceans. We just tried 
to stop that", says social worker 
Kisan Baburao Hajare, tiie brain be¬ 
hind the transformation. 

And what started as a small step 
became a movenwnt witii the whole 
village rallying bdhind Hajare, better 
known as Annasaheb Hajare. And 
the bruits have reached all house¬ 
holds. 

The watershed is basically a 
geohydrological unit or an area witii 
point. The natural unit is evolved 
through the interaction of rain water 
with land mass and comprises arable 
and non-arable lands and forest 
areas. 

A(xording to estimates, in India 
only 20-30 per cent of the rain water 
is being utilised while the remaining 
70-80 per cent flows back to the 
ocean. 

Around Ralegaon, check dams 
were constructed in a row for stop¬ 
ping the flow of water. Afforestation 
went on side by side which reduced 
the level of soil erosion. If cattle were 
found grazing in the open, the 
owners were fined Rs 150. 

The efforts paid off dividends 
with the water table rising to 12-13 
metres. Greenery has grown all 
around. Today there ate over a.100 
wells in the village, including 14 
community wells tom where water 
is pumped out for irrigatimi. There 
are borewells for drinking water. 

Earlier only 72 acres were under 
irrigation. This area has now gmie up 
to 12,000 acres. 

There is a mushroom culture 
centre in tiie village which earns a lot 
of money. Fruits like mango, banana 
and oranges are also grown and sold 
outside the village. Normally no 
chemical fertilisers are used. 

Today the village of 300 femilies 
has a school run by a zilla parishad 
and another sdiool with an attached 
hostel by tiie maridal. Most of the 
small houses %vhich have come up 
have been constructed by the vil- 
lagetti themselves. 
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SPORTS 


GAMES 

Asiad 2002 at Pusan 
Pusan, a south Korean port city, 
has won the right to host die 2002 
Asian Games. South Korea had ear¬ 
lier hosted the Asian Games in 
1986. The 1998 Asian Games will 
be held at Bangkok. 

BADMINTON 

World Championship 

Men's singles Hde: Heryanto 
Arbi of Indonesia. 

Women's singles title: Ye 
Zhaoying of China. 

BILLIARDS 

Alpic Om Agrawal Memorial 
Tournament 

GEET Sethi defeated Devendra 
joshi to win tiie title and cash prize 
of Rs 40,000. 

BOXING 

World Anuiteur championship 

Cuban boxers failed to match the 
total of eight golds won at the last 
world championship in Finland, 
but remained the dominant force. 
They topped the medals tally with 
4 gold, 2 silver and 3 bronze 
medals. Russia was second widi 2 
gold, 1 silver and 0 bronze. 

Three Indians get world rank¬ 
ing: Three Indian boxers figure 
among the top tai In their respec¬ 
tive weight categories, as per tiie 
latest rankings. These are: Raj 
Kumar Sangwan (4th in 91 kg plus 
category), Birju Shah (lOtii in 48 
kg category) and Venkatesh 
Devarajan (10th in 57 kg 
category), 

CRICKET 

World Cup, 1996 

ITC will sponsor the 1996 Cricket 
World Cup for a fee of Rs 35 croie. 
The tournament will be called 
"Wills World Cnp, .1996" and will 
be held from Fmuary 11 to March 
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17, 1996. The two semi-finals will 
be held at Calcutta and Mohali in 
India while the final is expected 
to be held in Lahore, Pakistan. Sri 
Lanka will host few preliminary 
matches. 

FOOTBALL 

Dr B.C. Roy Trophy 

Bengal beat Punjab 2-0 in the 
final of the National Junior Football 
TVophy to regain the Dr B.C. Roy 
Trophy after three years. 

Alttkkas Nagjee Trophy 

JCT Phagwara defeated Dempo 
Sports Club, 2-1, to regain the 
trophy. 

Federation Cup 

JCT defeated East Bengal 7-6 in 
sudden death for their maiden tri¬ 
umph in the Federation Cup tour¬ 
nament, held at Calcutta. 

European Cup 

AJAY Amsterdam defeated AC 
Milan, 1-0, to win the champion¬ 
ship for the first time in 22 
years.' 

HOCKEY 

Four-Nation Tournament 

India finished a poor third in 
the tournament which was held 
at Plurth, Germany. The other 
participating teams were Ger¬ 
many, South Korea and South 
Africa. 

SNOOKER 

Alpic Om Agrawal Mofmorial 

Tournament 

Sonic Multanl beat SO'frmg Shroff 
6-3 to win the tournament and cash 
prize of Rs 40,000. 

SWIMMING 

South Asian $wimming and 
Diving Competition 

India once again reigned stmieme 
in the chanqiimshipSeld at l^ka^ 
Bangladesh. The toumament was ' 


a personal triumph for Abhijit, the 
16-year-old school student fr'om 
Karnataka, who took three gold 
medals in individual events—the 
highest by any swimmer in this 
cl^mpionship. 

40th National School 
Championships 

West Bengal emerged as overall 
champions in the championship 
held at Calcutta. 

TABLE JENNIS 

World Championship 

Men's singles title: Kong Lin- 
ghui of China. 

Women's singles title: Der^ 
Yaping of Chma. 

Men's team title: China. 
Women's team title: China. 
The championship was held at 
Tianjin, China. 

TENNIS 

Italian Open, 1995 

Men's singles title: Thomas 
Muster beat Seigi Bruguera to win 
the title. 

Women's singles title: Conchita 
Martinez overwhelmed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario to win her thfrd 
consecutive Italian open tide. 
World Team Cup 

Sweden defeated Croatia to win 
the world team cup for the tiiird 
time. 

Nations Cup 

India won the men's tide as well 
as the women's tiide. The tourna¬ 
ment was held at Dtd>aL 

German Open, 1995 

Andrei Medvede^ defeated Goran 
Invanisevic for his second German 
open tide in a row. 

Gulf 0il hn'dian Open 'Oudlenger 
Toumameid 

Byron ^adc td j^^bwe.beat 
Leander . of India to whi die 
tidef. * 


OBJECTIVE-TYPE QUESTIONS 


Quantitative Aptitude- 


1*10. Find the value of (?). 

2 ni+l gm+H+2 gn 

6 "*. .IS" 


(«) 5 (&) I (c) 25 

fe) None of these 

^ 2 . 2 ^%( 2 V =? 

(«) 8 (f») I (c) 16 

/(c) None of these 
3. Ifa = 5 + 2V6^, thena^ + -~ = ? 


(d) 36 


(fl) 2{W6 ( 6 ) 98 (c) 49 . (d) 120 

(e) None of these 

4. If (x - 4)’ + (x - 9)® + (x - 8 )^ = 3 (x - 4) (x - 9) 
(x - 8 ), then x = ? 

(a) 4 ( 6 ) 9 (c) 8 (d) 7 

(c) None of these 


g 1 6.4 X 16.4 X 16.4 - 6.4 x 6.4 x 6.4 
16,4x16.4 + 16.4x6.4 + 6.4x6.4 


(d) 12.8 


(a) 1 (b) 22.8 (c)u4 

(e) None of these 

6 (35.3 + 24.5)^ + (35.3 - 24.5)^ , 

(35.3)^+ (24.5)2 

(a) 2 (i>) 59.8 ^ (c) 10.8 (d) 68 

(c) None of these 
- .00125x1.4 - 
.00875 “ 

(a) .2 ( 6 ) .02 (c) 2 

(c) None of these 
8 . 3.8 + 2.008 + 5.101 + 28.3214 = ? 

(a) 40.3204 (b) 39.^04 (c) 38.4304 

(d) 41.2304 (c) NoMoftljese 


(d) .002 


V 28.9 ^ Y .0003 


(a) loJI (b) 17|| (c) 15|| 

(e) None of these 

(a) 1.368 (ft) 0.268 (c) 1.732 


(<0 17 


(c) None of these 

* 11. Two numbers when divided by a certain divisor 
leave remainders 137 and 384. When tKe sum of the num> 
bers be divided by the same divisor, tlje lemaioder is 302. 
What islhe divisor? > 

(a) 291 (ft) 192 (c) 219 (d) 129 

(e) None of these 

12. Find the greatest number dial will divide 398,436 
and 542 leaving 7,11 and 15 as remainders. 

(a) 34 (ft) 44 (c) 28 (d) 17 

(c) None of these 

13. Find the number of largest possible square tiles 
which can be used in paving the floor 425 cm long, 391 cm 
broad. 

(a) 575 (ft) 435 (c) 365 (d) 495 

(e) None of these 

V 14. Sum of two numbers is 670 and theirG.C.M.is67. 
How many such pairs of numbers are possible? ’* 

2 (ft) 3 (c) 4 (d) 1 

(c) None of these 

•15. A worker was employed on daily wages for a 
certain number of days for Ks 322.50 (total wages). On 
being absent for som-: days, he was paid only Rs 236.50. 
What was his daily wages? 

(a) Rs 10.70 (ft) Rs 21.50 (c) Rs 13.75 

(d) Rs 15.95 

16. TWo numbers are in the ratio of 2 : 3. If 7 be 
subtracted from each, they are in die ratio of 3: 8 . Find the 
second no. 

^a) 15 (ft) 39 (c) 54 (c) 51 

17. A garrison of 750 men has provisions for 28 
weeks. If at the end of 4 weeks, they are reinforced by 450 
men, how long will the provisions last? 

(a) 10 (c) 14 (d) 12 

18. What is ratio whose terms differ by 40 and wh(»e 
_ 2 , 


measure is =? 
^ • 


^,.^16:56 
(d) None of these 


(ft) 23 :63 


(c) 15:55 


• 19. A ^here and a cube have the same surface. Find 
the ratio of their volumes. 

(a) V 6 :>/n (ft) V 2 :Vn (c) (d) 1:^ 

20. The material of a cone is converted into the shajpe 
of a cylinder of equal radius. If the height of the cylinder 
is 6 cm, what is the height of the cone? 

(a) 15 cm B'^lScpi (c) 10 cm , (d) 24 cm 

21 . If a commission of 10 % is given on a marked 
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price, the gain is 50%. What shall be the percentage of 
gain, if the commission is increased to 25%^ 

25% (b) 30% (c) 15%. (d) 20% 

22. If a man's wages are increased by 20% and after¬ 
wards decreased by 20%, find ^e change in his wages. 

(a) 2% decrease (h) 4% decrea.<;e 

(c) 2% increase (d) 4% increase 

23. A train running at the rate of 45 km/hr meets a 
person walking along me same line m the opposite dircc- 

tion at tf\e rate of 3 km/hr and passes him m 3 ^ secs. Find 

ttie length of the train. . 

(a) 50 m (f») 46 m 45 m (d) 39 m 
p 24. A man and a woman working together can do a 
certain piece of work in 33 days. Their efficiency of doing 
work is 14 :11. How many days will the woman take if 
engaged alone? 

Ja) 75 (b) 42 (■') 39 (d) 52 

25. What is the lengOi of the greatest rod that can be 
placed in a hall 20 m long, 16 m broad and 12 m high? 

(a) 15 m j(b) 28.2 m (c) 30 m (d) 195 m 

26. A man has Rs 11160 after paying 7% income tax 
Calculate his total income. 

(a) Rs 12000 ({i)Rs 12450 (c)Rs 13325 (d) Rs 14000 
^ 27. For what sum goods worth Rs 5400 be insured at 
10 % so that in the case of loss, the owner may get the 
premium as well as the value of the goods? 

(a) Rs5800 (b) Rs6000 (c) Rs7200 (d) Rs6280 
* 28. Find the sum on which a man gets Rs 63.05 as C.I. 
for 3 years at 5% p.d. compounded annually. 

(a) Rs400 (b) Rs350 (c) Rs420 (d) Rs480 

29. In a group of children, each child gives a gift to 
every other. If the number of gifts is 132, find the number 
of children. 

(a) 10 (b) 12 (c) 15 (d) 14 

% 30. A person goes a distance of 30 km on his bicycle. 
The number of hours taken by him is one less than his 
average speed in km/hr. Find the time taken to complete 
the journey. 


y/a) 5hrs (b) 4^hrs (c) 3hrs (d) 6hrs 

31. A two-digit number is such that the product of its 
digits is 8. When 63 is subtracted from the number, the 
digits i^rchange their places. Find the number. 

, 81 (b) 92 (c) 42 id) 82 

s ^2. The denominator of a fraction is four more than 
the numerator. 'The sum of the fractiem and its reciprocal 

is 2||. Find the fraction. 

(«) I (b) I n/) I (d) I 

36 years hence, the age of a man will be square of 
what he was 36 years ago. ¥hid hjs present age. 

(a) 54 yrs (M' 45 yrs (c) '49 yrs 


(c) 3hrs (d) 6hrs 


19 O. 

digits i^r 

, (/si 
sHt2. Th 


(d) 56 yrs 

34. The sale price of an article including sales tax is 
Rs 616 The rate of sales tax is 10%. If the shopkeeper has, 
made a profit 12%, find the cost price. 

(a) Rs500 (b) Rs.450 (c) Rs600 (d) Rs550 

* 35. How many coins 1 75 cm in diameter and .2 

cm thick must be melted to form a rectangular solid 
11 cm y 10 cm X 7 cm? , 

(a) 1500 1600 (c) 1550 (d) 1400 

» 36. Water is flowing at the rate of3 km/hr through a 
circular pipe of 20 cm internal diameter into a circular 
cistern of diameter 10 m and depth 2 m. In how much time 
will the cistern be filled? 

(a) 120 minutes (b) 150 minutes 

(c) 125 minutes v(d) 100 minutes 

37. A sum of Rs 1000 at interest compounded annual¬ 
ly amounts to Rs 1.331 in three years Find the rate of 
interest. 

(a) 8% (b) 10% (c) 12% (d) 7% 

• 38 Each edge of a cube is increased by .50'X) Find the 
percentage increase in surface area. 

(a) 120% (b) 129% (r) 140% */d) 125% 

39. What IS the number whose eleventh part multi¬ 
plied by its fifth part gives 2695? 

(a) 385 (b) 425 (c) 515 (d) 375 

40. A lady has only 10 p and 25 p coins in her purse. 

If in all, she has 60 coins totalling Rs 8.25, how many 25 p 
coins are in the purse? 

(a) 15 (b) 45 (c) 25 (d) 35 

41-45. Study the following graph carefully and 
answer the following questions. 



^45 yrs 


1941 1951 1961 1971 


41. The Rfir cent increase in pmuiation ftom 1971 to 
1981 is; 

(a) 24.8% (b) 20% (c) 16.7% (d) 22.9% 

(c) None of these 

42. During which year, the per c8ht increase in 
population is highest as compared to the previous year? 

(a) 1951 (b) 1961 (c) 1971 (d) 1981 

(e) None of these 

43. During which year the per cent increase in i 

population is least as compared to me previous year? | 

(a) 1961 (b) 1951 (c) 1971 (d) 1981 I 
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(«) None of these 

44. The average increase (per year) from 1931 to 1981 
is: 

(a) 8.1 (b) 7.6 (c) 8.9 (d) 6.7 

(e) None of these 

45. The population in 1981 was how many times the 
population in 1931: 

(a) 3.1 (b) 2.45 (c) 4.2 (d) 2.1 

(e) None of these 

46. «50. Study the following table carefully and 
answer the questions based on it. 


Premier Sales Corporation 


Year 

Total turn¬ 
over (in 
lakhs of 
Rs.) 

Gross 

Profit 

Net Profit 

1980 

351.6 

1555 

54.2 

1981 

407.9 

134 3 

42 6 

1982 

380.1 

149 9 

389 

1983 

439.7 

160 = 

503 

1984 

485.9 

203 3 

658 


46. In which year the difference between the total 
turnover and Ihe ^x>ss proht is the least? 

(o) 1981 (&) 1982 (c) 1984 (d) 1983 

(e) Noneofftese 

47. The total turnover in 1983 is approximately what 
per cent of the total turnover in 1980? 

(a) 75 ( 6 ) 125 (c) 110 (d) 85 

48. Which of the years show(s) increase in all 
categories simultoneously te, total turnover, gross profit 
and net profit as compared to the previous year(s)? 

(a) 1983 and 1984 both {b) 1984 and 1982 both 

(c) 1982 and 1983 both (d) 1983 only 

49. The net profit in 1981 is approximately what per 
cent of total turnover in 1983? 

(a) 9.7 ( 6 ) 8 (c) 65 (d) 7 

The per cent increase in the gross profit was the 
largest in which year as congNired to file previous one? 

(a) 1981 (b) 1984 .(c) 1983 (d) 1982 


ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 


1. (a) 2 (a) 3. (b) 

4. (d) Ifa^-f b^-f (r>E3e4}cthenaH-b + cmustbezero 
x-4 + x-9 + x-8*0 .•.x»7 


(,) ♦grtf .2 


7. (a) 8. (b) 9. (a) 10. (<•) 

11 . (c) n + rz - ri«leqd divisor 

12 . (d) 

13 (a) Side of square tile-HCF of 425 and 39] 

, , Area of floor 

No of tiles s — -mrr 

Area of 1 me 

14. (a) 

15 (b) Daily wages = H.C.F. of 322.50 and 236 50 
16. (a) 17 (b) 18. (a) 19. (a) 20 (b) 

21. (a) LettheM.PbeRsl00 

Commission = 10% 

.-. SP-Rs90 Gam = 50% 

90x100 _ 

C P =-Ten — = Rs 60 

In 2nd case, commission = 25% .•. S P = Rs 75 
..Gain = 75 - 60 = Rsl5 Gain% = x 100 = 25 

22. (b) I.et the onginal wages be Rs 100 

120 80 

Then wages in Ilnd case = 100 x x ^ = Rs 96 

.•. Reqd change = 100 - 96 = 4 decrease 
4% decrease 

23 (c) As the tram is going in opposite direction 

.•. It passes the man at the speed of 45 + 3 = 48 
km/hr 

27 5 

Length of the tram-- x48x~-45m 

o lo 

24 (a) 25 (b) d^VTTtJTi? 

26. (a) Total income = 11160 x ”7 = Rs 12000 

27 (b) 28 (a) 29 (b) 30 (a) 31 (a) 

32. (c) ' 33. (b) 

34. (a) Lei the S P. be Rs X 
10 


x + xxj^ = 616 

inn 

CP. = 560x-j-^ = Rs500 


x = 560 


35. (b) 

36. (d) Vol of water flowing in one hr 

= n(~)^x3xl000cu. m. 

Vol. of cylinder = x (5)^ x 2 

_ . .. xx25 x 2 10000 5. 

teqd tune =——= 5 h« = 100 m 


37. (i) A = P(1 11 ^)" 1331.1000(1 


38. (d) 39. (a) 40. (a) 41. (a) 

42. (d) 43. (b) 44. (a) 45. ( 6 ) 

46. (c) 47. (b) 48. (a) 49. (a) 

SO. (b) 


JULVaS COMPETinON MASTER IMS 




OBJECTIVE’TYPE QUESTIONS 


GENERAL AWARENESS 


9 

Staff Selection Commission Assistants (Prelim) Exam, 23rd April, 1995 


Wt an ^taUful /o ‘>anslin Mnml kantt Da'^ of PO 
Tnbent (IV B j ami Biyimanian Aiharya of( ultai k foi sf nJm^ 
tke^e quiMions 

1 Indian National Congresh held its first session at 
(d) Cakutta (h) Madras 

Bombay (d) Poona 

t 2 Name the scholar who Msiud Indn along with 
Mahmud Cihazni 


, 10 The mam river in Sikkim IS 

(d) Jaldhaka (h) Manas 

Tista (d) Torsa 

11 Which oni ot the lollowing places is associated 
w ith rarth Summit ’ 

(d) (■(•niVii (h) Stockholm 

(i ) Rio di fanciro (d) Buenos Vin*s 

» 12 The famous Vale ot Kashmir refers to 


(a) Ibn-Batutah Al lk‘iuni 

AM irdausi (d) Al Ra/i 

T 'Vande Mataram" was first published in 
(d) Kesari' (b) (iiLmiali 

(t) Tlarijan' (d) Anandmath 

* 4 TIu‘ Rathas at Mahabaiipuram are 

(d) Square or tect ingular 
Jfi) Monolithic structures 

(c) hight in number 

(d) All the above 

• "s Which one of the follow ing is the earliest s< hixil 
of Indian philosophy’ 

^a) Samkhya (b) Yoga 

(c) Vdisesika (d) Karma mimansa 

4 6 Who were the first to establish trade links with 
India’ 

(d) Inglish {b) Portuguese 

vfc) Dutch (d) Fremh 

7 The boundary between India and Pakistan w as 
demarcated by 


(d) \ longitudinal \ alky in the I limalayas 
{h) Occupv ing in inticline on the back of a nappe 
(t) \ \dlie\ w hich had been a lake till the Pleis 
tixcm 


^d) All Ihi above 
♦ n Match the following 


fnir\fi/ 

(P) Kinetic 

(Q) F leaf 

(R) Ridiant 

(S) I lectrical 

r 


Opt rating 

(1) Rivci wind wave, 
giavitatiun 

(2) I lot spring volcano 
(T) Aurora lightning 
(4) Solar insolation 

y R S 


W) 

(h) 

U) 

id) 


2 

1 

2 

T 


T 

4 

4 

2 


4 

T 

T 

1 


* 14 Which one of the follow ing canals is not used for 
irrigation’ 


(a) Upper Ganga Canal 

(b) Indiia Ciandhi Canal 


(d) I ord Mountbatten 
Sir Cyril Radcliffe 
(() Sir Stafford Cnpps 
(d) Pathic 1 aw rence 

^ 8 loams are formed where the soils have equal 
proportion of 

(<i) silt and clay 

(b) clay and sand 

(c) sand and Slit 
sand, silt and clay 

• 9 Anobserveratapointontheearthwhereonly the 
penumbra region of moon s shadow will move past, will 
observe a 

«/(a) partial solar eclipse 

(b) partial lunar eclipse 

(c) total solar eclipse 

(d) total lunar eclipse 


U.) Weste 1 n Yamuna Canal 
’^d) Buckingham Canal 

• I'i Which forest belt suppliiw most of the world's 
requirement of new sprint’ 

(a) tropical Deciduous 

(b) Tropical Evergreen 
s^t) Coniferous 

(d) Mediterranean 

4 16 The lines joining the places of equal labour and 
transportation costs arc known as ^ 

(a) tsotims »(b) isochrones 

(t) isohypsos (d) isodapanes 

17 In India, "budgetary defiat" of the Government 
of India (GOl) is defined as 

(a) net increase in GOI treasury bills and 
withdrawals from cash balances 

(b) net addition to total liabilibes of the GOI 
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(c) net increase in RBI credit to GOl 
*(d) excess of revenue expenditure over revenue 
receipts of GOl 

I 18 Asubscnber to the new issues expecting to sell his 
allotment of securities at a profit when trading in them 
begins IS called a 

«<a) Bull {b) Bear 

(c) Stag (d) Cow 

**19 Rupee conveitibility aims at 

(a) increasing the expoi I 
{b) reducing buieaucratic control 
(c) decreasing incentiv e tor Ilavala market 
v<d) all of the above 

a 20 The country where doatli rate is lowest in the 
world IS 

{<i)^Kuwait 
^ Japan 

(c) United States ot America 
((/) C anada 

21 'I oreign aid' to India donolc»s inflow of resoiiices 
from abroad in the form of 

(a) cK>dit extended b} supplicis 
{b) NRI deposits 

(t) grants and grant compont nl of lo.ips 
^d) grants and loans 

22 The exchange value ot the lupee is determin'd 
with reference to 

the US dollar 
(If) the British pound 
(() a basket of selcx ted curtencies 

(d) none of the above 

23 Undei perfect compehtion and short lun a firm 
would continue to produce provided 

{a) it IS able to recover its fixed costs 
< {h) It is able to recovei its variable costs 

(c) Its loss does not exceed a specihed amount 

(d) It IS able to lecov er its total cost 
I 24 A Free Port is one which 

{a) allows duty free imports 

(b) does not have customs checking 
Jpi hasfreecntry of re-expoi table gotxis 

(d) has free entry of imports from specific'd 
countries 

25 Currency notes of RBI must be backed by not less 
than a specified 

(a) percentage ohnote issue in the form of gold 
and foreign secunbes 

, (b) percentage of note issue in the form of 
government secunbes 

(c) amount of gold and foreign secunbes 

(d) amount of government securities 

0 26 Jammu and Kashmir State adopted its separate 
Constatubon on 

(a) 26 January 1950 

(b) 15 August 1952 


(c) 26 November 1957 
iJld) 26 January 1957 

* 27 What is the duiation of zero hour in the Lok 

Sabha’ | 

(a) 15 minutes 

(b) Half an hour 
(i) One hour 

Not specified 

* 28 Who was made the Homo Minister when 
Jawaharlal Nehru formed the Interim Government In 
1916 ’ 

{a) Mevhd Alijinnah 
(bj Baldev Singh 

(c) Liaqat All Khan t 

/(d) SardarPatel 

29 "Revenue receipts" of the Government ol India 
do not include 

(fl) Interest 

(b) Profits and Div idends 
(f) Recovei les of Loans 
•wfrf) Rent from Property 

10 Whic h 01 the fcvllowing is not an organ of U N O ’ 
Internabonal labour Organisation 
(b) International C ourt of Justice 
(t) Security Council 

I conomic and Social C ouncti 

31 lor amendment of the elc'ction prexedure of the 
PiesidcMit ot India or his piiwers, the requirement is 

(<ij the Parliament passes the bill with 2/3rd8 
ma|oi ity 

(/') no amendment is |ussed when a person holds 
the off III 

, (() besides pass.igc ot the bill in Parliament by 
the requm'd majority, the legislatures of at 
least halt of the State's must ratify it 

(d) hvo-fhirds majority in the Rajya Sabha is 
ni*iessary 

32 Lqual pay toi equal work for both men and 
w omen has bivn laid clou n in the Indian Constitution as 
one of the 

(<?) Fundamental Rights 
(I I I undamcntal Duties 
(i) t»uidelines in the Preamble 

Diu'ctiv e Pnnciples of State Policy 

33 A member of either House of Parliament will be 
disqualified from being a member it 

(<i) expelled by the party on whose ticket he was 
electc'd 

(b) the pai ty on whose ticket he was elected mer¬ 
ges with another political party 

(c) after nomination he docs not join any polihcal 
party within a period of six months 

W) he has voluntarily given o membership of 
the paity on whose ticket he was elected 

34 In which Schedule of the Consbtubon are the 
land reforms laws included’ 
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(a) Seventh (b) Pightfi 

,(c) Ninth (d) Tenth 

3S Which one of the following is a State subject in¬ 
cluded in the State [ ist only? 

(a) Education (b) Fisheries 

(t) Forests (rf) Railways 

% The name of a landidate for the office of President 
of India may be proposed by 

(fl) anv five iiti/ens of India 
, {b) any one member of the Electoral College 

(c) any five members of the Parliament 

(d) any ten members of the blectoral College 

37 Consider the following statements 

1 For altering die boundaries of the States, the 
C onstituhon needs to be amended 

2 The above amendment must be ratified by 
mure than half of all the States of India 

(a) Both the statements are wrong 

(b) Statement 1 is wrong but 2 is correct 
(t) Statement 2 is wrong but 1 is correct 

»(tf) Both the statements are correct 

38 In which of the following matters, the Rajya 
£>abha has co-equal powers with the I ok Sabha? 

{a) Power to initiate the Budget 

(b) Power to pass the Fmance Bill 
(f) Power to adopt motion of no-conftdence 
against the government 
,{d) Power to amend the Constitution 

39 Vulcanisation is a 

.(a) pruccA for hardening of rubber by heating it 
with sulphur 

(b) science of studying volcanoes 

(c) process connected with the making of voltaic 
cells 

(d) method to degrade polymers 

40 Sun's energy is produced by 
Jfl) nuclear fission 

^ib) nuclear fusion 
(r) burning of gases 
(d) none of the above 

41 All the ecosystems taken together m a geographi¬ 
cal area form a bigger unit called 

(a) community 

(b) territory 
/c) biome 

^(<0 bio«^here 

42 Which of the following is false? 

(a) The genehc informahon machinery is similar 
m bactena and man 

»({i) AU organisms are related through ancestry 

(c) Diverse kinds of organisms are evdved at 
vanous penods of time, hence their basic life 
processes are different 

(d) Microbes, plants and animab appear so dis- 
tmet bom one another that they cannot have 


similanties in patterns of reproduction 

43 Who was the Pnme Muuster of England at the 
tune of grant of mdependence to India? 

(a) Neville Chamberbm 

(b) Winston Churchill 
. (c) Clement Attlee 

(d) Lord Home 

44 Who was the head of die committee formed by 
the government to enquire into the Jallianwallah Ba^ 
massacre? 

(a) O Dyer 

(b) General Dyer 

(c) John Simon 
» (d) Hunter 

45 Which of the following movements truly 
reflected the spirit of Htndu-Muslim umty? 

(a) Swadeshi Movement 

(b) Civil Disobedience Movement 
(t) Quit India Movemoit 

r-^d) I^ilafat Movement 

46 Who was the Congress President when India be¬ 
came free? 

J fl) Mahatma Gandhi 
b) Jawaharlal Nehru 
(f) Sardar Patel 

(d) J B Knpalani 

47 The Simon Commission visited India to 
(a) see the important historical places 
(b) discuss the demand for the formation of 
Pakistan 

^ (c) enquire into the progress of responsible 
government in India 
(d) None of the above 
48 The present Prune Mmister of Nepal is 
*(a) G P Kouala 
•<b) Manmohan Adhikan 

(c) Pawan Kumar Chamling 

(d) None of die above three 
49 What did Gandhiji do to practise the ideab of 
truffi and non-violence m 1916? 

j^) Hejouied the Indian National Congress 
n^b) He founded Sabarmati Ashram near Ah- 
medabad 

(c) He founded the Gujarat Vidyapeedi 

(d) He started an all-India Satyagraha 
50 In the Hiroshima Asian Gaines held m Octcdier 
1994 Hie countries which secured the ffist and second 
positions m wmnmg Hie maximum number of Gold 
Medals were * 

First Position Second Positwn 

fol SouHi Korea Japan 

■^) China South Korea 

Uf Chirm »Jn>an 

^d) SouHi Korea Cnina 

51 At present how many SAARC counbnes have 
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woman Prime Ministers? 

(a) One 
, ^ Two 
^ \) Three 
*\d) None 

52. Where is the Sankosh Power Project being set up’ 

(a) Nepal 
Bhutan 
(c) Sikkim 

(</) Arunachal Pradesh 

53 Who among the following is not a joint recipient 
of die 1994 Nobel Prize for Peace’ 

(a) Yasser Arafat * 

(b) Yitzhak Rabin' 

(c) Shimon Peres 
^ (d) King Hussein 

54 India is not a member of 

(a) NAM 

(b) SAARC 

(c) G-7 

(d) G-15 

55. The Grammy Award 1994 m the Woild Music 
category was won by 

(a) Pandit Vishnu Mohan Bhat 

(b) Pandit Ravi Shankar 

(c) ilayaraja 

(d) Ustad Bismillah Khan 

56. Who is the recipient of Jnanpith Award for 1994’ 
^ tl R. Ananthamurthy 

*yt) SitakantMahapatra 

(c) Harbhajan Singh 

(d) Dharmvir Bharti 

57. The fragmented remains of Comet Shoemaker- 
Levy 9 hit the outer surface of which planet’ 

Jupiter 
■‘“''(li) Venus 

(c) Mars 

(d) Mercury 

58. Casablanca, where the seventh Summit of the 
Organisation of Islamic Conference was held m December 
1994, is in: 

(a) Algeria 

(b) Turkey 

(c) Saudi Arabia 

(d) Morocco 

59. 'The territorial lurisdiction over Kurile Islands has 
been a long standing dispute between: 

(a) Japan and China 
jib) Japan and Russia 

(c) China and Vietnam ' 

(d) China and RiiKppines 

60. The Presidential reference of die Ayodhya issue to 
the Supreme Court for opinion was made under. 

J/i) Article 143 (1) 


(b) Article 138(1) 

(c) Article 138 (2) 

(d) None of the above 

61. Who among the following is a recipient of the 
Indira Gandhi Awafo for National integration? 
ArunaAsaf Ali 

(b) Sunderlal Bahuguna 

(c) Ashok Kumar 

(d) MG.KMenon 

62 Most of the 1994 Oscar Awards were bagged by 
the him 

(a) Jurassic Park 
Schindler's List 

(c) The Piano 

(d) My Concubine 

Expected Questions 

63 A Debentute is an instrument which the issuer 
(Company) undertakes the obligaticvi to repay the face 
value of debenture to its holder at the end of: 

(a) (me year 
(fe) two years 

(c) three years 

^d) a pre-determmed period 

64 Gyan Prakash Committee is the one-man com¬ 
mittee to IcKik into the 

j(«) sugar muddle 

(b) .shares muddle by M.S. Shoes Ltd 

(c) Rajiv murder enquiry 

(d) None of these 

65. Under the Prime Minister's Rozgar Yojna 
(PMRY), launched in October, 1993, how many micro 
enterprises arc proposed to be set up during the eighdi 
plan perirxl’ 

(a) five lakh 

(b) SIX lakh 
x(c) seven lakh 

(d) ten lakh 

66 . Nayak Committee was set up to look into the 
need for better credit flow and other fiscal incentives to 
the* 

o^) small-scale industrial sector 

(b) laqge-scale industrial sector 

(c) backward classes sector 

(d) N.R.I.S wishing to establish industry in India 

67. The controversial film "Oh Darling, Yeh Hai 
India", a satirical comedy, has been made b)f: 

(a) B.C. Chopra 
((k) Ketan Mehta 

(c) MaheshBhatt 

(d) Shdehar Kapoor 

68 . India's largest floating dry dock has been c(m- 

structed at: ' 

(a) C(x:hin 
(jb) Kandia 
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•^c) Marmagoa 
(d) NhavaSheva 

69. The 227 year-old "Nawab Sahcb Ki Haveli" is 
situated in: 

Jft) Jaipur 

(b) Hyderabad 

(c) Delhi 
/' id) Agra 

VvO. The 8th SAARC summit held in New Delhi on 
May 2-4,1995, has designated the year 1995, as the year 
for: 


M mutual cooperation 
\^b) poverty eradication 


v<ffr) poverty eradication 

(c) decentralised agricultural development 

(d) small-scale labour-intensive industrialisation 
71. Red, yellow, and blue are known as: 

J^a) primaiy pigments 
( 6 ) primary colours 

(c) complementary colours 

(d) secondary colours 

72 A defect in lens due to the dispersion of light is 
called: 

(a) myopia 

(h) astigmatism 

(c) spherical aberration , - 

J/i) chromatic aberration 

73. Rutherford is flie saentist noted for. 

(fl) the discovery of isotopes 

(b) the invention of the cyclotron 

(c) the invention of the synchrotron 
j/i) the first man-made transmutations 

74. Sound waves above 20,000 cps. are called: 

(ft) supersonic 

(b) overtones 

(c) infrasonic 
Jd) ultrasonic 

75. As a metal rod increases in length due to heating 
its diameter: 

J^d) increases 
( 6 ) decreases 
(c) remains the same 

76. A rubber baUoon is blown up with carbon dioxide 
which is almost 1.5 times as dense as air. As the balloon 
expands the buoyant force of ttie air outside the balloon: 

(a) decreases 

(b) remains the same 
j(c) increases 

77. On a clear, c^lm day, as the temperature 
decreases, the relative humidity: 

increases 
(b) decreases 
^ remains the same 

78. Emrgy is meakviied in the same units as: 
^ywork 
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(b) power 

(c) momentum. 

(d) inertia. 

79. A photographer, using a focussing camera, has 
just taken a picture of a distant object To take a picture of 
a near object, he should: 

move the lens toward the film 
move the lens away from the filnj 

(c) leave the lens where it is 

80. The purpose of a filament in a radio tube is to: 

(a) emit heat 

(b) emit light 
emit electrons 

(d) absorb light 


_ ANSWERS _ 

1 (c) in 1885 (28th December) under the Presidentship ; 

of W.C. Bonnerji. i 

2- ^ I 

3. (d) a novel written by Bankim Chander Chatteijee i 

4. (ii) These are five in number ! 

5. (a) 6 . (c) 7. (b) 8 . (d) | 

9. (a) 10. (c) 11. (c) 12. id) I 

13. (c) I 

14. (d) Kommur Canal, also called Buckingham Canal, is 

in eastern Andhra Pradesh and north-eastern 
Tamil Nadu. It was constructed between 1806 and 
1882 along the backwaters of Coromandel coast 
which extends from Cape Comorin northward to 
the Krishna-Godavari deltas. It is used as a route 
for transporting bulk commodities to Madras. 

15. (c) 16. (b) 17. (d) 18. (a) 

19. (d) 20 (b) 21. (d) 22 (a) 

23. (b) 24. (c) 25. (b) 

26. (d) P. 249, Introduction to die Constitution of India, 

14di Edition by Durga Das Basu. 

27. (d) 28. (d) 29 (d) 

30. (a) It is an Inter-Governmental A^ncy of the U.^. 

31. (c) Page 148, Introduction to the Constitution of India 

by D D. Basu, 14th Edition. 

32. (d) 

33. (d) P 115. General Knowledge Refresher by O.P. 

Khanna. 

34. (c) 35. (a) 36. (b) 37. (d) 

38. (d) 39. (a) 40. (b) 41. (d) 

42. (b) 43. (c) 

44. (<0 History of Freedom Movement in India by Tkra 

Chanel, Vot'. 3, page 482-83. 

45. (d) 46. (b) 47. (c) 48. (b) 

49. (a) 50. (b) 

51. (c) (Bangladesh, Pakistan, Sri Lanka) 

52. (b) 53. (d) 54. (c) % 55. (a) 

56. (a) 57. (a) 58. (d) 59, (b) 

60. (d) 61. (a) 62. (b) 63. (d) 

64. (a) 65. (c) 66 . (a) 67, 0) 

68 . (c) 69. (a) 70. (b) 71. (a) 

72. (d) 73. (d) 74. (d) 75. (a) 

76. (c) 77. (a) 78. (a) 79. (W 

80. (c) 



OBJEaiVE-TYPE QUESTiOt^'^ " 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE 


Divisional Accountants/Auditors etc Examinati 


Directions; In questions 1 to 5, 
some of the sentences have errors 
and some have none. Find out which 
part of a sentence has an error and 
blacken die rectangle correspond* 
ing to the appropriate letter ( 1 , 2, 3). 
If there is no error, blacken the rec* 
tangle corresponding to 4 in the 
Answer Sheet. 

1 The Sehgdis are living (I) in 
this colony ( 2 ) for many veais now 
(3) No error (4) 

2 They being the only people 
thcie, ( 1 ) their piesence was con¬ 
sidered (2) to be very important (3) 
No error (4) 

3 We have not had (1) such a 
good crop of mangoes ( 2 ) since ten 
)ears (3) No error (4) 

4 Whom do (1) you believe (2) 
him to be"^ (3) No error (4) 

5 The brass (1) is not a (2) very 
expensive metal (3) No error (4) 

Directions: In questions 6 to 10, 
sentences arc given with blanks to 
be filled in with an appropriate 
word(s). Four alternatives are sug¬ 
gested for each question Choose the 
correct alternative out of the four 
and indicate in die Answer Sheet. 

6 My brother will be home 

on_from the navy next week. 

(a) leisure 

(b) holiday 

(c) vacation 

{d) leave 

7, If you do not know the 
meanmg erf this word_dic¬ 

tionary 

(d) lookup 

(ti) look into 

(c) lodiat 

(<0 look through 


8 The militant environmental 
organisation Greenpeace has been 

charged_financial fraud and 

terrorist connection 

(a) of 
(ft) by 
(i) against 
(d) with 

9 A father cannot be ab¬ 
solved _his responsibilities 

towards his childicn 

(ti) for 
(ft) o( 

(c) fiom 
(ri) off 

10 The sihool is_in a 

crowded locality 

(<i) placed 
(ft) centered 
(f) situated 

(d) esfablisheti 

Dim hurls: In questions 11 to 15, 
choose the word opposite in mean¬ 
ing to the given word and mark it in 
the Answer Sheet. 

11 riaborate 
(a) laboitous 
(ft) disorganised 
(t) imdecorated 
(d) simple 

12 Identical 
(a) distant 
(ft) unreal 
(f) different 
(d) distinct 

13 Ample 
(a) short 
(ft) scanty 

(c) poor 

(d) inadequate 
14. Grab 

(a) permit 
release 


ion, 26th March, 1995 

(c) lose 

(d) acquit 

15 feeble 
(a) sturdy 
(ft) energetic 
(t) strong 
(d) well 

Directions: In questions 16 to 20, 
out of the four alternatives, choose 
the one which best expresses the 
meaning of the given word and 
mark it in the Answer Sheet 

16 Vendor 

(a) shopkeeper 
(ft) seller 

(c) retailer 

(d) merchant 

17 Perturb 
(a) agitate 
(ft) displease 
(<) annoy 
(d) confuse 

18 Radical 
(a) cntical 

(ft) fundamental 

(c) initial 

(d) mimical 

19 fortify 

(a) strengthen 
(ft) defend 

(c) build 

(d) protect 

20 Nomenclature 
(a) terminology 
(ft) title 

(c) outline 

(d) designate 

Directionsi In questitms 21 to 25, 
a group of words each axe given. 
Choose the word out of the four al- / 
tematives g^ven, which can be sub¬ 
stituted for the given group of 
words. 
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21 Band of stars entitling tho 
sky 

(a) universe 

(b) planets 
(t) galaxy 
(d) meteoi 

22 To put into effet t 

(a) inaugurate 

(b) implement 
ip) initiate 

(d) implant 

23 Science of the earth 

(a) Aixhaeology 

(b) Geography 

(c) Physiology 

(d) Geology 

24 A rule that IS applicable to all 

(a) unanimous 

(b) universal 
(r) unilateral 

(d) simultaneous 

25 Robbers on the high seas 
(tf) purloiners 

(b) seafarers 

(c) pirates 

(d) burglars 

Dtrecitotts: In questions 26 to 30, 
a sentence has been given, a part of 
which has been underlined. From 
among the responses at (a), (b) and 

(c) (alternatives to the underlined 
portion) find out the one which cor- 
rects/improves the sentence. In case 
no improvement is needed, your 
answer is (d) (No improvement) 

26 Unless he does not tome 1 
shall not go 

(a) becomes 

(b) he will not come 

(c) he does come 

(cf) No improvement 

27 When you hast linished 
reading these documents pIcMse 
return same to us 

(a) fliose 

(b) diat 

(c) them 

(lO No improvement 

28 The accused affected mad¬ 
ness m court to escape punishment 

(a) exhibited 

(b) presumed 

(c) masqueraded 

{(f) No improvement 

29 I int 0 ided to have gone, but 


I was asked not to 
(rt) togti 
(/>) to going 
h) hating gone 

(d) No impnnement 

30 Indui of totlay fates several 
tntual problems 

(a) An India 

(h) The India 
(() A India 

id) No improvement 

Directions In questions 31 to 35, 
the first and the last sentences of the 
passage are numbered 1 and 6, the 
rest of the passage is split into four 
parts and named V, Q, R and S 
These four parts are not given in 
their proper order Read tbe passage 
and find out which of the four com¬ 
binations is correct and indicate it in 
the Answer Sheet. 

31 1 t)nte upon a tune then 
lited a very old woman 

P Ffer faimhouse sltxxl on llu 
edge of the woods 
Q I ler name w is Mrs Tubb^ 

R It was not lai from tlw vil 
lagi 

S She lived on a little farm 
way off in the countiv 

6 Sht livid a comtoitable life 
(a) QISR 
(F) QRSP 

(i) SIXJR 
(if) QSPR 

32 1 1 went on a \ isit to Soutli 
1 ast Asia in the early eighties 

P 1 was impri'ssei' b\ smart 
Thai gills 

Q They did all types ol woik 
from filling petrol to si*rvic 
mg and washing cars 
R riiey w cn> clad in shorts or 
jeans 

S I was inspired 

6 I introduced the concept at 
home 

(.1) PRQS 
ib) isyR 
(i) PRSQ 
(if) SPQR 

33 1 Nilin IS very cio/y about 
railway engines 

P He even wrote a short 
speech on the pleasures of 
engine diiving 

Q The moment he saw It, Nitin 


imagined himself to be an 
engine driver 

R One day, his father presented 
him a toy steam engine 
S He IS fond of gomg to rail¬ 
way stahons and ^unbng 
yards 

6 He delivered that speech in a 
SI hool function and won a prize for it 
(</) SRQP 
ib) PRSQ 
(i) SQPR 
(lO SPRQ 

34 1 Kim and his sister Julie 
lived with their parents on the 
hillside 

P Jhe farmhousi* dung to a 
steep hillside above a small 
village 

Q 1 hen fathei was a fanner 
and they lived m a 
faimhouse 

R On the farm they had a few 
sheep and cows 
s I hey wore not a rich family 

6 Naturally, litc was difficult foi 
them 

(rt) PROS 

(b) Ol’RS 

(i) gspR 
id) SOPR 

3 > I taking .1 photograph with 
a cameia is an art 

!* 1 irst wc load the cameta 
withthi hlmuiefiilly 
O Then we operate the ad 
vance lever to bring the film 
to tlie collect number and 
set the apertuic * 

R Next we observe the conect 
distant e and focus the lense 
on the pel son or object to bo 
photogiaphed 

S When we are satisfied with 
i*veivfliing we remove Uio 
shullci lap and replace fhe 
shutter 

6 In case we do not go through 
the whole process the snap may be 
spoilt 

(fl) gPRS 
ib) SRQP ^ 

(0 PQRh 
(d) RSPQ 

Directions’ In the following pa»> 
sage 36 to 45, some of the words have 
been left out First read foe passage 
over and tty to understand wluit it is 
about. Then fill in foe blanks with the 
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help of ttie altcmatives given. Mark 
your answer in Qie Answer Sheet 
Passage 

Give your children the oppor 
tunity to biKceed then T6 and prai&c 
their effort ^ simple games .nnd toys 
around so diey can ^ easy vie tones 
whenever they choose Allow them to 
^ you in a game horn hme to time 
And let them hear you talk 40 alxiut 
them to other aduiN jou can also ^ 
independence by encouraging .1 
youngster 42 his views Once a t hild 
believes hib 43 has val ue, he has a tic ket 
to go 44 than the one who feels that it 
makes difference what he tlunks 

% (0 recogni/o 
(/>) notice 
(i) inclicah 
(d) validate 

37 (fl) plant 

(b) cover 
(() keep 
(if) deliv ei 

3ft (a) choose 

(b) en|0\ 

(t) ptrloim 
(d) leali/e 
• 39 (a) sitppio'-'. 

(b) tease 
(i) beat 

(li) lC|OCt 

40 (a) politelj 
(b) positively 
(t) openly 
((f) loudly 

41 (a) retaliate 

(b) instigate 

(c) motivntp 

(d) promote 

42 (a) talk 
(b) argue 
(t) express 
(d) analyse 

43 (a) opinion 

(b) saying 

(c) talk 

(d) remark 

44 (a) ahead 

\ (b) further 

(c) along 

(d) farther 

45 (a) no 

(b) any 

(c) much 
(cO some 


Directions In questions 46 to 50, 
you have one brief passage with 5 
questions following the passage 
Read the passage carefully and 
choose the best answer to each ques¬ 
tion out of the four alternatives and 
mark it in the Answer Sheet 
Passage 

State Iwc'l politicians anil State 
buieauciac les aio gene rail} regaidccl 
as the mam obstacles m the wa) of 
dc'centralised govemance It makes 
little sc»n‘o tor State burcaiiciacies it 
least, to want to stay in tlie line of tire' 
anj longcf \t .1 dec per lev el, the aal 
villains aie teudalism and patnaichv 
So long as thi*s« ir main the c>igjnis 
ing pnmiples ot luial siKU'tv little 
good f.in bo I xpected from «.c*lf 
governing p.inihayats 1 01 they will 
give mon’ pcwcer to those who aie 
airt idy powiitui in social and 
ccononiK Uinis Contiolovei the in 
slrumenrahti<‘» ot self gcwernmcnl 
will turthci strengthen then hand 
Mai finalised gicnips ot one kind or 
inothci fs|iecicill\ the poor and 
women may well come to feel the 
weight oi oppitssion moie than 
betorc 1 01 them doccMilialtsi d 
govoinment could turn out to be a 
(UMerathei than i blessing 

(. onsequently it is of utmost im 
porlancc that conce itc'd nicMsuies be 
taken b\ the States to brcsik the hold 
of feudal and patiiarchil forces Un- 
lc's> this IS done side by side with 
decentralisation, powci will stay 
with the lew and not pass to the 
people Not lor nothing did West 
Bengal't. pmgiamme of lui.il resur 
gence have the two piongs ot land 
reform and pane hay als This is a 
warning to those who believ c lha t ad 
ministrative retcirm b\ itself holds the 
mastei-key to the success ot selt- 
government at the third stratum It is 
certainly necessary 

4ft The real obstacles to the selt- 
governmg panchayats, according to 
the author arc 

(a) State-level polihcians 

(b) State bureaucracies 

(c) Feudali&mand patridichy 

(d) Marginalised groups 

47 In the present setup. 


deci'ntrnlisation will have theefiect of 

(a) taking away power from 
the people already power¬ 
ful 

(b) passing powei to the 
people 

(f) making the already exist¬ 
ing oppression more bitter 
((f) changing the nature of 
polihcs and bureaucracy 

48 The author includes the fol¬ 
lowing in the 'margmahsed groups' 

(a) State level poliaans 

(b) The poor and women 
((} Bureaucrats 

((f) The economically power- 
lul 

49 State-level politicians and 

bun'aucrats are-considered to be 

major hurdles m the way of 
decentralization 

(a) realty 

(b) generally 
(() oflicially 
{</) particularly 

50 Who should have the in¬ 
strumentalities ot self-government’ 

(a) the people 

(b) marginalised gioups 

{() politic lans and bureaucrats 
(ifl patiiarchal and feudal for¬ 
ces 


ANSWERS _ 

1 (1) 'Ihe Sehgals have been 

living" 

2 (1) Being the only people 

there" 

3 (3) tur ten years' 

4 (1)'Who do 
3 (1) Buss 


6 

(d) 

7 

(fl) 

8 

id) 

9 

(b) 

10 

(c) 

11 

(d) 

12 

(<■) 

n 

ib) 

14 

ib) 

15 

0) 

16 

(b) 

17 

(fl) 

18 

(b) 

19 

(rt) 

20 

(rt) 

21 

(c) 

22 

(b) 

23 

id) 

24 

(b) 

25 

(c) 

26 

(fl) 

27 

(d) 

28 

(d) 

29 

(rt) 

30 

ib) 

31 

(d) 

32 

(rt) 

33 

(rt) 

34 

ib) 

35 

ic) 

36 

W 

37 

(rt) 

38 

id) 

39 

(t) 

40 

ib) 

41 

id) 

42 

(0 

43 

(rt) 

44 

ib) 

45 

(rt) 

46 

ic) 

47 

ic) 

48 

(b) 

49 

ib) 

50 

(fl) 
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TEST OF REASONING—I 


Find nut the missing numben 


1 

121,144, 

169,1%, 






(a) 274 

(b) 238 

(c) 

218 

(d) 

226 


(ef 225 






2 

86,167,329,653, 






(ff) 1194 

(bfm 

(<r) 

1301 

(d) 

1275 


(c) 1397 






3 

1 ,0,0,2,: 

?,7,3,8, 






(a) 17 

(b) 13 

(0 

26 

{d) 

19 


(«•) 29 






4 

9,6,18,12,27, 






(a) 18 

(b) 33 

(0 

14 

id) 

29 


(c) 31 






5 

4,13,40, 

121 , 






(a) 298 

(b) 364 

(t) 

316 

00 

337 


(c) 404 






6 

11,4, 12,! 

3, 13,12, 






(a) 14 

(b) 21 

(0 

17 

id) 

18 


(0 23 






7 

15,51,26, 

. 62, 37, 






(«) 74 

(b) b7 

(0 

81 

id) 

73 


(f) 8‘i 






8 

7,8,12,21,37, 






(a) 73 

(b) 72 

(c) 

68 

id) 

62 


Q. 9>13 Four out of the five pairs of numbers have 
same relationship. Find the odd-man out: 


9 

(«) 

4 

63 

ih) 

1 

0 

ic) 

5 

124 


id) 

2 

15 

w 

3 

26 




10 

ia) 

64 

512 

ib) 

49 

344 

0 

ic) 

9 

27 


id) 

4 

8 

ic) 

16 

64 




11. 


11 

31 

ib) 

5 

11 

ir) 

14 

40 


id) 

to 

28 

W 

9 

25 




12 

(«) 

32 

15 

ib) 

86 

42 

ic) 

56 

26 


id) 

74 

36 

(c) 

38 

18 




13 

(«) 

9 

16 

(ill 

21 

28 

(0 

27 

36 


id) 

15 

20 

ie) 

36 

48 





Find out the missing numben 



(a) 32 (b) 28 (f) 27 

(d) 25 ic) 21 



(a) 1 (!>)«) (0 8 (d) 7 (0 11 

Find the odd-man out* 


16 (ii) DLHU 

ib) Rf)VU 

(l) XYBA 

id) LMQP 

if) IKNM 


17 (a) CrOA 

ib) TSQM 

(0 K|HH 

id) WVTQ 

(e) LB/W 


18 (fl) DW 

ib) C.1 

(i) MN 

id) HS 

(0 jr 


19 (a) l|N 

(b) PMR 

(i) FDH 

id) YWA 

(i) QOS 


20 (a) NKMI 

ib) TQSR 

(0 DABC 

id) wrvu 

(0 HFOF 



Questions 21 and 22 are based on the word PER¬ 
MANENT: 

21 If it IS possible to form a word with 3id, 6th, 7th 
and Ith letters of the word, whic h would be the third letter 
in It’ 

(a) R (h) N (t) I (d) T 

(0 No wuid san bo formed 

22 llowmany sets ot two lottei shave as many letters 
between them as there arc in the alphabetical order’ 

(a) 1 (ft) 2 (c) 3 (d) 4 

(c) None 

Four out of the five words are related to the lead 
word in the same way. Find the odd-man out: 

23 HARBOUR 


(a) HOUR 

ib) RUB 

(f) ROAR 

id) HFRB 

ie) BAR 


24 FRIEN£)SfnP 

(a) FRIID 

ib) SHIP 

(t) FRESH 

(d) DRIP 

ic) FISH 


25 STRAN(,F 

(a) TRANCF 

ib) STAGF 


ic) TRAIN 

id) GRETN 


ie) WAGER 
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e- 

0 

o 
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O 

O 
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Find the odd-man out: 


A • r i> » 




j 









□ 

— 


o 

r 

u 


L 

O 

V 


X 

[J_. 

t 


9d 


% 


-X 



Rd 

ao 

JR 


>10 


@ 



C "q" J 

3 r 

K 


< 

¥ 





[j 

3 

GD 


A 

IX 


¥( 



_ ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS _ 

1 W Thesenes»U*,12*, 13*, 14* 

2. (r) Eadinumbcrisdouble—€ of Its proceding number 

3 (c) sets of ttaree The anangement k 1, i*-l, 1*-1,2,2*-l, 

4 (a) There are two senes 9,18,27; and 6,12,18 

5 (b) Each next numbensnx3 + l 

6 (e) There are two senes, 11, U;, 13 ai)d4^12 

7. (<0 Make sets of twaievene die digits of die first number to get 
die second one. 

8 (d) Go on adding 1*, 2*, 3* to numbers 

9. (iQ Iheidahonshipisxtx*-! 

10. (b) First numberis (he square of a certain number and (he odier 

one IS the cidie of the same numbef. 

11. (A) Theidafaonriiqiisx.Sx-Z 

12. (c) Each second number 18 half-1 of die fust number. 


13 (a) The ratao among all the other numb«sis3'4 

14 (r) The number should be 1(3 1 -4) X 3)+ 1 
13 (A) 71ieairangementis{4X9)+2 38 

16 (d) 17. (A) 18 (e) 19 (A) 

20 (c) 

21 (A) RENT 22 (A> P and R, and P and M 

23 (d) Tn all the others, all the letters are from the word this one has 

an F which does not olcut in the word 

24 fd) Tn all the others, the letteis picked up for fonning (he word do 

not dungc their order 

23 (A) In all the others, there is one outsider This one has none 

For answering the next set of questions keep the 
following points in mind: 

(t) Observe the mobon of eaih individual figure fhey may 
move clockwise, antii lock wise, up or down, along cectam pomts, 
nght and left or along diagonal (Ex 26,32) 

(ri) Checkthepaicofmovementlbrcveryfigure Thepacemay 
be regular, may go on increasing or decreasing or the movement may 
be according to a set pattern (Fx 35,46) 

(ill) A figure may revolve, may turn upside down, may tilt or 
swing at lb. own place oi during its movement (Fx 40,41,43) 

(iv) Figures sometimes interchange places—a».cording to a set 
pattern They may also appear or disappear after certam steps New 
figures may also be added (fcx 29,34, 17) 


(o) Whon figures mow along certain pomts they might follow 
different directions (Ex 30,36) 

26 C 

27 B 

28 E 

29 B 

30 D 

31 A 

32 b 

33 B 

34 A 

33 B 

36 F 

37 E 

38 C 

39 E 

40 A 

41 B 

42 D 

43 A 

44 D 

43 A 

46 A 

47 C 

48 C 

49 E 

50 A 

34 f 

31 D 

35 C 

32 B 

33 A 


36 E Inner hgure bcctmes outei hgurc and both turn upside down 

37 C Pattern at the comer goes to the oppnnte comer and one 

figure m the mid lie is added 

58 D The outer fjgure has two sides less and the figure in the centre 
tilts 

39 A Figure m the emtre comes to left, the upper one bib. to nght 
and the lower one forms the central tme 

60 D Observe how the two figures intcichange places and how 

patterns at the edges change 

61 A Centralfiguretumsupsidcdowatheupperandlowiirfiguies 

are cut into halves and arranged 

62 C The flowerpot turns upside down and figures on twigs inteiv 

change places 

63 C The whole thmg rotates, the curve changes and Y like figures 

go to comers 

64 B Inner figure becomes outer figure and vioe-versa The figure 

that comes mside lias one extra side 

65 E Inner figure becomes outer one with an extra arm and the 

number of knes m the outer figure cut each other 

66. B All the othcis have two curves and one straight line. 

67. D The pattern IS wrong 

68 C One of tlw figures has one side less 

69 C There should be twm figures, identical to each other 

70 B In all the others there IS difteteme of one Ime only, ftusnnehas 

difference of two 

71. B. AB the others are mirror images of letters 

72. D. Ears and nose ought to be alike 

73. A The pattern IS wrong 

74 '£ Both the figures should be identical 

75 C The inner figure should have one side extra 
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TEST OF REASONING—II 


Find ttie odd-man out: 


1. («) motor-car 

(b) tractor 

(c) bus 

(d) train 

(e) tram 


2. (a) stammer 

(b) whisper 

(c) lisp 

(d) drawl 

(e) taunt 


3. (a) portrait 

(b) snap-shot 

(c) diagram 

(d) sketch 

(e) painting 


4 (a) silk 

(b) fur 

(c) milk 

(d) leather 

(e) rubber 


5. (a) idiom 

(b) slang 

(f) phrase 

(d) expression 

(e) literacy 


6 (a) anticipate 

(b) presume 

(c) expect 

(d) reckon 

(e) hope 


7. (a) plateau 

(b) desert 

(c) lawn 

(d) marsh 

(e) valley 


8. (a) hop 

(b) dive 

(i) jump 

(if) leap 

(e) fall 



Items in questions 9 to 16 in sets of two have a 
definite relationship. Your task is to find out from op¬ 
tions (<i), {b), (c) and (d) ttie set with identical relationship. 
The order of the items is of no consequence. 

9. torture: cruelty 

(a) beating. confession (b) character: curtsey 
(f) forgive‘generosity (<f) shame:guilty 
to weak:fragile 

(a) strong: wrestler 

(c) few. scarcity 
11. deep:shallow 

(d) head:foot 
(r) profuse scanty 

12 wrestler: arena 
{a) doctor: hospital 
(c) .skater. rink 

13 petroleum. kerosene 
(a) coal:diamond 
(c) road.path 

14. brain:kidney 

(a) ocean: river 

(b) drawing-room' kitchen 

(c) book' Imowiedge (d) train: track 
15 nail: iron 

(a) plastic:synthetic (b) metal*mine 
(c) neck-.body (d) cotton: thread 

16. heat:bum 

(a) insult:hurt refiigenition:cold 

(c) war:weapons (d) cloud:whter ‘ 


(b) light:heavy 
(d) destiny. fortune 

(b) nostalgia - home-sick 
(lO war-quarrel 

(b) teacher: class-room 
(d) trader: mercantile 

(b) juke.milk 
(d) Mars:Saturn 


Match the following questicms with set of itenu 
having same relationship irrespective of thS order in 
whkhtheyoccun 

17. wheat; cake: flour 

(a) spiders: bats: ruins 

18. brick: clay: pottery 

(b) sweater. wool - hair 
19 medicine. cure: herb 

(c) park trees forest 
20 . water: crocodile. fish 


(d) steel. krafe. chop 
21. vegetables milk vitamins 

(e) machinery • coins ■ metal 

Words in questions 22 to 28 are written in their coded 
form, each code letter representing one letter of flie word. 
Your task is to find out the right c^es for letters enclosed 
in box: 


22 W 

A L 

[nJ u 

T 


(a) b 

(ft y 

(b) h 

(f) d 

(if) c 

(e) X 

23 S 

(H R 

A 

I 

N 


(a) 7 

(ft j 

(b) X 

(0 g 

(d) y 

(e) c 

24. |M] 

A R 

K 

E 

T 


(«) y 
(ft z 

(b) X 

(c) n 

(d) 1 

(e) u 

25. S 

H I 

V 

E 

K 


{a) u 

(ft g 

(b) f 

(f) 2 

(^0 j 

(e) m 

26. T 

H R 

O 


N 


(a) d 
(ft V 

(b) c 

(c) m 

(d) X 

(e) 2 

27. S 

B R 

E 

A 

D 


(«) u 
(ft w 

(b) 8 

(c) y 

(d) 2 

(e) q 

28. M 

E L 

[O] D 

Y 


(a) s 

(b) n 

(c) q 

(d) u 

(e) V 


iOb 

Six villages. A, B, Q D, E and F are situated as fol¬ 
lows: 


Aistwokmstofliesouthof B. ^ 
C is 1 km to die south of P. 

D is 1 km to the nordi of E 
F is 1 Ion to flie east of A. 
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E IS 3 kms to the west of C 

29 Which three villages are in a straight line'’ 

(a) DEC (b) Af-C (t) PAT 

(cO ACE (e) None of these 

30 Which two villages are the farthest from each 
other‘s 

(fl) B and F (b) A and F (c) B and F 

(d) CandF (c) None of these 

Five young ladies Jfyoti, Kiran, Laxmi, Meena and 
Neeta are married to Suresh, Bharat; Akshay, Prem and 
Rajendia who happen to be collector, professor, doctor, 
enmneer and lawyer but the order is diffemt Read the 
mroimation given below carefully and answer the ques¬ 
tions that follow 

Prem IS not I axmi s or lyoti's husband nor he is an 
tngineer 

Mcena is not married to Akshay or Bhaiat and her 
husband is neithei debtor nor lawyer 

Kiran and Laxmi are not marned to Rajendra oi \k 
shiy and then husbands aio not lollwtor oi piofes*-ot 

Neeta and Meena are not married to Pn m 

Suresh is not engineer or doctor nor he is mnrnid to 
Meena 

Rajendra is neither engineer nor collector 

Bharat is not an engineer nor he is I axmi s husband 

Jyoti is not man led to the collectoi 

31 Akshay is 

(a) collectoi (b) professor (i) doctor 

(d) engineer (c) lawyer 

32 Who IS Neela's husband and what is he ’ 

(a) Bharat colkxtor (b) Akshay engineer 
(t) Rajendra professor {cl) Akshay collector 

(e) Bharat lawyct 

^ 33 What is Rajendra and who is his wife'^ 

(a) doctor Mcena (b) doctor laxmi 
(c) professor Mcena (d) professor Neeta 
(e) lawyei Jyoti 

34 Who IS Laxmi s husband and what is he^ 

(a) Akshay engineer (b) Suresh collector 
(c) Suresh lawyer (d) Rajendra professor 
(r) Rajendra doctor 

35 Which of the following combination is the nght 

one'? « 

{a) Neeta Rajendra professor 

(b) Kiran Prem dcKtor 

(c) Jyoti Suresh lawyer 

(<0 Laxmi Akshay professor 
(e) None IS right 

Qs 36-42 Irf each quesUon below are gwentUK) statement} 
followed by four conclusions numbered I, it. III and IV You have 
to take the two given statementt Id be b'uefoai ^dtey appear to 
Ih at varumce mth commonly known fo^ Sead all the con- 
' clusKma and Oren decide whwli the given concltUfwns logicidly 


fcdloio from the tuv given statemi nts, disiegardmg commonly 
known facts 

Statements 

36 1 Some books aie tables 
2 Some watches are tables 

Conclusions 

1 Some watcht*s are bcxiks 

II No w atch IS a book 

III lvei\ table IS either book or watch 

IV All tables are watches 

(a) Only Hi follows 

(b) IitherlorIIfollows 

(c) None follows 

(d) Only III and IV follow 
(t) Only II and III follow 

(rt) J (b) J (i) J (d) J , 0) J 

SM<( mi Ills 

3/ 1 All lic«Uls ate palaces 

2 All museums ail palacis 

(oiii liisums 

1 All hotels ai e museums 

II Some hotels aic museums 
HI I very palace is either museum or hotel 
IV Some palaces aie museums as well as holds 

(a) Only I follows 

(b) flnly H follows 

(() Both 111 and IV follow 

(d) 1 ither 111 or IV iollows 
{() None follows 

(a) J (b) J (c) LI (d) U (t) □ 

S/fl/i nil ms 

3b 1 All loads are trains 

2 All trains aic buses 

C OHtluswns 

1 AH roads are buses 

II AH buses are roads 

III AH buses are trains 

IV Some buses are roads 
(fl) Only I and TV follow 

(b) Only TI and HI follow 

(c) Only land III follow 

(d) Either III or IV follows 

(e) All the conclusions follow 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) <J id) J (() □ 

» 

Statement!) 

39 1 Some teachers arc accoimtants 

2 All accountants are maijagers 
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Conclusions; 

L Some teachers are not managers, 
n. Some managers are teachers. 

m. Some accountants are-teachers. 

IV All teachers are not accountants. 

(a) Only Hollows 
{b) Only II follows 

(c) Only land in follow. 

(d) Only ni and IV follow. 

(e) All the coiKlusions follow. 

(a) a (b) a (c) a <<o a (e) □ 

Statements 

40. 1. AU languages are songs. 

2. Some songs are poems. 

Conclusions 

I All songs are languages. 

U Some poems are languages. 

III. Some languages are poems 

IV. No language is a poem. 

(a) Only I follows. 

{b) Bofo I and n follow. 

(c) Either U or in follows 

(d) Either in or rV follows. 

(e) Bofi) I and m follow. 

(a) Q (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements 

41 1. Some diildren are apples 
2. Some apples are plants. 

Conclusions. 

J. No plant is a child. 

Q. Some plants are children as well as apples, 
in. Every plant is either apple or child. 

IV. Some plants are children. 

(a) Only m follows. 

(b) EifoerlorIVfollows. 

(c) Only n follows. 

(d) Both Hand in follow. 

(r) Only I and n follow. 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

Statements: 

41 1. All doctors are eifoer businessmen or inspec¬ 
tors. 

2. Every inspector is tall while all businessmen 
are fair. 

Conclusions: 

L There is no doctor who is neither inspector 
nor businessman. 

n. Some inspectors are foie 

m. Some businessmen tue short. 


rV. No businessman is daiic. 

(a) Only land infdlow. 

(b) Only n and UlfoUow. 

(c) Only I and IV follow. 

(d) Either nor in follows. 

(e) None follows. 

(ft) □ (b) a (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

Q. 43. to 49. In each iptestwn below is glben a statement 
followed by three assumptums numbered 1,11 and III. An as¬ 
sumption IS somedimg supposed or uAen for granted You have 
to consider the statement and the assumphons and decide xbhtdi 
of the assumptions is implicit m the statement Then decide 
iiMchcf tile answers IS amvet 

Stakment. 

43 "Only those ti^rs who have turned man-eaters 
are to be hunted and killed", a notice. 

Assumptions; 

I. Hunting the tigers who are not man-eaters is 
not permitted. 

n Other type of tigers are absolutely harmless 
for human beings. 

m. Preservation and safety of human bein^ is 
more important for us than that of the tigers. 

(a) Oily I is implicit 

(b) Qnlynisinq>licit 

(c) Only ni is implidt 

(d) Only I and in are implidt 

(e) All are implicit 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) a 

Statement 

44. "Illegal immigrants are basically unwelcome in all 
countries, spedally in the impovendied ones", an observa- 
tiem. 

Assumptions 

I. Such immigrants usually indulge m illegal 
activities. 

n. They do not speak the same language and 
follow the same foitK 

ni. It is difficult to feed so many mouths when the 
countryman themselves can*t manage two 
square meals easily. 

(a) Only I is Implicit 
(jb) Only n is implidt 

(e) Eiffierlorinisimplidt 
(d) OnlyHIisiotplidt ^ 

(f) OnlylandHaiein^lidt 

fo) a (b) Q fo) Q (fOQ (e) Q 

Skdement: 

45. f^veiiuitent suddenly becomes very syis^thetic 
aiKl Ifoem to the poor and ixiinbcitles just bdbee elections. 
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Assumptions: 

I. The ruling party wants their votes, 
n. Other poUtkal parties do not stand by dtem. 

m. It is the only time when ttie government is 
relaxed. 

(a) Only I is implicit 

(р) Only His implicit 

(с) Only m is implicit 

(<0 Only n and m are implicit 
(e) Ncme is in^lidt 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) □ 

Statement: 

46. "Some villagers killed all the members of a gang 
of outlaws who were bTir^ to kidnap a diild", a report 

Assumphons: 

I. Outlaws can be punidied by any dtizen. 

n. All these villagers would receive awards for 
their act of bravery. 

Ill The inhabitants of the village are quite daring. 

(a) Only 1 is implicit 

(b) Onlyllandniaieimplidt 

(c) Onlylllisinqilidt 

(d) Only I and 111 are implidt 

(e) All the three are implidt 

(a) a (b) Q (c) a (d) a (e) □ 

Statement: 

47. Some books (xi^talwspeare have been ordered by 
the Piindpal of a college. 

Aisumptums' 

I. The library had no books by Shakespeare 
n. Only tihe Prindpal is entited to orda books 
for the college library. 

m. The whole budget for the library is being util¬ 
ized for buying Shakeqiearean literature 

(a) Onlylisinrqilidt 

(b) Only n is implidt 

(c) Only in is implidt 

(d) Either I (m: in is implidt 
(a) None is implidt 

(fl) □ (6) □ (c) □ a (a) □ 

Statement: 

48. Law is mote in favour of tenants than in favour of 
landlords. 

Assumptions: 

‘ L Lahdkwds are not very straight persons. 

n. The law-makers thernsdves were tenants at 
the time when law was enacted. 

IS. Lamt wants to protect nc^ of tenants M that, 
" ttiey are n(M rendered homeless easily.' 


(a) OnlyIisinq>lidt 

(b) Qnlylandnaieinq>iidt 

(c) Only mis implidt 

(d) None is implidt 

(a) Only I and m are impliat 
(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (a) a 

Statanent: 

49. The costliest film of die year fell flat widiin a week 
of its release and was declared to be a megafiop. 

Assumphons- 

I. Themusicof the film was not aj^iealing. 
n. As die film was very costly, die rates of tickets 
were higher 

m. The stars playing die lead roles were not very 
popular. 

(a) Only I is inqilkit 
(h) Only n is implidt 

(c) Only m is implidt 

(d) AU are implidt 
(a) None is implidt 

(a) a (b) a (c) a (d) a (a) a 
Statement. 

50. All the employees of a private company are 
demanding adeast 25% rise in their pay. 

Assumpawns. 

I. The company is making good profit 

n. Persons in similar companies are getting 
more. 

m. Owners never raise pay of employees unless 
they demand. 

(a) Only 1 is implidt 

(b) Okilynisiiiqilidt 

(c) Only m is implicit 

(d) None is iirqilidt 
(a) All are implidt 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (a) □ 

Read the information gtvm below cartfidly and answer the 
questions that flilow: 

A Pharmaceutical Conqiany requires a team of tech¬ 
nicians on the following ba^: 

(i) The age of the candidate must not be less than 
25 and mcHe than 30 on 1st Oddier, 1995. 

(td All (qiplicatfons should be addres^ to the 
Med^ Advisor of the Conqjany who is em¬ 
powered to give appcrintment The candidate 
must have two y^aca’ experience. 

(iU) The candidate must be an M.D. in phar¬ 
maceuticals. 

(fu) Ifdiecandidatei8M.D.taimedldne,dieupper 
age limit can be relaxed tq»to 35 Imt his case 
would be Wfetied to'the D^uty General 
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(u) If a candidate is ^ B Fhatma only but has at 
least B years' experience with a reputed firm, 
the age limit is Ti but his case would be 
referit'd to the (icneial Manager 

(pi) If the c andidate has a teaching experience in 
some medical lollegt foi four years, die upper 
age limit is 40 1 he dec ision would he taken by 
the Mexheal Advivir only 

(i'h) If the candidate has some degree equivalent to 
B Pharma from some foreign university he 
I an be selei ted foi the post And if he has 
expel lence of working with some foreign hrm 
for '5 years or more, the upper age limit is 
ic‘laxable uplo 40 years but his cast would be 
lelt rred to the tieneral Manager 

U III) Applications would not be consideied if the 
data IS inadequate 

Murk your aihUH i s 

(ii) if the c andidate is selected b> tlie Medical Ad\ isor 

{/>) if the I andidate is selected by the I X-puty (icmeial 
Manager 

(c) if the c andidate is refc*ried to the (leneral Manager 

(if) if the data is madt>quate 

(<) if the candidate is lejei tc*d 

*51 Aiun (ihosh was boin on 23rd bt*ptembi 1 1468, he 
IS an M D in pharmaceuticals<md has 3 yeais'experience 

(ii) □ (b) □ (i) J (cf) U (c) U 

52 7th December 1%l bom Priya Ciupta has done 
M D in Medical, she has 2 \ ears' expeiicnce with a phar 
maceutical company and has taught in a medical college 
for one year 

(n) J (b) □ (c) □ ((f) J (i) □ 

53 Shiva Menon, an M D in pharmaceuticals was 
born on I2th August 1965 He has three years' experience 
in a private firm 

(a) □ (/>) □ (c) J (d) U (e) U 

54 Yusuf Rizvi's date ot bii th is 19th December 1965 
I le has four years' expencmee w'lth a foreign firm and 6 
months' experience in an Indian fii;m 

(a) □ (b) □ (<) □ (d) Li (e) U 

55 Suresh Gandhi was bom on 28th October 1963 He 
IS M D in medicine and has 6 years' teaching experience in 
Medical College and 2 years' expci lence in a pharmaceuh- 
cal company 

(a) □ (b) □ (t) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

56 Mayur Pareek was bom on 9th April 1958, he has 
done D Pharma from a foreign university and has seven 
years' experience witti a forengn firm 

(a) □ (b) a (c) a (d) □ (e) □ 

57 3rd July 1966 bom Ritu Chhabra is M D in Phar- 
maceubcals and has four years' expeimce in a foreign 
company 

(a) a (b) □ (c) □ (d) Q (e) Q 


58 23rd November 1955bomKusumiyagiisanM 0 4 
in mcxlicine and has been teaching in a Medical College for 
the last 5 years She has three years' expenence with a 
foreign firm tcx» 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

59 If a merit list of the selected candidates recom¬ 
mended by the Medical Advisor, the Deputy General 
Manager and the General Manager was to be prepared 
according to the qualiticabons and expenente of the can¬ 
didates, who IS likely to be on the top’ 

(a) Priya Gupta (b) Yusuf Rizvi 

(i) Suresh Gandhi (d) Mayur Pareek 
(c) Kusumlyagi 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) J 0) □ (e) □ 

In path (jUP'^lion beloio is ynvii a ’^latetncnl foUoivid by Ihm 
lout'^ of «j hon numbered 1,11 and III A iatir<;e of action is a 
sfep or admunstralive detisum to be taken for unproveiutut 
folloiv uporfuitluracUon in ngard lolhi pi ohli in, polity etc on 
tiu basts of iiifoi Illation yiwii m the slatemcnt You have to 
assume evei ythiin’ in the slalemeiit to he trui tIu n decide which 
of the Ihtte siiyijisbi/ jourscs of aflum logically follows fbt* 
pursuing 

'ilaltmtiU 

60 The government and the authoiilies aa* worried 
about an ex er c'si alating tendency to urbanisation 

Com se^ of ill I ion 

I AH mcxlcm facilities should be provided to 
ruial areas as well 

II Mor’ |obs should l>e created tor the young 
dwelleis of lural areas 

III All rural areas should be sealed in such a w'ay 
that the inhabitants may only go out with Hie 
pioper permission and that too for a limited 
period only 

(a) Only 1 is right 41 

(b) Only I and II are right 

(c) Only III IS right 

(d) All the three are right 

(c) None is a proper couise of achon 
(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Stateiiu’ut 

61 The tnbal handicraft is in vogue and is sold at an 
astronomical pnee while the tnbal craftsmen get only a 
pittance for their work 

Courses (faction 

1 The whole set up of buymg and sellingshould 
be under control of the tribals only 
n More educational facilities should be 
provided to die tilbals so that they may know 
ttie value of then* work 

m The government ahogld buy their products 
directly and pay them sufGdent money so as 
to save them from exploitation. 
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(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only n is right. 

(c) Both Hand in follow. 

(d) None follows. 

(«) All are right for pursuing. 

(o) (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (p) □ 

Statement: 

62. Although female literaqr has been hipb on foe 
agenda of foe Union and State Government, th<' literacy 
rate among women continues to be lov 

Courses of Action: 

I. The government and voluntary organisations 
^ould arrange short term literary courses for 
women. 

II. All literate women should get special al¬ 
lowance. 

HI. The literacy programme should be accom¬ 
panied with some useful crafts programme as 
well so as to give women an opportunity to 
earn. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Either I or II follows. 

(e) Only I and III follow. 

(a) □ {b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

Statement: 

63.. Inspite of all the publicity and instructions 
through mass-media, AIOS is getting more and more ram¬ 
pant. 

Courses of‘Action: 

I. Every citizen of the country should be tested 
to find out if he is suffoing from AIDS.. 
n. All AIDS patients diould be forced to live in 
isolation. 

HI. A door to door ins^fctional drive should be 
arranged to warn people against this fatal 
disease. 

(a) Only I follows. 

(b) Only n follows. 

(c) Bofo I and n follow. 

(d) All are right , 

(e) None is right 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) a (e) a 

Statement: 

64. The results of a survey ^ow that horror movies 
weaken nerves of diildten. . 

Courses ofAtHon: 

L Parents should not alfiw foe TV set to be 
‘ sndtchedonifsuchamovieisbdi^foowit.' 


II. Special nerve tonics should be prescribed for 
children. 

III. Film directors should be requested to stop 
making such movies. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(b) Only II follows. 

(f) Only ni follows. 

(d) All foe three follow. 

(c) None follows. 

(a) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d> □ (c) □ 

Statement: 

65. There is a general tendency among students to 
bunk cla.sses in colleges and join coaching courses. 

Courses of action: 

I. Atleast 75% attendance should be compul¬ 
sory for taking examination. 

II. All coaching centres diould be declared il¬ 
legal. 

III. College buildings and class-rooms should be 
made more attractive. 

(a) Only 1 follows. 

(ft) Only 11 follows. 

(c) Only III follows. 

(d) Only I and III follow. 

(e) Only n and 111 follow. 

Q. 66 to 70. Below is given a passage followed by several 
possible inferences which can be drawn front the facts stated in 
the passage. 'You have to examine each inference separately in the 
context the passage and decide upon its degree of truth or 
falsity. Mark your answer: 

(a) if the inference is definitely true. 

(ft) if probably true. 

• (c) ifdoubtful as foe data is inadequate. 

(d) if probably false. 

(e) if definitely false. 

Countries like India accumulate heavy international 
debts to modernise or to import technology, or to import 
the products that are used by the elite. Though foe debt is 
rising at a slower rate now, it is still a sizeable amount 
representing one hundred dollar of debt per head. Yet, 
amazingly every new loan sanctioned by international 
agencies is hailed as a great achievement of India's 
economic policy. It is a severing thought that vfoile foe 
foreign exchange is growing to such a magnitude, how foe 
country will actually repay the outstaiuling loans. The 
economy bubble is getting bi^r and bigger and may 
burst wifoout warning. Somefomg is seriously wrong with 
tire economic theory that creates sudi a bubble but that 
realization is yet to come. 

66 . Only the elite are responsible for the modern 
economic crisis. 

(a) □ (ft) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 
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67. Such economic policy ultimately results m a dis- 
aster. 

(a) a (b) a (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

68. Similar economic conditions exist in other 
countries as well 

(fl) □ (b) □ (c) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

69. Eveiy atizen has to repay the national loan of 
hundred dollars per head from his or her own pocket. 

(a) □ (b) □ (r) □ (d) □ (e) □ 

70. Only a few Indians are realizing the national 
economic disaster 

(a) U (b) □ (c) □ (d) U (e) □ 

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS 

1. (b) All the otiiers are modes of conveyarKe for people. 

2. (f) All the others are terms used for ditierent type of 

speech. 

3. (b) All the others are drawn by artists 

4. (e) This is the only tree product among animal 

products. 

5. (e) Ail die others are used with reference to languaj^. 
6 (d) All the others are concerned with future expecta¬ 
tions 

7. (r) All the others are natural physical features. 

8. (c) All the others are actions tried with an effort, this 

one is a mishap 

9. (c) One is the expression of the other trait 

10. (d) Both are only a shade different from each odier. 

11. (c) Both are opposites. 

12. (c) The relation is that of player and the place where 

he plays. 

13 (a) Bofo come from the same source. 

14 (b) Both are parts of die same structure 

15. (d) One is made of the other material 

16. (a) One is natural outcome of the other 

17. (b) 18. (e) 19. {d) 20 (a) 

21. (c) 

22-28. Sort out common tetters in words and match diem 
with commm codes, e.g, ER is common in question number 24 
&25$oarecodes 'u'and 'z'. 'R’occurs m question 26 too, so does 
the code 'z' hence codepr 'R' is ’i'andpr '£' is 
21 (d) 23. (b) 24. (c) 25. (c) 

26. (a) 27. 0 28. (e) 


29. (c) 

30. (a) 



31. (d) 32. (a) 33. (c) 34. (c) 

35. (b) 

The next type questions are best answered by drawing 


33. (c) 


34. (c) 


diagrams of all the possdfle situations and then reaching a ptd- 
pracfconclusioiu laeachitemberepresentedbyacirdenrespec- 
tive of its size and shape: 

36 (b) 


w • r w a fTlfTlw 


37. (e) 


(00 ((h0 


38. («) 


: fo: 


39. (f) 



T T 


40. (d) 


0® 


41. (b) 


c A U c Al e cUrn c Wr 


43. id) 

44. (d) 

45. (a) 

47. ib) 

48. (c) « 

49. (e) 

51. (a) 

52. ib) 


age) 

54. (d) (degree) 

56. (c) 

57. (A) 

58. id) 

60. (b) 

61. (a) 

62. (e) 

64. (a) 

65. (A) 

66. (A 

68. (a) 

• 69. (e) 

m p) 
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LeveH Study Material 

Questions: 25 time: 30 minutes 


1. Five persons have to insert 24,000 letters into 
envelopes. A puts 1100 letters an hour, B1450 letters an 
houi; C1200 letters an hour, D1300 letters an hour, and E 
1250 letters an hour. After 2 hours, C and D go away. The 
number of hours required for the remaining persons to 
complete the assignment is: 

{a) less than 2 hours (b) between 2*4 hours 

(c) between 4-6 hours (d) nnore than 6 hours 

(e) None of die above 

2. A, B and C invested Ks9000, Rs 7000 and Rs 6000 
respectively. The profits are to be divided according to the 
ratio of investment If B uses his share of profits ofRs 825 
to^ay his personal debt of Rs 230, how mudi will he have 

(a) Rs 30.50 (b) Rs 32.50 (c) Rs 34.50 

(d) Rs 36.50 (e) Rs3750 

( I 

3 A car is run until there is only g of the tank full. 

The tank is fiirai filled by putting in 14 litres. The capacity 
of the tank is: 

(a) 14 litres (b) 151itr» (c) 16 litres 

(d) 17 litres (e) 18 litres 

4. Aboy spmtRs 2.70 which was ^ of what he had 

originally. How much did he have onginally? 

(s) Rs4.86 (b)Rs.l.50 (c) Rs.2.45 

(d) Rs3.85 (e) Rs.4.84 

5. The product of-8.7 and-3.4 is: 

(a) -2.958 (b) +2.958 (c) -29.58 

(d) +29.58 (e) -30 

6. A man buys 8 sweets at 12 p each, 4 kg of onions 
at Rs 1.12 per kg and 3 litres of milk at 47 p per litre. How 
much money is tie left widi if he started wioi Rs 20? 

(a) Rs6.85 (b) Rs8.42 (c) Rs 13.15 

(d) Rs 14.12 (e) Rs 14.87 

7. If the ratio of nurses to doctors in a hospital is 
7:1, what per cent staff is made up of nurses? 

(«)87| (b)83|<- (c) 86 

(d) 83| (e) 78 

8. What is the ratio of 9 indies to 2 feet? 

(8)9:2 (b) 2:9 (c) 3:8 

OO 8:3 (e) 3:4 

9. The fonnuh h «16t^ represents distance ttiat an 
olriect falls after t seconcte. In hoWmany seconds will an 
object idl 400 feet? 

(8) 2 0) 3 (c) 3^ (d) 2^ (e) 5 


10. A class of 20 students has an average of p on a 
particular test. One student has his marks raised by 10 
points. What is die new class average'^ 

(a) p +10 (b) p +2 (c) p +1 

(<0 p + 5 (e) p + l 

11. A diop has 160 enqployees. t}unng Diwali, the 
management increased the number of employees by 25%. 
By what percentage should it now decrease ttie sales staff 
so that the staff strength returns to its original level? 

(a) 20% (b) 25% (c) 33|% (d) 40% 

(e) 15% 

12. In a school, 40% of the students are boys. 80% of 
the boys are present on a certain day. If 1152 boys are 
present, the total school enrolment is: 

(a) 1440 (b) 2880 (c) 3600 

(d) 5400 (e) 5760 

13 The median of die numbers 8,5,7,5,9,9,1,8,10, 
5 and 10 is: 

(a) 5 (b) 7 (c) 8 (d) 9 

(e) 10 

14. The age of a father 10 years ago was thrice die age 
of his son. Ten years hence, the tether's age will be twice 
that of his son. The ratio of their present ages is: 

(fl)8:5 (b) 7:3 (c) 5:2 

(d)9:5 (e) 7:4 

15. The length erf wire of 0 2 mm radius that can be 
drawn after melting a solid copper sphere of diameter 18 
cm, is: 

(a) 243 m (b) 243 m (c) 2430 m 

(d) 24300m (e) 243000cm 

16. By selling an article for Rs 144, a man loses j of 

his outlay. By selling it for Rs 168, his gain or loss per coit 
is: 

(a) 20% loss (b) 20% gain 

(c) 4|%gain (d) 4|%loss 

(e) None of these 

17. The length of a rectangle is doubled while its 
breadth is halved. What is the percentage change in 
area? 

(8) 50 (b) 75 (c) nochai^ 

(<0 10 (e) None of these 

18. Acarcompletasa|oum«yin8hours.Itcovashaif 
the dMance at 40 Icm/hr and the rest at 60 km/hour. The 
length of the |oum^ is: 
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(a) 350 km (b) 420 km (c) 348 km 

(d) 384 km (e) 400 km 

19. A string 3ii cm long is laid along die circum¬ 
ference of a circle of radius 4 cm. How many degree are 
there in the arc covered by the string? 

(a) 150 (b) 135 (c) 120 (d) 105 

(e) 90 

20. If each dimension of a cube is doubled, its volume 
is multiplied by: 

(a) 2 (h) 3 (c) 4 id) 6 

ie) 8 

21. The length and width of a rectangle are respec¬ 
tively 8 cm lar^r and 4 cm shorter than the side of a 
square of equal area. What is the length of the side of the 
square? 

(a) 4 (b) 8 (c) 12 (d) 24 

(e) 40 

111 

22. If n is an integer and -z < - - < r, then; 

(a) n<4 (b) n>4 (c) n = 3 


(rf) n = ^ 


(e) cannot be determined 


23. If the cost of 21 cc^ies is the same as ^he selling 
price of 18 copies, then gain per cent is; 


{a) Uf/o ■ 
(d) 20% 


(b) 16|% 

(c) 23|% 


(c) 33i% 


. 24. By selling a radio for Rs 240, T lose 20%. What per 
cent shall I gain by sdling it for Rs 320? 

(a) ^% (b) 8|% (c) 16|% 

(«f) 5% (e) 10% 

25. A monkey ascends a greased pole 36 m high. He 
ascends 3 m in the first minute and descends 1 m in second 
minute, and so on. In what time does he reach the top? 
(a) 36 minutes (b) 33 minutes (c) 32 minutes 


(d) 33^minutes 


(e) 34^minutes 


_ ANSWERS AND SOLUTIONS _ 

1. (b) Tc^titer,A,B,C,D&Eput6300lettersperhour,that's 

12600 in 2 hrs. Remaining 11400 letters put by A, B & E 
with a speed of 3800 letters per hour. 

2. (b) Divide ms prcrfits of Rs 825 in the ratio of 9; 7:6. B's 

7 

share is ^ of Rs 825, or Rs ^.50. What he is left with 
is Rs 32.50. 

3. (c) ^ of the tank is 14 litres. Full tank is 14 

4. (a) Same as (3). 

5. {d) Requires no calcufition. The answer must be positive, 

ftiat leaves B & Oi It cannot be 2.958 so obviously D is 
the answer. 

6. (c) Sweets are 0.96^ onions 4.48 and milk 1.41r Add, and 

sid>tract film 20. Simple l»ll problem. 

7. (a) OutOf8mmbecs,7atenurses. 


As a percmtage » ^ X100. 

8 . (c) 9 indies to 24 inches, 3:8. 

9. (e) Substitute h 3= 400; t*-^ or t* 5. 

10. (d) Increase of 10 marks over 20 students is HetKe P -f 

11. (a) Staff increases by 25% to 200. Now reductiim is 40 on a 

total of 200, whidi is 20%. 

12. (c) If the total enrolment is X, 0.&C boys are preset of 0.4 of 

tile total. 0.32 x = 1152,x - 36(». 

13. (c) Arrange the numbers in ascendiitg order. The middle 

point is the median. 

14. (b) Let the age 10 years ago be x and 3x years. Ten years 

hence they will be 3x 20 and x 'i- 20 years old. 3x 20 
312(x + 20). Solving for x » 20. Present ages are 3x +10 
and X +10 years. 

15. (d) Volume of the sphere is ■|it(9)’» 927 Jt cm®. 

2 2 

Radius=y^cm/ Volume » k (y^)* h=927 it cm. Solve 
fbrh. 

16. (f) Sellingprice = 144,Loss = ^.Loss®X-144 = ^X. 

Solve for x. 

17. (c) Old area is xy. New area is (2x)(^). Hence no chaiige. 

18. (d) Let the distance be x. t:s-, 

s 

+ f X = 8. Solve for X. 

2 40 2 60 

19. (b) Circtnnferenceoftiiecircleis2it(4)s8iccm.1hearcof3 

It cm is ^ which is | of 360“. 

Sit 8 

20. (c) Ldtitesideofthecubebex. Volume = x®. New volume 

= (2x)® = 8x® 

21. (b) Let the square's area be X®. 

Then x® = (x + 8) (x -4). Sc4ve for x. 

22. (ft) Substitute backwards the value of n. 

23. (b) Let tire cost price be Re 1. Then 18 x = 21 wherex is the' 

21 2 

selling price of a copy. x = y^, which is 161%. . 

240 20 

24. (a) Costprice® —®te300.Nowgain®~xl00% 

25. (e) The mcmkey ascends 34 m in 34 min. The balance 2m is 

covered in ~ minutes. 

SCORE 

22—25 Excellent 
20—22 Good 
15—20 Fair 
ANALYSIS 

Questicm Nos. 3, 5,7, 8, 9,10,11,17,20, 22, 24 are 
almost mental matits and should ^ done in 30 seconds, 
widrout sciriUiling. Question No. 25 is typteal while Qu%- 
tirin No.'lScanbe donewrcmgly if fine isin alhuny. The 
ofiiets are 1 minute questions. 

Reinendrei; botti speed and acouacy are important. 
There is no point rumng throo^'tiie questions if ac-^ 
curacy is missing. The questions m .Level i what are. 
asked ly many instituiee which foOcNv die i^MATMath.. 
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ADMI8SI0NALERT 
me coMPeimoN MASTER’S Quax TO 

MANAQEMENTIKLA1ED COURS& 
TfuscolumnisslafMasaatuvletloslmMntsandgivafVm 
ackmslpn naScaa of mOMona that $n sM Institutas 
shouki sand US their Infommllon w^ltnadvaicaao^atitcan be 
feMufad ki the co/umn Students are advised to see thstrawn 
suilabilltySfhitsapplying, thlseoksmlsnotarecomniendahonof 
anykistituts 

1 Master of Busbiass AAnbiislratien (MBA) A Master of 
Parsennat Msnagsmsnt A Industrial Ralations 
OUPMAIR)—(2*yaar, full tima) Eligibility Recognised 
bach^r's degree with at least 50% marks In aggregate 
Last date 12 June Entrance Test 1 July Apply to Co>or- 
dinator MBA Admission, Office of the Vice Chancellor, Guru 
Nanak Dev Umversity, Amntsar Fes Cash payment Rs 
100, By poet Rs 125 

2 Masters Proaamma In Business Managainsnt--<2-year, 
fulttims) Eligibility Graduates or CA/CS with minimum 50% 
maiks in aggregate Last date 12 June Apply to Institute 
of Management Education and Research, Post Box No 
504, Sthoiik Ra] Bhawan Pandit Nehru Road, lllakwadt, 
Belgaum-'SgO006 Fee Rs200 

3 MBA—(2 year, full time} Eligibility Graduate with mininnum i 
55% marto Last date 30 June Apply to Registrar An> 
namalai University. Annamalainagar—608 002 FSe Rs 
200 

4 Programnw in Planning A Management—(3-year, foil 
time) Last date 17 June Apply to Indian Institute of Plai¬ 
ning A Management, B12, ISI 10, institutional Area, Lodi 
Road New Delhi—110 003 Fee Rs200 

5 MBA—(2-year, full time or 3 year part-time) Eligibility 
Bachelor/PG degree with 50% marks For part-time 45% 
marks and 2 years' work experience Entrance test 25 
June Apply to Deputy Registrar (Pub), MD University, 
Rohtak Fee Rs 265 

6 Master of Business Eeonomies (MBE>—EligibNity 
Graduate with at least 50% marks Last date 26 June 
Written Examination 8 July Apply to Head, Deptt 
Economics, Pun|abi Univerdfy Patiata—147 002 Fee Rs 
100 

DISTANCE LEARMNQ PROQRAimeS 
1 Qk-aduate/Post graduate diploma far MaterMa Manage¬ 
ment (QDMMfPQOMM)—(3 years) Apply to Indian in¬ 
stitute of Materials Management, 247 Raheja Arcade, 
Koramangala, Bangalore—560 095 Fes RsSO Last date 
IS June 

Z Post Graduate Diplomas in Management—Eligibility 
Graduate or 10+2 with $ years expertenos in present Job 
Apply to Chairman (Distance Learning), IMT PB No 137, 
Rfl( Nagar, Qhazlabad—201 001 Fee Rs 275 Last date 
15 June 

3 Diploma In Managemani-^One year) Elloibitity 
Graduate Theory sessions vMl be airadon Zee TV Apply 
to Naraae Monjas Institute of Management Studes, VL 
Mehta Road. Parte (\^, Bombay—400 056 Fise Rs 

100 Last date 31 July 

i MBA—Blgibiiity Graduate Apply to Regiatrar(MBACell), 
Maduns Kamare^ Untearsity. Madurai—625 021 Fee Rs 
250 laatdato StMy 

S MBA Foundation Course-Eiiglbltty 10»2 or Baohelorta 
Degree (9-12 months), Apply to TN Admisaions Offlcar, 
(MBAF).lCFAIBu6ineas8ch^,RoidNo 3,Bta^Hils, 
Hyderabad—600 034 Peec Fta 50. Gburse fee'Ra 2900 
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asiKcesshil 
career in Sales 


Abw wdre sure youll wont to 
Know vmof oo coeMauas ono 
books hove to do with building o 
Mcouiful coraer m Soist I Writ, 
III very sMipio 

When you enrol for the BQEAAPLAR fyogram m SoRirtg SIcBt 
through Distance Looming bom lASkMC, yoVtt gel oH the 
troining youn over need to bwU o succomIuI career m Solos 
A career that will not only mokr you o lot of money but oho 
o professional m your own nghf 

The specially de v eloped muHimoifia teaching m e thodology 
developed specially for llw program wco t pomtes vidoo, 
audm and text b o o ed troming moduloe dm! toadies you 
everything obout Sales So that when you do take up 0 |eb 
m the Salw hmction. you ore way ah^ of die olhm 

And whofS more, die OQSMFLAR Rogram m Sedmg Skilb IS 
brought to you by TASMAC-one of die (west monogsment 
training insktuSomm the country WMioMiafeon to foreign 
Universilies os weU as Indian msMutos, it has trained over 
3000 students m the toil four years 

So, if anybody teds you that watcheig TV or kstanmg to o 
few cassettes is useleu. tell him about the EXEMPLAR 
Program m Selling SkiHs from TASMAC 

A career m Sales has beHor |ob pracpods than any career 
Whedser its computers, monufadunng or e n g m een ng And 
almost Iwo-diirds of the entry level soles sseciibves become 
monopafv m wo id vinaa yooff 

Now we^re sure you would like to know more about 
EXEMPLAR Al you hove to don sand us Rs 50/-by 00/ 
IPO/MO for 0 detodad prospectus obeU dw exemplar 

rTDpnmi m aaainp anoi MHiDpaiiupopraQiflPwCQrair 

opdon f _ I" ' "- r -- 1 -—' I" M 


TRAmma AND AOVANCn BTUOIfB m 
MANAQillfllT A COMMIlMCAnOPIS 
CR, Shordaram park. 37/37A Sassoon Rood, 
Near Jshe wg i r H espi tel k Pune 4t I Ml 


























Recent Happenings 


SAPTA 


The South Asian Preferential 
IVade Agreement (SAPTA) wilt be¬ 
come operational on December 8, 
1995. The SAARC foreign muiisters 
endorsed the exchange of lists of 
commodities for duty concessions 
among member countnes on April 
30 The launching of SAPTA will 
coincide wifo foe lOfo anniversary, of 
foe formation of SAARC The com¬ 
merce ministers of foe member States 
will hold a meeting eifoer in Decem¬ 
ber or ^rly next year to give final 
shape to the inter-SAARC trade 
under foe SAPTA agreement 

The ministers considered im¬ 
plementing components such as 
patatariff, non-tanff and direct trade 
measures within a specific hme 
frame to carry forward foe process of 
trade liberalisation into foe SAARC 
region. A freer flow of investment, 
tedinology and trade is foe basic aim. 
It is now increasingly recognised foat 
a larger market consbtuted by a free 
trade area or preferentiat trade arran¬ 
gements among nations of a region 
attract direct foreign Investment 
more readily and the smaller 
countries which are a part of such a 
large market are significant 
beneficiaries. The SAARC members 
hope to achieve effective self-rdiance 
and regional cooperation with foe 
usecrffoeircomlnned talents^ resour¬ 
ces, cafiabilities and people jfo an ita 
of dynamic transformation in world 
trade and formatirm of various allhuv 
ces, SAPTA is in line wifo foe need of 
the hour. 

To promote Intra-r^ond trade, 
India offered tariff concessions cm 
106 items under SAPTA. Pakistan of¬ 
fered concessicma on 35 items, Sri 
Lanka cm 31, fomgMcsh oh IZ and 

im juLvas coMPtmioNitaaiheft 


Nepal, Maldives and Siutui on 14, 
17 and seven items respectively. 

However, foere are certain harsh 
realities that tiie region faces which 
need to be remembered. Ihe region is 
one of the poorest in the world. 
About 40 per cent of foe total popula¬ 
tion is very poor Tliough resources 
are enough, tiiey lie wasted and un¬ 
tapped The low volume of interna¬ 
tional trade—$ 40 billion—is an 
indicator of the low level of develi^ 
ment. Only about 10 per cent of this is 
mtra regional. Ther^ore, there is in¬ 
tense capital scardty, which means 
that even if technok^ is available 
for export, foere may be no way of 
funding it either by the seller or 
buyer. Pditical ditierences (especial¬ 
ly between India and Pakistan) delay 
the efficient implementation of 
SAPTA. For example, htdia is recog¬ 
nised as one of the biggest exporters 
in equipment like sewing needles 
and some electrtaal equipment, but 
Pakistan imports foese from USA 
only. Smilarly, Sri Lanka is a major 
rubber eiqxxrter but India inqxxrts her 
needs from Malaysia. Such political 
differences and ofoer nujor hurdles 
need to be sorted out before SAPTA 
takes some shape. 

The treaty is at best a tentative 
begirmtag. The list is confined to 
226 commodities only and the duty 
reduction is nominal. Moreover, tiie 
trade structure is chaotic. The 
political will also comes under 
suspidmt. 

Rut SAPTA is more than just a 
loose arrangement on paper. Bn- 
coun^ed by tite response to SAPTA, 
the SAARC decide^ on May 1, to 
establish a Soufo Atim Free Itade 
Area (SAFIA) as eaudy as possttile 


SAPTA fous is a foundation for the 
ultimate goal of achieving^ flexible 
trade regime in the area. The region 
would benefit If tiiey can leave pditi¬ 
cal aniiiKisities behind, cross all other 
hurdles and fully utilise their 
economic potentials 

Finance Bill 

On May 23, the Lok Sabha ap¬ 
proved the Finance Bill 1995 by a 
voice vote. With foe passage, foe 
Union Budget 1995-96 and all its 
taxation proposals will take effect 
The Finance Muuster Dr Manmohan 
Singh promised to keep inflation 
under check but rejected foe 
(^position's demand to forther raise 
the personal Income tax exemption 
linut 

Dr Smgh pointed out that foe 
bud^t was carrying forward the 
process of reforms. The reforms 
have effectively attacked poverty, 
injected self-reliance into the 
economy and generated new 
employment c^portunities. Hie I-T 
exemption limit could not be raised 
as foat would erode the scarce 
resource pMition. He also cau> 
tioned foe States to be mord Careful 
abcjfutRscal deficito. 

Price control, he said, could be 
done through containing fiscal 
deficit liberal impculs of essential 
cotttnw^ittaS and reduction of ex» 
dse duties. If the economy maiii*. 
taincd tile present growfo rate of 
over five percent thm da^eciptiver* 
^ in the countty could be madk* 
eated and cmplo^ent could be 
provided for aU mlfoin foe next 10 
years, tiie Indian Industtfpfoad 
shown postihrc eigita. It gner at • 
foster tuta fo 1994*95 capital 
good* ianspett elone re^psteting 20 
peccant 



Model Paragraphs 


''IVell begun is half done". 

Human life is measured in 
terms of timdy actions and tiidr 
fruitful results. Too much of con- 
tonplation and too littfe of concrete 
acticm end in diss4>ation of ener¬ 
gies Having gone liuoug^ and cnh' 
cally analysed the success stodes of 
others, one comes to ttie mevitable 
conclusion that any action backed 
by c^portune nrament and coor¬ 
dination of head, heart and hands, 

IS bound to prove rewarding Veit 
the successful completion of any 
work. Its beginning ought to be 
meticulous and well-timed In fact 
there is notiiing as exciting inde^ir 
ulting as the hearty start of an 
enterpnse witii heart and soul work¬ 
ing towards its happy ending. We 
are oidowed with acuities botii 
physical as weli^as intellectual. 
Thmfore, it is mcundient upon us 
to iratiate and direct our etiorte in 
such a way that each mesnent of our 
life contributes to our welfare. 
Neitiier half-hearted measures nor 
the starting of a work by fits and 
sferts, can lead usartywhere near 
our goals, hi the race of life, only 
those taste tiie nectar of success 
yeho make a studied start and 
believe in the proverb that anything 
Svell begun is almost half-done'. 

"Handsome is he that 
handsmne does". 


To ttw disoeming eyes, beauty 
human body feslw dew 
whereas Hs real wodfelfea m nei^e' 
thoughts feuutiatedhito dedicated 
deeds. C^ythoa»^bo ewnot see 
beyond Ihw nose jed|R Ilie by its 
external dcsttPnie but mose 
With iitiuldve evaluate it in 

4m scales ottd^mdvbton. 
White dwiktegaa b d SwfenM rrt^ 
apd ha vaiyiiu moodily we should 
rtptfaecamaa^ey tv 
gbttaclfecaaite'a^ 

ahwi^go|d'l*H)9h:4ildia)rav a nine 


eyes, beauty 


days wonder, is bound to decay nd 
die but moral inmesand spiritual 
strength manifested through human 
actions are sure to outlive botii the 
performers as well as their contem- 
poranes Creative and performing 
arts speak for the excellence of those 
nunds that are not the daves of any 
make-up or cosmetic treatment of 
their physical personality Life is en¬ 
riched by such colossal nunds as are 
guided by the inherent stamnui of 
their character It is not very hard to 
come by examples of such persons 
as may be ugly or not so hmdsome 
to look at but their ideas, outlook 
and actions may be a rare treat or a 
source of inspiration They are m 
tile true sense of the word hand- 


"Change is not made 
without inconvenience, 
even from worse to better". 

—Richard Hooh^ 
Change is the most natural 
phenomenon of life. It tAkes places 
amrmg all ^ledes, frams and icr- 
mats tiwt constitute the cosmos The 
giant-iike civilisation of today is (he 
result of changes over a long period 
of time, where botii nature and man 
havp shed many of their original fea- 
turds and tiuis lAade it possible to 
move ttom worse conditions of ex¬ 
istence to tite better ones Buttocem- 
strue tiiat the process of change, 
fh»n die nomadic life to the settied 
life, has been without pain, is to 
miw tiiepotat. Since no change IS 
Without inconvenience, even mm 
worse to belter, it is but natural that 
in order to effect changes, many 
traditions, customs, hiMts and even 
bebefehave lobe given up-. Mental 
bsirtetshave to be breken and 
some of the sodd taboos have to be 
given a burial, tiiough with regret 
and ichictanee. The windsetf 
chai^ are Mowing itil Ate time, and 
as human be kjg s We ipaanot afford 


to remain aloof and unaffected by 
them Just as changes m human 
make-up end in old age and infir¬ 
mity and are inescapable, simikriy 
changes m social milieu and 
human relations are inevitable The 
resistance put up by mind is never 
too strong to witiistand the changes 
that are bound to alter the com¬ 
plexion of our conduct and charac¬ 
ter 

"A feeble body enfeebles 
the mind". 

—RousMti 

Of all the gifts of nature, sound 
health occupws the pnde of place m 
human life 'Sound mind in a heal¬ 
thy body' IS an age-old axiom that 
has always captivated human im¬ 
agination and medical science On 
t^ contrary, a feeble body is a 
source of so many ailments, the 
worst being the weak mmd—a 
haunting place for fears and phan¬ 
toms If sound body is a blessing, 
the weak one is a conspicuous curse 
that one has to carry on wiUy-niUy 
A feeble body can seldmn face tiie 
vagaries of time The wcHSt victim 
of a weak body is tiie all-active 
mind that gets rusted and restive if 
It has to cope with the failing Bmbs 
and sickly organs like hands, feet, 
heart and the like A weak mind is 
unable to concentrate onanythmg 
wofth-wlyle and thus becomes a 
prisoner of body whidi too is the 
sufferer of so many handicaps Un¬ 
less the human mind is robust and 
vigorous, no creative activity is pos- 
siMe A feeble body like a weak and 
chKken-hearted friend renders the 
mind highly vulnerable to 
psychol^cal strains and stresses, 
as a result of which life becomes a 
listless and insipid affair Just as we 
cannot rdy tqian the support and 
succour ot a weak fnend, in the 
same vein we cannot hope to find a 
strong mind in a weak body 
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PEBSONAUTYOEVaDFMENT 


Judicious Use of 
Time-Wealth 


Webster's dictionary defines 
"leisure" as "time at one's 
command" Therefore, iebure pur¬ 
suits should be of our own choice. 
Our use of leisure time should reflect 
and shape our personality 

Spending leisure time on 
'pleasures' or entertainment is fast 
becoming a habit Television sets are 
swtiched on, on entering a room, left 
on if visitors call. Video films hll a 
major chunk of leisure time in many 
families. Machines consume spare 
time—the gold-dust of our life 

If the present rate of growth in 
automahon and standard of living is 
maintained, then our leisure time will 
be even further increased. It is impor¬ 
tant that we devote ourselves to 
meanmgful recreation to avoid die 
corroding effects of 'entertainment'. 

There is a danger if leisure be¬ 
comes just a habit to entertain. Habit 
can stable the personality. We are 
naturaUv inclined to cling to our 
habits which are compared witii iron 
shirts. 

Allport on personality has said: 
"A few conventional habits, some 
fossils of politico-economic beliefs 
serve many people to their own satis- 
factiim " 

Increased time-wmilth is likely to 
lead to several problems unless one 
has cultivated a sound and rational 
attitude to leisure. 

Professor Dumasedier, a French 
authority, has said: "Man uses his 
free time as he sees fit and nobody 
has the right to tell him how to spend 
it. After ali, a human being has tiM 
right to be lazy." 

This is the greatest danger of 
leisure. It dimbiishes man's useful¬ 
ness as a social being. His usefulness 


is determined by his contribution to 
society whether it is in his woridng or 
leisure hours 1 fence the right to be 
lazy pales into insignificance before 
the duty to be useful. 

Dangers 

HFN society finds ways and 
means to reduce the burden of 
work, it is not putting premium on 
idleness It is simply showing its in¬ 
terest in die welfare of the individual 

It wants him to enrich his life, 
further his development so that his 
contribution to society Increases or 
improves in ijualily. If the individual, 
to exercise his right to be lazy, does 
not use leisure to Dcnefit, he is asking 
society to wididraw it from him. 

The right-to-be-lazy-attitude 
creates a host of problems. It 
atrophies faculties resulting in a 
progressive reduction in die desire to 
work. There is a tuidency to lead a 
soft life with all its attendant adverse 
effects A majority of heart cases owe 
dieir predicament toa longsedantaiy, 
life. TOiedom stems hom inabilite to 
use leisure in physical and mental ac¬ 
tivity and ruggedness. 

A return to some of the activities, 
rugged life and routine of the ances¬ 
tors may not be possible but the 
modem man can ciy a halt in his soft 
life by not taking a malk in his car or 
on his scooter. 

Uncharted leisure nurtures 
boredom. Boredom leads to a trinity 
of evils: drink, drugs, and over¬ 
spending. All these create false 
events, thrills but slowly destroy 
man. 

Boredom seeks excitement for its 
alleviation. It causes unhappiness ber 
cause it stems from a frustrated 
desire for events. Man wants some¬ 


thing to happen which enables him to 
know one day from anodier 

Lack of useful activity pushes 
man to create artificial events to tell 
one day from another Pleasure-seek¬ 
ing is no antidote to boredom. Only 
useful, constructive or creative ac¬ 
tivity combats bor^om 

Readymade recreation is a 
greater danger to disintegration of 
our creative faculties than is realized. 
The cinema, for example, divorces es¬ 
sential humim faculties from their 
vital functions Gradually, the 
atrophied feculties are aroused only 
by the grossest stimulants and worst 
form of violence, depravity and vul¬ 
garity It 'prostitutes' leisure tinw. 

Synthetic recreation 

YNTHETIC recreation creates a 
strong desire for that thmg called 
pleasure. Aldous Huxley has 
warned: "...of ali the various poisons 
which modern civilization by a 
process of auto-intoxication, brews, 
quietly within its own bowls, few are 
more deadly (while none appears 
more harmless) than the curious and 
appalling thing that is technically 
known as pleasure The horrors of 
modem plrasuire arise horn the feet 
that every kind of organiKd distrac- ' 
ti<8i tends to become progresrively 
more and more imbecile" 

The hint is unmistakable. In 
order to profit £rom leisure, man has ‘ 
to engage hi activity which calls for 
his physical, emotional and intellec¬ 
tual involitement * 

A ndstakoi notion about leisure 
can easily make us stun^ hi an easy 
chair, listening to banal radio 
piqgcamiBi^sUpphig oves pages of 
syrupy joiu^ls, or senseMs bm- 
guianing in the name of teipxaiioru 
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In this world of stress and ten¬ 
sion, relaxation is necessary but it 
need not be so involving as to result 
in intellectual decay or physical 
deterioration. 

Unplaimed time-wealth, like 
money, results in degeneration. 
Modem youdi is an exam];rie Having 
more time tiran can handle or 
use, they are turning to drink, drugs 
and ottier self-destroying activity for 
"kicks". 

Gordon and Klopov, authors of 
"Man After Work", say, "It is such 
innocent eating and driiucing that not 
infrequently create the danger of 
wasting one's free time, squandering 
it ratiicr than using it for furthering 
one's individual devdopment" 

Leisure is meant to dissipate ten¬ 
sion and anxiety bom of stress of hist 
life. But vast stretches of unplanned 
time frighten pec^ie. Careful han¬ 
dling of tiicse stretches to time needs 
honesty and communication with the 
self which few people have or caie|o 
cultivate. As a result, th^ fail to 
handle these stretches profitably or 
creatively. 

Week-end neurosb 

E vidence is plUng up in favour of 
the theory that leisuie increases 
neurotic tenaencies in pieople unable 
to cope with themselves. 

Such people usually are afraid of 
holidays which make them tense. 
They suffer from Sunday or week¬ 
end crisis. Their depression in¬ 
creases. Surveys in many countries 
have revealed that accidents, suicides 
and fits of melancholy swing up 
during vacations. 

An intematicmal survey covering 
several countries has shown that 
women devote 75 to 100 per cent of 
their leisure time to duu, routine 
chores. This gives a lie to the widely 
held tiieory lhat increase in leisiue 
nstuiallv impiDvee one's culture and 
cieativ^. 

The troii^le is that many of us do 
not have ttie faintest idea how to use 
time-wealdt profitably. 

Mai^ mb-lnfiKmed people think 
fiiat leisure means 'no w(w'> It is 
time for sheer staenatfon diat comes 
from idUenres. In^ overiook fhSit 
real lelsura means estsblialUng a 
rhydim'betwaen work spare 


tiixw—activity and rest 

A few simple rales can enable us 
to escape boredom—^the modern 
malady of the fashionable man in 
quest of pleasures. 

Being selective 
I^NE step to sinful leisure b to be 
V^selective. We cannot read every 
word printed, sec every film made or 
every television programme broad¬ 
cast. This means time is short. We 
make it shorter because we drag our 
feet, lack enthusiasm and do not try 
to be good at anything. 


Mark TWain wrote- "That work 
consists of whatever a body is 
c^liged to do and that play consbts of 
whatever a body is not obliged to 
do." 


It is the spirit in which leisure is 
approached ttiat is important While 
it IS important to provide for sheer 
relaxation, we must always beware 
lest leisure time han^ upon our 
hands and we wonder disconsolately 
what to do about it 


Have a target This tai^et will 
depend on specific leisure interest. 
The choice should be a purely in¬ 
dividual one A point here is that a 
leisure interest dues not have to sur- 
cped in the conventional sense of the 
word. 

Good reading b where the target 
is to learn sometoing new. Garden¬ 
ing, the satisfying aim of CHdering 
natural beauty. Se^g, the pracHcu 
target of creating sometiting. In join¬ 
ing a club the mam target is to make 
social contacb or rcxreatimi. 

To make leisure time profitable, 
we must have definite ideas as to 
how to do that Unplanned iei&ure 
usually goes waste. It is Ifice vbiting a 
park or library the day it is closed! 

Caieful planniiig 

C AREFUL planning of time and 
action ados coruoda^bly to fire 
enjoyment and utility of leisure. Most 
of us have a shifting target. Hanning 
pays but it can lead to waste of ener¬ 
gy if carried to absurd lengths. 

A student may spend so much 
time preparing time-tables, 
schedules of work, looking into past 
examination papers that he b left 
with IHfie time for actual preparation! 

WejSre witnessing a knowledge 


explosion. The frontiers of 
knowledge are extending every day, 
every hour. It is becoming humanfy 
impos^ble to keep pace witii the 
spate of fresh knowledge. Yet, leisure 
time is the only time which can 
enable us to catch up with it, in how¬ 
ever small a way. 

The reward is twofold: it stimu¬ 
lates the mind and makes us more 
inquisitive to seek further 
knowledge, and resulb in personal 
significance, raising us in our own 
estimation. 

The essence of creativity in 
leisure ccmiprises in regarding it as a 
digrresion from routine wmk, for 
healthy enjoyment, for breaking fresh 
ground in hobbies which adds a new 
dimension to personality 

It ^ould save one from gossip 
sessions and convert time into a con¬ 
tinual benefit which overflows mto 
work or study. 

I.ebute welt-spent is as impor¬ 
tant as work well done. Both are es¬ 
sential to balance and harmony of 
daily life Nothing else reflects a 
person's personalify more than the 
manner in which he spends his 
lebure tune. 

It will read amusing when we say 
"use your time" Reason? Most of our 
youngsters and middle-aged men foil 
to distinguish between 'using' and i 
'frittering' it away on trifles. j 

Looking at a bunch of middle- J 
aged men talking idly, Chinese 
ttiinker, Lm Yu Tang observed: they 
are swapping scandals 

It dqjends on you how you use 
or mbuse gNd-dust of time. You can 
learn the art of leisure and cultivate 
your better self or deganerate physi¬ 
cally and maitally. 

The Idea of leisure is that it 
should have the effect of renewing 
one for return to tiie daily grind wm 
freshness and more energy. 

The manual worker should find 
time for cultural and mental pursuits. 
The brain-woriicer is well advised to 
use hb leisure in physKpal ones. 

The fact that we can seek expres¬ 
sion denied to us in our daily routine, 
should lead to a widening of interest, 
activity, ^11 and heiu» enrichment 
of peieonalify. 
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FACTS ABOUT SCIENCE 


Chemical Elements 

9 


Chemical elements are the fun¬ 
damental materials of which all mat¬ 
ter IS composed. From the modem 
viewpoint, a substance that cannot be 
decomposed into simpler substances 
by ordinary chemical prtKesses is, by 
definition, an element. 

At present there are 110 known 
chemical elements. (The discovery of 
element 110, reported in 1987 by 
Soviet scientists, remains uncon¬ 
firmed, however, and is still con¬ 
sidered extremely tentative) 
Elements can combine with one 
another to form a wide variety of 
more complex substances called 
compounds. The number of possible 
compounds is almost infinite, per¬ 
haps a million are known, and more 
are being discovered every day 
When two or more elements combine 
to form a compound, they lose their 
separate identities, and the product 
has characteristics quite different 
from those of the constituent ele¬ 
ments. The gaseous elements 
hydrogen and oxygen, for example, 
with quite different properbes, can 
combine to form the compound 
water, which has altogether different 
properties from either oxygen or 
hydrogen. Water clearly is not an ele¬ 
ment because it consists of, and ac¬ 
tually can be decomposed chemically 
into, the two substances hydrog«i 
and oxygen; diese two substances, 
however, are elements because they 
cannot be decomposed into simpler 
substances by any known chemical 
process. Most samples of naturally 
occurring matter are physical mix¬ 
tures of compounds. Smwater, for ex¬ 
ample, is a mixture of water and a 
large number of other compounds, 
the most common of which is sodium 
cMoride, or table salt. Mixtures differ 
from compounds in that ihey can be 


separated into their component parts 
by physical processes; for example, 
the simple process of evaporation 
separates water from the other com¬ 
pounds in seawater. 

Historical development of the 
concept of element: The modem con¬ 
cept of an element is unambiguous, 
depending as it docs on the use of 
chemical and physical processes as a 
means of discriminating elements 
from compounds and mixtures The 
existence of fundamental substances 
from which all matter is made, how¬ 
ever, has been the basis of much 
theoretical speculation since the 
dawn of history. The ancient Greek 
philosophers Thales, Anaximenes, 
and Heracleitus each suggested that 
all matte is composed of one essen¬ 
tial principle—or element 1 hales 
believed this element to be water; 
Anaximenes suggested air; and 
Heracleitus, fire Another Greek 
philosopher, Empedocles, expressed 
a different belief—that ail substances 
are composed erf four elements- air, 
earth, fire, and* water. Aristotle 
agreed and emphasized that these 
four elements are bearers of fun¬ 
damental properties, dryness and 
heat being associated with fire, heat 
and moisture with air, moisture and 
cold with water, and edd and dry¬ 
ness with earth. In the thinking of 
these philosophers all other substan¬ 
ces were supposed to be combina¬ 
tions of the ^r elements, and ttie 
properties of substances were 
thought to reflect their elemental 
compositions. Thus, Greek ffiought 
encompassed the idea foat all matter 
could be understood in terms of 
elemental qualities; in ffds sense; the 
elements fliemselves were thou^of 
as nonmaterial. TheGreek conceMof 
an e^ent, which was accepted for 


nearly 2,000 years, contained only 
one aspect of the modem deflni- 
tion—namely, that elements have 
characteristic properties. 

In the latter part of the Middle 
Ages, as alchemists became more 
sophisticated in foeir knowledge of 
chemical processes, the Greek con¬ 
cepts of the composition of matter be¬ 
came less satisfactory. Additional 
elemental qualities were introduced 
to accommodate newly discovered 
chemical transformations Thus, sul¬ 
fur came to represent the quality of 
combustibility, mercury that of 
volatility or fluidity, and salt that of 
fixity in fire (or incombustibility) 
These three alchemical elements, or 
principles, also represented abstrac- 
bems of properbes reflecHng the na¬ 
ture of matter, not physical 
substances. 

The important difference be¬ 
tween a mixture and a chemical 
compound eventually was un¬ 
derstood, and in 1661 the English 
chemist Robert Boyle recognized 
the fundamental nature of ,a 
chemical element. He argued 
that the four Greek elements 
could not be the real chemical 
elements because they cannot 
combine to form other substan¬ 
ces nor can they be extracted 
from other substances. Boyle 
stressed the physical nature of 
elements and related them to the 
compounds they formed in the 
modern operational way. 

In 1789 flte French dremist An- 
toine-Laurent Lawoisier ptiblished 
whatndg^tbeconaiclered Bst 
of elemental substances based on 
Bo^s definitioa Lavoisier'a Vat of 
elements was estidilidied on the baida 
of a careful (j^iantHative study eff 
deebmposifioti and riecodd^im^otn 
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reactions. Because he could not 
devise experiments to decompose 
certain substances, or to form 
them from known elements, 
Lavoisier included in his list of 
elements such substances as lime, 
alumina, and silica, which now 
are known to be very stable com* 
pounds That Lavoisier still 
retained a measure of influence 
from the ancient Greek concept of 
the elements is indicated by his 
inclusion of light and heat 
(caloric) among the elements. 

Seven substances recognized 
today as elements (le., gold, silver, 
copper, iron, lead, tin, and mercury) 
were known to the ancients because 
they occur in nature ui relatively pure 
form Sixteen ottier elements were 
discovered m the second half of the 
18th century, when methods of 
separating eiements from their com¬ 
pounds ^came better understood 
Eighty-two more followed, after die 
introduction of quantitative analyti¬ 
cal methods 

The atomic nature of the ele¬ 
ments: Paralleiing the development 
of the concept of elements was an 
understanding of die nature of mat¬ 
ter. At various times in history, matter 
has been considered to be eidier con¬ 
tinuous or discontinuous. Con¬ 
tinuous matter is postulated to be 
homogeneous and divisible widiout 
limit, each part exhibiting identical 
properties regardless of size. This 
was essentially the point of view 
taken by Aristotle when he as¬ 
sociated his elemental qualities with 
cmitinuous matter. Discontinuous 
matter, on the other hand, is con¬ 
ceived of as particulate—that is, 
divisible only up toa point, the point 
at which certain bask units called 
atoms are reached. According to this 
concept, also known as the atomic 
hypothesis, subdivision of the 
basic unit (atom) could give rise 
only to particles with profoundly 
different properjtids. Atoms, then, 
would be die ultimate carriers of 
the pTOpecties associated w^th 

bulk matter.* 

« 

TIte ehHnlo hypotibesis is UMially • 


credited to the Greek philosopher 
Democritus, who considered all mat¬ 
ter to be composed of atoms of the 
four elements—earth, air, fire, and 
water. But Aristotle's concept of con¬ 
tinuous matter ^erally prevailed 
and influenced thought until ex¬ 
perimental findings in the 16th coi- 
tury forced a return to the atomic 
theory. Two types of experimental 
evidence gave support to the atomic 
hypothesis: first, the detailed be¬ 
haviour of gaseous substances and, 
second, the quantitative weight 
relationships observed widi a variety 
of chemical reactions. The English 
chemist John Dalton was the first to 
explain the empirically derived laws 
of chemical combination by postulat¬ 
ing the existence of atoms with uni¬ 
que sets of properties At the time, 
chemical combining power (valence) 
and relative atomic weights were the 
properties of most interest. Sub¬ 
sequently numerous independent ex¬ 
perimental verifications of the atomic 
hypothesis were carried out, and 
today it is universally accepted. In¬ 
deed, in 1969 individual uranium 
and tlwrium atoms were actually ob¬ 
served by means of an electron 
micrcocope. 

The structure of atoms. Atoms of 
elemental substances are themselves 
complex structures composed of 
more fundamental particles called 
protons, neutixMis, and electrons. Ex¬ 
perimental evidence indicates that, 
within an atom, a small nucleus, 
which generally contains bo1;h 

C rotons and neutrons, is surrounded 
y a swarm, or cloud, of electrons. 
The fundamental properties of these 
subatomic particles are their weight 
and electrical charge. Whereas 
protons carry a positive chaige and 
electrtms a negative one, neutrons are 
electrically neutral. Ihe diameter of 
an atom (about lO*^ centimetre) is 
10,000 times larger than that of its 
nucleus. Neutrons and protons, 
which are collectively called 
nucleons, have relative weights of 
apprqxiinately one atomic mass unit, 
whereas an electron is only about 
1/:^ os heav^. Because neutrons 
end piolPhs UoAur In the nucleus, vir¬ 


tually an of the mass of the atexn is 
concentrated there. The number of 
protons in the nucleus is equivalent 
to the atomic number of die element. 
The total number of protons and 
neutrons is called the mass number 
because it equals the relative weight 
of that atom compared to other 
atoms. Because the atom itself is 
electrically, neutral, the atomic 
number represents not only the 
number of ptotona, or positive char¬ 
ges, in the nucleus but also the 
number of electrons, or negative 
charges, in the extranuciear region 
of the atom. 

The chemical characteristks of 
elements are intimately related to die 
number and arrangement of 
electrons in their atoms. Hius, ele¬ 
ments are completely distinguishable 
from each oth^ by their atomic num¬ 
bers The reahzatKHi that such is the 
case leads to another detmition of an 
element, namely, a substance, all 
atoms of which have the same atomic 
number 

Careful experimental examina- 
ticwi of naturally occurring samples of 
many pure eiehients shows that not 
all the atoms present have the same 
atomic weight, even thou^ they all 
have the same atomic number. Such a 
situation can occur only if the atoms 
have different numbers of neutrons 
in their nuclei Such groups of 
atoms—^with the same atomic num¬ 
ber, but with different relative 
weights—are called isotopes. The 
number of isotopic forms that a 
naturally occurring element posses¬ 
ses ranges from one (eg., fluorine) to 
as many as ten (eg, tin); most of the 
elements have at least two isotopes. 
The atomic weight of an element is 
usually determined on large num¬ 
bers of atoms containing the 
natural distribution of isotopes, 
and, thereford^ it represents the 
average isotopic weight of the atoms 
consdfuting me sample More recent¬ 
ly, precision mass-spectrometnc 
me^ods have been used to deter¬ 
mine the distribution and weights of 
isotopes in various naturally occur¬ 
ring san^les of elements. 
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Economic Glossary 


Concepts related to National 
Income Accounting 

1. Domestic Territoiy. In Na¬ 
tional Income Accounting, the term 
Domestic Territory includes the fol¬ 
lowing: {ft) Territory lying within the 
political frontiers, including ter¬ 
ritorial waters of the country {b) ships 
and aircraft operated by the residents 
of the country between two or more 
countries (r) Fishing vessels, oil and 
natural gas rigs and floating plat¬ 
forms operated by the residents of the 
country in the international waters or 
engaged in extraction in areas in 
which the country has exclusive 
rights of exploitation (<0 Embassies, 
consulates and military estab¬ 
lishments of the country located 
abroad 

2. Normal Residents: A 
'resident' or 'normal resident' of a 
country is a person who ordinarily 
resides in a country and whose centre 
of interest lies in that country. Nor¬ 
mal residents include both nationals 
and non-nationals residing in a 
country. For example, a number of 
Indians living in England are non-na¬ 
tionals of that country because they 
still hold Indian passports and Indion 
citizenship. But they are the normal 
residents of England because they 
have settled there and their economic 
interest lies in that country. 

3. Production: The act of trans¬ 
forming the factors of production 
into the goods and services that are 
desired for consumption and Invest¬ 
ment. Production consists of (t) All 
the goods and services sold in the 
martet to earn profit {it) goods and 
services not sold in the market but 
which are supplied free or at a 
nominal price e.g mostofthegov«m- 
ment services rendered to the dtizens 
of the country like defence, law and 
order, public health, street lighting, 
construction and maintenance of 
roads, free water supply, (iii) 
Produced goods which fail to reach 


the market and hence are not sc^d (to) 
Own account production {for own 
use) of fixed assets by government, 
business enterprises and households 
ip) Imputed rent of owner-occupied 
houses Thus production is any ac¬ 
tivity which produces commodities 
or increases the value of the com¬ 
modities already produced, [domes¬ 
tic services rendered by housewives 
or all leisure time activities are not 
included because of problems in 
computation. 

4. Consumption: The act of 
using gocxls and services to satisfy 
current wants t e using up of goocls 
and services to sahsfy human wants. 
This could include ccnnmodities Kkc 
television sets, cars, foodgrains, oils, 
soaps etc or services like those of doc¬ 
tors, barber saloons, banks and in¬ 
surance companies. In the case of 
services, there is no time gap between 
production and consumption e.g the 
moment a doctor attends to his 
patient, his services are consumed by 
the latter. However, widi regard to 
certain durable goods like furniture, 
cycles, cars etc, tnis is not the case— 
they continue to provide services 
for quite sopae time. But like ser¬ 
vices, they are treated as consumed 
the moment they are purchased. 
The only exception is purchase of 
houses by households. Houses are 
treated as capital goods and they 
continue to produce housing ser¬ 
vices for a number of years after 
their purchase. 

5. Investment: Simply stated. 
Investment is that part of production 
which is not consumed in the current 
year. A nation consumes less than 
what it produces in two f(mn8—(0 by 
directly creating tangible physical ; 
capital whether in fbced assets such 
as machines or in stocks of finished 
goods or raw materials (it) (^buying 
1^ from other countries ttuin it sells 
to them i.e. exporting more than it's 
importing. Thus, Investment eom^ 
prises (a) Domestic Investnrtnt and 


(b) Net Investment Abroad Furfiter, 
Domestic Investment comprises (i) 
Domestic fixed capital formation— 
production of fixra assets sudi as 
machines or power stations or other 
equipment and construction of new 
assets like buildings, roads, bridges 
etc. (ti) Change in stock of raw 
materials, semifinished goods and 
finished goods during an accounting 
year. Fixra capital formation is usual¬ 
ly carried out because of deliberate 
decisions of the firms concerned. 
Change in stocks*are often the out¬ 
come of quite unintentional short- 
run deviations between supply and 
demand. 

6. Productive and Non-Produc¬ 
tive Activities: Productive Ac¬ 
tivities arc activities that contribute to 
the flow of goods and services in an 
economy. Non-productive Activities 
are transactions that are simply 
moans of redistributing the goods 
and services produced in the 
ec(»iomy among the different mem¬ 
bers of the community. The latter 
are called transfer payments, indicat¬ 
ing that these are simply transfers 
of purchasing power and are not the 
counterpart of any addition to the 
current output of goods and ser; 
vices. Examples of transfer pay¬ 
ments are old-age pensions, pocket 
money given to a child by his 
parents. 

7. Intermediate and Final 
Products: Intermediate products are 
the result of productive activities but 
are used in producing other goods 
and services e.g. raw cotton usm to 
produce clofli, steel used to produce 
automobiles, Bnal products are titose 
that are demanded for thdr own 
sake-Hhey are what is flUMlly want^ 
and obtained. WhiId*computb^ the 
total national product of on economy, 
Intermediate products are not 
counted sqreralely since fliese are 
part of the final products, Separate 
counting wi^la mean 'double, 
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The Examiner’s Guess Questions 


Q. is the tallest tower in 

Asia located? 

Ana. Shanghai, China. The 468 
metre Oriental Pearl television tower 
has be«iequipped with state~ot-the> 
art transmission facilities. 

Q. What was the total amount 
of exports by India during April- 
Marcn 1*394-95, as per latest es¬ 
timates? 

Ans. US $ 26,223.47 million as 
against US $ 22,173.08 million in pre¬ 
vious yeai; signifying a growth of 
18.27 per cent. 

The imports during April-March 
1994-95 have been estimated at US 
$ 28,252.27 million as against US 
$ 23,21213 million during 1993-94, 
registering a growth rate of 21.17 per 
cent. 

The trade deficit diuing the yeSr 
worked out to US $ 2,027.80 million, 
compared to US $ 1,039 05 million 
during 1993-94. 

Q. What docs Project Moon re¬ 
late to? 

Ans. Project Moon is a scheme 
to soften hardened criminals 
throu^ the stretches and strains of 
yoga. The technique was successful¬ 
ly used in Bihar jails and under 
Project Moon is to be started in 
Thane jail in Maharashtra. 

Q. Where is the Satyajit Ray 
Film and Television Institute coming 
up? 

Afis. Calcutta. The institute is 
the seco nd of its kind in tfie country 
after the PTII in Pune. 

Q. What pecentage of popula¬ 
tion of India fs living wlow poverfy 
line? 

Ans. 29.9 per cent Orissa with 
44.7 per cent and Bihar with 40.8.per 
cent living below poverfy line 
the list of States. The State-wise 
figures arec Andhra Pradesh (31.7), 
Assam (^.8), Khar (40.8), Gt4arat 
(18.4), Haifyana (11.6), Himachal 
Fradesh (9.IQ, Jadunu and Kadunir 
(13.9), ICarnataka (32.1), f^aia' 
(17.0), ’ Madhya Prads^ 
Mahvai^tra ^.2), Orim (46,7^ 


Punjab (7.2), Rajasthan (26.4), Tamil 
Nadu (32.8), Uttar Pradesh (35 1), 
West Bmgal (27.6), small States and 
UTs(77). 

Q. What were aggregate 
deposits of scheduled commercial 
banks during the year ended March 
31,1995’ 

Ans. 52,588 crore. The deposits 
grew at the rate of 15.9 per cent Bank 
credit to business expanded by 
Rs 35,728 crore or 22.1 per cent 

Q. Name the six countries that 
have recently been struck off the list 
of developing countries? 

Ans. UAE, Qatar, Kuwait, 
Brunei, Singapore and Bahamas The 
deletion means that these countries 
have satisfied the World Bank clas¬ 
sification limit which considers na¬ 
tions with per capita income of not 
less than $ 8,600 for three years as 
high income States 

The number of States now clas¬ 
sified as developing nations stands 
at 100 

Q. Name the talk show on Star 
TV which was in controversy in tKe 
month of May, 1995 over certain 
remarks on Mahatama Gandhi by a 
parheipant? 

Ans. Nikki Tonight 

Q. Name the pilotless target 
aircraft which has been developed 
by India’ 

Ans. Kakshak. 

Q. Who is tibe Miss Universe, 
1995? 

Ans. Miss USA, Chelsi Smith. 
Miss India, Manpreet Brar, was the 
first ntnner-up. The pageant was 
held for the first time in Africa, in the 
south-western countiy of Namibia. 

Q. The government is planning 
to hold a festival of India in fuly 
1995, in which country? 

Ans. Thailand. 

Q. Which day was observed as 
* Anti-Terrorism Day? 

Ans. Mayl9, 

Q. At ffte end of 1994-95 what 
was ftc total inabdled capadfy of 
wind power gen«tatioiv in mdia? 


I Ans. 340MW. Tamil Nadu leads 
the other States with a capacity of 
I 260 MW. 

Q. Name the virus which 
recently killed more than 100 people 
in Zaire? 

Ans. Ebola. 

Q. 'Operation Golden Bird" re¬ 
lates to what? 

Ans. It is the ongoing military 
offensive against the rebel groups in 
north-eastern India. 

Q. What is the value of rupee in 
different big cities of India? 

Ans. The value of rupee in 
Ajmer in Rajasthan registered the 
lowest in the country at 36.36 paise 
while Srinagar recorded the highest 
at 66.67 paise Among the 
metropolitan cities Madras 
registered the lowest value of 37.17 
paise while Delhi the highest of 42.92 
paise. In Calcutta the value of rupee 
has been registered at 42.74 paise, in 
Bangalore 41.15 paise and in Bom¬ 
bay 40.82 paise. 

The value of rupee in 1994-95 
was 35.21 paise for whole of India. 

Q. Name the Indian film direc¬ 
tor whose film about the Cuban boat 
^ei^le stirred up a controversy in 

Ans. Mira Nair. The name of the 
film is 'The Perer, Family" 

Q. Which Indian language en¬ 
joys the privilege of having the 
largest number of television chan¬ 
nels? 

Ans. Tamil. 

Q. Which Indian city's name 
has been given to the new perfume 
launched hy Boucheron, ffie famous 
perfumers of Paris? 

Ans. Jaipur. 

Q. What amount of foreign ex¬ 
change was earned by the tourism 
industiy in 1994-W? 

Ans. Rs 7,365.61 crore. 

Q. Which day is observed as 
World No-tobaeoo Day? 

Ans. May 31. 
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Wno^who 


Appointments Etc 


Appointed; Elected Etc 

Jacques Chirac: He has been elect¬ 
ed as tiie President of France. 

Carlos Menem; He has been re¬ 
elected as President of Argentina. 

Alain Juppe: He has been appoint¬ 
ed as the new Prime Minister of 
France. 

Rafi Kal Hariri: He has been 
appointed as Prime Minister of 
L^anon for the second term. 

Ms Mayawati: She has been 
appointed as the Chief Minister of 
Uttar Pradesh. She belongs to BSP 
and is the first Dalit Chief Minister of 
any Indian State. 

Resigned 

Edouard Balladur: Prime 
Minister of France. 

Ms Mamta Bancrjee: Former 
Minister and Congress leader from 
Bengal; from her Lok Sabha seat. 

Distinguished Visitors 

V.L. Mette: Deputy Prime 
Minister of Kazakhstan. 


\ 

Gareth Evan: Foreign Minister of 
Australia. 

Gen Dao Denh Luyen: Vice 
Minister of Defence, Vietnam. 

Crown Prince Henri: Grand 
Duke of Luxembourg. 

Georges Wohlfart: Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, External 
Trade Development and 
Cooperation, Luxembourg. 

Dr Renato Ruggier: Chief of the 
World Trade Organisation. 

Died 

Prem Bhatia: Eminent journalist, 
lie was 83. 

Darbari Lai: An eminent educa¬ 
tionist and Arya Samaj leader. He 
was 65. 

Harold Wilson; Former Prime 
Minister of Britain. He was 79. 

Shayamdas Chattapadhyay: 
Renowned nuclear physicist. He 
was 86. 

R.R. Morarha: Former member 
of Parliament and a close associate 
of Mahatama Gandhi. He was 72. 


EVENTS 


MAY 

8—Nineteen commandoes of Sri 
Lanka Arm y ar e killed in an 
ambush by LtTE. 

11—Nuclear Non-proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) is extended indef¬ 
initely. 

—The historic Charar-e-Sharief 
shrine in north Kashmir is 
burnt down by Pakistan- 
trained mercenaries. 

15— Atleast 60 persdns are killed in 
a train mishap near Salem in 
Tamil Nadu. 

16— Union Cabinet decides not to 
extend the Terrorists and 
Disruptive Activities (Preven¬ 
tion) Act (TADA). 

17— Francois Mitterrand leaves 
office as the longest serving 
President of France. Mr Jacques 
Chirac takes-over as the new 
President. 

—^Trade war between USA and 
Japan erupts with USA impos¬ 


ing punitive tarifls on Japanese 
luxury cars. 

19—Congress-1 splits. Dissidents 
elect N.D. Tiwari as the 
President. 

23—Lok Sabha passes the Finance 
Bill, 1995-96. 

26— Tamil terrorists kill a top 
Buddhist monk in eastern Sri 
Lanka. 42 Sinhalese civilians 
are also massacred. 

27— Bosnian Serbs, outraged at 
NATO air strikes near their 
capital Plate, trap 167 UN 
peacekeepers, shaclcling eight 
of them to military installations 
to serve as human shields 
i^autst further attacks. 

—60 per cent polling is heported 
in 26 Assembly by-elections 
spread over 13 States. 

28— More than 2000 people are 
feared killed as ear(nq.uAke 
reduces to ruU>le die Russian 
town of NefUegorak.ln the f4r 
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East Sakhalin Island. 

29—Union government decides t 
extend Central rule in Jamm; 
and Kashmir. 

JUNE 

1—BSP withdraws support t 
Mulayam Singh government i 
Uttar Pradesh. 


—73 persons are killed a 
Jammu-Tawi Express ani 
Hirakhand Express meet wit 
accidents near Dhanbad am 
Bolangir respectively. 

3—Ms Mayawati is sworn in a 
Chief Minister of Utta 
Pradesh. 18-month-old Mula 
yam Singh Yadav govemmer 
is dismissed by the Qivemor. 

6—^Akali Dal wins ttie prestigipu 
Gidderbaha Assembly seat ii 
Punjab. 
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the Ce|itf4 fbr Cfodd^,. 

Btni Cumale at^ ScrigfM iHatiHiti 
of Oceanokraimy in Sfin. Uiqgo 
USA, he has^heiin select^ lor 
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